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Chapter  I. 

WILLIAM  FISHER  PACKER, 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth. 

1858-1861. 


GREATLY  AS  PENNSYLVANIA  IS  INDEBTED 
to  the  Quakers  for  much  that  is  best  and  noblest 
in  her  history,  but  few  of  them  became  chief  mag- 
istrates of  the  Commonwealth.  Born  in  1807,  in 
Centiv  county,  of  Quaker  ancestry  on  both  sides,  and 
educatd  at  the  country  schools,  Wm.  F.  Packer  in  1820 
entered  the  office  of  the  Public  Inquirer  at  Sunbury 
to  learn  the  art  of  printing,  and  upon  the  discontinua- 
tion of  that  paper  a  few  months  later,  he  returned  to 
(Vntre  county  and  conii>leted  his  apprenticeship  of 
five  years  in  the  office  of  the  Bellefonte  Patriot.  From 
1825  to  1827,  he  engaged  as  a  journeyman  printer  in 
the  office  of  the  Pennsylvania  Intelligencer,  then  pub- 
lished at  riarrisburg  by  Simon  Cameron  and  Daniel 
Krause — the  former  of  whom  became  Secretary  of  War 
and  for  many  years  United  States  Senator,  while  the 

latter    was    afterwards    President    Judge    of    Bucks 
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county.^  In '1827  he  began  the  study  of  law,  but  laid 
it.'ipidv'to  undertake  the  editornhip  of  the  Lyi*oming 
<jr^Wtte,  publiHhed  at  WillianiKport,  whirh  remained 
.  /  *.  '  •"•under  his  charge  until  1S3G,  when  he  went  to  Harris- 
•*^  •  burg  to  assist  in  the  establishment  of  the  Keystone, 
with  which  he  remained  until  1841. 

In  1835,  he  was  a  candidate  for  Senator,  but  was 
defeated  by  the  coalesced  lndeiH*ndent  H4*publican8 
and  Anti-Ma.sons.  From  1839  to  1841  hi*  was  a  memlKT 
()f  the  Board  of  Canal  CommissioniMs  and  in  1S41!  lie 
was  appointed  by  Governor  Porter,  Auditor  tJeneral  of 
the  Commonwealth,  a  position  which  he  held  until  1847. 
In  that  year  he  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Heprew^n- 
tatives;  he  had  actually  been  elected  the  precluding  year, 
but  by  a  clerical  error  in  tlguring  thi*  returns,  his  op- 
ponent was  returned,  the  error  not  biding  discovered 
until  that  gentleman  had  actually  s(»rved  his  term  for 
this  oflflce.  Although  he  now  ap])eared  in  the  House 
for  the  first  time,  he  was  at  once  electeil  Sp(»aker,  an 
isolated  instance  in  the  historv  of  the  Assemblv.  In 
1848,  being  re-elected  to  the  Hou»i\  he  was  again 
chosen  'SjK^ker.  The  following  year,  1849,  he  was  the 
Democratic  candidate  for  State  Senator  for  the  district 
comprising  Lycoming,  Clinton.  tVntn*  and  Sullivan 
counties,  defeating  Andrew  O.  Curt  in,  also  afterward 
Governor.  His  legislative  career  was  characterized 
by  breadth,  energy  and  power.  He  opposed  tlu*  insu 
lar  policy  of  the  party  which  objected  to  transportatir 
lines  across  the  lines  of  State  improvemi^nts,  leadi 
to  the  cities  of  other  states,  and  introduced  a  bill 
incorporate  the  Susquehanna  Railroad  and  carrier 
through  in  spite  of  violent  opposition.     He  wuf 
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earaeat  supporter  of  the  tliree  hundred  dollar  exemp- 
tion law,  and  advocated  the  electiou  of  the  judiciary 
by  popular  vote. 

Id  1857  he  was  the  Uemoirratic  candidate  for  Gov- 
ernor and  was  elected  by  a  large  plnrality  over  the  Be- 
publicnn  eandidate,  Ua?id  Wilmot,  author  of  the  "Wil- 
nioT  Proviso,"  and  the  Native  American  candidate, 
Ixaac  Uazelliuiet.  The  |;reat  question  of  the  hour, 
during  hi»  adniiuiMi-ation,  was  the  relations  between 
the  uurthern  and  southern  states  as  affected  by  the 
institution  of  slavery.  He  was  a  believer  in  state  sov- 
eigntj'  and  in  state  rights  but  not  a  believer  in  the 
right  of  Jteveasion.  The  attempt  at  withdrawal  from 
thf  Union  made  by  various  southern  states  during  the 
lae^t  jfar  of  his  tenure  of  office,  was  strongly  repro- 
liiiteil  by  him,  although  he  preferred  the  composition 
of  the  diflicultieH  by  a  compromise  rather  than  by  re- 
wtrt  to  force  of  arms. 

I'pon  his  retirement  from  the  chief  magiHtracy,  he 
withdrew  from  public  life  on  account  of  failing  health 
and  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  the  city  of 
Williamsport.  where  he  died  on  the  27th  of  September, 
lf<70.  His  term  !i»  (Jovernor  comprised  the  period 
from  January  19,  1858  to  January  15,  1861, 


\. 
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Inaugural  Address  to  the  Assembly. — 1858. 

Fellow-Citizens : — 

IN  APPEARING  BEFOKE  YOU  TO  ENTER  UPON 
luy  duties  as  (Toveruor  of  the  Commonwealth,  1 
consult  my  own  inclinations  in  conforming  to  the 
usage  which  demands  a  popular  address;  and,  in  the 
first  place,  I  gladly  embrace  this  opportunity  to  return 
my  profound  and  grateful  thanks  to  the  People  of 
Pennsylvania,  for  honoring  me  with  the  Chief  Execu- 
tive office  in  their  government.  Their  kindness  will 
never  be  forgotten,  nor  will  the  confidence  they  have 
reposed  in  me  ever  be  intentionally  betrayed.  Duty  to 
them  and  to  myself  will  require  that  the  obligation 
which  I  have  just  taken  to  discharge  my  public  duties 
with  fidelity  shall  be  faithfully  observed;  and  thus 
justify,  as  far  as  possible,  the  popular  decision.  Doubt- 
less I  may  commit  errors  in  a  position  involving  so 
much  of  responsibility;  but  I  will  hope  that  none  of 
them  will  be  of  a  grave  character,  or  productive  of 
vital  injury  to  the  public  interests.  I  crave  in  advance 
a  charitable  judgment  upon  my  official  conduct — that 
it  shall  be  construed  with  kindness  and  toleration  so 
long  as  it  shall  appear  to  be  prompted  by  sincere  and 
honest  motives — and  I  here  engage,  in  this  public  and 
formal  manner,  to  regard  the  will  of  the  people,  the 
public  good,  and  the  commands  of  the  Constitution, 
as  the  guiding  lights  by  which  my  course  is  to  be  di- 
rected. With  these  aims  constantlv  in  view,  I  shall 
indulge  the  pleasing  hope  of  doing  some  good  in  the 
high  station  to  which  I  have  been  called  by  the  public 
voice,  and  of  repressing  some  evils  which  may  threaten 
the  public  welfare,  or  the  individual  rights  of  the 
people. 

Fellow-Citizens  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives:— It  will  be  my  ardent  desire  to  cultivate 
with  you,  as  Representatives  of  the  people,  the  most 
amicable  relations,  and  to  unite  with  you  in  the  adop- 
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tion  of  all  such  measures  as  the  public  good  may  re- 
quire. The  different  branches  of  the  government,  al- 
though charged  with  distinct  duties,  are  to  be  regarded 
as  parts  of  one  harmonious  whole;  and  it  is  well  when 
all  the»e  parts  move  onward  without  jar,  interference, 
or  collision.  Nevertheless,  the  distinct  duties  of  the 
Executive,  when  duly  and  honestly  performed,  may  oc- 
casion differences  with  the  Legislature;  but,  in  such 
case,  it  will  be  expedient  to  cultivate  a  spirit  of  com- 
promise and  conciliation  for  the  disposal  of  such  dif- 
ferences, or,  at  least,  for  mitigating  the  feelings  of 
alienation  to  which  thev  tend. 

It  is  one  of  the  duties  of  the  Executive  from  time  to 
time,  to  give  to  the  General  Assembly  information  of 
the  state  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  recommend  to 
their  consideration  such  measures  as  he  shall  judge  ex- 
pedient; and  under  usage  this  is  done  by  messages  in 
writing,  which  are  entered  among  the  public  records 
and  remain  a  part  of  the  official  history  of  the  State. 
I  do  not  understand  this  as  a  power  of  dictating  to  the 
General  Assembly  the  measures  they  shall  adopt,  nor 
even  as  a  power  of  initiating  laws,  but  as  an  informing 
and  suggesting  power,  in  no  respect  trenching  upon  the 
just  and  proper  jurisdiction  of  the  legislative  depart- 
ment of  a  free  State.  In  short,  it  was  never  intended 
to  give  a  legal  control  over  the  proceedings  of  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  people  in  the  enactment  of  laws. 
It  is,  therefore,  a  right  of  communication  with  them, 
which,  while  prudently  and  reasonably  exercised,  can 
give  no  just  occasion  for  jealousy,  objection,  or  com- 
plaint. The  Executive,  when  exercising  this  right,  is 
but  performing  a  plain  duty,  and  can  apprehend  no 
difficulty  in  speaking  with  a  respectful  freedom  even 
upon  questions  where  an  entire  agreement  of  senti- 
ment cannot  be  expected.  But,  there  is  another  and 
more  delicate  power  which  pertains  to  the  relations 
between  the  Legislative  and  Executive  departments. 
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By  the  twenty-third  and  twenty-fourth  sections  of  the 
first  article  of  the  Constitution,  all  bills  passed  by  the 
General  LVssembly,  and  most  of  the  orders,  resolutions 
and  votes  in  which  they  may  concur,  are  submitted  to 
the  Executive,  and  if  disapproved  by  him  can  only  be 
made  valid  bv  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  each  House. 
This  power  of  disapproval  is  among  the  most  import- 
ant duties  of  the  Executive,  and  is  constantly  becom- 
ing more  so,  from  the  operation  of  obvious  and  natural 
causes.  In  my  opinion  it  is  the  clear  and  binding  duty 
of  the  Executive  to  return  for  re-considemtion  every 
bill,  order,  resolution  or  vote,  presented  to  him  which 
he  cannot  approve — in  other  words,  that  the  assent 
of  his  judgment  and  consciencre  shall  be  actually  given 
to  any  measure  before  he  permits  it  to  take  effect; 
unless,  indeed,  it  be  passed  against  his  objection  by  a 
two-thirds  vote.  The  words  of  the  Constitution  are 
"if  he  approve  he  shall  sign  it,  but,  if  he  shall  not  ap- 
prove, he  shall  return  it  with  his  objections  to  the 
House  in  which  it  shall  have  originated."  Words 
could  not  convey  a  i)ower,  and  prescribe  a  duty  in  a 
more  clear  and  definite  form.  It  is  manifestly  the  in- 
tention of  the  Constitution  that  the  deliberate  and 
conscientious  approval  of  the  Governor  shall  be  given 
to  a  bill  before  it  becomes  a  law,  in  addition  to  the 
approval  of  the  two  Houses  that  have  previously 
passed  it;  unless  the  majorities  afterwards  given  to 
it  upon  re-consideration  in  each  House,  shall  be  so  de- 
cisive as  to  clearly  indicate  the  wisdom  of  the  measure. 
It  is  true  that  upon  things  trivial  or  indifferent,  where 
no  great  interests  are  involved,  nor  constitutional  prin- 
ciples in  question,  nor  private  rights  assailed,  con- 
siderations of  expediency  may  be  taken  into  account 
by  the  Executive;  but  certainly  no  substantial  objec- 
tion, whether  of  jKilicy  or  of  principle,  can  be  waived 
by  him  in  view  of  his  oath  to  support  the  Constitution. 
Ten  days  (Sundays  excluded)  are  allowed  the  Execu- 
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tive  to  consider  a  bill,  and  to  approve  or  veto  it,after 
which  it  will  become  a  law  without  his  signature,  if 
not  previously  returned.  The  practice  of  my  prede- 
cessors has  been  occasionally  to  permit  bills  to  become 
laws  by  this  limitation  of  time.  They  have  taken  ef- 
fect in  the  entire  absence  of  Executive  action.  But  I 
believe  this  has  only  occurn^d  where  the  Executive  has 
found  it  impossible  to  form  a  positive  opinion  upon  the 
measiure — where,  though  not  unobjectionable,  it  was 
trivial — or,  w^here  it  was  manifest  that  a  veto  would 
not  cause  its  defeat.  This  Executive  practice  ought  not 
to  be  (xlended,  and  the  practice  itself  is  open  to  ques- 
tion. For  if  the  provision  that  bills  neither  signed 
nor  returned  within  ten  days,  shall  become  laws,  was 
intended  as  a  guard  against  Executive  abuse,  in  hold- 
ing them  an  undue  period,  and  not  as  a  mode  by  which 
the  Executive  might  cause  them  to  take  effect,  without 
the  responsibility  of  acting  upon  them,  it  would  seem 
ch?ar  that  the  practice  of  holding  them  over  for  such 
purpose  cannot  be  defended. 

But  the  Legislature,  by  its  adjournment  within  ten 
days  after  the  passage  of  a  bill,  may  deprive  the  Execu- 
tive of  due  time  for  considering  it,  and  hence  it  is  pro- 
vided that  in  such  case  it  shall  become  a  law,  unless 
sent  back  within  three  days  after  the  next  meeting. 
In  modern  practice,  a  large  number  of  bills  are  usually 
sent  to  the  Governor  within  a  few  days  of  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Legislature,  which  it  is  impossible  for  him 
to  consider  duly  before  the  adjournment  takes  place. 
In  fact,  many  are  sent  to  him  in  the  very  closing  hours 
of  the  session.  But  it  would  seem  plain,  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive could  reasonably  ask,  in  such  case,  only  the  full 
Constitutional  period  of  ten  days  for  forming  his 
o]niiion,  and  that  all  bills  he  believes  it  his  duty  to 
approve  shall  Ix*  actually  signed  within  that  period. 
By  the  exercise  of  reasonable  industry,  this  can,  in  all 
cjises,  be  accomplished.     Then,  such  bills  as  he  disap- 
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proves,  will  be  held  over  to  be  returned  to  the  proper 
branch  of  the  General  Assembly,  within  three  days 
after  their  next  meeting,  according  to  the  Constitu- 
tional provision.  This  will  properly  dispose  of  all  bills 
in  his  hands  at  the  adjournment,  unless  indeed  it  be 
allowable  to  hold  over  bills  and  permit  them  to  become 
laws  without  his  action. 

The  propriety  of  signing  bills  by  the  Governor,  be- 
tween the  sessions  of  the  Legislature,  has  been  ques- 
tioned. It  does  not  accord  with  the  old  practice,  and 
is  certainly  liable  to  abuse.  During  my  term  it  will 
be  strictly  confined  to  the  first  ten  days  after  an  ad- 
journment, and  all  bills  not  then  approved,  may  be 
considered  as  awaiting  the  next  meeting  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  to  be  returned  with  the  Executive  dis- 
approval. The  Executive  should  not  be  subjected  for 
long  periods  of  time  to  the  solicitations  of  those  inter- 
ested in  bills,  nor  should  he  be  subject  to  the  imputa- 
tions of  indecision  or  favoritism,  almost  unavoidable 
in  such  cases.  Nor  is  it  right  that  he  should  have  in 
his  hands  the  means  of  influence  which  the  holding 
open  of  his  decision  upon  bills,  during  a  recess,  would 
confer.  Besides,  a  great  wrong  may  be  done  to  those 
interested  in  legislation,  by  continuing  them  for  an 
undue  period  in  uncertainty  as  to  the  fate  of  bills  in 
which  their  rights,  their  property,  or  their  business 
may  be  involved.  These  are  evils  which  an  Executive 
may  obviate,  by  settling  his  policy  firmly  in  the  outset 
of  his  administration.  It  would  be  well,  also,  for  the 
Legislature  to  so  shape  its  action  as  to  avoid  the  neces- 
sity of  sending  many  important  bills  to  the  Governor 
in  the  closing  days  or  hours  of  a  session. 

Fellow  Citizens: — Although  it  will  not  be  expected 
that  I  should  at  this  time  discuss  in  detail  the  particu- 
lar questions  which  will  probably  come  before  the  Gov- 
ernment during  my  term,  I  desire  briefly  to  give  ex- 
pression to  the  general  views  of  public  policy  to  which 


William  Fisher  Packer.  1 1 

I  hold,  in  their  application  to  practical  issues  now 
pending.  The  currency  of  the  State  is  in  such  a  dis- 
ordered condition,  that  a  general  and  wholesome  public 
opinion  demands  its  reform,  and  the  establishment  of 
effectual  barriers  against  future  convulsions.  This  is 
a  subject  which  will  test  the  intelligence,  the  firmness, 
and  the  patriotism  of  the  representatives  of  the  people 
in  the  Legislative  department,  and  may  impose  grave 
responsibilities  upon  the  Executive.  My  views  are  de- 
cidedly hostile  to  the  emission  and  circulation  of  small 
notes  as  a  currency;  to  the  increase  of  banking  capital 
under  ;  rosent  arrangements;  and  to  the  issues  of  bank 
paper  upon  securities  inadequate  for  their  redemption. 
The  want  of  uniformity  in  the  legal  provisions  under 
which  existing  banks  operate,  is  objectionable.  In  the 
revision  and  amendment  of  our  banking  system,  the 
public  interests,  in  my  opinion,  demand  the  extension 
of  the  specie  basis  upon  which  issues  are  made;  the 
suppression  of  the  smaller  denomination  of  notes  here- 
tofore allowed;  thorough  reports  of  the  condition  and 
business  of  banks  with  their  frequent  publication;  ad- 
ditional security,  (other  than  specie,)  to  consist  of  the 
bonds  of  this  State  or  of  the  United  States,  for  the  re- 
demption of  circulating  notes,  including  in  all  cases 
proper  individual  liability  of  stockholders  and  direct- 
ors, fitted  for  convenient  and  actual  enforcement;  with 
a  supervisory  and  controlling  power  in  some  proper 
officer  or  department  of  the  Government  to  restrain 
or  suspend  the  action  of  banks  in  case  of  their  viola- 
tion or  evasion  of  the  law. 

When  a  specie  currency  shall  be  secured  to  the 
people  by  prohibiting  the  circulation  of  bills  of  a  small 
denomination,  it  will  be  highly  desirable  that  the  fiscal 
affairs  of  the  State  Government  shall  be  wholly  sepa- 
rated from  those  of  the  banks;  in  other  words,  that 
the  monev  transactions  of  the  Government,  both  in  its 
collections  and  disbursements,  shall  be  in  the  legal  coin 
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of  the  country.  Whenever  a  practicable,  convenient 
and  efficient  scheme  for  the  operations  of  the  Treasury 
upon  such  a  basis  can  be  presented  to  me  by  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  it  will  meet  with  a  cheerful 
approval.  There  are  difficulties  in  the  case,  however, 
far  greater  than  those  surmounted  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, in  the  establishment  of  its  Independent  Treas- 
ury aystem;  but  the  object  being  one  of  the  first  magni- 
tude, and  calculated  to  exercise  a  most  salutary  influ- 
ence upon  the  action  of  the  Government,  and  upon  the 
business  of  the  banks  and  the  people,  it  is  well  worthy 
of  earnest  consideration. 

In  reforming  the  currency,  a  single  State  can  accom- 
plish but  a  moderate  amount  of  good,  however  sincere, 
intelligent  and  earnest  it  may  be,  without  the  co-opera- 
tion of  other  States,  and  especially  of  those  which  ad- 
join it.  Bank  notes  are  not  stopped  in  their  flow  by 
imaginary  State  lines,  nor  does  it  seem  possible  for  a 
State  altogether  to  prevent  foreign  notes  from  circu- 
lating within  her  borders,  even  by  the  most  stringent 
enactments.  We  must,  therefore,  invoke  our  sister 
States  to  join  with  us  in  the  repression  of  small  paper, 
and  in  such  other  particulars  of  reform  as  require  for 
complete  success  their  co-operation.  (Meantime  to  the 
extent  of  our  power  let  u«  exert  ourselves  to  furnish 
our  citizens  with  a  safe  and  stable  currency;  to  prevent 
future  financial  convulsions  similar  to  that  under  which 
the  community  has  for  some  time  been  struggling;  and 
to  relieve  the  Government  in  its  fiscal  action  from  the 
danger  of  depreciated  or  worthless  paper,  and  the  em- 
barrassments arising  from  dependence  ui>on  corpora- 
tions of  her  own  creation. 

The  people  of  Pennsylvania  by  the  recent  adoption  of 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  on  the  subject  of 
public  indebtedness,  have  imposed  an  imperative  obli- 
gation upon  their  servants  to  practice  economy,  to  limit 
expenditures,   and  to  give  their  best  efforts  to  the 
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gradual  but  eventual  extinguishment  of  the  existing 
public  debt.  After  eight  years  of  experience  under  the 
sinking  fund  act  of  1849,  we  find  our  public  indebted- 
ness but  slightly  diminished.  The  constitutional 
amendment  just  adopted  demands  the  establishment  of 
an  eifective  sinking  fund  for  its  payment,  and  I  shall 
consider  it  one  of  the  leading  duties  of  my  administra- 
tion to  see  that  that  amendment  is  carried  out  both  in 
its  letter  and  its  spirit.  I  cannot  regard  the  reduction 
of  the  three  mill  tax  on  property  made  at  the  last  reg- 
ular session  of  the  legislature,  otherwise  than  as  inop- 
portune; and  doubtless  existing  financial  embarrass- 
ments will  for  a  time  reduce  the  amount  derived  from 
other  sources  of  revenue.  Nor  will  any  very  large 
amount  of  the  purchase  money  of  the  main  line 
of  the  public  works  be  realized  by  the  Treasury  for  a 
considerable  period.  It  will,  therefore,  be  necessary 
for  the  State  to  husband  her  resources,  and  to  increase 
her  revenues  as  far  as  is  possible,  without  oppression 
to  anv  Intercast,  in  order  to  meet  her  current  and  nee- 
essary  outlays,  the  demands  of  her  creditors,  and  the 
positive  obligation  of  the  constitutional  amendment. 

There  is  a  great  lack  of  consistency  and  principle  in 
the  laws  passed  during  some  years  in  relation  to  in- 
corporations. They  have  been  created  upon  no  settled, 
uniform  plan;  are  excessive  in  number;  and  many  of 
them  unnecessary  to  the  accomplishment  of  any  legi- 
timate purpose.  They  have  doubtless  encouraged 
speculation,  and  in  various  ways  contributed  to  the  re- 
cent financial  convulsion.  Various  and  inconsistent 
provisions  appear  in  acts  establishing  or  extending  the 
powers  of  corporate  bodies  of  the  ?»Jime  class  and 
general  character.  The  tax  laws  relating  to  them  are 
in  some  confusion,  and  consequently  taxes  paid  by 
them  unequal,  while  some  wholly  escape  any  share 
of  the  public  burdens.  In  brief,  our  system  of  incor- 
porations has  become  so  vast,  diversified  and  diflficnlt 
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of  comprehension,  that  no  reasonable  industry  can 
master  the  whole  subject,  and  understand  precisely 
where  we  are  and  whither  we  are  drifting.  A  thorough 
revision  of  our  laws  on  this  subject,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  general,  uniform,  regulations  for  each  class  of 
corporate  bodies,  with  the  avoidance,  as  far  as  possible, 
of  special  provisions  for  particular  corporations,  are  re- 
forms imperiously  demanded  by  the  public  interests, 
in  which  I  shall  heartily  co-operate.  I  have  no  hos- 
tility to  express  against  incorporations  for  proper  ob- 
jects beyond  the  power  of  individual  means  and  skill; 
nor  generally  against  legislative  facilities  for  the  ap- 
plication of  labor  and  capital  to  the  creation  of  wealth, 
where  individual  unprompted  action  will  not  go.  But 
no  one  can  assert  that  we  have  limited  ourselves  to 
such  a  policy,  nor  that  our  laws  on  this  subject  have 
been  careful,  consistent  and  just. 

But,  notwithstanding  all  topics  of  regret  or  criticism 
in  our  public  career,  (and  which  should  bear  their 
proper  fruit  in  amendment  and  reform,)  we  may  well 
be  proud  of  this  Pennsylvania  of  ours — of  her  people, 
her  institutions  and  her  laws.  She  has  become  great, 
prosperous  and  powerful;  ranking  among  the  first  of 
the  States;  and  her  condition  at  home  and  character 
abroad  bear  testimony  to  her  merits,  and  promise  for 
her  a  distinguished  future.  Besides  her  agricultural 
resources,  which  are  great  and  first  in  importance,  she 
is  capable  of  producing,  in  untold  quantities,  those  two 
articles  of  prime  necessity  and  universal  use.  Iron  and 
Coal.  Even  in  times  of  wide  spread  financial  calamity, 
when  speculation  and  extravagance  have  done  their 
worst  to  cripple  the  oi)erations  of  capital,  and  stay  the 
hand  of  labor  in  its  useful  toil,  the  leading  interests  of 
our  State  may  be  counted  among  the  first  to  revive  and 
to  furnish  a  strong  and  i^liable  basis  for  the  resump- 
tion of  activity  in  all  the  channels  of  employment,  and 
in   all    the   operations   of   trade.     That    Government 
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would  be  unwise  and  blind  which  would  administer  the 
public  affairs  of  this  State  otherwise  than  in  a  spirit 
of  kindness  and  protection  to  these  great  and  capital 
interests. 

From  the  earliest  period  of  our  history  it  has  been 
the  policy  of  Pennsylvania  to  educate  all  her  citizens; 
and  at  this  time  our  institutions  of  learning  and  educa- 
tional facilities  are  equal  to  those  of  any  country.  Our 
Common  School  system  is  justly  distinguished  as  one 
of  the  most  practical  and  efficient  in  the  union.  Let 
us  then  cherish  this  traditional  policy,  coming  down  to 
us  from  the  fathers  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  by 
every  means  in  our  power  foster  and  strengthen  the 
measures  now  successfully  producing  the  results  so 
ardently  desired  by  the  patriotic  men  who  have  gone 
before  us. 

While  our  domestic  affairs  and  policy  naturally  will 
occupy  most  of  the  attention  of  our  Government  and 
our  people,  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten  that  Pennsylvania 
bears  very  interesting  relations  to  the  other  States 
of  the  confederacy,  and  looks  with  anxious  eye  to  the 
proceedings  and  policy  of  the  General  Government.  It 
is  both  our  duty  and  our  interest  to  cultivate  the  most 
friendly  relations  with  our  sister  States,  and  to  frown 
upon  all  attempts  to  sow  among  them  feelings  of  alien- 
ation. We  should  exert  our  whole  influence  to  keep 
the  government  of  the  Union  in  its  true  position,  as  the 
common  agent  of  the  States  and  the  people,  exercising 
high  powers  in  trust  for  their  advantage  and  welfare, 
and  deriving  all  its  power  from  the  written  Constitu- 
tion which  called  it  into  being.  At  this  time  we  have 
strong  reason  to  confide  in  that  Government,  as  we 
know  that  its  administration  is  in  safe,  able  and  pa- 
triotic hands;  and  that  it  may  be  trusted  to  deal  justly 
with  all  sections  of  the  countrv. 

Insubordination — an  utter  disregard  and  contempt 
of   just   and    lawful    authority — has    heretofore    pro- 
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duced  difficulties  in  the  Territories  of  Kansas  and 
Utah,  and,  in  the  ease  of  the  latter,  has  now  precipi- 
tated a  state  of  armed  hostility  between  the  inhabit- 
ants and  the  General  Government.  In  the  former,  the 
peaceful  American  remedy  for  the  redress  of  political 
grievances,  real  or  imaginary — the  ballot-box — has 
been  for  a  long  time  abjured  by  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  population,  and  a  struggle  between  legal  au- 
thority and  unlawful  and  irregular  combinations,  con- 
tinued down  to  the  present  period.  Meantime,  contri- 
butions of  money  and  aid  from  the  States,  have  kept 
up  excitement  and  turbulence  in  the  Territory,  and  en- 
abled designing  men  there  to  inflame  passions,  which 
otherwise  would  long  siiK^e  have  subsided.  The  judg- 
ment and  opinion  of  the  country  cannot  be  too  strongly 
consolidated  in  favor  of  the  laws,  and  against  all  who 
rise  up  to  oppose  them  by  unauthorized  means.  Nor 
can  the  excuse  for  resistance  to  the  Territorial  laws, 
and  for  failing  to  i>erform  the  duties  of  citizenship 
under  them,  that  wrongs  and  frauds  were  perp<?trated 
at  elections,  be  admitted  as  a  justification.  Where 
elections  are  so  frequent,  and  the  right  of  suffrage  so 
liberal,  as  in  this  country,  it  is  peculiarly  the  duty  of 
a  good  citizen  to  obey  existing  authorities,  and  even 
objectionable  laws,  knowing  that  the  former  can  be 
changed,  and  the  latter  modified  or  repealed,  within  a 
very  brief  period.  And  as  to  disputed  elections,  they 
must  be  decided  by  the  proper  legal  authority,  and  not 
be  individual  citizens,  or  irregular,  self-constituted  as- 
semblages. 

Insubordination  to  necessary  and  rightful  authority, 
instigated  and  encouraged  by  unworthy  men  in  the 
organized  States,  who  desired  that  discord  should  con- 
tinue, and  were  willing  to  contribute  to  that  object, 
is  the  prolific  fountain  from  which  the  troubles  in 
Kansas  have  heretofore  proceeded.  It  was  natural, 
perhaps  inevitable,  that  this  conduct  by  a  party  in 
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the  territory  should  provoke  an  opposite  party  to  manv 
unjustifiable  acts,  and  to  much  imprudent  and  unreas- 
onable conduct.  Thus  extremes  act  and  re-act  upon 
each  other  and  when  the  laws  are  defied  and  individual 
action  let  loose,  wrong,  outrage  and  violence  are  neces- 
sary results. 

The  last  phase  of  the  Kansas  question,  which  is  upon 
the  Constitution  framed  by  a  Territorial  Convention,  is 
peculiarly  for  the  judgment  of  Congress,  to  which  the 
power  of  admitting  new  States  is  confided  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Union.  The  representatives  of  the 
people  and  of  the  States  in  Congress  assembled,  will 
meet  that  question  under  all  the  responsibilities  which 
they  owe  to  their  constituents,  and  which  are  imposed 
upon  them  by  their  oaths  of  office;  and  with  full  in- 
formation upon  matters  of  fact  important  to  the  forma- 
tion of  a  final  judgment.  Events  are  constantly  occur- 
ring in  the  Territory  which  will  afford  matter  for  Con 
gressional  debate,  and  may  affect  the  ultimate  decision. 

To  th€  people  of  Pennsylvania  the  admission  of  a 
new  8tate  into  the  Union — into  that  confederacy  of 
which  she  is  a  member — must  be  at  all  timet;*  a  subject 
of  high  interest.  And  I  believe  1  express  their  senti- 
ments, as  well  as  my  own,  in  dechiring  that  all  the 
qualified  electors  of  a  Territory,  should  have  a  full  and 
fair  opportunity  to  participate  in  selecting  delegates 
to  form  a  Constitution  preparatory  to  admission  as  a 
State,  and,  if  desired  by  them,  they  should  also  be  al- 
lowed an  unqualified  right  to  vote  upon  such  Constitu- 
tion after  it  is  framed.  Of  course  those  who  then  fail 
to  vote,  in  either  case,  cannot  complain  that  the  pro- 
ceeding goes  on  without  their  participation.  It  is  to 
be  hoped,  that  Congress  will  make  such  provision  for 
other  Territories  that  the  present  difficulty  will  have 
no  repetition  in  the  future. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  observe,  that  all  experi- 
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ence  and  reflection  prove  that  the  moral  virtues  form 
the  only  firm  foundation  of  public  order  as  well  as  in- 
dividual character,  and  their  support  should,  therefore, 
engage  the  profound  attention  of  Government,  and  the 
co-operation  of  all  good  men.  Frail  indeed  will  be  any 
structure  reared  for  the  regulation  of  society,  and  the 
promotion  of  man's  true  and  substantial  happiness, 
unless  it  stand  upon  a  foundation  more  permanent  than 
paper  arrangements,  or  the  fleeting  impulses  of  the 
hour!  The  recognition  of  a  Great  Supreme  Power, 
which  rules  the  affairs  of  nations  and  of  men,  is  the 
only  support  of  those  virtues  which  can  make  a  people 
distinguished  and  prosperous,  and  give  to  Government 
duration  and  success.  Sincerely  imploring  the  Divine 
guidance  in  the  performance  of  duty,  I  assume  tue  post 
assigned  me  by  the  people,  indulging  the  hope  that  at 
the  termination  of  my  service  I  shall  enjoy  the  ap- 
proval of  my  own  conscience,  and  behold  Pennsylvania 
advanced  and  secure  in  her  position  as  one  of  the  great 
communities  of  the  New  World — her  standard  aloft, 
and  proudly  bearing,  untarnished,  her  motto  of  "Vir- 
tue Liberty  and  Independence." 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 
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To  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate  Giving  Notice  of  the 
Appointment  of  William  M.  Hiester  to  be  Secre- 
tary of  the  Commonwealth. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  20,  1858. 

To  the  Hon.  W.  H.  Welsh, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate: 
Sir:— 

BE  PLEASED  TO  INFORM  THE  SENATE  THAT 
I  have  this  day  appointed  and  commissioned  Wil- 
liam Hiester  to  be  Secretarv  of  the  Common- 
wealth,  agreeably  to  the  eighth  section  of  the  second 
article  of  the  Constitution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

W^.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Oramel  Barrett  to  be  Su- 
perintendent of  Public   Printing. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  21,  1858. 
Senators: — 

I    DO  HEREBY  NOMINATE,  FOR  THE  ADVICE 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  Oramel  Barrett,  Esq., 
of  the  county  of  Dauphin,  to  be  Superintendent 
of  Public  Printing,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  the  9th  day  of  April,  A.  D.,  1856,  entitled  '^\n 
Act  in  relation  to  public  printing." 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  **An  Act  Permitting  the 
Borough  of  Scranton  to  Issue  Credit  Notes/' 

Executive  Chamber, 
HaiTisburg,  January  28,  1858. 

Gentlemen: — 
I  HEKEWITH  KETUKN  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REP- 
J[      resentatives,  in  which  it  originated,  the  bill,  en- 
titled ''An  Act  relative  to  the  borough  of  Scran- 
ton," without  my  approval. 

This  bill  proposes  to  authorize  the  burgess  and 
council  of  the  borough  of  Scranton,  in  J^uzerne  coun- 
ty, "to  issue  orders  on  its  treasurer  for  the  payment 
of  laborers  employed  by  said  borough,  and  pledge  the 
taxes  for  street  and  borough  purposes  for  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  for  the 
payment  of  said  orders,  and  otherwise  anticipate  the 
revenues  of  said  borough  for  the  same  year,  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  work  for  the  destitute  and  un- 
employtnl  hiborers  during  this  winter.-' 

The  evident  objectt  of  this  bill  is  to  create  a  species 
of  local  currency  upon  the  credit  of  the  corporation, 
to  be  distributed  in  small  amounts  among  the  labor- 
ing population.  This  is  in  direct  conflict  with  existing 
general  laws  of  the  State.  The  act  of  twelfth  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  enti- 
tled *'An  Act  concerning  small  notes  for  the  payment 
of  money/'  and  the  resolution  of  the  twenty-fourth 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two,  es- 
tablished a  general  policy,  which  it  will  be  wise  to 
maintain.  1  am  not  aware  of  any  recent  attempt  to 
depart  from  that  policy,  nor  am  I  aware  of  any  public 
opinion  which  would  sanction  it.  The  object  of  the 
State  shall  be  to  furnish  her  laboring  population  with 
a  sound  currency;  and,  in  my  opinion,  tht^r  true  inter- 
ests will  not  be  promoted  by  laws  of  the  character 
DOW  proposed.  The  objections  to  small  notes  apply 
with  peculiar  force  to  those  issued  by  municipalities. 
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Depending  for  their  prompt  redemption  upon  tiie  un- 
certain revenue  policy  of  the  corporation,  and  partak- 
ing generally  of  the  imperfections  of  paper  not  re- 
deemable on  demand  in  coin,  they  are  liable  to  sudden 
and  great  depreciation. 

This  bill  is  also  liable  to  the  general  objections 
which  apply  to  special  acts  for  particular  localities, 
exempting  them  from  the  operation  of  general  laws. 
Our  laws  relating  to  boroughs  are  believed  to  be  lib- 
eral, and  suflBcient  for  all  legitimate  purposes.  If  they 
should  be  found  to  be  imperfect,  the  true  remedy  is 
to  amend  them  by  provisions  which  shall  operate 
equally  and  generally  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 

VVM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Trout  Run  Coal  and  Iron  Company/' 

Executive  Chamber, 
Ilarrisburg,  February  1,  1858. 
Gentlemen: — 

AFTER  CAREFULLY  CONSIDERING  THE  BILL, 
entitled  '*An  Act' to  incorporate  the  Trout  Run 
coal  and  iron  company,'-    I  am  constrained  to 
return  it  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  which  it 
originated,  without  my  approval. 

The  object  of  the  bill,  as  set  forth  in  the  first  section, 
is  to  incorpoi*ate  a  company  with  powers  to  "take 
and  hold  land  not  exceeding  two  thousand  acres,  in 
fee  simple,  in  the  counties  of  Centre  and  Clearfield, 
and  to  prove  and  open  the  veins  of  coal  and  other  min- 
erals on  or  in  their  lands,  and  to  prepare  the  same  for 
being  worked  and  leased,  with  power  to  work  and  lease 
the  said  lands  or  any  portion  thereof." 

In  the  second  section  of  the  bill  it  is  proposed  to 
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give  the  corporation  power  **to  construct  such  lateral 
or  branch  railroads  as  may  be  necessary  to  connect 
any  of  its  lands  with  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  or 
other  public  improvement." 

A  special  act  of  Assembly  is  wholly  unnecessary 
to  the  organization  of  a  company  for  mining  purposes. 
Under  the  "Act  to  encourage  manufacturing  opera- 
tions in  this  Commonwealth/'  passed  7th  April,  1849, 
and  its  various  supplements,  full  power  is  given  to 
any  number  of  persons,  not  less  than  five,  to  form  a 
company  for  mining,  carrying  to  market  and  selling 
coal  and  other  minerals.  And  the  said  act  and  its 
supplements  also  contain  liberal  provisions  for  car- 
rying into  effect  the  objects  and  purposes  of  such 
company  when  formed.  It  is  true,  the  general  law 
does  not  confer  the  power  to  construct  railroads,  to 
the  extent  proposed  by  the  second  section  of  the  bill 
under  consideration,  nor  do  I  believe  that  such  power 
should  now  be  granted.  This  part  of  the  bill  is  clearly 
objectionable.  }iy  the  first  section  the  company  is 
authorized  to  take  and  hold  land  not  exceeding  two 
thousand  acres,  in  any  parts  of  Centre  or  Clearfield 
coimties;  and  the  second  section  authorizes  it  to  con- 
struct lateral  or  branch  railroads  from  any  point 
where  any  of  its  lands  are  located  to  the  Pennsylvania 
railroad,  or  other  public  improvement.  In  effect,  this 
is  to  empower  the  company  to  start  a  railroad  at  any 
point  in  either  of  the  counties  of  Centre  or  Clearfield, 
to  run  it  any  distance  in  any  direction,  and  to  termi- 
nate it  at  any  point  where  it  would  connect  with  any 
public  improvement  in  the  State.  This,  in  my  opinion, 
is  altogether  too  indefinite  and  general.  A  grant  of 
power  to  a  corporation  should  be  clear,  precise  and 
definite. 

If  the  persons  who,  in  this  bill,  propose  to  asso- 
ciate themselves  together,  desire  to  purchase  and  hold 
lands,  and  engage  in  the  business  of  mining  and  sell- 
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ing  coal,  they  can,  if  they  choose,  organize  a  company 
under  the  general  law,  and  when  organized  the  com- 
pany can  doubtless,  without  difficulty,  obtain  a  spe- 
cific grant  to  construct  any  railroad  which  may  be 
clearly  necessary  for  its  business  purposes.  But,  to 
bestow  upon  a  company  the  unusual  and  unlimited 
power  proposed  in  this  bill,  before  it  is  known  when, 
where  or  how  it  will  be  exercised,  is  well  calculated 
to  lead  it  in  collision  with  other  companies  already 
or  hereafter  to  be  formed,  and  as  a  precedent  is  ex- 
ceedingly dangerous. 

Again,  the  individual  liability  clause  in  this  bill  dif 
fers  somewhat  from  that  of  the  general  law.  Here  it 
is  confined  to  "debts  due  mechanics,  workmen  and  la- 
borers employed  by  said  company,"  whilst  the  general 
law  makes  the  stockholders  individually  liable  for  "all 
debts  contracted  for  work  and  labor  done,  or  materials 
furnished,  for  opening,  improving  and  preparing  lands 
for  mining  purposes,  and  all  debts  contracted  by  the 
corporation  in  their  business  of  mining,  selling  and 
conveying  to  market  the  minerals  on  or  in  their  said 
lands.'-  It  will  be  perceived  that  the  personal  liabil- 
ity provided  for  in  this  bill  is  much  more  limited  than 
that  of  the  general  act.  In  my  opinion,  the  law  in 
this  respect  should  be  uniform. 

My  objections  to  the  bill  are:  First — That  it  is  un- 
necessary, so  far  is  it  relates  simply  to  the  business 
of  mining  and  vending  coal  or  other  minerals.  Sec- 
ond— ^That  the  powers  proposed  to  be  conferred,  in 
addition  to  those  enumerated  in  the  general  law,  are 
such  as  ought  not  to  be  given  to  any  corporation  for 
any  purpose  whatever.  Third — That  this  bill  proposes 
to  exempt  the  individual  corporators  from  a  portion 
of  the  liability  imposed  upon  stockholders  of  all  sim- 
ilar companies  organized  under  the  general  law  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that,  in  my  opinion,  applications 
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for  spt»cial  acts  of  incorporation  for  manufacturing  or 
mining  purposes,  ought  not  to  be  encouraged.  If  the 
general  law  is  defective,  let  it  be  carefully  and  prop- 
erly amended.  It  will  surely  be  conceded  that  such 
companies  should  be  entitled  to  (he  privileges  granted, 
and  subject  to  the  liabilities  and  restrictions  imposed 
by  uniform  law. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  '*A  Supplement  to  an  Act 
Entitled  *An  Act  to  Legitimate  Mary  Allen.'  '' 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  February  8,  1858. 
Gentlemen : 

I   CANNOT  APPROVE  THE  BILL,  ENTITLED  "A 
supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  *An  Act  to  legiti- 
mate Mary  Allen/  approved  the  13th  day  of  May, 
A.  D.  1857." 

The  act  to  which  th<*  bill  before  me  is  a  supplement, 
declares  that  Mary  Allen,  an  illegitimate  child  of 
Thomas  J.  All(»n.  of  Fayette  <ounty,  shall  have  and 
enjoy  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  child  born  in 
lawful  wedlock,  and  the  bill  now  under  consideration 
proposes  to  change  the  name  from  **Thomas  J.  Allen'' 
to  ^^Matthew  Allen,  deceased/'  In  effect,  this  would 
be  a  le£:islative  d(»claration  that  Marv  Allen  is  the 
illegitimate  daught(»r  of  Matth<»w  Allen  deceased,  ac- 
companied by  a  legislative  enactment  that  she  shall 
have  and  (»njoy  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  child 
born  in  lawful  wedlock.  1  have  not  been  able  to  dis- 
cover any  (»videnc(»  of  the  alleged  fact  that  Mary  is  an 
ill(»gitimat<*  daughter  of  Matthew  Allen,  deceased, 
except  what  may  be  inf(MT<»d  from  the  bill  itself;  and 
this  direct Iv  contradicts  the  declaration  contained  in 
the  a<t  of  the  last  lif^gislature,  that  Mary  was  the  ille- 
gitimate daughter  of  Thomas  J.  Allen.     But  if  there 
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was  clear  eviden<:e  that  Mary  is  the  illegitimate  daugh- 
ter of  Matthew  Alleu,  deceased,  and  that  the  name  of 
Thouias  J.  Alleu  was  inserted  in  the  act  of  one  thou- 
sand eight  hi.udred  and  fifty  seven,  by  mistake,  the 
bill  is  still  liable  to  the  serious  objection,  that  the 
father  s  assent  has  never  been  procured  to  the  declara- 
tion of  le«^itimacy,  and  that,  subsequent  to  his  death, 
rights  and  privileges  are  attempted  to  be  conferred 
upon  one  who  had  no  legal  claim  to  any  part  of  his 
estate  at  the  time  of  his  decease.  80  far  as  this  would 
interfere  with  vested  rights,  it  would  be  clearly  uncon- 
stitutional, and,  therefore,  not  within  the  scope  of 
legislative  authority.  Whether  Matthew  Allen  died 
testate  or  intestate,  his  estate,  whatever  it  may  be, 
passed,  upon  his  death,  to  his  devisees  or  his  heirs-at- 
law;  and  there  is  no  power  in  the  General  Assembly 
to  enlarge  or  k*ssen  the  number  of  either  the  heirs  or 
devisees.  The  Legislature  cannot  take  the  property 
of  one  individual,  with  or  without  compensation,  in 
order  to  give  it  to  another.  An  act  legitimating  a 
child  born  out  of  lawful  wedlock,  passed  upon  the  re- 
quest and  in  the  lifetime  of  its  reputed  father,  is  free 
from  objection;  but  after  the  decease  of  such  reputed 
father,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  request  on  his  part, 
it  is,  to  say  the  least,  very  questionable,  whether  there 
should  be  legislative  interference  with  the  rights  of 
his  children,  legitimate  or  illegitimate. 

It  may  be  that  the  object  of  this  bill  is  a  fair  one, 
and  that,  with  sufficient  explanations,  the  objections 
might  be  removed;  but  such  explanations  have  not 
been  given,  and  upon  its  face  it  appears  to  be  entirely- 
wrong,  and  dangerous,  as  a  precedent,  if  not  clearly 
unconstitutional. 

For  these  reasons  I  am  constrained  to  return  the 
bill  without  my  approval,  to  the  Senate,  in  which  it 
originated. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Norris  Cornish  Engine  Works  of  the  Borough 
of  Norristown." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  February  22,  1858. 
Gentlemen : — 

THE  BILL,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  INCORPOR-. 
ate  the  Norris  Cornish  engine  works  of  the  bor- 
ough of  Norristown,"  is  herewith  returned  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  in  which  it  originated,  with- 
out my  approval. 

This  bill  proposes  to  establish  a  company  for  the 
purpose  of  '^making  and  manufacturing  stationery  and 
portable  engines,  mining  apparatus,  and  such  other 
machinery  as  generally  appertains  to  a  foundry  and 
machine  shop,"  with  a  capital  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  with  power  to  increase  the  same  to 
any  sum  not  exceeding  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  second  section  of  the  act  of  Ist  of  April, 
1853,  extends  the  provisions  of  the  general  manufac- 
turing law  of  1849  to  companies  formed  "for  the  man- 
ufacture of  articles  from  iron  and  other  metals,  or  out 
of  wood,  iron  and  other  metals/'  By  this  section,  the 
organization  of  a  company  like  the  one  contemplated 
in  the  present  bill,  is  clearly  authorized,  and  there  is 
therefore  no  necessity  for  a  special  act  of  incorpora- 
tion. The  object  of  the  bill  is  probably  to  obtain  for 
the  corporators  powers  and  privileges  not .  conferred 
by  the  general  law;  or  to  avoid  liabilities  and  restric 
tions  created  and  imposed  by  it.  The  principal  points 
of  djffei'ence  between  the  two  relate  to  the  measure 
and  extent  of  taxation,  the  individual  liability  of  the 
stockholders,  and  the  liabilitv  of  the  directors  for 
declaring  and  pajing  dividends  not  actually  earned. 
The  act  of  7th  April,  1849,  requires  companies  incor- 
porated under  it  to  pay  to  the  Commonwealth,  in  five 
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equal  annual  inistalmeuts,  one-half  of  one  per  centum 
upon  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock;  and  the  act  of 
the  20th  of  April,  1853,  requires  the  same  bonus  to 
be  paid  upon  any  subsequent  increase  of  capital.  This 
bill  proposes  to  limit  the  bonus  to  one-half  of  one 
per  centum  upon  the  capital  paid  in;  and  the  act  is 
to  take  eliect  when  one  thousand  shai-es  of  fifty  dollars 
eacli  shall  be  subscribed,  and  ten  per  centum  of  each 
share  ])aid  in.  Under  the  general  law,  the  bonus  to 
be  paid  could  not  be  less  than  five  hundred  dollars, 
while,  under  this  provision,  it  might  not  exceed  twen- 
ty-five. The  amount  of  difference  is  not  sufficiently 
large  to  be  of  much  moment,  but  the  principle  of  equal 
taxation  is  of  the  first  im][X)rtance,  and  its  mainte- 
nance one  of  the  highest  duties  of  government. 

To  declare  and  pay  dividends,  except  from  the  ac- 
tual profits,  subjects,  under  the  general  law,  the  di- 
rectors consenting  thereto  to  a  personal  liability  for 
all  the  existing  debts  of  the  company,  as  well  as  all 
subsequent  debts  contracted  during  their  continu- 
ance in  oflice;  whilst  the  penalty  imposed  in  the  pres- 
ent bill  is  only  personal  liability  to  the  corporation 
for  the  excess  so  declared  and  paid.  The  general  pro- 
vision is  eminently  just  and  proper,  while  the  one  pro- 
posed is  entirely  illusory  and  worthless. 

But  the  most  material  difference  is  to  be  found  in 
the  personal  liability  of  stockholders  for  the  debts 
of  the  corporation.  The  proposition  in  this  bill  is 
to  make  the  stockholders  individually  liable  "for  all 
debts  due  mechanics,  workmen  and  laborers  employed 
by  said  company,"  whilst  the  personal  responsibility 
of  stockholders  in  companies  organized  under  the  gen- 
eral law  extends  to  debts  due  to  "laborers  employed 
by  such  companies,  and  for  machinery,  provisions, 
merchandize,  country  produce  and  materials  furnished 
for  said  companies,  I'espectively.*'  The  difference  be- 
tween the  two  is  important.    I  can  perceive  no  good 
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reason  why  a  company  organized  for  the  manufacture 
of  engines,  mining  appai^atus  and  such  other  ma- 
chinery as  appertains  to  a  foundry  and  machine  shop, 
should  be  favored  in  this  respect  beyond  other  com- 
panies having  like  objects  in  view.  With  individuals 
and  unincorporated  associations,  the  profits  of  a  busi- 
ness cannot  be  received  and  enjoyed  without  the  cor- 
responding risk  of  paying  losses  incurred;  and  it  may 
admit  of  grave  question  whether  incorporations  should 
be  established  at  all  to  engage  in  business  in  com- 
petition with  Individuals  already  employed  therein, 
to  which  individual  means  and  capital  are  adequate, 
without  full  and  complete  responsibility  of  the  cor- 
porators for  all  obligations  incurred  by  the  company. 
But,  certainly  the  stockholder  liability  in  our  min- 
ing and  manufacturing  laws  is  so  moderate,  reason- 
able and  just,  that  no  objection  should  be  made  to  it, 
and  no  attempt  to  evade  it  by  special  acts  should  be 
permitted.  The  manufacture  of  engines  and  other  ma- 
chinery is  within  the  bounds  of  individual  enterprise, 
and,  if  the  prospect  of  profit  in  such  an  undertaking 
induces  the  aggregation  of  capital  and  the  formation 
of  joint  stock  companies,  let  those  who  are  to  share 
the  profits  insure  the  fanner  who  sells  the  company  his 
produce,  the  merchant  who  supplies  it  with  goods,  and 
the  artizau  or  mechanic  who  furnishes  materials  or 
machinery,  against  the  danger  of  ultimate  loss. 

In  addition  to  the  points  already  noticed,  it  may  be 
observed  that  many  wholesome  restraints  imposed  by 
the  manufacturing  law  and  its  supplements  are  not 
embraced  within  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  and  that 
the  reservation  it  contains  of  a  right  in  the  Legisla- 
ture to  amend,  alter  or  repeal  the  act,  is  in  difl'erent 
terms  from  those  of  the  constitutional  provision  on 
that  subject. 

I  have  thus  stated  my  objections  to  particular  fea- 
tures of  the  bill;    but  I  deem  this  a  proper  occasion 


William  Fisher  Packer.  29 

to  express,  generally,  my  opposition  to  special  acts 
of  incorporation  for  pnrposes  clearly  embraced  in  the 
manufacturing  law  and  its  supplements.  To  avoid 
the  necessity  of  special  legislation  (while  extending 
to  capital  desirous  of  corporate  Investment  large  and 
liberal  advantages),  the  act  of  1849  was  passed,  and 
with  similar  objects  it  has  since  been  extended  to  in- 
clude nearly  every  species  of  business  for  the  transac- 
tion of  which  associated  capital  is  reciuired.  If  the 
laws  on  this  subject  are  imi^rfect,  let  them  be  im- 
proved by  proper  amendments.  A  resort  to  special 
legislation  for  particular  cases  will  produce  no  im- 
provement of  one  general  system;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, will  disfigure  it,  and  introduce  peculiar  evils, 
rendering  its  amendment  more  difficult.  It  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  enumerate  all  the  objections  to  special 
legislation;  but  the  occasion  invites  a  brief  reference 
to  some  of  those  which  are  most  prominent.  In  the 
first  place,  when  a  bill  is  confined  to  a  single  locality, 
or  is  limited  in  its  application  to  a  particular  com- 
pany, it  fails  to  receive,  at  the  hands  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, that  consideration  which  is  given  to  a  general 
bill,  and  which  is  requisite  to  give  it  an  unobjection- 
able form.  The  result  not  unfrequently  is,  that 
powers  are  granted  which  should  be  withheld,  and 
restrictions  omitted  which  ought  to  be  imposed. 
Again,  as  each  corporation  has  a  law  of  its  own,  there 
is  neither  uniformity  nor  equality  in  what  is  con- 
ferred, or  in  what  is  prohibited.  Hence,  that  which 
one  corporation  can  do  with  impunty,  is  expressly  for- 
bidden to  another  of  the  same  character.  Another 
evil  grows  out  of  the  defective  machinery  provided  for 
the  practical  operations  of  companies  organized  under 
special  laws.  Ft^equent  occasion  is  thereby  given  for 
supplementary  acts  which  fill  our  statute  books  (al- 
though they  are  of  no  public  interest),  and  occupy 
a  large  part  of  the  time  and  attention  of  the  General 
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Assembly  aud  the  Executive.  It  is  «a  public  gri<!V- 
ance  that  so  much  of  the  time  of  the  several  depart- 
ments of  the  government  should  be  diverted  from  the 
performance  of  other  important  public  duties,  and 
consumed  upon  acts  of  this  character. 

While  disclaiming  hostility  to  proper  legislation 
for  incorporations,  I  am,  nevertheless,  free  to  saj, 
that  our  main  dependence  for  the  succes  of  our  busi- 
ness interests  must  rest  upon  individual  enterprise, 
rather  than  corporate  action.  That  close  and  care- 
ful attention  to  the  minute  details  of  business,  a^  well 
as  that  strict  economy  in  its  management,  absolutely 
necessarv  to  success,  can  onlv  be  insured  when  the 
motives  that  prompt  are  the  hope  of  individual  gain, 
and  the  fear  of  individual  loss.  Monev  cannot  take 
care  of  itself,  and  all  experience  proves  that  the  ex- 
tent of  capital  invested  in  a  corporate  enterprise,  will 
not  guard  the  institution  from  insolvency  and  ruin. 
My  earnest  desire  is,  that  our  plan  of  incorporating 
ccmipanies  for  business  purposes  shall  be  the  one  best 
calculated  to  advance  tlie  interests  and  well-being  of 
the  State;  and  one  that,  whilst  it  may  atTord  a  rea- 
sonable prospect  of  gain  to  the  shareholder,  will,  at 
the  same  time,  protect  those  who  are  strangers  to  the 
profits,  from  the  necessity  of  contributing  to  the 
losses  of  the  company.  Such  a  plan  can  only  be  se- 
cured by  a  law  general  in  its  provisions,  extending 
equally  ov(»r  the  entire  State,  and  applicable  to  every 
citizen  desiring  its  advantages.  I  cannot,  therefore, 
sanction  special  acts  of  incorporation  for  purposes 
already  fully  provided  for  by  the  ^riKTal  laws  of  the 
Commonwealth 

>VM    F    IMCKER. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  **An  Act  to  Amend  the 
Charter  of  the  Penn  Asylum  for  Indigent  Widows 
and  Single  Women  of  the  District  of  Kensington, 
in  the  County  of  Philadelphia/' 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  February  24,  1858. 
Gentlemeu : — 

THE  BILL,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  AMEND 
the  charter  of  the  Penn  asylum  for  indigent 
widows  and  single  women  of  the  district  of 
Kensingtoo,  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,"  is  here- 
with returned,  without  my  approval,  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  in  which  it  originated. 

It  is  proposed  by  the  bill  under  consideration  to 
amend  a  charter  granted  on  the  10th  day  of  December, 
1852,  by  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  of 
Philadelphia,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  13 Ih  October,  1840.  By  reference  to  that  act 
it  will  be  found  that  full  power  is  given  to  the  court  of 
common  pleas  of  the  county  where  the  corporation  is 
located,  not  only  to  grant  charters  for  the  purposes 
specified,  but  to  alter  or  amend  them  whenever  it  is 
deemed  necessary  or  expedient.  It  is,  therefore,  ob- 
vious that  the  tribunal  which  creates  the  corporation 
is  the  proper  one  to  alter  or  amend  its  charter. 

The  only  record  of  such  charter  is  to  be  found  in 
the  recorder's  office  of  the  proper  county,  and  there 
should  also  bo  found  every  subsequent  alteration  or 
amendment.  It  would  lead  to  inextricable  confusion 
if  the  practice  should  become  general  of  amending  by 
legislative  enactments  charters  created  by  the  Su- 
preme (]5ourt  or  by  the  court  of  common  pleas.  Our 
system  of  incorporations  is  already  sufficiently  intri- 
cate and  cumbersome.  If  this  attempt  to  intermingle 
the  action  of  the  Legislature  and  the  courts  should  pre- 
vail, the  dav  is  not  far  distant  when  no  human  in- 
duBtry  will  be  able  to  master  the  subject. 
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It  may  be  that  the  bill  before  me  is  right  in  itself, 
and  should  become  a  law.  Tf  so,  the  judges  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas  of  Philadelphia  itounty,  wiiere 
the  corporators  rt^side,  are  entirely  competent  to  de- 
cide correctly  upon  its  merits,  and  may  be  safely 
trusted  to  do  justl<e  to  all  parties. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  a  Bill,  Entitled  "An  Act  to 
Divide  Cass  Townshij),  in  the  County  of  Schuyl- 
kill." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  Feb.  25,  1858. 
Gentlemen: — 

THE    BILL,    ENTITLED   "AN    ACT  TO    DIVIDE 
Cass  township,  in  the  county  of  Schuylkill,"  is 
herewith  n*turued  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  which  it  originated,  without  my  approval. 

The  tirst  section  of  the  bill  under  consideration 
provides  that  "Southern  Cass  township,  in  the  county 
of  S<huvlkill,  shall  be  divided  into  tw^o  election  dis- 
tricts/'  and  the  second  scM-tiou  defines  the  boundaries 
and  tixcs  the  places  of  holding  the  elections  for  each 
of  the  districts  thus  created.  By  the  act  of  20th  April, 
IS'A.  th(»  courts  of  quarter  sessions  are  authorized, 
within  their  respective  counties,  to  divide  any  bor- 
ough, ward  or  township  into  two  or  more  election  dis- 
tricts, to  alter  the  bounds  of  any  election  district,  or 
to  form  an  election  district  out  of  parts  of  two  or 
more  adjoining  townships,  so  as  to  suit  the  conven- 
ience of  {\w  inhabitants  thereof,  and  to  fix  the  place 
of  holding  el(»ctions,  and  appoint  the  election  ofTicers 
to  serv(»  unJil  others  an*  duly  elected  according  to  ex- 
isting laws. 
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The  propriety  of  dividing  a  township  into  two  or 
more  election  districts  is  a  question  of  a  purely  local 
character,  and  the  Legislature,  by  the  foregoing  en- 
actment, has  wisely  provided  a  local  tribunal  for  its 
decision.  If  it  be  proper  to  divide  Cass  township,  as 
proposed  by  this  bill,  parties  for  and  against  such 
division  can  have  a  full  and  fair  opportunity  of  being 
heard  before  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  proper 
county,  and  that  court,  after  a  thorough  investigation 
of  the  facts,  may  decree  accordingly.  The  act  of  1854 
>vas  passed  to  remove  from  the  Legislature  all  such 
applications  as  the  one  now  before  us,  and  to  send 
them  to  the  courts  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
districts  proposed  to  be  divided,  where  they  properly 
belong,  and  where  they  can  be  intelligently  and  impar- 
tially disposed  of,  according  to  the  justice  of  each 
case. 

I  am,  therefore,  disposed  to  adhere  to  the  policy  of 
the  general  law,  by  refusing  my  assent  to  any  special 
legislation  uopn  the  subject.  It  is  true  that  the  pre- 
amble to  this  bill  recites  that  the  spring  election  will 
precede  the  next  session  of  the  court  in  Schuylkill 
county;  but  that  fact  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  af- 
ford a  sufficient  reason  to  justify  a  departure  from  the 
general  rule.  Cass  township  has  already  been  divided 
into  two  election  districts,  and,  although  it  may  be 
convenient  to  have  it  further  divided  for  election  pur- 
poses, it  is  obvious  that  the  delay  for  a  single  election 
will  not  work  any  very  great  injury  to  the  citizens 
of  the  townships. 

The  duty  of  erecting  new  townships,  and  of  estab- 
lishing new  election  districts,  is,  in  my  opinion,  wisely 
and  pro|>erly  lodged  in  the  courts  of  quarter  sessions 
of  the  several  counties,  and  1  can  perceive  no  good 
reason  for  departing  from  the  general  law. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 

3-V(.l.  VIII -4th  Ser. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  **An  Act  to  Vacate  a  Por- 
tion of  Strawberry  Lane  in  Breed's  Plan,  in  the 
Reserve  Tract  Opposite  Pittsburg,  in  Allegheny 
County/' 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  2,  1858. 
Gentlemen : — 

I     RETURN   HEREWITH   TO  THE  SENATE,  IN 
which  it  originated,  without  my  approval,  the  bill, 
entitled  *'An  Act  to  vacate  a  portion  of  Straw- 
berry lane,  in  Breed's  plan  in  the  Reserve  tract  oppo- 
site Pittsburg,  in  Allegheny  county/' 

The  bill  under  consideration,  in  my  opinion,  pre- 
sents a  question  for  judicial  rather  than  legislative 
action. 

Important  public  and  private  rights  and  interests 
may  be  involved  in  its  proper  investigation  and  deci 
sion.  To  prevent  injustice,  and  to  give  all  parties 
a  fair  and  full  opportunity  to  be  heard  in  such  cases, 
the  General  Assembly,  on  the  8th  day  of  May,  A.  D. 
1854,  passed  an  act  to  enable  the  courts  to  vacate 
lanes,  alleys,  roads  and  highways,  when  become  use- 
less. That  act  provides,  "that  whenever  any  private 
or  public  lane,  alley,  road  or  highway  shall,  by  reason 
of  forming  town  plots  or  otherwise,  become  useless  to 
the  public  and  those  having  lands  bounding  thereon, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  twelve  freeholders  of  the 
vicinity,  to  petition  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of 
the  proper  county,  setting  forth  such  fact,  and  whether 
the  same  was  laid  out  by  the  public  or  private  own- 
ers, whereupon  the  said  court  shall  grant  a  rule  to 
show  cause  why  such  lane,  alley,  road  or  highway  be 
not  <!losed  u])  and  vacated,  which  rule  shall  be  pub- 
lished in  one  or  more  newspapers  for  four  weeks^ 
twice  i\  w(»ek  in  any  city,  and  once  a  week  in  other 
y)art8  of  the  State;  and  in  th<»  <ase  of  a  private  alley^ 
lane  or  road,  all  jKTsons  having  interests  and  rlghta 
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therein,  who  shall  not  be  petitioners,  shall  have  notice 
thereof  in  writing,  duly  served  upon  them;  and  upon 
hearing  all  parties  interested,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  court  to  decree  the  vacation  of  any  such  lane,  al- 
ley, street  or  highway  presently  upon  such  hearing, 
or  after  such  further  delay  as  the  said  court  may  think 
necessary  for  the  expression  of  the  views  of  all  par- 
ties desiring  to  be  heard/' 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  ample  provision  has  been 
made  by  a  general  law  for  the  accomplishment  of  the 
object  which  this  bill  has  in  view,  if  the  lane  in  ques- 
tion is  unnecessary  or  has  become  useless,  and  really 
ought  to  be  vacated.  Whether  it  should  or  should 
not  be  vacated  can  best  be  determined  by  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions  of  Allegheny  county,  after  a  full 
hearing  of  all  parties  interested,  upon  notice  given  as 
the  act  requires.  It  is  useless  to  pass  general  laws 
providing  local  tribunals  for  the  hearing  and  deter- 
mination of  questions  purely  local  in  their  character, 
unless  such  questions  are  submitted  to  the  tribunals 
so  created  for  decision.  The  power  of  the  General 
Assembly  to  pass  special  laws  for  particular  highways 
is  not  questioned,  but  I  am  very  clear  that  the  power 
ought  not  to  be  exercised.  A  safe,  prompt  and  effi- 
cient system  having  been  provided  for  removing  any 
grievance  which  may  exist  by  reason  of  the  unnec- 
essary continuance  of  a  highway,  the  legislative  duty 
is  therefore  fully  performed,  and  the  responsibility 
of  applying  the  immediate  remedy  rests  with  the  pub- 
lic functionaries  to  whose  jurisdiction  the  matter  has 
been  committed.  It  is  not  pretended  that  the  courts 
will  not  faithfully  and  impartially  discharge  their 
duty. 

The  vacation  of  the  lane  in  question  may  be  entirely 
free  from  objection — my  only  reason  for  withholding 
my  approval  is  that  I  am  opposed  to  special  legisla- 
tion for  such  a  purpose.     AH  bills  for  opening,  va- 
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eating  or  regulating  particular  highways,  for  dividing 
townships,  creating  new  election  districts,  and  sub- 
jects of  a  like  nature,  are  equally  objectionable  and 
cannot  receive  my  sanction,  unless  there  exists  a  press- 
ing necessity  which  would  justify  a  departure  from 
the  general  rule.  Abundant  provision  has  been  al- 
ready made  for  all  such  cases  by  general  laws,  and 
to  the  proper  courts  having  jurisdiction,  I  would  refer 
them  for  adjudication.  All  interests  can  then  be  fairly 
represented,  all  parties  fully  heard,  and  such  judg- 
ment pronounced  as  justice  and  right  may  demand. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  **An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Washington  Infantry  Company,  of  the  City  of 
Pittsburg." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Ilarrisburg,  March  6,  1858. 
Gentlemen: — 

I    AM   COXSTKAlNEi)   TO   WITHHOLD  MY   Ap- 
proval from  the  bill,  entitliMl  *^An  Act  to  incor- 
porate the  Washington  Infantry  company  of  the 
city  of  Pittsburg.'^ 

This  bill  proposes  to  create  and  declare  certain  per- 
sons, named  therein,  a  body  politic  and  corporate 
under  the  name,  style  and  title  of  "Washington  In- 
fantry of  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  with  perpetual  succes- 
sion, with  i)ower  to  sue  and  be  sued,  to  purchase  and 
hold  lands,  goods  and  chattels,  and  the  same  from  time 
to  time  to  sell  and  dispose  of:  Provided,  That  the 
cleai-  y(»arly  value  shall  not  exceed  thirty-five  hundred 
dollars  ])vv  year;  and  also  to  onlain,  establish  and 
I)ut  in  (execution  such  by-laws,  ordinances  and  regula- 
tions as  shall  ay»]»ear  ne(<»ssary  and  convenient  for  the 
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government  of  the  coi'poration,  not  being  contrary  to 
this  charter  or  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States  or  of  this  Commonwealth." 

The  object  of  the  corporation,  as  set  forth  in  the 
second  section,  is  "the  acquirement  of  military  disci- 
pline for  the  general  good." 

My  objection  to  the  bill  is,  that  it  interferes  with 
the  unity  and  harmony  of  our  militia  system,  which 
is  now  regulated  and  controlled  by  laws  applicable  to 
the  entire  volunteer  force  of  the  Commonwealth.  If 
each  company  is  authorized  to  make  its  own  rules  and 
regulations,  it  is  not  difficult  to  perceive  that  the  uni- 
formity, which  is  essentially  necessary  to  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  system,  will  soon  be  entirely  destroyed. 
But,  even  if  no  evils  were  likely  to  grow  out  of  the 
practice  of  incorporating  volunteer  companies,  a  suf- 
licient  reason  for  refraining  therefrom  may  be  found 
in  the  fact,  that  no  necessity  exists  for  the  creation 
of  bodies  politic  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  military 
discipline.  The  power  to  contract  debts,  to  sue  and  be 
sued,  to  buy  and  sell  lands,  goods  and  chattels,  will 
not,  in  my  opinion,  promote  a  military  spirit  or  assist 
the  citizen  soldier  in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  military 
tactics. 

1  am  well  satisfied  that  the  public  interests  will  be 
best  promoted  by  adhering  to  the  plan  of  governing 
and  regulating  the  volunteer  companies  of  our  Com- 
monwealth by  general  laws,  and  that  those  who  asso- 
ciate themselves  together  for  military  discipline,  shall 
compose  companies,  battalions,  regiments,  brigades 
and  divisions,  rather  than  bodies  politic  and  corporate, 
created  by  special  acts  of  Assembly.  This  policy 
never  has  been  departed  from,  except  in  a  single  in- 
stance, so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  discover,  and  that 
ease  dates  back  no  further  than  the  last  session  of  the 
Ijegislature.  The  encouragement  of  these  af»plica- 
tions  would  tend  to  establish  incorporated  volunteer 
companies  all  over  the  State,  with  perpetual  succes 
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Bion,  calculated  seriously  to  retard  any  improvement 
in  the  system,  which  time  and  experience  may  render 
necessary  and  proper.  To  grant  chartered  rights 
which  may  not  be  rescinded  at  pleasure,  or  to  create 
companies  which  may  not  be  dissolved  by  legislative 
enactment,  is  wholly  at  variance  with  our  former  pol- 
icy, may  produce  insubordination  to  rightful  author- 
ity, and  can  be  productive  of  no  good  results. 

For  these  reasons,  I  return  the  bill  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  which  it  originated,  without  my 
approval. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  *'An  Act  Requiring  the 
Pittsburg  and  Steubenville  Railroad  Company  to 
Make  an  Arch  or  Trussel  XVork  for  the  Passage  of 
a  Public  Road  in  Washington  County,  and  Making 
It  Unlawful  for  Said  Railroad  Company  to  Change 
the  Location  of  Said  Public  Road." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  8,  1858. 
(rentlemen: — 

A  BILL  HAS  BEEN  PRESENTED  FOR  MY  AP- 
])roval,  entitled  "An  Act  riKjuiring  the  Pittsburg 
and  Steubenville  railroad  companv  to  make  an 
arch  or  trussel  work  for  the  passage  of  a  public  road 
in  Washington  county,  and  making  it  unlawful  for 
said  railroad  company  to  change  the  location  of  said 
public  road.'' 

The  fire!  and  only  section  of  the  bill  provides  *^that 
the  Pittsburg  and  Steubenvilh*  railroad  company  shall 
mak(»  eiHier  an  arch  or  trussel  work  for  the  passage  of 
a  public  road  under  their  railroad,  where  it  crosses 
a  public  road  leading  foui  Burgettstown  to  Condor,  on 
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till*  furin  of  John  S.  Russel^  in  Smith  township,  in  the 
county  of  Washington,  and  it  shall  not  he  lawful  for 
said  railroad  company  to  change  the  location  of  said 
road." 

The  twelfth  section  of  the  act  regulating  railroad 
companies,  passed  the  19th  day  of  February,  1849, 
provides  that  whenever,  in  the  construction  of  such 
road  or  roads,  it  shall  be  necessary  to  cross  or  inter- 
sect any  established  road,  or  way,  it  shall  bo  the  duty 
of  the  president  and  directors  of  said  company  so  to 
construct  the  said  road  across  such  established  road 
or  way  as  not  to  impede  the  passage  or  transportation 
of  persons  or  property  along  the  same."  And  the 
thirteenth  section  declares,  'that  if  any  such  railroad 
compan}'  shall  find  it  necessary  to  change  the  site  of 
any  portion  of  any  turnpike  or  public  road,  they  shall 
cause  the  same  to  be  re-constructed  forthwith,  at 
their  own  proper  expense,  on  the  most  favorable  loca- 
tion and  in  as  perfect  a  manner  as  the  original  road: 
Provided,  That  the  damages  incurred  in  changing 
the  location  of  any  road,  authorized  by  this  section, 
shall  be  ascertained  and  paid  by  such  company,  in  the 
same  manner  as  is  provided  for  in  regard  to  the  loca- 
tion and  construction  of  their  own  road.'' 

The  Pittsburg  and  Steubenville  railroad  company 
was  incorporated  under  an  act  passed  the  24th  day  of 
March,  1849,  and  made  subject  to  all  the  provisions 
and  restrictions  of  the  general  railroad  law.  The 
right  to  change  the  location  of  a  public  road  when  it 
becomes  necessary,  is  expressly  given  to  all  railroad 
companies  incorporated  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  refen-ed  to,  and  it  is  at  least  questionable  whether 
that  right  can  be  taken  away  without  the  assent  of 
the  corporation.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as 
denying  the  constitutional  power  of  the  General  As- 
sembly to  change,  alter  and  amend  the  act  in  r(»fer- 
ence  to  railroad  companies,  with  or  without  the  assent 
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of  the  companies  incorporated  under  it,  but  I  have 
serious  doubts  wliether  the  Legislature  may  lawfully 
required  a  railroad  company,  organized  under  the  gen- 
eral law,  to  make  a  particular  crossing  in  a  particu- 
lar manner,  or  to  prevent  it  from  changing  the  loca- 
tion of  a  certain  public  road  at  a  given  point,  when  by 
the  law  creating  the  company  it  was  authorized  to 
change  the  site  of  any  public  road  when  it  became  nec- 
essary, provided  that  a  new  road  was  immediatel}* 
constructed,  at  least  ecjual  to  the  old  one,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  company,  including  all  damages  incurred 
by  reason  of  the  change.  But,  even  conceding  the 
constitutional  power  of  the  Legislature  to  pass  the 
bill  under  consideration,  I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion 
that  the  power  ought  not  to  be  exercised.  If  the  rail- 
road can  be  constructed  so  as  to  cross  the  public  road 
at  the  point  named,  by  a  reasonable  expenditure  of 
money,  without  changing  the  lo<*ation  of  the  road, 
and  not  to  impede  the  free  use  of  the  highway,  then 
the  necessity  for  the  change  does  not  exist,  and  by 
a  proper  application  to  a  judicial  tribunal  the  railroad 
company  would  be  restrained  from  interfering  with 
the  route  of  the  public  road,  and  coiHp(»lled  so  to  cross 
it  as  **not  to  impede  the  passage  or  transportation  of 
persons  or  property.'- 

If,  however,  instead  of  adhering  to  the  provisions 
of  the  general  railroad  law.  special  acts  are  to  be 
passed  directing  how  certain  highways  shall  be  crossed 
at  given  points,  it  is  obvious  that  the  uncertain  tenure 
by  which  railroad  companies  will  hold  their  chartered 
privileges,  will  not  only  be  dcstru<tive  to  the  interests 
of  those  now  having  large  inv(»stnients  in  such  enter- 
prises, but  will  tend,  in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  to 
deter  capitalists  from  embarking  in  those  great  public 
undertakings  hereafter.  While  local  and  private  in- 
terests should  be  carefully  guard(»d,  the  acticm  of  gov- 
eniment  on  the  subject  of  those  gr(»at  thoroughfares 
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now  so  closely  identified  with  the  prosperity  of  the 
State,  should  be  liberal  and  magnanimous.  This  bill, 
in  my  opinion,  therefore,  ought  not  to  become  a  law. 
First,  because  it  interferes  with  rights  already  grant- 
ed; second,  because  of  its  special  character;  and 
Third,  because  it  is  unnecessary,  as  a  sufficient  rem- 
edy already  exists  for  preventing  the  railroad  com- 
panies from  infringing  upon  public  or  private  rights. 
For  these  reasons  I  herewith  return  the  bill  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  where  it  originated,  without 
my  approval. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  **An  Act  Permitting  Au- 
gust Mendelson,  of  Pottsville,  to  Peddle  Within  the 
County  of  Schuylkill.'' 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  9,  1858. 
Gentlemen: — 

{HEREWITH  RETURN  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REP- 
i-esentatives,  in  which  it  originated,  the  bill,  en- 
titled **An  act  permitting  August  Mendelson,  of 
Pottsville,  to  peddle  within  the  county  of  Schuylkill.'' 

This  bill  provides  **that  upon  the  payment  of  the 
sum  of  twenty  dollars,  annually,  into  the  treasury  of 
Schuylkill  county,  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth, 
by  August  Mendelson,  of  l^ottsville,  he  is  hereby  i)er- 
mitted  and  allowed  to  peddle  all  kinds  of  goods,  wares 
and  merchandize,  on  foot  or  with  one  horse  and  wagon, 
within  the  countv  of  Schuvlkill." 

On  the  17th  day  of  April,  1846,  an  act  was  passed 
which  declares  "that  no  person  or  persons  shall  sell 
or  expose  to  sale,  within  the  county  of  Schuylkill,  as  a 
hawker,  peddler  or  traveling  merchant,  any  foreign  or 
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domestic  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  ander  the  pen- 
alty of  fifty  dollars  for  each  and  every  oflfence."  By 
that  act,  the  general  law  of  the  Commonwealth,  re- 
lating to  hawkers  and  peddlers,  was  rendered  in- 
operative in  Schuylkill  county,  and  the  proposition 
now  is  to  make  the  special  act  inapplicable  to  a  single 
individual,  a  Mr.  August  Mendelson.  In  eflfect,  this 
would  be  to  declare  by  law  that  generally  certain  per- 
sons may  follow  the  occupation  of  hawkers  and  ped- 
dlers in  the  several  counties  of  this  Commonwealth, 
under  ctTtain  terms  and  restrictions,  but  that  in 
Schuylkill  county,  no  person  shall  be  permitted  to 
engage  in  such  occupation,  except  August  Mendelson, 
who  may  do  so  for  life,  by  complying  with  terms  ap- 
plicable to  himself  alone. 

It  is  bad  enough  to  take  particular  counties  out  of 
the  operation  of  a  general  law,  but  it  is  still  worse 
to  make  an  individual  exception  in  a  special  law. 
Should  this  bill  become  a  law,  August  Mendelson 
would  be  the  only  man  on  earth  that  could  lawfully 
act  as  a  hawker,  peddler  or  traveling  merchant,  and 
dispose  of  foreign  or  domestic  goods,  wares  or  mer- 
chandize, at  retail,  in  the  countv  of  Schuvlkill.  Whv 
he  should  enjoy  a  monopoly  of  this  business,  and  all 
others  equally  deserving  be  excluded,  I  cannot  per- 
c(uve,  and  there  is  nothing  on  the  face  of  the  bill  ex- 
planatory of  its  provisions.  The  individual  named 
might  not  and  probably  would  not  do  any  great  good, 
or  any  very  serious  injury,  in  (exercising  this  exclusive 
privilege*;  but  where  is  to  be  (he  end  of  all  this,  if  it 
is  once  authorized?  Is  the  (leneral  Assembly  willing 
to  undertake  the  task  of  issuing  peddlers'  licenses? 

If  a  license  be  granted  by  the  Legislature  to  one  in- 
dividual, we  cannot  hope  to  escape  similar  applica- 
tions from  other  individuals,  and  if  they  are  equally 
meritorious  whv  should  thev  not  be  allowed? 

And  thus,  a  great  portion  of  the  time  and  attsnUon 
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of  the  several  departments  of  the  government  will 
be  devoted  to  a  subject  which  can  only  be  rightfully 
disposed  of  by  proper  local  officers  and  under  general 
laws. 

In  my  judgment,  the  bill  under  consideration  ought 
not  to  become  a  law;  it  is,  therefore,  for  the  reasons 
briefly  stated,  herewith  returned,  without  my  approval. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "A  Supplement  to  an  Act 
Entitled  'An  Act  to  Provide  for  an  Additional  Law 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  in  the  Sixth 
Judicial  District/' 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  10,  1858. 
Gentlemen  :> — 

A  BILL  HAS  BEEN  PRESENTED  FOR  MY  Ap- 
proval, entitled  "A  supplement  to  an  act,  enti- 
tled ^\n  Act  to  provide  for  an  additional  law 
judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  in  the  sixth  ju- 
dicial district,'  approved  the  17th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1856." 

The  first  section  declares,  "That  the  additional  law 
judge  mentioned  in  and  created  by  the  act  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement,  shall,  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  be  styh»d  the  additional  president  judge,  and  shall 
be  known  and  recognized  as  such  in  all  judicial  pro- 
ceedings and  in  all  official  transactions;  and  shall 
have  power  to  certify  causes  and  issues  for  trial  be- 
fore any  judge  of  an  adjoining  district  as  president 
judge,  in  like  manner  and  for  the  same  reasons  as  is- 
sues and  causes  may  be  certified  by  the  other  president 
judges  of  the  several  judicial  districts  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  generally  shall  have  and  exercise  all 
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the  powers,  privileges  and  authority  cooferred  on  the 
said  presideut  judges  by  the  existing  laws  of  this 
Commonwealth.'' 

Hhould  this  bill  become  a  law,  its  effect  would  be  a 
legislative  enactment  that  there  should  be  two  presi- 
dent judges  in  the  sixth  judicial  district.  This  is  con- 
trary to  the  uniform  custom  which  has  prevailed  in 
this  Commonwealth  since  the  organization  of  the  State 
government,  and,  as  I  conceive,  contrary  to  the  letter, 
as  well  as  the  spirit  of  our  existing  Constitution. 

The  first  section  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion declares  that  "The  judicial  power  of  this  Com- 
monwealth shall  be  vested  in  a  Supreme  Court,  in 
courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  jail  delivery, 
in  a  court  of  common  pleas,  orphans'  court,  register's 
cx)urt  and  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  for 
each  county,  in  justices  of  the  peace  and  in  such  other 
couHs  as  the  I^egislature  may  from  time  to  time  es- 
tablish." 

Although  the  Constitution  nowhere  declares,  in  ex- 
press terms,  that  there  shall  be  but  one  president 
judge  of  the  several  courts  in  the  same  judicial  dis- 
trict, yet,  in  my  opinion,  a  careful  examination  of  the 
several  sections  in  reference  to  the  judiciary,  will  lead 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  necessary  implication  aris- 
ing from  its  express  provisions  is,  that  each  district 
or  circuit  shall  have  but  one  president  judge  of  its 
several  courts. 

The  fifth  section  of  artich*  five  declares  that  "The 
judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  in  each  county 
shall,  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  be  justices  of  the  oyer 
and  terminer  and  general  jail  delivery,  for  the  trial  of 
capital  and  other  offenders  therein;  any  two  of  said 
judges,  Ihe  president  being  one,  shall  be  a  quorum." 
And  the  ninth  section  of  the  same  article  is  in  the 
following  words,  viz: — **The  president  of  the  court 
in  each  <ircnit  within  su<'h  circuit,  and  the  judges 
of  the  court  of  common  pleas  within  their  respective 
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counties,  slisll  be  justices  ot  the  peace,  so  far  as  re- 
lates to  crlmiDal  matters." 

It  will  be  obsi>rved  that  in  both  these  sections,  the 
word  president  is  used  ia  the  singular;  and  when  it 
in  I'eniembered  that  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of 
the  ConstilutioD  it  was  the  well  established  rule  to 
have  but  one  president  judge  for  each  district,  it  can 
Bcarcelj'  be  doubted  that  the  iutention  of  the  Con- 
stitution was  to  conform  to  and  provide  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  that  rule. 

A  construction  of  the  Constitution  which  has  been 
entirely  consistent  and  unifoi-ru  for  a  long  period  of 
time,  is  entitled  to  great  consideration  and  ought  not 
to  be  departed  from,  except  when  it  is  clearly  wrong. 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  practice  heretofore  followed 
of  having  but  one  president  judge  in  each  district,  is 
the  cori-ect  one — the  best  calculated  to  promote  the 
efficiency  of  our  judicial  system,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution;  and  I  am, 
therefoi-e,  unwilling  to  consent  to  the  innovation  pro- 
posed by  the  bill  nnder  consideration. 

If  it  is  necessary  to  confer  additional  powers  upon 
the  associate  law  judge  of  the  sixth  judicial  district, 
it  may  be  done  without  giving  him  the  name  of  ao  ad- 
ditional president  judge. 

For  (he  reasons  herein  stated,  I  return  the  bill  to 
the  Senate,  where  it  originated,  without  my  approval. 
WM.  F.  PACKER. 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  Joseph  Eneu  to  be  Re- 
corder for  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  11,  1858. 
Gentlemen : — 

I    DO  HEREBY  NOMINATE,  FOR  THE  ADVICE 
and  consent  of  tlic  Senate,  Joseph  Eneu,  to  be 
recorder  for  the  <'itv  of  Philadelphia,  to  supply 
the  vacancy  o<'cusioned  by  the  resi^ation  of  Robert 
M.  Lee. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  *'An  Act  to  Extend  to 
Walker  Township,  Huntingdon  County,  the  Pro- 
visions of  the  Act  to  Authorize  the  School  Direc- 
tors of  the  Borough  of  West  Pittsburg,  Allegheny 
County,  to  Select  Sites  for  School  Houses,  Passed 
the  nth  day  of  April,  1856/' 

Executive  (Miauiber, 
Harrisbur<5,  March  1-,  1858. 
(lentlemen: — 

A  BILL  HAS  BEEN  PRESENTED  FOR  MY  Ap- 
proval, entitled  **An  Act  to  extend  to  Walker 
township,  Huntingdon  coiinly,  the  ])rovi8ion8  of 
the  ait  tu  authorize  thc^  school  directors  of  the  bor- 
ouj^h  of  West  Pitlsbur^,  Alleji^heny  county,  to  select 
sites  for  school  houses,  passed  Hu^  11th  day  of  April, 
I80G." 

Bv  reference  to  the  act  extended  bv  tliis  bill  to  the 
school  district  of  Walker  township,  in  the  county  of 
Hunting^don,  I  tind  that  it  provides,  that  whenever  the 
board  of  school  directors  of  West  Pittsbur^j:  shall  be 
unable  to  procure  such  eli^ibl*^  points  for  the  erection 
of  school  houses  tlu^reon  as  they  may  deem  expedient 
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by  agreement  with  the  owuers  of  huid,  thoy  nmy 
enter  upon  and  designate  sufficient  ground  for  tlie 
purpose,  not  exceeding,  in  any  case,  one-half  of  an 
acre,  and  may  use  and  occupy  the  same  for  a  school 
house,  with  its  necessary  or  convenient  appurtenances, 
provision  being  made  in  the  act  for  the  assessment  and 
payment  of  damages  to  the  land  owner.  In  other 
words,  power  is  given  to  the  school  directors  Lo  take 
private  property  against  the  assent  of  the  owner,  for 
the  purpose  of  building  a  school  house.  U  I  his  bill 
should  become  a  law,  the  school  directors  of  Walker 
school  district,  in  the  county  of  Uuntingdon,  may 
enter  upon  any  man*s  farm  within  the  district  without 
his  consent,  and  mark  oil  half  an  acre  of  ground,  and 
erect  thereon  a  house  and  other  necessary  and  con- 
venient appurtenances,  and  occupj^  the  same  for  school 
pui^>oses,  without  even  first  paying  to  the  owner  the 
value  of  the  land,  or  giving  to  him  security  therefor; 
the  only  remedy  being  the  assessment  of  damages  by 
viewers,  and  the  liability  of  the  district  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  same. 

The  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  which 
is  the  right  that  a  government  possesses,  of  taking  the 
property  of  its  subjects  for  necessary  public  uses  at 
a  fair  valuation,  is  one  of  the  highest  prerogatives  of 
sovereignty,  and  ought  never  to  be  used  except  when 
necessary  to  the  accomplishment  of  some  great  public 
good.  This  right,  it  is  true,  may  be  exercised  by  the 
government  through  the  medium  of  corporate  bodies 
or  individuals!  but  only  under  the  restrictions  imposed 
by  the  fourth  section  of  the  seventh  article  of  the 
Constitution,  which  provides  that  **the  Legislature 
shall  not  invest  any  corporate  body  or  individual  with 
the  privilege  of  taking  private  property  for  public  use, 
without  rcM]uiring  such  corporation  or  individual  to 
make  compensation  to  the  owners  of  said  property, 
or  give  adequate  security  therefore,  before  such  prop- 
erty shall  be  taken.'' 
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I  caQUOt  consent  to  give,  even  to  piihlir  corpora t ions, 
the  power  to  take  a  nuurH  land  without  obtaining 
his  consent,  except  in  cases  where  ihe  necessity 
is  clear  and  frei>  from  doubi,  and  1  do  not  helieve  that 
such  necessity  exists  in  refer(*nce  t(»  land  to  be  used 
for  the  building  of  houses  for  our  common  schools. 
No  such  power  is  given  in  our  general  law  regulating 
common  schools.  On  (he  contrary,  when  it  was  pr(»- 
posed  to  be  conferred  upon  scho<»l  directors  gtmerally 
throughout  the  rominonwt*aith,  1  hnd,  by  reference 
to  the  Senate  Journal  for  lMr>4,  that  (he  pntposition 
was  defeated  by  a  large  vote.  I  am  not  aware  that 
any  serious  iuconv<*nien<'c  has  arisen  fnuu  n^ipiiring 
school  directors  to  purduise  hinds  wlu^rtMin  (o  ere<*t 
school  houses,  instead  of  aUowing  them  to  take  it 
when  and  where  they  please,  with  or  with(»ut  the  con- 
sent of  the  owner;  and  1  am  enlin^ly  opposed  to  mak- 
ing exceptions  to  tlM»  general  hiw  of  the  Sijite  in  favor 
of  particular  school  districts. 

The  people  of  this  Commonwealth  art*  willing  that 
their  government  should  exercis**  till  power  which  «*on- 
duces  to  the  happiness,  and  promotes  ifie  prospt^rity 
of  the  great  body  of  its  citizens,  althongli  ii  may  work 
an  individual  hardship;  bur  if  the  public  wetil  does 
not  require  the  sarritire  of  individual  in;«M-esls,  it  is 
an  act  of  tyranny  u])on  the  pait  of  tin*  government  to 
interfere  with  individual  property,  or  piM-mit  others 
to  do  so  in  its  name. 

Hecause  I  do  not  believe  Hiat  the  srliool  direetors 
of  AValker  school  district  shontd  ?ie  peniiiitrd  to  take 
land  to  build  school  houses  uIiIhmii  tiisi  obtaining 
the  owner's  consi»nt.  I  return  this  bill  to  iIm-  l!«mse  of 
Representatives  williour  my  approval. 

WM.  F.  l^\(M<^:[^ 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  **An  Act  Authorizing  Cer- 
tain Supervisors  to  Lay  and  Collect  a  Tax  to  Com- 
plete the  Pattonsville  and  Woodberry  Turnpike 
Road.' 

Executive  Chamber, 
Hamsburg,  March  15,  1858. 
Gentlemen : — 

I  RETURN  HFREWITH,  WITHOUT  MY.ArPRO- 
val,  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  which  it 
originated,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  Act  authorizing 
certain  supervisors  to  lay  and  collect  a  tax  to  complete 
the  Pattonsville  and  Woodberry  turnpike  road.'- 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  under  consideration  au- 
thorizes the  supervisors  of  the  townships  of  Middle 
Woodberry  and  South  Woodberry,  in  the  county  of 
Bedford,  to  lay,  assess  and  collect  an  additional  tax, 
not  exceeding  four  thousand  dollars — Middle  Wood- 
berr}^  raising  tw'enty-two  hundred  dollars,  at  the  rate 
of  eleven  hundred  a  year,  and  South  Woodberry  eigh- 
teen hundred,  or  nine  hundred  dollars  a  year. 

The  second  section  gives  to  the  supervisors  the 
power  to  complete  the  unfinished  part  of  the  Pattons- 
ville and  Woodberry  turnpike  road. 

The  third  section  declares  that  the  said  turnpike 
road  company  shall  have  a  fair  commission  for  the  col- 
lection of  the  tolls  on  tWo  miles  and  three-quarters 
of  the  road  thus  completed  by  the  townships,  and 
shall  pay  the  residue  to  the  townships,  in  proportion 
to  the  amount  of  tax  contributed  by  them,  and  makes 
it  the  duty  of  the  townships,  by  their  supervisors,  to 
keep  in  repair  that  portion  of  the  turnpike  completed 
by  the  said  townships  out  of  the  tolls  received. 

The  fifth  section  provides  for  submitting  the  law  to 
a  vote  of  the  qualified  electors  of  the  townshijm  afore- 
said, for  acceptance  or  refusal. 

4— Vol.  VIII— 4th  Ser. 
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Tbe  objei't  of  the  bill  is  to  enable  tUe  townsbips  lueu- 
tioued  to  raise  luouey  by  a  sp<^cial  tax  aud  to  apply 
it  to  the  <'Oinpl<'(ioii  of  the  turupike  belongiug  to  the 
Pattons^'ille  and  WoodlHTry  ronipany.  In  my  judg- 
ment, its  provisions  are  in  rontlict  with  the  seventh 
section  of  thr  eleventh  articlr  (»f  tlu*  Tonstitutictn  of 
Pennsylvania.  adopt<'d  at  tlu*  last  (^cniMal  eliM-tion. 
which  derlart's  that  **the  I^'gislatuiv  shall  not  author- 
ize  any  county,  rity.  boroii^li,  township  or  incor|M>r- 
ated  district,  by  virtue  of  a  vote  of  itH  citizens,  or 
otherwise,  to  become  stockholders  in  any  (-(»mpany,  as- 
sociation or  corporation,  or  to  obtain  money  for  or 
loan  its  credit  to  any  corporation,  association,  insti- 
tution or  party." 

The  manifest  intent  of  this  most  salutary  constitu- 
tional enactment  was  (o  prevent  municipal  corpora- 
tions from  using,  in  any  manner,  their  money  or  loan- 
ing their  credit  to  any  other  (corporation,  for  any  pur- 
pose whatever.  It  matters  not  whether  the  subscri|>- 
tion  is  made  directly  to  the  capital  stoek  of  a  com[»any, 
to  be  remunerat«^l  by  dividends,  «»r,  as  in  the  present 
instan<'e,  the  money  of  thi*  municipality  is  to  be  used 
for  the  construction  of  a  particular  part  of  a  public 
improvement,  and  the  whoh*  net  (timings  t>f  that  part 
returned  as  a  compensation,  for.  in  eith(*r  case,  the 
money  of  the  township  is  appruMl  t<»  <*arry  «»ut  the  pur- 
poses of  another  corporation.  The  township  is.  in 
fact,  a  shareh<»lder.  to  the  exti*nt  <if  its  investment. 

If  a  township  can  bi*  authorized  to  tax  its  ritizens 
to  raise  money  for  the  rompleti(»ii  of  a  turnpike,  a 
<'ountv  or  a  citv  mav  be  lawfullv  enihoweiefl  to  use 
its  funds  or  its  credit  to  finish  a  railroad;  ;ind  thus. 
by  indire<'tion.  the  iuhilMtion  rontaintHl  in  nor  mganic 
law  mav  be  (*%'aded  and  berom**  a  deati  teller.  1  am 
not  disposed  s<»  to  «-onstrue  the  ( 'oust iint ion.  but  will 
give  th(^  am(*ndment.  adopted  almost  b\  <:riirra1  eon- 
sent,  such  a  construction  as  will   meet    (he  exigency 
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which  gave  rise  to  it.  Believing  this  bill  to  be  Id 
violation  of  that  amendment^  it  cannot  receive  my 
approval. 

\VM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  **A  Supplement  to  An  Act 
Making  Front  Street  and  Peach  Tree  Alley,  in  the 
Village   of   Halifax,   Public   Highways." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  16,  1858. 
Gentlemen : — 

A  BILL  HAS  BEEN  PRESENTED  FOR  MY  Ap- 
proval, entitled  **A  supplement  to  an  act  making 
Front  street  and  Peach  Tree  alley,  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Halifax,  public  highways. 

This  bill  provides,  "that  that  poi*tion  of  Peach  Tree 
alley,  in  the  village  of  Halifax,  Dauphin  county,  ex- 
tending from  Front  street  to  Water  street,  be  opened 
so  that  its  width  shall  be  foHy-four  feet,  and  the  ad- 
ditional width  shall  be  made  et]ually  from  each  side  of 
the  alley." 

I  could  only  approve  of  this  bill  in  case  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions  of  Dauphin  county  had  no  power  to 
grant  the  desired  relief,  and  even  then  the  bill  would 
be  objectionable,  as  it  makes  no  provision  for  th«-  dam- 
ages which  may  be  sustained  by  reason  of  widening 
the  alley  in  question.  But  it  is  clear  that  the  court 
has  full  power  to  increase  the  width  of  the  alley,  and 
equally  clear,  in  my  opinion,  that  application  should 
be  made  to  the  court  and  not  to  the  legislature.  My 
views  upon  a  similar  question  have  already  been  ex- 
l)ressed  in  a  message  whirh  I  had  the  honor  to  com- 
municate to  the  General  Assembly  in  returning,  with- 
out my  approval,  the  bill,  entitled  **An  Act  to  vacate 
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a  portion  of  Strawberry  lane,  in  Breed's  plan  in  the 
Reserve  tract,  opposite  Pittsburg,  Allegheny  county/' 
The  first  section  of  the  act  of  15th  April,  1845,  gives 
to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  power  to  change  or  va- 
cate any  street  or  alley  in  any  unincorporated  village; 
and  the  second  section  of  the  same  act  provides  a 
mode  for  assessing  and  paying  the  damages  sustained 
by  reason  of  such  change  or  vacation.  If  Halifax  is 
an  unincorporated  village,  the  power  to  change  would 
probably  include  the  power  to  alter  the  width;  but, 
whether  the  village  is  incorporated  or  otherwise,  the 
eighth  section  of  the  act  of  8th  May,  1850,  gives  the 
power  to  widen  the  alley  in  question  to  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions,  unless  there  is  something  in  the  bor- 
ough charter  (if  any  there  be),  inconsistent  with  that 
act.  That  section  provides,  "That  in  addition  to  the 
powers  now  given  to  the  courts  of  quarter  sessions 
by  the  act  of  13th  June,  1836,  it  may  be  lawful  for 
them,  on  petition,  under  the  same  rules  and  restric- 
tions regulating  proceedings  for  laying  out  and  va- 
cating public  reads,  to  grant  the  orders  for  widen- 
ing all  such  roads  as  are  now  or  hereafter  may  be 
laid  out,  reserving  to  those  persons  who  may  consider 
themselves  damnified,  the  right  of  submitting  their 
claims  to  a  board  of  viewers,  as  is  now  provided  in 
cases  of  laying  out  roads:  Provided,  That  no  road 
shall,  in  any  case,  exceed  fifty  feet  in  width." 

It  is  true,  that  the  word  '^roads"  is  used  in  this  sec- 
tion, but  it  has  been  conclusively  determined  by  the 
Supreme  Court  that  the  term  **roads''  includes  streets 
and  alleys,  and  that  the  general  power  to  lay  out  and 
oi)en  roads  given  to  the  courts  of  quarter  sessions,  is 
applicable  to  an  alley  in  an  incorporated  village,  where 
no  power  is  given  to  the  borough  authorities  in  the  act 
of  incorporation. 

It  necessarilv  follows  from  this  that  whether  the 
village*  of  Halifax   is  incorporated  or  otherwise,  the 
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court  of  quarter  sessions  of  Dauphin  county  has  power 
to  widen  Peach  Tree  alley,  unless  the  power  is  given 
to  the  borough  authorities,  if  incorporated;  and,  in 
either  case,  there  is  no  necessity  for  the  passage  of 
the  bill  under  consideration.  I  therefore  return  it 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  where  it  originated, 
without  my  approval. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Relating  to  the 
Directors  of  the  Poor  and  House  of  Employment 
for  the  County  of  Washington." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  16,  1858. 
Gentlemen : — 

I  RETURN  HEREWITH  TO  THE  SENATE,  IN 
which  it  originated,  without  my  approval,  the  bill, 
entitled  *^\n  .Act  relating  to  the  directors  of  the 
poor  and  house  of  employment  for  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington." 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  provides,  "That  all 
claims  now  existing  against  the  directors  of  the  poor 
and  house  of  employment  for  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, shall  be  presented  to  the  said  directors  for 
settlement  and  payment  on  or  before  the  lirst  Mon- 
day of  October,  A.  D.  1858,  and  all  claims  hereafter 
arising  against  the  said  directors  shall  be  presented 
for  settlement  and  payment  within  one  year  from  their 
respective  dates;  and  on  the  failure  of  any  creditor 
to  comply  with  the  provision  aforesaid,  he  shall  be 
forever  barred  from  the  recovery  of  his  claim." 

This  section  creates  a  very  short  statute  of  limita- 
tions,  to  be  specially  applied  to  demands  against  the 
directors  of  the  poor  for  the  county  of  Washington. 


54  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

Id  my  opinion,  it  is  bad  policy  to  interfere  with  the 
general  rule  of  law  established  by  our  statute  of  lim- 
itations, which  is  now  so  uniirersally  understood,  and 
so  thoroughly  incorporated  into  the  business  arrange- 
ments of  the  people,  that  to  depart  from  it  can  hardly 
fail  to  work  injuriously.  But,  if  the  very  question- 
able necessity  for  a  change  of  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions, so  far  as  ivgards  claims  against  the  directors 
of  the  poor  of  the  county  of  Washington,  be  admitted, 
it  is  most  manifest  that  the  time  fixed  in  this  bill  is  al- 
together  too  limited.  No  existing  claim  is  to  be  recov- 
erable, unless  it  be  presented  on  or  before  the  first 
Monday  of  Ocotber  next,  a  period  of  little  more  than 
six  months.  And  it  will  be  observed  that  no  provi- 
sion is  made  for  notifying  creditors  of  the  passage  of 
the  act  under  consideration,  other  than  the  ordinary 
and  usual  publication  of  the  laws  which  follows  the 
adjournment  of  the  Ijegislature.  When  it  is  borne 
in  mind  that  the  pamphlet  laws  do  not  reach  all  the 
counties  until  after  the  summer  commences,  and  even 
then  are  placed  in  the  hands  of  comparatively  few  of 
the  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth,  it  is  easy  to  see 
that  such  a  publication  would  be  entirely  Inadequate 
to  give  early  and  general  notice  of  the  passage  of  the 
statute  in  question.  Many  a  creditor  might  not  and 
probably  would  not  be  informed  that  such  a  lav/  was 
in  existence,  until  he  was  forever  barred  from  the  re- 
coverv  of  his  claim. 

I  am  assured  that  nothing  of  the  kind  is  intended  by 
those  at  whose  instance  this  bill  has  been  presented; 
but,  it  is  nevertheless  wrong,  in  my  judgment,  to  en- 
act laws  out  of  the  usual  course  of  legislation  which 
nmy  seriously  affect  the  relation  of  debtor  and  cred- 
itor, based  upon  well  known  laws  existing  at  the  time 
of  making  the  contract  upon  which  the  liability  arises. 
Any  change  in  the  statute  of  limitations  for  personal 
actions  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  entirely  prospective 
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in  its  chai'acter,  so  as  in  nowise  to  interfere  with  ex- 
isting remedies  for  existing  contracts.  Retroactive 
laws  are  generally  objectionable,  and  ought  never  to 
be  resorted  to,  except  where  the  mischief  to  be  rem- 
edied is  such  that  it  cannot  be  reached  in  any  other 
manner. 

Believing  that  this  bill,  if  permitted  to  become  a 
law,  would  be  productive  of  harm  rather  than  good, 
and  that,  as  a  precedent,  it  should  find  no  place  on 
the  statute  book,  I  am  in  the  discharge  of  a  plain  duty 
in  withholding  from  it  my  approval. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Trustees  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Lunatic  Hospital. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  19,  1858. 
Senators: — 

IN  CONFORMITY  WITH  THE  REQUIREMENTS 
of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, approved  the  14th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1845,  establishing  {\n  asylum  for  the  insane  poor  of 
the  Commonwealth,  I  do  hereby  nominate,  for  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania, 
George  Dock,  M.  D.,  of  the  county  of  Dauphin,  Ham- 
ilton Alricks,  Esq.,  of  the  county  of  Dauphin,  and  A. 
W.  Green,  M.  D.,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  to  be 
trustees  for  the  Pennsylvania  State  Lunatic  Hospital, 
to  serve  for  the  |>eriod  of  three  years,  to  compute  from 
the  seventh  day  of  February  last  past. 

WM.  F.  PACKER, 

Go%'err.or. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  **An  Act  to  Vacate  Certain 
Portions  of  Mantua  and  Story  Streets,  in  the  Twen- 
ty-fourth Ward,  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  26,  1858. 
Gentlemen : — 

I   RETURN  HEREWITH,  WITHOUT  MY  APPRO 
val,  to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  originated,  the  bill, 
entitled  *'Au  Act  to  vacate  certain  portions  of 
Mantua  and  Story  streets,  in  the  Twenty-fourth  ward, 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia." 

The  bill  provides,  **That  so  much  of  Mantua  street 
as  is  laid  down  in  the  plan  of  the  seventh  division  of 
the  survey  and  regulations  of  the  late  district  of  West 
Philadelphia,  between  Elm  street  and  Lancaster  road, 
and  also  so  much  of  Story  street  in  the  said  plan  as 
is  laid  down  running  from  Union  street  into  the  said 
Mantua  street  at  right  angles  thereto,  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  repealed." 

This  bill  is  liable  to  the  objections  heretofore  stated 
by  the  Executive  in  returning,  without  his  approval, 
the  bill,  entitled  *'An  Act  to  vacate  a  portion  of  Straw- 
berry lan(\  in  Breed's  plan,  in  the  Reserve  tract  oppo- 
site the  <  ity  of  Piftsburg,''  and  re|)eated  by  him  in  re- 
luming, also  without  his  approval,  the  bill,  entitled 
**A  supplement  to  an  act  making  Front  sti'eet  and 
P(»ach  TiiV  all(\v,  in  the  village  of  Halifax,  public*  high- 
wavs." 

TIk^  power  to  lay  out,  open,  alter  or  vacate  streets  in 
ilie  city  of  Philadelphia,  has  been  (»x})ressly  conferred 
upon  her  local  tribunals,  and  in  their  action,  after  a 
full  and  fair  investigation  of  the  subject  of  complaint, 
all  p»M'sons  ai;gri<*vcd  may  unqtiestionably  find  redress. 
Streets  in  the  <ity  of  Philadelphia  are  doubtless  laid 
out  upon  some  gcMieral  and  regular  plan,  and  it  is 
almost  impossible  for  the  Legislature  to  interfere,  by 
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ordering  ceitaiii  streets  or  parts  of  streets  to  be  either 
opened  or  vacated,  without  disarranging  the  system 
of  the  local  authorities,  and  thereby  causing  confusion 
in  the  action  of  the  municipality  and  jeopardizing  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  city,  as  well  as  those  of 
citizens  and  property  holders. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  again  expressing  my  well  set- 
tled opinion,  that  the  proper  place  to  determine 
whether  a  particular  street  should  or  should  not  be 
opened,  or  kept  open  for  public  use,  is  in  a  court  of 
justice,  where  all  parties  interested  can  be  fully  and 
fairly  heard,  and  the  case  determined  not  upon  partial 
or  ex  parte  statements,  but  upon  reliable  and  disin* 
tei^ested  testimony,  given  under  the  solemnity  of  an 
oath. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  **An  Act  to  Incorporate 

the  Fleury  Oil  Company." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  31,  1858. 
(Jentlemeu: — 

A  BILL  HAS  BEEN  PRESENTED  FOR  MY  Ap- 
proval,   entitled    *'An    Act    to    incorporate    the 
Fleury  Oil  Company.'* 
The  bill  proposes  to  incorporate  a  company  for  the 
purpose  of  manufacturing  oil,  paraffine,  and  other  ar- 
ticles from  bituminous  coal  and  other  hydro-carbons. 
By  the  act  passed  the  30th  day  of  January,  1856,  the 
provisions  of  the  general  manufacturing  law  were  ex- 
tended **to  corporations  organized  and  establishod  for 
the  purpose  of  making  and  manufacturing  oils,  hydro- 
carbon fluids,  and  all  other  products  resulting  from 
subjecting  coal  of  any  kind  to  the  action  of  heat,  or 
the  process  of  distillation  in  any  manner  whatsoever." 
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It  will  thus  be  seen  that  there  is  no  necessity  for 
a  special  act  to  incorporate  the  individuals  named  in 
the  bill  under  consideration  for  the  purposes  proposed, 
ample  provision  having  already  been  made  by  the 
general  law  of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  incorpora- 
tion of  such  companies.  It  is  true  that  some  of  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  differ  from  those  of  the  gen- 
eral manufacturing  act,  but  if  this  were  recognized  as 
a  sufficient  reason  for  resorting  to  special  legislation, 
it  is  obvious,  that  the  policy  which  looks  to  general 
and  uniform  provisions,  for  corporations  of  similar 
character,  would  be  disregarded  and  rendered  inoper- 
ative, for,  in  every  case,  the  special  enactment  could 
readily  be  made  to  vary  from  the  general  law. 

In  returning  to  the  Legislature,  without  my  ap- 
proval, the  bill,  entitled  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the 
Norris  Cornish  engine  works  of  the  borough  of  Norris- 
town,"  I  gave  the  reasons,  somewhat  at  length,  which 
impel  me  to  withhold  my  approval  from  bills  of  this 
character.  Time  and  reflection  have  but  confirmed 
my  convictions  of  duty,  and  I  am  therefore  not  dis- 
posed to  depart  from  the  line  of  Executive  action 
heretofore  indicated.  Accordingly,  I  herewith  return 
the  bill  to  the  Senate,  where  it  originated,  without 
my  approval. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  *'An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Brady's  Bend  Iron  Company." 

Executive  Chamber, 
llarrisburg,  April  1,  1858. 
(ientlemen: — 

A  HILL  HAS  BEEN  PRESENTED  FOR  APPRO- 
val,  enlitlcd  ^*An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Brady's 
Bend  iron  company.-' 
Afler  a  careful  exaniinalion  of  this  bill,  I  am  en- 
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tirely  satisiied  that  it  is  subject  to  the  same  objec- 
tions which  have  impelled  me  heretofore  to  return 
bills  of  a  similar  character  wiihout  the  Executive  ap- 
proval. Many  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration are,  in  my  opinion,  objectionable  in  them- 
eslves,  without  reference  to  the  special  character  of 
the  proposed  enactment,  such  as  those  regulating  the 
mode  and  ratio  of  voting  by  the  stockholders;  limit- 
ing the  individual  liability  of  the  shareholders,  and  re- 
stricting the  penalty  imposed  upon  directors  for  con- 
senting to  the  payment  of  dividends  not  actually 
earned.  In  all  these  respects,  the  provisions  of  the 
general  manufacturing  law  are  just  and  proper,  and 
should  not  be  departed  from.  But,  aside  from  these 
objectionable  featui'es,  a  sufficient  reason  for  refus- 
ing my  approval  of  the  bill,  is  to  be  found  in  the 
fact  that  it  proposes  to  incorporate  a  company  for 
manufacturing  iron  and  mining  coal,  under  regula- 
tions and  restrictions  applicable  alone  to  this  particu- 
lar corporation.  I  cannot  sanction  any  special  act 
granting  corporate  powers  for  such  purposes,  em- 
braced, as  they  are,  explicitly  in  the  general  manufac- 
turing law;  but  if  that  law  requires  amendment,  I 
will  cheerfully  unite  with  the  other  branches  of  the 
law-making  power,  in  extending  or  regulating  its  pro- 
visions, so  as  to  make  it  acceptable  to  those  desirous 
of  investing  their  capital  in  manufacturing  and  min- 
ing operations  in  this  Commonwealth,  and  at  the  same 
time  protect  the  public  interests.  I  cannot  perceive 
the  justice  of  propriety  of  conferring  upon  one  corpora- 
tion, by  a  special  charter,  privileges  and  advantages 
which  are  denied  to  all  similar  companies  organized 
and  transacting  business  under  the  general  laws. 
Having  already  called  the  attention  of  the  Legislature 
to  the  evils  which,  in  my  judgment,  are  inseparably 
connected  with  special  or  class  legislation,  it  is  there- 
fore unnecessary  to  again  repeat  in  detail  the  reasons 
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which  forbid  the  Executive  approval  of  bills  similar 
to  the  one  now  under  consideration. 

The  association  heretofore  existing  under  articles 
of  co-partnership  known  as  the  "^Brady's  Bend  iron 
company/'  and  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  create  a 
body  politic,  under  the  same  name,  has  heretofore  sus- 
tained a  high  character  in  its  business  operations,  and 
aided  in  no  inconsiderable  degree  to  establish  the 
feasibility  of  manufacturing,  at  a  profit,  within  her 
borders,  one  of  the  great  staples  of  our  Common- 
wealth. It  is  certainly  entitled  to  the  favorable  con- 
sideration of  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  State, 
but  I  cannot  consent  to  relieve  it  from  restrictions, 
and  confer  upon  it  powers  and  privileges  which  are 
denied  to  all  similar  associations  in  other  parts  of 
the  State. 

With  no  show  of  reason  or  fairness  could  the  Ex- 
(^cutive  sanction  be  given  to  an  iron  manufacturing 
corporation  in  the  western,  and  withheld  from  one 
of  like  (character  in  the  middle,  northern  or  eastern 
miction  of  the  State;  and  however  favorably  disposed 
to  aid  any  given  j)rojert,  simple  justice  demands  that 
i\w  rule  which  has  heretofore  governed  the  Executive 
action  in  similar  cases,  should  not  now  be  departed 
from.  I  am  tlu^efore  constrained  to  return  the  bill 
to  the  House  of  Uepresentatives,  in  which  it  origin- 
ated, without  my  approval. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  **A  Supplement  to  an  Act 
to  Incorporate  the  Fayette  County  Railroad  Com- 
pany." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  April  9,  1858. 
Gentlemen : — 

A  BILL  HAS  BEEN  PRESENTED  FOR  MV  Ap- 
proval, en  I  i  lied  '^Supplement  to  an  act  to  in- 
corporate the  Fayette  County  railroad  company." 

The  first  section  of  Ihe  bill  declares,  '*That  the  pro- 
viso in  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  ^An  Act  reg- 
ulating railroad  companies,'  approved  the  iOth  day 
of  February,  A.  I).  1849,  shall  not  be  applicable  to  the 
act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  entitled  *An  Act  to 
incorporate  the  Fayette  County  railroad  company,' 
and  all  subscriptions  heretofore  made  or  hereafter  to 
be  made,  shall,  notwithstanding  said  proviso,  be  valid 
and  binding." 

The  provision  in  the  general  railroad  law,  which  it 
is  attempted  by  this  bill  to  repeal,  so  far  as  it  relates 
to  the  Fayette  County  railroad  company,  is,  in  my 
opinion,  most  salutary  and  beneficial.  The  terms  of 
ii  vtre,  "That  no  subscription  for  such  stock  shall  be 
valid,  unless  the  party  or  parties  making  the  same 
shall,  at  the  time  of  subscribing,  pay  to  the  said  com- 
missioners five  dollars  on  each  and  every  share  sub- 
scribed, for  the  use  of  the  company."  This  payment 
accompanying  the  subscription,  is  the  evidence  that 
the  subscription  is  made  in  good  faith,  and  serves 
likewise  as  an  inducement  to  the  payment  of  future 
instalments  when  required.  It  acts  as  a  restraint 
upon  improvident  subscriptions,  and  tends  to  prevent 
imposition  upon  persons  who  subsequently  subscribe 
upon  the  faith  of  subscriplions  already  made.  The 
certificate  of  the  commissicmers  thai  I(Mi  per  cent,  of 
th(»  capital  stock  has  been  subscribed,  and  ^vi^  dol- 
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lars  oil  each  and  every  share  actually  paid,  is  luade  a 
condition  i)recedent  to  the  issuing  of  letters  patent; 
and  until  this  eertittcate  is  niaide  the  company  can 
have  no  legal  existence  as  a  corporation  or  body  po- 
litic. The  pro[K)sition  contained  in  the  bill  undf  r  con- 
sideration to  permit  subscriptions  to  be  made  to  the 
capital  stock  of  the  Fayette  County  railroad  company, 
without  any  sum  being  paid  in  hand,  is  contrary  to 
the  general  policy  of  the  State,  and  is,  in  itself,  clearly 
objectionable. 

Hut  the  worst  feature  in  this  bill  is,  that  it  attempts 
to  create  liabilities  on  the  part  of  subscribers  to  the 
capital  stock  of  the  company,  by  repealing  the  law 
which  was  in  existence  at  the  time  the  subscriptions 
wei"e  made. 

The  act  of  19th  February,  A.  D.  1S49,  expressly  de- 
clares that  no  subscription  shall  be  valid  unless  tive 
dollars  on  each  share  is  paid  at  the  time  of  making 
the  subscription;  and  conse(iuently,  where  the  pay- 
ment is  not  made  the  contract  is  incomplete  and  no 
liability  is  created,  either  upon  the  company  to  fur- 
nish the  stock  upon  payment  of  the  sum  subscribed, 
or  upon  the  individual  subsciibiug,  to  make  good  his 
subscription.  It  has  been  repeatedly  decided  by  the 
highest  judicial  tribunal  of  the  Commonwealth,  that 
no  recovery  could  be  had  upon  a  subscription  to  the 
capital  stock  of  a  railroad  company  made  to  com- 
missioners before  the  company  was  organized,  unless 
the  first  instalment  of  five  dollars  was  paid  on  each 
share  at  the  time  of  subscribing.  The  rule  is  other- 
wise where  the  subscription  is  made  aft<»r  the  organ- 
ization of  the  company;  for  then  it  may  waive  the  first 
payment,  and  nM-eive  the  subscription  upon  an  agree- 
ment to  pay  the  sum  subscribed  at  sucli  times  as  may 
b<»  agreed  ujwn. 

The  bill  pn^sented  for  my  approval  declares  (bat  all 
subscriptions  heretofore  made  shall  be  vaiiil  a!i<!  bind 
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ingy  although  nothing  was  paid  at  the  time  of  sub- 
scribing. Now,  so  far  as  this  refers  to  subscriptions 
made  after  letters  patent  were  issued  to  this  corpora- 
tions, it  is  of  no  effect,  for  such  subscriptions  are 
valid  and  binding,  under  the  existing  law;  but  as  to 
the  subscriptions  made  before  letters  patent  were  is- 
sued, it  is  more  than  doubtful  whether  the  General 
Assembly  can  lawfully  give  them  validity. 

The  power  to  impair  a  contract  is  expressly  pro- 
hibited by  the  Constitution,  and  as  the  right  to  cre- 
ate one  between  non-assenting  parties  did  not  pass  to 
the  General  Assembly  under  the  general  grant  of  legis- 
lative power,  it  <*annot  therefore,  be  legally  exercised, 
although  not  in  terms  forbidden.  The  payment  of 
five  dollars  on  each  share  of  stock  subscribed  to  the 
Fayette  County  railroad,  before  letters  patent  were 
issued,  was  necessary  to  the  making  of  a  valid  sub- 
scription. Where  this  was  not  done  there  was  no 
contract  binding  upon  either  party;  and  any  attempt 
upon  the  part  of  the  Legislature  to  decree  a  contract 
between  parties  capable  in  law  of  making  their  own 
must  necessarily  prove  abortive. 

For  these  reasons,  I  am  induced  to  withhold  my  ap- 
proval from  the  bill  under  consideration,  and  herewith 
return  it  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  where  it 
originated. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  ''An  Act  Relating  to  the 

Courts  of  Lancaster  County." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  April  12,  1858. 
<7entlemen: — 

IPIEREWITII    RETURN   TO   THE   SENATE,    I.\ 
which  it  originated,  the  bill,  entith^d  *'An  A<  *  rela 
live  to  (1h»  coiirtH  of  Lancaster  county." 
My  objection  to  this  bill  is,  that  it  propo«'  s  to  rni 
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power  two  of  the  associate  judges  of  Lancaster  coun- 
ty, one  of  them  being  learned  in  the  law,  to  hold  courts 
of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  jail  delivery  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster,  for  the  trial  of  all  indictments  in 
said  court,  and  authorizes  (he  court  so  constituted  to 
pass  sentences  upon  all  persons  convicted  of  the  com- 
mission of  any  crime  in  the  aforesaid  court  of  oyer 
and  terminer  and  general  jail  delivery. 

1  cannot  reconcile  the  provisions  of  this  bill  with 
the  fifth  section  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  Constitution 
of  Pennsylvania,  which  declares  that  **The  judges  of 
the  court  of  common  pleas,  in  each  county,  shall,  by 
viitue  of  their  offices,  be  justices  of  oyer  and  terminer 
and  general  jail  delivery,  for  the  trial  of  capital  and 
other  offenders  therein;  any  two  of  the  said  judges, 
the  president  being  one,  shall  be  a  quorum." 

The  organic  law  having  expressly  provided  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  shall  be 
organized,  when  held  by  the  judges  of  the  court  of 
common  pleas,  it  is  submitted  that  it  is  not  within  the 
power  of  the  Legislature  to  i)rovide  a  different  or- 
ganization from  that  directed  by  the  Constitution. 
The  constitutional  quorum  being  two  of  the  judges 
of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  "the  president  judge 
being  one,"  the  Legislature  cannot  say  that  any  two 
of  the  jiidufcs  mav  hold  the  court  of  over  and  terminer, 
without  utterly  disregarding  both  the  letter  and  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution.  The  requirements  of  the 
section  referred  to  are  in  the  plainest  possible  lan- 
guage, and  leave  no  room  for  any  other  construction 
<han  that  which  arises  from  the  unmistakable  mean- 
injj:  of  the  words  used;  and  unless  there  is  to  be  found 
in  other  parts  of  the  Constitution  some  limitation  or 
change  of  this  provision,  it  is  clear  that  it  forbids  the 
exercise  of  the  pow(4'  proposed  by  this  bill.  There 
is  nothiuj:  in  i1k»  Cons<iiution  which  has  the  I'emotest 
I'taring  t)n  the  question  under  consideration,  except 
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whal  is  coiitaiiied  in  the  ttrst  and  third  sections  of 
the  iifty  article,  and  the  provision  in  the  fifth  section 
of  the  same  article,  alread.y  quoted. 

Th(»  lirst  se<tion  declares  that  **The  judicial  power  of 
this  (Commonwealth  shall  be  vested  in  a  Supreme 
Couir,  in  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  jail 
delivery,  in  a  court  of  common  pleas,  orphans'  court, 
register's  court,  and  a  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the 
peace  for  each  county,  in  justices  of  the  peace,  and 
in  such  other  courts  as  the  Legislature  may  from  time 
to  time  establish."  And  the  third  section  provides, 
that  ''until  otherwise  directed  bv  law-,  the  courts  of 
common  pleas  shall  continue  as  at  present  estab- 
lished." 

It  is  ditticult  to  conceive  how  the  power  to  alter 
the  structure  of  the  court  of  over  and  terminer  can 
be  derived  from  that  given  to  the  Legislature  to  es- 
tablish other  courts  than  those  enumerated  in  the 
tirst  section  of  the  fifth  article.  This  is  a  distinct 
power,  having  no  reference  whatever  to  the  court  of 
oy<M*  and  terminer  and  general  jail  delivery,  which 
court  is  dcfiniteh  fixed  bv  the  Constitution,  and  is 
therefore  not  dep(»ndent  upon  legislative  action  for  its 
existence.  Th(»  "other  courts,''  which  the  Legislature 
n)iiy  or  may  nol  establish,  ai-e  exclusive  of  those  par- 
lictiiarly  nu»ntioned  in  I  lie  section.  Xor  can  the  power 
claimed  to  be  deduced  from  the  right  to  change  the 
formntion  of  (he  court  of  common  ph^as.  In  the  one 
<-as(\  the  rourts  are  to  remain  as  then  estalilished, 
u!itil  ()t  her  wise  directed  by  law;  in  the  oth<T,  the 
mandate^  is  imperative,  applicabh?  to  the  future  as 
well  as  tJie  j>resent" — Hiat  the  president  judge  of  the 
court  of  <'ommon  pleas  shall  be  one  of  the  two  judges 
necessjiry  to  mnke  a  constitutional  (juorum  for  holding 
I  lie  court  of  oy(  r  and  t(*i'miner  and  general  jail  de- 
livery.    I'he  tw()  provisions,  taken  tog(»ther,  amount 
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to  this: — The  court  of  common  pleas,  as  at  present 
estahlished,  may  be  changed  by  law;  but,  however  or- 
ganized, it  shall  have  a  president  judge,  who,  together 
with  one  of  the  associates,  shall  form  a  quotum  for 
the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  jail  de- 
livery. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  several  courts  depends  very 
much  upon  the  action  of  the  Legislature;  and  it  may 
be  altered,  limited  and  extended,  except  in  those  cases 
in  which  it  is  in  terms  given  by  the  Constitution,  and 
in  such  cases  it  cannot  be  abrogated  or  abridged. 

That  one  of  the  associate  judges  of  Lancaster  coun- 
ty is  a  law  judge,  does  not,  in  my  judgment,  in  any 
respect,  vary  the  case,  for  no  law  judge,  except  the 
president  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  will  answer 
the  requirement  of  the  Constitution.  And,  if  the  Leg- 
islatui^  may  lawfully  dispense  with  the  presence  of 
the  president,  it  may  also  provide  that  one  judge, 
learned  in  the  law,  or  otherwise,  may  hold  a  court  of 
oyer  and  terminer  and  general  jail  delivery,  for  the 
trial  of  capital  or  other  olTences,  as  the  provisions  that 
there  shall  be  at  least  two  judges  present,  is  not 
more  binding  than  that  which  n^quires  one  of  the  two 
to  be  the  jw-esident  of  the  court  of  connnon  pleas. 

I  am  aware  that  the  views  herein  expressed  may  be 
considen^d  somewhat  in  conflict  with  Uie  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  (he  State,  made  in  the  case  of 
the  (Commonwealth  vs.  Zephon;  but  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  the  rule  of  construction  in  our  ju- 
dicial tribunals  in  determining  the  constitutionality  of 
an  act  of  Assembly,  diiTers  essentially  from  that  which 
should  be  applied  by  the  Legislative  or  Executive 
branch  of  the  government.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  law- 
making departments  to  give  the  Constitution  a  strict 
construction,  and  to  avoid  the  exercise  of  doubtful 
powders.  Courts  of  justice,  on  the  contrary,  will  never 
declare  an  act  of  Assembly  unconstitutional,  if  it  can, 
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bv  anv  rational  deduction,  be  i-econeiied  with  the  fun- 
damental  law.  Where  a  doubt  exists,  that  doubt  is 
solved  in  favor  of  the  validity  of  the  act,  upon  the  pre- 
sumption that  the  legislature,  a  co-ordinate  branch 
of  ihe  government,  has  judged  correctly  of  its  own 
constitutional  powers.  But  a  well-founded  doubt 
whether  a  proposed  enactment  is  not  forbidden  by  the 
Constitution,  is  a  sufllicient  reason  for  restraining  the 
action  of  the  Legislature.  Doubtful  powers  can  never 
be  safely  exercised,  and  consetjuently,  no  law  should 
be  enacted  hy  the  (xeneral  Assembly  which  is  not 
ch^arly  within  the  pale  of  the  Constitution.  The  same 
rule  enjoins  the  judiciary,  in  the  discharge  of  its  du- 
ties, to  refrain  from  entrenching  on  the  powers  of  the 
legislative  department  of  the  government. 

A  firm  adherence  to  these  rules  of  construction  will 
iiih^ure  the  fundamental  law  of  the  State  against  in- 
fraction from  any  quarter,  and  will  thus  protect  our 
people  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  those  invaluable  priv- 
ileges secured  to  them  from  legislative  or  judicial  in- 
terference, by  that  law  which  emanated  directly  from 
themselves,  and  was  adopted  and  sanctioned  by  their 
own  immediate  voices. 

Believing  the  bill  under  consid(»ration  to  be  clearly 
unconstitutional,  it  cannot  receive  my  approval,  and 
is  therefore  returned  to  that  branch  of  the  JjCgisla 
tun*  in  which  it  originated,  for  re-consideration. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 
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To  the  Assembly  with  Regard  to  Appraisers  upon 
Damages  Due  to  the  Sale  of  the  Main  Line  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Canal. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Flarrisburg,  Apiil  16,  1858. 
Gentlemen : — 

IHEHEWITH  TRANSMIT  THE  REPORT  OF  THE 
appraiseiK  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of 
the  General  Assembly,  passed  the  19th  day  of 
March,  1858,  entitled  *\\n  Act  to  authorize  the  ap- 
pointment of  appraisers  to  assess  and  report  the  dam- 
ages sustained  by  transporters  and  others,  by  rea- 
son of  the  sale  of  tiie  main  line  of  the  Pennsylvania 
canal." 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  letter  of  William  B.  Foster, 
Esq.,  vice  president  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  com- 
pany, also  herewith  transmitted,  that  said  company 
declined  to  avail  itself  of  the  privilege  of  appointing 
one  of  the  appraisers,  as  provided  by  the  act  referred 
to,  and  waived  the  re(]uired  notice  of  the  time  and 
plac(»  at  which  appraisers  would  be  appointed.  It 
therefore  became  the  duty  of  the  (lovernor  to  appoint 
both  of  the  appraisers  authorized  by  the  law,  and  com- 
missions were  accordinu:lv  issued  lo  J.  Rarlow  Moor- 
head,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Amos  E.  Kapp,  of  Northum- 
bcM'land,  by  whom  the  third  appraiser,  Georgi*  C.  Babb, 
of  Pittsburg,  wns  chosen.  The  board  thus  constituted 
havinp:  discharged  the  duties  committed  to  them,  and 
placed  in  my  hands  their  report,  it  is  herewith  sub- 
mitted to  the  Le<j;islature. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 

ACCOMPANYING  DOCUMENT. 

Harrlsburg,   March   20,   1858. 

His  Excellency  Wm.  F.  Packer,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Dear  Sir — I  have  examined  an  act  of  Assembly,  entitled  "An 
Act  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  appraisers  to  assess  and 
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report  the  damages  sustained  by  transporters  and  others,  by 
reason  of  the  sale  of  the  main  line  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal/' 
and  not  deeming  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  company  liable 
In  any  way  for  any  damages  to  transporters  or  others,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  sale  of  said  main  line,  do  on  behalf  of  said 
company  decline  to  appoint  an  appraiser,  as  it  is  permitted 
said  company  to  do,  by  the  terms  of  said  act,  and  also  waive 
the  notice  required  by  the  proviso  to  the  first  section  of  said 
act. 

Very   respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  B.  FOSTER,  Jr., 
Vice  President. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Relative  to  Sher- 
iff's Sales.'* 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrlsburg,  April  17,  1858. 
Gentlenu'U : — 

A  BILL  HAS  BEEN  PKESENTED  FOR  MY  Ap- 
proval, (entitled  *'An  Act  relative  to  sheriff's 
sales/' 

This  bill  proposes  to  make  all  sales  of  real  estate 
heretofore  made  bv  aiiv  sheriff  of  the  Commonwealth, 
upon  writs  of  lieri  facias  after  the  return  day  thereof, 
valid  and  suflicient  to  pass  the  title,  provided  inquisi- 
tion was  waived  and  actual  p<\aceable  possession  hath 
been  had  of  the  estate  sold,  under  the  sale,  for  a  period 
of  live  vears. 

This  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  be  done,  unless  one  man's 
pro|R»rty  may  be  taken  from  him  without  due  course 
of  law,  without  his  consent,  without  compensation, 
and  given  to  another  man  by  a  legislative  declaration 
that  it  shall  thus  be  taken  and  bestowed. 

Anterior  to  ihe  y>assage  of  the  act  of  the  sixteenth 
day  of  April.  A.  1).  1845,  sheriff  sales  of  real  estate 
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made  upon  writs  of  lieri  facias,  after  the  return  day  of 
tlie  writ,  were  void  and  of  no  effect  for  want  of  author- 
ity in  the  officer  to  make  the  sale.  After  the  pretend- 
ed sale,  the  title  remained  in  the  defendant  in  the  ex- 
ecution precisely  in  the  same  manner  as  before  it  was 
levied  upon,  and  not  being  divested  by  the  judicial 
proceeding,  it  cannot  be  taken  away  by  a  legisladve 
enactment. 

The  question  is  not  a  new  one,  and  is  free  from  doubt 
or  difficulty.  By  the  forty-lifth  section  of  the  act  of 
sixteenth  of  June,  A.  D.  1886,  sheriffs'  sales  of  real 
estate  upon  a  writ  of  fieri  fairias,  were  authorized  to  be 
made  upon  a  waiver  of  inquisition  l>efore  the  return 
day  of  the  writ. 

In  July,  A.  D.  1841,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State 
decided  that  a  sale  made  upon  a  writ  of  fieri  facias, 
after  the  return  day,  was  unauthorized  and  void;  not 
merely  voidable,  but  utterly  void,  and  of  no  greater 
force  than  though  made  without  judgment  or  execu- 
tion. 

On  the  sixteenth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1845,  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  passed  an  act,  entitled  **An  act  con- 
cerning sheriff's  and  coroners'  sjUcs,  and  for  other 
purposes.''  The  first  section  of  this  act  provided: 
"That  all  sales  of  real  property  within  this  Common- 
wealth, made  since  the  passage  of  tiie  act  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement,  by  sheriffs  or  coroners,  after  the 
return  day  of  their  several  writs  of  levari  facias,  fieri 
facias,  venditioni  exponas,  or  other  writ  of  execution, 
shall  not  on  account  of  such  irregularity  in  such  pro- 
ceeding, be  set  aside,  invalidated  or  in  any  manner  af- 
fected; and  such  sales,  so  niad(\  shall  be  held  as  good 
and  valid  to  all  intents  and  f)urposes,  as  if  such  sales 
had  been  mad(»  on  or  b(»for(»  the  n^turn  dav  of  such 
writs  respectively;  but  this  section  shall  not  affect 
any  sale  heretofore  adjudged  to  be  illegal  by  any 
court.-' 
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The  second  section  declares:  *'That  after  the  first 
day  of  July  next,  all  sales  of  real  estate  by  sheriffs 
and  coroners,  shall  be  made  on  or  before  the  return 
day  of  the  writs  respectively,  or  within  six  days  there- 
after." 

In  September,  A.  1).  1848,  the  (juestion  again  came 
before  the  Supn^ne  (.'ourt  in  a  case  whei*e  a  sale  was 
made  upon  a  writ  of  fieri  facias,  after  its  return  day, 
and  the  former  decision  that  the  sale  was  void,  was 
re-aflirmed,  and  tlie  act  of  Assembly  by  which  it  was 
attempted  to  validate  the  sale,  was  solemnly  declared 
to  be  unconstitutional;  because  the  I^egislature  could 
not  take  one  man's  property  and  give  it  to  another 
without  consent  and  without  compensation. 

The  only  point  of  difterense  between  the  act  of  the 
16th  April,  A.  D.  1845,  thus  declared  unconstitutional, 
and  the  bill  under  consideration,  is,  that  the  latter  at- 
tempts to  make  good  titles  derived  from  a  sale  on  a 
fieri  facias,  after  its  return  day,  where  the  possession 
has  followed  th<?  sale  for  a  period  of  five  years,  whilst 
the  former  act  declared  that  the  sales  should  be  held 
good  and  valid  without  reference  to  the  question  of 
possession.  But  this  dilTerence  is  not  a  material  one, 
for  every  one  is  aware  that  five  years  possession  of 
land,  held  under  a  sherifi's  8al(^  can  in  nowise  vest  the 
title  in  the  purchasc^r,  if  it  did  not  pass  to  him  in  virtue 
of  the  sale  and  conveyance  by  the  sherifif.  That  the 
I^gisltaure  may  make  a  short  statute  of  limitations 
for  the  future,  is  unquestionable,  but  it  cannot  take 
away  a  man's  property,  or  his  right  to  recover  the  pos- 
session of  it,  simply  l>ecause  he  has  remained  out  of 
possession  for  a  jxM-iod  of  five  years.  And  if  the  power 
existed,  it  shoiild  not  be  exer(!ised,  for  not  unfre- 
quently  delay  in  enforcing  on(»'s  right  to  the  posses- 
sion of  land,  arises  either  from  the  minority,  disability 
or  inability,  of  the  party  dainuint.  It  would  be  but  a 
sorry  reason  to  give  to  a  minor  or  married  woman,  for 


^2  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

taking  away  the  right  of  either  to  sue,  that  no  suit 
had  been  brought  for  five  years  of  the  minority  or  co- 
verture. All  sheriff's  sales  made  on  a  writ  of  lieri 
facias,  after  its  return  day,  before  the  first  day  of  July, 
A.  iJ.  1815,  were  not  only  irregular,  but  absolutely 
void,  and  all  made  since  that  time,  are  void  unless 
made  on  or  before  the  return  day  of  the  writ,  or  with- 
in six  days  theirafter.  In  either  case,  where  the  sale 
was  void,  it  left  the  title  when*  the  levy  found  it,  and 
it  is  not  within  the  ])rovince  of  the  Legislature,  to 
declare  that  it  nevertheless  passed  to  the  purchaser. 
Entertaining  the  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill  cannot  be  constitutiouallv  enacted 
into  a  law,  I  am  constrained  to  withhold  from  it  the 
Executive  approval,  and  herewith  return  it  to  the  Sen- 
ate,  where  it   originated,   for  reconsideration. 

WM.  F.   PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Relating  to  the 
FHirchasers  of  the  Chambersburg,  Greencastle  and 
llagerstown  Railroad,  in  the  County  of  Franklin." 

l^]xecutive  Chambci, 
flarrisburg,  April   19,  1858. 
Gentlemen: — 

I  AM  rONSTRAlXEl)  TO  WlTnirOLl)  MV  Ap- 
proval from  the  bill,  entitled  "An  Act  relating  to 
the  purchasers  of  the  Chambersburg,  (Ireencastle 
and  llagerstown  railroad,  in  the  ccMuity  of  Fi'anklin.'- 
This  bill,  aft(»r  conferring  upon  the  purchasers  of  the 
<'hambersburg,  (Ireencasllc*  and  llagerstown  railroad 
the  power  to  execute*  a  mortgage*  upon  the  railroad 
and  its  franchises,  for  (he  sum  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  secure  the  payment  of  bonds  to  that 
amount,  to  be  hereafter  sold,  declares  that  **the  mort- 
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gage  and  bondn  thus  executed  shall  be  the  tir»t  lien 
on  said  railroad;  said  bonds  and  nioitgage  shall  be 
payable  at  such  times  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the 
imrties,  and  said  mortgage  and  bonds  shall  be  good 
against  any  i>arties  that  may  hold  said  railroad/' 

If  the  i)urchasers  of  the  railroad  iu  question,  from 
the  Commonwealth,  took  by  their  purchase  a  good 
title,  of  which  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt,  and  have  not 
hitherto  incumbered  the  property,  that  part  of  the  bill 
which  provides  that  the  mortgage  shall  be  good  and 
shall  be  the  lirst  lieu,  is  unnecessary,  for  such  would 
be  iiii  I  gal  effect.  But  if  the  title  did  not  pass  by 
the- sale,  or  if  other  valid  incumbrances  have  been  or 
shall  hereafter  be  created  before  the  execution  of  the 
luortgage  heiviii  tuithorized,  a  legislative  declaration 
that  the  mortgage  sliould  be  valid  ajid  have  priority 
of  lieu,  would  be  powerless  and  inoperative,  for  other- 
wise it  would  interfere  with  the  %'ested  rights  of  the 
legal  owner  or  the  first  lien  creditor. 

1  do  uol  b(»lieve  that  th(»  h»gislative  intent  was  to 
guarantee  to  the  persons  who  sliould  purchase  the 
bonds  to  be  issued  upon  this  mortgage  loan,  the  valid- 
ity of  the  title  or  the  priority  of  the  lien,  as  that 
would  be  in  violation  of  the  lifth  section  of  the  elev- 
enth article  of  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  but 
it  is  by  no  means  clear  th:)t  persons  loaning  money 
on  the  faith  of  this  act,  should  it  become  a  law,  might 
not  be  misled  by  its  terms;  and,  in  that  event,  would 
they  not  have  at  least  an  ecjui tabic*  claim  upon  the 
Commonwealth  to  make  good  its  pledge  that  the  mort- 
gjige  should  be  the  first  lien  upon  the  railroad  and  its 
franchises,  in  whose  hands  soever  they  might  be 
found? 

Suppose  an  individual.  Io<»king  only  to  the  letter  of 
the  statute,  should  thereby  be  induced  to  purchase 
the  nmrtgag(»  bonds  therein  authorized  to  be  issued, 
and  it  should  subsequently  be  determined  by  our  judi- 
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ciai  tribunals  that  the  mortgages,  for  any  reason,  was 
not  in  law  the  first  lien,  would  there  not  be  well 
founded  grounds  of  complaint,  and  at  least  plausi- 
bility in  the  claim  to  indemnify  for  the  loss  of  the 
promised  security?  Whether  the  Commonwealth 
would,  in  such  a  contingency,  admit  the  justice  of  the 
claim  or  not,  it  is  very  clear  that  her  constituted  au- 
thorities are  bound  to  see  that  no  one  is  misled  or  de- 
ceived by  their  oflicial  action. 

Believing,  therefore,  that  if  the  title  of  the  pur- 
chasers is  good  and  the  property  unincumbered,  the 
bill  under  consideration  is  unnecessary;  or,  if  the 
title  is  not  good  or  the  railroad  incumbered,  that  the 
bill  is  delusive  in  its  character,  unless  the  intention 
is  to  pledge  the  credit  of  the  State  for  the  validity  of 
the  mortgage,  and  in  that  even,  that  it  is  unconstitu- 
tional, I  herewith  return  it  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, where  it  originated,  for  re-consideration. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing*  "An  Act  to  Consolidate 
the  Office  of  Register  of  Wills  and  Clerk  of  the  Or- 
phans' Court,  in  Luzerne  County." 

Executive  ("haniber, 
Uarrisburg,  April  20,  1858. 
(Jentlemen: — 

THE  ACT,  ENTITLED  *AX  MJT  TO  CONSOLI- 
date  ihe  otticcs  of  register  of  wills  and  clerk  of 
orphans'  court  in  Luzchk^  county/'  is  herewith 
returned  to  the  House  of  U(»preseutatives,  in  which  it 
originated,  without  the  Executive  approval;  and,  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  ( -onstitution, 
I  proceed  to  state  the  objections  wliicli,  in  my  opinion, 
ought  to  pnMlude  its  passage  by  the  T^egislature. 


William  Fisher  Packer.  75 

The  bill  under  consideration  provides,  that  'wbeu 
the  term  of  oiliee  of  the  present .(*lerk  of  the  courts 
in  and  for  the  county  of  Luzerne  shall  expire,  the  of- 
fice of  the  clerk  of  orphans-  court  shall  be  held  and 
enjoyed  by  the  pre8<»ut  register  of  wills  until  the 
term  of  the  said  register  of  wills  shall  end,  and  there- 
after one  person  shall  be  elected  triennially,  who  shall 
be  styled  register  of  wills  and  clerk  of  the  orphans' 
court,  and  enjoy  all  the  emoluments  of  the  said  offices, 
and  discharge  the  duties  pertaining  to  each." 

By  reference  to  the  public!  records  in  this  depart- 
ment, I  il:id  that  (he  term  of  office  of  the  present  clerk 
of  the  orphans'  court  of  Luzerne  county  will  expire  on 
the  first  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1860.  The  effect, 
therefore,  of  the  proposed  enactment  would  be,  if  it 
became  a  law,  to  prevent  the  i>eople  of  Luzerne  county 
from  electing  a  clerk  of  the  orphans'  court  on  the  sec- 
ond Tuesday  of  October  next,  and  to  confer  that  office, 
by  appointment  of  the  Legislature,  for  the  term  of 
two  years,  upon  the  gentleman  who  shall  in  the  mean- 
time hold  the  office  of  register  of  wills.  Can  this  be 
done  without  violating  the  provisions  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  Pennsylvania? 

The  third  section  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  Const itu- 
iion  declares,  that  **Proth<»notaries  of  the  Supreme 
('ourt  shall  be  appointed  by  the  said  <*ourt  for  the 
term  of  three  years,  if  they  shall  so  long  behave  them- 
selves well.  Prothonotaries  and  clerks  of  the  sev- 
eral other  courts,  recorders  of  deeds  and  registers  of 
wills  shall,  at  the  times  and  places  of  election  of 
Representatives,  be  (elected  by  the  (lualific^d  electors 
of  each  county,  or  the  districts  ov<  r  which  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  said  courts  extends,  and  shall  be  conmiissioned 
bv  the  (Jovernor.  Thev  shall  hold  office  for  three 
years,  if  they  shall  so  long  behave  themselves  well, 
and  until  their  sviccessors  shall  In*  duly  qualified.     The 
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Legislature  shall  provide  by  law  the  number  of  per- 
sons in  each  county  who  shall  hold  said  offices,  and 
how  many  and  which  of  said  offices  shall  be  held  by 
one  person.  Vacancies  in  any  of  the  said  offices  shall 
be  filled  by  appointments,  to  be  made  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, to  continue  until  the  next  general  election,  and 
until  successors  shall  be  elected  and  qualified  as  afoire- 
said.*' 

The  eighth  section  of  the  same  article  of  the  Consti- 
tution provides,  that  '*all  officers  whose  election  or 
appointment  is  uot  provided  for  in  this  Constitution, 
shall  b(^  elected  or  appointed  as  shall  be  directed  b^ 
law;  but,  as  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  orphans' 
court  is  expressly  provided  for  in  the  third  section 
of  that  instrument,  it  will  not  be  pretended  that  the 
eighth  section  confers  any  power  on  the  Legislature 
to  change  the  mode  of  appointing  that  officer. 

It  is  true,  the  Legislature  may  provide  by  law  the 
number  of  [persons  in  each  county  wiio  shall  hold  the 
offices  of  proihonotary,  ch^'k  of  the  several  courts,  re- 
corder of  deeds  and  register  of  wills,  and  how  many 
and  which  of  said  oflices  shall  be  held  by  one  i)erson; 
but  the  Constitution,  so  far  from  conferring  on  the 
(leneral  Assembly  the  power  of  appointment,  ex- 
[)res8ly  commands  that  those  ofliccMs  shall  be  elected 
by  the  (pialitied  voters  of  each  county,  to  serve  for  the 
term  of  three  rears,  and  until  tluMr  successors  are  duly 
cpmlified;  and,  if  vacancies  occur,  such  va<*ancies  shall 
be  filled  by  ai)pointments,  to  be  made  by  the  Governor. 
It  is  resiKM-tfully  submitted,  therefore,  that,  under  no 
circumstances  whatev(»r,  can  th(*  Lt»gislatui*e  constitu- 
tionally ap])oint  a  cleik  of  thc^  orphans'  court  for  any 
<*ounty,  whether  it  be  for  a  full  or  for  a  part  of  a  term. 
Xor  can  the  oft1<M'S  of  clerk  of  th(»  orphans'  court  and 
r(»gister  of  wills  be  consolidated  by  the  Legislatui*e, 
and  the  duties  of  those  offices  conferred  upon  a  single 
individual,  in  tlie  abs(»nce  of  an  election  by  the  people 
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or  an  appointineut  by  the  Governor.  Should  the  terms 
of  those  offices,  from  death  resignation  or  any  other 
cause,  expire  at  the  same  period,  the  Legislature  may 
direct  that  they  shall  thereafter  be  consolidated  and 
filled  by  one  person;  but  that  iK*rson  can  only  be  se- 
lected by  the  qualified  electors  or  by  the  tlovernor,  ac- 
cording to  the  lequirements  of  the  i Constitution. 

Should  the  bill  before  me  become  a  law,  it  would 
moreover  be  Hindered  inoiR4'ativ<»  and  nugatory  by 
that  provision  of  the  Constitution  which  declares  that 
the  clerk  of  the  orplians'  court,  when  ])rop(»rly  elected 
and  commissioned,  shall  hold  his  ofYice  until  his  suc- 
cessor shall  be  duly  qualified.  As  there  exists  no 
power  to  duly  qualify  a  successor  in  any  other  manner 
than  that  pointed  out  by  the  Tonstitution,  it  follows, 
as  a  necessary  consf^iuence,  that,  if  the  ])eople  were 
to  comply  with  the  provisi(ms  of  this  bill,  and  fail  to 
elect  a  successor  at  the  next  general  election,  the  pres- 
ent incumbent  would  continue  to  be  the  legal  clerk 
of  the  orphans'  court  of  Luzerne  count v,  and  no  va- 
cancy  would  exist  which  could,  by  any  possibility,  be 
filled  by  the  Legislature.  Th(»  existing  clerk  w-ill  hold 
his  office  until  his  successor  shall  be  duly  elected  by 
the  qualified  citizens  and  commissioned  by  the  Gover- 
nor, and  it  is  not  in  th(»  pow(»r  of  the  (ien(»ral  Ass(*mbly 
to  make  it  otherwise*. 

The  Executive  is,  tluTefon*,  in  th(»  jK^rformance  of 
an  imi)erative  duty,  in  returning  this  bill  to  the  House 
of   Representative's    for   itM-onsideration. 

\YM.  F.   PACKKR. 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  Commissioners  for  the 

Revision  of  the  Penal  Code. 

Executive  Chamber, 
llarrisburg,  April  20,  1858. 
Senators: — 

IN  CONFORMITY  WITH  THE  REQUIREMENTS 
of  ^^ResohitioDB  rehitive  to  a  revised  penal  code 
of  Pennsjlvauia,''  approved  the  19th  instant,  I 
do  hereby  uouiinate  for  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  Ellis  Lewis,  of  tlie  city  of  Philadelphia,  Charles 
R.  Buckalew,  of  the  county  of  Columbia,  and  John  C. 
Knox,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  '*as  commissioners 
to  revise,  collate  and  digest  all  the  acts  and  statutes 
relating  to  or  touching  the  penal  laws  of  the  Com- 
monwealth," and  to  **report  to  the  Legislature  bills 
relating  to   corporations  and   their  taxation." 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Relative  to  a 
Public  Road  Leading  'I'hroiigli  the  Farm  of  James 
Miles,  in  Eric  County." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Uarrisburg,  April  'li),  1858. 
(rcntlemeu: — 

IHKREWITIl     RETl'RN     TO     TUE     SENATE, 
where  it   originated,   the  bill,   entitled  '*Au   Act 
relative  to  a  publi<*  road  leading  through  the  farm 
of  James  Mil(»s.  in  Erie  county.'' 

Tiie  bill  b(*f()rv»  nie,  after  reciting  that  a  certain  part 
of  a  public  road  in  the  township  of  (Mrard,  in  the 
county  of  Eri(\  has  become  of  no  public  utility,  au- 
thoriz(*s  James  Miles,  at  his  own  expense,  to  erect 
and  keep  up  a  good  and  sufticient  gate  at  a  certain 
point  on  the  public  road  aforesaid. 
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I  c-auuot  approve  this  bill.  If  the  road  has  reallj 
become  useless,  let  it  be  vacated  by  the  proper  au- 
thorities; but,  while  it  remains  a  public  road,  it  should 
be  kept  free  from  all  obstructions. 

Under  the  act  of  the  13jth  of  June,  1836,  swinging 
gates  may,  by  leave  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions, 
be  put  across  private  roads;  and  if  the  road  referred 
to  iu  this  bill  is  useless  as  a  public  and  useful  as  a 
private  road,  it  may  readily  be  converted  from  the  one 
to  the  other,  by  being  vacated  as  a  public  highway 
and  re-opened  as  a  private  way  or  road.  But  all  this 
is  for  the  action  of  the  legitimate  local  tribunals. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  **A  Further  Supplement  to 
an  Act,  Approved  April  15,  1857,  entitled  'An  Act 
to  Appoint  Commissioners  to  View,  Lay  Out  and 
Construct  a  State  Road  in  Lancaster  and  Chester 
Counties.*  " 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  April  20,  1858. 
Gentlemen: — 

1  HEREWITH  RETURN,  WITHOUT  THE  EXECU 
live  approval,  to  the  Senate,  where  it  originated, 
the  bill,  entitled  **A  further  supplement  to  an  act, 
appioved  April  15,  1857,  entitled  *An  Act  to  appoint 
commissioners  to  view,  lay  out  and  construct  a  State 
road  in  Lancaster  and  Chester  eounties.' '' 

The  bill  under  consideration  proposes  to  change, 
in  part,  the  loraticni  of  ai  certain  State  road  in  the 
county  of  ('hester.  Without  imiuiring  whether  the 
change  of  loeation,  in  this  instance,  is  a  desirable  one, 
or  otherwise,  it  is  sufficient  to  state  that  Jiccording 
to  a  certified  copy  of  Hie  record  of  tlie  court  of  (piar- 
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tcr  ^I'SsiouB  of  tbo  peace  id  aod  for  Obestei-  county, 
it  appeurs  rbat  viewers  have  already  been  appointed 
with  full  power  to  vacate,  or  cLange  (^urtaiu  portions 
of  the  road  in  queutiou,  embracing  Ihat  part  of  it 
mentioned  iu  tlim  bill;  and  if  bucIi  cliange  l»i'  proper, 
it  will  doubtless  be  made  by  the  duly  authorized  local 
authorities.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  full  and  ample 
justice  will  be  done,  as  Hell  to  public  as  private  inter- 
«'stH,  by  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  having  the  sub- 
ject in  charge. 

Ill  accordance,  therefore,  with  views  heretofore  re- 
peatedly expressed  in  returning  similar  bills,  I  aio 
('(lustiaiued  to  decline  to  sauctiou  legislative  inter- 
fereuce  wiUi  the  action  of  the  courts. 

\VM.  E.  PAOKER. 


Proclamation  of  a  Day  of  Thanksgiving. — 1858. 

Pennsylvania,  ss. 
[SiguedJ     Wni.  F.  I'a.ker. 

[  N    Till-;    NAMK    AND    BY 

1I1C  aiLilioiity  iiF  rlie  Com- 
iiioiiweiilrli   of  I'ennsylva- 
WiLLlAM  F.  I'ACKElt, 
^^^^^__^__  -iiior  of  lilt'  said  Coninion- 

wealth. 

A    PItOOLAMATlON. 

Fellow  Citizens: — 

The  }r,>„(j|i,.ss  of  <iiid  (o  nt>  as  a 
.  lu'oplc  i-alls  for  our  public  ai-knoniegd- 
linciii  and  <iur  grateful  praise.  The 
Spast  and  the  pn-sent  are  crowded  with 
'  IMs  blessings.  NotliiiiK  lias  occurred 
Id  inipi'T'il  ilie  pL'iiii'iples  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty  upon  wliicb  our  Ifoverimienl  is  based, 
or  to  interfere  with  its  liarmoniou»  operations  iu  all 
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its  departments.  \\V  are  at  peace  with  all  foreign  na- 
tions, and  the  noiHe  of  violence  is  unheard  within  our 
broders.  While  all  enjoy  p(*rfect  freedom  of  opinion, 
the  genial  influences  of  our  frei»  institutions,  and  the 
mild  spirit  of  our  holy  religion,  are  more  and  more 
uniting  us  in  one  brotherhood.  Our  educational  insti- 
tutions are  diffusing  intelligence  among  the  masses  of 
our  citizens,  inducing  a  higher  appreciation  of  their 
privileges,  and  a  deeper  sense  of  their  obligations. 
Though  in  some  localities  the  pestilence  has  prevailed, 
our  country  at  large  has  enjoyed  unusual  health,  and 
we  are  blessed  with  an  abundau<e  of  all  the  necessa- 
ries and  the  comforts  of  life.  Our  industrial  pursuits 
are  fast  recovering  from  the  torpor  induced  by  the 
recent  financial  embarrassm(»nts;  confidence  is  being 
restored,  and  business  is  resuming  its  wonted  activity. 
Mercies  crown  all  our  relations  in  life,  and  the  hopes  of 
a  glorious  immortality  wait  to  cheer  and  bless  every 
heart. 

Prompted  by  my  own  convictions  of  duty,  and  in 
conformity  with  the  expressed  wishes  of  many  of  my 
fellow  citizens,  I,  WIIJ.IAM  F.  PACKKK,  (Jovernor 
of  the  ("Ommon wealth  of  IVnnsylvania.  do  hereby  ap- 
point Thursday,  the  Kighteeuth  day  of  Xovcmb(»r  next, 
to  be  observed  as  a  day  of  general  Thanksgiving  and 
Prayer,  and  re<-ommend  to  all  (mii-  peopU*  ihat,  s(»tting 
aside  on  that  day  all  worldly  pursuits,  they  assemble 
in  their  respective*  places  of  worship,  and  unite  in  of- 
fering thanks  to  (Jod  for  His  goodn<'ss.  imploring  His 
gracious  forgiveness,  and  the  continuan-  e  of  lJif>  mer 
cies.  And  while  our  hearts  throb  with  gratitude  to 
God  for  His  unnumbered  blessings,  let  a  lilxMal  char- 
ity be  extended  to  all  upon  whom  have  b(M*n  laid  tin* 
burdens  of  misfortune  and  want. 
Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  Ok  at  Si  al  of  the  State, 

at  Harrisburg,  this   twenty-eighth  day  of  October, 

6~Vol.  VIII— 4th  Ser. 
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lu  the  year  of  our  Lord  oiic  thoueaud  eight  hundred 
and  tifty-oight,  uiid  of  the  ('oiniuouwcalth  the  eighty- 
third. 

Hy  the  (loveroor. 

Win.  M.  llieHter, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  John  M.  Read,  Judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Penusylvania,  bs. 
[SiguedJ     Wm.  F.  Packer. 

N    THE    NAME    AND   BY 

Ihc  uiithortty  of  the  Com- 

uioiiwealth   of   PennHylva- 

I.     WILUAM  F.  PACKER, 

ivenior  of  the  said  CoDimoa- 

A    PROCLAMATION, 

XMierciis,  In  and  by  an  act  of  the 
lUncial  .\sscnihly  of  this  Coiuraon- 
Heallli.  passi'd  the  liith  day  of  April, 
\.  I).  1S.->1.  entitled  "An  ait  to  pro- 
vide fur  (he  election  of  Judges  of  the 
<evei!il  Courts  of  this  ConimonweaUh, 
and  to  ii'iiiilatc  rcrlain  jndt'-iiil  disliii-ta."  it  is  en.icted 
aud  [irovidfd  aw  rolluvvs.  vix: 

■■Section  !i.  That  on  the  iirst  Tuesday  in  November 
in'xl  following  any  elei'tion  anlhotiKed  hy  (liis  act,  the 
Secretiiry  of  the  Conuiionweiilth  shiiU.  in  Ihe  Hall  of 
Ihe  Hous"  of  Rc|ire8entalivc8,  in  thi'  iireacuce  of  the 
(!ovr-rn«r  and  surli  olliei-  titixens  of  IhiB  Common- 
wealth a»  lUiiy  rlioose  t(i  alleud.  raiise  (he  retui^H 
nijule  to  iiini  under  Hie  )irovisions  hereof  to  he  opened, 
and  the  votes  lasl  foi*  .hulgcs  of  llie  Supreme  Conrt 
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to  be  aciuiately  computed;  and  the  (Joveiuor  shall 
forthwith  issue  his  proclamation,  declaring  so  many 
of  the  persons  voiced  for  for  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  as  shall  be  required  to  be  elected  by  this  act, 
and  who  have  received  the  highest  number  of  votes,  to 
be  duly  elected/' 

And  whereas,  The  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
did,  at  the  time  and  place,  and  in  the  manner  provided 
by  the  act  aforesaid,  cause  the  returns  of  the  election 
made  to  him  to  be  opened,  and  the  votes  cast  for 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  (Jourt  to  be  accurately  com- 
puted. 

Now,  therefore,  in  obedience  to  the  recpiirements  of 
the  above  recited  ninth  section  of  the  a<t  of  (he  Gen- 
eral Assembly  aforesaid,  1  do  hereby  issue  this  procla- 
mation, publishing  and  declaring  that  of  the  persons 
voted  for  for  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Coui  t  of  this  Com- 
monwealth at  the  late  general  election,  held  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  October  last,  John  M.  K(ad  having 
received  the  greatest  number  of  votes,  has  b(»en  duly 
elected  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  fifteen  years 
from  the  first  Mondav  of  December  next, 
(fiven  under  my  hand  and  the  greal  seal  of  the  State, 
at  llarrisburg,  this  second  day  of  Xovember,  in  the 
year  of  our  T^rd  one  thousand  (Mght  hundred  and 
fifty-eight,  and   of   (he  CommonweaHh  the  eighty- 
third. 
By  the  Governor, 

Wm.  M.  Hiester, 

Secretarv  of  the  rominonwealth. 
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Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  Representatives  of 
Pcnnsvlvania  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
—  [858. 


■kfi-. 

N    THK    XAilE    AND   BY 

till'  juirhorit.v  or  the  Coni- 

iij<iiiw<-tillli   of   I'enu8flva- 

a.     WllJ.IAM  F.  I'ACKER, 

iJVPinor  of  tlic  said  Oonimon- 

A    PROCI.AMATION. 

WhtTPas,  III  and  bv  an  act  of  the 
|(icni>i-al  AsHcnihl.v  of  this  Common- 
cnlth.  piiHKi'd  the  H('<'ord  day  of  Julj, 
L.  D.  nnc  thousand  eight  butidred 
and  (liiiiy  nine,  entitled  "An  Act  relat- 
ing tn  the  I'h-i'lioiiR  of  this  ('i)nuiionwi'alth."  il  is  made 
lilt-  duty  of  rill'  I  iovcniiir.  110  i-eltniiH  of  tlio  election 
i)f  llif  iin-iiihcrs  -jf  (111-  House  of  Itcjuvaentatives  of 
llic  I'liiU'd  StJiH's.  by  lln-  Seci-ctary  of  tin'  Coiiiinon- 
n'<-:ilth.  r<)  di'claiv  h\-  I'nx-liiinalioii  the  iiaii'vs  of  the 


pciHonH  mi  K'liinii'd  a«  i-lfclcd  in  liic  rrsjicclivc  dis- 
Iri.-lH. 

And  wtii-icas.  Tlie  ntuins  of  tin-  nencial  Elwtion 
held  on  Toisday.  llir  twolftii  day  <jf  October  last,  in 
ami  foe  (he  scvcnil  disrrii-ts,  for  idembers  to  serve 
in  Ihc  Iloiisr  of  Itepicsenlativt-H  <)f  the  f'ongnas  of 


1  tlic 


rnil.-d  SI: 

r  the  fourth  day  <i 
nice  of  llic  > 
■ably  to  Ihc  iiro 


of  two  years  from  and 
■cli  nexl,  liave  lieen  received 
ary  of  tbc  ('oinnionnealth. 
IS  of  the  above  recited  act. 


that  iti  till'  First  llistrici,  rom- 
|ios('d  of  Siiiilhwark,  >foyaniciisiiig,  I'asKaynnk,  in  the 
coiinly  of  I'hiladclpbia.  and  Cedar,  Lombard,  Spruce 
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aud  New  Market  Wai'ds,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
Thomas  B.  Florence  has  been  duly  elected;  iu  the 
Second  district,  composed  of  the  city  of  IMiiladelphia, 
except  the  before  mentioned  wards,  Edward  Joy  Mor- 
ris has  been  duly  elected;  in  the  Third  district,  com- 
posed of  Kensington  and  the  Northern  liberties  of 
the  county  of  Philadelphia,  John  P.  Verree  has  been 
duly  elected;  in  the  Fourth  district,  composed  of 
Spring  Oarden,  Penn  District,  North  Penn,  Kingsess- 
ing,  West  Philadelphia,  Blockley,  Richmond,  Unincor- 
porated Northern  Liberties,  Bridesburg,  and  Aramin- 
go,  in  the  (!Ounty  of  Philadelphia,  William  Millward 
has  been  duly  elected;  in  the  Fifth  district,  composed 
of  Montgomery  county  and  Bristol  township,  I'pper 
and  Lower  Germantown,  Upper  and  Lower  Manayunk, 
Frankford,  Koxborough,  Byberry,  Lower  Dublin, 
White  Hall,  Oxford  and  Moreland,  in  the  county  of 
Philadelphia,  John  Wood  has  been  duly  elected;  in 
the  Sixth  district,  composed  of  (he  counties  of  Ches- 
ter and  Delaware,  John  Ilickman  has  been  duly  elect- 
ed; in  the  Seventh  district,  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Bucks  and  Lehigh,  Henry  C.  Longneckcr  has  been 
duly  elected;  in  the  Eighth  district,  composed  of  the 
county  of  Berks,  John  Schwartz  has  been  dulv  (*h»cted; 
in  the  Ninth  district,  composed  of  the  county  of  Lan- 
caster, Thaddeus  Stevens  has  been  duly  elected;  in 
the  Tenth  district,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Leb- 
anon, Dauphin  and  T'nion,  and  the  township  of  Lower 
Mahanov,  in  the  county  of  Northumberland,  John  W. 
Killinger  has  been  duly  elected;  in  the  Eleventh  dis- 
trict, composed  of  the  counties  of  Schuylkill  jnid  Nor- 
thumberland, except  Tx)W'er  Mahanoy  township,  James 
H.  Campbell  has  be(»n  duly  (»l<Mtcd;  in  the 
Twelfth  district,  com[>osed  of  the  couuti<*s  of  Mcmtour, 
Columbia,  Luzerne  and  Wyonn'ng,  (Uhh-ji^o  W.  Scran- 
ton  has  been  dulv  elected;  in  the  Thirt<»enth  district, 
com]io«ed  of  the  counties  of  Northampton,  Monroe  Car- 
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t)oii.  Pike  and  Wayne.  William  H.  Diuiuiick  haa  been 
duly  elected;  in  the  Fourteenth  district,  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Susquehanna,  Bradford  and  Tioga,  Ga- 
lusha  A.  Grow  has  been  duly  elected;  in  the  Fifteenth 
district,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Sullivan,  L3'com- 
ing,  Clinton,  Centre,  Mifflin  and  Potter,  James  T.  Hale 
has  been  duly  elected;  in  the  Sixteenth  district,  com- 
pflsi'd  of  the  counties  of  York,  Cumberland  and  Perry, 
Penjamin  F.  Junkin  has  been  duly  elected;  in  the  Sev- 
enteenth district,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Frank- 
lin, Fulton,  Bedford  and  Juniata,  Edward  MTherson 
has  been  duly  elected;  in  the  Eighteenth  district,  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Somerset,  Cambria,  Blair  and 
Huntingdon,  Samuel  S.  Blair  has  been  duly  elected; 
in  the  Nineteenth  district,  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Westmoreland,  Armstrong  and  Indiana,  John  Co- 
vode  has  b(»en  duly  elected;  in  the  Twentieth  district, 
composed  of  the  counties  of  Fayette,  Greene  and  Wash- 
ington, William  Montgomery  has  been  duly  elected; 
in  the  Twenly-first  distri<t.  composed  of  the  county 
of  Allc^gheny,  except  that  part  which  lies  northeast  of 
the  Ohio  and  northwest  of  the  Alh^gheiiy,  J.  K.  Moor- 
head  has  b(H*n  duly  elecled;  in  the  Twenty-second  dis- 
trict, (-(miposed  of  Mntler  <-()nnty  and  that  part  of 
Allegheny  (MHiniv  not  iucludcHl  in  th<*  Twentv-lirst  dis- 
tri<t,  K<il)(M't  M'Knight  has  been  duly  (»lect(*d;  in  the 
Twenty-thir<l  district,  (omposed  of  the  counties  of  Bea- 
ver, La\vreu<e  and  Mercer,  WMlliain  Stewart  has  been 
duly  elect<'d;  in  the  Twenty-fourth  district,  composed 
of  th(»  count i(»s  of  N'enaugo,  Warren,  M'Kean,  Clear- 
liehl,  J(»tr(Mson,  Fon^st.  Elk  and  Clarion,  Chapin  Hall 
has  iM'cn  duly  elcMted;  in  the  T\vt*nty-fifth  district. 
<oin|M»sed  of  the  <'ounties  of  Erie  and  Crawford,  Elijah 
I»ablMH   has  be<M\  dulv  elerte<l. 

Now,  lhei'efor(\  I  have  issued  this  Proclamation, 
ijcreby  publishing  and  d<H*laring  that  Thomas  B.  Flo- 
rence,  Edward  Jov  Morris,  John  P.  Verree,  William 
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Millwai'd,  JoliD  Wood,  John  Hickaiaii,  Ut-nrv  (.'.  Lung- 
nccker,  Johu  Schwartz,  Thaddeus  Steveus,  Jobu  W. 
KilUnger,  James  H.  Campbell,  Ueotge  W.  tJciantoD, 
William  H.  Dimmick,  Qalusha  A.  Grow,  James  T.  Hale, 
Benjamin  P.  Junkin,  Edward  M'Phersou,  Samuel  S. 
Blair,  John  Corode,  William  Montgomer,v,  .1.  K.  Moor- 
head,  liobert  M'Knight,  William  Stewart.  Cliapin  Hall, 
and  Elijah  Babbitt  have  been  returned  as  duly  elected 
io  the  several  districts  before  mentioned  as  Iteiwesent- 
ativea  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  foi'  the 
term  of  two  ^'ears,  to  commence  from  and  after  the 
fourth  day  of  March  uext. 

Given  under  ray  hand  and  the  great  seat  of  the  State, 
at  Harrisburg,  this  third  day  of  Xovember,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  tmudred  and 
fifty-eight,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  eighty- 
third. 
By  the  Governor, 

Wm.  M.  Hiester, 

Secretary  of  the  Corauionwealth. 


Proclamation  of  the  I'"]ection  of  William  H.  Keim 
as  a  Representative  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  United 
States   Congress. 

PeuiBylvania,  ss. 
{Signed]     Wm.  F.  Packer. 

S-    THE    N-A.ME    .\ND   BY 
the  antliority  of  the  Com- 
inoiineaini    uf   Pennsylva 
.     \VILLI.\M  F.  l'.\CKEU. 
___^ .'  (!ov«'rnor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth 
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A    PROCLAMATION. 

Wlieieau,  B.v  a  Keliiiu  duly  uiade 
,  by  the  Judges  uf  u  Special  election 
' '  !i«ld  in  the  Kightli  Congressional  dis- 
i(-t  of  this  ComuioD wealth,  coinpoeed 
■  ot  the  county  of  Herks,  on  Tuesday, 
the  Thiriietb  day  of  NoTeniber,  A.  D. 
1S58,  under  the  authority  of  An  Ad  of  the  General  As- 
sembly! approvi'd  the  seventh  day  of  July,  A.  D.  183t), 
it  appears  that  Willinui  K.  ICeini,  Esquire,  was  duly 
elected  to  serve  as  a  Kepresentative  of  this  State  in 
the  House  of  Itepresentalives  of  the  Thirty-fiflh  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  lo  su))ply  the  vaeaouy  oc- 
casioned by  the  i-esiKnation  of  Houorable  J.  Glaacy 
Jones. 

And  wheieas.  In  and  by  the  forty-second  section 
of  (lie  act  before  recited,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the 
(iovernor  on  the  receipt  of  the  Itetunis  of  any  special 
election  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  to 
declare  by  i'ro<'hmiaiion  the  uauie  of  the  person 
elected; 

Now.  Iheiefore,  I  have  is^ucil  thin  I'rochnnaliou 
hereby  publishing  and  declaring  llial  the  said  WUliani 
11.  Keiui,  Ksipiirc.  is  duly  elected  and  chosen  in  the 
disli'irl  before  nK'iitioiicd  as  a  Hepreneutative  of  this 
Stale  ill  llic  IUjiinc  of  Ui'preseuiativt'H  in  the  Congivss 
of  the  I'liiled  States  in  th<'  room  of  (he  Honorable  .1. 
(llaucy  .loncH,  resigned,  wlm  had  been  eleiled  a  niem- 
b<T  of  the  Thirly-liflh  rongress. 

(iiven  under  my  Maud  and  tlieliieat  S.-ai  of  ihc State, 

at  llarrisburg.  this  4th  day  of  Deccndier.  in  the  year 

of  oui-  Lord  otK'  thousand  eighl  Inindred  aad  flfty- 

cJi;bl.  and  of  tlu-  Comnionweallh  the  cightythird. 

Ity  the  (iovernor. 

Win.  M.  llicHter, 

Secretary  of  the  Cninmoi wealth. 
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Annual   Messai^e  to  the  Assembly. —  i<S59. 

(Jeutleiiien: — 

ALTllonni    TIIK    VKAU    jrST    IMPOSED    UAS 
one  {)[  ;;i'eat  drpivsKioti  in  (Ik*  biisineHS  anci  mou- 
etary  att'airs  of  the  <*ountry,  1  am  happy  to  be 
able  to  ai:iioun<'e  10  tlie  K(*presen(aliv(*s  of  th<»  Peo- 
ple, that  the  linances  of  Pennsylvania  nro  in  a  most 
satiBfactory  eondition. 

The  reeeiplB  at  the  Treasury,  from  all  soure<  s,  for 
the  tiseal  year  ending  on  the  »*^t)th  day  of  November, 
1858,  were  Jjf4,lJ5yj78.:^;l;  and  tin*  exp(Miditures,  for 
all  purposes,  during  the  same  time  ,\vere  ;f3,775,8r>7.0t5, 
leaving  an  excess  of  receipts  ov(*r  expeudiiin-es,  of 
1363,921.29. 

This  exhibit  shows  that  th<M'(»  was  a<tuallv  in  the 
Treasury,  on  the  1st  day  of  l)ccenib4*r,  18r»s,  tir*  sum 
of  f363,!)2l.2!),  more  than  there  was  on  llu*  1st  day  of 
December,  1857.  In  addition  lo  this,  amonj;  the  ex- 
penditures for  tlie  year,  were 

Loans   redeenuMl,    f:^8t),a(M>  85 

Relief  notes  redeemed,   41,071  Ot) 

Interest  certificates  redeemed UtJ  70 

Making  of  the  public  debt,  funded  and 

unfunded,  paid  during  the  year,  the 

sum  of *121,4!)4  55 

If  we  add  to  this  the  excess  of  money 

on  hand,  at  the  end  of  tlu*  liscal  y(»ar, 

over  what  remained  in  the  Treasury, 

at  the  same  tinn^  hist  year,  viz 30:^,021  2J) 

We  have  the  sum  of f 785,415  84 

But  this  is  not  all.  The  amount  paid 
on  the  public  improv(Mnents,  includ- 
ing damages  and  old  claims,  during 
the  fiscal  year,  was  f :U1,036  58 
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lie  the  amount  of  revenue,  from  the 
ame  source,  for  the  same  period, 
as  only 95,070  06 


iing  an  excess  of  expenditures  over 
jceipts,  whieli  happily  we  will  be  re- 
^lieved  from  in  the  future,  of 245,966  52 


his  sum  should,  also,  be  credited  to  the  operations 
he  Treasury,  during  the  year,  for  it  was  an  extra- 
inary  exjienditure,  which  cannot  again  occur,  and 
1,  in  fact,  a  reduction  of  the  liabilities  of  the  Com- 
iwealth,  to  that  extent. 

'  we  add  this  sum  to  the  amount  of  debt  paid,  and 
excess  of  cash  on  hand,  we  have  for  the  year  a 
ince  in  favor  of  the  receipts,  over  the  ordinary  ex- 
iitnres,  amounting,  in  the  aggregate,  to  f1,031,- 
36. 

ut  from  this,  however,  should  be  deducted  the  ex- 
irdinary  receipts,  which  were. 
The  uniouut  paid  by  the  Penusyl- 
uiia  railroad  (tonipany,  on  the  prin- 
pal  of  the  debt  due  by  the  said  com- 
mv  to  the  Commonwealth,  for  the 

ii'chase  of  the  main  line,   |100,000  00 

The  amount  received  from  the  Gi- 
rd Hank,  for  loans  of  the  Common- 
i^ahh,  sold  by  that  bank, 28,000  00 

In  all,    1128,000  00 


'hich,  deducted  from  the  foret!:oing  aggregate  of 
U ..'^S'J . :5(>,  leaves  the  triK*  balance  of  the  ordinary 
ipts  ov(T  the  ordinary  exjKMiditures  for  th;-  fiscal 
.  at  J<!K)8,:^S2.:U». 

le  funded  and  niifnnd(Hl  debt  of  the  Common- 
It  h,  on  the  Ist  day  of  December,  1S57,  was  as  fol- 
i: 
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Funded  Debt. 

8ix  per  eeut.  Iohu,  $445,180  00 

Five  per  cent,  loan,  38,773,212  52 

Four  and  one-half  per  cent,  loan,   ....  388,200  00 

Four  per  cent,  loan, 100,000  00 

To   this  should  be  added  5  per  cent. 

coupon  bonds  sold  by  Girard  Bank, 

not  before  reported, 28,000  00 

Total  funded  debt,    $30,734,502  52 

Unfunded  Debt. 

Relief  notes  outstanding, |146,421  00 

Interest  certificates  outstanding,   ....  23,473  82 

Interest  cerlific«ites  unclaimed,  4,448  38 

Domestic  creditors,   802  50 

Total  unfunded  debt,   |175,145  70 

Making  the  entire  debt  of  the  Commonwealth  at  the 
period  named  $39,91)9,738.22. 

The  funded  and  unfunded  debt  of  the  State,  at  the 
close  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  December  1,  1858,  stood 
as  follows: 

Funded  Debt. 

Six  per  cent,  loans, $445,180  00 

Five  per  cent,  loans, 38,420,005  67 

Four  and  one  half  per  <'ent.  loans,   . . .  388,200  00 

Four  per  cent,  loans 100,000  00 

Total  funded  d(»bt, $39,354,285  07 

Unfunded  Debt. 

Relief  notes  outstanding $105,350  00 

Interest  certificates,   23,357  12 
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»t  ^rertifieates  unclaimed, 4,448  38 

4ti<!  creditors,   802  50 


Total  unfunded  debt,   f  13:^,958  00 


ing  the  public  debt  on  the  first  of  December  last, 
h<,24ii.(>7.  Since  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  the 
issioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  have  redeemed 

tive  per  cent,  loan,  (he  sum  of  f220,l32.51,  leav- 
e  real  debt  of  the  Commonwealth,  at  this  time, 
1  and  unfunded,  |39,268,111.16. 
iieet  this,  besides  the  ordinary  sources  of  public 
le,  the  State  owns  bonds  received  from  the  sale 
•  public  works,  and  which,  I  have  every  rea- 
)  believe,  are  well  secured,  amounting  to  f  11,- 
I).  l)<»du^tiiig  this  from  the  outstanding  debt, 
es,  to  b<*  otherwise  provided  for,  the  sum  of  f82,- 
1.16. 

I  beli(»ved  that,  with  the  existing  sources  of  rev- 
and  the  observance  of  strict  economy,  this  sum 
b(*  rediic(Ml  during  the  current  year,  at  least 
.000. 

present  would  seem  to  be  the  appropriate  time 
n  our  nation  is  at  peace — and  when  health  and 
labh*  pr()sp(*rity  j)revail  within  our  own  borders 
;reatly  reduce  the  public  debt.  We  have  but  to 
lly  husband  our  legitimate  resources,  avoiding 
aj^ant  and  unnecessary  appropriations,  and  prac- 

a   projM'r  economy   in  all  th(»  departments   of 

nnient,   to  render  the*  enUre  extinguishment  of 

»bt  a  lixcd  fa<'t   within  a  very  brief  period.     To 

lly  guard  the  publi<-  Tn^asury  at  this  interesting 

in  our  tinancial  hist  or  v,  is  so  inanifestlv  the  duty 

•  •  •■ 

"  public  authorities,  that  I  canno<  for  one  rao- 
bclicve  that  any  other  poli<\v  will  be  proposed. 
I'c  be  any,  who.  replying  on  tlu*  ini[)roved  condi- 
f  th'*  financ(»s  of  th(^  State,  would  encourage  the 
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adoplicm  of  new  schemes  for  depleting  (he  Tri»asury, 
or  would  cut  off  the  sources  of  our  present  revenue, 
and  thus  reduce  it,  let  all  such  efforts,  C4)nun^  from 
whatever  quarter  they  may,  be  sternly  resisted.  I^et 
Pennsylvania  be  just  before  she  is  generous.  L(4  our 
good  example  be  a  light  in  the  pathway  of  our  sister 
States,  as  well  as  an  admonition  to  our  own  local  gov- 
ernments. This  is  due  alike  to  the  favors  whi*h  Provi- 
dence has  so  bountifully  l)esrowed  upon  us,  and  to 
that  high  character  for  honesty  and  integrity  whicli 
has  ever  distinguished  the  pt^ople  of  this  good  old 
Commonwx^alth. 

In  pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  Act  for  the  sale 
of  the  State  canals/'  approved  on  the  2Lst  day  of  April 
last,  I  did,  as  the  (Sovemor  of  the  ("ommon wealth,  on 
the  19th  of  Mav,  1858,  convev  to  the  Suuburv  and 
Erie  Railroad  company,  all  the  public  works  belonging 
to  the  Commonwealth,  then  remaining  unsold,  consist- 
ing of  the  Delaware  division — the  Tapper  and  liower 
North  Branch  divisions — the  West  Branch  division — 
and  the  Susquehanna  divisicm  of  the  Pennsylvania 
canal,  with  all  (he  property  th(*reunto  belonging,  or 
in  anywise  appertaining,  and  all  the  estate,  right,  title 
and  interest  of  this  Common weiiltli  therein,  for  the 
sum  of  thre<'  millions  flv<'  hundred  thoiisand  dollars. 
To  se<-ur<»  the  luivmcnt  (»f  this  sum.  tlu*  Sunburv  and 
Erie  railroad  company  paid  to  the*  State  Treasurer  its 
bonds,  secur(»d  by  a  mortgage,  as  dinM-ted  by  the  act, 
for  th(»  amount  of  the  purchase  mon(M'.  Tie*  company 
also  complied  with  the  provisions  of  tin*  a<'t  which  re- 
quired it,  as  additional  security,  to  execute  and  deliver 
to  the  State  Treasurer  a  mortgage  on  th(*  Delaware  di- 
vision for  one  million — a  mortgage*  on  the  Sus<piehan- 
na  and  \\  est  Branch  divisions  for  half  a  million — and 
a  mortgage  on  the  Cpper  and  Lower  North  Branch 
divisions  for  half  a  million  of  dollars.  Th(*  deeds  and 
raortgag'»s  were  all  (»x(M!it(»<l  under  the  immediate  su- 
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pervision  of  tliL'  Altoruev  General,  and  were  m  strict 
conforniitv   with  the  reciuirenients  of  the  law. 

After  the  eonvevanees  were  dulv  (»xecuted  aiul  de- 
livered,  possession  of  the  eanals  was  given  to  the  rail- 
road tompany. 

The  act  further  provided  that  the  Sunbury  and  Erie 
railroad  company  should  not  re-8(»ll  the  canals,  or  any 
part  of  them,  without  the  consent  of  the  (Sovernor; 
and  that  if  a  re-sale  were  made  for  a  j;:reater  sum,  in 
the  ajr^repite,  than  thre(»  and  a  half  millions  of  dol- 
lars, seventy-liv<^  \h'V  centum  of  th<»  excess  should  be 
paid  to  the  Commonwealth,  in  ilu?  bonds  of  the  pur- 
chasers. It  was  also  provided  that  upon  a  re-sale, 
the  mortgages  given  by  the  Sunbury  and  Erie  railroad 
company  to  the  Commonwealth,  upon  the  canals, 
**should  be  cancelled  bv  the  State  Treasurer  and  sur- 
rendered  to  the  company  by  the  (ioverucu*,  on  deposit 
made  bv  the  said  companv  in  the  ofllice  of  the  State 
Treasurer,  of  an  ecpial  amount  of  the  bonds  of  their 
grantees,  secunni  by  mortgage  of  the  canal  or  canals 
sold  as  afor(*said" — with  a  provision  that  no  transfer 
of  securities  should  be  made  until  the  (lovernor  should 
be  satisfied  that  the  new  securities  to  be  given  were 
snflrtcient  to  protect  the  intensts  <if  the  State;  and 
that  his  written  approval  of  th<»  <'hange  should  be  filed 
in  the  ofllice  of  the  Se<Tetarv  of  the  (^>mmon wealth. 

Sales  were  made  by  the  Sunbury  and  Erie  railroad 
company,  and  reported  to  me.  under  the  oath  of  the 
president  of  tlie  dilT(»rent  lines,  as  follows: 

The  l'Pi)er  and  Lower  North  lirant'h 
canal,  to  the  North  Branch  canal 
company,  for |l,6tM).()tH)  00 

Th(»  West  Branch  and  Susquehanna  di- 
visions, to  the  West  Branch  and  Sus- 
(piehanna  canal  company,  for r)t)(),000  00 
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The  Delaware  diviBlon,  to  the  Dela- 
ware Division  canal  company  of 
Pennsylvania,   for    1,775,000  00 


In  all  the  sum  of 13,875,000  00 


Upon  investigation  and  inquiry,  having  become  sat- 
isfied that  these  sales  were  made  for  fair  prices,  and 
upon  such  terms  and  to  such  persons  composing  the 
various  purchasing  associations,  as  to  insure  tlie  pay- 
ment of  the  purchase  money,  they  were  severally  ap- 
proved. 

After  the  contract  for  the  sale  of  the  Delaware  di- 
vision had  been  entered  into,  and  my  consent  had  been 
verbally  given,  and  seventy-tive  thousand  dollars  of 
the  purchase  money  had  been  actually  paid  by  the  pur- 
chasers, upoD  the  faith  of  the  contract,  and  my  assent 
thereto,  I  was  informed  that  a  higher  price  had  been 
ofifered  by  responsible  persons,  for  the  canal.  But, 
under  the  circumstances,  my  opinion  was  that  the 
offer  came  too  late;  and  as  the  railroad  company  con- 
sidered itself  bound  to  consunmiate  the  agre<Miient  by 
a  delivery  of  the  deed  and  possession  of  #he  property 
to  the  first  purchasers,  1  could  not,  in  good  faith, 
withhold  my  assent.  The  North  Branch  <anal  com 
pany,  subsequent  to  the  purchase  of  that  division. 
sold  that  portion  of  the  canal  lying  between  VVilke- 
Barre  and  Northumberland,  (o  the  Wyoming  canal 
company,  for  the  sum  of  nine  hundred  and  i»ighty-five 
thousand  dollars. 

On  the  13th  of  September,  1858,  bonds  of  the  various 
companies  owning  the  ditTen^nt  canals,  secured  by 
mortgages,  were,  in  pursuance  of  the  act,  and  by  my 
approval,  deposited  with  the  State  Treasurer,  to  the 
amount  of  two  millions  of  dollars;  and  the  mort- 
gages on  the  canals  given  by  the  Sunbnry  and  Erie 
railroad  company,  were  cancelled  by  the  State  Treas- 
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uier,  and  suirendcrt-d  by  iiie  to  the  couipauy  in  accord- 
ance with  the  directions  of  the  law.  At  the  sani*  time 
a  «eUi(  ment  was  made  between  th(»  Commonwealth 
and  n\(»  laih'oad  c()nii)any,  by  wliich  the  hitter  paid  to 
the  State  seventy-tive  per  centum  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  re-sale  over  and  above  the  contract  price  of  three 
and  a  half  millions.  This  amounted  to  two  hundred 
and  ei":]ilv-oiie  thousand  two  iiundred  and  fiftv  dol- 
lars,  and  was  paid  in  the  following  manner,  vix: 

Honds  of  the  Wyoming  canal  company, 

secured    by   mortgage   on   the   canal 

from    Wilkes- Bar  re    to    Xorthumber- 

lan<l,  payable  in  twenty  years,  with 

interest    at    six    i>er    cent,    payable 

semi-annually f281,000  00 

Cash,   230  00 

Total f281,250  00 


Thesf  bonds  are  well  s<miii(m1,  and  th(»  accruing  in- 
ti^'est  and  iirimipal,  when  due,  will  doubtless  be 
promptly  met. 

From  inforniali<»n  <»f  a  reliable  charact4*r,  recently 
r(»nnnuni(ated  to  me  bv  the  president  of  the  Sunburv 
and  Vah'  railr()<\<l  ronipany,  it  appears  that  tl»e  pros- 
pert  s  of  iu\  early  <-<»nipleli(iii  of  that  gr<»at  iniblic  high- 
way are  veiy  <'nr(Miraging.  A  large  amount  of  work 
has  been  dn;M»  on  the  line  of  the  road  during  the  past 
s«*ason,  and  at  this  tinii\  V(My  ccmsiderable  |Kn-tionR 
of  the  road  an*  gijuhnl  and  lapidly  approaching  coni- 
pl(»tion.  It  is  the  opinion  of  th(»  pr(»sident  of  the  com- 
pany, thai,  widiin  two  years,  the  work  will  be  entirely 
tinished.  so  that  cars  will  be  running  directly  from  the 
<irv  of  IMiiladeliihia  to  the*  harbor  of  Erie. 

When  this  great  enteijjrise  shall  b(»  consummated, 
and  the  desire*  of  its  fri(»nds  finally  accomplished,  the 
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The  power  of  the  General  Assembly  to  pass  the 
act  of  the  21st  of  April,  1858,  relative  to  the  sale  of 
the  State  canals,  was  questioned  before  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  Slate,  since  the  transfer  of  the  canals; 
and,  after  full  argument,  the  constitutionality  of  the 
act  was  sustained  by  the  unanimous  judgment  of  the 
court. 

Since  the  sale  of  the  public  works,  and  the  settle- 
ment of  the  pnncipal  outstanding  claims  against  the 
State,  it  is  obvious  that  there  is  no  further  necessity 
for  a  Board  of  Oanal  Commissioners,  or  a  canal  depart- 
ment. I  therefore  r<Mommend  the  abolition  of  the 
Board,  and  thai  provision  be  made  for  the  transfer 
of  the  records  to  the  oflrtce  of  the  Auditor  General. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  exhibit  of  our  resources 
and  financial  condition,  it  is  apparent  that  a  most  in- 
teresting era  has  been  reached  in  the  history  of  the 
Commonwealth,  Relieved  from  the  entangling  em- 
barrassments of  an  extensive  svstem  of  internal  im- 
provements,  the  means  of  th(^  Statt*  are  now  ample 
for  all  legitimate  purposes,  and  her  public  debt  is 
gradually  but  certainly  disappearing.  From  these 
and  other  causes,  governmental  action  has  become 
greatly  simplified,  and  the  nature  of  its  subjects  of  its 
operation  has  changed  in  a  degree  no  less  remarkable. 

The  almost  (Mitir(*  disposal  of  the  lands  which  be- 
longed to  the  State,  has  aln^ady  dispensed  with  one  of 
the  departments  created  for  their  <are,  and  will,  ulti- 
mately, render  the  other  tinnecessary,  except  for  pre- 
serving the  evidences  of  their  transfer. 

The  sale  of  the  ])ublie  works  has  relieved  the  Ex- 
ecutive branch  of  the  government  of  many  of  its  most 
responsibh*  and  perpl(»xing  duties,  and  in  effect,  dis- 
pens(*d  witli  one*  of  its  most  formidable  and  difficult 
departuK^nts. 

In  rli(»  same  proportion,  iho  action  of  the  L<*gislature 
will,  if  the  repr(»sentativ(»s  of  the  jK^ople  be  h'ue  to  the 
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iutererits  reiuised,  and  sternly  refuse  t<*  entangle  the 
public  with  those  numerous  projects  and  enterprises 
which  are  continually  seeking  its  alliance,  be  simpli- 
fied, economized,  purified  and  strengthen<Mi. 

And  it  is  as  remarkable  as  it  is  propitious,  that  an 
era  which  has  thus  relieved  the  State  authorities  of 
burthens  that  consisted,  either  of  mere  nmterial  in- 
terests, or  the  care  of  local  administration,— committ- 
ing the  one  to  the  lo<'al  sovereignity  of  the  people,  and 
the  other  to  private  or  associated  enterprise,- -should 
also  pi'esent  for  consideration  and  promotion  intellect- 
ual and  moral  claims  of  peculiar  importance. 

It  is  at  this  period  in  our  history,  that  the  system 
of  public  education  challenges  the  att<mtion  of  the 
most  unobservant.  And  F  shall  be  much  mistaken  in 
the  cautious  but  steadfast  character  of  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania,  if  their  representatives  do  not  ms'ke  it 
the  firet  object  of  their  solicitude. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Common 
Schools,  will  lay  before  you  lh(»  present  condition  of 
the  common  school  system,  and  its  operations  during 
the  past  year.  Your  close  and  scrutinizing  attention 
is  invited  to  the  details  of  that  document. 

Including  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  it  will  be  ob- 
served, that  then*  wen*  in  the  jiublic  schools  of  the 
State,  dwing  the  year  whi<h  terminated  on  the  first 
Monday  of  last  June,  ()2<sj(H  pupils;  these  were  in- 
structed during  an  average  term  of  ji  little  over  five 
months,  in  11,281  schools,  by  18,><5t)  teachers  at  a 
total  cost  of  12,427,^)32.41. 

Here  is  a  public  interest,  which, — whether  we  re- 
gard its  ramifications  into  every  portion  of  our  social 
fabric,  its  large  cost,  the  important  powers  over  the 
present  which  it  wields,  or  its  incalculable  influence 
upon  the  future, — undoubtedly  transcends  all  others 
committed  to  the  care  of  the  secular  authorities.  This 
beiii^  the  case,  I  have*  no  hesitation  in  asserting  that 
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the  time  has  arrived  when  its  full  importance  should 
be  recogntzedy  and  that  its  due  administration  should 
be  made  the  duty  of  a  fully  organized  and  effective, 
as  well  as  a  separate  department  in  the  government. 

But  ihe  mere  care  and  promotion  of  our  system  of 
common  schools — important  and  extensive  as  it  ob- 
viously is — should  not  be  the  sole  object  of  such  a 
Department.  If  it  is  true  that  the  power  to  punish 
crime  includes  also  the  right  to  prevent  it,  b^  pro- 
viding for  the  proper  intellectual  and  moral  training 
of  the  people,  it  would  seem  to  follow  that  the  De- 
partment charged  with  the  latter  momentous  duty, 
should  also  be  in  possession  of  all  the  sources  and 
subjects  of  information,  calculated  to  shed  light  upon 
the  object  of  its  action.  Hence  the  collection,  arrange- 
ment and  practical  deductions  from  population  and  in- 
dustrial statistics;  from  natural  defects,  such  as  deaf- 
ness and  dumbness,  blindness  and  lunacy;  from  crime 
in  its  various  forms  and  developments;  together  with 
such  control  over  all  the  literary  and  scientific  insti- 
tutions in  the  State,  as  shall  bring  their  full  condition 
into  view — should  also  belong  to  the  same  depart- 
ment. 

Therefore,  I  most  resjKH't fully,  but  earners tly,  urge 
favorable  consideration,  at  the  present  propitious  mo- 
ment, the  organization  of  such  a  Department,  In  the 
room  of  those  for  the  care  of  nien^  matter  whost* 
agency  has  been  or  soon  will  be  discontinued  by  the 
onward  and  upward  progress  of  the  ('ommon wealth. 

A  suitable  Department  of  Public  Instruction  will 
not,  however,  of  itself,  effect  all  that  is  needed  in  this 
direction.  The  general  results  of  the  common  school 
system,  already  cited,  show  the  importance  of  its  na- 
ture, and  the  magnitude  of  its  opc^rations.  If  we  look, 
also,  into  its  special  statistics,  the  conclusion  will  be 
e(jually  clear  that  certain  impi-ovements  in  its  work- 
ing machinery,  are  indispensable. 
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It  is  needless  to  attempt  to  prove  the  truism  iba :  the 
properly  qualified  teacher  is  the  life  and  success*  of 
the  school.  But  the  facts  are  startling,  that  of  tfap6. 
12,828  teachers  of  our  public  schools,  exclusive  of 
those  in  Philadelphia,  only  5,087  are  reported  as  "quali- 
fied" for  their  important  trust;  while  5,387  are  returned 
as  ''medium,"  or  such  as  are  only  tolerated  till  better 
can  be  obtained;  and  that  2,313  are  stated  to  be  '*un- 
fit."  In  other  words:  of  the  569,880  children  attend- 
ing the  schools  out  of  Philadelphia,  only  about  230,000 
(less  than  one-half),  are  under  proper  instruction  and 
training;  while  about  204,000  are  receiving  insuffi- 
cient instruction  from  inferior  teachei's;  100,000  are 
actually  in  charge  of  persons  wholly  unfit  for  the  task. 

This  presents  the  subject  in  a  light  that  can  not 
be  shut  out,  and  though  the  great  and  commendable 
efforts  recently  made  by  the  teachers  of  Pennsylvania, 
for  their  own  improvement,  are  fully  recognized,  it 
can  not  be  concealed  that  there  is  a  work  yet  to  be 
done,  in  this  relation,  which  would  seem  to  be  be- 
yond their  unaided  power  to  accomplish. 

When,  however,  we  look  further  into  the  special  sta- 
tistics of  this  branch  of  the  system,  the  material  for 
improvement  is  found  to  be  of  the  most  promising 
kind.  Of  the  12,828  teachers  of  our  common  schools, 
10,889  are  under  thirty  years  of  age,  and  10,946  are 
natives  of  Pennsylvania;  and  a  larger  proportion  than 
in  most  of  the  other  States,  are  permanently  devoted 
to  the  profession  of  teaching.  To  render  these  fit 
for  the  position  to  which  they  aspire — undoubtedly  one 
of  the  most  useful  and  honorable  in  the  world — and 
to  raise  up  a  constant  supply  of  well  qualified  succes- 
sors, is  the  work  to  be  done. 

Various  modes  of  effecting  this  object  have  been 
suggested  or  tried;  but,  after  mature  reflection,  I  am 
led  to  prefer  that  devised  by  the  act  of  May  20,  1857, 
entitled  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the  due  training  of 
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t^acheifs'  for  the  coinmon  schools  of  the  State."  It 
places,  in  relation  to  the  State,  the  tea<her  on  the  same 
/iljoting  with  the  members  of  such  of  the  other  h»anied 
'.irrofessions  as  have  been  reeognizwl  bv  piiblie  author- 
ity; and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  prostration  of 
business  and  the  seareitv  of  monev,  that  so  soon  fol- 
lowed  the  passage  of  the  act,  had  the  efTect  of  check- 
ing many  laudable  efforts  to  put  its  provisions  into 
operation.  Under  these  circumstances,  do(*s  it  not 
bei*ome  the  duty  of  the  State  to  afford  such  aid,  or  at 
least  hold  out  such  inducements  as  shall  enable  this 
measure  to  be  fairly  tested? 

The  passage  of  a  law  guaranteeing  the  payments  of 
a  moderate  sum  to  the  one  teachers'  school  in  each  of 
the  districts  created  by  the  act  of  1857,  would  no 
doubt  cause  a  sufficient  number  to  establish  tlie  efti- 
ciency  and  practicability  of  the  plan,  to  be  complet<Hl 
in  a  few  yeai's;  the  money  not  to  be  paid  till  the 
schools  were  in  full  and  approved  operation.  It  is  not 
probable  that  this  grant  would  cause  any  considerable 
draft  on  the  Treasury;  but,  even  if  the  whole  twelve 
schools  should  ultimately  be  established,  the  boon 
would  neither  be  out  of  proportion  to  that  which  has 
been  conceded  to  other  literary  institutions,  nor  the 
number  of  graduates  beyond  the  wants  of  the  com- 
munity. Up  to  the  present  time,  Pennsylvania  has 
appropriated  about  f6()0,(M)0  in  aid  of  her  colleges  and 
academies,  and  this  mainly  in  the  hope  of  obtaining 
from  them  teachers  for  the  common  schools.  Though 
the  benefits  of  this  munificen<e  have  been,  in  other 
respects,  quite  tH]ual  to  the  amount  given,  it  will  be 
asserted  by  no  one  that  the  avowed  object  has  been 
to  anv  considerable  extent  effected.  It  would,  there- 
fore,  appc^ar  to  be  time  that  the  aid  of  the  State 
should  be  brought  directly  to  beiu*  in  favor  of  the  gi'eat 
object  so  long  contemplat<»d. 

I  have  thus  brieflv  laid  before  von  the  condition  of 
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our  noble  educational  system.     It  will  afford  nu   sin 
cere  pleasure  to  concur  in  the  adoption  of  ihcee,  01 
any  other  measures,  for  its  perfection,  that  the  wis- 
dom of  the  Legislature  may  devise. 

In  this  country,  the  want  of  a  school  which  shall 
combine  the  elements  of  learning  and  agricultural 
labor,  and  thus  adapt  itself  to  the  education  of  the 
farmer,  has  been  most  seriously  felt;  for,  whilst  our 
many  colleges  well  till  the  measures  of  usefulness  in 
their  appropriate  spheres  of  intluence,  it  must  be  con- 
ceded that  the  training  they  impart  is  badly  adapted 
to  the  art  of  practical  agi-iculture.  In  Pennsylvania 
tbat  interest  is  so  important  as  to  demand  at  all  times 
our  anxious  attention  and  active  support.  "The  Fann- 
ers' High  School  of  Pennsylvania,"  lately  projected 
and  planned  by  a  few  public  spirited  individuals,  and 
which  has  received,  to  some  extent,  the  patronage  of 
the  State,  and  the  contributions  of  a  number  of  our 
patriotic  citizens,  is  destined  to  afford  a  place  where 
young  men  may  be  educated  at  an  expense  commen- 
surate with  their  means,  and  to  a  (condition  <iuaMfying 
them  for  the  pursuit  of  the  business  of  the  farm. 
Here,  whilst  daily  occupation  will  train  the  body  to 
the  ability  to  labor,  and  give  to  the  student  the  en- 
viable feeling  that  he  contributes  to  his  own  support 
and  education,  it  will  instruct  and  enlarge  his  mind, 
that  it  may  give  force  and  effect  to  all  his  futuie  ef- 
forts. The  design  of  the  institution  is  to  afford  a 
school  where  boys  may  be  thoroughly  educated  in  all 
the  branches  of  natural  science,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
be  Inured  to  the  performance  of  labor;  so  that  at  their 
graduation  they  may  return  to  their  parents  abun- 
dantly prepared  to  join  the  domestic  circle,  to  give 
a  right  direction  to  the  business  of  agricultun^,  and 
act  well  their  part  in  every  department  of  lif(^  An 
object  so  fraught  with  usefulness  is  entitled  to  (he 
highest  commendation. 
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The  application  of  scientilic  principles  to  the  prac- 
tical purposes  of  life,  is  but  realizing  the  full  benefit 
of  those  laws  of  nature,  to  discover  and  to  profit  by 
which,  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  great  ends  of  human 
reason.  The  more  this  important  object  is  held  in 
view  and  effected  by  our  higher  institutions  of  learn- 
ing, the  more  valuable  and  useful  will  tliey  become. 
The  polytechnic  college  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadel- 
phia, is  founded  on  this  basis;  and  its  attempt  to 
popularize  science,  and  connect  high  acquirement  with 
practical  ability,  is  presented  to  your  favorable  con- 
sideration. 

Under  a  resolution  of  the  last  House  of  Representa- 
tives a  committee  was  appointed  by  the  Speaker  of 
the  House,  to  examine  the  state  and  condition  of  sev- 
eral banks  chartered  at  the  session  of  1857.  The  res- 
olution directed  the  committee  to  report  to  the  Gov- 
ernor the  result  of  its  examination  within  ninety  days 
after  the  adjourament  of  the  legislature.  On  the 
20th  day  of  July  last,  the  report  of  the  committee,  to- 
gether with  the  accompanying  (evidence,  was  tiled  in 
the  ottice  of  the  Secretarv  of  the  (^Commonwealth,  a 
copy  of  which  will  be  laid  before  th(»  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. 

In  view  of  the  facts  reported  by  X\w  <!ommittee,  in 
I'eference  to  the  organization  and  subsecfuent  man- 
agement of  the  Tioga  County  Bank,  the  (^rawford 
County  Bank,  and  the  Bank  of  Shaniokin,  1  would 
re(!omnieiid  a  careful  inquiry  into  tlie  present  con- 
dition of  these  institutions,  and  if  it  shall  be  ascer- 
tained that  the  publi<*  is  lik(»ly  to  suffer  injury  from 
th(^  further  existence  of  (^ithiM*,  a  speedy  and  certain 
remedy  may  l).»  found  in  a  legislative  repeal  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  granted  by  the  a<ts  of  incor- 
poration. The  power  to  alter,  revoke  or  annul  the 
(hart(»r  of  a  bank  whiMiever  its  continuance  may,  in 
the  opinion  of  (he  Legislature,  be  injurious  to  the  cit 
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ixeus  of  the  Commonwealth,  is  expressly  given  by  the 
Constitution  to  the  General  Assembly, — to  be  exer- 
cised, however,  in  such  manner  as  that  no  injustice 
shall  be  done  to  the  corporators. 

Obedience  to  this  constitutional  injunction  would 
require  that  in  the  event  of  a  repeal  of  the  charter 
of  a  bank,  care  should  be  taken  that  the  rights  of 
the  stockholders  to  the  surplus  assets  of  the  bank, 
after  payment  of  its  debts,  were  protected;  and  that 
suitable  provision  should  be  made  for  settling  its  af- 
fairs. 

The  injunction  contained  in  the  Constitution,  that 
the  repeal  or  revocation  of  a  bank  charter  shall  be 
in  such  manner  as  to  work  no  injustice  to  the  cor- 
porators, is  not  a  qualification  of  the  power  to  revoke, 
or  annul  the  charter;  but  it  is  simply  a  requirement 
that,  in  taking  away  the  charter,  the  rights  of  the 
stockholders  shall  be  protected,  so  far  as  is  consistent 
with  the  act  of  repeal  itself.  I  do  not  doubt  that  the 
Legislature  may  alter,  revoke,  or  annul,  any  existing 
bank  charter,  whenever  in  its  opinion  the  continuance 
of  the  charter  may  be  injurious  to  the  citizens  of  the 
Commonwealth.  Anv  other  constru<tion  of  the  con- 
stitutional  reservation,  would  make  the  interests  and 
safety  of  the  public  subservient  to  the  gain  of  the  pri- 
vate stockholder.  Believing,  therefore,  that  there  is 
no  want  of  power,  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing 
my  decided  opinion  that  whenever  it  is  clear  that  a 
bank  is  insolvent,  or  in  great  danger  of  becoming  so, 
or  whenever  its  privileges  are  so  used  or  abused  as  to 
seriously  prejudice  the  interests  of  the  public,  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  law-making  power  to  protect  the 
people,  by  destroying  its  corporate  existence. 

In  this  connection  I  deem  it  my  dutv  to  reiterate 
the  views  expressed  in  my  inaugural  address.  I  then 
stated,  as  my  decided  opinion,  that  there  should  be  no 
further  increase  of  banks  or  banking  capital  under  the 
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present  system — expiessed  a  decided  hostility  to  the 
issue  of  notes  of  a  small  denomination — and  recom- 
mended such  a  change  in  our  laws  to  hanks,  their  or- 
ganization and  management,  as  would  at  least  secure, 
beyond  all  question,  the  prompt  redemption  of  all 
bills  or  notes  put  in  circulation  by  the  several  bank- 
ing institutions  of  the  Commonwealth. 

VVell  satisfied  of  the  imperfection  of  existing  laws 
relative  to  banks  and  banking,  I  deem  it  a  duty  to  in- 
form tbe  General  Assembly  that  I  cannot  give  the 
Executive  approval  to  any  bills  chartering  additional 
Imnks  without  a  radical  change  in  the  entire  system. 
It  is  but  just  to  state  that  in  my  opinion  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  banks  of  the  Commonwealth  are  well 
and  safely  managed,  and  in  a  perfectly  sound  condi- 
tion; but  this  is  due  to  the  honesty  and  intelligence 
of  those  having  charge  of  them,  rather  than  to  the  ef- 
ficiency of  the  laws.  Under  the  management  of  in- 
capable or  dishonest  men,  exiK'rience  has  shown  that 
thei*e  is  really  but  little,  if  any,  security  to  (he  public 
in  the  regulations  and  restrictions  now  to  be  found 
in  our  banking  'odi*.  True  wisdom  dictates  a  reform- 
ation. 

The  ruinous  losst»s  which  liave  fallen  upon  the  people 
during  tlu*  tinau<ial  pressurt*  of  the  past  eighteen 
months,  suggest  the  necessity  of  preventing  their  re- 
currence. Although  nianv  causes  mav  have  combined 
to  produce  these  disasters,  it  is  too  plain  to  admit  of 
doubt,  tiiat  our  banking  system  has  been  one  of  the 
most  i)romin(»nt.  The  valu(»  of  the  precious  metals — 
the  pri(M*8  of  property — and  the  wages  of  labor — are 
alwavs  alTected  bv  the  abundance  or  scarcitv  of  the 
I>ap(»r  medium  received  as  a  substitute  for  gold  and 
silv<»r  coin.  The  power  of  the  States  to  authorize  a 
paper  <*urrency.  through  tht»  agency  of  banks,  has  been 
so  long  ex(»rcised,  and  acknowledged  throughout  the 
Tnion,  that  it  is  no  longer  an  open  question.     But  it 
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must  be  acknowledged  that  the  power  has  been  greall^v 
abused.  The  delegation  of  this  attribute  of  sover 
eignty  to  a  number  of  irresponsible  corporations,  with- 
out proper  checks  to  limit  its  exercise,  and  without 
providing  any  security  whatever  for  the  redemption 
of  the  issues  thus  authorized,  has  been  attended  with 
evils  of  the  most  alarming  character.  These  corpora- 
tions are  practically  made  the  exclusive  judges  of  the 
amount  of  paper  curi^ency  to  be  furnished  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  have  the  exclusive  power  to  contract  or  ex- 
pand their  circulation  at  pleasure.  Depositors  and 
other  ordinary  creditors  of  banks,  need  no  legislation 
for  their  protection.  Every  one  who  has  direct  deal- 
ings with  these  institutions,  either  as  depositor  or 
otherwise,  entera  into  such  engagements  voluntarily, 
for  his  own  advantage,  and  may  be  safely  left  to  his 
own  vigilance,  and  the  ordinary  remedies  of  the  law, 
for  his  protection.  But  the  millions  of  people  en- 
gaged in  industrious  pursuits,  the  farmer — the  me- 
chanic— ^the  merchant — and  the  laboring  man — are 
under  an  imperious  necessity  to  receive  for  their  mer- 
chandize and  th(*ir  labor,  the  ordinary  pai>er  currency 
of  the  country.  It  is  impossible  for  persons  of  this 
description  lo  investigate  the  concerns  of  every  insti- 
tution whose  notes  are  in  circulation.  But  no  inves- 
tigation could  sa%e  them  from  the  losses  arising  from 
the  defaults  and  frauds  of  bank  officers  and  the  in 
solvency  of  bank  borrowers. 

The  note  holders  of  banks  have  peculiar  claims  to 
the  protection  of  the  government.  They  are  involun- 
tary crtnlitors,  who  are  forc(>d  lo  receive  the  notes  au- 
thorized by  the  government.  They  liave  no  direct 
dealings  with  the  banks.  They  do  not  trust  the  banks 
from  any  hope  of  gain.  They  have  no  profit  in  passing 
the  notes  which  they  would  not  have  had  in  passing 
gold  and  silver  coin.  They  constitute  almost  the  en- 
tire  (!onununity,   and   the   humble  and   ignorant   are 
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always  the  greatest  sufferers  when  a  bank  fails  to  re- 
deem its  notes.  The  whole  people  are,  therefore, 
deeply  intei^sted  in  the  security  of  the  circulation  al- 
lowed by  law,  although  many  of  them  may  never  have 
had  a  share  of  bank  stock,  or  been  within  a  hundred 
miles  of  its  place  of  business.  The  government  that 
authorizes  the  issue  of  a  paper  currency  is  under  a 
high  moral  obligation  to  i*equire  ample  and  available 
security  for  its  redemption. 

The  certificates  of  loan  issued  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, or  by  this  Commonwealth,  at  a  value  to  be 
fixed  upon,  with  the  power  to  require  additional  de- 
posits of  security,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  loans  de- 
preciate in  the  market,  would  be  as  safe  and  available 
as  any  guaranty  which  could  be  provided. 

A  law  requiring  all  issues  of  banks  hereafter  or- 
ganized, to  be  secured  by  the  pledge  of  these  loans, 
would  enhance  the  value  of  the  present  loans,  and 
thus  give  the  holders  a  premium  not  contemplated 
when  thfv  became  purchasers,  and  for  which  they 
never  gave  any  valuable  <onsideration.  This  en- 
hanced value  would  be  deprived  from  a  privilege  grant- 
ed by  tilt'  State,  and  the  State  ought,  therefore,  to  have 
the  benefit  of  it,  as  far  as  this  may  be  8(M!ured  by  leg- 
islation. The  recent  amendiiient  to  the  Constitution 
circumscribes  the  power  of  the  Legislature  in  creating 
State  d«*bts,  with  an  exception  in  favor  of  debts  con- 
tracted *'to  rede(»m  the  i)resent  outstanding  indebted- 
n(»s8  of  the  State"  A  law  authorizing  new  State  loans 
for  the  purpose  of  i*(*deeming  the  present  over-due 
debt,  would  be  within  the  constitutional  exception,  and 
would  be  free  from  ohji'ciion  on  constitutional  grounds. 

The  new  loans,  thus  authorized,  redeemable  at  the 
expiration  of  twenty  y(»ars,  with  the  banking  privilege 
attached  to  them,  would  undoubtedly  sell  at  a  high 
prcMnium.  The  [)roceeds  of  their  sale  should  be  ap- 
j.lied  to  tlu^  payment  of  the  present  State  debt,  now 
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overdue,  amounting  to  more  than  seventeen  millions 
of  dollars.  Under  this  system  the  State  loans  would 
no  longer  be  held  by  foreigners,  and  the  semiannual 
shipments  of  specie,  to  pay  interest,  would  therefore 
cease. 

As  the  currency  would  be  limited  to  the  amount  ac- 
tually secured,  the  danger  from  expansions,  which 
have  heretofore  stimulated  the  incautious  to  embark 
in  ruinous  enterprises,  in  overtrading,  and  in  extrava- 
gance in  their  expenditures,  would  be  greatly  lessened, 
if  not  entirely  overcome.  As  the  securities  would  be 
in  the  hands  of  a  high  and  responsible  officer  of  the 
State,  with  authority  to  sell  them  for  the  purpose  of 
redeeming  the  circulation,  the  power  of  the  banks  to 
arrest  specie  payments,  at  their  own  pleasure,  would 
be  at  an  end.  The  system  proposed  is  as  near  an  ap- 
proach to  a  specie  basis  as  the  condition  and  habits 
of  the  people  are  at  present  prepared  for.  The  duty 
of  securing  the  community  from  losses  continually 
arising  from  an  unsafe  currency,  cannot  be  longer  de- 
layed, without  a  manifest  disregard  of  the  public  in- 
terests. The  subject  is  therefore  commended  ti  your 
early  attention. 

The  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  con- 
tract for  and  superintend  the  erection  of  a  monument 
to  the  memory  of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  who  were 
slain  or  lost  their  lives  in  the  late  war  with  Mexico, 
will  inform  the  Legislature  of  the  proceedings  had  on 
that  subject.  After  receiving  proposals  for  the  erec- 
tion of  the  monument,  and  the  adoption  of  a  plan,  it 
was  determined,  in  view  of  the  limited  and  inadequate 
appropriation  made  for  the  accomplishment  of  the 
purpose,  by  the  last  Legislature,  to  postpone  the  com- 
mencement of  the  work  until  further  legislation  could 
be  had.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners  that 
such  a  monument  as  would  do  credit  to  the  Slate,  and 
honor  to  the  living  and  the  dead,  cannot  be  bn'lt  for 
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n  less  sum  thau  thirty  tliousaDd  dollars.  If  the  Legis- 
lature should  eoueur  in  that  opinion,  the  appropria- 
lion  should  be  inci'eased  accordingly. 

The  report  of  the  State  Librarian  will  inform  you 
oC  tlie  progress  made  in  the  catalogue  authorized  by 
the  last  legislature,  and  the  general  condition  of  the 
Library,  which  has  grown  to  be  an  institution  that  de- 
serves your  fostering  care.  1  would  commend  to  your 
attention  the  suggestions  of  the  Librarian. 

The  iH^port  of  the  Attorney  (Jeneral,  which  will  be 
laid  before  you,  will  exhibit  the  operations  of  the 
Law  Department  of  the  government,  for  the  past  year. 
The  act  of  tlie  2l8t  of  April,  1857,  which  requires  the 
Attorn<?y  General  to  keep  an  office  at  Harrisburg,  and 
which  provides  that  all  debts  due  to  the  Common- 
wealth shall  be  collected  by  that  officer,  has  proved  to 
be  a  highly  benelicial  enactment.  Under  its  provi- 
sions large  sums  are  saved,  which  w(»re  formerly  paid 
for  commissions  and  counsel  fees.  And  the  improved 
state  of  our  finances  is  in  no  inconsiderable  degree 
owing  to  the  pi'onipt  manner  in  which  outstanding 
claims  are  coUectcMl  and  paid  into  the*  Stat<»  Ttcasury. 

The  Adjutant  (icneraTs  report,  which  will  Ik*  laid 
bcfoi<»  yo^i,  will  show  in  detail  tin*  pn^sciit  condition 
of  the  Military  Deiiartment.  I  would  iespe<-t fully  call 
th(*  atlention  of  th(^  Lt»gislatui(»  to  thr  recommenda- 
tions of  that  officer. 

The  militia  law  of  1S.')S,  has  not  been  fully  tested; 
but  it  is  believed  to  Ix*.  in  the  main,  an  improvement 
on  the  laws  in  force  at  tlu*  time  of  its  passage.  One 
of  its  besl  features,  and  oni*  that  should  be  strictlv  en- 
forc(Ml,  is  that  the  system  is  self-supporting.  In  no 
contingency  should  that  depart nient  be  a  charge  upon 
the  [)ubli<-  treasury,  in  time  of  peace*. 

In  referring  the  attention  of  the  L(*gislature  to  the 
elaborate  reports  of  the  Auditor  (ieneral  and  State 
Treasurer,  relating  to  the  finances  of  the  State,  which 
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will  be  laid  before  you,  I  caanot  refruiu  from  giving 
expressioD  to  m.v  viewB  ou  tbe  importance  of  a  cliatigo 
ia  the  mode  of  keepiug  aud  disbureiDg  tbe  public 
moneys. 

The  State  Treasurer  receivee  aud  disburses  betweeo 
four  and  five  milliouB  of  doUacK  aiiDually;  aud  it  not 
unfrequently  happens  that  there  is  a  bahiuce  iu  the 
Treasury  exceeding  one  million  of  dollars.  The  bond 
of  the  Treasurer  is  but  for  eighty  thousand  dollars. 
He  deposits  the  money  of  Ihe  Miate  wherever  he 
pleases,  and  is  paid  exelusively  iu  his  own  ebeek.  The 
monthly  settlements  with  the  Auditor  General  afford 
some  seeurity  that  the  funds  of  the  Commonwealth 
will  not  be  misapplied;  but  it  is  entirely  inadequate 
to  the  complete  proteetion  of  the  public  interests. 

Until  the  8tate  shall  adopt  a  different  system  for  the 
collection,  safe  keeping  and  disbursement  of  her  rev- 
enues, the  money  on  hand  must  be  kept  either  in  the 
Treasury  vault  or  deposited  with  the  banking  institu- 
tions in  the  State.  For  many  years  the  latter  mode 
has  been  adopted.  I  respectfully  recommend  that  pro- 
vision be  made  by  law  that  no  money  shall  be  de- 
posited in  any  bank  by  the  State  Treasurer  without  re- 
quiring security  to  be  ttrst  given  to  the  Common- 
wealth, for  the  repayment  of  the  sums  deposited— 
that  all  chocks  issued  by  the  Slate  Treasurer  shall  be 
countersigned  by  the  Auditor  (leneral,  before  they  are 
used — and  that  daily  accounts  of  the  moneys  received 
and  paid  shall  be  kept  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  (ren- 
eral,  as  well  as  in  the  Treasury  Department. 

The  commissioners  appointed  to  revise  the  criminal 
code  of  this  Commonwealth  are  progressing  with  the 
duties  of  their  appointment  and  will  report  the  re- 
vised pode  before  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature. 

The  various  charitable  and  reformatory  institutions, 
which  have  heretofore  received  pecuniary  assistance 
from  the  State,  such  as  the  State  Lunatic  hospital. 
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at  Harrisburg — the  Western  Pennsylvania  hospital, 
at  Pittsburg — the  Houses  of  Refuge,  at  Philadelphia 
and  Pittsburg — the  Pennsylvania  Training  School  for 
idiotic  and  feeble-minded  children — the  asylums  for 
the  blind  and  deaf  and  dumb,  at  Philadelphia — the 
Northern.  Home  for  friendless  children,  at  Philadel- 
phia— I  recommend  to  your  fostering  aid  and  care. 
The  annual  reports  exhibiting  a  detail  of  the 
operations  of  these  noble  and  excellent  chari- 
ties, during  the  past  year,  will  be  laid  bofore  you.  I 
cannot  recommend  appropriations  to  charitable  asso- 
ciations of  a  purely  local  characrter,  however  praise- 
worthy the  objects  and  motives  of  their  founders  and 
supporters,  or  however  useful  they  may  be  to  their 
particular  localities. 

The  present  condition  of  the  revenues  of  the  General 
Government,  demonstrates  the  urgent  necessity  of  in- 
creased duties  upon  foreign  importations.  The  people 
of  Pennsylvania  have  ever  taken  a  lively  interest  in 
the  proper  adjustment  of  a  tariff:  and  they  have,  with 
singular  unanimity,  at  all  times,  favored  such  an  as- 
sessment of  duties,  as  would  not  only  produce  revenue, 
but  furnish  the  largest  incidental  protection  to  the 
great  mineral,  manufacturing,  and  industrial  interests 
of  the  countrv.  Had  their  voice  hitherto  been  more 
potential  in  the  councils  of  th(»  nation,  it  is  no  longer 
problematical  thai  much  of  the  pecuniary  distress, 
lat(»ly  experienced  by  all  chiss(*s,  and  conditions  of 
business  men,  might  have  been  to  a  great  extent  avert- 
(»d.  The  necessities  of  the  government  and  the  people, 
now,  alike,  demand  a  change — an  incn»ase  of  duties — 
and  I  take. great  pleasure  in  endorsing  the  views  ofthe 
President  of  (h(»  T'nit(Ml  Stat<*s  as  expresstul  in  his  last 
annual  message,  relative  io  the  <*hange  proposed.  His 
advocacy  of  specific  duties  on  all  **<"ommodities  which 
are  usually  sold  by  weight,  or  by  measure,  and  which 
from  their  nature  are  of  equal  or  of  nearly  <*(}ual  value. 
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— Buch  as  iron,  of  different  classes,  raw  sugar,  and 
foreign  wines  and  spirits,"  has  met  with  a  hearty  re- 
sponse from  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  this  State. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  his  views  on  this  question  will 
be  favorably  regarded  by  Congress,  and  that  the  action 
of  the  Federal  Government  may  correspond  with  the 
suggestions  of  the  President. 

When  1  was  called  upon  to  assume  the  gubernatorial 
chair,  nearly  one  year  ago,  in  deference  to  public 
opinion,  and  my  own  feelings,  after  a  rapid  review 
of  events  in  Kansas,  1  stated,  that  *Ho  the  people  of 
l*ennsylvania  the  admission  of  a  new  State  into  the 
Union — into  that  Confederacy  of  which  she  is  a  mem- 
ber — must  be  at  all  times  a  subject  of  high  interest. 
And  I  believe  I  express  their  sentiments,  as  well  as 
my  own,  in  declaring  that  all  the  qualified  electors 
of  a  Territory  should  have  a  full  and  fair  opportunity 
to  participate  in  selecting  delegates  to  form  a  Consti- 
tution preparatory  to  admission  as  a  State,  and,  if 
desired  by  them,  they  should  also  be  allowed  an  un- 
qualified right  to  vote  upon  such  Constitution  after  it 
is  framed." 

Subsequent  events  have  confirmed  me  in  these  sen 
timents.  The  deplorable  disputes  in  the  first  session 
of  the  present  Congress, — the  popular  excitement  re- 
sulting from  those  disputes,  together  with  other  pro- 
ceedings in  their  nature  novel  and  alarming,  would 
all  have  been  averted,  had  the  peoph*  bec^n  secured 
in  "the  unqualified  right'*  to  voi(^  upon  their  domestic 
institutions.  T  regret  to  be  compelled  to  say,  that 
under  various  pretences,  this  fta<rcd  franchise  has 
been  virtually  withh(»ld  from  <hem.  When  thev  re- 
fused  to  accept  the  Lecompton  Constitution,  made  for 
them  by  delegates  representing  the  minority,  they  wc^f^ 
explicitly  denied  the  privilege  of  making  their  own 
Constitution,  unless  upon  a  condition  not  previously 
exacted.     If  they  accepted  the   Lecompton   Constihi 
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tioii,  tliej  entered  the  sisterhood  of  States  at  once, 
with  a  population  less  than  one  half  of  the  existing 
ratio  of  Congressional  representation;  but,  if  they  re- 
fused that  Constitution,  they  could  not  be  admitted 
into  the  Union,  with  a  Constitution  of  their  choice, 
until  they  w-ere  ready  to  show,  by  a  formal  census, 
that  they  had  attained  a  population  equal  to  that  ratio. 
The  results  have  become  historical. 

The  last  <*xpr(»ssive  vote  of  the  people  of  Kansas 
agaiust  the  act  of  Congress,  commonly  known  as  the 
lOnglish  bill,  has  for  a  time  arrested  Congressional 
intervention.  Peace  has  resulted  alone  from  the  votes 
of  the  people,  not  from  the  suggestions  of  outside  in- 
fluences. But,  during  the  angry  feelings  which  this 
controversy  has  aroused,  the  theory  has  been  started, 
and  insisted  upon,  that  it  will  henceforward  be  the 
duty  of  ( 'Ongress  to  protect  slavery  in  the  territories, 
if  i\w  people  of  the  territories  shall  fail  to  do  so. 
The  warrant  for  this  extraordinary  assumption  is  al- 
lejjfCMl  to  (»xi8t  in  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  \]\v  I'nited  Stat<-s,  in  the  case  of  Dred  Scott.  En- 
tertaining, as  1  do,  profound  reverence  for  the  deci- 
sions of  thai  august  tribunal,  and  standing  read>  to 
obev  them,  wln^never  thev  are  enunciated,  I  have  vet 
to  be  convinced  that  anv  such  construction  can  be 
fairly  giv(*n  to  their  action  in  the  case  referi'ed  to. 
Such  a  doctrine,  no  matter  how  sanctioned,  or  sup- 
ported, will  shalv(*  the  very  f)illar8  of  our  constitu- 
tional fabric.  11  would  compel  every  territory  to  ele- 
vate* ] property  in  slaves  above  evcM-y  other  description 
of  property — and  to  establish  a  slave  code  in  its  early 
municipal  regulations:  or  else  it  would  convert  the 
Congress  into  a  theatre  of  crimination  and  confusion, 
and  till  the  whole  country  with  strife.  And  all  this, 
witJHHit  securing  a  single  advantage  to  the  north,  or 
jirotert ing  a  single  right  of  the  south. 

Ke«';n<l:i;!r  nnsi'lfas  fullv  committed  to  the*  doctrine 
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of  popular  sovereignty  in  its  broadest  sense,  I  can 
never  subscribe  to  the  theory  of  Congressional  inter- 
vention, as  understood  and  supported  by  the  opponents 
of  this  doctrine.  By  popular  sovereignty,  I  mean  no 
violation  of  the  rights  of  the  States — no  assault  upon 
the  institutions  of  the  south — no  appeal  to  sectional 
prejudices.  On  the  contrary,  I  regard  the  doctrine 
as  the  embodiment  of  the  popular  will  in  States  and 
Territories,  as  the  conservator  of  the  rights  and  the 
equality  of  States  and  people — and  as  the  only  means 
by  which  a  vexed  and  dangerous  agitation  will  be  sat- 
isfactorily and  perpetually  "settled." 

A  theory  equally  heretical  has  been  advanced  in 
another  portion  of  the  ITnion.  It  has  been  held  that 
this  government,  divided  into  free  and  slave  States, 
as  it  was  framed  by  our  Revolutionary  Fathers,  cannot 
endure — that  all  must  become  free,  or  all  become 
slave.  When  such  a  doctrine  sliall  be  enforced,  the 
Constitution  will  have  been  subverted — State  sover- 
eignty prostrated — State  rights  disregarded,  and  the 
liberty  of  the  people  destroyed.  It  should  meet  an 
indignant  rebuke  from  every  lover  of  his  country,  and 
the  blood-bought  right  of  the  people  and  the  States 
to  self-government. 

Under  the  various  amendinerits  to  tlie  Tonstitution 
of  Pennsylvania,  the  influence  of  th(^  Executive  has 
been  greatly  reduc(»d  by  the  transfer  of  patronage  from 
the  Governor  to  the  people.  This  is  in  accordance 
with  the  principles  of  self-government,  but  it  must  be 
acknowledged  that  in  relieving  the  Executive  from 
many  serious  responsibilities,  it  has  diminished  his 
ability  to  maintain  the  rights  of  the  State  against 
Federal  and  other  encroachments,  and  has  thrown  a 
greater  share  of  responsibility  upon  the  |K»ople.  The 
extensive  patronage  of  the  Federal  Oo^^rnment,  and 
tlie  large  salaries  paid  to  its  officers,  in  comparison 
with  those  of  the  State,  present  constant  inducements 
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to  our  citizens  to  overlook  the  State  in  the  pursuit  of 
more  lucrative  employments  under  the  United  States. 
It  is,  therefore,  the  more  necessary  that  the  people 
should  guard  the  sovereignty  of  the  State  with  increas- 
ing watchfulness.  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  contains  the  great  fundamental  principle  which 
should  govern  its  construction  on  every  question  re- 
specting the  extent  of  the  federal  power.  **The  powers 
not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved 
to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people.''  It  is  on 
this  broad  platform  that  every  claim  of  federal  power 
not  granted  by  the  Constitution,  should  be  sternly 
resisted.  The  tendency  to  centralization  is  so  great, 
and  the  overshadowing  influences  of  power  and  patron- 
age so  seductive,  that  liberty  cannot  long  be  preserved 
without  the  exercise  of  sleepless  vigilance  in  enforc- 
ing a  strict  construction  of  the  federal  compact.  The 
doctrine  of  State  rights  is  the  doctrine  of  true  liberty. 
Popular  sovereignty  is  the  life-blood  of  our  free  insti- 
tutions, and  the  palladium  of  our  safety.  Every  pa- 
triotic indu<ement  to  sustain  those  great  principles 
should  be  fearlessly  held  out  to  our  citizens,  and  every 
unauthorized  assumption  of  power  should  be  resisted 
Willi  unceasing  (»nergy,  and  by  all  constitutional 
means. 

Having  now  discharged  the  duty  imposed  on  the 
Executive  by  the  Constitution,  I  cannot  conclude  with- 
out congratulating  you  upon  the  peculiarly  favorable 
auspices  und(M*  whi<*h  you  enter  upcm  the  duties  of  the 
session  of  IS.")!).  Few  important  subje<*ts  of  legisla- 
tion press  upon  your  attention.  Prudence,  firmness, 
fidelity — a  watchful  r(»gard  for  the  interests  of  the 
C'onunonwealih — a  j(*alous  guardianship  of  her  finan- 
<(*s — on  Ihe  part  of  th<»  government — are  all  that  are 
re(|uired,  undei*  Providence,  to  ensure  the  continuance 
a?id  irn-reasf  of  ow  onward  prosperity.     Pennsylvania 
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may  then,  at  no  remote  period,  rejoice  in  the  extin- 
guishment of  her  public  debt — the  repeal  of  her  oner- 
ous and  burdensome  taxes — a  fame  and  a  credit  un- 
tarnished— a  free  and  popular  educational  system — 
and  an  industrious  and  loyal  people,  prosperous  and 
happy. 

WILLIAM  F.  PACKER. 
Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  5,  1859. 


To  the  Assiembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Establish  a 
Normal  Department  in  Greene  Academy,  and  to 
Unite  the  Public  Schools  of  the  Borough  of  Car- 
michaels  with  Said  Institution." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Januarv  6,  1859. 
Gentlemen : — 

WITHIN  TEN  DAYS  OF  THE  ADJOURNMENT 
of  the  last  Legislature,  a  bill  was  presented 
for  my  approval,  entitled  "An  Act  to  estab- 
lish a  Normal  department  in  Greene  academy,  and  to 
unite  the  public  school  of  the  borough  of  Carmichaels 
with  said  institution." 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  authorizes  the  teai^hers 
of  Greene  academy  to  establish  a  Normal  school,  for 
the  education  of  teachers  in  said  academy,  and  gives 
to  the  teachers  and  faculty  of  the  academy  the  power 
to  grant  diplomas  to  students  graduating  in  the  Nor- 
mal department. 

The  second  section  provides,  "that  the  common 
schools  of  the  borough  of  Carmichaels  shall  be  con- 
nected with  said  Normal  department,  and  the  school 
directors  of  said  borough  shall  pay  into  the  treasury 
of  said  academy  the  school  tax  of  said  borough,  as 
also  the  annual  State  appropriation  by  them  received 
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for  the  support  of  romiiioD  schools;  for  which  the  said 
trustees  shall  keep  open  a  school  or  schools  sufficient 
to  meet  the  wants  of  said  district,  and  in  conformity 
to  the  requirements  of  the  school  directors  of  said  bor- 
ough/' 

The  third  section  makes  the  school  directors  mem- 
bers of  the  executive  board  of  trustees  of  the  academy, 
with  power  to  vote  on  all  questions  relating  to  the 
public  schools  of  the  borough;  and  the  fourth  and  fifth 
sections  require  the  school  directors,  upon  the  appli- 
cation of  twenty  or  more  tax  payers  of  the  borough, 
to  submit  the  question  of  amalgation  to  the  voters  of 
the  borough,  and  if  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  are 
against  the  proposed  union,  the  provisions  of  the  act, 
so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  common  schools,  are  to  be 
inoperative  and  void. 

The  bill  under  consideration  is  objectionable,  inas- 
much as  it  provides  for  a  total  transfer  of  the  common 
schools,  with  the  revenues  of  the  district,  to  the  trus- 
tees of  the  a<a(l(*iny;  for,  in  case  the  union  be  consum- 
mated by  a  vote  of  the  i>e()ple  of  the  district,  and  the 
trush»es  should  refuse  to  conform  to  the  requirements 
of  the  school  din'ctors.  as  enjoined  by  the  second  sec- 
tion of  th(»  act,  the  directors,  under  the  terms  of  the 
a<-t,  would  l)e  without  remedv. 

Again,  by  the  third  section,  the  directors  and  execu- 
liv(»  board  of  tlu*  trustees  of  th(»  academv  are  clothed 
with  con<urrent  jurisdiction  with  regard  to  "all  ques- 
tions relating  to  the  public  schools  of  the  borough." 
The  number  of  persons  composing  the  executive  board 
of  trustees  of  the  academy,  other  (ban  th(*  school  di- 
HM-tors,  is  not  suited;  but  if  it  should  be  ecpial  to  the 
numb(»r  of  school  direrlors,  a  contlict  of  jurisdiction 
would  be  possible,  if  not  iiK^vi table;  and  if  the  number 
be  greater,  the  voK^s  of  the  directors  could  be  nullified 
at  pl(»asu(e.  Th(»  board  of  truste(»s,  it  is  evident,  could 
also  control  the  action  of  the  executive  board.     The 
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provisioDs  of  the  third  section  conflict  with,  if  they 
do  not  virtually  overrule,  the  latter  clause  of  the 
second  section  already  quoted,  which  furnishes  the 
only  semblance  of  protection  to  the  interests  of  the 
common  schools. 

The  connection  of  the  public  schools  with  the  aca- 
demy is  manifestly  intended  for  two  purposes:  First, 
to  secure  the  revenues  of  the*  common  schools  for  the 
support  of  the  academy;  and  second,  to  furnish  model 
schools,  in  which  to  train  the  Normal  students  of  the 
academy  in  the  practice  of  their  profession.  The  first 
of  these  objects  is  inadmissable,  unless  (here  be  some 
adequate  resulting  benefit  to  the  common  schools. 
The  second  is  judicious  and  commendable,  so  far  as 
the  advancement  of  the  Normal  pupils  is  concerned; 
and  the  common  schools  of  the  borough  could  doubt- 
less be  so  administered,  for  this  purpose,  as  to  be  mu- 
tually advantageous  to  all  parties.  Hut  a  provisional 
arrangement  could  be  made  with  the  school  directors 
without  the  agency  of  this  bill,  that  would  sufficiently 
answer  the  purposes  of  the  Normal  dejmrtment  of  the 
academv,  and,  at  the  same  time,  n»serve  to  the  board  of 
directors  their  proper  authority  ov(»r  the  t(»achers,  the 
schools  and  the  finances  of  the  district. 

There  is  no  objection  to  that  portion  of  the*  bill 
which  invests  a  Normal  deparlment  in  the  academy, 
with  authority  to  grant  diplomas.  This  has  been  doni* 
repeatedly  by  the  T^egislature;  and,  presentiMl  by  itself, 
would  meet  the  unhesitating  approval  of  the  Execu 
tive.  But  I  cannot  consent  to  impair  the  power  of 
the  school  directors  over  the  common  schools,  or  th(» 
common  school  fund  of  their  district.  In  this  respect, 
at  least,  there  should  be  no  encroachinent  on  the  gen- 
eral law. 

For  these  reasons  T  am  constrained  to  return  the  bill 
to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  originated,  without  the  Ex- 
ecutive approval. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Change  the  Lo- 
cation of  a  Portion  of  Fifth  Street,  in  South  Pitts- 
burg/' 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  6, 1859. 
(leutlemen: — 

THE  BILL,  ENTITLED  '\y  ACT  TO  CHANGE 
Hie  location  of  a  portion  of  Fifth  street,  in  South 
IMttsburg,-'  was  presented  to  me  for  approval  on 
tlie  20th  of  April  last.  The  Legislature,  by  its  ad- 
journment, having  prevented  its  return  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, it  is  herewith  transmitted  to  the  Senate,  where 
it  originated,  without  the  Executive  approval. 

This  bill  proposes  to  vacate  a  portion  of  Fifth  street, 
in  the  borough  of  South  Pittsburg,  and  authorizes  and 
requires  "the  owners  of  property  on  both  sides  of 
Fifth  street,  from  Bingham  to  Water  street,  to  open, 
at  their  own  cost  and  expense,  a  street,  to  be  called 
New  Fifth  street,  forty  feet  in  width,  at  a  point  not 
to  exceed  one  hundred  feet  west  of  the  westward  line 
of  Fifth  street  on  Bingham,  and  one  hundred  and  ten 
fe(»t  west  of  tlie  westward  line  of  Fifth  street  on  Water 
sh*(»et,  in  said  borough." 

Th(»  va<ati()n  of  old  streets  and  the  opening  of  new 
oiH's,  is  so  peculiarly  and  api)ropriately  the  province 
of  the  hxal  authorities,  that  I  cannot  sanction  Legis- 
lative arts  for  such  purposes. 

Surh  (juestions  and  those  of  a  kindred  character, 
should,  in  my  judgment,  be  left  entirely  to  the  dispo- 
sition and  control  of  home  tribunals,  where  each  par- 
ticular case  can  be  fullv  and  fairlv  investigated,  and 
the  rights  of  all  completely  protected. 

There  is  gn^at  danger  that  injustice  may  be  done  by 
this  species  of  legislation,  as  it  must  necessarily  be 
attended  with  a  partial  and  im|>erfect  understanding 
of  all  the  merits  of  the  application;  founded,  not  un- 
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frequeutly,  upon  the  allegatious  of  interested  parties, 
and  without  the  knowledge  of  those  adversely  inter- 
ested. 

If  the  publie  convenience  require  that  a  portion  of 
Fifth  street,  in  South  Pittsburg,  be  vacated  and  sup- 
plied by  another,  on  a  new  location,  an  application  to 
the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  Allegheny  county 
would  doubtless  produce  the  desired  result.  Thor- 
oughly convinced,  as  I  am,  that  that  court  is  the  proper 
tribunal  to  investigate  the  question,  and  that  it  should 
be  there  decided,  I  cannot  give  my  approval  to  the  bill 
under  consideration. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  **A  Siipi)lement  to  an  Act 
to  Amend  Certain  Defects  of  the  Law  for  the  More 
Safe  and  Just  Transmission  and  Secure  Enjoyment 
of  Real  and  Personal   Instate. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  6,  1859. 

Gentlemen : — 

ON  THE  21ST  DAY  OF  APRIL  LAST,  WHICH 
was  the  day  preceding  the  adjournment  of  the 
last  General  Assembly,  a  bill  was  presented  for 
my  approval,  entitled  **A  supplement  to  an  act  to 
amend  certain  defects  of  the  law  for  the  more  safe 
and  just  transmission  and  secure  enjoyment  of  real 
and  personal  estate,  approved  the  27th  day  of  April, 
1855.'' 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  provides:  "That  the 
second  section  of  an  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  amend 
certain  defects  of  the  law  for  the  more  just  and  safe 
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transmisBion  and  secure  enjoyment  of  real  and  per- 
sonal estate/  approved  the  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1855,  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  repeal  or  alter 
the  provisions  of  the  second  article  of  the  fourth  sec- 
tion, or  the  fourteenth  section,  of  the  act  of  Assembly^ 
entitled  *An  act  relating  to  the  descent  and  distribu- 
tion of  the  estates  of  intestates,'  approved  the  eighth 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-three." 

My  first  objection  to  this  bill  is,  that  it  declares  how 
a  former  act  of  Assembly  shall  be  construed,  or  rather 
how  it  shall  not  be  construed,  notwithstanding  the 
plain  letter  of  the  statute  to  the  contrary.  The  con- 
struction of  a  statute  is  the  province  of  the  judicial 
department  of  the  Government.  To  declare  what  the 
law  shall  be  is  for  the  law-making  power,  but  to  de- 
termine what  the  existing  law  is,  belongs  to  the  ju- 
diciary. The  General  Assembly,  of  course,  has  full 
power  to  change,  alter  or  repeal,  the  w^hole  or  any 
part  of  a  statute;  but  it  is  obvious,  that  the  intention 
was  not  to  repeal  the  section  under  consideration,  but 
meivly  to  jirevent  the  judiciary  from  giving  it  a  par- 
ticular coJistruf'Uon.  This  wOuld  be,  however,  in  ef- 
fect, a  re])eal  of  it,  for  if  it  is  not  to  be  so  construed 
as  to  repeal  or  alter  the  provisions  of  the  second  article 
of  the  fourlh  section,  or  the  fourteenth  section,  of  the 
act  relating  to  the  descent  and  distribution  of  the  es- 
tates of  intestates,  approved  A])ril  8th,  1833,  it  will 
1m»  practi<ally  inoperative. 

Ky  virtue  of  the  provisions  contained  in  the  sections 
of  the  act  of  ls33,  referred  to,  where  an  intestate  died, 
leaving  no  lineal  d(»sc(Midants  nor  collaterals  nearer 
Ihan  ne[)h(^ws  or  nieces,  such  nej)h(»ws  or  nieces  would 
tak(»  the  (*s(at(*  of  such  intestate*,  to  the  exclusion  of 
th(»  children  of  a  d(M(nised  neplu^w  or  niece;  but,  ac- 
cording to  the  constru<tion  which  has  already  been 
given  by  tlie  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  to  the  second 
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■ectioa  of  the  iu-t  of  :J7t)i  a!  April,  1855.  the  efaildreo 
ofidweaBMl  nephew  *n-  uiece  are  now  entitled  to  rep- 
rtwoi  tbe  pmvnt  in  tht'  diBtrihtilinii  of  surh  an  estate. 
ThJB  Het-tion  thas  interferes  directly  with  tbe  afore- 
meoiioned  flections  of  the  act  of  April  8tii,  1833;  and 
tOMv  that  it  shall  not  be  b«  construed,  \b  to  negative 
ii«  manifest  intention,  and  to  deprive  it  of  all  force 
and  effeet.  Snch  may  not  have  been  the  intention  of 
tbcl.cgislature,  bwt  if  it  were,  then  my  nest  objection 
inequallT  fatal  . 

I  ranDot  approve  the  bill,  because  I  entirely  concur 
in  the  wisdom  of  the  chanfre  introduced  by  tbe  act  of 
ihe  L'Tth  of  .\pril.  1855.  in  the  law  of  distribution, 
asregnlated  by  the  act  of  April  Sth.  1833. 

Thf  bill  is  iherefiire  heiewitli  returned,  without  the 
Flxefiirive  approval,  to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  origin- 
nWd.  for  re  iimsideration. 

VV.\I.  F.  P'ACKEK. 


To  tlie  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Supplementary 
III  tbe  .\cls  Relating  to  Special  Courts." 

Execotive  Chamber, 
njirrieburg.  January  f»,  185!>. 

(icnlli-niHU:— 

WITHIN  TEN  DAYS  (»F  THE  ADJOURNMENT 
iif  the  last  lieneral  Assembly,  a  bill  was  pre- 
sented for  my  approval,  entitled  ".\n  act  sup- 
pleiucnliiry  to  the  acts  relating  to  special  courts." 

ThiH  bill  proiM)st'»  to  extend  the  varions  at>ls  rela- 
tive to  special  courts,  so  as  to  inchide  all  the  judges 
III  ilie  district  courts,  and  tbe  associate  law  judges 
within  this  Commonwealth,  and  to  give  to  the  district 
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and  associate  law  judges  all  the  powers  and  jarisdic- 
tions  of  the  proper  president  of  the  several  courts  of 
the  county  wherein  the  special  court  shall  be  held,  in 
relation  to  all  matters  arising  in  such  special  conrt. 

Mj  objections  to  the  bill  are  of  a  two-fold  character. 
In  the  first  place,  I  have  serious  doubts  whether  the 
Legislature  can  constitutionally  substitute  a  judge 
of  a  district  court,  or  an  associate  law  judge  of  the 
common  pleas,  for  the  proper  president  judge  of  a  ju- 
dicial district.  The  Constitution  requires  that  the 
presence  of  a  president  judge  shall  be  necessary  to  the 
proper  organization  of  certain  courts;  and  it  also 
requires  that  the  president  judge  shall  be  elected  by 
the  people  of  the  district  over  which  he  is  to  preside, 
and  in  virtue  of  such  election  he  is  commissioned  as 
president  judge.  Now,  this  bill  proposes  to  take 
judges  who  were  never  elected  nor  commissioned  as 
president  judges,  and  give  them  all  the  powers  and 
jurisdictions,  for  the  time  being,  of  the  proper  presi- 
dent of  the  district.  If  the  I^egislature  can  do  this 
for  a  given  time,  what  i8  to  prevent  an  extension  of 
the  time  so  as  to  embrace  the  entire  term  of  a  judge, 
and  thus  def<*at  the  constitutional  provision  which  se- 
cnrc^s  to  the  [leople  of  a  judicial  district  the  right  to 
ele<t  their  own  president  judge?  To  say  the  least, 
the  change  proposed  is  of  exceedingly  doubtful  consti- 
tutionality, and  therefore  cannot  be  justified,  unless 
it  w(n'e  demanded  by  an  overshadowing  necessity.  It  • 
will  not  be  pret(»nded  that  such  necessity  exists. 

In  the  second  place,  if  the  constitutionality  of  the 
pro[)08ed  ena<tni(»nt  were  conceded,  in  my  judgment 
il  is  to! ally  unnecessary.  Until  within  a  very  brief 
period  the  authority  to  hold  special  courts  was  con- 
fined to  the  president  jud<j:e  residing  nearest  to  the 
place  where  the  conrt  was  re<iuired  to  be  held.  In  1849 
it  was  extended  to  the  ])resident  judge  of  any  adjoining 
district,  and  again,  in  1S53,  to  every  president  judge 
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of  the  ooiumon  pleas  throughout  the  State.  Under 
the  law  as  it  now  stands,  the  several  pi*esident  judj?es 
of  the  courts  of  common  pleas  may  hold  special  courts, 
and  even  regular  terms,  where  then*  is  occasion  for  a 
special  court,  in  any  county  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Surely  this  provision  is  broad  enough  to  meet  any 
and  every  demand  for  an  exchange  of  judges. 

For  the  reasons  thus  succinctly  stated,  I  cannot  give 
to  this  bill  the  P^xecutive  approval;  I  doubt  its  con- 
stitutionalitv,  and  T  am  clear  that  it  is  unnecessarv. 
It  is  therefore  returned  to  the  Senate,  where  it  orig- 
inated, for  reconsideration. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  V^etoing  **An  Act  to  Quiet  Titles 
Under  Wills  Executed  in  Other  States.'' 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  6,  1859. 

GenUemen: — 

ON  THE  21ST  DAY  OF  APRIL  LAST  THE  GEN- 
eral  Assembly  pres(»nted  for  my  approval,  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  (|ui«*t  titles  u!ider  wills  exe- 
cuted in  other  States;"  and  as  the  Legislature,  by  its 
final  adjournment,  prevent(»d  iis  return  at  that  ses- 
sion, r  herewith  send  it  hack  with  my  obji-etions,  to 
the  House  of  Kepres«»ntativrs,  in  whieli  it  originated, 
for  re-consideration. 

This  bill  provides,  that  in  all  cases  in  which  the 
owner  of  lands  within  this  Commonwealth,  residing  at 
the  time  of  his  demise  in  anv  other  of  the  United 
States,  shall  have  devised  his  said  lands  in  this  State 
by  last  will  and  testament,  executed  and  proved  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  laws  of  the 
State  where  he  executed  the  sa!n(»,  and  tlu*  devise(»  or 
devi8<*€»s,  his  or  their  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  have  held 
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and  paid  taxe8  on  said  lands  for  twenty  years  or  up- 
wards, the  tiHe  sliall  be  deemed  as  good  and  valid  as 
if  said  last  will  and  testament  had  been  executed  and 
proved  within  this  State,  and  in  conformity  with  the 
laws  of  this  rommonwealth. 

1  i'annot  approve  of  this  bill,  be(*ause  it  proposes, 
by  retroactive^  legislation,  to  dtnrlare  titles  to  land 
good  which  would  be  clearly  bad  without  such  legisla- 
tion. It  is  a  well  settled  rule  of  law,  and  a  rule  of  prop- 
ertv  as  wall  as  of  law.  that  wills  bv  which  real  estate  is 
devised,  must  be  (executed  and  proved  according  to 
the  law  of  the  place  where  the  land  lies.  It  is  also 
well  settled  that  mere  payment  of  taxes  will  not  of 
itself  give  title  to  real  estate.  A  legislative  declara- 
tion, therefoi*e,  that  a  will  not  executed  according  to 
the  laws  of  this  State,  accompanied  by  payment  of 
taxes  for  twenty  yc^ars,  conveys  a  good  title  to  land, 
is  contrary  to  the  existing  law,  and  it  is  highly  prob- 
able^ that  8u<h  a  declaration  would  be  inoperative 
so  far  as  r(»gards  rights  already  vested.  I  question 
tin*  p<»wci-  of  tli(*  Legislature  to  make  one  man's  title 
go<Ml,  and  cons(»(]ueiitly  destroy  the  title  of  another, 
by  su<li  legislation.  Wills  not  proved  and  executed 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  Slate,  are,  as  to  land 
within  this  Comnionwealth,  no  wills  at  all,  and  upon 
the  death  of  tlu*  owner  of  such  bind,  the  title  descends 
to  his  lieirs-at-law.  Xow  to  declare  that  land  so  situ- 
ated, shall  pass  by  will  and  not  by  descent,  savors 
more  of  a  judicial  decree  than  of  a  legislative  enact- 
ment. Similar  h^gislation  has  heretofore  been  de- 
rlared,  by  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  in  this  Com- 
monwealth, to  be  unconstitutional  and  void,  and  it 
is  not  likely  that  the  present  attemj^t  to  make  a  good 
title  out  of  a  bad  one,  would  be  successful.  At  all 
events,  I  feel  that  I  am  in  the  performance^  of  a  plain 
duty,  in  refusing  to  give  the  bill  under  consideration 
my  otliriai  sanction. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  **Aii  Act  to  Change  the 
Venue  in  the  Case  of  the  Commonwealth,  vs.  Annn 
Maria  Veitengruber." 

F^xtMutive   Chamber, 
Harrisburji:,  January  G,  ISHO. 
Gentlemen: — 

ON   THE  21ST   DAY   OF  APRIL  LAST,   WHICH 
was  within  ten  days  of  the  adjournment  of  i\\o 
last  General  AsstMuhly,  a  bill  was  i)re8ented  for 
my  approval,  entitled  "An  a<t  to  change*  the  venu«»  in 
the  ease  of  tlie  Connnonw(*alth  vs.  Anna  Maria  Veiten- 
gruber." 

My  objection  to  this  bill  is,  that  it  proposes  to  trans- 
fer a  trial  upon  an  indie? t men t  for  murder,  now  pend- 
ing in  the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  of  Sullivan 
county,  to  the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  of  Lycoming 
county,  without  making  any  provision  for  the  payment 
of  the  costs  and  exjx^nses  of  th<*  trial.  These  belong, 
of  right,  to  the  county  where  the  offen<e  was  com- 
mitted, and  ought  not  to  be  thrown  on  another  county. 
For  this  reason  I  cannot  approve  the  bill,  and  it  is, 
therefore,  herewith  returned  to  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, where  it  orginated,  for  re-consideration. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Authorizing  and 
Requiring  the  Supervisors  of  Carroll  Township,  in 
the  Countv  of  York,  to  Grade  a  Certain  Hill  on  the 
State  Road,  in  Said  Township,  Leading  from  Har- 
risburg  to  Gettysburg,  Adams  County." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  0,  1859. 
Gentlemen: — 

THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY,  AT  ITS  LAST  SES- 
sion,  within  ten  days  of  the  adjournment,  pn*- 
sented  for  my  approval,  a  bill,  entitled  *^\n  .\ct 
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aiitlioHzing  and  requiring  the  supervisors  of  Carroll 
township,  in  the  county  of  York,  to  grade  a  certain  hill 
on  the  Stat<»  road  in  said  township,  leading  from  Har- 
risburg  to  (lettysburg,  Adama  county.*' 

This  bill  provides,  **that  the  supervisors  of  Carroll 
township,  York  county,  be  and  are  hereby  authorized 
and  required,  within  one  year  from  the  passage  of  this 
act,  to  employ  a  sufficient  number  of  hands  to  dig  down 
and  grade,  in  a  good  and  substantial  manner,  so  as  not 
to  excet^d  an  elevation  of  four  degrees,  a  certain  hill 
in  Carroll  township,  York  county,  about  three-fourths 
of  a  mile  south  of  Dillsburg,  on  the  State  road  leading 
from  Harrisburg  to  Gettysburg.-' 

I  cannot  approve  of  the  bill,  because  it  proposes  to 
interfere  with  duties  devolving  exclusively  upon  the 
local  officers  of  the  township.  It  is  impossible  for  the 
Legislature  to  go  into  an  investigation  and  determine 
with  accuracy  what  hills  shall  be  graded,  and  how 
much  money  shall  be  expended  by  the  supervisors  of 
the  various  townships  in  the  State;  and,  if  it  were  pos- 
sible, it  is  utterly  imj)racticable  and  unnecessary,  the 
law  having  wisely  imp<ised  those  duties  upon  a  much 
more  appropriate  tribunal.  It  is  to  be  i)re8umed  that 
the  supervisors  of  th«*  township  of  (^arroll  will  per- 
form their  duty,  and  grade  such  hills  as  require  it, 
and  if  th(\v  fail  to  discharge  th<  duties  incumbent 
on  tlMMr  office*,  th(\v  are  personally  responsible  to  the 
]»ublic,  and  a  summary  nMiiedy  may  be  applied  by  the 
people  at  their  annual  township  (»lection. 

There  is  no  more  sound  and  wholesome  principle 
than  Ihat  which  allows  (»ach  separate  governmental 
organization,  whether  it  be  State,  county  or  township, 
to  regulate  and  manage  its  own  affairs  in  its  own  way, 
subject  only  to  the  gen(»ral  law  of  the  land. 

l^elieving  that  the*  bill  under  consideration  is  wrong 
in  principh*  and  calculated,  if  permitted  to  become  a 
law,  to  establish  a  bad  preccnlent,  T  am  constrained  to 
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withhold  from  it  the  Executive  approval.  It  is,  there- 
fore, herewith  returned  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, where  it  originated,  for  re-consideration. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Authorize  Isaac 
M.  Pennock,  Trustee,  to  Appropriate  Certain  Por- 
tion of  a  Trust  Fund  for  the  Payment  of  Debt  Due 
for  the  Support  of  the  Cestui  Que  Trusts." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  6, 1859. 

Gentlemen : — 

I  HEREWITH  RETURN  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REP 
resentatives,  where  it  originated,  a  bill  presented 
for  my  approval  on  the  21st  day  of  April  last,  en- 
titled "An  Act  to  authorize  Isaac  M.  Pennock,  trustee, 
to  appropriate  certain  portion  of  a  trust  fund  to  the 
payment  of  debts  due  for  the  support  of  the  cestui  que 
trusts. 

The  first  and  only  section  of  this  bill  provides:  "That 
Isaac  M.  Pennock,  trustee  of  Mary  A.  Woods  and  chil- 
dren, be  authorized  and  empowered,  and  is  hereby  au- 
thorized and  empowered  to  appropriate  two  thousand 
dollars  of  the  trust  estate  in  his  hands  for  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  due  for  the  support  and  maintenance 
of  the  cestui  que  trusts:  Provided  however.  That  the 
same  be  done  under  the  order,  and  subject  to  the  con- 
trol of  the  orphans'  court  of  the  proper  county,  and 
that  the  amount  so  appropriated  and  used,  shall  be 
accounted  for  under  the  laws  of  this  Comomnwealth 
relating  to  such  matters." 

My  objection  to  this  bill  is,  that  it  is  a  legislative 
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appropriation  of  money  received  by  a  trustee,  nnder 
a  power  which  specifies  the  objects  of  the  trust,  and 
directs  the  application  of  the  trust  fund.  If  the  pro- 
j)osed  legislation  is  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
contained  in  the  deed  of  trust,  it  is  unnecessary.  If 
it  is  in  contravention  of  the  trust,  it  is  the  exercise 
of  a  doubtful  power,  and,  therefore,  clearly  wrong. 
He  who  conveys  property  to  another  in  trust  for  pri- 
vate purposes,  has  the  undoubted  right  to  direct  the 
application  of  the  trust  fund;  and  so  long  as  such 
direction  is  not  forbidden  by  the  law  of  the  land,  it 
should  be  scrupulously  followed.  Any  interference 
with  such  direction,  even  by  the  constituted  authori- 
ties of  the  State,  would  be  an  infringement  of  private 
rights,  and  ought  to  be  carefully  avoided. 

Entertaining  these  views,  I  cannot  approve  the  bill 
under  consideration. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  *'An  Act  for  the  Erection 
of  a  School  District  out  of  Parts  of  Lehman  Town- 
ship, Pike  County,  and  Middle  Smithficld  Town- 
ship, Monroe  County/' 

Executive  Chamber, 
Ilarrisburg,  January  6, 18.59. 
Gentlomeu: — 

A  BILL,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  THE  EREC- 
tion  of  a  school  district  out  of  parts  of  Jjehman 
township,  Pike  county,  and  Middle  Smithfteld 
township,  Monroe  county,-'  was  presented  for  my  ap- 
proval within  ten  days  of  the  adjournment  of  the  last 
TiOgislaturo. 
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The  title  of  the  bill  is  explanatory  of  its  object, 
which  is  the  creation  of  an  independent  school  district 
out  of  parts  of  two  townships  lying  in  adjoining  coun- 
ties. The  bill  is  objectionable,  because  it  is  a  depart- 
ure from  the  general  school  system,  destroying  its 
uniformity,  and  calculated,  as  a  precedent,  to  encour- 
age similar  applications  from  other  quarters,  and 
thereby  rendering  the  whole  system  discordant  and 
unintelligible  to  the  officers  whose  duty  it  is  to  ex- 
plain, expound  and  execute  it. 

The  general  plan  is,  that  each  township,  ward  or  bor- 
ough shall  form  a  school  district,  with  power  conferred 
on  the  courts  of  quarter  session  to  erect  independent 
school  districts,  upon  the  application  of  not  less  than 
twenty  taxables  of  the  township  or  townships  out  of 
which  it  is  proposed  to  make  the  new  district.  No 
general  provision  has  been  made  for  erecting  an  inde- 
pendent district  out  of  territory  lying  in  more  than 
one  county,  and  it  is  obvious  that  such  a  district 
would  not  harmonize  with  the  general  system. 

The  forty-seventh  section  of  the  school  law  requires 
the  county  commissioners  to  make  a  triennial  return 
of  the  taxable  inhabitants  resident  in  each  district, 
upon  which  the  State  appropriation  is  based.  The 
assessment  is  made  by  the  township  assessors.  This 
bill  makes  no  provision  for  obtaining  a  return  of  the 
taxables  of  the  district  it  proposes  to  create,  and  hence 
it  would  be  difficult  to  ascertain  its  proportion  of  the 
State  appropriation,  and  the  proper  amount  it  would 
be  entitled  to  receive  from  each  township.  The  reason 
for  the  application  for  the  new  district  is,  probably, 
that  the  schools  in  the  parts  of  the  two  townships 
proposed  to  be  embraced  in  it,  would  be  better  accom- 
modated than  they  are  by  the  present  arrangement. 

But  this  can  be  accomplished  under  the  provisions 
of  the  general  law,  which  authorize  the  directors  of 
adjoining  districts  to  establish  joint  schools,  and  per- 
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mit  pupils  from  one  district  to  attend  the  schools  of 
an  adjoining  one,  if  more  convenient. 

I  do  not  believe  that  good  can  come  from  special 
school  laws.  The  present  general  la\N  has  been  care- 
fully matured,  and  seems  to  be  well  adapted  to  ad- 
vance the  interests,  and  promote  the  prosperity  of  the 
great  cause  of  universal  education,  and  should,  there- 
fore, be  adhered  to,  until  time  and  experience  prove 
that  to  change  would  be  to  improve  it. 

But  whenever  and  wherever  changes  may  be  thought 
advisable,  let  the  amendment  be  by  general,  and  not 
special  laws. 

Entertaining  these  views,  I  declined  to  sanction  the 
bill  under  consideration,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Constitution,  herewith  return  it  to 
the  House*  of  Representatives,  where  it  originated,  for 
re  consideration. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  **An  Act  to  Exempt  a  Cer- 
tain School  Property  from  Taxation." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  6,  1859. 
Gentlemen: — 

A    BILL  WAS   PASSED   BY   BOTH   BRANCHES 
of  the  last  Legislature,  and  presented   for  my 
approval  within  ten  days  of  the  adjournment, 
entitled  "An  Act  to  exempt  a  certain  school  property 
from  taxation.'' 

The  bill  proposes  to  exempt  from  taxation  a  cc^'tain 
building  erected  by  (Jeorge  Markle,  in  the  village  of 
Markleville,  in  the  county  of  Perry,  now  occupied  by 
the  Markleville  Normal  institute. 
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It  is  understood  that  the  building  is  private  prop- 
erty, and  however  commendable  may  be  the  public 
spirit  and  liberality  of  its  proprietor,  I  can  see  no 
good  reason  for  exempting  it  from  taxation. 

In  principle  I  am  satisfied  that  the  exemption  of  any 
particular  property  from  taxation  is  wrong.  Taxation 
should  be  general,  equal  and  uniform.  The  more  gen- 
eral the  obbjects  of  taxation  are,  the  more  equal  will 
be  the  distribution  of  the  burdens  of  goveniment,  and 
the  more  cheerfully  will  they  be  borne  by  the  people. 
To  exempt  particular  property,  is  to  give  an  unfair 
advantage  to  its  owner,  and  to  make  an  invidious  dis- 
tinction between  him  and  his  neighbors.  If  frequently 
repeated  in  favor  of  individuals  or  classes,  it  would 
work  intolerable  mischief.  I  am  constrained  by  an 
imperious  sense  of  duty  to  decline  approving  bills  of 
this  character. 

The  bill  under  consideration  is  therefore  herewith 
returned  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  where  it 
originated,  for  re-consideration. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  **An  Act  Further  to  Pro- 
vide for  the  Incorporation  and  Regulation  of  In- 
surance Companies  within  this  Commonwealth.'' 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  6, 1859. 
Gentlemen : — 

ON  THE  LAST  DAY  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  SES- 
sion  of  1858,  a  bill  was  presented  for  my  ap- 
proval, entitled  "An  Act  further  to  provide  for 
the  incorporation  and  regulation   of  insurance  com- 
panies within  this  Commonwealth." 


134  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

I  have  examined  the  bill  before  me,  which  is  very 
volumioous,  with  great  care,  and  have  devoted  much 
time  and  attention  to  its  consideration.  Finding 
many  of  its  provisions  wise,  and  well  calculated  to  ex- 
ercise a  beneficial  influence  over  the  management  of 
the  various  insurance  companies  of  the  State,  and  rec- 
ognizing the  great  necessity  for  legislation  on  the  sub- 
ject, it  is  with  regret  I  announce  to  the  General  As- 
sembly that  I  found  the  bill  in  some  of  its  items  and 
details  so  extremely  objectionable  that,  in  my  judg- 
ment, it  ought  not  to  become  a  law. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  makes  it  the  duty  of  the 
judges  of  the  district  courts  in  the  cities  of  Philadel- 
phia and  Pittsburg,  annually,  to  appoint  three  com- 
missioners, who  shall,  in  each  year,  examine  the  state- 
ments made  by  the  insurance  companies  in  their  re- 
spective cities,  and  in  the  county  of  Allegheny;  and 
when  the  commissioners  are  satisfied  that  any  such 
company  is  possessed  of  the  amount  of  capital  named 
in  the  section,  the  commissioners  shall  certify  to  the 
fact,  and  upon  obtaining  said  certiQcate,  the  company 
may  lawfully  transact  the  business  of  an  insurance 
comx)auy,  subject  to  the  annual  renewal  of  the  certifi- 
cate. But  in  the  event  that  tlie  commissioners  shall 
find,  upon  examination,  that  the  company  or  associa- 
tion is  insolvent,  or  without  the  capital  required  by 
the  act,  they  are  directed  to  report  the  fact  to  the 
proper  court  of  the  county,  which  court  is  required 
to  issue  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  company  or  as- 
sociation from  transacting  t\w  business  of  insurance; 
and  if  the  insolvency  reported  by  the  commissioners 
shall  appear  to  be  correct,  the  court  is  to  appoint  a 
receiver  to  wind  up  the  affairs  of  the  company  and  dis- 
tribute its  assets,  after  the  payment  of  expenses,  rat- 
ably among  the  creditors  of  the  company.  The  sec- 
tion also  requires  the  insurance  companies  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  to  provide  for  the  commissioners,  in 
which  a  record  of  their  proceedings  is  to  be  kept. 
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The  power  of  the  I^egislature  to  appoint  a  commis- 
sion to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  insurance  com- 
panies, and  to  authorize  judicial  proceedings  in  case 
of  such  as  are  believed  to  be  insolvent,  is  unquestion- 
able, and  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  would  probably 
be  highly  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the  public; 
but  this  section  requires  every  solvent  company  to 
obtain  annually  a  certificate,  in  the  nature  of  a  license, 
to  transact  business,  and  this  applies  to  all  companies 
now  existing,  as  well  as  to  those  which  may  hereafter 
be  incorporated.  It  is  questionable  whether  such  a 
restriction  or  condition  can  be  imposed  upon  the  le- 
gitimate exercise  of  powers  already  granted.  The 
various  acts  incorporating  insurance  companies,  give 
the  right  to  commence  and  continue  the  business  of 
insurance  on  certain  terms  therein  specified.  This  bill 
proposes  to  alter  these  terms  by  imposing  others, 
which  may  interrupt  their  business,  though  they  may 
be  perfectly  solvent  and  even  prosperous,  and  it  also 
subjects  them  to  other  than  judicial  control;  and, 
finally,  it  deprives  them  of  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State,  as  by  the  nineteenth  section,  the 
decision  of  the  district  court  is  made  final  and  con- 
clusive. 

The  section  is  moreover  incongruous  and  imperfect; 
for,  while  it  requires  the  commissioners  to  report  to 
the  court  such  companies  as  are  found  to  be  insol- 
vent, or  without  the  requisite  capital,  it  only  author- 
izes proceedings  against  such  as  are  reported  to  be 
insolvent,  making  no  disposition  whatever  of  such  as 
are  solvent,  but  without  the  required  capital. 

The  second  section  makes  the  refusal  or  neglect  of 
any  company  to  comply  with  the  conditions  of  the  first 
section,  cause  of  forfeiture  of  the  charter,  and  im- 
poses upon  the  president  and  secretary,  upon  convic- 
tion thereof,  a  fine  of  five  hundred  dollars.  It  is  diffi- 
eolt  to  perceive  why  the  president  and  secretary  should 
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be  liable  to  conviction  and  punishment  for  the  neglect 
or  refusal  of  the  company,  acting  through  its  board 
of  managers,  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
section  . 

Under  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  bill,  mutual  in- 
surance companies  now  incorporated  and  located  in 
the  cities  of  Philadelphia,  Pittsburg  or  Allegheny,  or 
having  agencies  therein,  as  well  as  all  such  companies 
hereafter  to  be*  incorporated,  wherever  located,  are 
forbidden  from  issuing  any  policy  of  insurance,  until 
they  have  a  subscription  list  of  persons  desiring  to 
become  insured  members,  whose  premium  notes  shall 
amount  in  the  aggregate  to  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
Such  companies  are  also  required  to  confine  their  risks 
to  the  counties  in  which  they  may  be  severally  located, 
and  the  adjoining  counties,  and  are  enjoined  from  is- 
suing any  policy  until  notice  of  the  form  thereof  shall 
be  published  in  one  or  more  newspapers  of  the  county 
where  such  company  shall  be  located. 

These  provisions,  in  my  opinion,  are  unnecessarily 
stringent  and  severe  upon  mutual  insurance  com- 
panies. Some  of  the  most  substantial  and  reliable 
companies  in  this  Commonwealth  are  based  upon  the 
plan  of  nmtnal  liability,  with  premium  notes  assess- 
able for  losses — their  insurances  extending  to  every 
city  and  county  in  the  State,  amounting,  in  the  aggre- 
gate, to  many  millions  of  dollars,  and  as  well  secured 
as  they  can  possibly  be  by  any  joint  stock  company. 
Why  should  such  companies,  so  organized,  and  which 
make  no  dividends  of  profits,  whether  located  in  the 
cities  of  Philadelphia  or  Pittsburg,  or  Allegheny,  or 
elsewhere,  be  confined  in  their  risks  to  the  county  in 
which  the  particular  com])any  may  be  located,  and  the 
counties  adjoining  thereto,  while  joint  stock  companies 
that  are  the  subject  of  speculation,  and  that  declare 
large  profits,  are  given  a  charter  extensive  as  the 
State?     I  have  looked  in  vain  for  a  suflQcient  reason 
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for  making  this  distinction.  Common  justice  requires 
that  all  shall  be  placed,  by  law,  on  an  equal  footing, 
and  that  none  shall  be  favored  or  proscribed;  then,  if 
either  system  prove  unworthy  of  confidence,  let  it  be 
condemned;  and  instead  of  limiting  its  operations  to 
a  single  county  or  neighborhood,  let  it  be  entirely  ab- 
rogaied.  Besides,  the  provision  under  consideration, 
directly  interferes  with  the  powers  and  privileges  al- 
ready solemnly  granted  by  charter  to  mutual  insur- 
ance companies,  to  extend  their  business  throughout 
the  Commonwealth. 

Again,  would  not  the  provision  which  requires  pre- 
mium notes  to  the  amount  of  at  least  fifty  thousand 
dollars  before  a  policy  can  be  issued,  prevent  any  com- 
pany from  going  into  operation  on  the  mutual  prin- 
ciple, at  least  in  the  interior  of  the  State?  If  two 
and  a  half  per  cent,  be  taken  as  an  average  rate  of 
insurance,  it  would  require  property  offered  to  be  in- 
sured amounting  to  two  millions  of  dollars  to  produce 
the  required  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  premium  notes; 
and  when  it  is  recollected  that  no  insurance  could 
be  effected  outside  of  the  county  where  the  company 
may  be  located,  and  those  immediately  adjoining  it, 
it  is  obvious  that  in  many  sections  of  the  State,  it 
would  be  nearly  or  quite  impossible  to  obtain  the 
amount  of  applications  thus  required. 

The  eighteenth  section  is  also  objectionable.  It  pro 
vides,  "that  the  insurance  companies  and  insurance 
associations  respectively,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
and  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  insuring  property  against 
loss  by  fire,  shall,  after  obtaining  the  certificate  re- 
quired by  this  act,  appoint  one  delegate  each  to  meet 
in  convention  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  last 
Tuesday  of  September  next,  and  adopt  such  uniform 
fire  policy  or  policies  as  such  convention  shall  deem 
necessary  and  proper,  copies  of  which  shall  be  filed 
with  the  insurance  commissioners  in  said  cities,  and 
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also  with  the  Auditor  General,  immediately  after  their 
adoption,  and  published  by  the  said  companies  in  each 
of  said  cities  for  at  least  one  week,  in  two  daily  news- 
papers having  the  largest  bona  fide  circulation  therein, 
and  such  policies  shall  on  and  after  the  first  day  of 
December  next,  become  of  general  use;  and  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  any  insurance  company  incorporated 
by,  or  doing  business  within  this  Commonwealth, 
thereafter  to  issue  any  policy  of  insurance  against  loss 
by  fire  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  or  county  of  Alle- 
gheny, other  than  in  the  form  of  the  policies  so  agreed 
upon  and  adopted;  and  any  company,  or  the  agent 
of  any  company,  issuing  any  policy  in  violation  of  this 
section,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  amount  of  insurance 
specified  in  any  such  policy  to  the  party  «o  insured: 
Provided,  That  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  com- 
panies exclusively  mutual." 

This  section  deprives  the  companies  therein  named, 
of  the  power  of  making  contracts  of  insurance  on  such 
conditions  and  terms  as  may  be  agreed  to  by  both  par- 
tics.  Whatever  the  nature  of  the  property,  or  of  the 
risk,  or  wherever  it  may  be  situated,  aud  whether 
the  contract  be  made  through  an  agent  or  by  an  im- 
mediate ofhcer  of  the  company,  no  form  can  be  used, 
under  a  heavy  penalty,  except  the  one  agreed  upon  in 
convention. 

The  right  or  liberty  to  settle  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions and  form  of  the  contract  is  necessarilv  included 
in  the  general  grant  of  power  to  make  insurance  with- 
out express  words,  and  it  is  also  given  expressly  in 
very  many  charters.  The  conditions,  limitations, 
modifications,  covenants  and  warrantiH's,  in  policies 
of  insurance,  are  as  various  as  the  risks,  and  hereto- 
fore the  parties  to  the  contract  were  at  liberty  to 
make  their  own  bargain.  Hut  this  section  requires 
the  companies  to  agree  through  delegates  to  a  common 
form  or  forms,  which  shall  be  used  in  every  case. 
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Even  in  the  conveyance  of  real  estate  this  is  not 
practicable;  but  in  matters  of  contract  which  relate 
to  an  infinite  variety  of  risks  and  contingencies,  it 
is,  in  my  opinion,  impossible.  It  is  the  policy  of  our 
law  to  leave  all  who  are  competent  to  contract  free 
to  agree  for  themselves,  stipulating,  however,  for 
things  lawful,  and  observing  good  faith,  and,  to  my 
mind,  the  attempt  to  produce  uniformity  in  contracts 
of  insurance,  is  such  a  departure  from  that  policy, 
confirmed  as  it  is  by  the  experience  of  ages,  as  to 
render  the  experiment  neither  practicable  nor  desir- 
able. It  is  quite  impossible  to*  foresee  what  special 
conditions  it  may  be  necessary  to  introduce  into  a 
policy;  and  it  is  unwise  to  place  it  out  of  the  power  of 
the  parties  to  provide  for  such  contingencies.  The 
result  of  the  adoption  of  this  provision  would  un- 
doubtedly be  that  no  prudent  company  would  take 
any  risk  that  was  not  suflBciently  provided  for  by  the 
contract  settled  by  the  convention ;  and,  consequently, 
parties  wanting  special  risks  insured  would  be  com- 
pelled to  go  out  of  the  State  to  get  their  insurance. 

It  will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  co-operate  with 
the  General  Assembly  in  providing  additional  checks 
and  making  other  salutary  regulations  for  the  govern- 
ment of  insurance  companies,  so  as  effectually  to  pro- 
tect the  public  against  the  impositions  and  fraudulent 
practices  of  dishonest  institutions.  But,  for  the 
reasons  already  assigned,  I  cannot  approve  of  this 
bill.  It  is,  therefore,  herewith  returned  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  where  it  originated,  for  re-consid- 
eration. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Encourage  the 
Manufacture  of  Paper  in  this  Commonwealth." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  6, 1859. 
Gentlemen : — 

ON  THE  DAY  OF  THE  ADJOURNMENT  OF  THE 
last  General  Assembly,  a  bill  was  presented  to 
me  for  approval,  entitled  "An  Act  to  encourage 
the  manufacture  of  paper  in  this  Commonwealth." 
I  cannot  approve  the  bill. 

First.  Because  provision  is  already  made  in  the  gen- 
eral manufacturing  act  for  the  incorporation  of  com- 
panies to  manufacture  paper. 

Second.  Because  in  the  bill  before  me  the  individual 
liability  of  the  stockholders  is  much  more  limited  than 
in  the  general  law;  and 

Third.  Because  no  provision  is  made  for  enforcing 
even  the  limited  liability  imposed  by  the  bill. 

For  these  reasons  the  bill  is  herewith  returned,  with- 
out the  Executive  approval,  to  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, where  it  originated,  for  re-consideration. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  with  the  Report  of  the  Commission- 
ers on  the  Mexican  War  Monument." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  17, 1859. 
Gentlemen: — 

I   HEREWITH    TRANSMIT    TO   THE    CJENERAL 
Assembly   the  report   of   the  connnissiouers  ap- 
pointed by  the  act  of  the  22d  of  April,  1858,  to 
contract  for  and  superintend  the  erection  of  a  monu- 
ment to  the  memory  of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  who 
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were  slain  or  lost  their  lives  in  the  war  with  Mexico. 
The  design  of  the  monument  adopted  and  now  recom- 
mended by  the  commissioners,  a  full  description  of 
which  accompanies  the  report,  has  been  neatly  framed 
and  may  be  examined  in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  the  Sale  of  the  Dela- 
ware Division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  21,  1859. 
Gentlemen: — 

IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  THE  RESOLUTION  OF 
the  Senate  of  the  17th  instant,  relative  to  the 
sale  of  the  Delaware  division,  &c.,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  the  Senate  that  the  offer  made  for  the  Dela- 
ware division  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  after  the 
same  had  been  sold  to  the  Delaware  Division  canal 
company,  was  by  Erskine  Hazard,  on  behalf  of  the 
Lehigh  coal  and  navigation  company,  and  by  B.  Rush 
Plumley,  for  himself  and  associates.  The  amount 
offered,  according  to  my  information,  was  two  million 
of  dollars.  This  was  two  hundred  and  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars  more  than  the  previous  contract 
price,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  offer  was 
not  made  before  the  sale  had  actually  taken  place. 

The  act  for  the  sale  0/  the  public  works  was  ap- 
proved on  the  21st  of  April,  1858.  The  transfers  were 
made  by  the  Commonwealth  to  the  Sunbury  and  Erie 
Railroad  company  on  the  19th  of  May,  and  the  differ- 
ent divisions  were  sold  by  the  company  between  the 
19th  of  May  and  the  10th  of  July,  1858. 
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The  Sunbury  and  Erie  railroad  company 

sold  the  canals  for, |3,875,000 

Of  which  the  State  received, 3,787,250 


Leaving  the  sum  of, $87,750 

As  the  proportion  of  the  excess  of  sale  belonging  to 
the  company,  under  the  contract  between  the  company 
and  the  Commonwealth. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Trustees  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Lunatic  Hospital. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  February  14,  1859. 
Gentlemen: — 

IN  CONFORMITY  WITH  THE  REQUIREMENTS 
of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, approved  the  14th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1845,  establishing  an  asylum  for  the  insane  poor  of 
the  Commonwealth,  I  do  hereby  nominate,  for  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania, 
Thomas  S.  Kirkbride,  M.  D.,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
John  L.  Atlee,  M.  D.,  of  the  citv  of  Lancaster,  and 
Jacob  R.  Eby,  of  the  county  of  Dauphin,  to  be  trustees 
for  the  Pennsylvania  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  to  serve 
for  the  period  of  three  years,  to  compute  from  the  1st 
day  of  February  last  past. 

.       WM.  F.  PACKER. 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  Charles  D.  Hineline  to  be 
Superintendent  of  Public  Printing. 

Executive  Chamber, 
HaiTisburg,  March  4,  1859. 
Senators : — 

I    DO  HEREBY  NOMINATE,  FOR  THE  ADVICE 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  Charles  D.  BTineline, 
Esq.,  of  the  county  of  Dauphin,  to  be  Superintendent 
of  Public  Printing,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  the  9th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1856,  entitled  ^^Vn 
act  in  relation  to  public  printnig.'' 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  '*An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  City  Building  Association." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  7,  1859. 
Gentlemen: — 

I  HAVE  CAREFULLY  CONSIDERED  THE  BILL, 
presented  for  my  approval,  entitled  "An  Act  to 
incorporate  the  City  building  association,"  and, 
as  I  cannot  approve  its  provisions,  it  is  herewith  re- 
turned to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  which  it 
originated,  for  re-consideration. 

From  the  title  of  the  bill,  no  other  rational  inference 
could  be  drawn  than  tliat  the  object  of  the  proposed 
corporation  was  to  erect  buildings,  for  sale  or  for 
the  use  of  the  corporators;  but,  upon  a  careful  exam 
ination  of  its  provisions,  it  will  be  discovered  that 
the  business  contemplated  is  the  loan  of  money  to 
such  of  the  shareholders  as  will  bid,  upon  competition, 
the  highest  premium  for  its  use.  By  this  system,  it 
is  morally  certain,  that  he  whose  necessities  are  the 
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greatest  will  be  the  highest  bidder,  whilst  it  is  equally 
certain,  that  he  can,  of  all  others,  the  least  afford 
to  pay  an  exorbitant  interest  for  the  use  or  loan  of 
money.  The  result  will  necessarily  be,  that  the  stock- 
holders who  have  money  to  lend  will  make  very  large 
profits  from  the  association,  whilst  those  who  are  com- 
pelled to  borrow,  will  not  only  lose  the  capital  paid 
by  them,  but,  through  the  means  of  fines,  assessments, 
forfeitures  and  premiums,  will  greatly  jeopard  any 
other  property  they  may  own  and  thus  encumber. 

Building  associations  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
where  it  is  proposed  to  locate  the  company  named  in 
this  bill,  may  be  incorporated  by  the  court  of  common 
pleas  of  that  city;  but  the  court  would  be  powerless 
to  incorporate  such  an  association  as  this  bill  con- 
templates, for,  in  no  proper  sense,  could  it  be  called 
a  building  association.  If  it  is  the  province  of  the 
title  to  indicate  truly  the  purposes  of  the  enactment, 
this  bill  should  be  entitled  "An  Act  to  incorporate  a 
company  to  loan  money  to  such  stockholders  as  will 
pay  the  highest  premium  for  the  loan.'* 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Oeiieral  Assembly,  a  bill 
somewhat  similar  in  its  provisions  to  the  one  now 
before  me,  received  the  reluctant  approval  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive; but  subsequent  information  and  reflection 
have  entirely  satisfied  me  that  the*  incorporation  of 
such  associations  is  wrong  in  principle  and  product- 
ive, practically,  of  the  most  mischievous  results. 

Entertaining  these  views,  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion cannot  receive  the  Executive  approval. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Union  School  Directors  in  Wattsburg,  in  the 
County  of  Erie." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  15,  1859. 
(xentlemen : — 

I  HEREWITH  RETURN  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REP- 
resentatives,  in  which  it  originated,  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Union  school 
directors  in  ^Vattsburg,  in  the  county  of  Erie,''  with- 
out my  approval. 

The  object  of  the  bill  seems  to  be  to  secure  the  erec- 
tion of  school  buildings,  in  the  borough  of  Wattsburg, 
at  a  cost  not  exceeding  three  thousand  dollars,  at  the 
joint  expense  of  the  tax-payers  of  the  borough,  and 
of  the  townships  of  Amity  and  Venango,  and  yet  secur- 
ing to  the  former  only  the  use  of  "one  of  the  rooms 
on  the  first  floor,'-  and  to  the  two  townships  neither 
authority  to  use  a  room  or  send  a  pupil  to  the  school. 

The  seventh  section  authorizes  the  directors  men- 
tioned in  the  bill  "to  manage  the  said  buildings"  after 
they  are  completed,  but  no  regulations  or  limitations, 
whatever,  are  prescribed,  not  even  so  far  as  to  desig- 
nate the  purpose  for  which  they  shall  be  used.  The 
directors  are  authorized  to  "rent  the  buildings  to  com- 
petent teachers,''  but  no  obligations  or  restrictions 
are  imposed  upon  either,  nor  are  any  yiarties  or  uses 
designated  to  which  the  rent  shall  be  applied,  nor 
is  there  any  thing  in  the  act  to  prevent  the  applica- 
tion of  the  money  to  the  private  i)urposes  of  the  di- 
rectors, without  accountabilitv  to  anv  bodv.  Or,  thev 
"may  employ  teachers,  and  conduct  the  same  as  may 
best  suit  the  public  and  those  concerned;"  but  who 
are  meant  by  "the  public,"  and  "those  concerned,"  is 
left  to  conjecture.  The  power  to  "employ  teachers 
and  conduct  the  same,"  is  unreserved  and  absolute, 
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without  any  restrictions  upon  the  directors,  or  any 
accountability  on  their  part  to  the  people,  whose 
money  is  used  in  the  erection  of  the  buildings.  It  is 
not  stated  who  may  be  admitted  to  the  school  as 
pupils,  or  upon  what  condition;  nor  are  the  rights  of 
the  people,  embraced  in  the  territory,  in  any  manner 
defined.  No  intimation  is  given  as  to  what  kind  of 
schools  are  to  be  kept  in  the  buildings — whether  sec- 
tarian or  secular,  private  or  public — nor  whether  under 
the  general  school  law  or  otherwise.  Part  of  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  common  school  system  is  to  be  used  to 
secure  the  erection  of  the  buildings;  but,  further  than 
that,  the  school  system  is  wholly  ignored,  and  its  ben- 
efits, so  far  as  the  proposed  buildings  are  concerned, 
denied  to  the  citizens  who  are  compelled  to  aid  in  their 
erection.  The  bill  is  also  otherwise  crude  and  incon- 
gruous, uncertain  as  to  its  objects  and  operation,  and 
exceedingly  imperfect  in  its  details. 

For  these  reasons,  the  bill  cannot  receive  the  Execu- 
tive approval,  and  is  therefore  returned  for  re-con- 
sideration. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  ''A  Supplement  to  an  Act 
Entitled  "An  Act  to  Incorporate  the  Johnstown 
and  Scalp  Level  Turnpike  Road  Company/' 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisbrg,  March  17,  1859. 
Gentlemen: — 

I  RETURN  HEREWITH  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REP 
resentatives,  in  which  it  originated,  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  Act  (o 
incorporate  the  Johnstown  and  Scalp  Ix?vel  turnpike 
road  company,'  approved  the  17th  day  of  April,  1856/' 
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This  bill  provides  ^*That  the  rights,  powers  and  priv- 
ileges  conferred  upon  and  granted  to  the  Somerset 
and  Johnstown  plank  road  company,  by  the  sixth  sec- 
tion of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  entitled  ^\n 
Act  to  incorj)orate  the  Merchants'  and  Mechanics* 
mutual  insurance  company  of  Philadelphia/  and  for 
other  purposes,  approved  the  2d  day  of  January,  1853, 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  conferred  upon  and  granted 
to  the  Johnstown  and  Scalp  Level  turnpike  road  com- 
pany." 

By  referring  to  the  above  mentioned  act,  which,  how- 
ever, was  approved  on  the  2d  day  of  April,  1853,  in- 
stead of  the  2d  day  of  January,  1853,  it  will  be  found 
that  the  privilege  there  conferred,  or  attempted  to  be 
conferred,  on  the  Somerset  and  Johnstown  plank  road 
company,  and  which,  by  this  bill,  it  is  proposed  to 
extend  to  the  Johnstown  and  Scalp  Level  turnpike 
company,  was  the  right  to  collect  subscriptions  made 
to  its  capital  stock,  although  no  money  was  paid  on 
such  subscriptions  to  the  attending  commissioners  at 
the  time  the  subscriptions  wore  made. 

The  Johnstown  and  Scalp  Level  turnpike  road  com- 
pany was  incorporated  under  the  general  act  regulat- 
ing turnpike  apd  plank  road  companies,  the  first  sec- 
tion of  which  expressly  provides  that  every  person 
offering  to  subscribe  to  the  stock  of  any  such  com- 
pany, shall,  at  the  time  of  subscribing,  pay  to  the  com- 
missioners any  sum  not  less  than  one  dollar,  nor  more 
than  five  dollars,  as  shall  be  fixed  and  determined  by 
the  commissioners,  previous  to  the  opening  of  books, 
for  every  share  so  subscribed.  This  payment  was  a 
condition  precedent  without  which  no  valid  subscrip- 
tion could  be  made.  The  commissioners  had  no  power 
to  receive  a  subscription,  unless  it  was  accompanied 
by  the  payment  of  the  first  instalment;  and  any  pre- 
tended subscription,  without  such  payment,  was  a 
complete  nullity — binding  neither  the  company  nor  the 
subscriber.    Neither  party  could  eniorce  the  contract, 
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for,  in  fact,  no  contract  was  made.    Nor,  in  my  opinion, ' 
has  the  General  Assembly  the  power  to  give  validity 
to  past  transactions  of  this  character. 

In  a  message  which  I  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to 
the  last  General  Assembly,  in  returning  a  bill  without 
the  Executive  approval,  entitled  *'A  supplement  to 
an  act  to  incorporate  the  Fayette  County  railroad 
company,"  I  had  occasion  to  examine  a  similar  ques- 
tion somewhat  at  length.  The  message  referred  to 
may  be  found  in  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives for  1858,  page  805,  to  which  I  beg  leave  re- 
spectfully to  call  the  attention  of  the  Legislature.  For 
reasons  therein  stated,  as  well  as  those  herein  given, 
I  am  constrained  to  withhold  the  Executive  approval 
from  the  bill  under  consideration. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  **An  Act  Relating  lo  the 
Office  of  Register  of  Wills,  in  the  County  of  Dau- 
phin." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  18,  1859. 
Gentlemen : — 

A  BILL  HAS  BEEN  PRESENTED  FOR  MY  AP 
proval,  entitled  "An  Act  relating  to  the  oftice 
of  register  of  wills  in  the  county  of  Dau[)hin/' 
The  bill  provides,  "That  from  and  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  the  register  of  wills  for  the  county  of  Dauphin 
shall  perform  all  the  duties  and  receive  all  the  foes 
and  emoluments  pertaining  to  the  office  of  clerk  of  the 
orphans'  court  of  said  county;  and,  hereafter,  the 
qualified  electors  of  Dauphin  county  shall  elect  one 
person  to  fill  the  office  of  recorder  of  deeds,  and  one 
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person  to  fill  the  offices  of  register  of  wills  and  clerk 
of  the  orphans'  court." 

The  effect  of  the  proposed  enactment,  should  it  be- 
come a  law,  is  to  legislate  out  of  office  the  present 
clerk  of  the  orphans'  court,  who  was  elected  by  the 
people  of  Dauphin  county,  in  October,  1857,  and  whose 
commission,  consequently,  does  not  expire  until  De- 
cember, I860,  and  to  confer  the  office  upon  the  register 
of  wills,  who  has  never  been  elected  nor  commissioned 
as  clerk  of  the  orphans*  court.  This  cannot  be  done. 
There  are  but  two  methods  by  which  a  clerk  of  the 
orphans'  court  can  be  chosen  in  accordance  with  the 
Constitution  of  Pennsylvania.  The  one  is  an  elec- 
tion by  the  people,  and  the  other  an  appointment  by 
the  Governor,  to  fill  a  vacancy.  The  person  who  now 
holds  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  orphans'  court  for 
Dauphin  county,  is  entitled,  under  the  Constitution, 
and  bv  virtue  of  his  commission,  to  hold  it  for  the  term 
of  three  years  from  the  first  day  of  December,  1857, 
and  until  his  successor  shall  be  duly  qualified,  if 
he  shall  so  long  behave  himself  well.  A  successor 
cannot  be  duly  qualified  by  being  named  in  an  act  of 
Assembly,  nor  can  the  term  be  shortened  by  the  Leg- 
islature as  long  as  the  office  remains. 

A  bill  very  similar  to  the  one  now  under  considera- 
tion, entitled  "An  Act  to  consolidate  the  offices  of  reg- 
ister of  wills  and  clerk  of  the  orphans'  court  in  Lu- 
zerne county,"  was  returned  to  the  last  General  As- 
sembly, without  the  Executive  approval,  and,  as  my 
objections  to  the  bill  were  then  fully  stated,  I  respect- 
fully call  the  attention  of  the  T^egislature  to  that  com- 
munication, which  may  be  found  in  the  Journal  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  1858,  page  049. 

Believing  that  the  General  Assembly  is  prohibited 
by  the  Constitution  from  enacting  the  proposed  law, 
the  bill  is  herewith  returned  to  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, where  it  originated,  for  re-consideration. 

WM.  F.  PACKER.         ^ 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Provide  for  the 
Education  of  Certain  Common  School  Teachers  in 
Westminster  College,  New  Wilmington,  Lawrence 
County,  Pennsylvania." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrlsburg,  March  18,  1859. 
Gentlemen : — 

A  BILL  HAS  BEEN  PRESENTED  FOR  MY  Ap- 
proval, entitled  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the  edu- 
cation of  certain  common  school  teachers  in 
Westminster  college.  New  Wilmington,  Lancaster 
county,  Pennsylvania." 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  several  provi- 
sions of  the  bill,  I  have,  reluctantly,  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  is  mv  dutv  to  withhold  from  it  the 
Executive  sanction. 

The  proposition  is  that  the  Commonwealth  shall  ap- 
propriate to  the  Westminster  college  the  sum  of  twelve 
hundred  dollars  annually,  for  five  years,  to  be  applied 
to  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  professors  of  the 
institution,  and  that  for  said  appropriation  there  shall 
be  taught  for  the  same  period,  free  from  tuition  fees, 
not  less  than  fifty  nor  more  than  three  hundred  pupils, 
"in  all  the  branches  of  English  literature  and  science, 
and  in  the  art  of  teaching  and  government,"  to  be  se- 
lected by  the  county  superintendents  and  directors  of 
the  common  schools  .from  the  counties  of  Lawrence, 
Beaver,  Mercer,  Butler  and  Venango. 

The  first  objection  to  this  bill  is,  that  it  is,  in  my 
opinion,  a  retrograde  step  in  our  educational  career. 
An  attempt  to  return  to  the  abandoned  plan  of  having 
the  teachers  for  the  common  schools  prepared  in  some 
subordinate  department  appertaining  to  a  college. 
This  plan  was  tried  for  nearly  half  a  century,  in  this 
State,  and  the  result  was,  that,  as  a  class,  the  teachers 
of  the  State  were  sinking  year  after  year  into  more  un- 
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fitness,  and  to  a  greater  distance  from  that  standard 
of  acquirement  to  which  the  proposed  college  asso- 
ciation would  seem  to  entitle  them.  The  fact  beiug 
that  no  college  prepared  teachers  are  found  in  the 
common  schools,  nor  anj  having  college  connection, 
except  such  as  are  thus  earning  the  means  for  a  full 
college  course,  with  a  view  to  some  other  profession. 
A  plan  which  has  so  signally  failed  in  the  past,  holds 
out  no  promise  of  success  for  the  future. 

But  even  if  the  project  were  not  thus  marked  with 
past  failure,  it  would  still  be  more  than  questionable, 
as  a  departure  from  the  principle  of  the  Normal  school 
act  of  20th  May,  1857.  That  law  was  carefully  pre- 
pared, and  though  it  expressly  holds  out  the  promise 
of  no  State  aid,  in  a  pecuniary  form,  yet  it  impliedly 
pledges  the  State  to  the  integrity  of  the  plan,  to  the 
extent  of  giving  it  a  full  and  fair  trial,  without  let  or 
hindrance. 

Exclusive,  however,  of  the  previous  failure  of  the 
plan  for  educating  t(»achers  here  proposed,  and  of  its 
interference  with  the  Normal  school  law,  the  bill  is 
objectionable  on  account  of  its  partial  and  local  char- 
acter. It  is  not  believed  that  the  counties  named  in 
this  bill  have  stronger  claims  on  the  State,  or  greater 
necessities  for  the  training  of  their  teachers,  than  the 
rest  of  the  Commonwealth.  Other  propositions  of  a 
like  character,  it  is  true,  may  come  from  other  sec- 
tions, but  thev  cannot  be  so  numerous  as  to  embrace 
the  entire  State;  and  what  is  to  be  done  in  those  por- 
tions of  the  State  that  are  not  so  fortunate  as,  to 
contain  like  institutions  of  learning?  And  more  than 
this,  will  not  the  effect  of  this  process  of  piece-meal 
legislation  be  most  pernicious  to  our  educational  sys- 
tem itself — ^the  avoidance  of  which  in  the  past  has 
been  one  great  cause  of  its  success?  Any  departure 
from  the  unity  of  the  system  will  surely  bring  future 
evil.    The  worth  of  the  teacher  is  the  hope  of  the 
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system.  During  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  the 
common  school  has  been  working  its  way,  always  reg- 
ularly, though  mostly  noiselessly,  into  the  affections 
of  the  people,  and  to  its  place  amongst  the  great  in- 
stitutions of  the  State.  The  system  now  stands 
second  to  none  in  importance,  influence,  cost,  magni- 
tude and  consequence.  But  after  all,  it  is  not  its  two 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars  of  annual  cost,  its  six 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand  scholars,  its  ten 
thousand  directors,  or  its  eleven  thousand  school 
houses,  that  are  to  be  so  much  regarded  as  its  fourteen 
thousand  teachers.  If  these  be  not  rightly  prepared, 
duly  respected  and  properly  sustained,  the  rest  is 
little  better  than  useless  machinery  and  waste  ma- 
terial. In  this  light  the  qualifications  and  standing  of 
the  teacher  assume  their  true  magnitude.  He  should 
not  be  placed  in  the  questionable,  if  not  degraded, 
rank  of  a  beneficiary  amongst  those  who  pay  for  their 
instruction,  or  on  a  footing  with  preparatory  students, 
to  be  looked  down  on  by  thoso  engaged  in  the  higher 
branches.  The  teachers  of  the  youth  of  the  State 
should  not  enter  upon  their  mission  thus  depressed 
in  the  public  eye,  and  in  their  own  estimation,  but 
they  should  rather  go  forth  from  their  own  profes- 
sional institutions,  where  they  had  held  no  subordinate 
rank,  to  pour  the  elements  of  just  equality  and  manly 
self-reliance  into  the  character  of  our  youth. 

Again,  it  is  the  business  of  the  college  to  make 
scholars,  not  teachers.  No  college,  as  such,  under- 
takes to  train  physicians,  or  lawyers  or  divines.  This 
is  the  work  of  the  respective  professional  institutions. 
Why  then  should  it  assume  to  prepare  the  teacher? 

There  is  as  much  actual  difference  between  the 
ordinary  colh^ge-graduate  and  the  school  teacher,  as 
there  is  between  the  college-graduate  and  the  doctor, 
the  lawyer,  or  the  clergj-man.  The  most  eminent  and 
useful  professors  of  a  college  may  not  be  at  all  adapted 
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to  training  students  in  the  art  of*teaching,  and  it  is 
this  want  of  adaptation  in  the  college  course,  to  the 
due  preparation  of  the  teacher  of  the  common  school, 
that  has  caused  the  most  liberal  and  intelligent  gov- 
ernments in  Europe,  and  the  most  advanced  common 
school  States  of  this  Union,  to  expend  vast  sums  of 
money  in  establishing  Normal  schools,  for  the  strict 
professional  education  of  teachers. 

It  is  proper,  however,  to  say,  that  with  respect  to 
the  particular  institution  of  learning  named  in  the  bill, 
I  am  satisfied  that  it  sustains  a  very  high  character 
for  usefulness  in  its  several  departments,  and  that  it 
deserves  to  be  liberally  encouraged.  But,  for  these 
reasons,  viz:  That  the  plan  now  proposed  has  been 
heretofore  tried  and  has  failed;  that  it  is  a  virtual 
repeal  of  the  principle  of  the  act  of  20th  of  May,  1857; 
that  it  is  local  and  partial  in  its  nature;  that  it  is  cal- 
culated to  degrade  instead  of  elevating  the  profession 
of  teaching,  and  that  it  proposes  the  training  of  teach- 
ers in  institutions  not  adapted  to  the  purpose, — in  my 
opinion,  the  bill  should  not  become  a  law,  and,  accord- 
ingly, I  herewith  return  it  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, where  it  originated,  for  re-consideration. 

WM.  P.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  **An  Act  Relative  to  Whit- 
ney Street,  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia.'' 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  23,  1859. 
Gentlemen : — 

I  RETURN  HEREWITH  TO  THE  HOUSE  OP  REP- 
resentatives,  where  it  originated,  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  Act  relative  to  Whitney  strec^t,  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia." 
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The  bill  declarefeTthat  Whitney  street,  in  the  Second 
ward  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  shall  be  extended 
to  the  width  of  thirty  feet  from  the  north  line  of 
said  street,  as  laid  down  in  the  original  sarvey,  with 
a  provision,  that  in  the  opening  of  the  street  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  shall  not  be  liable  to  any  expense. 

I  can  only  repeat  the  objections  which  I  have  here- 
tofore frequently  stated  to  legislation  of  this  char- 
acter. 

Whether  particular  streets  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia should  he  opened,  vacated,  extended  or  widened, 
is  a  question  which  peculiarly  belongs  to  the  local 
tribunals  of  the  city.  Full  power  has  been  given  to 
the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  Philadelphia  city  and 
county  to  widen  streets,  upon  a  proper  application 
benig  made,  and  any  interference  in  particular  cases 
by  special  acts  of  Assembly,  is  not  only  unnecessary, 
but  almost  certain  to  prove  injurious  to  the  interests 
of  the  public,  by  disarranging  the  general  plan  for 
regulating  streets  adopted  by  the  city  authorities. 

There  is  a  special  objection  to  this  bill  growiug 
out  of  the  provision,  that  the  city  shall  be  at  on  ex- 
pense in  widening  said  street.  And  as  there  is  no  pro- 
vision made  for  ascertaining,  or  paying,  any  damages 
which  might  be  occasioned  by  the  change  in  the  width 
of  the  street,  it  would  appear  to  authorize  the  taking 
of  private  property  for  public  use,  without  making 
compensation  to  the  owner. 

For  these  reasons  I  am  induced  to  withhold  the  Ex- 
ecutive approval  from  the  bill,  and  return  it  for  re- 
consideration. 

WM.  F.  PACKEK. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  '*An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Philadelphia  City  Passenger  Railway  Com- 
pany. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  25,  1859. 
Gentlemen: — 

A  BILL  HAS  BEEN  PRESENTED  FOR  THE  Ex- 
ecutive approval,  entitled  "An  Act  to  incorpor- 
ate the  Philadelphia  City  Passenger  railway 
company." 

This  bill  proposes  to  authorize  the  incorporation  of 
a  company  with  power  to  construct  passenger  rail- 
ways upon  Chestnut  and  Walnut  streets,  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  upon  certain  terms  and  conditions  set 
forth  in  the  bill. 

The  streets  named  are  well  known  to  be  of  the  great- 
est importance  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  any 
legislation  affecting  them  should  be  carefully  con- 
sidered, well  matured,  and  only  adopted  upon  the 
clearest  evidence  that  it  is  in  accordance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  people  of  the  city,  and  particularly  of 
those  directly  and  immediately  interested  in  these 
great  thoroughfares.  Unlike  nearly  all  of  the  bills 
which  have  become  laws,  in  reference  to  passenger 
railways  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  one  under 
consideration  does  not  require  to  its  validity  the  as- 
sent of  the  local  legislature  of  the  city.  The  exclu- 
sion of  this  wise  provision  from  the  most  important 
bill  of  the  class,  is  of  more  than  doubtful  propriety. 

But  the  i>rincipal  objection,  in  my  opinion,  is  that 
the  General  Assembly,  at  its  last  session,  passed  an 
act  incorporating  a  company  with  power  to  occupy  the 
streets  referred  to  for  a  like  purpose.  The  act,  how- 
ever, contains  a  provision  that  it  should  not  go  into 
operation  until  the  assent  of  the  city  councils  had 
been  first  had  and  obtained.    Now  if  this  assent  has 
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been  withheld,  it  is  clear  evidence  that  the  body  whose 
province  it  is  more  immediately  to  regulate  and  con- 
trol the  streets  of  the  city,  are  unfavorable  to  this 
grant  of  power.  Whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the 
consent  of  the  councils  has  been  obtained,  and  the 
former  act  has  thereby  gone  into  operation,  I  know  of 
no  reason  why  that  act  should  be  repealed  and  the  pro- 
posed one  substituted  in  its  place  and  stead. 

For  these  reasons,  I  am  constrained  to  refuse  to  this 
biU  the  Executive  approval,  and  herewith  return  it 
for  re-consideration,  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
where  it  originated. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  '*An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Harrisburg  Female  Seminary." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  30,  1850. 
Gentlemen: — 

I      RETURN     HEREWITH     TO     THE     SENATE, 
where  it  originated,  a  bill,  entitled  *'A  further 
supplement  to  the  act  to  incorporate  the  Harris- 
burg female  seminary." 

It  is  proposed  by  the  bill  under  consideration,  to 
exempt  the  building  and  lot  of  ground,  with  the  appur- 
tenanc(*s,  situate  in  the  borough  of  Harrisburg,  occu- 
pied by  the  Harrisburg  female  seminary,  from  taxa- 
tion, so  long  as  the  same  shall  be  used  and  oc(!upi(Hl 
as  su<'h  seminarv. 

Th(*  buihling  and  lot  referred  to,  are  private  prop- 
erty, h(»ld  by  individual  owners,  and  leased  for  the 
f)ur|K)HeM  of  a  seminary.  To  exempt  such  prop(»rty 
from  taxation  is  virtually  to  add  the  amount  of  the 
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annual  tax  to  its  rental;  but,  were  it  otherwise,  and 
were  it  certain  that  the  passage  of  the  bill  would 
benefit  the  institution,  alone,  public  policy,  in  ray 
opinion,  forbids  its  enactment.  As  a  general  rule, 
all  private  property  in  the  State  should  be  subject  to 
taxation — and,  especially,  when  it  is  used  for  private 
purposes.  If  an  exception  be  made,  it  should  be  gen- 
eral, and  embrace  all  private  property  similarly  occu- 
pied. To  exempt  this  particular  i)roperty  from  tax- 
ation, and  to  tax  property  used  and  occupied  in  like 
manner  by  others,  would  be  unequal  and  therefore 
unjust. 

My  views  on  this  subject  were  communicated  to  the 
General  Assembly  at  its  present  session,  in  returning, 
with  my  objections,  a  bill  passed  by  the  last  T^egisla- 
ture,  within  ten  days  of  its  adjournment,  entitled  "An 
Act  to  exempt  certain  school  property  from  taxation/' 
to  be  found  on  the  twentieth  page  of  the  Legislative 
Record.  Inasmuch  as  my  views  remain  unchanged, 
I  am  constrained,  by  a  sense  of  duty,  to  return  this  bill, 
without  the  Executive  approval,  for  re-consideration. 

WM.  P.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  ''An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Mont  Alto  Iron  Company/' 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  31,  1859. 
Gentlemen: — 

THE  BILL,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  INCORPOR- 
ate  the  Mont  Alto  iron  company,"  is  herewith  re- 
turned, without  the  Executive  approval,  to  the 
Senate,  where  it  originated,  for  re-consideration. 
The  object  of  the  bill  is  to  incorporate  a  company 
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for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  iron,  with  a  capital 
of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  located  at  Mont 
Alto,  in  Franklin  county. 

The  bill  is  objectionable  in  many  of  its  features:  such 
as  the  limited  individual  responsibility  of  the  stock- 
holders: the  long  postponement  of  the  payment  of  the 
bonus  to  the  State;  but  the  principal  objection  con- 
sists in  the  special  character  of  the  proposed  legisla- 
tion. 

Under  the  general  manufacturing  law,  approved 
April  7th,  1849,  ample  provision  has  been  made  for  the 
incorporation  of  companies  to  manufacture  iron;  and 
there  is,  consequently,  no  necessity  for  a  special  act  of 
incorporation  for  such  a  purpose.  It  is  believed  that 
the  general  law  is,  in  the  main,  well  adapted  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  those  who  desire  to  associate  to- 
gether, under  a  corporate  name,  to  carry  on  manufac- 
turing or  mining  operations,  while,  at  the  same  time, 
in  some  degree  at  least,  its  provisions  are  calculated 
to  protect  the  community  at  Itirgo  from  losses  likely 
to  arise  from  business  transaciioiis  with  corporations 
whose  individual  members  are  not  personally  liable 
to  make  good  its  contracts  and  engagements.  If,  how- 
ever, the  general  law  is  defective,  it  will  afford  the 
Executive  great  pleasure  to  n!iit(^  with  the  other 
branches  of  the  law-making  power  in  extending,  amend- 
ing or  regulating  its  provisions  in  such  manner  as  to 
render  it  acceptable  to  those  desirous  of  investing 
their  capital  in  the  business  of  mining  or  manufactur- 
ing in  this  Commonwealth.  A  resort  to  special  leg- 
islation, instead  of  improving  the  general  law,  is  cer- 
tainly not  to  be  encouraged. 

Tn  stating  my  objections  to  this  species  of  legislation, 
I  have  but  to  reiterate  what  I  have  heretofore  said  to 
the  General  Assembly  in  returning  similar  bills  for 
re-consideration.  I,  therefore,  repeat  that  where  a 
bill  is  confined  to  a  single  locality,  or  is  limited,  in 
its  application,  to  a  particular  company,  it  is  not  likely 
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to  receive,  at  the  hands  of  the  Legislature,  that  con- 
sideration which  is  given  to  a  general  bill;  and,  con- 
sequently, it  often  happens  that  powers  are  granted 
which  should  be  withheld,  and  restrictions  omitted 
which  ought  to  be  imposed.  As  each  corporation  has 
a  law  of  its  own,  there  is  neither  uniformity  nor 
equality  in  what  is  conferred,  or  what  is  prohibited. 
Hence,  that  which  one  corporation  may  do  with  im- 
punity, is  expressly  forbidden  to  another  of  the  same 
character.  Another  evil  grows  out  of  the  defective 
machinery  provided  for  the  practical  operations  of 
companies  organized  under  special  laws.  Frequent 
occasion  is  thereby  given  for  the  supplementaryracts, 
which  fill  our  statute  books,  although  of  no  public 
interest,  and  occupy  a  large  portion  of  the  time  and 
attention  of  the  General  Assembly  and  the  Executive. 
It  is  a  public  grievancie  that  so  much  of  the  time  of 
the  several  departments  of  the  Government  should 
be  diverted  from  the  performance  of  other  important 
public  duties,  and  consumed  upon  acts  of  this  char- 
acter. If  it  were  necessary  to  suffer  these  acknowl- 
edged evils,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  greater  good 
to  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth,  then  it  might  be 
proper  to  submit  to  them  without  a  murmur.  But  it 
is  not  necessary.  All  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
associated  capital,  may  be  secured  by  a  law  general  in 
its  provisions,  extending  equally  over  the  entire  State, 
and  applicable  to  every  citizen  desiring  its  advantages. 
But,  aside  from  this,  my  firm  conviction  is,  that  the 
evils  attendant  upon  granting  corporate  powers  and 
privileges  for  manufacturing  and  mining  purposes, 
are  nearly,  if  not  entirely,  equal  to  the  benefits  to 
be  derived  from  that  source.  That  individual  capital 
and  individual  enterprize,  under  the  restraints  of  in- 
dividual liability,  are  fully  competent  to  the  successful 
prosecution  of  those  industrial  pursuits,  has  been 
clearly  established  by  the  experience  of  the  past.    And 
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1  that  capital  and  that  enterprize,  maiuly  rest  oof 
?fi  of  suri'ess  iQ  thf  future, 

Qtertaiiiing  these  views,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty 
itbhuld  the  Executive  approval  from  the  bill  under 
lideration,  and  all  olbers  of  a  Biiuilar  character, 
WM.  F.  PACKER. 


the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Eastern  Iron  Company." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  31,  1859. 
Jiitlemen: — 

lEltEW'lTH  KETIIRX  TO  THE  SENATE,  IN 
■which  it  originated,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  Act  to 
incorporate  the  Eastern  iroo  company,"  without 
Executive  approval. 

avinK  stated  my  objections  to  a  Bimilar  bill,  Bome- 
t  at  lengtli,  in  a  messaRe  to  the  Senate  and  House 
epreaentatives  of  this  date,  returning  without  my 
oval,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the 
t  Alto  iron  company,"  I  respectfully  refer  you  to 
communication  for  my  reasons  for  declining  to  ap- 
e  of  this  bill. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Ario  Iron  Company." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  31,  1859. 
•ntlemen: — 

lEREWITH  RETURN  TO  THE  SENATE,  IN 
which  it  originated,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  Act  to 
incorporate  the  Ario  iron  company,"  without  the 
;utive  approral. 
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Having  stated  my  objection  to  a  similar  bill,  some- 
what at  length,  in  a  message  to  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  this  date,  returning  without  my 
approval,  the  bill,  entitled  **An  Act  to  incorporate  the 
Mont  Alto  iron  company,"  I  respectfully  refer  you  to 
that  communication  for  my  reasons  for  declining  to 
approve  of  this  bill. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  **An  Act  to  Widen  the 
Eastern  Extension  of  Third  Street,  in  the  Town 
of  Bloomsburg,  Columbia  County.'' 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  31,  1859. 
Gentlemen : — 

A  BILL  HAS  BEEN  PRESENTED  FOR  MY  CON- 
sideration,  entitled  "An  Act  to  widen  the  east- 
ern extension  of  Third  street,  in  the  town  of 
Bloomsburg,  Columbia  county." 

The  bill  authorizes  the  supervisors  of  the  township 
of  Bloom,  in  the  county  of  Columbia,  to  widen  the  east- 
ern  extension  of  Third  street,  in  the  town  of  Blooms- 
burg, so  as  to  make  the  same  thirty-three  feet  in  width, 
in  accordance  with  a  certain  report  filed  in  the  court 
of  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  in  Columbia  county, 
on  the  5th  day  of  December,  1855  . 

The  power  to  authorize  the  supervisors  of  Bloom 
township  to  widen  the  street  named  in  this  bill,  un- 
questionably exists  in  the  court  of  quarter  sessions 
of  Columbia  county.  If  it  be  proper  to  widen  the 
street,  that  court  will  undoubtedly  make  the  neces- 
sary order  for  that  purpose,  upon  a  proper  applica- 
tion; but,  if  in  view  of  all  the  facts  bearing  on  the 
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question,  the  court  has  refused  to  grant  the  order,  I 
am  clear  that  the  Legislature  ought  not  to  interfere. 
I  have  invariably  declined  to  approve  bills  of  this 
character,  where  the  remedy  could  be  obtained  at  the 
hands  of  the  proper  local  tribunals.  The  bill  is  there- 
fore returned  to  the  Senate,  where  it  originated,  with- 
out my  approval,  for  re-consideration. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  *'An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Fall  Brook  Coal  Company." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  April  4,  1859. 
Gentlemen : — 

THE  BILL,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  INCORPOR- 
ate  the  Fall  Brook  coal  company,"  is  herewith 
returned,  without  the  Executive  approval,  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  where  it  originated,  for  re- 
consideration. 

This  bill  proposes  to  confer  on  certain  persons,  there- 
in named,  corporate  powers,  with  the  right  to  hold 
land  in  certain  townships  in  the  county  of  Tioga,  not 
exceeding  six  thousand  acres  at  any  one  time,  and  with 
the  privilege  of  selling  and  exchanging  such  personal 
property  as  may  be  useful  and  convenient  in  tlieir 
business.  It  further  proposes  to  authorize  the  com- 
pany, when  incorporated,  to  build  a  railroad,  not  ex- 
ceeding fifteen  miles  in  length,  from  any  portion  of 
its  lands  to  connect  with  any  other  railroad.  In  ad- 
dition to  these  privileges,  the  second  section  of  the 
bill  provides:  **That  the  said  company  shall  have 
the  right  also  to  mine  and  prepare  for  market  coal, 
iron  ore,  fire-clay  and  other  minerals  of  their  lands; 
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to  manufacture  iron,  fire-brick,  mineral  oil  and  other 
products  of  their  minerals  or  lands,  and  to  transport 
them  to  market  and  dispose  of  them;  and  to  lease,  sell 
and  convey  their  land  and  the  minerals  thereof,  and 
to  make  all  such  improvements  and  erections  as  may 
be  deemed  necessary  for  their  interests." 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  proposed  corporation, 
although  a  close  one  and  called  a  coal  company,  would 
in  reality  be  a  railroad  company,  a  manufacturing 
company  and  a  mining  company,  with  power  to  buy 
and  sell  all  kinds  of  personal  property  that  might  be 
useful  and  convenient  in  its  business,  and  to  buy  and 
sell  lands  without  limit,  except  that  it  shall  not  hold 
more  than  six  thousand  acres  at  one  and  the  same  time. 
Notwithstanding  the.  unusual  and  extraordinary  pow- 
ers which  the  bill  proposes  to  confer  on  the  corpor- 
ators, most  of  the  restrictions  contained  in  our  gen- 
eral manufacturing  act  are  omitted,  and  the  individual 
liability  of  the  stockholders  is  limited  to  debts  due 
mechanics,  workmen  and  laborers,  and  for  produce 
furnished  to  the  company,  while  the  general  law  makes 
the  stockholders  individually  liable  for  *^debts  due  to 
miners,  quan*ymen  and  other  laborers,  and  for  ma- 
chinery, provisions,  merchandize,  country  produce  and 
materials  furnished  for  such  companies  respectively.'' 

That  portion  of  the  bill  under  consideration,  which 
proposes  to  authorize  the  construction  of  a  railroad, 
is  unobjectionable,  but  if  the  corporators  named  desire 
corporate  powers  for  raining  or  manufacturing  opera- 
tions in  this  Commonwealthj  they  should  be  confined  to 
the  general  law  for  all  such  cases.  The  purchase  and 
sale  of  real  and  personal  property,  except  so  far  as 
it  may  be  a  necessary  incident  to  powers  granted  to 
a  corporation,  should  be  left  entirely  to  individual  ac- 
tion and  competition. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  as  two  of  the  three  cor- 
porators are  residents  of  another  State,  the  general 
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manDfaetaring  act  would  not  meet  the  requirements 
of  this  particular  application;  but  this  suggestion  is 
met  by  the  fact  that  our  general  law  authorizing  the 
association  of  any  five  or  more  persons  for  mining  or 
manufacturing  purposes,  without  regard  to  residence, 
requiring  that  a  majority  of  the  directors  only,  shall 
be  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth.  There  is  surely 
no  hardship  in  this  provision — and  if  we  give  to  cit- 
izens of  other  States  the  same  facilities  for  forming 
corporate  associations  that  are  furnished  to  our  own, 
we  cannot  justly  be  subject  to  the  charge  of  illiberality. 
My  views  upon  the  impolicy  of  incorporating  manu- 
facturing or  mining  companies,  by  special  enactment, 
have  been  heretofore  fully  communicated  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  and  as  they  remain  unchanged,  con- 
sistency, as  well  as  a  sense  of  public  duty,  require  that 
I  should  withhold  the  Executive  approval  from  the  bill 
under  consideration. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  ''An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  California  Seminary  of  Washington  County.'' 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  April  4,  1859. 
Gentlemen: — 

IHEUEWITII  RETURN,  WITHOUT  THE  EXEC^U- 
tive  approval,  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in 
which  it  originated,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  Act  to 
incorporate  the  California  seminary  of  Washington 
county." 

This  bill  proposes  to  combine  the  three-fold  func- 
tions of  the  common  schools,  an  endowed  private  sem- 
inary, and  a  State  Normal  school;  and  is  objection- 
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able  because,  first,  its  provisions  are  inconsistent  with 
each  other  and  with  the  common  school  law,  as  w^ell 
as  the  general  law  in  regard  to  State  Normal  schools; 
and  second,  the  practical  operation  of  the  bill  would 
be  subversive  of  the  interests  and  prosperity  of  the 
common  schools  of  the  borough  of  California,  and  of 
the  rights  and  interests  of  the  people  of  the  Tenth 
Normal  district,  under  the  act  establishing  Normal 
schools. 

The  first  section  transfers  the  seminary  to  the  man- 
agement of  a  board  of  trustees  and  the  school  direct- 
ors of  the  borough  of  California.  This  would  open 
a  door  to  conflicts  of  jurisdiction  which  cannot  but 
prove  injurious,  and  would  permit  interference  with 
the  common  schools  of  the  district  on  the  part  of  the 
trustees  of  the  seminary,  and  give  them  a  share  in 
the  control  of  the  common  schools,  which  is  and  should 
be  vested  exclusively  in  the  board  of  school  directors. 
Whatever  protection  this  section  may  seem  to  secure 
to  the  common  schools,  by  equalizing  the  number  of 
trustees  and  directors,  is  lost  by  the  fact  that  a  ma- 
jority of  the  whole  number  shall  constitute  a  quorum 
for  the  transaction  of  business;  consequently,  at  any 
meeting  in  which  there  are  more  trustees  than  di- 
rectors present,  the  directors  may  be  out-voted,  and 
their  authority  overruled.  The  authority  of  the  di- 
rectors is  made  still  more  doubtful  by  the  provisions 
of  the  fifth  section;  that  each  board  of  trustees  and 
directors  shall  have  a  vote  in  the  management  of  the 
corporation,  according  to  the  several  sums  they  have 
contributed — a  rule  of  action,  which,  so  far  as  ap- 
pears from  the  bill,  is  uncertain  now,  and  may  be  fluc- 
tuating and  dangerous  hereafter.  The  tenth  section 
makes  an  unconditional  surrender  of  the  common 
schools  as  model  classes  for  the  Normal  school,  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  board  of  directors,  or  any  control 
on  their  part,  or  any  other  reservation  whatever  to 
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protect  the  rights  and  interests  of  such  schools.  The 
seventeenth  section  contains  compulsory  provisions, 
with  regard  to  the  tuition  of  the  common  school  pupils, 
incompatible  with  the  municipal  independence  of  the 
California  school  district,  and  the  sound  discretion  of 
the  board  of  school  directors,  under  the  terms  of  the 
general  law;  and  the  eighteenth  section  authorizes  the 
entire  transfer,  of  the  common  school  fund,  and  the 
virtual  extinguishment  of  the  common  schools,  for  the 
benefit  of  that  portion  of  the  corporation  known  in  the 
bill  as  the  seminary. 

The  bill  is  no  less  objectionable  in  its  other  features. 
It  recognizes  the  California  seminary  as  the  State 
Normal  school  for  the  tenth  district,  under  the  Normal 
school  act;  but  without  furnishing  any  evidence  that 
Its  resources  and  organization  are  equal  to  the  require- 
ments of  that  act  or  any  guaranty  that  they  will  be 
hereafter.  It  manifestly  is  not  yet  ready  for  recogni- 
tion under  the  terms  of  the  general  act,  and  it  is  evi- 
dent from  the  property  limitation  in  the  fifteenth  sec- 
tion, and  in  the  proviso  of  the  first  section,  that  it 
will  not  be  able  to  subserve  the  purposes  of  the  Normal 
act,  or  confer  the  benefits  which  it  contemplates.  The 
terms  of  the  deed  of  conveyance  to  the  contributors, 
trustees,  &c.,  in  trust,  are  not  recited  in  the  bill; 
it  is  therefore  possible,  if  not  probable,  that  they  are 
not  consistent  with  the  terms  of  the  Normal  act  and 
with  the  ninth  section  of  the  bill.     Other  sections  are 

m 

modifications,  but  not  improvements,  of  the  Normal 
act;  and  while'they  would  be  injudicious  in  a  general 
law,  are  liable  to  the  further  objection,  that  they  are 
made  to  apply  to  a  single  district,  and,  while  lowering; 
the  educational  standard,  interfere  with  the  uniform- 
ity of  the  State  Normal  system. 

There  is  no  apparent  reason  why  the  Tenth  Normal 
district  should  be  organized  under  a  special  law,  nor 
why  the  California  seminary  should  be  recognized  as 
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the  Normal  school  for  that  district,  before  it  has  been 
properly  organized  and  established  nnder  the  general 
law.  If  this  district  and  semioary  may  be  thus  recog- 
nized, every  other  district  and  eimilar  institntioD  of 
learning  may  justly  claim  the  same  favor  at  the  hands 
of  the  Legislature;  and  in  this  event,  all  hope  of  es- 
tablishing State  Normal  schools,  nniform  in  their  char- 
acter, and  eqnal  to  the  growing  wants  of  the  Common- 
wealth, would  be  at  an  end.  The  importance  of  the 
common  schools  of  the  State  cannot  be  over-estimated. 
l%ey  are  fast  assuming  the  front  rank  among  onr  great 
iostitntionB.  To  them  alone  can  the  large  majority 
of  onr  children  look  for  that  education  which  is  to  fit 
them  for  the  purposes  of  life  and  the  duties  of  citizen- 
ship. 

The  imperious  want  of  the  common  schools  is  prop- 
erly trained  teachers.  It  is  the  settled  conviction  of 
the  educational  world,  that  these  can  best  be  foroished 
by  iostitntionB  set  apart  for  that  particular  purpose. 
In  harmony  with  our  own  wants,  and  the  experience 
of  the  past,  here  and  elsewhere,  a  Normal  school  sys- 
tem has  been  inaugurated,  that,  with  proper  encour- 
agement, will,  in  my  opinion,  fully  answer  the  end 
of  its  establishment;  and  hence  any  interference  with 
the  general  plan,  by  special  legislation,  would  be  not 
only  unwise,  but  pernicious.  Modifications,  in  some 
of  its  minor  details,  may  be  necessary  to  enable  the 
Normal  act  to  go  into  early  operation;  but  these  should 
be  made  by  a  general  law,  and  not  by  special  enact- 
ments. 

^\-M.  F.  PACKER. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Authorizing  the 
Collection  of  Taxes  for  the  Support  of  the  Poor  in 
the  Counties  of  Tioga,  Potter  and  Northumber- 
land, from  Unseated  Lands/' 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  April  13,  1859. 
Gentlemen: — 

I  RETURN  HEREWITH,  WITHOUT  THE  EXECU- 
tive  approval,  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in 
which  it  originated,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing the  collection  of  taxes  for  the  support  of  the 
poor  in  the  counties  of  Tioga,  Potter  and  Northumber- 
land, from  unseated  lands." 

The  bill  proposes  to  authorize  the  poormasters  of 
the  several  townships  in  the  above  named  counties,  to 
levj  in  their  respective  townships  a  poor  tax  on  un- 
seated lands,  and  to  collect  the  same  as  other  taxes  are 
now  collected  from  such  lands. 

I  cannot  approve  this  bill,  because,  should  it  become 
a  law,  it  will  introduce  into  three  of  the  counties  of 
this  Commonwealth,  a  species  of  taxation  unknown  to 
the  remainder  of  the  State.  Our  tax  laws  should,  as 
far  as  practicable,  be  uniform,  general  and  equal. 
Like  property  should  be  taxable  for  like  purposes  in 
all  the  counties  of  the  State.  Bills  general  in  their 
character,  thus  imposing  burdens  on  any  class  of  the 
community,  will  then  receive  such  attention  from  the 
law-making  power  as  their  importance  demands.  Con- 
sidering this  bill  an  innovation  in  our  system  of  taxa- 
tion, calculated  as  a  precedent  to  prove  injurious  in  the 
future,  in  my  opinion  it  ought  not  to  become  a  law. 
It  is,  moreover,  by  no  means  clear  that  any  additional 
taxes  should  be  imposed  upon  unseated  land  and  there- 
fore unproductive  property.  It  is  believed  that  the 
unseated  lands  in  the  several  counties,  already  pay 
their  full  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  the  local  gov- 
ernments. 

WM.  P.  PACKER. 
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Proclamation  of  the  Cancellation  of  One  Million  One 
Hundred  and  Thirty-Seven  Thousand  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fifty-Five  Dollars  of  the  Principal  Debt 
of  the  Commonwealth  Through  the  Sinking  Fund. 
PennHylvania,  bb. 
[Signed]     Wm.  F.  Packer. 

[X    THE    NAME    AND   BY 
the  authority  of  the  Com- 
monwealth  of  I'enoBylva- 
i.     WILLIAM  F.  PACKER, 
iveinor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth, 
A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  by  tbe  third  section  of  the 
^  act  of  the  General  Assemhly  of  the 
Commonwealth,  passed  tbe  22Dd  day 
Blof  April,  A.  D.  1858.  entitled  "An  act 
'  to  establiBhing  a  Sinking  fund  for  the 
[!ient  of  tbe  public  debt,  it  is  made 
the  duty  of  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Commonwealth,  the  Au- 
ditor (ienei-al  and  State  Treasurer.  Commissioners  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  created  by  the  eaid  act  of  Assembly, 
on  the  first  Monday  of  September,  A.  D.  185!>,  and  on 
the  same  day  anoually  thereafter,  to  report  and  certify 
to  the  Governor,  the  amount  received  under  the  said 
act,  the  amount  of  interest  paid,  and  tbe  amount  of 
the  debt  of  the  Commonwealth  redeemed  and  held  by 
them:  Whereupon  the  (Sovemor  shall  direct  the  cer- 
tificates representing  tlie  same  to  be  cancelled,  and 
on  such  cancellation  issue  his  proclamation,  stating 
(he  fact  and  the  extingnishmeut  and  final  discharge 
of  so  much  of  the  principal  of  said  debt. 

And  Whereas  hy  the  ninety-eighth  section  of  the  act 
of  the  General  Assembly  passed  the  19th  day  of  April, 
,\,  T).  1853,  entitled  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the  ordinary 
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expenses  of  ^overnmeDt/'  it  is  provided  that  there- 
after the  receipts  to  the  Sinking  Fund  to  the  amount 
that  may  be  necessary  to  cancel  the  relief  issues  now 
in  circulation,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the 
4th  of  May,  A.  D.  1841,  and  the  reissues  under  the  act 
of  the  10th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1849,  shall  be  applied 
toward  the  cancellation  of  said  issues. 

And  Whereas  William  M.  Hiester,  Jacob  Fry,  Jr., 
and  Eli  Slifer,  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
in  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  law,  repott  and 
certifv  to  me  that  the  debt  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  redeemed  and  held  by  them  from  the 
30th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1857,  to  the  5th  day  of 
September,  A.  D.  1859,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  one  mil- 
lion one  hundred  and  thii-l^y-seven  thousand,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five  dollars  and  thirty-six  cents,  made 
up  as  follows: 

Certificates  of  Stock  Loan  of 
11th    April,    1848,    6    per 

cent., 144,550  00 

Certificates  of  Stock  Iy)ans 
of   various    dates,    5    per 

cent., 1,047,238  26 

Relief  Issues  cancelled,  ....        41,071  00 
Interest  Certificates  of  vari- 
ous dates  redeemed 4,296  10 

11,137,155  36 


Now  Thef'efore,  as  required  by  the  third  section  of 
the  Act  of  Assembly  aforesaid,  I  do  hereby  issue  this 
my  proclamation,  declaring  the  payment,  concellation, 
extinguishment  and  final  discharge  of  one  million  one 
hundred  and  thirtv-seven  thousand,  one  hundred  and 
fifty-five  dollars,  and  thirty-six  cents,  of  the  principal 
of  the  debt  of  the  Commonwealth,  including  Forty-one 
thousand  and  Seventv-one  dollars  of  the  relief  issues, 
which  have  been  cancelled  and  destroyed  as  author- 
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expenses  of  government/'  it  is  provided  that  there- 
after the  receipts  to  the  Sinking  Fund  to  the  amount 
that  may  be  necessary  to  cancel  the  relief  issues  now 
in  circulation,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the 
4th  of  May,  A.  D.  1841,  and  the  reissues  under  the  act 
of  the  10th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1849,  shall  be  applied 
toward  the  cancellation  of  said  issues. 

And  Whereas  William  M.  Hiester,  Jacob  Fry,  Jr., 
and  Eli  Slifer,  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
in  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  law,  repoft  and 
certify  to  me  that  the  debt  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  redeemed  and  held  by  them  from  the 
30th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1857,  to  the  5th  day  of 
September,  A.  D.  1859,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  one  mil- 
lion one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  thousand,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five  dollars  and  thirty-six  cents,  made 
up  as  follows: 
Certificates  of  Stock  Loan  of 
11th    April,    1848,    6   per 

cent., 144,550  00 

Certificates  of  Stock  Jjoans 
of   various    dates,    5    per 

cent., 1,047,238  26 

Relief  Issues  cancelled 41,071  00 

Interest  Certificates  of  vari- 
ous dates  redeemed 4,296  10 

11,137,155  36 


Now  Thefvfore,  as  required  by  the  third  section  of 
the  Act  of  Assembly  aforesaid,  I  do  hereby  issue  this 
my  proclamation,  declaring  the  payment,  concellation, 
extinguishment  and  final  discharge  of  one  million  one 
hundred  and  thirtv-seven  thousand,  one  hundred  and 
fifty-five  dollars,  and  thirty-six  cents,  of  the  principal 
of  the  debt  of  the  Commonwealth,  including  Forty-one 
thousand  and  Seventy-one  dollars  of  the  relief  issues, 
which  have  been  cancelled  and  destroved  as  author- 
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ized  bj  the  Ninety-eighth  section  of  the  act  of  19th  of 
April,  A.  D.  one  thoosand  eight  bnndred  and  fifty- 
three. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg  this  Nineteenth  day  of  September, 
A.  D.  1859,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  eighty- 
fourth. 

By  the  Governor: 

Wm.  M.  HiCHter, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Proclamation  of  a  Day  of  Tlianksgiving. — 1859. 
Pennsylvania,  as. 

|N    THE    NAME     AND    BY 
tlie  aiilhority  of  tlio  Com- 
monwealth  of   I'ennaylva- 
.     WILLIAM  F.  PACKER, 
vcmnr  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A    PROCLAMATION. 

Fellow  Citizens: — The  blessings  vouchsafed  by  a 
kind  Providence  through  the  past  year,  demand  onr 
grateful  recognition,  and  again  rail  for  the  aarriflce 
of  thanksgiving  and  praise.  Under  the  protection  of 
a  government  that  secures +0  all  equal  righls,  we  have 
pursued,  unmolested,  the  various  avocations  of  life, 
with  more  than  usual  prosperity.  The  earth,  under 
the  labors  of  the  husbandman,  has  yielded  her  increase, 
and  our  barns  and  store-houses  are  crowded  with  the 
fruits  of  the  harvest.  We  have  not  only  been  pre- 
served from  (he  ravages  of 'the  pestilence,  but  the  past 
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has  been  a  year  distinguisbed  for  health  in  our  large 
cilifs  and  througbont  all  our  rural  diatricts.  Our 
rouiitiv  haB  been  preBcrved  in  peace.  Our  homes  have 
i-eei)  the  abodes  of  tranquility,  and  blessings  innutner- 
ablf  liave  clustered  around  our  donieBtic  boarths.  Our 
various  schools  and  seminaries  of  learning  are  diffus- 
ing throughout  our  community  a  higher  intelligence, 
and  Luipartiug  to  our  youth  nobler  aspirations. — The 
institutions  of  our  holy  religion  are  well  sustained; 
and  under  its  pure  and  genial  influence  the  spirit  of 
unity  and  love,  the  earnest  of  yet  better  days,  is  most 
happily  developed.  To  God,  the  Great  and  the  Good, 
we  are  indebted  for  all.  and  to  Him  le-t  praise  be  rend- 
ered. 

With  these  sentiments,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
known  wishes  of  many  of  my  fellow  citizens,  I,  WII/- 
1,1AM  F.  I'ACKEH,  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania,  do  hereby  iippoint 
Thursday,  the  Twenty-fourth  day  of  November  next, 
As  a  day  of  General  Thanksgiving  and  Praise  to  Al- 
mighty God,  aud  recommend  to  all  our  people  to  lay 
aside,  on  that  day,  their  customary  worldly  business — 
assemble  in  their  respeetive  places  of  worship,  and 
unite  in  praising  God  for  His  excellent  greatness  and 
loving  kindness  toward  us — beseeching  His  gracious 
forjjifPTi^Rs,  and  the  continuance  of  bis  goodness. 

Given  under  my  Hand  aud  the  Great 
.  Seal  of  the  State,  at  Ilarrisburg,  this 
^fourteenth  day  of  October,  in  the  year 
)ur  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
F  drcd  and  fifty  nine,  and  of  the  Com- 
monwealth Hie  eiglity-fourtb. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 
Hy  the  Governor: 

Wni.  3f.  Hiester, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly. — 1860. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  4,  1860. 
Gentlemen : — 

IN  COMPLYING  WITH  THAT  PROVISION  OF 
the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  which  makes  it 
the  duty  of  the  Governor,  from  time  to  tiuie,  to 
give  to  the  General  Assembly  information  of  the  state 
of  the  Commonwealth,  I  am  most  happy,  on  this  occa- 
sion, again  to  congratulate  the  representatives  of  the 
people  upon  the  highly  favorable  condition  of  the 
finances  of  the  State. 

The  receipts  at  the  State  Treasury,  from  all  eources, 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  November, 
1859,  were  13,826,350.14,  to  which  add  balance  in  Treas- 
ury, December  1,  1858,  1892,027.76,  and  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  whole  sum  available  for  the  year,  was  $4,718,- 
377.90.  The  expenditures,  for  all  purposes,  during  the 
same  period,  w^ere  13,879,054.81.  Leaving  an  available 
balance  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st  day  of  December, 
1859,  of  1839,323.09.  Included  in  the  expenditures 
for  the  fiscal  year,  are  the  following  sums,  viz: 

Loans  redeemed, 1840,302  30 

Relief  notes  cancelled,  4,137  00 

Interest  certificates  paid, 4,843  00 

Making  of  the  public  debt  actually 
paid,  during  the  year,  the  sum  of,. .  $849,282  60 

The  funded  and  unfunded  debt  of  the  Common- 
wealth, on  the  1st  day  of  December,  1858,  was  as  fol- 
lows: 


Funded  Debt. 
6  per  cent,  loans,  $445,180  00 


I 
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5  *  Do.,    38,420,905  67 

4^      Do.,    388,200  00 

4  Do.,    100,000  00 

Total  funded  debt, 139,354,285  67 

Unfunded  Debt. 

Relief  notes  outstanding, |105,350  00 

Interest  certificates,   23,357  12 

Do.      do.      unclaimed, 4,448  38 

Domestic  creditors,  802  50 

Total  unfunded  debt, |133,958  00 

Making  the  entire  debt  of  the  Commonwealth,  at  the 
period  named,  $39,488,243.67. 

The  funded  and  unfunded  debt  of  the  State,  at  the 
close  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  December  1, 1859,  stood  as 
follows: 

Funded  Debt. 

6  per  cent,  loans, $400,080  00 

5  Do.,     37,025,153  37 

^      Do.,    388,200  00 

4        Do.,    100,000  00 

Total  funded  debt, f38,513,983  37 

Unfunded  Debt. 

Relief  note»  in  circulation, ?1 01,213  00 

Interest  certificates  outstanding,  . . .  18,513  82 

Do.               unclaimed, 4,448  38 

Domestic  creditors,  802  50 


Total  unfunded  debt,  $124,977  70 
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Making  the  public  debt  on  the  first  day  of  December 
last,  138,638,961.07. 

Since  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  have  redeemed,  of  the  five  per  cent, 
loans,  the  sum  of  f  160,000,  leaving  the  real  debt  of  the 
Commonwealth,  at  this  time,  funded  and  unfundtjd, 
138,478,961.07.  If  we  deduct  from  this  sum  the  amount 
of  the  bonds  received  by  the  State,  from  the  sale  of  her 
public  workd,  and  now  held  by  her,  as  follows: 
Bonds  of  Pennsylvania  railroad  com- 
pany,            17,300,000  00 

Bonds  of  Sunbury  and  Erie  railroad 

company, 3,500,000  00 

Bonds  of  Wyoming  canal  company, . .  281,000  00 

Total,   111,081,000  00 


We  have  f27,397,961.07,  the  remaining  debt  of  the 
Commonwealth,  the  principal  and  interest  to  be  pro- 
vided for,  from  the  ordinary  sources  of  revenue. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  from  the  1st  day  of  De- 
cember, 1858,  to  the  31st  day  of  December,  1859,  a 
period  of  thirteen  months,  besides  meeting  all  the  or- 
dinary demands  upon  the  Treasury,  there  has  been  ac- 
tually paid,  on  the  principal  of  the  public  debt,  f  1,- 
009,282.60. 

When  it  is  remembered,  that  during  this  period,  the 
law  reducing  the  State  tax  upon  real  and  personal  es- 
tate, from  three  to  two  and  a  half  mills,  has  been  in 
full  force,  and  that  nothing  for  the  last  year  has  been 
received  from  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  company,  on 
account  of  tax  on  tonnage,  making  the  receipts,  from 
those  two  sources  of  revenue,  less  bv  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  than  they  were  for  the  preceding  year, 
it  is  a  source  of  congratulation  that,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, a  result  so  favorable  has  been  produced 
by  the  ordinary  operations  of  the  Treasury. 
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arly  two  years  past,  the  State  lias  bteu  entirely 
I  the  ownership  or  maoagpraent  of  canal»  and 
,  and  the  gratifying  result,  thus  far,  is,  that 
ic  debt  is  now  less  than  it  has  been  since  the 
2.  and  is  deereaaing  at  tlip  rate  of  nearly  one 
f  dullara  pi?r  anunni.  It  is  now  morally  certain, 
liing  but  the  grossest  luiHuianagcnient  of  the 

interests  of  the  State,  can  jirevent  its  sure 
Kiy  extinguishment.     Why  should  not  Penn 

press  onward  until  she  is  entirely  free  from 
Uie  ie  DO  longer  engaged  in  the  construction 
works  of  internal  iniprovemt-nt,  nor  is  she  the 
»r  of  railroadti  or  canals.  Relieved  of  these. 
Dtal  action  is  greatly  simplified,  and  is  now 
limited  to  subjects  of  a  purely  govermental 
p.  Ilaring  ceased  to  be  interested  in  ordinary 
pursuits,  it  is  her  plain  duty  to  devote  her  beet 
to  relieving  her  people  from  the  burden  of  an 
debt.  When  this  great  result  shall  have  been 
shed,  the  necessary  expenditures  of  an  eco- 

admlnistratiou  of  the  government,  can  be 
net  without  tlie  imposition  of  a  State  tax  on 
ersonal  estate — the  remaining  »ouices  of  reve- 
g  more  than  sufticient  for  ail  legitimate  pur- 
L'ntil  that  end,  so  anxiously  looked  to,  is  se- 
ue  wisdom,  as  well  as  sonnd  policy,  dictates, 

resources  should  be  carefully  husbanded— 
le  of  our  present  sonrees  of  revenue  should 
f,  or  diminished — that  all  departments  of  gov- 

should  consult  a  proper  economy — that  all 
;ant  and  unnecessary  appropriations  should 
ed — and  that  every  new  scheme  for  embaiTas- 

Treaeury  should  meet  with  marked  condem 

raging,  as  are  the  results  of  the  past  two  years, 
not  be  forgotten,  that  we  have  but  just  com- 
that  payment  of  the  principal  of  our  debt;  and 
r^vent  a  misapplication  of  the  public  finances, 
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and  thereby  insure  a  continuance  of  its  reduction,  fiom 
rear  to  year,  is  luaDJfestly  the  first  duty  of  those  placed 
by  tlie  Conatitutiou  iu  iharge  of  the  Public  Treasury, 
and  to  whom  belongs  the  exclusive  right  of  raising, 
ecoaomisdng  and  appropriating  the  public  revenue. 
I  earnestly  commeod  this  whole  subject  to  the  careful 
attentioD  of  the  Legislature — entirely  satisfied,  that, 
as  it  is  the  most  vital  of  all  the  interests  committed  to 
the  charge  of  the  General  ABsembly,  it  will  receive  that 
consideration  which  its  importance  so  eminently  de- 
mands. 

In  my  last  annual  message,  I  communicated  to  the 
General  Assembly  all  that,  up  to  that  period,  had  been 
done  under  the  act,  entitled  "^An  act  for  the  sale  of  the 
8tate  canals,"  approved  April  21,  1858.  Since  the  ad- 
joarnment  of  the  last  Legislature,  satisfactory  evidence 
having  been  given  to  me,  of  the  compliance  of  the  Sun- 
buiy  and  Erie  railroad  company,  with  the  conditions 
mentioned  in  the  third  section  of  the  act  referred  to, 
the  State  Treasurer,  under  my  direction,  has  delivered 
to  the  company  the  canal  bonds  for  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars, deposited  in  the  Treasury  under  the  provisions  of 
the  said  act. 

The  railroad  company  has  also  become  entitled  to, 
and  has  received,  one  million  of  dollars,  of  the  mort- 
gage bonds  referred  to  in  the  sixth  section  of  the  same 
act;  leaving  nmrtgage  bonds  amounting  to  two  and  a 
half  millions  of  dollars.  Htill  remaining  in  the  Treasury 
of  the  Commonwealth,  to  be  delivered  to  the  company, 
"from  time  to  time,  pari  passu,  with  the  progress  of  the 
work,  as  ascertained  by  the  returns  and  estimates  of 
the  chief  engineer  of  the  said  company."  When  the 
bonds,  last  mentioned,  shall  have  been  surrendered 
to  the  company,  as  directed  by  law,  the  State  will  still 
hold,  as  absolute  owner,  three  and  a  half  millions  of 
dollars  of  the  mortgage  bonds  of  the  company,  payable 
in  the  year  1872,  and  in  the  six  succeeding  years,  as 
mentioned  in  the  act  of  Assembly,  with  interest,  at  the 
12— Vol.  VIII— *th  Ser. 
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rate  of  five  per  centum,  per  annum,  payable  semi-nn- 
nually,  on  tbe  tliirtj-first  day  of  January  and  July  of 
each  year.  Interested,  as  the  Commonwealth  is,  in  the 
early  completion  of  this  important  thorouhgfare,  it  af- 
fords me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  inform  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  that  the  progress  of  the  work,  for  the 
past  year,  has  been  highly  satisfactory. 

The  Eastern  division  of  the  road,  extending  from 
Sunbury,  in  the  county  of  Northumberland,  to  Whet- 
ham,  in  the  county  of  Clinton,  a  distance  of  eighty-one 
miles,  is  finished;  passenger  and  freight  trains  passing 
over  it  daily.  The  Western  division,  extending  from 
the  city  of  Erie,  to  tbe  borough  of  Warren,  in  Warren 
county,  a  distance  of  sixty-six  miles,  is,  also,  com- 
pleted, with  regular  passenger  and  freight  trains  now 
running  over  it  daily.  Making  one  hundred  and  forty- 
seven  miles  of  railway,  along  the  line  of  the  route, 
that  have  been  already  brought  into  practical  operation 
— one  hundred  and  seven  miles  of  which,  exclusive  of 
sidings,  were  finished  daring  the  past  year.  On  the 
interflicdiate  ]iortiou  of  the  liuc,  between  tlie  borough 
of  Warren  and  Whi^lhani  station,  a  distance  of  one 
hundred  and  foily  miles,  nineiy-five  and  a  half  miles 
are  graded,  leaving  but  forty-four  and  a  half  miles  yet 
to  be  giaded,  to  jilace  the  whole  of  the  unfiuitiihed  por- 
tion of  the  road  in  a  position  to  receive  the  superstruc- 
ture. If  no  untoward  event  shall  delay  its  vigorous 
prosecution,  another  year  will  not  pass  before  the  en- 
tire Hue  of  the  iiiad  will  be  finished  and  in  noe;  thus 
alTurding  a  diiect  and  continuous  communication,  by 
railroad,  from  the  city  of  rhiladeljihia  to  the  harbor  of 
Erie. 

By  the  f  wi'Uty  second  section  of  the  act  approved  the 
13th  day  of  April.  184G,  entitled  "An  act  to  incor- 
porate (lie  I'cnusylvania  railroad  company,"  it  is  prO:^,- 
vided,  "lliat  all   tonnage,  of  whatsoever  kind' 
Hcription,  except  I  he  ordinary  baggage  « 
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loaded  or  received  at  Ilarrisburg,  or  Pittsburg,  or  at 
any  intermediate  point,  and  carried  or  conveyed  on  or 
over  said  railroad,  more  than  twenty  miles,  between 
the  10th  day  of  March  and  the  1st  day  of  December, 
in  each  and  every  year,  shall  be  subject  to  a  toll  or  duty, 
for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  at  the  rate  of  five 
mills,  per  mile,  for  each  ton  of  two  thousand  pounds; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  company,  between  the 
20th  and  30th  days  of  July,  and  between  the  1st  and 
10th  days  of  December  in  each  and  every  year,  after 
thirty  mile®  or  more  of  said  railroad  shall  have  been 
completed,  and  in  use,  to  cause  to  be  made  out,  and 
filed  with  the  Auditor  General,  a  true  and  correct  state- 
ment, exhibiting  the  amount  of  said  tonnage,  so  loaded 
or  received,  and  the  distance  so  carried  and  conveyed, 
during  the  respective  periods  intervening  between  the 
said  10th  dav  of  March,  and  the  2()th  dav  of  Julv,  and 
between  the  said  20th  dav  of  Julv  and  the  1st  dav  of 
December,  in  each  and  everv  veai-;  which  said  state- 
ment  shall  be  verifie<l  by  the  oath  or  atliiniation  of  the 
receiving  or  forwarding  agent  oi*  agents,  or  other 
proper  officer  or  otiicers,  of  said  company,  having 
knowledge  of  the  premLs<'s;  and  at  the  lime  of  filing 
said  statement,  or  on  or  before  the  said  ^JOth  day  of 
July,  and  the  10th  day  of  December,  in  each  and  every 
year,  the  said  company  shall  pay  to  the  State  Treasurer, 
the  amount  of  said  toll  or  duly,  so  accruing  for  the  use 
of  the  Common weallh,  during  the  respective  interven 
ing  periods  before  mentioned."  An<l,  in  a  supplement 
to  the  act  just  referred  to,  ])assed  on  the  same  day,  it 
is  further  provided,  ''that  in  case  the  ^aid  company 
shall  ,at  any  time,  fail  to  pay  the  toll  or  charge  on  ton- 
nage, which  may  accru(\  or  become  due  to  the  Common- 
wealth, under  the  provisions  of  said  act,  the  same  shall 
be  and  remain  a  lien  on  the  property  of  the  said  com- 
pany, and  shall  have  ])recedence  over  all  other  liens  or 
incumbrances  thereon  until  paid.''     By  the  act  of  the 
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27th  of  March,  184S,  the  tax  on  tonnage  of  five  m\\U 
per  ton,  per  mile,  from  the  10th  of  March  to  ihe  1st  of 
December,  was  commuted  to  a  tax  of  three  mills  per 
ton,  per  mile,  during  the  whole  year.  Subsequently, 
by  the  act  of  the  7th  of  May,  1855,  lumber  and  coal, 
were  made  exempt  from  ike  tonnage  tax. 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  several  acts 
referred  to,  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  company  has 
paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Commonwealth  the  fol- 
lowing sums,  viz : 
For  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30, 

1851, 17,521  93 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30, 

1852, 16,680  49 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30, 

1853,    65,228  59 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30, 

1854,    112,880  50 

For  the  fiscal  year  endiug  November  30, 

1853, f 129,230  5(> 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30, 

1856,    220,018  51 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30, 

1857, 179,933  IT) 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30, 

1858, f 222,303  02 

Since  July,  1858,  the  railroad  company  has  refused 
to  pay  this  lax,  and  con^CMjuently  there  is  now  due 
from  said  company,  on  that  account,  exclusive  of  inter 
est,  the  sum  of  |350,405.00. 

On  the  21st  of  February,  1859,  an  account  was  settled 
by  the  Auditor  General,  against  the  company,  for  the 
ta:^  on  tonnage,  from  the  21st  day  of  July,  to  the  30th 
day  of  November,  1858,  inclusive,  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  187,375.22.  From  this  settlement,  the  company, 
on  the  19th  day  of  April,  took  an  appeal  to  the  court  of 
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common  pleas  of  Dauphin  county;  and,  in  the  specifi- 
cations of  objections  which  were  fiU^d,  it  was  averred 
that  the  tax  was  unconstitutional,  and  an  opinion  to 
that  effect,  signed  by  eminent  counsel,  was  tiled  in  the 
office  of  the  Auditor  General,  at  the  time  the  appeal 
was  entered.  In  August  last,  the  cause  was  tried,  and 
after  a  full  investigation,  and  argument,  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  law  imposing  the  tax  was  altirmed  by 
the  court,  and  a  verdict  and  judgment  rendered  in 
favor  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  the  amount  claimed, 
with  interest.  The  case  has  since  been  removed,  by  a 
writ  of  error,  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  and 
will,  probably,  be  heard  and  determined,  by  that  tri- 
bunal, in  the  course  of  the  present  winter. 

On  the  25th  day  of  August  last,  another  account  was 
settled  against  the  company,  for  the  tax  on  tonnage, 
from  the  30th  day  of  November,  1 858,  to  th(»  20th  day  of 
July,  1859,  amounting  to  (he  sum  of  ^150,^508.58,  from 
whi(fh  an  appeal  has  also  been  taken  by  the  railroad 
company,  and  which  will  probably  be  tried  during  the 
present  month. 

As  this  question  largely  affects  the  revenues  of  the 
Commonw^ealth,  and  as  the  principle  involved  is  one 
of  the  first  importance,  I  have  deemed  it  a  duty  to  lay 
before  the  General  Assembly,  somewhat  in  detail,  the 
history  of  this  tax,  and  the  present  condition  of  the 
legal  controversy  growing  out  of  its  imposition  and  en- 
forcement. It  will  be  observed,  that  the  power  of  the 
State  to  grant  chartered  rights,  and  corporate  privi 
leges,  to  a  railroad  company,  upon  the  condition  that 
it  shall  pay  to  the  Commonwealth  a  portion  of  its 
earnings,  in  the  shape  of  a  fixed  tax  upon  the  freight 
carried  over  the  road,  is  questioned  by  the  company, 
and  that,  too,  after  the  grant  has  taken  effect,  and 
while  the  corporation  is  in  full  enjoyment  of  all  the 
benefits  conferred  upon  it  by  its  charter.  The  ques- 
tion, it  is  true,  is  a  legal  one,  and  its  decision,  therefore. 
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5  •  Do.,    38,420,905  67 

4^      Do.,    388,200  00 

4  Do.,    100,000  00 

Total  funded  debt, 139,354,285  67 

Unfunded  Debt. 

Relief  notes  outstanding, |105,350  00 

Interest  certificates,   23,357  12 

Do.      do.      unclaimed, 4,448  38 

Domestic  creditors,  802  50 

Total  unfunded  debt,  |133,958  00 

Making  the  entire  debt  of  the  Commonwealth,  at  the 
period  named,  ^9,488,243.67. 

The  funded  and  unfunded  debt  of  the  State,  at  the 

close  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  December  1, 1859,  stood  as 
follows : 

Funded  Debt. 

6  per  cent,  loans $400,6^0  00 

5  Do.,     37,625,153  37 

^      Do.,    388,200  00 

4        Do.,    100,000  00 

Total  funded  debt, f38,513,983  37 

Unfunded  Debt. 

Relief  note»  in  circulation, ^101,213  00 

Interest  certificates  outstanding,  . . .  18,513  82 

Do.               unclaimed 4,448  38 

Domestic  creditors,  802  50 

Total  unfunded  debt,   f  124,977  70 
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dollar.  Including  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  entire 
cost  of  tuition,  &c.,  was  ^f2,047,G()1.92;  the  building  ex- 
penses f 531,41 3.85;  and  the  whole  expense  of  the  sys- 
tem, in  the  State,  for  the  year,  ^2,579,075.77. 

Though  the  school  year  ending  on  the  lirst  Monday 
of  June  last,  was  one  of  unusual  dilVicnlty  in  money  af- 
fairs, yet  the  system  manifests  an  encouraging  activity 
in  all  its  departments,  while  the  rate  of  taxation,  both 
for  tuition  and  buildings,  would  appear,  from  the  offi- 
cial report,  to  have  somewhat  decreased.  But,  it  is  by 
a  contrast  of  the  present  condition  of  the  system,  with' 
that  of  1854,  when  the  agencies  now  operating  so  benefi- 
cially, were  created,  that  results  are  most  plainly  seen. 
Within  that  period,  the  whole  number  of  pupils  has 
been  increased  nearly  one-seventh — of  teachers,  one- 
thirteenth — and  the  salarv  of  teachers,  tlu»  best  index 
of  improvement,  one-sixth  for  male^,  and  one-fourth  for 
females.  These  results,  with  the  others  which  the  offi- 
cial report  will  exhibit,  unerringly  point  to  the  duty,  as 
well  as  necessitv,  of  the  utmost  care  and  attention,  on 
the  part  of  all  public  agents,  to  this  primary  social  in- 
stitution— primary  in  importance,  no  h^s  than  in  the 
career  of  each  citizen.  To  strengthen,  to  retain  pure, 
and  to  properly  direct,  this  fountain-head  of  social  in- 
fluence, is,  it  seems  to  me,  the  great  duty  of  the  law 
maker,  in  his  highe»st  and  most  responsible  capacity, 
as  the  framer  of  the  future  of  the  State. 

The  attention  of  the  General  Assemblv  was  called, 
somewhat  at  length,  to  the  exii^ting  condition  and 
further  recjuirements  of  our  school  system,  in  the  an- 
nual message  of  last  year.  It  is  not,  therefore,  neces- 
sary to  repeat  the  suggestions  and  conclusions  then 
presented.  They  are  again,  however,  commended  to 
yoilr  favorable  consiideration;  the  events  and  experi- 
ence of  the  intervening  period,  having  increased  the 
conviction  of  their  propriety.  This  is  esi)ecially  the 
case,  in  regard  to  the  plan  devised  by  the  act  of  20th  of 
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For  nearly  two  years  past,  the  State  has  been  entirely 
free  from  the  ownership  or  management  of  canals  and 
railroads,  and  the  gratifying  result,  thus  far,  is,  that 
her  public  debt  is  now  less  than  it  has  been  since  the 
year  1842,  and  is  decreaeing  at  the  rate  of  nearly  one 
million  of  dollars  per  annum.  It  is  now  morally  certain, 
that  nothing  bat  the  grossest  mismanagement  of  the 
financial  interests  of  the  State,  can  prevent  its  sure 
and  speedy  extinguishment.  Why  should  not  Penn- 
sylvania press  onward  until  she  is  entirely  free  from 
debt?  She  i»  no  longer  engaged  in  the  construction 
of  great  works  of  internal  improvement,  nor  is  she  the 
proprietor  of  railroads  or  canals.  Relieved  of  these, 
govermental  action  is  greatly  simplified,  and  is  now 
happily  limited  to  subjects  of  a  purely  govermental 
character.  Having  ceased  to  be  interested  in  ordinary 
business  pursuits,  it  is  her  plain  duty  to  devote  her  beet 
energies  to  relieving  her  people  from  the  burden  of  an 
onerous  debt.  When  this  great  result  shall  have  been 
accomplished,  the  necessary  expenditures  of  an  eco- 
nomical administration  of  the  govoinm(»iit,  can  be 
readily  met  without  tne  imposition  of  a  Slate  tax  on 
real  or  personal  estate — the  remaining  sources  of  reve- 
nue being  more  than  suflirient  for  all  legitimate  pur- 
poses. Until  that  end,  so  anxiously  looked  to,  is  se- 
cured, true  wisdom,  as  well  as  sound  poliry,  dictates, 
that  our  resources  should  be  carefully  husbanded — 
that  none  of  our  pre»(»nt  sources  of  revenue  should 
be  cut  off,  or  diminished — that  all  departnu^nts  of  gov- 
ernment should  consult  a  prop(U'  economy — that  all 
extravagant  and  unnecessary  appropriations  should 
be  avoided — and  that  every  new  scheme  for  embaiTas- 
sing  the  Treasury  should  meet  with  marked  condem 
nation. 

Encouraging,  as  are  the  results  of  the  past  two  years, 
it  muet  not  be  forgotten,  that  we  have  but  just  com- 
menced that  payment  of  the  principal  of  our  debt;  and 
that  to  prevent  a  misapplication  of  the  public  finances. 


William  Fisher  Packer.  177 

and  thereby  insure  a  continuance  of  its  reduction,  from 
year  to  year,  is  manifestly  the  first  duty  of  those  placed 
by  the  Constitution  in  charge  of  the  Public  Treasury, 
and  to  whom  belongs  the  exclusive  right  of  raising, 
economizing  and  appropriating  the  public  revenue. 
I  earnestly  commend  this  whole  subject  to  the  careful 
attention  of  the  Legislature — entirely  satisfied,  that, 
as  it  is  the  most  vital  of  all  the  interests  committed  to 
the  charge  of  the  General  Assembly,  it  will  receive  that 
consideration  which  its  importance  so  eminently  de- 
mands. 

In  my  last  annual  message,  I  communicated  to  the 
General  Assembly  all  that,  up  to  that  period,  had  been 
done  under  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  sale  of  the 
State  canals,"  approved  April  21,  1858.  Since  the  ad- 
journment of  the  last  Legislature,  satisfactory  evidence 
having  been  given  to  me,  of  the  compliance  of  the  Sun- 
bury  and  Erie  railroad  company,  with  the  conditions 
mentioned  in  the  third  section  of  the  act  referred  to, 
the  State  Treasurer,  under  my  direction,  has  delivered 
to  the  company  the  canal  bonds  for  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars, deposited  in  the  Treasury  under  the  provisions  of 
the  said  act. 

The  railroad  company  has  also  become  entitled  to, 
and  has  received,  one  million  of  dollars,  of  the  mort- 
gage bonds  referred  to  in  the  sixth  section  of  the  same 
act;  leaving  mortgage  bonds  amounting  to  two  and  a 
half  millions  of  dollars,  still  remaining  in  the  Treasury 
of  the  Commonwealth,  to  be  delivered  to  the  company, 
"from  time  to  time,  pari  passu,  with  the  progress  of  the 
work,  as  ascertained  bv  the  returns  and  estimates  of 
the  chief  engineer  of  the  said  company."  When  the 
bonds,  last  mentioned,  shall  have  been  surrendered 
to  the  company,  as  directed  by  law,  the  State  will  still 
hold,  as  absolute  owner,  three  and  a  half  millions  of 
dollars  of  the  mortgage  bonds  of  the  company,  payable 
in  the  year  1872,  and  in  the  six  succeeding  years,  as 
mentioned  in  the  act  of  Assembly,  with  interest,  at  the 
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rate  of  five  per  centum,  per  annum,  payable  semi-an- 
nually, on  the  thirty-first  day  of  January  and  July  ot 
each  year.  Interested,  as  the  Commonwealth  is,  in  the 
early  completion  of  this  important  thorouhgfare,  it  af- 
fords me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  inform  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  that  the  progress  of  the  work,  for  the 
past  year,  has  been  highly  satisfactory. 

The  Eastern  division  of  the  road,  extending  from 
Sunbury,  in  the  county  of  Northumberland,  to  Whet- 
ham,  in  the  county  of  Clinton,  a  distance  of  eighty-one 
miles,  is  finished;  passenger  and  freight  trains  passing 
over  it  daily.  The  Western  division,  extending  from 
the  city  of  Erie,  to  the  borough  of  Warren,  in  Warren 
county,  a  distance  of  sixty-six  miles,  is,  also,  com- 
pleted, with  regular  passenger  and  freight  trains  now 
running  over  it  daily.  Making  one  hundred  and  forty- 
seven  miles  of  railway,  along  the  line  of  the  route, 
that  have  been  already  brought  into  practical  operation 
— one  hundred  and  seven  miles  of  which,  exclusive  of 
sidings,  were  finished  during  the  past  year.  On  the 
interyiediate  portion  of  the  lino,  between  the  borough 
of  Warren  and  Whe(ham  station,  a  distance  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  miles,  ninetv-tive  and  a  half  miles 
are  graded,  leaving  but  forty-four  and  a  half  miles  yet 
to  be  graded,  to  place  the  whole  of  the  unfinished  por- 
tion of  the  road  in  a  position  to  receive  the  superstruc- 
ture. If  no  untoward  event  shall  delay  its  vigorous 
jn'osecution,  another  year  will  not  i)ass  before  the  en- 
tire line  of  the  road  will  be  finished  and  in  use;  thus 
affording  a  direct  and  continuous  communication,  by 
railroad,  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to  the  harbor  of 
Erie. 

By  the  twenty-second  section  of  the  act  approved  the 
13th  day  of  Ainil,  184G,  entitled  ''An  act  to  incor- 
I>orate  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  comjiany,"  it  is  pro- 
vided, "that  all  tonnajre,  of  whatsoever  kind  or  de- 
scription, except  the  ordinary  baggage  of  passengers. 
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loaded  or  received  at  llamsburg,  or  rittsbiirg,  or  at 
any  intermediate  point,  and  carried  or  conveyed  on  or 
over  said  railroad,  more  than  twenty  miles,  between 
the  10th  day  of  March  and  the  Ist  day  of  December, 
in  each  and  every  year,  shall  be  subject  to  a  toll  or  duty, 
for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  at  the  rate  of  five 
mills,  per  mile,  for  each  ton  of  two  thousand  pounds; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  company,  between  the 
20th  and  30th  days  of  July,  and  between  the  1st  and 
10th  days  of  December  in  each  and  every  year,  after 
thirty  milee  or  more  of  said  railroad  shall  have  been 
completed,  and  in  use,  to  cause  to  be  made  out,  and 
filed  with  the  Auditor  General,  a  true  and  correct  state- 
ment, exhibiting  the  amount  of  said  tonnage,  so  loaded 
or  received,  and  the  distance  so  carried  and  conveyed, 
during  the  respective  periods  intervening  between  the 
said  10th  day  of  March,  and  the  20th  day  of  July,  and 
between  the  said  20th  day  of  July  and  the  1st  day  of 
December,  in  each  and  every  year;  which  said  state- 
ment shall  be  verified  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the 
receiving  or  forwarding  agent  or  agents,  or  other 
proper  oflicer  or  oflicers,  of  said  company,  having 
knowledge  of  the  premises;  and  at  the  time  of  filing 
said  statement,  or  on  or  before  the  said  30th  day  of 
July,  and  the  10th  day  of  December,  in  each  and  every 
year,  the  said  company  shall  pay  to  the  State  Treasurer, 
the  amount  of  said  toll  or  duty,  so  accruing  for  the  use 
of  the  Commonweallli,  during  the  respective  interven- 
ing periods  before  mentioned."  And,  in  a  supplement 
to  the  act  just  refened  to,  passed  on  the  same  day,  it 
is  further  provided,  **that  in  case  the  »aid  company 
shall  ,at  any  time,  fail  to  pay  the  toll  or  charge  on  ton- 
nage, which  may  accrue,  or  become  due  to  the  Common- 
wealth, under  the  provisions  of  said  act,  the  same  shall 
be  and  remain  a  lien  on  the  i»roperty  of  the  said  com- 
pany, and  shall  have  precedence  over  all  other  liens  or 
incumbrances  thereon  until  paid."    By  the  act  of  the 
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27th  of  March,  1848,  the  tax  on  tonnage  of  five  uiilU 
per  ton,  per  mile,  from  the  10th  of  March  to  ihe  1st  of 
December,  was  commuted  to  a  tax  of  three  mills  per 
ton,  per  mile,  during  the  whole  year.  Subsequently, 
by  the  act  of  the  7th  of  May,  1855,  lumber  and  coal, 
were  made  exempt  from  tlje  tonnage  tax. 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisione  of  the  several  acts 
referred  to,  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  company  has 
paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Commonwealth  the  fol- 
lowing sums,  viz: 
For  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30, 

1851, 17,521  93 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30, 

1852, 16,680  49 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30, 

1853,    65,228  59 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30, 

1854,    112,880  50 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30, 

1855, 129,280  5(> 

For  the  fiscal  yeai*  ending  November  30, 

1856, 226,018  51 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30, 

1857, 179,933  7.-) 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30, 

1858, 222,363  02 

Since  July,  185S,  the  railroad  company  has  refused 
to  pay  this  tax,  and  constMiuently  there  is  now  due 
from  said  coniimny,  on  that  account,  exclusive  of  inter 
est,  the  sum  of  $350,405.00. 

On  the  21st  of  February,  1859,  an  account  was  settled 
by  the  Auditor  General,  against  the  company,  for  the 
ii\^  on  tonnage,  from  the  21st  day  of  July,  to  the  30th 
day  of  November,  1858,  inclusive,  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  $87,375.22.  From  this  settlement,  (he  company, 
on  the  19th  day  of  April,  took  an  appeal  to  the  court  of 
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cominoii  |>Ii-'as  of  Dfniphin  couiity:  aud,  in  llie  specifi- 
eatioriK  nf  olijcrti'tiis  which  wi'i-c  lili^d,  it  was  averred 
tbat  the  tax  was  unuoustitutionHl,  tind  iiu  opinion  to 
that  effect,  signed  by  eminent  counsel,  was  filed  in  the 
office  of  the  Auditor  General,  at  the  time  the  appeal 
was  entered,  Jn  August  last,  the  cause  was  tried,  and 
after  a  full  investigation,  and  argument,  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  law  Imposing  the  tax  was  affirmed  by 
the  court,  and  a  verdict  and  judgment  rendered  in 
favor  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  tlie  amount  claimed, 
with  interest.  The  case  has  since  been  removed,  by  a 
writ  of  error,  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  and 
will,  probably,  be  heard  and  determined,  by  that  tri- 
bunal, in  the  course  of  the  present  winter. 

On  the  2oth  day  of  August  last,  another  account  was 
settled  against  the  company,  for  the  tax  on  tonnage, 
from  the 30th  day  of  So\ember,  1 838.  to  tlie  20tli  day  of 
July,  1859,  amounting  to  the  anin  of  fl5!»,.168.58,  from 
whifli  an  api>eal  has  also  been  taken  by  the  railroad 
company,  and  which  will  probably  be  tried  during  the 
present  month. 

As  this  question  largely  affects  the  revenues  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and  as  tlie  principle  involved  is  one 
of  the  first  importance,  I  have  deemed  it  a  duty  to  lay 
before  the  General  Assembly,  somewhat  in  detail,  the 
history  of  this  tax,  and  the  present  condition  of  the 
legal  controversy  growing  out  of  its  imposition  and  en- 
forcement. It  will  he  observed,  that  the  power  of  the 
State  to  grant  chartered  rights,  and  corporate  privi- 
leges, to  a  railroad  company,  upon  the  condition  that 
it  shall  pay  to  the  Commonwealth  a  portion  of  its 
earnings,  in  the  shape  of  a  fixed  tax  upon  the  freight 
carried  over  the  road,  is  questioned  by  the  company, 
and  that,  too,  after  the  grant  has  taken  effect,  and 
while  the  corporation  is  in  full  enjoyment  of  all  the 
benefits  conferred  upon  it  by  its  charter.  The  ques- 
tion, it  is  true,  i«  a  legal  one,  and  its  decision,  therefore. 
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rests  with  the  judicial  department  of  the  government; 
but,  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt,  that  the  decisions, 
when  had,  will  entirely  vindicate  the  right  of  the  gov- 
Brnment  to  impose  the  tax,  and  to  compel  corporations 
Df  its  own  creation  to  obey  the  law  from  which  they  de- 
rive their  existence.  When  it  is  remembered,  that  the 
tax  was  originally  imposed,  in  order  to  indemnify  the 
State,  to  some  extent,  for  losses  which  ©he  was  sure  to 
sustain  from  a  competition,  which  was  inevitable,  be- 
tween the  railroad  authorized,  and  her  main  line  of  pub- 
lic works;  and  that  this  competition  did,  not  only  se- 
riously affect  the  revenues  of  the  Commonwealth,  de- 
rived from  her  public  improvements,  but  ultimately  in- 
luced  the  sale  of  the  main  line  to  the  railroad  company 
itself,  at  a  price  many  millions  of  dollars  below  what 
it  would  have  produced,  in  the  absence  of  »uch  compe- 
tition, it  is  certainly  not  to  be  presumed  that  the  Com- 
monwealth will  willingly  yield  her  demand  for  revenue 
from  this  souree,  until  she  is.  at  least,  fully  indeniTiified 
for  the  pecuniary  injury  sustained  in  the  di^preriation 
[)f  her  own  property,  by  her  liberality  extended  to  the 
L'ompauy  which  now  denies  her  power  to  eufoiee  a  con- 
tract, voluntarily  entered  into,  upon  a  consideration 
[entirely  adeipiate. 

The  annual  n^port  of  the  Suj)erintendent  of  Common 
Schools,  with  the  tables  and  documents  accompanying 
it,  will  exhibit  the  condition  of  the  vast  (»ngine  of  so- 
[•ial  improvement  to  which  it  relates.  The  number  of 
pupils,  in  all  the  public  schools  of  the  State,  is  G34,- 
iol — of  schools,  11,485 — and  of  teachers.  14,t)71.  The 
schools  have  been  in  oj^eration,  on  an  average  over  the 
whole  State,  five  months  and  nine  days.  The  average 
salary  of  male  teachers,  is  ^24..'ir),  and  of  female 
teachers  $17.71),  and  the  cost  of  instruction,  j»er  pupil, 
fifty-three  cents  per  month.  The  average  tax  for  tui- 
tion, &c.,  is  about  five  and  a  half  mills,  and  for  build 
iug  purposes,  about  three  and  one-sixth  mills,  on  the 
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dollar.  Including  tlie  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  entire 
cost  of  tuition,  &c.,  was  |2,047,6fil.92;  llie  building  ei- 
penses  f  531,413.85;  aud  tlie  whole  expense  of  the  sys- 
tem, in  the  State,  for  the  year,  *2,.'i 79, 075.77. 

Though  the  achool  year  ending  on  the  lirat  Monday 
of  June  last,  was  one  of  unusual  difliculty  in  money  af- 
fairs, yet  the  system  manifests  an  eneouiiiging  activity 
in  all  its  departments,  while  the  rate  of  taxation,  both 
for  tuition  and  buildings,  would  api>ear,  from  the  oflfl- 
cial  report,  to  have  somewhat  decreased.  But,  it  is  by 
a  contrast  of  the  present  condition  of  the  system,  with* 
that  of  1854,  when  the  agencies  now  operating  so  benefi- 
cially, were  created,  that  results  are  most  plainly  seen. 
Within  that  period,  the  whole  number  of  pupils  has 
been  increased  nearly  one-sfventh — of  teachers,  one- 
thirteenth — and  the  salary  of  teachers,  the  best  index 
of  improvement,  one-sixth  for  males,  and  one-fourth  for 
females.  These  results,  with  the  others  which  the  ofli- 
cial  report  will  exhibit,  unerringly  point  to  the  duty,  as 
well  as  necessity,  of  (he  utmost  cart-  and  attention,  on 
the  part  of  all  public  agents,  to  this  primary  social  in- 
stitution— primary  in  inii)ortance,  no  less  than  in  the 
career  of  each  citiiten.  To  strengthen,  to  retain  pure, 
and  to  properly  direct,  this  fountain  head  of  social  in- 
fluence, is,  it  seems  to  me,  the  great  duty  of  the  law 
maker,  in  his  highest  and  most  responsible  capacity, 
as  the  framer  of  the  future  of  the  State. 

The  attention  of  the  General  Assembly  was  called, 
somewhat  at  length,  to  the  existing  condition  and 
farther  requirements  of  our  school  system,  in  the  an- 
nual message  of  last  year.  It  is  not,  therefore,  neces- 
sary to  repeat  the  suggestions  antl  conclusions  then 
presented.  They  are  again,  however,  commended  to 
yoilr  favorable  consideration;  the  events  and  experi- 
ence of  the  intervening  period,  having  im-reased  the 
conviction  of  their  propriety.  This  is  especially  the 
case,  in  regard  to  the  plan  devised  by  the  act  of  20th  of 
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May,  1857,  for  the  due  trainiDg  of  teachers  for  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  State.  A  full  supply  of  competent 
teachers,  is  admitted  by  all,  to  be  the  great  need  of  the 
system,  and  the  first  want  to  be  provided  for.  Uner- 
ring indications,  in  every  quarter,  not  only  establish 
this  fact,  but  point  to  the  general  adoption  of  the  pro- 
posed means,  at  no  distant  day.  The  efforts  of  the 
teachers,  themselves,  for  professional  improvement,  en- 
couraged and  sustained  by  all  who  duly  estimate  the 
value  and  influence  of  the  teacher's  office,  not  only  fore- 
tell this,  but  the  etrong  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  in- 
stitutions for  the  purpose  in  question,  confirms  the 
probability  of  this  result.  In  every  quarter,  indica- 
tioiis  of  this  kind  are  perceived — more  or  less  strong 
in  proportion  to  the  force  of  local  circumstances.  In 
the  Second  Normal  district,  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Lancaster,  York  and  Lebanon,  an  institution,  up  to 
the  full  requirements  of  the  law  of  1857,  has  been  es- 
tablished and  officially  recognized,  and  is  now  in  suc- 
cessful operation,  a»  a  State  Normal  school.  For  its 
details  the  Legislature  is  respectfully  referred  to  the 
annual  report  of  the  Superiuteudent  of  Common 
Schools;  but,  I  should  do  injustice  to  the  intelligent 
enterprise  which  moulded,  and  the  enlarged  philan- 
throphy  which  produced,  this  noble  institution,  as  well 
as  to  my  own  feelings,  were  I  to  forbear  congratulat- 
ing you  upon  the  result.  It  i«  the  first  fruit  of  a  law 
which  seems  to  be  as  much  in  accordance  with  the  cau- 
tious, yet  generous,  character  of  our  people,  as  it  is  ad- 
mirably adapted  to  effect  the  great  end  in  view. 

All  that  seems  re(iuisite  to  give  full  effect  and  a 
general  success  to  the  plan,  is,  at  this  juncture,  to 
guard  it  from  mutilation,  or  radical  change.  If  the  in- 
telligent and  liberal  niind^  that  are  now  weighing  the 
project,  and  contemplating  its  extension  to  other  parts 
of  the  State,  be  assured  that  this  is  the  settled  policy, 
their  efforts  will  be  concentrated,  their  activity  iq- 
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creased,  and  final  BocceeB  be  hastened.  Whereas, 
radical  or  important  changes,  will  destroy  this  grow- 
ing confidence,  crush  the  hopeful  efforts  now  being 
made,  and  postpone  for  years,  if  uot  totally  deBtroy,  all 
hope  of  Bnccess  in  this  essential  department  of  pnbltc 
instruction.  The  true  course  will  be  to  cherish  the 
law,  and  bring  it  into  general  operation,  by  holding  out 
the  certainty  of  State  aid  to  each  institution  estab- 
lished under  it,  as  soon  as  a  certain  number,  to  be  fixed 
by  law,  shall  have  been  legally  recognized,  and  are  in 
fall  operation.  The  money  of  the  State,  appropriated 
in  this  manner,  will  effect  more  benefit,  in  proportion 
to  the  outlay,  than  in  any  other  of  the  operations  of  the 
system.  The  instruction  of  the  child,  is  a  duty;  but 
the  instruction  of  the  teacher,  is  economy  as  well  as 
duty.  It  will  probably  be  adviwable  to  make  Buch  ap- 
propriations, payable  only  when  the  schools  are  legally 
recogniKcd  and  in  full  operation.  This  course  will 
have  the  double  effect  of  guarding  against  loss  by  the 
State,  and  of  stimulating,  into  early  existence,  a  suffi- 
cient nnmber  ot  institutions  to  supply  the  existing 
want  in  everj-  quarter  of  the  State. 

The  period  for  the  third  election  of  County  Superin- 
tendents is  rapidly  approaching,  and  the  public  mind 
will  naturally  be  turned  to  the  rcsiiits  of  the  office. 
My  own  observation,  as  well  aa  information  from  vari- 
ins  and  reliable  sources,  leads  to  the  opinion,  that  this 
office,  when  filled  by  the  proper  person,  and  its  duties 
discharged  in  full  compliance  with  the  doBign  and  epirit 
of  the  law  creating  it,  has  been  of  groat  advantage  to 
the  schools.  Indeed,  no  candid  person  can  deny  the 
fact,  apparent  to  even  slight  observation,  that  more  im- 
provement has  been  effected  in  tlio  workings  and  re- 
sults of  the  system,  since  the  creation  of  the  office  of 
county  superintendent,  than  in  any  previous  period  of 
even  double  duration.  It  is  tiue,  that  when  exercised 
by   incompetent   officers,   or  crippled   by   insufflcient 
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compensation,  little,  if  any  advantage  has  accrued. 
Bnt  this  is  no  argument  against  the  office  itself;  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  directors  of  counties  thus  here- 
tofore deprived  of  the  benefits  of  thie  agency,  will,  at 
the  next  election,  acting  under  the  teachings  of  experi- 
ence at  home,  and  th<>  light  of  success  from  other  parts, 
correct  this  evil  and  realize  the  full  benefits  of  this  pro- 
vision of  the  law. 

The  increasing  ease  and  soundness  of  our  financial 
condition,  will,  at  no  remote  period,  justify  an  addition 
to  the  common  school  appropriation.  The  general 
policy  of  the  Statfe  has  been  that  each  district  shall 
raise  within  itself  the  main  support  of  its  own  schools; 
but,  an  annual  donation,  distributable  amongst  them 
all,  in  proportion  to  population,  has  also  been  a  part 
of  that  policy.  The  object  of  this  State  gran.t  seema 
to  be  two-fold:  First — It  is  a  means  of  securing  regu- 
larity in  the  proceedings  and  reports  of  the  several  dis- 
tricts, so  that  the  Department  of  Common  Schools  shall 
have  the  requisite  information  for  the  due  discharge  of 
its  functions:  And  second — It  lightens,  in  some  degree, 
the  burden  of  local  taxation,  to  the  relief  of  the  poorer 
aud  more  sparsely  peopled  districts.  An  increase  of 
the  annual  a])propriation  would  enlianee  both  these  ob- 
jects, and,  whenever  the  liiiancos  of  tlie  government 
will  justify  it,  commends  itself  to  tlie  favorable  con- 
sideration of  the  Legislature. 

The  aid  which  the  Legislature  has  hitherto  extended 
to  the  establiv<ihnient  of  the  Farmers'  High  School  of 
Pennsylvania,  strongly  evinces  their  high  a])preciation 
of  the  advantages  which  it  is  anticipated  will  grow  out 
of  that  institution.  While  it  must  be  admitted  that 
knowledge  is  as  esf^»ntial  to  the  art  of  farming,  as  it  is 
to  all  the  other  em[)loyments  of  life,  we  cannot  but  feel 
deeply  interested,  that  a  community  so  ])eculiarly  agri- 
cultural as  we  are,  should  have  all  th(^  advantages  of 
an  education  which  combines  in  itself,  as  well  the 
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knowledge  of  the  practical  art  of  agriculture,  as  scien- 
tific acquiromentf)  ill  all  those  hraiiL-he8  of  learoiag 
which  are  especially  applicable  to  its  prolitable  pursuit. 
A  school  where  agriculture  is  practically  taught,  is  a 
new  field  to  which  our  attention  has  been  called;  and 
one  which,  because  of  ils  great  import aueo,  well  de- 
serves our  attention.  It  embraces  the  priuciple,  that 
while  youth  are  taught  habits  of  industry,  they  are  im- 
pressed with  the  proud  consideration,  that  the  labor  of 
their  own  hands  contributes  to  their  acquisition  of 
■  knowledge.  And  thus,  too,  education  is  bi-ought  with- 
in the  reach  of  many  a  bright  genius,  who  would  other- 
wise struggle  and  languish  for  the  want  of  the  means  of 
acquiring  it.  Our  school,  within  its  limited  means,  has 
been  in  succestiful  operation  during  the  paal  year;  hav- 
ing under  its  charge  one  hundred  hoys,  who,  while  they 
are  carefully  instructed  in  all  those  branches  of  science 
which  pertain  to  a  high  order  of  education,  are  daily  en- 
gaged in  all  the  practical  operations  of  the  farm — fit- 
ting them  to  return  to  niral  life,  and  to  infuse  through- 
out the  State  an  amount  and  kind  of  knowledge  which 
must  ultimately  x>roduce  a  most  benefii-ial  influence 
upon  the  most  cherished  branch  of  industry.  The  prac 
tical  workings  of  the  school,  for  the  past  year,  have 
impressed  the  trustees,  who  hiive  it  in  charge,  with  the 
highi-st  hopes  of  its  conii>lete  success.  The  great  inter- 
est which  is  everywhere  felt  tlininghout  th<:  (.'ommon- 
wcalth,  in  the  further  extension  and  progress  of  the 
institution,  commends  it  to  our  care  and  protection. 

The  State  Librarian  will  I'eport  to  you  tin-  comple- 
tion of  the  descriptive  and  chisaified  catalogue  of  the 
books  in  the  State  Library,  authorized  by  the  act  of  thi' 
lOth  of  A|)rii.  18.")S — a  work,  from  the  details  it  em- 
braces, of  which  labor,  but  which  will  greatly  facilitate 
the  use  of  the  Library.  It  will  be  wen,  from  his  report, 
that  the  origin  of  the  Library. dates  far  back  in  the 
history  of  the  Provincial  government,  and  that  it  re- 
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eeived  the  fostering  care  of  the  Commonwealth  during 
the  i)eriod  of  the  Revolution.  It  is  gratifying,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  waste  to  which  it  has  been  subject 
in  past  years,  owing  to  the  want  of  proper  attention — 
under  the  careful  supervision  of  the  present  Librarian, 
it  has,  since  he  ha®  liad  the  charge  of  it,  nearly  doubled 
its  number  of  volumes,  and  now  contains  in  all  22,000 
volumes — the  largest  State  Library  in  the  Union,  with 
the  single  exception  of  that  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
The  collection  of  law  books,  and  especially  law^  reports, 
is  considered  by  those  comi>etent  to  judge,  among  the 
best  in  the  countrv.  The  Librarv,  from  its  intrinsic 
value  and  importance,  and  its  historic  relations,  de- 
serves, and  1  trust  it  will  receive,  the  continu(Hi  liber- 
alty  of  the  Legislature. 

In  my  inaugural  address,  as  well  as  in  my  last  annual 
message,  I  expressed  the  opinion  that  our  present 
banking  system  was  extremely  defective,  and  that,  un- 
less it  were  radically  changed,  I  should  consider  it  an 
imperative  duty  to  withhold  the  Executive  approval 
from  all  bills  creating  new  banks.  Without  again 
giving  in  detail  the  reasons  which  influenced  my  action 
on  this  question,  or  repeating  the  suggestions  and  rec- 
ommendations heretofore  made  to  the  legislature,  it 
is  proper  to  remark,  at  this  time,  that  my  convictions 
have  been  confirmed,  by  time  and  reflection — that  my 
opinions  remain  unchanged,  and  that  I  cannot  approve 
of  any  increase  of  banking  corporations  under  exist- 
ing laws.  If  corporate  privileges,  for  banking  ])ur- 
poses,  are  needed,  to  accommodate  the  business  wants 
of  any  portion  of  the  State,  justice  requires,  that  such 
institution  should  be  compelled  to  protect  the  com- 
munity receiving  its  circulation,  by  requiring  that 
ample  security  shall  be  given  for  the  prompt  redeni])- 
tion  of  its  notes,  the  sufticiency  of  which  no  act  of  the 
corporation  could  impair.  All  experience  in  this  State, 
and  elsewhere,  has  demonstrated,  that  the  present  sys- 
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tern  affovds  little  or  uo  proteofioii  to  noteholders,  be- 
yond the  personal  integi'ity  of  the  officers  coDtrolIing 
the  management  of  the  eeveral  banks.  For  a  full  expo- 
sition of  my  views  on  this  question,  I  respectfully  call 
the  attention  of  the  General  Assembly  to  my  last  an- 
nual message. 

The  report®  of  the  Auditor  General,  the  State  Treas- 
urer, the  Surveyor  General,  the  Adjutant  General,  and 
the  Attorney  General,  will  be  laid  before  you,  and  will 
show,  in  detail,  the  operations  of  their  respective  de- 
partments for  the  past  year. 

Deeply  impressed  with  the  belief  that  the  present 
mode  of  receiving,  keeping  and  disbursing  the  public 
revenue,  is  entirely  unsafe,  and  iuadeniiate  to  the 
complete  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  Common- 
wealth involved,  I  again  respectfully,  though  earnest- 
ly, invoke  legislative  action  on  this  highly  important 
subject.  The  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  Treas- 
nry  are  each,  annually,  from  three  to  four  millions  of 
dollars.  At  times  there  is  on  baud  a  balance  e^tceed- 
ing  one  million  of  dollars.  The  State  Treasury  gives 
security  to  the  Commonwealth  in  the  sum  of  only 
eighty  thousand  dollars.  He  deposits  the  money  of 
the  State  when  and  where  he  pleases,  and  it  is  paid  out 
upon  his  own  check  exclusively.  Hie  accounts  are  set- 
tled by  the  Auditor  General,  once  a  month,  and  is, 
apparently,  the  only  safeguard  provided  by  law  to  pre- 
vent the  illegal  use  of  the  public  funds  while  under  the 
control  of  the  State  Trc-UHurer.  That  the  Treasury  of 
the  Commonwealth  has  hitherto  escaped  from  dis- 
astrous defalcation,  is  owing  to  the  integrity  of  the 
oflScer,  and  not  to  the  efficiency  of  the  laws;  and  while 
our  main  reliance,  in  the  future,  must  be  on  the  hone»ty 
of  the  officers  to  whom  the  department  is  entrusted, 
it  is,  nevertheless,  the  plain  duty  of  the  government, 
by  proper  legislative  enactments,  to  prevent,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  illegal,  improper  or  fraudulent  use  of  the 
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funds  of  the  State  hy  a  faithless  or  dishonest  public 
agent.  1  respectfully  recommend,  that  provision  be 
made  by  law  that  no  money  shall  be  deposited  in  any 
bank,  or  elsewhere,  by  the  State  Treasurer,  without 
first  requiring  security  to  be  given  to  the  Conunon- 
wealth  for  the  prompt  re-payment  of  the  sums  de- 
posited;— that  all  checks,  issued  by  the  State  Treas- 
urer, shall  be  countersigned  by  the  Auditor  General, 
before  they  are  used; — iind  that  daily  accounts  of  the 
moneys  received,  deposited  and  disbursed,  shall  be  kept 
in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  General  as  well  as  in  the 
Treasury  Department;  and  that  weekly  statements  of 
the  balance®  in  the  Treasury,  and  the  places  and 
amounts  of  deposits,  shall  be  kept  in  a  book  to  be  pro- 
vided for  that  purpose  in  each  department. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  in  jiursuance  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  19th  of  April,  1858,  to  revise  the 
Penal  Code  of  this  Commonwealth,  have  presented  to 
me  their  final  rei)ort,  wiiich  is  herewith  transmitted  to 
the  General  Assembly.  Its  iin|)()rtaiice  to  oiir  whole 
community,  and  the  yv\n\i  labor  devoted  to  its  prepara- 
tion, coHiiiKuid  it  to  your  early  and  earnest  att(Mition. 
The  manner  in  wliieli  the  duties  of  the  commission  have 
been  performcMl  innnot  fail,  in  my  ojnnioM.  to  ree(»ive 
your  approbation. 

I  commend  to  yonr  fostering  care  the  State  Lnnatic 
Asvlum,  at  llarrisburg — the  Western  IVnnsvlvania 
Hospital  for  the  insane,  at  IMttsbnrg — the  Asylum  for 
the  Blind,  at  Philadelphin — the  Asylnni  for  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb,  at  l*hiladelphia — the  l*ennsylvania  Train- 
ing School  for  idiotic  and  f(M»])l(*  minded  children,  at 
Media — the  House  of  Kefngc*,  at  Philadf*l]»hia — and  the 
Western  Honse  of  Kefnge,  at  IMttsbnrg.  These  excel- 
lent, charitable  and  reformat orv  Stnt(»  institutions 
have  doncs  and  are  doing,  almost  incalcnlable  good,  in 
the  relief  of  sufTering  humanity,  and  in  the  reclamation 
and  reform  i>f  th(»  erring  young.     They  have  strong 
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claima  upon  the  continued  bounty  of  tlie  Common- 
wealth. The  annual  report  of  these  noble  charities 
will  be  laid  before  you,  and  will  exhibit,  in  detail,  their 
operations  during  the  past  year. 

I  refrain  from  recommending,  as  proper  objects  for 
the  county  of  the  State,  a  number  of  benevolent  and 
charitable  aesociations.  equally  huuuine  and  benefl- 
cient  in  their  operations;  because  they  are  entirely  local 
in  their  character,  and  however  meritorious  their 
claims  may  be,  and  umiuestionably  are,  upon  the  re- 
spective communities  tor  whose  particular  use  they  are 
founded  and  conducted,  in  my  opinion,  (hey  have  no 
claims  upon  the  Treasury  of  the  State,  which  can  be 
recognized  with  a  just  regard  to  the  interests  and 
rights  of  other  sections  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  editor  of  the  Colonial  Hecords  and  Pennsylvania 
Archives  baa  prepared  a  copious  index  lo  the  whole 
work,  which  will  be  laid  before  the  Legislature,  at  an 
early  day  of  the  session.  The  publication  is  now  com- 
pleted, and  it  is  a  satisfaction  to  know,  that  the 
records  of  the  colony,  as  well  as  those  of  the  State,  pre- 
ceding the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  1790,  are 
now  of  easy  access  to  the  public,  and  in  a  condition 
which  renders  their  entire  destruction  impossible.  I 
recommend  that  a  suitable  sum  be  paid,  by  the  Com- 
monwealth,'to  the  editor  of  the  Records  and  Archives, 
for  Iho  work  performed  by  him  since  the  discontinu- 
ance of  Lis  salary. 

1  have  so  repeatedly  ]iresented  my  views  ro  (he  Legis- 
lature, of  the  evils  arising  from  local  and  chiss  legisla- 
tion, that  it  is  not  necessary  again  to  repeat  them.  I 
desire,  however,  to  ojill  the  attention  of  the  <leneral  As- 
sembly to  the  fact  ihat  we  have,  on  our  statute  books, 
general  laws  providing  for  the  incorporation  of  rail- 
road, turnpike,  bridge,  plank  road,  gas,  water,  insur- 
ance and  other  similar  companies,  and  that  all  cor- 
porate powers  granted  by  the  TiCgislatui'e.  to  sucb  com 
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panies,  should  ho  under  these  general  lawe,  bo  that 
thtre  may  be  uniformity  in  the  provisions  of  similar 
asfiociations,  and  that  the  time  of  the  General  As- 
sembly may  nut  be  occupied  in  passing  bills  of  great 
length,  when  a  simple  reference  to  the  details  of  the 
general  laws  would  answer  every  purpose. 

The  practice  of  sending  to  the  Executive  a  large  num- 
ber of  bills  immediately  preceding  the  final  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Legislature,  is  highly  objectionab'e,  and 
ought,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  be  discontinued.  Its 
necessary  consequence  is,  either  to  compel  the  Execu- 
tive to  approve  bills  which  he  has  not  full  examined, 
to  sign  them  after  the  final  adjournment,  or,  if  he  dis- 
approve them,  to  return  them  to  the  next  General  Ai- 
Bembly,  with  his  objections.  Thus  imposing  upon 
succeeding  Legislature  the  final  disposition  of  bills, 
with  the  origin  and  passage  of  which  it  had  no  connec- 
tion. To  illustrate  the  evils  resulting  from  this  prac- 
tice, it  is  ouly  necessary  to  inform  you,  that,  of  the 
large  number  of  bills  presented  for  my  approval,  within 
a  day  or  two  of  the  adjournment  of  the  last  Legislature, 
I  am  constrained,  by  a  sense  of  duty,  to  return,  with 
my  objections,  twenty-three  to  the  present  Legislature, 
for  re-consideration. 

It  is  apparent  from  the  exhibit  of  the  financial  condi- 
tion of  the  General  Government,  recently  made  public, 
that  the  wants  of  the  Federal  Treasury  will  demand  a 
revision  of  the  existing  tariff  laws  of  the  United  States, 
with  a  view  to  an  increase  of  the  revenue  derivable 
from  imports.  When  this  revision  shall  take  place,  it 
ie  greatly  to  be  desired,  that  a  proper  regard  for  the 
industrial  interests  of  the  country  will  prompt  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  place  her  revenue 
laws  upon  such  a  basis,  as  to  afford  to  our  great  mining 
and  manufacturing  interests  the  largest  incidental  pro- 
tection. To  substitute  specific  for  ad  valorem  duties, 
on  a  certain  class  of  articles  which  from  their  nature 
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are  of  equal  or  nearly  equal  value, — or  to  change  the 
foreign  to  a  home  valuation, — with  a  moderate  increase 
of  the  rates  now  imiK)8ed,  would  I  am  satisfied,  infuse 
new  life  and  vigor  Into  all  the  various  departments  of 
industry,  and,  at  the  same  time,  without  imposing  bur- 
dens upon  the  people,  afford  to  the  Cicneral  Govern- 
ment a  revenue  ami)ly  sufficient  for  all  its  wants. 

The  early  admission  of  the  Territory  of  Kansfi®  as  one 
of  the  sovereign  States  of  the  Union,  under  a  constitu- 
tion legally  enacted,  and  fully  and  fairly  ratified  by 
the  direct  votes  of  a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  the 
Territory,  will  remove  from  the  National  Legislature 
a  subject  which  has  hitherto,  in  no  inconsid(»rable  de- 
gree, attracted  the  attention  of  the  Nation,  and  which, 
from  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  discussion  in  Con- 
gress, has  been  productive  of  much  crimination  and  re- 
crimination between  the  various  section©  of  our  com- 
mon country.  Popular  Sovereignty  having  finally  pre- 
vailed, in  the  full,  free  and  fair  adoi)tiop  of  the  fun- 
damental law  of  the  Territory,  according  to  the  wishes 
of  the  people,  this  vexed  and  dangerous  question,  in 
that  Territory,  may  now  be  considered  as  satisfactorily 
and  i>erpetually  settled. 

Copies  of  the  correspondence  between  the  Governor 
of  Virginia  and  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
subject  of  the  recent  outrage  at  Harper's  Ferry,  are 
herewith  transmitted  to  the  Legislature.  The  letter 
addroBsed  by  the  Governor  of  Virginia  to  the  Governor 
of  Pennsylvania,  was  missent  to  Harrisonburg,  Vir- 
ginia, and  hence  was  not  received  until  the  first  day  of 
December, one  day  before  the  execution  of  John  Brown; 
and,  therefore,  it  was  impossible  to  reply  to  it,  by  mail, 
in  time  to  reach  the  Governor  of  Virginia  before  the 
execution.  The  answer  was  conseciuently  sent  by  tele- 
graph, which  will  account  for  its  brevity  and  senten- 
tious character. 
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The  recent  seizure  of  the  public  property  of  the 
United  States  at  Harpcr't*  Ferry,  and  tli(^  invasion  of 
the  State  of  Virginia,  by  a  small  band  of  desperadoes, 
with  an  intention  to  excite  the  slave  poi>ulation  to  in- 
surrection, have  drawn  attention  to  the  dangers  which 
beset  our  federal  relations.  It  is  a  source  of  satisfac- 
tion to  know  that  the  authorities  of  Virginia  possessed 
the  means  and  the  determination  to  punii»h  olTenders 
with  promptness  and  justice; — that  the  military  force 
of  the  United  States  was  a  powia*  immediately  avail- 
able to  aid  in  putting  down  the  outbreak  against  the 
public  peace; — that  the  slave  ])opulation  were  content- 
ed with  their  condition,  and  unwilling  to  unite  with 
disorderly  white  men  in  acts  of  tn^ason  and  murder; — 
and  that  the  great  masses  of  the  people  hav(»  no  sym- 
pathy, whatever,  with  any  attack  upon  the  rights  and 
institutions  of  any  of  the  States,  and  have  a  deep  and 
abiding  devotion  to  our  great  and  glorious  Union.  To 
us,  as  Pennsylvanians,  it  is  gratifying  to  believe  that 
the  citizens  of  this  Conunonwealth  have  not,  in  any 
manner,  participated  in  tliis  unlawful  proceeding,  and 
to  know  that  when  some  of  the  guilty  perpetrators  were 
arrested,  within  oiur  jurisdiction,  they  were  ])romptly 
surrendered  to  the  justice  of  the  offended  and  injured 
State. 

The  several  States  of  this  Union  are  independent  sov- 
ereignties, except  ©o  far  as  they  have  granted  certain 
enumerated  powers  to  the  Federal  Government.  In 
cases  not  provided  for  in  the  Federal  Constitution,  the 
several  States,  in  their  relations  to  eacth  other,  ought 
to  be  governed  by  the  principles  which  regulate  the 
conduct  of  civilized  nations.  These  ]uinci])les  forbid, 
in  all  nations,  "every  practice  tending  to  excite  distur- 
bance in  another  State;"  and  are  founded  on  the 
maxim,  that  "different  nations  ought,  in  time  of  peace, 
to  do  one  another  all  the  good  they  can,  without  pre- 
judicing their  real  interest.''     This  maxim,  recognized 
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by  all  civilized  governments,  applies  witli  peculiar 
force  to  tbe  several  States  of  this  TTnion,  bound  to- 
gether, aa  they  are,  by  a  sacred  compact  for  mutual 
support  and  protectiou;  and,  therefore,  any  attempt 
in  one  State,  to  excite  insarrection  in  another,  is  an  of- 
fence against  all  the  States,  because  all  are  bound  by 
the  Constitution  to  put  down  such  disturbance;  and 
the  act  of  Congress  authorizes  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  call  out  the  militia  of  the  several 
States  for  the  pnrpose.  It  is  a  high  ofiFence  against 
the  peace  of  our  Commonweulth,  for  disorderly  persons 
within  our  jurisdiction,  to  combine  together  for  the 
purpose  of  stirring  up  insurrection,  in  any  of  tbe 
States,  or  to  induce  the  slaves  in  tbe  ^uthcrn  States 
to  abscond  from  their  mastero;  and  it  would  be  proper, 
in  my  judgment,  for  the  Genera!  AHHembly  to  consider 
whether  additional  legislation  mny  not  be  necessary  to 
insure  the  prompt  puuisliment  of  such  offenders 
against  our  peace  and  security. 

In  determining  our  relative  duties  towards  our  sister 
States,  the  morality  of  sevitiide  is  not  an  open  question, 
for  we  are  bound  by  the  legal  and  moral  obligation  of 
the  compact  of  the  Union,  under  which  we  have  been 
broaght  into  existence,  and  preserved  as  independent 
States,  as  well  as  by  the  principles  of  international 
law,  to  respect  the  in»<titutioD8  which  the  laws  of  the 
several  States  recognize,  and  in  no  other  way  can  we 
faithfully  fulfil  our  obligationf,  as  members  of  this 
confederacy. 

While  I  entertain  no  doubt  tlmt  the  great  Republican 
experiment  on  thi«  continent,  «)  happly  commenced, 
and  carried  forward  to  its  present  exalted  position,  in 
the  eyes  of  the  world,  will  continue,  under  the  Provi- 
dence of  God,  to  be  successful  to  the  latest  generations, 
it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  and  patriotism  to  be  watchful 
and  vigilant,  and  to  carefully  guard  a  treasure  so  price- 
less.— I<et  moderate  counsels  prevail — let  a  spirit  of 
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harmony  and  good  will,  and  a  national  fraternal  senti- 
ment be  cultivated  among  the  people,  everywhere — 
North  and  South — and  the  disturbing  elements  which 
temporarily  threaten  our  Union,  will  now,  as  they  have 
always  heretofore,  assuredly  pass  away. 

Pennsylvania,  in  the  past,  has  performed  her  part 
with  unfaltering  firmness — let  her  now,  and  in  the 
future,  be  ever  read}'  to  discharge  her  confederate 
duties  with  unflinching  integrity.  Then  will  her  proud 
position  entitle  her,  boldly  and  effectually,  to  rebuke, 
and  assist  in  crushing,  treason,  whether  it  shall  raise 
its  crest  in  other  States,  in  the  guise  of  a  fanatical  and 
irrepressible  conflict,  between  the  North  and  the  South; 
or  assume  the  equally  reprehensible  form  of  nullifica- 
tion, eeoesslon,  and  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  Her 
central  geographical  position,  stretching  from  the  bay 
of  Delaware  to  the  lakes — with  her  three  millions  of 
conservative  population — entitles  her  to  say,  with  em- 
phasis, to  the  plotters  of  treason,  on  either  hand,  that 
neither  shall  be  j)rrmif  ted  to  sii(M*eed — that  it  is  not  in 
the  power  of  either  to  disturb  the  jKM'iM'tiiity  of  this 
Union,  cemented  and  sanctitied,  as  it  is,  by  the  blood 
of  our  patriotic  fathei*** — that,  at  every  sacrifice,  and  at 
every  hazard,  the  constitutional  rij^hts  of  the*  p(H)ple 
and  the  States  shall  be  maintained — that  efjual  and 
exact  justice  shall  be  done  to  the  Xorth  and  to  the 
South — and  that  these  States  shall  be  forever  United. 

We,  as  a  people,  have  great  reason  to  acknowledge 
the  Providence  of  (Jod,  who  rules  over  the  nations  of 
the  earth.  Under  His  guardianship,  hitherto  so  sig 
nally  enjoyed,  we  feel  an  unabated  confidence  in  the 
permanency  of  our  free  government,  and  look  forward, 
with  cheerful  hope,  to  a  future  glorious  d(*stiny.  In 
the  blessings  that  hav(*  crowned  our  own  Tommon- 
wealth  the  past  year — in  the  success  that  has  accom- 
panied all  our  industrial  pursuits — in  the  steady  ad- 
vance of  our  educational  institutions — in  the  quiet  and 
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peace  of  our  dooiestio  homes — in  all  that  can  advance  ' 
a  nation's  prosperity  and  happiness — wt-  recognize  the 
hand  of  the  Great  (iiver  of  all  Oood. 

WILLIAM  F.  PACKER. 


CORRSSPONDBNCB  BETWEEN  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  VTR- 
OINIA  AND  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  PENNSYLVANIA.  RE 
FBRRBD  TO  IN  THE  FOREIGOING  MESSAGE. 

[Qoveraor  Wise  to  Governor  Packer.] 

Richmond,  Va.,  NoTember  25,  1869. 
To  HIb  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Dear  Sir — I  reBpecttull;  send  to  you  the  Information  con- 
tained In  a  letter  to  the  President  o(  the  United  Slates,  of 
which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy.  I  submit  It  to  you  in  the  con- 
fidence that  you  will  faithfully  co-operate  with  the  authori- 
ties of  this  State  in  preserving  the  peace  ot  our  coterminous 
bordeni.  NecesBlty  may  compel  us  to  pursue  Inva-lera  of  our 
Jurisdiction  Into  yours;  If  so,  you  may  be  assured  that  It  will 
be  done  with  no  disrespect  to  the  sovereignty  of  your  State. 
But  this  State  expects  the  confederate  duty  to  be  observed,  of 
guarding  your  territory  from  becoming  dangerous  to  our  peace 
and  safety,  by  affording  places  ot  depot  and  rendezvous  to 
tawleea  desperadoes  who   may  seek  to  make  war  upon  our 

With  the  highest  respect, 
I  am,  sir,  yours  truly, 

HENRY  A.  WISE. 

[Governor  Wise  to  James  Buchanan,  President  of  the  United 

States.] 
Richmond,  Va.,  November  25,  1859. 


Sir — I  have  Information  from  various  quarters,  upon  which 
I  rely,  that  a  conspiracy,  of  formidable  extent  In  means  and 
numbers,  la  formed  In  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  New  York  and 
other  States,  to  rescue  John  Brown  and  his  associates,  pris- 
oners at  Charlestown,  >  a.  The  Information  Is  speciflc  enough 
to  be  reliable.    It  convinces  me  that  an  attempt  will  be  made 


Papers  of  ttie  Governors. 


;ue  the  prlsaners.  and,  if  that  falls,  tfaea  to  seize  citizens 
B  State  as  boatages  and  victims  In  case  of  execution. 
tecuLlon  will  take  place  next  Friday  aa  certainly  aa  that 
la  can  aud  will  enforce  her  laws.  I  Lave  been  obliged 
out  one  thousand  mec,  whu  are  now  nnder  arms,  and. 
SBsary,  shall  call  out  the  whole  available  force  of  the 
to  carry  into  effect  the  sentence  of  our  laws  on  the  2(1 
■th  proximo.  Places  in  Maryland,  Ohio  and  Pennaylva- 
ve  been  occupied  as  depots  and  rendezvous  by  these 
adoes,  UBobBtructed  by  guards  or  otherwise,  to  Invade 
tate,  and  we  are  kept  in  continual  apprehension  of  oul- 
Irom  fire  and  rapine  on  our  bordera.  I  apprise  you  of 
facta  In  order  that  you  may  take  steps  to  preserve  pence 
m  the  States.  I  protest  that  my  purpose  is  peaceful, 
■at  1  ditictaim  all  threats  when  1  say.  with  all  the  might 
miog.  that  It  another  invasion  aseailn  this  fiiale  or  Its 
s  from  aay  quarter,  I  will  pursue  the  invaders  wherever 
nay  go  Into  any  territory,  and  punish  theiri  wherever 
^an  reach  them. 

all  send  copies  of  this  to  the  Governors  of  Maryland, 
and   pG nn sylvan la. 

With  due  respect  and  consideration, 

Youre  trulj--, 

HENRY  A.  WISE. 

graphic  Replj  of  Governor  Packer  to  Governor  Wise.] 
State  of  Pennsylvania, 
Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  Dec.  I,  1859. 
1  Excellency,  the  Governor  ol  Virginia,  Richmond,  Va.: 
-Your  letter  of  the  2Bth,  having  been  missent  to  Har- 
arg.  Virginia,  was  not  received  until  this  morning.  Of 
J  desperadoes  io  whom  you  refer,  not  a  man.  so  far  as 
earn,  was  a  citizen  of  Pennsylvania;  nor  was  their  ren- 
is  (which  yoii  say  was  unobstructed  by  guards  or  other- 
In  this  Stats,  but  in  Maryland  or  Virginia,  In  rela- 
)  them,  Pennsylvania  has  done  her  duty.  Virginia  has 
ht  to  anticipate  that  ohe  will  not  do  so  in  the  future, 
iformation  you  have  received  in  regard  to  a  conspiracy 
:ue  John  Brown,  will,  undoubtedly,  be  found,  in  the  se- 
itterly  and  entirely  without  foundation,  so  far  as  Penn- 
ia  is  concerned.  Nor  will  we  permit  any  portion  of 
rritory,  along  our  borders,  or  elsewbere,  to  be  made  a 
a  rendezvous .  or  a  refuge,  for  lawlesa  desperadoes,  from 
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other  States,  who  may  BeeK  to  make  war  upon  our  sontbem 
neishbora.  When  that  contingency  shall  happen,  the  conetl- 
tutlonal  and  contederale  duty  of  Pennsylvania  sball  b«  per- 
formed; and,  under  all  circumstances,  she  will  take  care  to 
see  that  her  honor  1b  tuUy  vindicated. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  in  Relation  to 
Actions  of  Ejectment." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Hnnisbiirg,  Jauuary  5,  1860. 
Gentlemen : — 

WITHIN  TEN  l)AyS  OF  THE  ADJOURNMENT 
of  the  last  General  Assembly,  a  bill  was  present- 
ed for  my  approval,  entitled  "An  Act  in  relation 
to  actionB  of  ejectment." 

The  bill  provides,  "that  in  actions  of  ejectment, 
where  the  defendant  or  defendants  shall  have  neglected 
or  refused  to  ap[>eai'  and  plead  on  or  before  the  term 
next  after  that  to  which  the  original  process  was  made 
returnable,  if  said  process  shall  have  been  duly  serred, 
the  court  shall  direct  a  plea  to  be  entered  for  the  de- 
fendant or  defeudante,  and  the  case  shall  proceed  to 
trial  and  judgment  as  in  other  cases:  Provided,  That 
the  writ  shall  have  been  so  served  on  the  party  actually 
claiming  the  title." 

The  object  of  this  bill  is  to  enable  the  plaintiff  to  ob- 
tain the  requisite  number  of  verdicts  to  settle  the  title, 
under  our  act  of  Assembly,  in  cases  where  the  defend- 
ant fails  to  appear  and  defend  the  action  brought. 
Were  it  left  optional  with  the  ])laintiff,  whether  to 
take  a  judgment  by  default,  at  the  second  term,  or  have 
the  cause  proceed  to  a  regular  jury  trial,  the  bill  would 
not  only  be  unobjectionable,  but  would,  I  am  satie&ed. 
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improvement  upou  the  existing  law.  But,  ac- 
5  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill  under  conBidera- 
Le  pliiintiir  has  no  election  iu  Ilic  mutter.  In 
is  where  default  is  made  by  the  defendant,  In  his 
ance  and  plea,  the  case  must  go  to  issue  and  trial 
a  jury.  This  would  be  productive  of  expense 
[lay,  without,  in  macy  instances,  being  of  any 
al  use  or  benefit.  Actions  of  ejettinent  are  fre- 
F  brought  simply  to  recover  possestiion,  where 
le  is  indisputable,  and  the  sooner  a  judgment 
.ined,  no  matter  whether  upou  a  verdict,  or  by 
:,  the  better  for  the  owner.  In  such  a  case,  to 
the  holder  of  the  legal  title  to  go  through  the 
f  a  jury  trial,  and  to  establish  the  validity  of  his 
ebere  it  is  not  gainsayed  or  questioned,  would 
lovcl  as  it  is  unnecessary  and  unjust.  Satisfied 
e  change  proposed  by  this  bill  would  mar  rather 
nprove  the  existing  law.  I  herewith  return  it  to 
aate,  where  It  originated,  without  the  Executive 
al,  for  re-coneiderntion. 

\VM.  F.  r ACKER. 


;  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Packer  Iron  Company." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  5.  ISfiO. 
:lemen : — 

THIN  TEN  DAYS  OF  THE  ADJOURNMENT 
nf  the  last  (jeneral  Assembly,  a  bill  was  pre- 
sented for  the  Executive  approvel,  entitled  "An 
Incorporate  the  Packer  iron  company."  This 
iposes  to  incorporate  a  company  to  be  called  the 
;r  iron  company,"  with  a  capita!  of  two  bun- 
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died  and  llfty  thousand  dollars,  with  power  to  increase 
the  same  to  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  "em- 
ployed in  mining  ore,  making  and  manufacturing  iron, 
rolling  railroad  iron,  mining  coal  and  limestone,  and 
transporting  and  vending  the  same,  and  for  such  other 
objects  as  may  be  necessary  in  the  prosecution  of  said 
business/' 

I  have  uniformly  withheld  the  Executive  approval 
from  bills  of  this  character,  and  have  repeatedly  pre- 
sented to  the  General  Assembly  my  objections  to  such 
legici^lation. 

By  the  act,  entitled  **An  Act  to  encourage  manufac- 
turing operations  in  this  Commonwealth,'-  approved 
April  7,  1849,  and  its  various  supplements,  provision 
has  been  made  for  the  incorporation  of  manufacturing 
and  mining  companies,  consequently  special  acts  of 
incorporation  for  such  purposes  are  entirely  unneces- 
essary.  Nay,  they  are,  in  my  judgment,  not  only  un- 
necessary, but  are  subject  to  uiany  and  grave  objec- 
tions. With  the  history  of  past  legislation  in  Penn- 
sylvania before  us,  it  can  scarc(»ly  be  necessary  to  say 
that  a  private  bill,  confined  to  a  single  locality,  or 
limited  in  its  application  to  a  particular  company,  is 
not  likely  to  receive  at  the  hands  of  the  legislature  that 
consideration  which  its  importance  demands,  and 
which  w  always  given  to  a  general  bill  apj)lying  to  and 
afifecting  every  part  of  the  State.  It,  therefore,  often 
happens,  that  from  mere  inattention,  powcTs  are  grant- 
ed which  should  be  withheld,  and  restrictions  omitted 
which  ought  to  be  imposed.  As  a  nec(*ssary  conse- 
quence it  follows  that  each  corj)oration  has  a  law  of  its 
ow^n;  there  is  neither  uniformity  nor  equality  in  the 
rights,  privileges  and  immunities  conferred,  nor  in 
the  liabilities  and  restrictions  imposed.  Ilence,  that 
which  one  corporation  may  do  with  impunity,  is  ex- 
pressly forbidden  to  another  of  precisely  the  same  gen- 
eral character.    One  will  be  subject  to  a  bonus  and 
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onerous  taxation,  while  another  will  be  exempt  from 
both.  At  one  session  of  the  Legislature,  charters  will 
be  granted  viiih  a  liberal  hand  for  almaH  every  con- 
ceivable purpose,  with  few  restrictions;  while,  at  an- 
other, they  will  be  refused  for  similar  purposes,  or  if 
granted,  will  be  hedged  in  by  the  most  stringent  provi- 
sions. To  illustrate  the  entire  absence  of  uniformity, 
in  important  particulars,  in  special  acts  granting  cor- 
porate powers,  passed  at  the  6*ame  session,  I  would  re- 
spectfully call  the  attention  of  the  General  Assembly 
to  the  fact,  that  of  nine  bills  for  purposes  nearly  iden- 
tical, passed  near  the  close  of  the  last  Legislature,  all 
of  which  will  be  returned  without  the  Executive  sanc- 
tion, the  provisions  for  the  individual  liability  of  stock- 
holders are  a%si  various  as  the  bills  are  numerous. 
While  in  some  the  stockholders  are  made  individually 
liable  for  the  payment  of  all  or  nearly  all  of  the  cor- 
porate debts,  and  the  performance  of  the  corporate 
contracts,  in  others,  (he  individual  liability  is  extreme- 
ly limited  in  character  and  extent,  and  not  one  of  them 
corresponds  with  the  general  law  fixing  the  individual 
liability  of  stockholders  in  manufacturing  and  mining 
companies.  Surely  there  should,  in  this  respect,  at 
least,  be  uniformity. 

Under  the  general  law,  manufacturing  and  mining 
companies  are  required  to  pay  to  the  Commonwealth 
a  bonus  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of 
the  capital  stock  of  each  company.  In  some  of  the 
bills  now  before  me,  and  heretofore  referred  to,  this 
bonus  is  limited  to  the  amount  of  capital  stock  actually 
paid  in;  in  others  it  is  entirely  omitted;  and,  in  others 
still,  it  is  made  to  correspond  with  the  general  law. 
Of  the  latter  description  is  the  particular  bill  under 
consideration.  Why  the  practice  of  the  government 
in  the  exaction  of  a  bonus  for  corporate  privileges  for 
manufacturing  and  mining  purposes,  should  not  be 
uniform,  and  bear  equally  upon  all,  it  i»  difficult  to  con- 
ceive. 
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Special  acts  of  iuoorpoiatioii,  if  defensible  at  all,  can 
only  be  justified  where  uo  general  provision  has  been 
made  by  law  for  granting  such  charters.  Great  evils 
grow  out  of  the  defective  machinery  proi-ided  for  the 
practical  operations  of  companies  organized  under 
special  laws.  The}'  claim  to  be  exempt  from  the  gen- 
eral law,  and  hence  to  remedy  defects  in  their  charters, 
frequent  occasions  arise  for  supplementary  acts,  which 
fill  our  statute  books,  although  of  no  public  interest, 
and  occupy  a  large  portion  of  the  time  and  attention 
of  the  General  Assembly,  to  the  exclusion  of  more  im- 
portant subjects  of  legislation.  Let  it  not  be  urged, 
that  the  general  law  is,  in  some  of  its  details,  objec- 
tionable and  unuecessarily  restrictive,  and  that  com- 
panies decline  to  commence  business  operations  under 
its  provisions.  If  it  were  conceded  that  this  assump- 
tion is  founded  in  truth,  instead  of  furnishing  u  reason 
for  granting  various  and  multifarioue  charters,  crowd- 
ing our  law  books  with  special  legislation  and  our 
courts  with  litigation,  it  presents  an  irrefragible  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  so  modifying  and  amending  the  gen- 
eral law  as  to  make  it  clearly  meet  the  wants  of  the 
business  community.  A  tithe  of  the  time  and  labor  em- 
ployed in  the  passage  of  special  charters,  by  each  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  to  avoid  the  provisions  of  the  general 
law,  if  devoted  to  its  amendment,  would  long  since 
have  perfected  its  details  and  made  it  acceptable  to  all. 
Then  those  having  accepted  charters  and  transacting 
business  under  it,  would  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the 
change.  All  would  be  placed  upon  a  common  plat- 
form, without  the  rivalry  of  kindred  corporations  hav- 
ing the  unfair  advantage  of  peculiar  and  special  priv- 
ileges secured  to  them  by  special  legislation.  If  a 
modification  of  the  law  be  deemed  advisable,  I  will 
cheerfully  co-operate  with  tlie  Generiii  Assembly  in 
effecting  such  proper  amendments  as  may  be  consid- 
ered promotive  of  the  public  interests,  and  conducive 
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prosperity  of  those  eLgagfd  in  milling  or  maoa- 
-iiig  pursuits. 

ertaining  these  views,  I  cannot  approve  this  bill, 
LOse  of  a  like  fharacti-r  now  before  me;  it  is,  there- 
in pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  Conetitu- 
Lerewilh  returm'd  to  thf  Senate,  in  which  it  or- 
ed,  for  re- consideration, 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


le  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
he  Western  Coal-Oil  and  Iron  Company." 
Executive  Chamber, 
Unrrisburg,  January  5,  1860. 
itlemen: — 

ILL.  ENTITLED  "A^T  ACT  TO  INCOBPOHATE 
tlic  Wcslcrn  t/oainil  and  iron  (-{inipany,"  waa 
presented  for  my  ajjproval  within  ten  days  of  the 
rnment  of  the  last  Legislature. 
returning  this  day  to  the  Kenatc,  without  the 
itive  approval,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  Act  to  incor- 
e  the  Packer  iron  company,"  I  stated  Boniewhat 
igth  my  objections  to  bills  of  this  character,  to 
i  I  respectfully  invite  the  attention  of  the  Gen- 
Lssembly. 

'  the  reasons  therein  stated,  I  Iierewitli  return  the 
ow  before  me  to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  origi- 
,  without  the  Executive  approval,  for  rc-consid- 

<D. 

WM.  F,  PACKER. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  ''An  Act  Relating  to  the 
Claim  of  Thomas  Morley,"  for  Damages  Done  by 
the  North  Branch  Canal. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Ifarrisbnrg,  January  5,  18G(). 
Gentlemen: — 

ON  THE  13TH  OP^  APRIL  LAST,  A  lULL  WAS 
presented  for  my  approval,  entitled  **An  Act  re- 
hiting  to  the  claim  of  Thomas  Morley." 

My  objections  to  this  bill  an*,  first,  that  it  is  incon- 
gruous, and  second,  that  it  is  unnecessary. 

The  first  section  direct**  the  State  Treasurer  to  pay 
to  Thomas  Morley  seven  thousand  dollars,  in  full,  for 
damages  done  to  his  real  estate*,  in  Wyoming  county, 
by  the  construction  of  the  North  Branch  canal,  while 
the  proviso  directs  the  Auditor  General,  State  Treas- 
urer and  Attorney  (Jeneral,  to  examine  the  claim  of 
Thomas  Morley,  for  damages,  and  if  it  shall  appear  to 
them  that  any  damage  has  been  sus^tained,  th(»n  they 
are  to  give  written  notice  to  the  president  of  the  Sun- 
bury  and  Erie  railroad  company,  and  to  the  president 
of  the  Upper  North  Branch  cannl  company,  and,  after 
liearing  the  parties,  the  commissioners  are  to  de- 
termine what  amount  (»f  damajjjes  are  <lue  to  the  claim- 
ant; and,  if  the  amount  is  not  paid  by  the  Tapper  North 
Branch  <*anal  comjinny  within  thirty  days,  execution 
shall  be  issued  against  the*  company  to  collect  the 
same. 

The  section,  in  the  first  i)lace,  nam<^  the  sum  due  to 
the  claimant,  and  directs  the  Stnte  Treasurer  to  pay  it, 
and  immediately  follows  the  ju'oviso  appointing  com- 
missioners to  ascertain  if  anything  be  due,  and  direct- 
ing that  the  amount  so  found  due  shall  be  collected 
from  the  North  Branch  canal  company  by  execution, 
without  any  provision  for  the  entry  of  a  judgment  upon 
the  report.  Such  a  bill,  in  my  judgment,  ought  never 
to  become  a  law,  even  if  it  were  necessary  and  proper 
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88  a  spetiiil  act  for  the  wttU'iiieiit  of  tht'  claim. 
■ily,  however,  no  necessity  exista  for  any  addi- 
I  legislation  on  the  eiibjett,  iiijiBmiich  as  nn  nit 
:)UBst'd  by  the  lust  Li-gisliitiirc,  pi-dviriing  a  mode 
he  assessment  and  ret-overy  of  damngi-K  on  the 
1  Branch  eanal,  embracing  the  jiiesent  ease,  as 
as  all  others  of  a  similar  character.  It  wonld, 
fore,  be  manifestly  improper  to  legislate  for  each 
::ular  claimant,  or  to  iiroyide.  separate  and  dis- 
modes  for  ascertaining  their  damages. 
?  bill  is.  therefore,  herewith  returmnl,  without 
Dxecutive  approval,  to  the  Senate,  where  it  or- 
ted,  for  re-consideriition. 

\VM.  F.  PACKER. 


le  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  .Appoint  Com- 
isioners  to  Sell  the  North  Western  Railroad." 

Executive  (jliauiber, 
Harrishiirfi,  January  ,"»,  IStiO. 
itlemeu: — 

THE  13Tn  DAY  OF  APHIL  L.\ST.  A  HILL 
was  presented  for  Execntivc  approval.  I'ntitled 
"An  Act  to  aj)point  commissioners  to  ncll  the 
i-Western  railroad." 

indicated  by  its  title,  the  bill  names  commission- 
ith  authority  to  sell  the  North-Western  railroad 
her  with  its  franchises,  at  such  time  and  upon 
terms  as  they  may  thiuk  proper,  and  proposes  to 
porate  the  purchasers  as  a  new  body  corporate. 

the  time  the  bill  was  presented  to  me  for  ap- 
.1, 1  had  reliable  information  that  proceedings  had 
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already  been  commenced  in  a  court  of  competent  jur- 
isdiction,  with  a  view  to  sell  the  aforesaid  railroad  and 
its  franchises,  upon  a  mortgage  duly  executed  by  the 
railroad  company.  Considering  the  proposed  legis- 
lation an  improper  interference  with  the  legal  rights 
of  the  mortgage  creditors,  I  withheld  from  it  my  ad- 
sent.  -Subsequently  to  the  passage  of  the  bill,  a  sale 
has  been  had,  under  a  decree  in  equity,  made  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  and,  consecjuently,  the 
bill  would  now  be  inoperative,  even  if  it  should  become 
a  law. 

It  is,  therefore,  herewith  returned  to  the  Senate, 
where  it  originated,  without  the  Executive  approval, 
for  re-consideration. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  **A  Further  Supplement  to 
an  Act  Regulating  Lateral  Railroads/' 

Executive  Chamber, 
ITarrisburg,  January  5,  1860. 
Gentlemen : — 

ON  THE    DAY    PRECEDING  THE    FINAL    AD- 
journment  of  the  Inst  General  Assembly,  a  bill 
was  presented  to  me  for  approA'fil,  entitled  "A 
further  supplement  to  an  act  regulating  lateral  rail- 
roads." 

The  first  and  only  section  of  the  bill  provides,  "That 
when  the  owner  or  owners  of  any  mines  of  iron  ore, 
within  the  county  of  Blair,  shall  desire  to  construct 
a  railroad  therefrom,  under  the  surface  of  the  earth, 
he  or  they,  their  agents,  engineers  and  artists,  may 
enter  upon  the  lands  of  other  persons,  in  said  county 
of  Blair,  where  the  said  railroad  enters  under  the  sur- 
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face,  and  thereon  mark  out  so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
necessary  for  a  place  for  the  deposit  of  rock,  slate  and 
earth  excavated  in  the  working  of  said  mines,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  acre,  and  he  or  they  may  appropriate  and 
use  the  same  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  sul)ject,  never- 
theless, to  all  the  provisions  and  restrict  ions  of  an  act, 
entitled  'An  Act  regulating  lateral  railroads,'  passed 
the  fifth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eiglit  hundred  and 
thirty-two,  and  the  sujjplements  thereto."  It  will  be 
seen  that  this  bill  proposes  to  take  private  property 
for  private  use,  without  the  owner's  consent.  This  i» 
clearly  unconstitutional. 

To  take  from  a  man  his  property,  without  his  con- 
sent, can  only  be  done  in  the  exercise  of  the  right  of 
eminent  domain — a  power  belonging  to  every  sover- 
eignty. This,  how^ever,  consists  in  the  right  to  take 
private  property  for  public,  but  not  for  private  use. 

There  is,  it  is  true,  no  express  conMitutional  prohi- 
bition of  a  legislative  enactment  authorizing  ])rivate 
property  to  be  taken  for  private  use;  but  no  such  pro- 
hibition was  requisite,  for  it  is  not  a  legitimate  exer- 
cise of  the  law-making  power,  to  declare  that  one  man 
may  take  another's  property  without  his  consent,  even 
upon  making  compensation  therefor. 

All  legislative  power,  not  expressly  or  by  clear 
implication  withheld  by  the  Constitution,  may  law- 
fully be  exercised  by  the  General  Assembly.  But,  a 
power  not  legislative  in  its  character,  cannot  thus  be 
exercised,  even  though  not  (»xpressly  or  impliedly  with- 
held. 

In  the  absence  of  any  constitutional  provision,  pri- 
vate property  might  be  taken  for  public  use,  without 
compensation  to  the  ow^ner,  and  his  power  might  be 
given  by  the  General  Assembly  to  a  public  corpora- 
tion; but,  to  avoid  the  manifest  injustice  of  taking 
private  property,  even  for  public  use,  without  paying 
for  it  a  fair  equivalent,  the  fourth  section  of  the  sev- 
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enth  article  of  the  Coni*titiitioii  declares,  that  "The 
Legislature  shall  not  invest  any  corporate  body,  or  in- 
dividual, with  the  i)rivilej];e  of  taking  private  property 
for  public  use,  without  recjuiring  such  corporation,  or 
individual,  to  make  compensation  to  the  owners  of  said 
proj^erty,  or  give  adeijuattt  scainity  therefor,  before 
such  property  shall  be  taken/' 

*'Nor  shall  any  man's  property''  (says  the  tenth  sec- 
tion of  the  ninth  article)  *'be  taken  or  applied  to  pub- 
lic use,  without  the  consent  of  his  reprei^entatives,  and 
without  just  conii)ensation  being  made." 

There  is,  it  will  be  observ(^d,  no  prohibition  of  the 
power  to  take  private  property  for  i)rivat<'  use,  with- 
out making  compensation,  IxM-anse  the  power  to  take 
it  for  such  a  purpose  did  not  exist  in  the  Lt^gislature; 
and,  consefpiently,  there  was  no  necessity  for  restrict- 
ing or  limiting  the  exercitn*  of  such  power. 

To  prevent  misconstruction,  it  is  jiroper  to  observe, 
that  the  constitutionality  of  the  hiws  regulating  lateral 
railroads,  and  private  roads,  has  been  sustained  chiefly 
upon  the  ground  that  six  per  cent,  of  each  grant  of 
land  was  originally  r(»s(*rved  by  th(»  Stat(*  for  roads 
and  highways,  and  that,  to  this  extent,  the  grantee 
held  his  land  in  trust  for  thi.^  ]mii)()se;  nnd  then^fore, 
to  give  one  man  a  right  of  way  ov(*r  the  land  of  an- 
other, upon  making  compensation,  was  not  to  take  one 
man*s  property  and  give  it  to  another,  without  his  con- 
sent. In  other  words,  the  grant  from  the  Common- 
wealth was  upon  the  implied  condition  that  govern- 
ment might  thereafter  give  to  the  public,  or  to  private 
individuals,  the  right  of  way  over  or  through  the  lands 
granted,  and,  to  indemnify  the  grantee  against  injury 
thereby,  six  acres  were,  without  charge,  added  to  every 
hundred  acres  sold. 

Although  the  bill  under  consideration  is  entitled  "A 
further  supplement  to  an  act  regulating  latcM'al  rail- 
roads,''  it,  in  fact,  bears  no  affinity  to  the  lateral  rail- 
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law,  but  is  simply  an  attempt  to  tiike  private 
rty  for  private  use,  withont  the  consent  of  its 
r. 

loving  that  this  caonot  be  done,  and  tliat  Ibis  biti 
arlj  in  violation  of  the  Constitution,  1  am  eon- 
led  to  witlihold  from  it  tbe  Executive  approval, 
ercwith  return  it  to  tbe  Senate,  wbere  it  originat- 
ir  rc-cousidt'ration. 

\VM.  F.  I'Af'KER. 


le  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Relating  to  the 
"ectors  of  the  Poor  and  House  of  Employment 
the  County  of  Washington." 

Executive  Chamber. 
Harrisburg,  January  5,  186n. 
itlemeu: — 
THE  1;{TH  DAY  OF  APRIL  LAST,  A  BILL 
was  pi-esented  for  my  approval,  entitled  "Ao 
Act  relating  to  tbe  directors  of  tbe  poor  and 
■  of  employment  for  the  county  of  Washington."' 
i  first  Beotion  of  the  bill  piovides,  "tliat  ail  claims 
existing  against  tlie  directors  of  tbe  poor  and 
!  of  employment  for  the  comity  of  Washington, 
be  presented  to  the  said  directors  for  settlement 
ayment,  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of  October, 
Domini,  one  thousand  eiglit  hundred  and  fifly- 
,  and  all  claims  hereafter  arising  against  (he 
iirectors,  shall  be  presented  for  settlement  and 
ent  within  one  year  from  their  respective  dates, 
on  tbe  failure  of  any  creditor  to  comply  with  the 
sions  aforesaid,  he  shall  be  forever  barred  from 
ecovery  of  his  claims:     Provided  however.  That 
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this  sectioD  shall  not  ho  so  construed  as  to  create  a 
har  to  the  recoven'  of  any  claim  within  the  statutory 
period  of  six  years,  if  the  same  is  presented  to  said 
directors  as  hcneia  before  required." 

The  second  section  relates  (o  the  expenses  of  bury- 
iDg  paupers,  and  contains  nothing  particularly  objec- 
tionable. 

The  first  section,  however,  which  I  have  quoted 
at  length,  contains  provisions  to  which  the  objections 
are  most  palpable,  and  in  my  opinion  insuperable.  It 
will  be  observed  that  the  bill  practically  repudiates  all 
existing  claims  against  the  directors  of  the  poor  of 
the  county  of  Washington,  by  requiring  the  perform- 
ance of  an  utter  impossibility,  to  prevent  such  claims 
from  being  forever  barred.  According  to  the  terms 
of  the  bill,  claims  due  at  the  time  of  its  passage,  could 
not  be  enforced,  unless  they  were  presented  on  or  be- 
fore the  1st  day  of  October,  1858,  when  the  bill  itself 
was  not  passed  until  April,  1859.  This  objection, 
alone,  wonld  be  sufficient  to  prevent  its  approval. 

But,  as  the  period  fixed  in  the  bill,  probably  occurred 
bv  a  mistake,  it  mav  not  be  amiss  to  remark  that  if  the 
1st  of  October,  185J),  had  been  named  instead  of  a  day 
then  past,  the  bill  still  could  not  have  received  the 
Executive  approval. 

In  returninj::  to  the  General  Assemblv  at  the  session 
of  1858,  a  bill  with  a  similar  title,  and  containing  sim- 
ilar provisions,  I  gave  somewhat  at  length  my  reasons 
for  not  approving  of  that  bill;  which  will  be  found  in 
the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  that 
year,  page  507,  to  which  I  respectfully  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Legislature. 

For  the  reasons  above  referred  to,  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration is  herewith  returned  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, where  it  originated,  without  my  approval. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


le  Assembly  Vetoing  "A  Supplement  to  an  Act 
Incorporate  the  Richmond  and  Schuylkill  Pas- 
iger    Railroad  Company." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harciflborg,  January  5,  ISfiO. 
Qtletncn: — 

THE  DAY  OF  THE  PINAL  ADJOURNMENT 
of  the  last  Lt'gislatnre,  a  bill  was  presf^nted  for 
my  approval,  entitled  "A  supplement  to  un  act 
corj'oi'^tp  the  Ricbmond  and  Sebuylkill  Passen- 
ailroad  company,  approved  March  26,  1859." 
a  bill  provides,  "that  whenever  the  Richnioud  and 
j'Ikili  PassoHger  railroad  company  shall  find  it 
aary  to  occupy  the  track,  or  a  portion  of  the  track, 
y  other  pasBenger  railway  company,  on  the  route 
d  down  iu  the  act  incorporating  said  Richmond 
^'hnylkill  Passenger  railroad  company,  they  are 
y  anthorized  and  empowered  to  do  so,  upon  their 
g  to  the  company  whose  track,  or  portion  of 
,  they  may  occupy,  one-half  of  the  cost  of  the 
ruction  of  said  track,  or  portion  of  track,  the 
to  be  ascertained  by  the  return  made  by  said 
any  to  the  councils  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
ovided  for  in  the  ordinances  regulating  city  pas- 
T  railroads;  Provided,  That  the  said  Richmond 
ichuylkiil  Passenger  railroad  company  shall  pay 
proper  portion  of  the  expenses  necessary  to  keep 
portion  of  any  such  road  or  street  through  which 
IS  in  repair." 

annot  approve  this  bill.  It  not  ooly  proposes  to 
r  on  a  subsequent  corporation  franchises  already 
ed  to  pre-existing  companies,  but  it  fixes  the 
ensation  to  be  made  therefor,  without  allowing 
orapanies,  whose  franchises  are  thus  jiroposed 
taken,  an  opportunity  of  being  heard  upon  the 
ioo  of  the  amount  of  damages  sustained. 
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Under  the  Coustitution  of  this  Com iuod wealth,  pri- 
vate property  cannot  be  taken  for  public  use,  without 
just  compensation  being  made;  nor  can  it  be  taken 
for  private  use,  with  or  widiout  compensation,  with- 
out thf  consent  of  the  owner.  The  property,  including 
the  franctiises.  of  a  corporation,  like  those  of  an  indi- 
vidual, may  be  taken  for  public  use  upon  compensatioa 
being  made;  but  it  may  be  seriously  questioned, 
whether  the  taking  of  a  franchise  from  one  corpora- 
tion, and  conferring  it  upon  another  of  precisely  sim- 
ilar character,  to  be  used  for  a  like  purpose,  is  such 
a  taking  for  public  use  as  is  contemplated  by  the 
Constitution,  Whether  the  whoh;  or  only  a  part  of 
the  corporate  fraochises  be  taken,  does  not,  in  my 
opinion,  change  the  question.  If  a  part  can  be  law- 
fully taken,  so  can  the  whole.  I  do  not  say  that  this 
may  not  be  done;  but  I  am  very  clear  that  nothing  but 
the  most  palpable  and  urgent  necessity  can  justify 
such  an  exercise  of  legislative  power.  If,  however, 
the  power  of  the  Ije<;islatuie  to  authorize  one  rail- 
road company  to  run  its  cars  over  the  railway  of 
another  company,  without  its  consent,  be  admitted, 
it  surely  will  not  be  pretended  tiiat  the  owners  of  the 
franchise  has  not  an  unquestionable  right  to  be  heard 
in  fi-ting  the  value  of  the  grant,  and  the  payments 
to  be  made,  for  its  enjoyment.  By  the  constitutional 
right  to  compensation,  it  is  implied  that  it  shall  be 
an  adequate  compensation,  and  this  carries  with  it 
the  right  ot  the  party  grieved  to  he  heard  in  determ- 
ining what  is  an  adequate  compensation.  The  de- 
termination of  that  question  belongs,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  to  the  judiciary,  rather  than  to  the  Ijegislatnre, 
I  am  not  to  he  understood  that  it  must  necessarily 
be  tried  in  a  court  of  justice,  but  it  should  be  before 
a  competent  and  impartial  tribunal,  where  the  parties 
can  he  present,  and  be  heard  by  their  witnesses,  them- 
selves, their  representatives  or  their  counsel.    No  one 
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can  **be  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty  or  property,  unless 
by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  the  law  of  the  land." 
A  private  act  of  Assembly,  passed  without  notice, 
by  which  the  property  of  one  man  is  taken  away  and 
given  to  another,  upon  the  payment  of  a  sum  named 
in  the  act,  is  neither  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  nor  the 
law  of  tlie  land.  Take  the  case  before  us:  The  bill 
under  consideration  proposes  to  give  to  the  Richmond 
and  Schuylkill  Passenger  railway  company  the  right 
to  run  its  cars  over  lertain  other  raih\a\8,  upon  pay- 
ing one-half  of  the  cost  of  construction,  and  a  proper 
proportion  of  the  expense  of  repairs.  This  may  or 
may  not  be  an  adequate  compensation  for  the  priv- 
ileges granted.  The  benefits  and  advantages  con- 
ferred upon  the  one  company,  and  the  injuries  and 
disadvantages  to  be  sustained  by  the  other,  may 
largely  exceed  the  moiety  of  the  cost  of  construc- 
tion and  repairs.  At  all  events,  the  parties  to  be 
afif(»cted  are  entitled  to  a  hearing,  and  until  that  is 
had,  no  reliable  judgment  on  the  subject  can  be  formed. 

The  proposed  legislation,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  discover,  is  unprecedented — it  is  of  doubtful  con- 
stitutionality— and  clearly  improper,  if  the  power 
exists. 

For  these  reasons  1  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  withhold 
my  signature  from  the  bill,  and  to  return  it  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  where  it  originated,  for 
re-consideration. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  for  the  Division 
of  North  and  South  Union  Townships,  in  the  Coun- 
ty of  Fayette,  for  all  Purposes," 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  5,  1860. 
Gentlemen : — 

ON  THE  IITH  DAY  OF  APRIL  LAST,  THREE 
days  prior  to  the  final  adjournment  of  the  taat 
General  Assembly,  a  bill  was  presented  for  my 
approval,  entitled  "An  Act  for  the  divisioD  of  North 
and  South  Union  townships,  in  the  county  of  Fayette, 
for  all  purposes." 

The  reason  assigned  for  the  passage  of  this  bill,  is 
stated  in  the  preamble  to  be,  that  tlie  township  of 
Union  was  divided,  by  an  act  passed  in  1851,  into 
two  election  districts.  The  thirteenth  section  of  the 
act  of  the  15lh  of  April,  1834,  relating  to  counties 
and  townships,  and  county  and  township  officers,  gives 
to  the  several  courts  of  quarter  sessions  full  authority, 
within  their  respeitive  counties,  to  divide  "any  town- 
ship already  erected,  and  to  alter  the  lines  of  any 
two  or  more  adjoining  townships,  so  as  to  suit  the 
convenience  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  to  caase 
the  lines  or  boundaries  of  townships  to  be  ascertained 
and  established."  There  is,  therefore,  no  necessity  for 
the  passage  of  this  special  bill — full  and  ample  provi- 
sion having  already  been  made  for  such  cases  by  a 
general  law. 

My  objections  to  bills  of  a  similar  character  have 
been  heretofore  so  frequently  and  fully  stated,  that 
it  can  scarcely  be  necessary  to  repeat  them  on  this  oc- 
casion. In  a  word,  this  is  n  local  question,  devoid 
of  all  general  interest,  and  ought,  therefore,  to  be  de- 
termined by  the  local  authorities  appointed  by  law 
for  its  decision.  How  is  it  possible  for  the  members 
of  the  Tjegislature  to  vote  noderstandingly  on  the  ques- 


Papers  of  the  Governors. 


I  of  a  division  of  Uaion  township,  in  Fayette 
ut,v;  or  how  is  the  Executive  to  be  informed  on 

subject?  Tbe  court  of  quarter  BessiouB  of  the 
iity  eau  have  all  tbe  facts  of  tbe  case  before  it — 
^port  from  impartial  viewui-s  apiwiuteU  to  gu  ui>on 

ground  and  fully  iovestigate  the  facts  of  the  caae 

the  propriety  of  tbe  division,  and  finally  need  only 
ide  after  having  given  to  all  parties  feeling  an  in- 
:Bt  in  the  question  a  full  and  fair  hearing,  either 
themselves  or  tbeir  counsel.  That  justice  will  in 
b  ease  be  done,  is  not  to  be  doubted-  The  law 
ing  devolved  upon  the  courts  the  responsibility  of 
ding  townships,  and  clothed  them  with  all  neces- 
1'  powera  to  protect  all  private  as  well  as  public 
rests,  which  may  be  involved  in  the  decision  of  the 
stion;  and  believing  the  law,  in  all  respects,  wise 

salutary,  T  would  not  distnrb  it  by  any  special  en- 
tient.  Nor  can  I  see  any  reason  for  making  the 
icnt  case  an  exception  to  the  general  rule  which 

hitherto  governed  Executive  action  on  similar 
stions. 

be  bill  is,  therefore,  herewith  i-eturned  to  the 
ise  of  Kepresentatives,  where  it  originated,  without 

Executive  approval,  for  such  action,  on  the  part 
he  General  Assembly,  as,  after  a  reconsideration 
he  question,  it  may  deem  wise  and  expedient. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "A  Supplement  to  an  Act 
for  the  Relief  of  the  West  Chester  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  for  Other  Purposes." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  5,  1860. 
Gentlemen : — 

ON  THE  14TH  DAY  OP  APRIL  LAST,  A  BILL 
was  presented  for  the  ExecutiTe  approval,  enti- 
tled '*A  supplement  to  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
West  Chester  railroad  company,  and  for  other  pur- 
posee,  approved  the  16th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1838." 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  declares,  "that  so  much 
of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  which  relates 
to  the  president,  managers  and  company  of  the  Port 
Clinton  bridge,  near  the  forks  of  the  river  Schuylkill, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  renewed  and  revived,  and 
shall  have  the  same  force  and  be  as  effectual  as  when 
first  passed  into  a  law." 

By  referring  to  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  sought 
to  be  revived  and  CBtablished  in  full  force,  it  will  be 
found  that  the .  commissioners  of  the  counties  of 
Schuylkill  and  Berks,  or  a  majority  of  them,  are  au- 
thorized to  subscribe  for  such  number  of  shares  of 
the  capital  stock  of  the  bridge  company  as  they  may 
deem  expedient.  At  the  time  the  original  act  was 
passed,  the  CoDstitution  of  Pennsylvania  did  not  pro- 
hibit municipal  corporations  from  subscribing  to  the 
capital  stock  of  incorporated  companies;  but  now,  by 
the  seventh  section  of  the  eleventh  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution as  amended,  it  is  expressly  declared,  that  "the 
Legislature  shall  not  authorize  any  county,  city,  bor- 
ough, township  01:  incorporated  district,  by  virtue  of 
a  vote  of  its  citizens  or  otherwise,  to  become  a  stock- 
holder in  any  company,  association  or  corporation, 
or  to  obtain  money  for,  or  loan  its  credit  to,  any  cor- 
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•tioD,  association,  iostitution  or  party."  In  view 
lis  provision  of  the  Conatitutiou,  the  Legislature 
3wi'r]pBS  to  revive,  and  to  give  force  and  effect 
)  much  of  the  original  act  incorporating  the  presi- 
,  tnaniigei'S  and  company  of  the  Port  Clinton 
ge,  as  authorizes  the  commissioners  of  the  coun- 
of  Bet'liB  and  Schuylkill  to  siihscrihe  to  the  capital 
!;  of  the  company, 

lould  this  bill  become  a  law,  its  effect  would  prob- 
be  to  revive  the  other  portions  of  the  original  en- 
lent;  but  whore  any  part  of  a  bill  ia  clearly  in 
ition  of  the  Coustihition,  the  duty  of  withholding 
I  it  the  Execativt-  sanction  becomes  imperative. 
D  make  no  essential  difference  whether  the  propo- 
n  be  to  revive  an  old  enactment,  which  has  become 
itory  by  lapse  of  time,  or  to  adopt  a  new  atatule, 
be  practical  effect  in  each  case  is  the  same. 
?lieving  that  the  General  .\Bsembly  has  no  con- 
itional  warrant  lo  enact  what  this  bill  proposes, 
I  herewith  i-etiirned,  without  the  Executive  np- 
al,  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  where  it 
inated,  for  re-consideration. 

WM.  F.  PACKEK. 


:he  Assembly  Vetoing;  "An  Act  for  the  Relief  of 
ugiistns  J.  Knhn,  of  Lancaster  County,  a  Soldier 
the  War  of  1812." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  ">.  ISCO. 
?ntlemen : — 

>J  THE  DAY  OF  THE  FINAL  ADJOURNMENT 
of  the  last  General  Assembly,  a  bill  was  present- 
ed for  Executive  approval,  entitled  "An  Act  for 
relief  of  Augustus  J.  Kuhn,  of  Lancaster  county,  a 
ier  of  tbe  war  of  1812," 
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The  fffeamble  to  the  bill  states  that  Augastus  J. 
Kahn  entered  the  service  of  the  United  States  as  a 
BOldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  that  at  the  time  he 
so  entered  he  was  a  sound,  able  bodied,  and  temperate 
mao;  but  that  io  the  discbarge  of  bis  duty  as  a  soldier, 
he  contracted  disease  and  subsequently  became  deaf, 
and  affected  in  his  eye  sight,  and  unable  to  attend  to 
his  business  as  a  druggist. 

The  first  and  only  section  of  the  bill  directs  the  State 
Treasurer  to  pay  to  the  said  Augustus  J.  Kuhn  a 
gratuity  of  forty  dollars,  and  an  annuity  of  forty  dol- 
lars during  his  life,  payable  half  yearly,  commencing 
on  the  first  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1859. 

A  sense  of  duty  compels  me,  reluctantly,  to  refuse 
the  Executive  sanction  to  this  bill.  The  facts  stated 
in  the  preamble  constitute  a  strong  appeal  to  the 
justice  and  liberality  of  the  General  Government,  in 
whose  service  the  duty  was  performed,  and  the  loss 
of  health  sustained.  An  application  made  to  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  or  to  the  proper  depart- 
ment of  the  government,  in  behalf  of  this  disabled, 
Invalid  soldier,  would  nndonbtedlj  nii'et  with  a  favor- 
able response. 

Pennsylvania,  it  is  true,  has  for  a  scries  of  years, 
granted  gratuities  and  annuities  to  the  very  few  re- 
maining soldiers  of  the  Itevolution;  but  she  has  never 
extended  her  generosity  beyond  the  soldiers,  and 
widows  of  soldiers  of  the  war  of  Independence,  and 
the  Indian  wars  immediately  following  it.  !Nor  in 
my  judgment,  is  it  proper  for  her  now  to  increase  her 
pension  list.  If  it  is  extended,  it  should  be  made  to 
embrace  all  having  similar  claims  upon  our  sympathy. 
And  this  would  most  likely  be  the  result  if  this  bill 
r.ere  permitted  to  become  a  law.  When  snch  a  move- 
ment is  made,  is  it  not  eminently  proper  that  the 
subject  should  be  fully  discussed  and  properly  under- 
stood? 
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may  well  be  doubted  wbetUer  it  is  not  better  to 
•  the  wholt  Bysteui  of  peosiouB  for  oatioDal  ser- 
i  to  the  Xational  Goveriimeut;  so  that  the  public 
ty  may  be  bestowed  equally  upon  all  according  to 
t,  and  without  reference  to  the  residence  of  lie 
er  before  he  entered  on  duty,  or  the  particular 
3  in  which  he  may  locate  after  the  war  Is  over. 
Oeaeral  Government,  with  her  inimenBe  revenue, 
well  afford  to  be  generous  aa.  well  as  just  to  the 
.at  old  soldiers  who  ho  nobly  eustained  her  flag 
^r  second  war  of  independence. 
■.e  small  sum  of  money  which  the  bill  under  con- 
■ation  proposes  to  grant  annually  to  AuguBtua 
nhn,  is  comparatively  of  little  consequence  to  tlie 
e;  but  this  precedent  upon  the  statute  book  woold 
Lie  prelude  to  thousands  of  applications  for  pen- 
i  eud  gratuities  from  soldiers,  and  widowti  of  sol- 

of  the  war  of  Ji-^IS,  and  to  the  ancual  iMiymeut  of 
;  suras  of  money  from  the  Treasury  of  the  Corn- 
wealth  for  services  rendered  to  the  Luited  States, 
le  services  constitute  a  fair  claim  upon  the  Treas- 
of  the  nation,  and  will  doubtless  ultimately  be 

and  freely  recognised  by  the  General   Govern- 

lese  considerations  have  induced  me  to  withhold 
Executive  approval  from  the  bill  before  me.  It  is, 
?fore,  herewith  returned  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
atives,  where  it  originated. 

WM,  F.  PACKER, 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Authorize  the 
Appointment  of  Commissioners  to  Examine  and 
Adjust  Certain  Claims,  Et  Cetera." 

Executive  Cbamber, 
Harrisburg,  Januarj  5,  1860. 
Gentlemen: — 

ON  THE  DAY  OF  THE  ADJOURNMENT  OF  THE 
last  General  AsBembly,  a  bill  was  presented  for 
the  approval  of  the  Executive,  entitled  "An  Act 
to  anthome  the  appointment  of  commisaioners  to  ex- 
amine and  adjust  certain  claims,  et  cetera." 

The  preamble  to  the  bill  recites,  that  the  Common- 
wealth baa  certain  claims  against  James  J.  Dull,  and 
that  the  said  Dull  has  claims  against  the  Common- 
wealth; and  the  first  section  provides,  "that  the  Au- 
ditor General  is  hereby  authorized  to  settle  and  adjust 
tbe  mutual  claims  of  the  parties  aforesaid:  Provided, 
That  the  said  claims  be  presented  to  the  Auditor  Gen- 
eral within  sixty  days  after  the  passage  of  this  act." 
So  far  the  bill  is  unobjectionable.  Tbe  second  section, 
however,  provides  for  the  meeting  of  commissioners 
•  to  settle  the  same  claims.  Tbe  two  sections  ace  en- 
tirely inconsistent  and  irreconcilable  with  each  other. 
CoDsequectly  tbe  bill,  were  it  to  become  a  law,  would 
be  of  no  practical  benefit  to  the  parties  interested  in 
its  passage.  For  this  reason,  I  herewith  return  it  to 
the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  where  it  originated,  for 
reconsideration. 

WM.  P.  PACKER. 
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the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Extending  the 

imits  of  the  Borough  of  Beallsville,  in  the  County 

!  V\'ashington,  for  School  Purposes." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Hiirrisburg,  Janaarj  5,  1860. 

entlemen: — 

dE  BILL,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  EXTENDING 
the  limits  of  the  borough  of  Beallsville,  in  the 
county  of  Washington,  for  school  purposes,"  was 

.ented  for  ni.y  approval  on  (he  14th  day  of  April 

proposes  to  attach  certain  specified  portions  of 
adjoiuing  township,  belonging  to  and  occupied  by 
ain  inhabitants  named,  to  the  borongh  of  Bealls- 
■,  tor  school  puipoaes,  and  is  therefore  objettion- 
,  because  it  interferes  with  the  pvoviHiouB  of  the 
?ral  sihool  law,  which  makes  each  township  and 
lugh  a  school  district.  This  organization  of  dis- 
s  secures  greater  equality  of  municipal  rights  and 
loneibilities,  and  greatly  promotes  the  interests 
he  schools.  The  policy  of  the  school  law,  iu  this 
eet  is  undoubtedly  wise  and  salutary,  and  should  ■ 
be  departed  from,  except  in  cases  of  extreme  ne- 
ity;  and  for  such,  sufficient  provision  has  already 
I  made  by  law,  through  the  agency  of  the  courts, 
territory  in  question  should  be  annexed  to  Bealls- 
'  for  all  borough  purjioses,  or  none;  and,  if  the 
bitants  named  in  this  bill  will  not  consent  to 
first  proposition,  they  have  no  just  cause  of  com- 
Qt  in  being  denied  special  privileges  by  special 
ilation,  that  cannot  be  granted  to  others  without 
roying  the  integrity  and  harmony  of  the  school 
em  iu  one  of  its  most  essential  and  commendable 
urea, 

the  citizens  asking  this  legislation  have  not 
ler  school  facilities  in  the  township,  they  can  exert 
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their  inflnence  with  the  directors  or  at  the  hallot  box, 
to  secure  a  reformation  of  the  school  affairs  of  the 
district;  or  they  can  apply  to  the  court  of  quarter  ses- 
sions for  the  removal  of  such  members  of  the  board 
as  are  unfaithful  to  their  trust,  and  the  appointment 
of  suitable  persons  in  their  place.  If  the  difficulty 
be  owing  to  the  inconvenient  location  of  their  proper 
school  house,  an  arrangement  by  which  their  children 
mav  be  received  into  the  Beallsville  schools,  if  there 
be  room  for  them,  can  be  made  and  enforced  under  the 
terms  of  the  ninth  division  of  the  twenty -third  section 
of  the  act  of  1854,  which  provides,  that  "if  it  shall  be 
found  that,  on  account  of  great  distance  from,  or  dif- 
ficulty of  access  to,  the  proper  school  house  in  any 
district,  some  of  the  pupils  thereof  could  be  more  con- 
veniently accommodated  in  the  schools  of  an  adjoin- 
ing district,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  directors  or 
controllers  of  such  adjoining  district  to  make  an  ar- 
rangement by  which  such  pupils  may  be  instructed 
in  the  most  convenient  school  of  the  adjoining  district; 
and  the  expense  of  such  instruction  shall  be  paid  as 
may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  directors  or  controllers 
of  such  adjoining  district." 

Aside  from  the  insuperable  objections  upon  prin- 
ciple, which  have  been  mentioned,  the  bill  is  defective 
in  permitting  the  right  of  suffrage,  for  school  purposes, 
on  the  part  of  the  persons  named,  in  the  township 
from  which  th(\v  have  been  detached;  or,  if  that  be 
not  the  true  construction  of  the  ambiguous  provisions 
of  the  section,  then  the  bill  deprives  them  of  the  right 
of  suffrage  for  school  purposes  in  the  township,  and 
does  not  confer  it  upon  them  in  the  borough,  and  they 
are,  to  that  extent,  disfranchised. 

Believing  that,  for  the  reasons  stated,  this  bill  ought 
not  to  become  a  law,  it  is  herewith  returned  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  where  it  originated,  without 
the  Executive  approval. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 
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To  the  Asscinbiy  Vetoing  "An  Act  Authorizing  the 
Laying  out  of  a  State  Road  from  the  Centre  Turn- 
pike, near  Ilennershiis'  Church,  via  Stout's  Ferry 
Bridge,  to  a  Point  near  Frank  Hainb'  Tavern  in 
Berks  Coinitj'." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harris  burg,  January  5,  1860. 
Ucntlfim-ri:— 

ON  TIIK  lITIi  DAY  OF  APRIL  LAf>T,  THREE 
(lny»  bcfort-  the  final  ndjournmCDt  of  the  Gen- 
pphI  Aascnibly,  u  hill  was  prt'st^uled  for  my  ap- 
proval, t'Ulitk'd  "Ah  act  niiLliurizing  the  laying  out  of 
a  8tati'  road  from  tt»'  {'nitpf  turnpike,  near  Hcnner- 
Rliiln'  elnipi'b,  via  Htout's  I'Vrry  bridge,  to  a  point  near 
Knuik  IlaiTin"  tavern,  in  Berks  county." 
•The  <ilpjeil  propoaed  to  be  nttained  by  the  passage 
of  thiN  hill.  iH  Hunicicully  indicated  by  the  title.  The 
route  for  llie  road  anthorixed  is  entirely  within  the 
limits  of  Berks  i-ounty,  and  although  it  is  denominated 
a  State  load,  it  is,  neverlheleBa,  simply  a  local  road, 
completely  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  of 
(juarter  seasione  of  that  county.  The  people  of  Berka 
eounty  Imve  the  greatest  Intei'eat  in  the  proper  loca- 
tion of  the  imblic  roads  and  highways  within  their 
own  county,  and  the  whole  control  of  that  question 
is  rightly  committed  to  (heir  own  courts,  which  are 
fully  competent  to  determine  whether  any,  and  if  any, 
what  roads  shall  he  laid  out  and  opened.  In  estab- 
lishing local  tribunals  and  conferring  on  them  full 
power  to  act  in  the  premises,  the  T^egislature  has  dia- 
cliarged  its  duty — the  remainder  of  the  work,  to  be 
intelligently  and  properly  performed,  should  be  done 
by  the  citizens  of  the  eounty.  under  tlie  direction  and 
supervision  of  judges  chosen  hy  tliose  who  are  imme- 
diately interested  in  the  work  to  be  accomplished. 

Members  of  the  Legislafwre,  coming  from  other  and 
remote  counties  in  the  Stnte.  cannot,  in  the  nature  of 
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things,  be  informed  of  the  relative  merits  of  an  ap- 
plication for  a  public  road  in  Berks  county,  and  ought 
not  to  be  asked  either  to  locate  such  road,  or  to  ap- 
point citizens  of  that  county  to  act  as  viewers  to  per- 
form that  duty.  The  law  has  confided  the  appointing 
power  in  such  cases  to  a  home  tribunal,  responsible 
to  the  people  of  the  county,  certainly  much  better  in- 
formed on  the  subject,  and  entirely  competent  to  its 
performance. 

I  have  invariablv  refused  the  Executive  sanction  to 
bills  of  this  character;  and  hence,  in  accordance  with 
the  policy  heretofore  adopted,  and  for  the  reasons 
herein  stated,  this  bill  is  herewith  returned  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  where  it  originated,  for  re- 
consideration. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  East  Scranton  Improvement  Company/' 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  5,  1860. 
Gentlemen: — 

ON  THE  13TH  DAY  OF  APRIL  LAST,  THE  DAY 
preceding  the  adjournment  of  the  last  General 
Assembly,  a  bill  was  presented  for  my  approval, 
entitled  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the  East  Scranton  im- 
provement company." 

This  bill  is  in  all  respects,  except  the  title  and  the 
names  of  the  corporators,  identical  with  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  Act  to  incorporate  the  New  York  and  Car- 
bondale  coal  company,"  this  day  returned  with  my 
objections  to  the  House  of  Representatives;  and  I 
respectfully  refer  the  attention  of  the  General  As- 
sembly to  the  message  accompanying  said  bill,  for  the 
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M'nsDiis  nbich  impel  nie  to  decline  approTiDg  the 
Itill  DOW  under  coDBideration,  which  1  lierewith  return 
to  tlie  House  of  Kcpi-e8eiitati\'e8,  where  it  originated, 
foi-  re-Lonsideration. 

W.M.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  Bills  for  the  Incorporation 
of  Certain  Companies. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harneburg,  January  5,  ISfW. 
Gentlemen:— 

I  HEREWITH  RETURN  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REP- 
resent  a  tives,  in  whicb  tbej  originated,  the  billa 
untitled  as  follows,  viz: 
"An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Allen  rolling  mill." 
"An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Bethlehem  mining  com- 
pany." 

■'.\n  Act  to  incorporate  the  Hope  raanufacturiug 
company." 

"An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Perry  coal  and  oil  com- 
pany." 

"An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Rebecca  iron  company." 
"Ad  Act  to  incorporate  the  Lehigh  iron  company." 
"Ad  act  to  incorporate  the  Harmony  Anthracite  coal 
company." 

The  foregoing  bills  were  severally  presented  to  me 
for  approval  within  ten  days  of  the  adjournment  of 
the  last  Ijegislature.  They  have  not  been  approved; 
but  are  now  returned,  with  my  objections,  which  will 
be  found  in  a  message  of  this  date,  returning  to  the 
Senate,  without  my  approval,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
to  incorporate  the  Packer  iron  company,"  to  which 
the  attention  of  the  General  Assembly  is  respectfully 
referred. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  New  York  and  Carbondale  Coal  Company." 
Execntive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  5,  1860. 
QeDtlemen: — 

ON  THE  DAY  OF  THE  FINAL  ADJOURNMENT 
of  the  laBt  General  Assembly,  a  bill  was  pre- 
sented to  me  for  approval,  entitled  "An  Act 
to  incorporate  the  New  York  and  Carbondale  coal 
company." 

Althongh  this  bill,  by  its  title,  purports  to  be  an 
act  for  the  incorporation  of  a  coal  company,  it  is  in 
reality  a  proposition  to  incorporate  a  company  with 
power  to  "purchase,  hold  and  convey  real  and  personal 
estate,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  one  millian  of  dol- 
lars, and  not  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars." Were  the  bill  to  become  a  taw,  and  the  com- 
pany to  be  organized,  the  only  corporate  business  that 
eonld  lawfully  be  done  by  it  would  be  the  purchase 
and  sale  of  real  and  perBonal  estate.  Is  it  necessary 
or  prudent  to  create  corporations  for  such  a  purpose? 
The  purchase  and  sale  of  real  and  personal  estate 
are  among  the  ordinary  avocations  of  life — they  em- 
brace the  every  day  business  transactions  between 
man  and  man — and  it  has  yet  to  be  demonstrated  that 
they  cannot  be  as  wisely  and  satisfactorily  made  by 
individuals  and  co-partnerships  as  they  can  by  cor- 
porations. As  well  might  corporations  be  created  for 
the  purpose  of  buying  and  selling  merchandize,  keep- 
ing public  houses,  buying  and  selling  horses  or  cattle, 
or  any  other  lawful  business  whatever,  as  for  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  bill 
under  consideration.  Indeed,  it  is  questionable 
whether  many  of  those  objects  are  not,  by  a  liberal 
construction,  embraced  in  the  bill. 

If  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  this  bill  was  to 
a^regate  a  large  araonnt  of  capital,  and  invest  it  in 
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irchase  of  real  estate  in  PennBylvania,  in  order 
Id  it  until  large  proflts  can  be  realized  by  its 
n  small  [jarcela,  at  a  greatlj  eolianced  price,  it 
I'ell  be  doubted  whether  sueli  a  monopoly  would 

beneficial  to  the  public,  or  afford  a  eafe  prece- 
for  the  future.  The  quantity  of  land  which  the 
iny  may  hold,  so  that  it  does  not  exceed  in  value 
lillioii  of  dollars,  ie  uuliniited,  aud  its  location 
iefloed.  The  character  and  the  quantity  of  tlie 
]a!  estate  which  it  may  buy  and  sell,  within  the 

named,  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  board  of 
ors.     While  it  has  a  name,  it  has  no  local  babita- 

lu  my  opinion  the  policy  of  creating  such  a  cor- 
on  is  more  than  problematical.  The  experiment 
ight  with  danger.  Special  priviiegea  should  only 
anted  where  their  exercise  would  clearly  and 
estly  promote  the  public  welfare.  As  no  public 
can  possibly  result  from  the  creation  of  more 
lative  or  trading  corporations,  and  as  this  bill 
nifeetly  of  that  character,  I  am  in  the  discharge 
>laio  duty  in  withholding  from  it  the  Executive 
val. 

bill  is,  therefore,  herewith  returned  to  the  House 
presentatives,  where  it  originated,  for  re  con- 
tion. 

WM.  F.  P.\CKER. 


le  Senate  Nominating  Wm.  R.  DeWitt  to  be 
State  Librarian. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrishurg,  January  10,  I860, 
a tors : — 

ONFORMITY  WITH  THE  .VCT  OF  THE  GEN- 
■al  Assembly,  approved  the  25th  day  of  January, 
.  D.  1854,  I  do  hereby  nominate,  for  the  advice 
>ii8eDt  of  the  Senate,  Wm.  R.  DeWitt,  of  Dauphin 
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coanty,  to  be  State  Librariao,  tor  tfae  period  of  three 
years  from  the  flrBt  Monday  io  February  next. 

WM.  F.  packer; 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  Bills  for  the  Incorporation 
of  Certain  Companies. 

Executive  Chamber, 
HarriBburg,  February  22, 1860. 
GeDtlemen : — 

I  HEREWITH  RETURN,  WITHOUT  THE  EXECU- 
tive  approval,  to  the  House  of  RepreBentatives, 
where  they  originated,  for  re-conflideratioo,  id  par- 
suaace  of  the  provisiouB  of  the  Constitution,  the  bills 
entitled  as  followB,  viz: 
"Ao  Act  to  incorporate  the  Cambria  coal  company," 
"An  Act  to  incorporate  the  SuIlivaD  County  coal 
company." 

For  the  reasouB  which  couBtrain  me  to  disapprove 
these  bille,  I  respectfully  refer  the  attention  of  the 
General  ABsembly  to  the  message  transmitted  to  the 
Legislature  on  the  5th  day  of  January,  ultimo,  in  re- 
turning, with  my  objectionB,  the  bill  passed  at  the 
last  session,  entitled  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the 
Packer  iron  company." 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Trustees  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Lunatic  Hospital. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harpjsbarg,  March  8,  1860. 
Senators: — 

I  DO  HEREBY  NOMINATE.  FOR  THE  ADVICE 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  in  conformity  with  the 
requirements  of  the  fifth  sertioD  of  the  act  of  As- 
Beuibly  of  the  14th  of  April,  A,  D.  1S45,  establishiug 
an  aHjlnm  for  the  insane  poor  of  the  Commonwealth, 
A.  G.  Waterman,  Esq.,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and 
Philii)  Doughertv  and  John  H.  BriggB,  Esqra.,  of  the 
county  of  Dauphin,  to  be  trustees  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Lunatic  hospital,  for  three  years  from  the  16th 
of  the  pffsent  month. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To   the   Senate   Nominating   Thomas   H.   Burrowes 
to  be  State  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools. 
Executive  Chamber, 
Harrishurg,  March  8,  1860. 
Senators : — 

IDC  HEREBY  NOMIN.ATE,  FOR  THE  ADVICE 
aod  consent  of  the  Senate,  in  conformity  with  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  Assembly  of  the  18th  of 
April,  1857,  separating  the  State  and  School  Depart- 
ments, Thomas  H.  Burrowes,  Esq.,  of  the  city  of  Lan- 
caster, to  be  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  of 
this  Commonwealth,  for  three  years  from  the  first 
Monday  of  June  next. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  American  Steam  Plow  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, of  Lancaster  County." 

Ezecntive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  14, 1860. 
Gentlemen : — 

A  BILL,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE 
the  American  Steam  Plow  manafactaring  com- 
pany of  Iiancaster  county,  has  been  preeented 
for  my  approrat. 

By  a  sapplement  to  the  general  manufacturing  law, 
approved  April  Ist,  1853,  provision  has  been  made  for 
the  incorporation  of  companieB  formed  for  the  manu- 
fotare  of  articles  from  "iron  and  other  metalB,"  or 
"from  wood,  iron  and  other  metals."  This  exteoaion 
of  the  law  clearly  embraces  such  companies  as  the  one 
proposed  to  be  incorporated  by  the  hilt  under  consid- 
eration; and,  therefore,  in  accordance  with  the  rule 
which  I  have  heretofore  invariably  followed,  I  am  con- 
strained to  withhold  from  it  the  Executive  approval. 

It  cannot  be  necessary  again  to  repeat  the  reasons 
which  have  influenced  me  in  declining  to  approve  of 
special  acts  of  incorporation  for  mining  or  manufac- 
turing companies  embraced  within  the  provisions  of 
the  general  law  and  its  supplements;  but  I  would  re- 
spectfully refer  the  General  Assembly  to  former  com- 
mnnicatiouB  from  the  Executive  on  this  subject,  where 
my  views  have  been  given  in  detail. 

Consistency,  as  well  as  a  clear  conviction  of  duty, 
demands  a  strict  adherence  to  the  policy  heretofore 
indicated  relative  to  this  species  of  legislation;  and. 
accordingly,  the  bill  is  herewith  returned  to  the  Sen- 
ate, where  it  originated,  for  re-consideration. 

WM.  F.  P.\CKER. 
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e  Assembly  \'etoing;  "An  Act  to  Provide  for 
icing  Part  of  the  Cleveland  and  Pittsburg  Rail- 
d,  and  for  the  Better  Protection  of  Property  in 
.ver  County." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  14. 1860. 
.tlemeu: — 

ILL  HAS  BEEX  PRKSENTED  FOR  EXECU- 
tive  approval,  entitled  "'An  Act  to  provide  for 
fencing  part  of  the  Cleveland  and  Pittsburg  rail- 
and  for  the  better  protectioa  of  pi'0|>ertj'  in 
r  county," 

first  and  only  section  of  the  bill  provides,  "That 
levetand  and  Pittsburg  railroad  company  shall. 
1  six  mouths  after  the  passage  of  this  act.  erect 
hereafter  maintain  good  and  sufficient  fences 
the  line  of  their  road,  within  tiie  county  of 
r,  wherever  the  same  may  be  necessary,  together 
such  catth^-guards  and  other  erections  and  de- 
ae  are  required  in  connection  with  such  fences, 
e  said  object  of  protection  and  prevention;  and, 
default  of  said  company  to  erect  such  fences, 
-guards,  erections  and  devices,  as  aforesaid,  said 
loy  shall  pay  full  damages  for  any  injury  to 
]  or  property  occasioned  by  such  default,  to  be 
ted  as  other  debts  of  like  amount  are  by  law  col- 
objection  to  this  bill  is,  that  it  imposes  on  the 
land  and  Pittsburg  railroad  company,  so  far  as 
located  in  Pennsylvania,  a  liability  from  which 
other  railroad  company  in  the  Commonwealth 
mpt.  These  companies  are  now  liable  to  respond 
nages  for  all  injuries  which  may  be  sustained  by 
1  of  the  negligence  of  their  officers,  agents  or 
yes,  and  the  records  of  our  judicial  tribunals 
that  this  liability  is  enforced  to  its  fullest  ex- 
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tent;  bnt  it  has  never  been  held  that  a  failure  to  con- 
itruct  a  fence  along  the  line  of  its  road  was  negligence 
in  a  railroad  company.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  a  rule 
of  law,  well  settled  in  this  and  several  of  our  sister 
States,  that  where  cattle  are  suffered,  by  their  owaer, 
to  go  at  large,  and  they  stray  upon  a  railroad,  fenced 
or  otherwise,  and  are  killed,  no  recovery  can  be  had, 
by  the  owner,  against  the  railroad  company  for  the 
loss  of  his  cattle;  but  that  he  is  himself  liable  for  any 
injury  which  may  accrue  in  consequence  of  such  ob- 
Btmction  to  the  track  of  the  railway.  This  salutary 
rule  is  founded  upon  the  consideration  that  the  rights 
and  safety  of  the  public  are  paramount  to  the  conveni- 
ence of  an  individual;  and  the  history  of  the  past 
proves  coDclusivelj  that  the  preservation  of  the  lives 
of  the  thousands  who  daily  pass  over  our  railroads,  in 
a  great  degree  depends  upon  its  strict  enforcement. . 

It  is  proposed  by  this  bill,  that  so  far  as  the  Cleve- 
land and  Pittsburg  railroad  is  concerned,  or  at  least 
that  part  of  it  located  in  Beaver  county,  the  measure 
of  liability  shall  not  depend,  as  heretofore,  solely  on 
the  question  of  negligence,  but  on  the  fact  of  whether 
the  road  is  fenced  or  otherwise.  If  such  a  relaxation 
or  change  of  the  principle  alluded  to  would  be  an  im- 
provement of  the  law,  (of  which  I  am  by  no  means 
satisfied,)  instead  of  being  confined  to  a  particular  rail- 
road in  a  single  county,  it  should  be  made  to  apply  to 
all  the  railroads  in  the  Commonwealth.  Were  this 
bill  to  become  a  law,  a  recovery  might  be  had  against 
the  Cleveland  and  Pittsburg  railroad  company  for  dam- 
ages occasioned  by  the  killing  of  a  horse  or  a  cow 
found  on  the  track  of  the  company's  railway,  while 
the  owner  would  himself  be  liable  for  damages,  if  llic 
same  animal  had  been  killed  on  the  track  of  the  Pitts- 
burg, Fort  Wayne  and  Chicago  railroad,  in  the  same 
county.  A  change  in  the  rules  of  law,  producing  a 
result  80  strikingly  unjust  and  anomalous,  must  nee- 
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essarily  be   auwise   and   injudicious,   and,   therefore, 
should  I>o  avoided. 

Believiog,  foi'  the  reasons  stated,  that  this  hill  ought 
not  to  become  a  law,  I  herewith  return  it,  without  the 
Executive  approval,  to  the  Senate,  where  it  originated, 
for  re-consideration. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  .Assembly  Vetoing  "A  Supplement  to  an  Act 
to  Incorporate  the  Mount  Joy  Savings  Institution, 
Approved  the  13th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1853." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrieburg,  March  15, 1860. 
Gentlemen: — 

I  RETURN,  HEREWITn.  WITHOUT  THE  EXECU- 
Vm-  approval,  tn  (hi'  House  of  Representatives, 
where  it  originated,  the  hill,  entitled  "A  supple- 
ment to  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Alount  Joy  savings 
institution,  approved  the  llith  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1853." 
The  Mount  Joy  savings  institution  was  incorporated 
nuder  the  provisions  of  an  art  approved  the  13th  day 
of  May,  1853,  with  a  capital  of  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
and  with  corporate  privileges,  such  as  are  usually 
granted  to  similar  institutions.  The  bill  under  con- 
sideration proposes  to  change  the  name  of  the  corpora- 
Kon  to  that  of  the  Mount  Joy  Bank;  to  confer  upon  the 
company  full  banking  privileges,  including  the  right 
to  issue  bank  notes,  and  to  enlarge  the  capital  stock 
in  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  with  power 
to  increase  the  same  by  the  additional  sum  of  seventy- 
five  thousand  dollars.  Substantially,  this  proposition 
is  to  create  a  new  bank  of  issue,  with  an  authorized 
capita!  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
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I  have  heretofore,  in  commaaicatioDS  to  the  Oeo- 
eral  Aasemblj,  repeatedly  expressed  m;  determinatioD 
not  to  give  the  Execntive  approval  to  bills  cbartering 
additional  banks,  without  a  radical  change  of  the  en- 
tire banking  system.  For  the  reasooa  which  have  led 
me  to  this  conclusion,  and  for  a  statement  of  my  views 
apon  the  subject  generally,  I  respectfully  refer  the 
I«gislatare  to  my  inaugural  address,  and  to  the  annual 
measages  which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  communicat- 
ing to  the  General  Assembly. 

Being  thoroughly  impressed  with  the  conviction  that 
the  mode  of  creating  banks  of  issue  which  has  hitherto 
prevailed  in  this  Commonwpalth,  is  wrong  in  principle, 
and  that  existing  laws  are  wholly  inadequate  to  the 
creation  and  maintenance  of  a  safe  paper  currency,  I 
should  consider  myself  derelict  in  the  performance 
of  a  high  duty,  were  I  to  give  the  Executive  sanction 
to  the  creation  of  additional  banks,  without  any  re- 
form in  our  general  banking  laws.  To  grant  new 
charters  under  our  present  system,  is  calculated  to  aid 
in  defeating  all  attempts  to  change  it.  But  let  it  be 
understood  that  a  fixed  determination  exists  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  grant  no  more  special  char- 
ters, and  that  hereafter  no  power  shall  be  given  to 
any  man,  or  body  of  men,  to  circulate,  as  money,  his 
or  their  promissory  notes,  without  first  securing  their 
redemption  beyond  a  contingency,  and  the  required 
change  will  speedily  follow.  If  the  necessities  of  trade 
and  the  advancement  of  our  business  interests  require 
increased  banking  capital  aud  additional  banking  fa- 
cilities, let  a  well  digested  general  banking;  law  be 
adopted,  affording  ample  and  certain  provision  for 
the  security  of  the  noteholders,  and  then  the  privi- 
leges to  be  exercised  and  the  benefits  conferred  will  be 
common  to  every  individual  and  to  all  sections  of  the 
State — while,  at  the  same  time,  the  circulating  notes 
will  be  founded  npon  a  secure  and  aubstantlal  basis, 
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and  may  pass  freely,  among  all  classes,  without  any 
fear  that  they  will  prove  valueless  in  the  hands  of  the 
last  unfortunate  holder.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
savings  institution  which  this  bill  proposes  to  change 
to  a  bank  of  issue,  nor  to  the  place  of  its  location, 
but  for  the  simple,  but  cogent  reason,  that  I  am  utterly 
opposed  to  any  and  all  increase  of  banks,  under  exist- 
ing laws.  I  deem  it  an  imperative  duty  to  withhold 
my  approval  from  this  bill,  and  to  return  it  for  re- 
consideration, in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  **An  Act  Relative  to  the 
Estate  of  Levi  D.  Seltzer,  Late  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  Deceased.'' 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  16,  1860. 
Gentlemen: — 

A    BILL,    ENTITLED    *\\N   ACT  RELATIVE   TO 
the  estate  of  Levi  D.  Seltzer,  late  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana,   deceased,'-    has   been   presented   for 
my  approval. 

After  reciting,  in  its  preamble,  that  Levi  D.  Seltzer, 
a  citizen  of  New  Orleans,  died  in  the  borough  of  Har- 
risburg, in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  unmarried  and 
without  issue,  leaving,  by  will,  his  property  to  his 
brothers,  sisters  and  nieces,  the  bill  provides  that  all 
the  estate  of  which  the  said  Levi  D.  Seltzer  died  seized 
and  possessed,  and  which,  at  the  time  of  his  decease, 
was  not  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
shall  be  released  from  all  collateral  inheritance  tax 
whatever. 
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i  cannot  approve  thia  bill,  for  many  reasons.  If,  as 
stated  in  the  preamble,  Levi  D.  Seltzer,  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  was  a  citizen  of  New  Orleans,  this  bill  is 
entirely  unnecessary,  for,  where  neither  the  property, 
nor  the  domicil  of  the  owoer,  is  within  the  State  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  no  collateral  inheritance  tai 
can  be  charged  apon  the  estate  of  the  decedent,  or  any 
part  of  It.  But,  if  at  the  time  of  his  death,  the  domicil 
of  the  testator  was  within  the  Commonwealtb  of  Feiin- 
sylrania,  his  real  and  personal  estate  within  the  State 
is  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  collateral  inherilante 
tax;  and,  so  far  as  the  personality,  at  least,  is  con- 
cerned, whether  within  or  without  the  limits  of  the 
State,  the  tax  is  properly  chargeable  upon  all  that  the 
testator  possessed  at  the  time  of  his  decease.  If  the 
estate  in  question  is  liable  to  the  collateral  inheritance 
tax,  under  the  rules  of  law  as  they  have  been  settled 
in  other  cases,  I  know  of  no  reason  why  it  should  be 
relieved  from  the  payment  of  the  tax;  and,  if  it  is  not 
liable,  then  the  proposed  legislation  is  of  no  avail. 
This  question  of  liability  depending,  as  it  does,  in  rela- 
tion to  property  out  of  the  State,  entirely  on  the  ques- 
tion of  domicil,  is  one  peculiarly  proper  for  the  in- 
vestigation of  our  judicial  tribunals;  but,  it  may  not 
be  amiss  to  remark,  that  from  the  cursory  examinatiou 
which  I  have  been  enabled  to  give  this  case,  it  is,  to 
my  mind,  clear  that  at  the  time  of  his  death  the  tes- 
tator was  a  resident  of  the  borough  of  Harrisburg. 
In  his  will  be  describes  himself  as  of  Earrisbnrg,  in 
the  county  of  Dauphin,  and  State  of  Pennsylvania; 
and,  in  devising  his  real  estate,  he  mentions  one  por- 
tion'as  the  house  wherein  he  then  resides.  Stronger 
evidence  of  domicil  tban  the  testator's  own  written 
declarations,  just  previous  to  bis  death,  could  scarcely 
be  imagined.  Believing,  as  I  do,  that  the  recital  in  tbe 
preamble  that  Levi  D.  Seltzer  was,  at'  the  time  of  his 
death,  a  citizen  of  New  Orleans,  is  nosustained  by  the 
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facts  of  the  case,  aod  that  this  mistaken  recital  waa 
calculated  to  mislead  tbc  General  Assembly,  I  havi- 
deemed  it  mj  duty  to  return  the  bill,  without  the  Ex- 
ecutive approval,  to  the  House  of  Kepresentatives. 
where  it  originated,  for  reconsideration, 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Supplemental  to 
an  Act  for  the  Incorporation  of  the  Pittsburg,  Kit- 
tanning  and  Warren  Railroad  Company." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisborg,  March  19, 1860. 
Gentlemen:— 

A  BILL,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  SUPPLEMENTAL 
to  ail  act  for  the  incorporation  of  the  Pittsburg, 
Kittatiiiing  and   Warren  railroad  company."  is 
herewith  returoed,  without  the  Executive  approval, 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  where  it  originated, 
for  re-consideration. 

.  The  second  section  of  the  bill  proposes  to  make  a  ma- 
terial change  in  the  right  of  shareholders  to  vote  at 
the  election  of  ofDcers.  and  in  conducting  the  affairs 
of  the  company.  A  change  which,  in  my  opinion,  is 
highly  objectionable  if  made  without  or  against  the 
assent  of  the  shareholders,  and  the  bill  contains  no 
provision  submitting  it  to  their  approval. 

Under  the  general  railroad  law,  each  share  of  stock 
entitles  the  holder  to  one  vote;  but  by  a  special  act  in 
relation  to  this  company,  passed  April  14,  1852,  cer- 
tain counties,  through  which  the  railroad  was  to  pass, 
were  authorized  to  subscribe  to  its  capital  stock,  and 
the  same  act  provided,  that  in  all  elections  by  the 
company  the  stock  held  by  counties  and  corporations 
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Bbonld  be  voted  as  follows:  One  vote  for  every  share 
not  exceeding  ten;  one  vote  for  every  ten  shares  there- 
after, not  exceeding  one  hundred,  and  one  vote  for 
every  fifty  shares  of  additional  stock.  Under  the  au- 
thority contained  in  this  act,  large  subscriptions  were 
made  by  counties  and  boroughs  to  the  stock  of  the 
company,  and  the  stock  thus  subscribed  is  clearly 
entitled  to  be  voted  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the 
act  authorizing  the  subscription.  To  lessen  the  nnm- 
ber  of  votes  to  which  the  holders  of  the  stock  of  this 
corporation  are  now  legally  entitled,  is  to  decrease  the 
valae  of  the  stock  itself.  The  proposition  in  the  bill 
under  consideration,  is  to  give  one  vote  for  each  share 
not  exceeding  ten;  two  votes  for  every  five  shares 
above  ten,  and  not  exceeding  thirty;  one  vote  for 
every  five  shares  above  thirty,  and  not  exceeding  fifty; 
and  for  all  shares  above  fifty,  no  votes  are  to  be  given. 
This  would,  in  effect,  almost  disfranchise  the  holders 
of  large  amounts  of  the  stock,  and  thus  leave  the  com- 
pany chiefly  under  the  control  of  those  who  had  but 
little  interest  in  its  capital.  The  necessity  for  such 
a  change  as  the  one  proposed  ought  to  be  made  appar- 
ent to  justify  legislative  interference.  I  confess  that 
I  have  not  been  able  to  perceive  such  obvious  neces- 
sity. It  is,  to  my  mind,  eminently  proper  that  the 
number  of  votes  to  which  the  owners  of  this  stock 
are  respectively  entitled,  should  continue  the  same 
as  vi'hen  the  subscriptions  were  made,  and  that  the 
subscribers  should  not  be  divested  of  their  rights, 
and  the  control  of  their  property,  in  this  summary 
way,  without  their  assent. 

WM.  F.  P.\CKER. 
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e  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Relative  to  Com- 
n  Schools  of  the  Borough  of  Allentown,  Lehigh 
jnty," 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisbui-g,  March  21,  1860. 
Jtlemcu: — 
THE  13TH  INSTANT  A  BILL  WAS  PRESENT- 

L'd  for  my  approval,  entitled  '"An  Act  rt'lative 
to  common  Bohoola  of  the  borough  of  Allentown, 
U  county." 

i  bill  provides  that  from  and  after  the  passage 
■  act.  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  board  of  direct- 
f  the  Allentown  school  district,  in  the  county 
high,  to  receive  into  the  common  schooU  of  that 
ct  any  pupils  under  (be  age  of  six  years, 
the  twenty-third  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
or  the  regulation  and  continuaoce  of  a  system 
ucation  by  common  schools,"  approved  the  8th 
t  May.  1854,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  school  directors 
ablish  a  snfflcieDt  number  of  common  schools  for 
ducaliou  of  every  individual  above  the  age  of 
,nd  under  twenty-one  years,  in  their  respective 
cts.  This  section  is  in  force  in  every  school 
ct  in  this  Commonwealth,  and,  without  discuss- 
he  comparative  merits  of  the  bill  iu  question, 
00  plain  to  admit  of  argument,  that  the  uniform- 
'  the  eyetem  should  be  maintained,  and  that  if  a 
;e  is  advisable,  it  should  be  made  operative 
ghout  the  State,  and  not  in  a  single  school  dis- 
Why  should  children  between  the  ages  of  five 
lix  years  be  excluded  from  the  common  schools 
?  borough  of  Allentown,  while  they  are  admitted 
w  into  such  schools  in  every  other  district  in  the 

to  which  the  common  school  law  is  applicable? 

no  answer  to  this  question  to  say,  that  the 
e  of  Allentown  desire  the  change;  for  if  it  be 
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conceded  that  this  is  a  sutBcient  reason  for  cbangiog 
onr  common  school  law,  we  wonld  very  soon  have 
Dothiog  deserving  the  name  of  a  general  system.  Each 
county,  and  in  many  iDstances,  each  township,  wonld 
be  governed  by  its  own  local  law,  which,  in  the  man- 
agement and  direction  of  the  system  by  county  and 
State  Saperintendents,  could  not  fail  to  lead  to  Jnex- 
trirable  oonfasioo. 

I  am  aware  that  we  cannot  have  entire  uniformity 
in  all  onr  legislative  enactments,  for  some  statutes 
mnst  necessarily  be  local  in  their  character  and  appli- 
cation; bnt  it  is  clear  to  my  mind  that  onr  common 
school  law  does  not  belong  to  that  class,  and,  there- 
fore. I  am  entirely  opposed  to  making  partial  changes 
in  the  system,  and  thus  giving  to  different  districts, 
distinct  rules  for  the  goveromeot  of  their  respective 
schools.  The  law  of  1S54  should  remain  on  the  statute 
book  Intact,  until  it  is  thoroughly  tried,  and  then,  if 
found  defective,  let  the  amendment  be  as  general  in 
its  application  as  the  law  itself.  In  no  other  way  can 
onr  great  and  invaluable  school  system  be  matured 
and  perfected,  so  as  to  fully  realize  the  hopes  and 
expectations  of  the  wise  and  patriotic  men  under 
whose  auspices  it  was  founded. 

Itelieving  the  proposed  cbange  to  be  unwise,  and, 
as  an  example,  fraught  with  mischief,  because  it  must 
inevitably  disturb  the  unity  and  harmony  of  the  gen- 
eral school  law,  I  cannot  give  it  my  sanction.  The 
bill  is,  therefore,  herewith  returned,  without  the  Ex- 
ecutive approval,  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
where  it  originated,  for  reconsideration,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  requirements  of  the  Constitution. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 
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To  tlie  Senate,  Nominating  Charles  D.  Hineline  to 
be  Superintendent  of  Public  Printing. 

Exeeutive  Chamber. 
Harrisburg,  March  21,  1860. 
Senators : — 

IIX>  HEREBY  NOMINATE  FOB  THE  ADVICE 
and  eonsent  of  the  Senate,  Charles  D.  Hineline. 
Eb(|.,  of  the  eountj  of  Dauphin,  to  be  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Printing,  agreably  to  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  the  9th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1856,  entitled  "An 
act  in  relation  to  public  printing." 

WM.  P.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
HL.  the  Mifflin   County   Banlv." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrieburg,  March  22,  1860. 
Gentlemen: — 

A  BILL  HAS  BEEN  PRESENTED  FOR  MY  Ap- 
proval, entitled  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Mif- 
flin County  Bank." 
The  bill  proposes  the  incorporation  of  a  bank  to  be 
located  in  the  borough  of  Lewistown,  in  the  county  of 
MilHin,  with  a  capital  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, with  power,  in  the  commissioners,  to  increase 
it  to  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  with  the  fur- 
ther power  in  the  president  and  directors  to  increase 
it  to  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  shares  are 
each  to  be  one  thousand  dollars,  and  no  person  can 
subscribe  for  less  than  five  shares.  The  number  of 
stockholders  cannot  be  less  than  three,  nor  more  than 
thirty,  and  each  stockholder  shall  be  a  director. 
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Wbeo  one  hundred  sharee  of  stock  shall  hare  been 
Bobscribed,  and  ten  dollars  paid  on  each  share  to  the 
commiBBtoners,  and  mortgagea  given  by  the  atock- 
holdera  on  nnincumbered  real  estate,  within  this  Com- 
monwealth, appraised  at  a  Bnm  equal  to  the  par  valne 
of  the  stock,  letters  patent  are  to  be  issaed  b;  the 
QoTernor  to  the  corporators,  and  when  the  mortgages 
provided  for  shall  have  been  deposited  with  the  Au- 
ditor General,  and  the  cashier  shall  certify  under  oath 
that  twenty-flve  per  centum  of  the  capital  stock  sub- 
scribed has  been  paid  in,  the  Aaditor  General  is  re- 
quired to  deliver  to  the  bank,  notes  property  prepared 
in  blank  to  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock,  which 
notes,  after  being  signed  by  the  proper  offlcers,  may 
be  issued  by  the  bank  and  circulated  as  money,  accord- 
ing to  the  ordinary  coarse  of  banking. 

I  bare  heretofore  stated,  among  the  principal  objec- 
tinns  to  the  existing  banking  system  of  this  Common- 
wealth :  First.  That  a  special  act  of  the  Qeneral  As- 
sembly was  an  indispensable  prerequisite  to  the  in- 
corporation and  establishment  of  a  bank,  thus  confer- 
ring, by  special  legislation,  upon  a  farored  few,  powers 
and  pririleges  which  were  denied  to  others  equally 
responsible  and  deserving;  and,  Second.  That  no  ade- 
quate and  reliable  security  is  prorided  for  the  prompt 
redemption,  beyond  all  contingencies,  of  the  promis- 
sory notes  which  may  be  isBued  by  such  bank,  and  cir- 
culated as  money.  These  objections  have  prompted 
me  to  make  known  to  the  Legislature  and  the  people, 
that  I  could  not  approre  of  any  additional  apecial 
charters  for  banks  of  issue  under  the  laws  now  in 
force  in  this  State.  Xor  hare  they,  in  my  opinion,  been 
remored  or  obviated  by  the  bill  under  consideration. 
It  is  a  special  charter,  and  the  security  it  proposes  for 
the  redemption  of  the.  circniating  notes  of  the  bank 
proposed  to  be  created,  I  am  satisfied  would  prove 
Dtterly  delnsire  and  insufflctent.    Mortgages  on  real 
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,  at  18  full  value,  situated  in  aujp  part  of  tbe  Com- 
t-alth,  imjiruved  or  ua improved,  to  be  taken  at 
(naiBement.  would,  beyond  all  controversy,  be 
but  a  very  inadequate  means  ot  insuring  prompt 
?ut  to  tlie  holders  of  the  notes  of  a  bank  which 
lopped  payment  at  its  counter.  So  far  as  I  have 
ibie  to  leam,  the  plan  of  banking  on  real  estate 
ty,  although  often  attempted,  has  uniformly 
i  an  absolute  failure,  even  when  confined  to  im- 
J  lands,  and  it  will  hardly  be  pretended  that  the 
a  will  he  made  better  by  extending  it  to  all 
'.r  of  real  estate,  whether  improved  or  otherwise, 
i  bill  proposes.  Of  late  years,  it  has  been  either 
r,  or  in  part,  abandoned.  One  great  reason  is, 
2ouvertihility,  even  when  appraised  at  its  real 
Tbe  payment  of  mortgages  can  only  be  en- 
,  after  great  delay,  by  tedious  proceedings  in  our 
.  of  justice,  and  generally  at  a  ruinous  sacrifice; 
here  a  forced  sale  could  be  made  at  a  fair  pdce, 
?liiy  which  must  necessarily  occur  would  seri- 
lessen  the  value  of  the  notes.  It  is,  however, 
iably  true,  that,  in  a  vast  majority  of  cases,  the 
It  raised,  after  payment  of  expenses,  falls  greatly 
the  estimated  value  of  Ihe  property  and  in  tSie 
le  securities  would  thus  be  absorbed,  and  the 
.nding  issue  in  a  great  measure  still  left  unre- 
d. 
twenty-five  per  centum  on  the  amount  of  tbe 
I  stock  required  to  be  paid  by  the  shareholders, 
Lor  with  their  personal  liability,  would  of  course 
some  additional  security;  hut  the  history  of  tbe 
hows  conclusively  that  such  security  is  entirely 
less  in  the  case  of  a  broken  bank.  On  the  other 
experience  has  shown  with  equal  clearness,  that 
ly  mode  yet  adopted  by  which  the  circulation  of 
k  can  be  made  perfectly  safe,  at  all  times  and 
all  circumstances,  is  by  the  deposit  of  securities 
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which  can  be  eoDVerted  into  money  without  the  danger 
of  depreciation,  or  the  neceasity  of  delay.  So  far  as 
it  may  depend  upon  my  action,  I  am  determined  that 
the  laws  of  the  State  shall  not  Banctioo  the  farther 
iBsae  of  paper  money  ae  a  circulating  medium,  with- 
out placing  its  prompt  redemption  heyond  a  peradvea- 
tare.  And  as  the  bill  under  consideration  does  not, 
in  my  opinion,  fulfill  that  requirement,  I  am  constrain- 
ed to  returned  it  without  the  Executive  sanction,  with 
these,  my  objections,  to  the  House  of  Kepresentatives, 
where  it  originated,  for  re-consideration. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate  Concerning  the  Sugar 
Valley  and  White  Deer  Turnpike  Road  Company. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg.  March  22, 1860. 
Sir:— 

IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  THE  RESOLUTION  OP 
the  Senate,  of  this  20th  instant,  reipiesting  the  Gov- 
ernor to  fui'flisb  the  Senate  with  a  copy  of  the 
certificate,  or  such  other  evidence  as  the  Sugar  Valley 
and  White  Deer  turnpike  road  company  may  have  pre- 
sented, to  show  a  compliance  with  the  conditions  of 
the  law,  and  upon  which  the  warrant  of  April  23, 1858, 
for  two  thousand  dollars,  was  based,  I  have  the  honor 
herewith  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  certificate  of  the 
Hon.  Anthony  Kleckner,  treasurer  of  the  company, 
together  with  the  accompanying  certificate  of  John 
B,  Wagner,  Esq.,  of  Lock  Haven,  dated  respectively 
the  30th  of  March,  1858. 

WM.  P.  PACKER. 


DOCUMENTS. 

L.ogaDBvllte,  Marcfa  30,  ISES. 
i  Escelleney,  William  F.  Packer,  Governor  of  Pennsyl- 

Dthony  Klecbner.  of  Sugar  Valley,  Clinton  county,  ilo 

certify  that  twenty-three  miles  ot  the  White  Deer  and 
Valley  turnpike  road  has  been  made — the  entire  length 

road  being  twenty-Uve  miles.  Ten  miles  is  tipou  the 
ite  road  leading  from  Lioganavilte  to  White  Deer  mills, 

equally  good  as  a  turnpiiie.  The  said  road  wa^  exam- 
y  commiBBioners  appointed  by  the  Governor,  and  was 
assed  as  made,  according  to  the  act  of  Asaembly.  and 
en  KO  UEed  since. 

tstlmony  whereof.  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  the  date 
Lid. 

ANTHONY  KLECKNER. 
]  County,  ss: 

reby  certify  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with  Anthony 
ler,  of  Sugar  Valley,  in  said  county,  and  that  the  slg- 

purportlng  to  be  bis  to  the  foregoing  certificate  Is  in 
n  proper  hand  writing. 
lesB  my  hand  at  Lock  Haven,  March  30,  A.  D.  1S5S. 


le  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Somerset  Iron  and  Coal  Company." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  23,  1860. 
it]  erne  D : — 

ETTJRN,    HEREWITH,    WITHOUT    MY    AP- 
roval,  to  the  Senate,  id  which  it  originated,  a  bill, 
Qtitled  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Somerset  iron 
jal  company." 
)  reasons  wtiich  inflaence  me  iq  withholding  my 
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signature  from  bills  of  this  character,  have  been  so 
repeatedly  given,  that  I  deem  it  unoecessary  to  again 
recite  them.  They  were  fully  expressed  in  the  mes- 
sage which  I  had  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  the 
(Seneral  Assembly  at  the  commeQcemeot  of  the  pres- 
ent session,  in  returning,  with  my  objections,  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Packer  iron  com- 
pany," to  which  I  respectfully  refer  the  attention  of 
the  Legislature. 

WM.  P.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Relative  to  the 
Police  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  27,  1860. 
Gentlemen: — 

IHEKEWITH  RETURN,  WITHOUT  THE  Ex- 
ecutive approval,  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
where  it  originated,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  Act  rela- 
tive to  the  police  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia." 

My  objections  to  this  bill  are:  First.  That  it  pro- 
poses to  confer  on  the  present  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  whose  term  of  ofiice  will  expire  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  May  next,  and  by  whom  the  present 
police  force  of  that  city  was  appointed,  the  power  to 
continue  the  whole  of  the  present  incumbents,  amount- 
ing to  more  than  seven  hundred  persona,  in  office, 
for  a  period  of  five  years  after  his  own  term  shall  have 
expired. 

Second.  Because  it  provides  that  the  election  of  the 
members  of  the  police  board,  by  the  select  and  common 
council  of  Philadelphia,  shall  be  held  on  the  first 
Thursday  of  April  next,  and  annually  thereafter,  when 
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erin  of  offlce  of  tlie  (;utire  body  of  tbe  common 
L'il,  and  one -half  of  the  Sflett  council,  will  expire 
le  Monday  auccepding  the  flrst  Tiifsday  of  May. 
giving  (o  the  present  mayor  and  the  present 
?il8,  now  about  retiring  from  office,  the  entire  con- 
tt  the  police  of  the  city  for  the  next  five  years. 
the  creation  of  tlie  police  board,  in  tbe  appoint- 
or the  police  of  the  city  for  a  term  of  five  years, 
u  the  manner  of  removal  of  the  members  of  the 
?  so  appointed  from  office,  the  bill  proposes  rad- 
and  important  changes  in  the  laws  which  now 
ate  the  police  department  of  the  city.  It  may  be 
these  changes  would  be  an  improvement  on  the 
nt  system.  It  is,  however,  surely  but  reasou- 
and  proper  that  the  voters  of  Philadelphia,  after 
uotice,  Bhould  first  be  permitted  to  determine 
whom  powers  so  extraordinary  and  imimrtant 
:d  be  conferred,  particularly  should  this  be  the 
when  Ihe  election  for  mayor  and  members  of  the 
councils  is  so  near  at  hand.  Should  this  bill 
ne  a  law,  the  person  who  may  be  chosen  mayor 
e  city  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  May  next,  if  the 
nt  incumbent  should  not  be  [■e-elected,  would  find 
ntire  police  force  appointed  by  his  predecessor, 
before  he  retired  from  office,  and  even  the  sub- 
:es  named  from  amongst  whom  any  vacancies 
1  might  thereafter  occur  would  have  to  be  filled, 
not  perceive  any  good  reason  why  the  introduc- 
)f  this  new  system  of  appointing  the  police  force 
lot  given  to  the  incoming  instead  of  the  outgoing 
r;  nor  why  the  election  of  the  members  of  the 
?  hoard  should  not  have  been  conferred  upon  the 
instead  of  the  old  councils,  who  would,  in  such 
have  been  elected  with  special  reference  to  the 
rtant  duties  to  be  committed  to  their  charge. 
lould  not,  willingly,  interpose  objections  to  any 
ure  calculated  to  promote  the  cause  of  order  and 
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good  goTernment  in  the  metropolis  of  our  Common- 
wealth, but  I  consider  mjself  in  the  discharge  of  a 
ver}'  plain  duty  in  withholding  my  sanction  from  a 
bill  which,  so  manifestly,  and,  in  my  opinion,  so  un- 
necessarily, deprives  the  people  of  Philadelphia  from 
choosing  their  public  agents,  to  whom  the  exercise  of 
the  high  powers  proposed  by  this  bill  is  to  be  com- 
mitted. 

WM.  P.  PACKER 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Re-annexing  a 
Part  of  Brady  Township,  in  Lycoming  County,  to 
Union  County." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  29,  18(K). 
Gentlemen : — 

I     HEREWITH     RETURN     TO     THE     SENATE, 
where  it  originated,  for  reconsideration,  a  bill,  en- 
titled "An  Act  I'e-annexing  a  part  of  Brady  town- 
ship, in  Lycoming  county,  to  Union  county," 

That  part  of  Brady  township  which  this  bill  proposes 
to  take  from  Lycoming  county,  and  annex  to  TTnion 
county,  has  formed  part  of  Lycoming  county  since  the 
first  day  of  May,  1815,  a  period  of  forty-flve  years. 

The  present  dividing  line  between  the  counties 
of  Lycoming  and  Union  is  along  the  top  of  White  Deer 
mountain,  a  natural  boundary,  and  is  distant  from 
Williamsport,  the  county  town  of  Lycoming,  about 
twelve  miles,  and  is  nearer  by  many  miles  to  the  seat 
of  justice  than  any  other  portion  of  the  boundary  of 
Lycoming  county.  If  Union  county  he  extended,  as 
this  bill  proposes,  it  will  approach  to  within  about 
Bix  miles  of  Williamsport.    There  is  an  excellent  turn- 


road  couuecting  the  towasbip  of  Brady  witb  the 
ugb  of  Williamsport,  from  every  part  of  whif;h 
inhabitants  can  now  reach  the  couoty  seat,  by 
•  owe  convpyances,  in  a  drive  of  about  two  hours; 
ley  can  reach  it  in  half  that  time  by  the  Sunbury 
Erie  railroad,  if  they  prefer  it,  over  which  four 
18  of  passenger  cars  now  pass  each  way  daily.  It 
ot,  therefore,  be  preteoded,  seriously,  by  any  one. 
the  distatice  between  Brady  township  and  ^Vil- 
sport,  or  the  want  of  convenient  and  direct  coni- 
icatioD  between  the  two  poiuta,  would  furnish 
a  plausible  pretext  for  the  diemeniberment  of  Ly- 
ng  county. 

■  divide  the  township  of  Brady  in  the  manner  pro- 
d.  would  separate  the  inhabitants  of  a  small  but 
ely  populated  valley,  taking  by  far  the  better  jior- 
of  the  township  away  from  Lycomiug  county,  di' 
ig  school  districts,  and  including  within  the  part 
!  attached  to  Union,  four  out  of  six  Bcbool  honsee, 
f  which  have  been  erected  at  the  joint  expense  of 
nhabitauts  of  the  entire  township, 
lother  v<^ry  serious  objection  to  this  bill,  is,  that 
ikes  no  provision  for  the  continuance  and  revival 
ms  upon  the  real  estate  which  it  proposes  to  take 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  Lycoming  county ; 
are  pending  suits,  civil  or  criminal,  provided  for. 
her  is  the  right  of  the  sheriff  of  Lycoming  county 
:ecute  process,  now  in  bis  hands,  preserved. 
lieving  that  the  passage  of  (his  bill  is  uncalled  for 
ny  public  exigency,  that,  as  an  example,  it  is 
;ht  with  mischief,  that  it  would  greatly  endanger 
Tights  of  judgment  and  execution,  creditors,  and 
:e  delay  and  uncertainty  in  other  pending  judi<ial 
?edings.  I  am  constrained  to  withhold  from  it  I  lie 
lutive  approval. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Provide  for  the 
Collection  of  Poor  Taxes  Within  the  County  of 
Elk." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisbarg,  March  31,  1860. 
Oentlemen: — 

IBETURN  HEREWITH,  WITHOUT  MY  AP 
proval,  to  the  Hoase  of  Representatives,  when>  it 
originated,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  the  collection  of  poor  taxes  within  the  county  of 
Elk." 

The  bill  providee  for  the  return  and  collection  of 
poor  taxes,  asaeeaed  npon  unseated  lands  in  the  county 
of  Elk,  in  the  same  manner  as  road  taxes  are  now  col- 
lected. 

In  returning  to  the  last  General  Assembly,  without 
the  Executive  approval,  a  similar  bill,  authorizing  the 
aasessment  and  collection  of  taxes  for  the  support  of 
the  poor,  npon  unseated  lauds  within  the  counties  of 
Tioga,  PottCT  and  Northumberland,  I  stated  my  ob- 
jections  as  follow: 

"I  cannot  approve  this  bill,  because,  should  it  become 
a  taw,  it  will  introduce  into  three  of  the  counties  of 
this  Commonwealth  a  species  of  taxation  unknown 
to  the  remainder  of  the  State.  Our  tax  laws  should, 
as  far  as  practicable,  be  uniform,  general  and  eqnal. 
Like  property  should  be  taxable  for  like  purposes,  in 
all  the  counties  in  the  State.  Bills  general  in  their 
character,  imposing  burdens  on  any  class  of  the  com- 
munity, will  then  receive  such  attention  from  the  law- 
making power  as  their  importance  demands.  Consid- 
ering this  bill  an  innovation  in  our  system  of  taxa- 
tion, calculated,  as  a  precedent,  to  prove  injurious  in 
the  future,  in  my  opinion,  it  ought  not  to  become  a 
law.  It  is  moreover,  by  no  means  clear,  that  any  ad- 
ditional taxes  should   be  imposed  on  unseated,  and 
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efore  Huitroduttive  propei-t.v.  It  is  believed  that 
iiDBeated  lands  iu  (be  several  counties  already 
tbeii-  full  i)ru)jurtioD  of  tbe  expenses  of  the  lot-al 
■rnments," 

lese  objectious  are  equally  applicable  to  tbe  bill 
nuder  conBideration,  and  as  time  bas  not,  in  my 
mcDt,  diuiinished  their  cogency,  it  cannot  receive 
sanction.  It  is  tberefore  rettirned,  for  re-consid- 
ion,  in  accordance  witb  tbe  provisions  of  tbe  Con- 
it  ion. 

WM.   F.  PACLCEK. 


ilie  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Chester  Union  Store  Company." 

Expf  utive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  April  2,  1860. 
'Otlemen: — 

EETCIIX.  HEREWITH.  FOR  RE-COXSIDEIt.\- 
tion,  to  tbe  House  of  Keprpson  tat  ires,  where  it 
ni-iginated,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  Act  to  incorporate 
L^hester  Union  store  company." 
lis  hill  proposes  to  incorporate  five  individuals 
['d.  and  siicb  other  persons  as  may  imite  with 
I,  into  a  body  politic,  witb  a  capital  of  three  ttiou- 
.  dollars,  for  tbe  purpose  of  buying  and  sellitig 
goods  and  groceries  in  the  borough  of  Chester, 
business  is  to  be  conducted  under  the  supervision 
president,  secretary,  salesman  and  nine  directors, 
to  be  exclusively  on  the  cash  principle, 
■lieving  that  individual  means  and  individual  en- 
rize  are  entirely  adequate  to  the  accomplishment 
le  objects  and  pnrposes  contemplated  by  tbe  prji- 
d  corporation,  and  that  dry  goods  and  groceries 
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may  be  BuccesBfullj  bought  and  sold,  at  least  to  tlie 
extent  of  three  thousand  dollarB,  without  corporate 
powers,  I  am  constrained  to  withhold  my  approval 
from  thiB  bill. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  Bills  for  the  Incorporation 
of  Certain  Companies, 

Executive  Chamber, 
Hairiaburg,  April  2,  1860. 
Gentlemen : — 

I  HEREWITH  RETUKX,  WITHOIT  MY  Ap- 
proval, to  the  Senate,  where  they  originated,  the 
bills  entitled  as  follows,  viz: 

"An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Venango  oil  and  miniDg 
company." 

"An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Roberts  iron  company  of 
Lehigh  county." 

"An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Mineral  transportation 
company." 

The  objections  which  I  entertain  to  the  incorpora- 
tion of  companies  for  mining  and  manufacturing  pur- 
poses, by  special  acts  of  .\ssenihly,  will  be  found  in 
the  message  which  I  had  the  honor  of  transmitting  to 
the  General  Assembly  on  the  5th  of  January  last,  in 
returning,  without  my  approval,  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
Act  to  incorporate  the  Packer  iron  company,"  to  which 
the  attention  of  the  Legislature  is  respectfully  re- 
ferred. 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  those  objections  are  in 
no  wise  removed  by  the  proposal  to  include  among  the 
powers  conferred  upon  such  companies,  privileges  for 
which  no  provisions  have  been  made  in  the  general 
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laws  relating  to  mining  and  manufacturing  companies, 
for  it  is  obvious  that  our  general  laws  will  be  of  no 
practical  benefit,  if  tbi-y  can  be  avoid'.il  simply  by  the 
incorporation,  into  ifppcial  acts,  provisions  not  to  be 
found  in  the  general  enactment. 

WM.  P.  PACKER. 


To  the  .'\ssembly  Vetoing  Bills  for  the  Incorporation 
of  Certain  Companies. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg.  April  2,  1860. 
Gentlemen : — 

IKETT'RX  UEREWITH,  WITHOUT  THE  EXECU- 
tive  approval,  to  Ihe  House  of  Representatives, 
where  they  originated,  the  bills,  entitled: 
"Ad  Act  to  incorporate  the  Hock  oil  comptioy." 
■'.\n  Act  to  incorporate  the  Lebanon  Valley  marble 
company." 
"An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Brookville  oil  company." 
"An  Act  to  incorporate  the  South  Pittsburg  coal 
company." 

Full  and  ample  provision  having  already  been  made 
by  general  laws,  for  the  incorporation  of  mining  and 
manufacturing  companies,  there  is,  in  my  opinion,  no 
necessity  for  granting  special  charters  for  such  pur- 
poses. 

The  reasons  which  prompt  me  to  withhold  my  ap- 
proval from  special  charters,  sneh  as  those  above  pro- 
posed, have  been  so  often  reiterated,  that  I  am  re- 
lieved from  the  necessity  of  again  repeating  them.  I 
feel  that  my  duty  is  discharged,  by  a  simple  reference 
to  former  messages  on  the  subject. 

WM.  P.  PACKER. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Giving  Justices 
of  the  Peace  Power,  with  a  Jury  of  Six,  to  Hear 
and  Determine  Charges  for  Crimes  of  a  Certain 
Character,  within  Certain  Counties  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  to  Lessen  the  Expenses  in  Crim- 
inal Proceedings." 

Executire  Chamber, 
llarriebui-g,  April  2,  1860. 
OmtlenifD : — 

1RETUKN,  HEREWITH,  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  HEP- 
reaeDtatives,  where  it  origolated,  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  Act  giving  justices  of  the  peace  power,  with 
a  jury  of  six,  to  hear  and  determine  charges  for  crimea 
of  a  certain  character,  within  eerlain  counties  of  this 
Common  wen  1th,  and  to  lessen  the  expenses  in  criminal 
proceedings." 

The  bill  authorizes  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  coao- 
tiea  of  Erie,  Crawford,  Bradford,  SuBquehanoa,  Tioga, 
Juniata,  Luzerne,  Lawrence,  Potter,  Mifflin  and  War- 
ren, to  hold  what  it  denominates  courts  of  special  ses- 
sions, for  the  final  disposition  of  certain  enumerated 
offences.  Upon  the  request  of  th^  person  charged 
witb  the  commission  of  any  of  the  offences  mentioned 
in  the  act,  twelve  jurors  are  to  be  summoned,  from 
among  whom  six  are  to  be  chosen  for  the  trial  of  the 
cause.  If  the  defendant  shall  plead  guilty,  or  be  con- 
victed by  the  verdict  of  tlie  jury,  it  is  made  the  daty 
of  the  justice  of  the  peace  to  sentence  such  defend- 
'ant  to  flue  or  imprisonment,  or  both — the  fine  not  to 
exceed  fifty  dollars,  nor  the  imprisoaroent  three 
months.  Provisions  is  also  made  for  bills  of  excep- 
tions, to  test  the  legality  of  the  proceeding,  before 
the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  proper  county. 

The  judicial  system  of  Pennsylvania  is  greatly  to 
be  commended  for  its  simplicity,  its  uniformity,  and 
the  promptness  with  which  it  insures  the  administra- 
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.  of  jaetice,  without  great  or  annecesHarj'  expense 
he  public  or  to  the  parties  litigant.  To  change  it, 
ny  fonsiderabie  degree,  or  to  change  it  for  [mrticu- 
counties,  is  surely  not  the  part  of  wisdom,     fan 

reason  be  given  why  justices  of  the  peace  in  the 
nties  named  in  this  bill  should  iiave  the  power,  by 
consent  of  the  defendant,  to  summoo  a  jnry  in  every 
;  of  assault  and  battery,  and  to  proceed  to  a  formal 
1  and  sentence,  if  a  conviction  take  place,  while, ' 
he  other  counties  in  the  Commonwealth  the  jnstices 

only  act  as  committing  magistrates?  Justices 
the  peace  are  chosen,  under  the  Constitution  of 
1  State,  with  a  view  to  the  exercise  of  the  limited 
sdiction,  civil  and  criminal,  given  to  them  by  the 
B  of  the  State,  which  have  been  chiefly  in  force 
the  last  half  century;  and  it  is  not  to  be  presumed 
t  they  should  be  familiar  with  the  forms  of  issuing 
ires,  impannelliug  juries,  making  np  and  certify- 
bills  of  exceptions,  and  other  forms  incident  to  the 
ceedings  of  courts  of  more  extensive  jurisdiction; 

any  attempt  to  require  the  performance  of  suih 
ies  at  their  hands,  would,  in  my  judgment,  in  the 
,  produce  grftiter  uncertaintly.  longer  delay,  and 
■e  expense,  than  is  incident  to  the  present  system, 
.part  from  the  local  character  of  this  bill,  and  its 
ovation  upon  the  well  settled  practice  of  the  State, 
re  are  other  objections  arising  from  its  [leciiliar 
visions.  Some  of  the  oflfeuces  which  it  names  as 
nes,  are  only  trespasses  under  the  general  law 
:he  State,  while  the  maximum  pUDishment  for  the 
nee  of  "poisoning,  killing,  maiming,  wounding,  or 
elly  beating,  any  animal,''  is  greatly  below  that 
d  for  the  punishment  of  a  similar  offence  by  the 
tting  criminal  law.  Special  legislation  for  particu- 
counties.  upon  subjects  not  in  their  nature  local,  is 
lost  pernicious  fystem,  and  ought  to  be  entirely 
ndooed. 
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For  the  reasons  thus  briefly  stated,  I  am  compelled, 
b>  a  sense  of  duty,  to  return  this  bill,  without  my  ap- 
proval, for  recoiiBideration: 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  Bills  for  the  Incorporation 
of  Certain  Companies. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  April  3,  1860. 
Gentlemen : — 

I  HEREWITH  RETURN,  WITHOUT  THE  EXECU- 
tive  approFal,  to  the  House  of  Representatires, 
where  they  oriKinated,  the  bills  entitled: 
"An  Act   to  incorporate  the  Pennsylvania  Cannel 
coal  company." 

"Ad  Act  to  incorporate  the  Aerated  Steam  and  man- 
afacturing  company  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania," 

For  the  reasons  which  impel  me  to  withhold  my  ap- 
proval from  these  bills,  I  respectfully  refer  the  Geo- 
eral  Assembly  to  the  message  transmitting  to  the  Irfg- 
islatnre,  without  my  sanction,  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
Act  to  incorporate  the  Packer  iron  company." 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 
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Proclamation  of  the  Cancellation  of  Six  HunJred  and 
Two  Thousand  Two  Hundred  and  Sixty-Four  Dol- 
lars of  the  Principal  Debt  of  the  Commonwealth 
Through  the  Sinkinj^  Fund. — 1860. 
Penoflylvania,  bs: 
[Signed]     Win.  F.  Packer. 

THE    NAME    AND    BY 

the  authority  nf  the  Com- 

incmwealth  of  Pennsylva- 

WILLIAM  F.  PACKER, 

irnor  of  the  naid  Conimon- 

A   PROCIiAMATION. 

Whereas  by  the  I'liird  Section  of 
the  Act  of  the  Gencval  Assembly  of 
LtLe  Commonwealth  passed  the  2'2d 
Sday  of  April,  A.  I).  1858,  entitled 
"An  Act  to  establish  a  Hinking  fund 
ftir  the  paymE'iit  of  ilie  public  debt," 
it  li  made  the  duty  of  tlie  Sec- 
retary of  the  CommoDwealtb,  the  Auditor  General 
and  State  Treasurer,  Commissioneiji  of  the  Hink- 
ing Fund,  created  by  the  said  act  of  A*»s('mhly,  on 
the  first  Monday  .>f  September,  A.  1).  185!).  and  on 
the  same  day  annually  thereafter  to  report  and  eertify 
(o  the  Governor,  the  amount  received  under  the  said 
act,  the  amount  of  interest  paid  and  the  amount  of  the 
debt  of  the  Commonwealth  redeemed  and  hold  by 
them:  Whereupon  the  Governor  shall  direct  the  Cer- 
tiftoates  repreeentinR  the  same  to  be  cancelled,  and  on 
such  cancellation  issue  his  I'rociamation  stating  the 
fact  and  the  extinguishment  and  final  discharge  of  so 
much  of  the  principal  of  said  debt. 

And  Whereas  by  the  ninety-eighth  section  of  the  act 
of  the  General  Assembly  jtassed  the  Ifttb  day  of  Ajiril, 
A,  D.  t8.i3,  entitled  ".\n  Act  to  provide  for  the  ordin- 
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ary  expenses  of  Government,"  it  is  provided  that  there- 
aftet  the  receipts  to  the  Sinking  fund  to  the  ainoant 
that  maj  be  necessary  to  cancel  the  relief  issues  now 
in  circulation  under  the  provisioDs  of  the  Act  of  tlie 
4th  of  May,  A.  D.  1841,  and  the  reissues  under  the 
Act  of  the  10th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1849,  shall  be  ap- 
plied toward  the  cancellation  of  said  issues. 

And  Whereas  William  M,  Hiester,  Thomas  E.  Coch- 
ran and  Eli  Pilfer,  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  fund, 
in  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  law,  Report  and 
Certify  to  me  that  the  debt  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  redeemed  and  held  by  them  from  the 
fifth  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1859,  to  the  3d  day  of 
September,  A.  D.  1860,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  sii 
hundred  and  two  thousand,  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  dollars  and  thirty-six  cents,  made  up  as  follows: 

Stock  and  Coupon  Loans, |593,628  54 

Interest  Certificates, 3,103  42 

Relief  notes  cancelled, ; ,  5,527  00 

Domestic  creditors  script  paid,   5  40 

Total, 1602,264  36 


'Sow  therefore  as  required  by  the  3d  section  of  the 
act  of  Assembly,  I  do  hereby  issue  this  my  Proclama- 
tion, declaring  the  payment,  cancellation,  extinguish- 
ment and  final  discharge  of  Six  hundred  and  two  thou- 
sand, two  hundred  and  sixty-four  dollars  and  thirty-six 
cents  of  the  prinpiial  of  the  debt  of  the  Common- 
wealth, including  five  thousand  five  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  dollars  of  the  relief  issues  which  have 
t>een  cancelled  and  destroyed  as  authorized  by  the 
ninety-eighth  section  of  the  act  of  the  nineteenth  of 
April,  A.  U.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
three. 

Given  under  my  Hand  aud  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg  this  Thirteenth  day  of  September. 
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le  ,vpar  of  our  Lord  one  tbousiind  eight  hundred 
Sisly  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  Eightj-flfth. 
By  the  Governor: 
Win.  M.  Hiester, 

Secretary  of  the  Comriionnealth. 


octruiiatlon  dar  a  Day  of  Tlianksgiving. — iWx>. 

tnuaylvania,  sb. 

ij^ned]     X^'iii.  F,  I'acker. 


IX    THE    NAME    AND   BY 
the  authority  of  the  Com- 
monwealth  of   I'eniisylva- 
uia.     WlIiLIAM  F.  PACKER, 
(joveriior  of  the  said  CommoD- 


A    PROCLAMATION. 

'How  Citizens: — 

IE  REVOLUTIONS  OF  THE  YEAR  HAVE 
again  hrouglit  um  to  our  annnal  festival  of 
Thankiigiving  to  Almighty  Ood.  in  no  pieced- 
rear  have  we  had  more  abundant  i-ansc  for  grati- 
and  praise.  The  revolving  seasons  Iiave  hrougjit 
them  health  and  plenty.  The  snmnier  fruits  and 
lutumn  harvests  have  been  gathered  and  garnered 
iwonted  exuhoranee.  A  healthful  activity  lias  per- 
■d  all  the  departments  of  life;  and  provident  in- 
ry  has  met  with  a  generous  reward.  The  increase 
laterial  wealth  has  heon  liherally  cmjiloyed  in  sus- 
ing  our  Educational  and  Religions  Institutions; 
both  are  making  the  most  gratifying  jirogress  in 
jhtening  and  purifying  the  public  mind.  Wliile. 
urope,  central  and  absolute  governmentB,  by  their 
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presBure  oh  pei'sonul  rigtitB  aud  liberty,  are  producing 
ezciteiDeots,  which  threaten  to  upheave  the  very  foan- 
dationB  of  society,  and  have  led,  in  some  iDstances,  to 
}>loody  and  cruel  wars,  we,  in  the  enjoyment  of  const!- 
tntiooal  liberty,  and  under  the  protectiou  of  just  and 
equal  laws,  are  peacefully  pursuing  the  avocations  of 
life,  and  engaging  in  whatever  promises  to  advance 
onr  social  and  individual  improvements  and  happiness. 
"The  lines  are,"  indeed,  "fallen  to  us  in  pleasant  places, 
and  we  have  a  goodly  heritage."  In  all  thia  we  see  the 
orderings  of  a  kind  and  merciful  Providence,  which  call 
not  only  for  our  recognition,  but  for  our  public  Thanks- 
giving and  Praise. 

Under  this  conviction,  I,  WILLIAM  F.  PACKEE, 
Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  do 
hereby  appoint 

Thursday,  the  Twenty-ninth  day  of  November  next. 
To  be  observed  as  a  day  of  public  Thanksgiving  and 
Prayer,  and  recommend  to  all  our  people,  that  setting 
aside,  00  that  day,  all  worldly  pursuits,  they  assemble 
in  their  respective  places  of  worship,  and  unite  in  offer- 
ing Thanks  to  God  for  his  mnnifold  goodness,  and  im- 
ploring his  forgiveness,  and  the  continuance  of  his 
mercies. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great 

I  Seal  of  the  State,  at  Harrisburg,  this 

I  twenty- fourth  day  of  October,  in  the 

ayear  of  onr  Lord,  one  thousand  eight 

hundred  and  sixty,  and  of  the  Com- 

monweallh  the  eighty-fifth. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 
Ity  the  Governor: 
\Vm,  M.  Hiester, 

Secietaiy  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  Representatives  of 
Pennsylvania  in  the  United  States  Congress. — 
iHrjo. 


Penneylvania,  ss. 


N  THE  NAME  AND  BY 
the  authoi-itj-  of  the  Com- 
luouwfaUh   of  PciiDBjlva- 

a.  WILLIAM  P.  I'ACKER, 
eruoi-  of  the  saiJ  ConiinoD- 


A    PROCLAMATION. 

Wlieri-iiH  ill  and  bv  An  Act  of  the 
^  Oenfial  Atfsemlil,r  of  this  Common- 
lith  pnssed  liie  second  day  of  July, 
9a.  D.  one  thousjind  eight  hundred  and 
'  thirty-nine,  entitled  "An  act  relating 
•-he  elfctious  of  this  Common- 
weallii."  it  is  made  the  dnty  of  the  fJovernor  on  the 
receipt  of  the  returns  of  the  election  of  tlie  members 
of  the  House  of  Repri'sentativoH  of  the  United  States 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  to  declare  by 
Proclamation  the  names  of  the  persons  so  returned  as 
elected  in  the  resjiective  districts. 

And  Whereas  the  returns  of  the  General  election 
held  on  Tuesday,  the  ninth  day  of  October  last  in  and 
for  the  several  districts  for  members  to  serve  in  the 
House  of  Heprcsentatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  for  tlie  term  of  two  years  from  and  after  the 
Fourth  day  of  March  next,  have  been  received  in  the 
ofllce  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonweallb  agreeably 
to  the  provisions  of  the  above  recited  Act,  whereby  it 
appears  that  in  the  Second  District  composed  of  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  Edward  Joy 
Morris,  has  been  duly  elected;  in  the  Third  District, 
composed  of  Kensington  and  the  Northern  Liberties 
of  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  John  P.  Verree,  has 
been  duly  elected;  in  the  Fourth  District,  composed  of 
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Spring  Garden,  Penn  District,  North  Penn,  Kingses- 
sing,  West  Pliiladtlpbia,  Blockie^',  Kichmond,  Unin- 
corporated Northern  Lilwrtics,  Hridesburg  and  Ara- 
mingo  in  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  William  D.  Kel- 
lej,  has  been  duly  elected;  in  the  Fifth  District,  com- 
potsed  of  Montgomery  Oonnty  and  Bristol  township, 
Upper  and  Lower  Germantowu,  Upper  and  Lower 
Manayunk,  Frankford,  Koxboi-ough,  llybeiry.  Lower 
Dublin,  White  Hall,  Oxford  and  Moreland,  in  the 
County  of  Philadelphia,  Willinin  Atorria  Davis,  has 
been  duly  elected;  in  the  Sixth  District,  composed 
of  the  Counties  of  Chester  and  Delaware,  John  Hick- 
man, has  been  duly  elected;  in  the  Seventh  District, 
composed  of  the  Counties  i>f  Bucks  and  Lehigh, 
Thomas  B,  Coopt-r,  bus  been  duly  elected;  in  the 
Eighth  District,  composed  of  the  connty  of  Berks, 
Sydenham  E.  Ancona,  has  been  duly  elected;  in  the 
Ninth  District,  composed  of  the  Connty  of  Lancaster, 
Thaddeus  Stevens,  has  been  duly  elected;  in  the 
Tenth  District,  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Lebanon, 
Dauphin,  Snyder  and  Union,  and  the  Township  of 
Lower  Mahanoy,  in  the  County  of  Northumberland, 
John  W.  Killinger,  has  l)een  duly  ek'cted;  in  the 
Eleventh  District,  compowd  of  the  Counties  of  Schuyl- 
kill and  Northumberland,  except  Lower  Mahanoy 
Township,  James  II.  Campbell,  has  been  duly  elected; 
in  the  Twelfth  Distript,  composed  of  the  Counties  of 
Montour,  Colnmbia,  Lnzcrne  and  Wyoming.  George 
W.  Scranton,  has  been  duly  elected:  in  the  Thirteenth 
District,  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Northampton, 
Monroe,  Carbon,  Pike  and  Wayne.  Philip  Johnson,  has 
been  duly  elected;  in  the  Fourteenth  District,  com- 
posed of  the  Counties  of  Sns(|uehanna,  Bradford  and 
Tioga,  Galusha  A.  Crow,  has  been  duly  elected;  in  the 
Fifteenth  District,  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Sulli- 
van, Lycoming,  Clinton,  Centre,  Mifllin  and  Potter. 
James  T.  Hale,  has  been  duly  elected;  in  the  Sixteenth 
District,  composed  of  the  Counties  of  York,  Cumber- 
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land  and  Perry,  Joseph  Bailey,  has  been  duly  elected; 
in  the  Seventeenth  District,  composed  of  the  Counties 
of  Adams,  Franklin,  Fulton,  Bedford  and  Juniata, 
Edward  McPherson,  has  been  duly  elected;  in  the 
Eighteenth  District,  comi)0«ed  of  the  Counties  of  Som- 
erset, Cambria,  Blair  and  Huntingdon,  Samuel  S.  Blair 
has  been  duly  elected;  in  the  Nineteenth  District,  com- 
posed of  the  Counties  of  Westmoreland,  Armstrong 
and  Indiana,  John  Covode,  has  been  dul^v  elected;  in 
the  Twentieth  District,  composed  of  the  Counties  of 
Fayette,  Greene  and  Washington,  Jesse  Lazear,  has 
been  dulv  elected;  In  the  Twentv-first  District,  com- 
po«ed  of  the  County  of  Allegheny,  except  that  part 
which  lies  north-east  of  the  Ohio  and  North- West  of 
the  Allegheny,  James  K.  Moorhead,  has  been  duly 
elected;  in  the  Twenty-second  District,  composed  of 
Butler  County  and  that  i)art  of  Allegheny  County  not 
included  in  the  Twentv-first  District,  llol>ert  Mc- 
Knight,  has  ben  duly  elected;  in  the  Twenty-third  Dis- 
trict, composed  of  the  Counties  of  Beaver,  Lawrence, 
and  Mer«er,  John  W.  Wallace,  has  been  duly  elected; 
in  the  Twenty-fourth  District,  composed  of  the  Coun- 
ties of  Venango,  Warren,  McKean,  Clearfield,  Jeffer- 
son, Forest,  Elk  and  Clarion,  John  Patton,  has  bet»n 
duly  elected;  in  the  Twenty-lifth  District,  composed 
of  the  Counties  of  Erie  arid  Crawford,  Elijah  Babbitt, 
has  been  duly  ek*cted. 

And  Whereas  certain  returns  have  been  received 
in  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
the  votes  cast  in  the  First  Congressional  District  for 
Member  of  Congress,  Certifying  that  at  the  Kleclion 
aforesaid,  John  M.  Butler  received  Eight  thousand  five 
hundred  and  eighty-one  votes;  William  E.  Lehman 
received  Eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty 
three  votee,  and  Edward  King  received  Two  thousand 
and  fifty-seven  votes.  And  Whereas  it  has  been  judi- 
cially ascertained  that  said  returns  include  a  false 
forged  and  fabricated  return  of  the  votes  cast  in  the 
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Fourth  W'ai-cl  part  of  the  First  Congresgional  DIb- 
trict.  ADd  Whereas  the  return  Judge  from  the  said 
Fourth  Ward  lias  been  duly  convicted  in  the  Court  of 
Quarter  Seesions  of  the  Peace  in  and  tor  the  City  and 
County  of  Philadelphia  for  the  criminal  suhstitution 
of  said  false,  forged  and  fabricated  return  in  lieu  of 
the  true  and  correct  one.  And  Whereas  by  the  true 
returns  certified  from  the  Prothonotary's  oflQce  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  and  for  the  City  and  County 
of  Philadelphia  it  appears  that  at  the  Election  afore- 
said, William  E.  Lehman  received  Eight  thousand  five 
hundred  and  fifty-nine  votes,  John  M.  Butter  received 
Eight  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-seven  votes 
and  Edward  King  received  Two  thousand  and  forty- 
four  rotes.  And  Whereas  it  thus  appears  from  the 
true  and  genuine  returns  that  Wm.  E.  Lehman  was 
duly  chosen  at  the  election  aforesaid  a  Member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  for  the 
First  Congressional  District  composed  of  Southwark, 
Moyamencing,  Passayunli,  in  tlie  County  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  Ceder,  Lombard,  Spruce  and  New  Market 
Wards  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 

Now,  therefore,  I  have  issued  this  Proclamation 
hereby  publishing  lud  declaring  that  William  E.  Leh- 
man, Edward  Joy  Morris,  John  P.  Verree,  William 
D.  Kelley,  William  Morris  Davis,  John  Hickman, 
Thomas  B.  Cooper,  Sydenham  E.  Ancona,  Thaddeus 
Stevens,  John  W.  Klllinger,  James  H.  Campbell, 
George  W.  Scranton.  Philip  Johnson,  Galusha  A. 
Grow,  James  T.  Hale,  Joseph  Bailey,  Edward  McPher- 
son,  Samuel  S.  Blair.  John  Covode,  Jesse  Lazear, 
James  K.  Moorhead,  Robert  McKnight,  John  W.  Wal- 
lace, John  Patton  and  Elijah  Babbitt,  have  been  re- 
turned as  duly  elected  in  the  spveral  districts  before 
mentioned  as  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  term  of  two  years  to  commence 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 


of  the  Governors. 


iit  Hairisbui-g,  this  Eighth  day  of  November  in  tlie 
from  aud  afUT  tlie  fourth  day  ot  March  nest, 
year  of  our  Lord  oue  tlioosand  eigLt  hundred  and  sixty, 
and  of  thf  Commonwuallli  thi'  oighty-ftfth. 

WM.F.  PACKER, 
Governor. 
By  I  hi'  Ciovernor, 
Wni.  M.  llic-Bter, 

Spcretary  of  the  Commonwfjilth. 


Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  Jacob  K,  McKenty 
as  a  Representative  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  United 
Slates  Congress. 
Pennsylvania,  ss, 

IN    TUE    NAME    AND   BY 
llif  nulliorily  of  the  Com- 
iiioiiwi'Hlrli   of   Pennsylva- 
WILLIAM  F.  PACKER, 
■rnor  of  the  said  Comniou- 
wealth. 

A    PROCLAMATION. 

Wlioreas  by  a  return  duly  made  by 
1  the  .ludpes  of  an  eleetion  held  in  the 
jKig'.illi  Congri'SBional  Distrift  of  this 
r.nonwcalHi.  i'oni|iosed  of  the 
'  Couiily  of  Ilciks.  on  Tuesday,  the 
I  day  of  Ortoher.  A.  n.  1860,  un- 
der the  authority  of  an  aet  of  the  General  Assembly 
passed  the  second  day  of  July,  A.  D.  l^olt,  it  apiyears 
that  Jacob  K.  Mcrvcnty,  was  duly  elected  to  st^ve  as  a 
Rejiresentative  of  this  Rtate,  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Tiiirty-sixth  Congress  of  the  T'nited 
States,  to  supply  thi?  vacancy  occasioned  liy  the  death 
of  the  Hon.  John  S.^hwartz. 

And  Whereas  in  and  by  the  forty-second  section  of 
the  act  before  recited,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Gov- 
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ernor  on  the  receipt  of  the  returus  of  an  election  as 
aforesaid,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  to 
declare  by  Proclamation  the  name  of  the  person 
elected. 

Now  Therefore,  I  have  issued  this  Proclamation, 
hereby  publishing  and  dwlaring,  that  the  said  Jacob 
K.  McKentj  is  duly  elected  and  chosen  in  the  District 
before  mentioned  as  a  Kepresentative  of  this  State,  in 
the  House  of  Kepreseotatives,  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  room  of  the  Hon.  John  Schwartz, 
deceased  who  had  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Thirty- 
sixth  Congress. 

Given  under  my  Hand,  and  the  Great  Seal  of  State 
at  Harrisburg,  this  ninth  day  of  November,  in  the  year 
of  Our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty, 
and- of  the  Commonwealth  the  eighty-fifth. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 

By  the  Governor, 
Wm.  M.  Hiester, 

Sec'y  of  the  Couim'th. 


■Signed]    Wm.  F. 
IN   THE    NAMR    ; 


DOCUMENTS. 
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lamation  oi  llie  Election  of  Electors  of  a 
(lent  and   Vice   President. — iS6o. 


TUE  NAME  AND  BY 
tlic  auUiority  of  the  Com- 
moriwt'altli  of  Prniisylva- 

WILI.IAM  F.  PACKER, 
crnor  of  tbe  said  Ctimnion- 


4.    PROCLAMATION. 

Wlicroiis,  it  is  in-ovidi-d  in  and  b;^ 
An  Act  of  the  IJeneral  Asscmljl/  of 
Comniouwealth.  entitled  "An  Act 
iiip  to  tlip  Elections  of  lliis  Com- 
monwinltli,"  passed  the  Beeond  day  of 
Jnlv,  A.  D.  one  thoiisand  eight  hun- 
ml  tliiri.vuiii-.  Thi;t  the  Scn-t'tary  i)f  iUv  Com- 
■(■iiltli  having  ri'ccived  tlie  returns  of  the  votes 
for  election  if  President  and  Viee  PrcKident  of 
nited  States,  .hull  la.v  the  same  before  tlie  (lov- 
,  who  shall  eiiiuncrale  and  aseertain  tlie  number 
,ea  for  eai-b  |ii'!So:i  voted  for  and  sliall  lliereui>ou 
e  by  Pioelainatinn  the  names  of  tlie  persons 
fleeted.'' 


4 


ft 
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And  Whereas,  It  appears  by  the  returos  laid  before 
me  o(  the  election  for  electors,  held  on  Tuesday,  the 
aiith  day  of  November,  inst..  That  James  Pollock, 
Thomas  M.  Howe,  Edward  C.  Knight,  Robert  P.  King, 
Henry  Bumm,  Robert  M.  Foust,  Kathan  Uilles,  John 
M.  Broomall,  Jamed  U.  Fuller,  Uavid  E.  Stout,  Francis 
U.  Christ,  David  Mumma,  Jr.,  David  Taggart,  Thomas 
R,  Hall,  Francis  B,  Peuniman,  UlyHses  Mercur,  George 
BresBler,  A.  Brady  Sharpe,  Daniel  O,  Gehr,  Samuel 
Calvin,  Edgar  Cowan,  William  McKenna,  John  M. 
Kirkpatrick.  James  Kerr,  Richard  P.  RobertB,  Henry 
Souther  and  John  Greer  are  the  peraontf  duly  elected 
electors  of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States  to  serve  at  the  election  in  that  behalf  to 
he  held  at  the  Seat  of  Government  of  this  State  (being 
in  the  City  of  Harrisburg,  in  the  County  of  Dauphin), 
OD  the  iirat  Wednesday  of  December  next,  agreeably 
to  the  said  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  the  Constitution  and  I-awa  of  the 
United  States  in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrieburg.  this  15th  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  Our  Lord  One  thousand  eight    hundred    and 
sixty,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  Eighty-flfth. 
WM.  F.  PACKER. 

Ily  the  Governor, 
Wm.  M.  Hiester, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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innual  Message  to  the  Assembly. — i86i. 

tlemen : — 

ITBMITTINt)  TO  THE  OENEHAL  ASSEMBLY 
J  last  annual  commuineation,  it  is  the  source  of 
ifeigiiod  gi-arilioation   lo   be  ablp   to  announce 

people,  and  to  their  Rep  re  senta  lives,  that  not- 

anding  the  present  unfavorable  rrieiB  in  the 
ary  alTairs  of  this  country,  and  the  general  pros- 
a  of  busineHB  and  credit,  the  financial  condition 
meylvania  JB  highly  satisfactory. 

receipts  at  the  Ktr.te  Treasury,  from  nil  sonrces, 
e  fiscal  year  ending  on  tlie  30tli  of  November, 
were  |3, 479,257.31,  to  which  add  the  available 
:e  in  the  Treasury  on  the  Ist  day  of  Ueocmber, 
P830,323.09.  and  the  whole  sum  available  for  the 
vill  be  found  to  be  «4 .3 18,380.40.     The  expendi- 

for  all  purposes,  for  the  same  period,  were  f3,- 
7.32.  Leaving  an  available  balance  in  the  Treaa- 
n  the  let  day  of  December,  ISfid.  of  J!:681,4S3.08. 
)Ilowing  items  are  embraced  in  the  expenditures 
e  fiscal  year,  vh: 

redeemed, $064,857  C5 

notes  cancelled 1.811  00 

■St  certificates 2.43ft  52 

stic  creditors'  certificates,  ....  5  40 

ges  on  the  public  works,  and 

claims 22.f.44  32 


ig  of  the  public  debt  actually 

1  during  the  year,  the  sum  of.  ^001,1 


funded  and  nnfunded   debt   of   the   Comnion- 
1  OB  the  first  day  of  December,  1850.  was  aft  fob 
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Funded  Debt. 

6  per  cent,  loans,   |400,630  00 

5        I>o.,    37,625,153  37 

4^       Do.,    388,200  00 

4        Do.,    100,000  00 

Total  funded  debt, $38,513,983  37 


Unfunded  Debt. 

Belief  notea  in  circulation,  ?101,213  00 

Interest  certificates  outstanding,  . . .  18,513  82 

Do.                 unclaimed, 4,448  38 

Domestic  creditors,  802'  50 

Total  unfunded  debt, ?124,977  70 


Making  the  entire  debt  of  the  Commonwealth,  at  the 
period  named,  f38,(i38,06l.07. 

The  funded  and  unfunded  debt  of  the  State,  at  the 
close  of  the  last  fiscal  jear,  December  1,  ISCO,  stood  as 
follows: 

Funded  Debt. 

6  per  cent,  loans,  f400,630  00 

5        Do,,    30,907,295  72 

4i      Do.,    381,200  00 

4        Do.,    100,000  00 

Total  funded  debt, $37,849,125  72 


Unfunded  Debt. 

Belief  notes  in  circulation, $99,402  00 

Interest  certificates  outstanding,  . , .  10,074  30 
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0.  iin claimed, -1.448  S^ 

stic  creditors'  wrtiflmtes,  . : . . .  .        797  It) 

Total  unfunded  debt, ?il2(),721  78 

iing  tlie  entire?  public  debt  of  I'cniiBjIvania,  on 
■St  day  of  December  last,  »37,969,S47.5rt. 
jmy  the  principal  and  intfrest  of  this  debt,  be- 
tbe  ordinary  sources  of  revenue,  the  Common- 
2  holds  the  follon'ing  mortgage  bonds,  derived 
the  sale  of  her  public  imitrovemonts,  vIr: 
1  of  Pennsylvania  laihoad  com-    . 

y,   17.200.000  00 

I  of  Bunbury  and  Erie  railroad 

pany,    :i,500,0()0  Oft 

.  of  Wyoming  canal  coniiiany,.  281,000  00 

Total,    iJlO.flSl.UOO  00 

e  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  on 

first  day   of  December,   IS;"*", 

public  debt  of  this  rommou 
1th,  funded  and  nnfuuded,  was.       $:t!t,SS].7;!S  22 
now,  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
■  1860,   :t7,!)01).S47  m 

g  been  reduced,  diiring  (lie  lasl 

■e  years,   *l,!)ll.wm  72 

■ailable  balance  in  the  Treasury 
he  first  day  of  December,  1857 

,    $52S.llKi  47 

e  first  day  of  December.  l.%n. 

as, R81 .4.1:)  08 

ding  the  former  balance  in  the 
of,  ?l.~>:{,:vjf,  111 
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Add  to  this  the  sum  paid  at  the 
Treasury  during  the  past  three 
years,  for  debts  and  claims  against 
the  Commonwealth  arisiug  out  of 
the  construction  aud  mainteuauce 
of  the  public  improvements,  and 
which  was  substantially  a  part  of 
the  unfunded  debt  of  the  Common- 
wealth, amounting  to, 


And  we  have  the  sum  of, f324,991  42 


By  adding  this  sum  to  the  amount  paid  on  the  pub- 
lic d«bt  from  Deceiiiber  1.  1857,  to  December  1,  1860, 
to  wit:  11,911,890.72,  it  will  be  foiiud  that  during  the 
past  three  years  the  State  has  not  only  met  all  her  or- 
dinary liabilities,  including  the  ext>en8es  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  iutercst  on  her  public  debt,  but  has  di- 
minished her  actual  indebtedness  the  sum  of  |2,236,- 
882.15. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  for  the  last  three  years 
the  tax  on  real  and  personal  estate  has  been  but  two 
and  a  half  mills  on  the  dollar,  while  from  1844  to  1857, 
it  was  three  mills — that  for  the  past  two  years  and  six 
months  the  State  has  received  no  part  of  the  tax  on 
tonnage  due  from  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  company 
— and  that  since  July,  1859,  the  interests  on  the  bonds 
held  by  the  State  against  the  Sunbury  and  Erie  rail- 
road company  has  remained  due  and  unpaid,  it  is  cer- 
tainly cause  for  hearty  congratulation,  that,  without 
aid  from  these'important  sources  of  revenue,  so  great 
a  reduction  of  the  public  debt  has  been  accomplished 
in  comparatively  so  short  a  period.  The  funded  debt 
of  the  State  is  now  less  than  it  has  been  since  1842, 
and  the  unfunded  debt  and  floating  debt,  which  at  that 
time  amounted  to  upwards  of  two  millions  of  dollars, 
has  been  almost  entirely  redeemed.  It  is  now  reduced 
18— Vol.   VIII— 4th  Ser. 


to  ?120,721.78~-aiid  of  thie  sum  over  uinelj-nine  thou- 
sand dollai'B  consists  of  relk'f  notes,  most  of  wbich  are 
uudoubleillj  either  lost  or  destroyed,  and  will,  there- 
fore, never  be  presented  for  payment.  The  claims 
against  th«  State,  accruing  from  the  constrnction  and 
maintenance  of  her  canals  and  railroads,  are  now  re- 
duced to  a  mere  nominal  sum;  and,  in  the  fntnre,  after 
providing  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of  government,  her 
revL-nufs  and  her  energies  may  he  exclusively  applied 
to  the  payment. of  the  interest,  and  the  discharge  of 
the  principal  of  her  public  debt. 

The  people  of  this  Commonwealth  have  hitherto  met, 
with  promptness,  the  demands  made  upon  them,  from 
time  to  time,  for  the  ways  and  means  of  rex)ieni8hing 
the  Public  Treasury;  and  m»w,  (hat  they  sec  that  the 
onerous  debt  with  which  they  have  been  so  long  bur- 
dened, ie  each  yepr  certainly  and  rapidly  disappearing 
— that  the  amount  required  to  meet  the  inferust  is  an- 
nually being  diminished — that  consequently  a  still 
greater  sum  can  each  year  be  devoted  to  the  reduction 
of  the  principal  of  the  debt,  without  resorting  to  addi- 
tional sources  of  revenue—and  that,  with  a  proper 
husbanding  of  the  resources  of  the  Slate,  the  day  is  not 
far  distant  when  direct  taxation  in  Pennsylvania  will 
cease  altogether — the  payment  of  such  ta.xes  as  may 
for  the  time  be  required  to  meet  the  public  necessitiea, 
will  continue  to  be  met  with  cheerfulness  and  alacrity. 
But  they  will  unquestion.ibly  hold  those  to  whose  care 
they  have  entrusted  the  financial  interests  of  the  State 
to  a  rigid  accountability.  That  there  should,  at  this 
particular  juncture,  when  the  business  and  monetary 
affairs  of  the  country  are  so  greatly  deiire.=Bed,  be  the 
strictest  economy  in  public  expenditures,  is  so  manifest 
that  it  can  scarcely  be  necessary  to  call  attention  to  so 
plain  a  duty.  It  is  e(|ually  clear  that  any  legislation 
which  would  tend  greatly  to  lessen  the  revenues  of  the 
Commonwealth,  would,  at  this  time,  be  peculiarly  un- 
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wise  and  incxpedieDt.  The  exigencies  of  the  future 
DO  man  can  foretell- — the  prospect  before  us  is  becloud- 
ed with  doubt  and  uncertainty — it  is,  therefore,  no 
more  than  the  part  of  wisdom  to  guard,  with  unceasing 
vigilance,  all  our  present  sources  of  revenue,  and  to 
thus  be  prepared  for  every  possible  contingency. 

Since  July,  1858,  the  rennsylvauia  railroad  company 
has  refused  to  pay  the  tax  on  tonnage  reijuired  to  be 
paid  by  the  act  incorporating  the  company,  and  its 
various  supplements;  and  there  is  now  due  to  the  State, 
on  that  account,  exi:lusive  of  interest,  the  sum  of  ?674,- 
29(J.22.  Including  the  interest,  the  sum  now  due  is 
about  f700,000.  Before  my  last  annual  message  was 
communicated  to  the  Legislature,  a  case  had  been  tried 
in  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  Daupliin  county,  be- 
ween  the  Commonwealth  and  the  railroad  company, 
involving  the  question  of  the  constitutionality  of  this 
which  wa»  decided  in  favor  of  the  Slate,  and  the 
imposition  of  the  tax  pronounced  constitutional.  In 
January  last,  another  suit  was  tried  between  the  same 
parties,  in  the  same  court,  involving  the  same  question, 
with  a  like  result.  In  December  last,  a  judgment  was 
obtained  in  the  district  court  of  Philndelphin,  upon  one 
of  the  semi-annual  settlements,  for  |;llO,flOfl.  So  that 
judgment  has  been  obtained  for  ?:J65,ii()0  of  the  debt, 
being  the  whole  amount  which  became  due  prior  to 
1860.  The  tax  which  accrued  duriuK  the  past  year, 
amounts  to  ?308.820.0.'i.  The  first  settlement  for  the 
year  is  before  the  Dauphin  county  court,  on  an  appeal 
taken  by  the  company;  and  the  second,  or  last,  settle- 
ment was  made  but  a  few  days  since,  by  the  account- 
ant department  of  ;hc  Commonweallh. 

After  the  recovery,  in  the  common  pleas  of  Dauphin 
county,  the  cases  were  remove('  ^y  writs  of  error,  taken 
on  behalf  of  the  defendants,  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
this  State,  where  they  were  argued  in  June  last,  and  in 
October  that   tribunal  sustained  the  decision  of  the 
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of  common  plt-iis,  aud  held  the  tax  to  be  clearly 
itiitional;  tlius  uuiting  with  the  law  making 
1-  iu  affirming  the  right  of  the  Btatt  to  tax  a  cor- 
ion  under  a  Jaw  to  which  it  owes  its  uxistence. 
Dotnithslunding  this  coucuiTenee  of  npinion  aud 
1  on  behalf  of  the  constituted  authoritiffl  of  Penn- 
Dia,  thf.  litigation  is  not  yet  at  an  end;  for  the 
ad  company  has  recently  removed  the  cases,  by 

of  error,  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
9,  wberi!  they  are  now  pending.  That  the  deci- 
Di  that  court  will,  when  made,  fully  Buulain  the 

of  a  sovereign  State  to  enforce  a  contract  be- 
i  the  State  and  a  corporation,  and  entirely  rindi- 
the  power  of  a  State  to  impose  Rucb  taxot*  upon 
rations,  as  in  her  sovereign  will  wlie  may  deem 
■r,  I  cannot  for  a  moment  doiilit, 
complete  the  history  of  this  important  litigation, 

0  show  that  every  effort  has  been,  thus  far,  made 
upel  the  payment  of  this  large  sum  of  money  into 
rcasury  of  the  State,  it  is  proper  to  adil.  that  the 
iflicer  of  the  CommonwcaUh,  being  of  oi>iniou 
the  writs  of  error  were  not  issued  from  the  Sn- 
_'  Court  of  the  I'nitcd  States  in  time  to  prevent  the 
^tion  of  the  judgments  rendered  in  the  State 
8,  executions  were  issued  lo  tlie  shcrill'  of  Hu- 
ty  of  Dauphin,  aud  proecedinj,'s  aie  now  pending 
e  Supreme  Court  of  this  State,  to  determine 
ler  the  Commonwealth  can  compel  the  payment 

1  judgments  already  recovered,  before  the  final  de- 
1  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Stales. 

;  Suubury  and  Erie  railroad  company  having  fail- 
negotiate  its  mortgage  bonds  in  their  present  con 
1,  the  expectations  confidently  entertained  of  an 
completion  of  that  most  important  improvement, 
not  been  realized.  The  woi'k  during  Ihe  past 
however,  although  greatly  retarded,  has  been  con- 
lly  progressing;  upwards  of  one  tnillion  of  dollars 
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baving  been  expended  on  the  line  from  November,  1859, 
to  November,  1800.  The  whole  length  of  the  road, 
from  the  borough  of  Sunbury  to  the  harbor  on  the 
take,  at  the  city  of  Erie,  is  288  miles;  of  which  148 miles 
are  now  finished  and  in  operation,  4^  115  miles  of  the 
remaining  portion  of  the  line  are  graded;  leaving  but 
twenty-five  miles  yet  to  grade,  Pennsylvania  is  large- 
ly interested  in  the  early  completion  and  success  of  this 
great  thoroughfare,  not  only  because  she  is  the  creditor 
of  the  company  to  the  amount  of  three  and  a  half  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  but  for  the  additional,  and  more  cogent 
reason,  that  the  improvement,  when  completed,  will 
open  one  of  the  most  important  channels  of  trade  be- 
tween the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  great  lakes  of 
the  west,  at  the  best  harbor  on  Lake  Erie,  entirely  with- 
in the  limits  of  our  own  State,  which  has  ever  been  con- 
templated. It  will,  moreover,  develop  the  resources 
of  a  large  portion  of  Korth-We»tern  Pennsylvania, 
abounding  with  the  richest  minerals,  and  a  lumber 
region  of  unsurpassed  excellence,  which  the  munificent 
hand  of  the  State  has  hitherto  totally  neglected.  By 
disposing  of  her  branch  canals  to  that  company,  in  ex- 
change for  its  mortgage  bonds,  the  State  has  already 
largely  aided  in  the  construction  of  this  great  work; 
and  it  may  be  necessary,  to  insure  its  completion,  that 
further  legislation  should  be  had  in  order  to  render  the 
means  of  the  company  available.  It  is  evident  that  a 
liberal  policy,  on  the  part  of  the  government,  will  pro- 
mote alike  the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the 
railroad  company; 'nevertlieless,  great  care  should  be 
taken  to  protect,  as  far  as  possible,  the  debt  now  due 
from  the  company  to  the  State.  If  all  propositions 
which  may  be  made  for  a  change  in  the  securities  now 
held  by  the  Commonwealth,  be  carefully  considered  by 
the  Ivegislature,  and  no  more  yielded  than  sound  econ- 
omy demands,  with  proper  provision  for  the  due  appli- 
vatiou  of  whatever  means  may  be  realized,  it  is  be- 
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Ueved,  that  sufliiii'nt  rt'liof  can  be  granted  to  the  com- 
pany, to  enahle  it  promptly  to  flniwh  tlit"  road,  while 
the  security  rcmiiining  will  be  fully  adequate  to  insure 
the  ultimate  payalent  of  the  principal  and  interest  of 
the  bouda  of  thoauilroad  eonijiany  now  held  by  the 
Commonwealth. 

I  commend  this  eubject  to  the  Legislature,  as  one  en- 
titled to  its  most  careful  i:onsideration,  as  well  on  ac- 
count of  its  vast  impui'taiife  to  that  portion  of  the 
State  through  which  the  railroad  pa^tees — lo  the  cities 
of  I'hihideljiltia  and  Erie — and  to  the  railroad  com- 
pany— as  to  the  Commonwealth  herself.  Premising 
that  whatever  policy  it  may  be  thought  expedient  to 
pursue,  should  he  adopted  solely  with  reference  to  the 
protection  and  furtherance  of  the  public  interestB. 

The  atteutionof  the  Legislature  Ib  again  invited  to 
the  aubject  of  general  education.  At  the  present  junc- 
ttirt'  it  presents  peculiar  claims.  The  experience  of  a 
qiiai^er  of  a  century  lias  satisfied  the  proverbially  cau- 
tious peojile  of  J'entisylviiiiia,  of  tlieiidiipiedncRs  of  the 
common  school  system  to  their  wants  and  conditions. 
No  less  has  the  severe  ordeal  of  the  past  three  years 
shown  its  capability  to  endure  those  sudden  reverses 
which  occasionally  prostrate  the  other  interests  of  the 
community.  Involving  greater  expeuditure  than  the 
rest  of  the  departments  of  government,  and  that,  too, 
mainly  drawn  from  direct  taxation,  it  is  a  proud  fact, 
that,  while  most  of  the  enterprises  of  society  have  been 
seriously  embarrassed,  and  some  of  tbem  suspended,  by 
the  pecuniary  crisis  of  1S."7,  our  educational  system 
has  not  been  retarded  in  any  appreciable  degree.  On 
the  contrary,  its  operations  have  been  maintained,  to 
an  extent  which  plainly  indicates  that  our  citizens  fully 
appreciate  its  value.  Contrasting  its  main  results  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  with  those  of  1857,  we  find  that  the 
whole  number  of  pupils  now  in  the  schools,  is- 047,414, 
being  an  increase  of  44,422;  these  were  taught  in  11,- 


William  Fisher  Packer.  279 

577  schooU,  C21  more  than  in  lSo7,  during  an  average 
term  of  five  months  and  live  and  one-half  days,  at  a 
cost  of  fifty-six  cents  per  pupil,  per  month,  by  14,065 
teaehcps,  being  520  more  than  in  1857.  The  entire  ex- 
penditure of  the  system,  for  the  past  year,  including 
that  of  the  School  Departmeut,  is  $2,638,550.80.  These 
figures  aHord  some  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Kystem;  but  neither  words  nor  figures  can 
adequately  express  the  importance  of  its  influence 
upon  the  present,  or  its  relations  to  the  future. 

In  contemplatinR  the  details  of  a  pl«n  for  the  due 
training  of  the  youth  of  a  community,  its  large  propor- 
tions and  imposing  array  of  statistics  do  not  display 
the  points  of  its  greatest  impoitance,  I'upils  may  be 
enrolled  by  hundreds  of  thousands;  school-houses  of 
the  best  structure  and  most  complete  arrangement  may 
be  dotted  at  convenient  distances  over  the  whole  face 
of  the  land;  the  most  perfect  order  of  studies  may  be 
adopted,  and  the  best  pos.sible  selection  of  books  made; 
but  what  are  all  thi'we,  without  the  learned  and  skill- 
ful, the  faithful,  moral  and  devoted  teacher?  Without 
this  animating  spirit,  alt  is  barren  and  unfruitful.  In 
this  vital  department,  I  am  happy  to  announce  that 
the  improvement  of  the  common  school  teachers  of  the 
State  shows  more  solid  advancement,  within  the  past 
three  years,  than  any  other  branch  of  the  system. 
This,  therefore,  being  the  point  whence  nil  real  pro- 
gress in  learning  and  culture  must  originate,  is  also 
the  one  to  which  the  fostering  attention  and  care  of  the 
public  authorities  should  be  mainly  directed. 

Our  peculiar  mode  of  training  teachers  under  the 
normal  act  of  18.j7,  has  now  stood  the  tost  of  practical 
experience;  and,  against  the  most  adverse  circum- 
stances, has  produced  results  decisive  of  its  success. 
Already  it  has  placed  one  institution  in  full  operation 
in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  State,  equal  in  stand- 
ing and  extent  to  any  in  the  Union.    Another,  with  all 
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rptliiirenifuls  of  the  law,  baa  just  applied  for  State  1 

'gniliuu   in   llie  extreme  nortli-WL«t.     I   eommend  ' 

:«  noble,  aud  peculiarly  I'eniisyivania,  schools,  to  ■! 

r  favor.  Aid  to  them  will  be  the  best  inveBtmeDt  ^^^^| 
can  be  made  for  the  rising  generation.  Good  ia-  ^^^H 
etiou  for  unr  children,  is  the  strougest  earthly  ^^^^| 
rantee,  that,  whatever  else  we  beiiueatli  them,  their  ^ 

^ritance  will  he  a  bk-ssing  and  not  a  curse;  and,  if 
ling  uioie  is  left,  in  the  well  cultured  miuds,  the 
ing  hands,  and  the  trust  in  God,  of  freemen,  they 
have  all  that  is  essential. 

early  eleven  thoueand  of  our  fellow  citizens  are 
devoting  their  efforts  to  the  improvement  of  the 
mou  school,  as  directors.  Than  this  there  is  no 
e  meritorious  body  of  men.  An  iuiTtafie  of  the  an- 
I  State  appropriation  would  not  only  be  a  ma- 
ll relief  to  the  districts,  at  this  time,  bnt  would,  to 
e  extent,  disembarrass  directors  in  their  local  opera- 
e. 

is  not,  however,  the  coinmon  school  system,  vast 
honorable  to  the  State  as  it  is,  that  claims  your  en- 
attention,  in  reference  lo  education.  I'ennsyl- 
a  also  boasts  lii-r  colleyiat'.-.  acadi-mical.  scientific, 
essional,  and  philanthropic  iiii^titutions.  and  num- 
18  private  schools  of  every  grade.  In  this  respect, 
is  second  to  no  member  of  the  confederacy;  but, 
1  mere  want  of  attention  to  the  proper  statistics. 
has  thus  far  been  ranked  far  below  her  just  stand- 
The  present  is  not  the  proper  time  to  renew 
its  to  institutions  of  these  classes  wliich  hereto- 
received  State  aid.  If  it  were,  the  public  authori- 
do  not  possess  the  reipiisite  data  for  a  safe  and 
extension  of  liberality.  The  period  will  arrive 
n  all  pnhlic  edacational  agencies  must  be  included 
■ne  great  system  for  the  elevation  of  mind  and 
als;  and  when  the  State  will,  no  doubt,  patronize 
y  proper  effort  in  the  good  work. 
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For  the  details  of  thu  syatem,  duririg  the  last  flchoot 
year,  the  attention  of  tUt  Legislature  is  respectfully 
referred  to  the  annual  report  of  the  Coiumon  School 
Department,  herewith  submitteil. 

I  desire  again,  specially,  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
General  Assembly  to  the  Farmers'  High  School  of 
Pennsylvania,  as  an  institution  which  proposes  to  ac- 
complish an  object  wliicli  has  never  been  attained  in 
this  country — the  supply  of  a  want  which  has  ever  been 
felt  by  the  agricultural  community;  the  education  of 
their  eons,  at  once,  to  scientific  knowledge,  habitual  in- 
dustry, and  practical  skill,  to  flt  them  for  the  associa- 
tions of  rural  life,  and  the  occupation  chosen  for  them 
by  their  fathers.  The  gains  of  the  farmer,  however 
certain,  are  small.  The  education  of  his  sous  should, 
therefore,  be  measured  by  the  nature  of  his  business. 
There  seems  to  be  no  practical  mode  of  cheapening 
education,  but  by  combining  an  amount  of  expendi- 
ture, within  the  ability  of  a  farmer,  with  tlie  daily 
labor  of  the  student,  so  as  to  make  the  institution  so 
nearly  self-sustaining  as  to  bring  it  within  the  reach 
of  that  class  who  constitute  so  important  a  branch  of 
the  industry  of  our  people.  The  original  design  of  this 
school  embraced  the  accommodation  of  four  hundred 
students,  a  number  essential  to  the  economical  work- 
ing of  the  system;  and,  although  the  applications  for 
admission  are  numberless,  the  utmost  efforts  of  the 
trustees  have  not  enabled  them  lo  complete  more  than 
one-third  of  the  building,  or  to  accommodate  more  than 
a  corresponding  number  of  students.  Many  indivi- 
duals throughout  the  State,  convinced  of  the  merit  of 
an  institution  which  promises  so  much  good,  have  con- 
tributed liberally  to  what  has  already  been  done;  and 
the  board  of  trustees  have  labored  with  a  zeal  which 
cannot  fail  to  commend  ib^elf  to  the  kind  feeling  of  all 
our  citizens.  Scientific  education  has  advanced  the  in- 
terests of  every  avocation  of  life — agriculture  far  less 
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Ihaii  auy  otLer — and  for  the  inauifest  reason  that  it 
I1U8  not  reached  it  to  thfi  same  extent,  and  never  will 
reach  it,  unless  the  body  be  educated  to  tbc  plow,  ae 
well  as  the  mind  to  the  jihilosophlcal  principles  wbicli 
the  plow's  work  developiw, 

1  huve  always  looked  upon  the  Farmers'  High  School 
with  ijeculiar  favor,  as  well  because  of  my  own  con- 
victions of  its  promised  asefulness,  as  the  favor  which 
has  hitherto  been  shown  to  it  by  the  Kepresentatives 
of  the  people.  Its  charter  reiiiiiree  an  annual  exhibi- 
tion of  its  receipts,  expenditures  and  operations  gen- 
erally, and  these  will  douhtless  be  laid  before  you. 

By  the  act  paBsed  by  the  last  Legislature,  establish- 
ing a  system  of  free  banking  in  Pennsylvania,  and  se- 
curing the  public  agninet  loss  from  inaolveni  banks, 
radical  changes  were  made  in  the  banking  laws  of  this 
State.  Instead  of  corporations  created  by  special 
laws,  voluntary  a».soci3tion»  are  authorized  to  trans- 
act the  busiueHs  of  banking,  without  further  legisla- 
tion, and  as  an  indispensable  prere(]uisite  to  the  is- 
suing of  bank  notes  for  circulation  as  money,  ample 
security  must  be  deposited  witli  the  Auditor  General 
for  their  prompt  redemption.  The  law  makes  provi- 
sion, not  only  for  the  incorporation  of  new  banking 
associations,  but  enables  banking  itistitulions  already 
in  existence,  to  continue  their  busiuesy  for  twenty 
years  after  the  expiration  of  their  present  cliarters, 
upon  complying  with  it.-*  provisions,  by  withdrawing 
their  old  circulation,  and  giving  the  securities  required 
for  the  redemption  of  their  new  issues.  The  public,  I 
am  sure,  will  rejoice  fliat  no  further  necessity  exists 
for  legislative  action,  either  on  the  subject  of  creating 
new,  or  re-chartering  old  banks;  and  that  the  time  and 
attention  of  their  Rcprestntatives  will  now,  happily,  be 
no  longer  monopolized  in  the  consideration  of  a  sub- 
ject hitherto  ]»roductive  of  wo  much  strife  and  conten 
tion,  if  not  of  positive  evil. 
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The  rapid  increase  of  private  banks,  throughout  the 
State,  makes  it  eminently  right  that  they  should  be . 
placed  under  proper  legislative  restrictions,  and  that 
the  large  amount  of  capital,  thus  employed,  should  be 
made  to  contribute  its  fair  proportion  to  the  revenues 
of  the  Commonwealth.  Their  business,  in  the  aggre- 
gate, ia  now  believed  to  amount  to  a  sum  almost,  if  not 
quite,  equal  to  the  whole  business  ot  the  regularly  char- 
tered banks;  and  yet  it  is  entirely  unrestricted,  and, 
with  the  exception  of  a  merely  uomiual  license  tax,  is 
free  from  taxation.  This  is  unjust  to  every  other  class 
of  our  tax  paying  citizens,  and  especially  so  to  the 
banking  institutions  holding  charters  from  the  Com- 
monwealth, for  which  tliey  have  each  paid  a  liberal 
bonus,  and  are,  in  addition,  subject  to  a  very  large  tax 
on  their  dividends.  I  respectfully  coniniend  this  sub- 
ject to  the  attention  of  the  Legislature. 

A  high  sense  of  duty  imiiels  me  again  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Legislature  to  the  inadequacy  of  exist- 
ing lawa,  regulating  the  receiving,  keeping  and  dis- 
bursements of  the  revenues  of  the  State.  The  public 
moneys  are  now  paid  directly  to  the  State  Treasurer, 
who  deposits  them,  at  his  own  discretion,  whenever 
and  wherever  he  chooses,  and  j)ays  them  out  in  sums, 
either  small  or  great,  ujion  his  own  unattested  check 
exclusively.  The  amount  thus  received,  kept  and  dis- 
hnrsed  is  annually  between  three  and  four  millions  of 
dollars,  with  balances  on  hand,  at  times,  exceeding  one 
million  of  dollars;  while  tlic  bond  of  the  State  Treas- 
urer is  for  only  ciglily  thousand  dollars.  His  accounts 
are  settled  monthly  by  tlie  Auditor  nencnil,  by  whom 
the  receipts  for  money  paid  into  the  Treasury  are  coun- 
tersigned, and  these  are  the  only  safeguards  provided 
by  law  to  prevent  the  illegal  and  improper  use  of  the 
money  of  the  State,  by  the  State  Treasurer, 

Happily  the  revenues  of  the  Commonwealth  have 
hitherto  been   safely   kept,   properly    disbursed,    and 
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promptly  accounted  for,  by  those  in  charge  of  the  Pub- 
lic Treasury;  but  in  view  of  the  serious  defalcations 
which  have  occurred  elsewhere,  and  in  other  States, 
this  fact  should  furnish  no  reae^n  why  we  ought  not 
to  guard  against  loss  in  the  future.  Referring  to  my 
former  annual  messages,  1  respectfully,  but  most  earn- 
estly, recommend  that  provision  be  made  by  law: 

First — That  no  jnoney  shall  be  deposited  by  the 
State  Treasurer  in  any  bank,  or  elsewhere,  without 
first  requiring  ample  security  to  be  given  to  the  Com- 
monwealth for  the  }>rompt  repayment  of  such  sum 
as  may  be  deposited;  and  that  such  securities  shall  be 
deposited  in  the  oilice  of  th(»  Auditor  (ieneral. 

Second — That  all  checks  issued  by  the  State  Treas- 
urer, shall  be  countersigned  by  the  Auditor  General, 
before  they  are  used,  and  that  daily  accounts  shall  be 
kept  of  the  moneys  received,  deposited  and  disbursed, 
in  the  Auditor  General's  office,  as  well  as  in  the  Treas- 
ury  Department. 

Third — That  condensed  monthly  statements,  verified 
by  the  signatures  of  the  Auditor  General  and  State 
Treasurer,  shall  be  published  in  one  newspai>er  in 
Philadelphia  and  one  in  Harrisburg,  showing  the  bal- 
ances in  the  Treasury,  and  where  deposited,  with  the 
particular  amount  of  each  deposit;  and 

Fourth — That  the  bond  of  the  State  Treasurer  be  in- 
creased to  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fiftv  thousand 
dollars. 

Our  various  charitable  and  reformatorv  institutions 
— the  State  Lunatic  llospital,  at  Harrisburg — the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Hospital  for  the  insane,  at  Pitts- 
burg— the  asylums  for  the  blind,  and  deaf  and  dumb, 
at  Philadelphia — the  Houses  of  Refuge  at  Philadel- 
phia and  Pittsburg,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Training 
School  for  idiotic  and  feeble  minded  children,  at 
Media,  will  present  their  usual  annual  claims  upon  the 
bounty  of  the  State.    These  excellent  charities  are  con- 
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tinunll;  dispensing  benefits  and  blessings  upon  suffer- 
ing-and  erring  liuinanity,  which  can  scarcely  be  over- 
rated. They  are  heartily  commended  to  the  discrimi- 
nating liberality  of  the  Legislature.  1  refrain,  as  I 
have  heretofore  done,  from  recommending,  as  proper 
objects  for  appropriations  from  the  State  Treasury, 
other  charitable  and  benevolent  institutions,  not  be- 
canse  they  are  undeserving  the  confidence  and  patron- 
age of  the  public,  but  because  they  are  local  in  their 
character,  and  in  my  judgment  have  no  claims  upon 
the  common  fund  which  can  be  admitted,  in  justice  to 
the  rights  and  interests  of  other  portions  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

The  inspectors  of  the  State  Penitentiary  for  the  East- 
ern District  of  Pennsytvauia,  in  their  annual  reports 
for  the  years  18aS  and  IKIll,  called  the  attention  of  the 
Legislature  to  the  insecurity  of  such  parts  of  the  peni- 
tentiary building  as  were  exposed  to  their  own  fires 
and  those  of  the  neigliborhood,  and  recommended  that 
roofs  of  such  of  the  corridors  as  were  covered  with 
shingles,  and  needed  renewal,  should  be  replaced  with 
slate  or  metal.  On  visiting  the  institution,  my  atten- 
tion was  called  to  the  subject  by  the  inspectors.  The 
necessity  for  the  change  was  so  apparent  and  urgent, 
that  I  advised  them  not  to  hesitate  in  having  the  old, 
dilapidated  and  dangerous  wooden  roofa  of  such  por- 
tions of  the  building  as  required  renewal,  replaced  with 
some  substantial  fire  proof  material.  This  has  accord- 
ingly been  done,  and  I  respectfully  recommend  that  a 
small  appropriation  be  granted  to  defray  the  expense 
incurred. 

I  commend  to  your  consideration  the  report  of  the 
State  Librarian,  whose  attention  to  the  interests  of  the 
Library  under  his  rare,  deserves  the  warmest  commen- 
dation. The  system  of  exchanges,  with  the  different 
States  of  the  Union,  and  with  foreign  governments, 
commenced  and  prosecuted  under  his  auspices,  haa  re- 
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»Hlt(?d  in  gi-cat  iiilvimtages  to  the  Library,  and  desprtes 
the  continued  poiintenance  of  tlie  Legislature,  The  in- 
crease o[  iLe  LiJjrary.  at  a  compara I ivelj"  BUiall  ex- 
pense to  the  State,  has  been  such,  that  it  now  needs  en- 
larged accomniodiitioaB  lor  the  Bafe-keepiug  of  the 
Tolunios  and,  if  tlie  increase  continues,  will  soon  re- 
(juire  a  separate  buildiug  for  ita  exclusive  nee. 

The  reports  of  the  State  Treasurer,  the  Auditor  Gen- 
eral, the  Survejor  Ueneral.  the  Adjutant  neneral,  and 
the  Attorney  fjpneral,  will  inform  you,  in  detail,  of  the 
operations  of  the  government,  as  preBcntid  by  those 
aeveral  departments,  for  the  laat  ftncal  year.  They  are 
entitled  to  the  attentive  constderalioii  of  tlie  Legisla- 
ture. 

Boon  after  my  inauguration,  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion of  my  predecessor  in  odice,  a  dwelling  hoUHe  was 
purchased  in  this  city  for  the  residence  of  the  Governor 
of  the  Commouweallh.  The  purchase  included  several 
articles  of  heavy  furniture,  then  in  the  buildiug,  and  a 
small  appropriation  would  complete  the  necessary  fur- 
nishing of  the  house,  so  as  to  make  it  a  fit  and  conve- 
nient residence  for  Ihe  inooniing  Fxecnlivf.  I  cheer- 
fully recommend  the  immediate  passiifie  of  a  bill  mak- 
ing a  suitable  appropriation  for  I  his  ])urposc. 

The  extraordinary  and  alarniiiifi  condititm  <}(  <nir  na- 
tional afTairs  demands  your  imnii'diiilc  attention.  <>n 
the  twentieth  of  Hecember  last.  Ihe  convention  of 
South  Carolina,  organized  under  fhf  authority  of  the 
Legislature  of  that  State,  by  a  uiianiTuous  vote,  de- 
clared "That  the  union  now  Hubsisting  between 
i^'outh  Carolina  and  the  other  Slatet*.  under  the 
name  of  the  United  States  of  America,  is  liereby  dis- 
solved;'" and  the  action  already  taken  in  several  other 
southern  States  indicates,  most  clearly,  their  inten- 
tion to  follow  this  example. 

On  behalf  of  the  advo<'ates  of  secession,  it  is  claimed, 
that  this  Union  is  merely  a  com]>act  between  the  sev- 
eral States   composing  it,  and  that   any  one  of  the 
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States,  which  may  feel  aggrieved,  may,  at  ita  pleasure, 
declare  that  it  will  no  longer  be  a  party  to  (he  com- 
pact. This  doctrine  is  clearly  erroneous.  The  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  is  something  more  than  a 
mere  compact,  or  agreement,  between  the  several 
States.  As  applied  to  nations,  a  compact  is  but  a 
treaty,  which  may  be  abrogjited  at  the  will  of  either 
party;  responsible  to  the  other  jiarty  for  its  bad  faith 
in  i-efusing  to  keep  it^s  engagements,  lii^t  entirely  irre- 
sponsible to  any  superior  tribunal.  A  government,  on 
the  other  hand,  whether  ereated  by  consent,  or  by  con- 
quest, when  clothed  with  legislative,  judicial  and  exe- 
cutive powers,  is  m^cessarily  in  its  naiure  sovereign; 
and  from  this  sovereignty  flows  its  right  to  enforce  its 
laws  and  decrees  by  civil  process,  and,  in  an  emergency, 
by  its  military  and  naval  power.  The  government 
owes  protection  to  the  poo|»le,  and  they,  in  turn,  owe 
it  their  allegiance.  Its  laws  cannot  be  violated  by  its 
citizens,  without  accountability  to  the  tribunals  creat- 
ed to  enforce  its  decrees  and  to  punish  offenders.  Or- 
ganized resistance  to  it,  is  rebellion.  If  successful,  it 
may  be  purged  of  Jiime  by  revolution.  If  unsuccess- 
ful, the  persons  engaged  in  the  rebellion,  may  be  exe- 
cuted as  traitors.  The  government  of  the  United 
States,  within  the  limits  assigned  to  it,  is  as  potential 
in  sovereignty,  as  any  other  government  in  the  civilized 
world.  The  Constitution,  and  laws  made  in  pursuance 
thereof,  are  expressly  declared  to  be  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land.  Under  ;he  Constitution,  the  general  gov- 
ernment has  the  power  to  raise  and  support  armies,  to 
create  and  maintain  a  navy,  and  to  provide  for  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  its  laws,  suppress  insurrec- 
tion and  repel  invasion.  Appropriat'?  statutes  have 
been  enacted  by  Congress,  to  aid  in  the  execution  of 
these  important  governmental  powers. 

The  creation  of  the  Federal  Government,  with  the 
powers  enumerated  in  the  Constitution,  was  the  act 


288  Paj^ers  of  the  Governors. 

of  rht'  [leoi'Io  of  the  United  States,  and  it  is  perfectly 
inimatL-rial  Hint  tlie  people  or  the  several  States  acted 
wpuintely  within  the  territorial  limitH  of  each  State. 
Tlie  form  of  their  action  is  of  no  fousequeuL-e,  in  view 
of  the  Tact  that  they  created  a  Federal  Government,  to 
which  they  surrendered  certain  powers  of  aovereignty, 
and  declared  those  powers,  thus  surrendered,  to  be  sn- 
preme.  without  reseiTing  to  the  States,  or  to  the  people, 
the  right  of  geceseion,  nullification  or  other  resistance. 
It  is,  therefore,  clear  th.it  there  is  no  constitutional 
right  of  secession.  Secosnion  is  only  another  forra  of 
uulliflcation.  Either,  when  attempted  to  be  carried 
out  by  force,  is  rebellion,  and  should  be  trealed  as  such, 
by  IJiose  whose  sworn  duty  it  is  to  maintain  (he  su- 
premacy of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

It  is  certainly  Irne,  that  in  cases  of  gi-eat  extremity, 
when  the  oppression  of  government  has  become  so  in- 
tolerable that  civil  war  is  preferable  to  longer  submis- 
sion, there  remains  the  revolutionary  right  of  reaist- 
ance;  but  where  the  authoiily  of  llic  fjuvcrument  is 
limited  by  a  written  Conslilulion.  and  each  department 
is  held  in  eliofk  by  the  other  departments,  it  will  lardy, 
if  ever,  hapjien  that  the  citinen  may  not  he  fid{'<]nately 
protected,  without  resorting  to  the  sacred  and  inalien- 
able right  to  resist  and  deslioy  a  fiovcrnmcnl  which  has 
been  perverted  to  a  tyranny. 

But.  while  denying  the  right  of  a  State  to  ahsolve  its 
citizens  from  the  allegiance  which  they  owe  to  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  it  is  nevertheless  highly  ])ro]ier  that 
we  should  carefully  and  candidly  examine  the  reasons 
which  are  advanced  t>y  those  who  have  evinced  a  de- 
termination to  destroy  the  Union  of  these  American 
States,  and  if  it  shall  appear  Ihat  any  of  the  causes  of 
complaint  are  well  founded,  they  should  be  unhesi- 
tatingly removed,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  reparation 
made  for  the  past,  and  security  given  for  Ihe  future; 
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for  it  is  not  to  be  tolerated,  that  a  goTemment  created 
by  the  people,  and  maintained  for  ttieir  benefit,  should 
do  injastice  to  any  portion  of  its  citizens. 

After  asaertiug  her  right  to  withdraw  from  the 
Union,  Sooth  Carolina,  through  her  convention,  among 
other  reaBone,  declares  that  she  is  justified  in  exercis- 
ing, at  this  time,  that  right,  because  several  of  the 
States  have  for  yeaia  not  only  refused  to  fulfill  their 
constitutional  obligations,  but  have  enacted  laws 
either  nullifying  the  Constitution,  or  rendering  useless 
the  acts  of  Congress  relative  to  the  surrender  of  fugi- 
tive alaves — that  they  have  permitted  the  open  estab- 
lishment of  societies,  to  disturb  the  peace  of  other 
Btates;  that  the  people  of  the  nou-slareholding  States 
have  aided  in  the  escape  of  slaves  from  their  masters, 
and  have  incited  to  servile  insurrection  those  that  re- 
main— and  have  announced  their  determination  to  ex- 
clude the  South  from  the  common  territory  of  the 
Union.  As  the  Representatives  of  tlie  people  of  Penn- 
eylvania,  it  becomes  your  solemn  duty  to  examine  these 
serious  charges,  made  by  the  authority  of  a  sovereign 
State. 

Pennsylvania  is  included  in  the  list  of  States  that  are 
charged  with  having  refused  compliance  with  that 
mandate  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  declares  "that  no  person  held  to  service  or  labor 
in  one  State,  under  the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  an- 
other, shall,  in  consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation 
therein,  be  discharged  from  such  service  or  labor,  but 
shall  be  delivered  up,  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom 
such  service  or  labor  may  be  due." 

So  far  from  admitting  the  truth  of  this  charge,  I  un- 
hesitatingly aver,  that,  upon  a  careful  examination,  it 
will  be  found  that  the  legislative  and  judicial  action  of 
Pennsylvania,  whether  as  a  colony,  as  a  member  of  the 
old  confederation,  or  under  the  existing  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  has  been  almost  invariably  influ- 
19— Vol.  VIII— «h  Ser. 
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fiii'cd  bj  u  proper  appreciation  of  her  own  obligatioDS, 
and  by  a  higii  regard  for  the  rights,  the  feelings  and  Ihe 
interests  of  her  sister  States. 

As  early  aa  J705,  the  provincial  authorities  of  Penn- 
sylvania, after  reciting  in  the  preamble,  that  "the  im- 
portation of  ludiaa  slaves  from  Carolina,  or  other 
places,  hath  been  observed  to  give  the  Indians  of  this 
province  some  nmbrage  for  suepicion  and  dissutisfac- 
tioQ."  paeeed  an  act  against  the  importation  of  Indian 
slaves  from  any  other  province,  or  colony,  in  America, 
but  at  the  same  time  declared,  "that  no  such  Indian 
slave,  as  deserting  his  master's  service  elsewhere,  shall 
fly  into  this  province,  shall  be  understood  or  conslroed 
to  be  comprehended  within  this  act,"  And  when,  in 
1780.  more  than  eight  years  before  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  went  into  operation,  Pennsylvania 
passed  her  law  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery, 
mindful  of  the  rights  of  her  confederates,  she  declared 
that  "this  act,  op  anything  in  it  contained,  shall  not 
give  any  reliefer  ulielter  to  any  absconding  or  rniiaway 
negro  or  mulatto  slave,  or  servant,  who  has  absented 
himself,  or  shall  absent  himself,  from  his  or  her  owner, 
master  or  mistress,  residing  in  any  other  State  or 
country,  but  such  owner,  master  or  mistress,  shall  have 
like  right  and  aid  to  di  inand.  claim  and  take  awa.v  his 
slave,  or  servant,  as  he  might  have  had  in  case  this  act 
had  not  been  made."  A  provision  much  more  unetjuiv- 
ooal  in  its  phraseology,  and  direct  in  its  commands, 
than  those  found,  on  the  same  subject,  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Union.  The  act.  by  its  terms,  was  made 
inapplicable  to  domestic  slaves  attending  upon  dele- 
gates in  Congress  from  the  other  American  States,  and 
those  held  by  persons  while  passing  through  this  State, 
or  sojourning  therein  for  a  period  not  longer  than  six 
months. 

In  1788  if  was  made  a  high  penal  offence  for  any  per- 
son, by  force,  violence  or  fraud,  to  take  out  of  this 
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State,  any  negro  or  mulatto,  with  the  intention  of  keep- 
ing or  Belling  the  said  negro  or  mulatto  as  a  slave,  for 
a  term  of  years.  Sood  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania  decided  that  it  did 
not  apply  to  the  forcible  removal  of  a  slave,  by  the 
owner  or  his  agent,  but  that  its  object  was  to  punish 
the  forcible  or  fraudulent  abduction  from  the  State  of 
free  negroes,  with  Ihe  intention  of  keeping  or  selling 
them  as  slaves.  Thus,  at  that  early  day,  giving  judi- 
cial sanction  to  the  doctrine,  that  a  master  had  the 
right  to  take  his  slaves  wherever  he  could  find  them. 

The  first  act  of  Congress  providing  for  the  rendition 
of  fugitives  from  justice  or  labor,  was  passed  in  1793, 
and  originated  from  the  refusal  of  the  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia to  surrender  and  deliver  up,  on  the  requisition  of 
the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  three  persons  who  had 
been  indicted  in  Pennsylvania  for  kidnapping  a  negro, 
and  carrying  hira  into  Virginia.  And  when  it  was 
found  that  this  Congressional  statute  did  not  afford  a 
simple,  speedy  and  eflicient  remedy  for  the  recovery  of 
fugitives  from  labor,  the  Legislature  of  PennsylvaDia, 
at  the  request  of  the  adjoining  State  of  Maryland,  in 
1826,  pass£d  her  act  "to  give  effect  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  relative  to  fugi- 
tives from  labor,  for  the  protection  of  free  people  of 
color,  and  to  prevent  kidnapping."  This  excellent  and 
well  considered  law  met  nil  the  existing  emergencies. 
It  required  the  judges,  justices  of  the  peace  and  alder- 
men, of  the  State,  'ipun  the  oatli  of  the  claimant,  to  is- 
sue their  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  any  fugitive  from 
labor  escaping  into  this  State;  directing,  however,  that 
such  warrants  should  be  made  returnable,  by  whomso- 
ever issued,  before  a  judge  of  the  proper  county.  It  re- 
quired sheritTs  and  constables  to  execute  such  war- 
rants. It  authorized  the  commitment  of  the  fugitive 
to  the  county  jail,  and  otherwise  made  provisions  to  se- 
cure its  effective  execution,  and  at  the  same  time  to  pre- 
vent its  abuse. 
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!i8  law  continued  quietly  in  opepation  until  thu  de- 
II  of  tbf  Huiireme  Coort  of  the  Uniicd  States,  made 
•i'Z,  in  tlie  i-fise  of  Prigg  vs.  The  <'oninionwealHi  of 
isjlvaDia.  Tlie  liiatory  of  this  case  may  be  briefly 
•d:  Edward  Prigg  was  iadicted  in  the  court  of 
and  terminer  of  York  county,  f(ir  kidnapping  a 
■ed  person,  named  Margaret  Morgan.  Upon  the 
it  appeared  that  Bhe  was  held  as  a  slave  in  tlie 
2  of  Maryland,  and  that  she  escaped  into  the  State 
musylvania  in  the  year  1832 — that  in  1837,  Edward 
g  waa  appointed,  by  the  owner  of  the  slave,  to  seize 
aiifst  her  as  a  fugitive  from  labor.  In  pursuance 
lis  authority,  and  under  a  warrant  issued  by  a  jus- 
of  the  peace,  Prlgg  caused  the  negro  woman  to  be 
3ted,  and  without  having  obtaini'd  noy  wnnant  of 
ival,  be  delivered  ber  to  her  owner  in  the  State  of 
liand.  These  facts  were  found  by  a  special  ver- 
and  by  the  agt'eement  of  counsel,  a  judgment  was 
red  against  Prigg.  From  this  judgment  a  writ  of 
:  was  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State, 
■e  a  pro  forma  judgment  of  afilrniance  was  again, 
jreement,  entered,  and  the  case  removed  to  the  Su- 
le  Court  of  the  Uirited  States. 
will  be  observed  that  the  ([uestion.  whether  Ed- 
I  Prigg  was  really  suilty  of  the  crime  of  kidnap- 
,  under  the  Pennsylvania  statute  of  18211.  was  never 
iilly  passed  upon,  either  by  the  court  or  jury,  in  the 
ty  of  York,  or  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State. 
jury  merely  found  the  facts,  aud  the  action  of  both 
ts  was  but  a  matter  of  form, 
the  argument  and  determination  of  Ihe  case,  in 
■Supreme  Court  of  the  TInited  States,  it  appears  to 
been  taken  for  granted,  that  our  act  of  182(1  made 
-riminal  olTcnce  for  a  master  to  taUe  bis  slave  out 
is  State,  without  a  warrant  of  removal:  and.  upon 
construction,  the  act  was  declared  nnconstitu- 
il  and  void.     This.  I  submit,  was  a  clear  misappre- 
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lieoBion  of  the  purport  and  menuiDg  of  our  legislation. 
The  firat  sectioo  of  the  act  of  1826,  under  which  the  in- 
dictment  agaiast  Prigg  was  framed,  was  almost  liter- 
ally copied  from  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  1788, 
to  which  a  construction  had  already  been  given  by  the 
highest  judicial  tribunal  of  the  State  of  PeaDsylyania, 
where  it  was  held  to  have  do  application  whatever  to 
the  removal  of  a  slave  by  the  master  or  bis  agent,  with 
or  without  a  warrant.  8uch  was  the  undoubted  law  of 
the  State  under  the  statute  of  1788,  and  in  re-enacting 
that  statute,  in  the  act  of  1826,  with  an  increased  pen- 
alty, it  is  manifest  that  the  inlention  and  object  of  the 
Legislature  was  to  protect  free  persons  of  color,  and  to 
punish  those  who,  by  fraud,  force  or  violence,  were 
guilty  of  kidnapping,  and  holding  or  selling  free  men 
as  slaves.  This  the  State  had  a  clear  right  to  do;  and 
nothing  but  a  misconstruction  of  her  act,  could  have 
induced  the  declaration  that  it  was  for4iidden  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  is  perfectly 
clear,  that  Edward  I'rigg  had  committed  no  crime  in 
removing  Margaret  Morgan  from  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania to  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  delivering  her  up 
to  ber  owner;  and  it  is  equally  clear,  that  no  attempt 
was  made,  by  the  statute  of  Pennsylvania,  to  declare 
bis  act  a  crime.  He  should  have  been  discharged,  not 
because  the  act  of  the  State  was  unconstitutional,  but 
because  he  had  not  transgressed  its  commands. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  not  only 
pronounced  the  particular  section  of  the  act  of  1826, 
then  before  them,  unconstitutional,  but  a  majority  of 
the  court  held  that  the  whole  act  was  void,  because  the 
power  to  provide  for  the  rendition  of  fugitives  from 
labor,  was  vested  exclusively  in  Congress,  and  the  sev- 
eral States  were,  therefore,  incompetent  to  pass  stautes 
either  in  aid  of,  or  to  hinder,  delay  or  prevent,  the  de- 
livery of  such  fugitives.  That  this  was  the  extent  of 
the  decision,  as  delivered  by  Judge  Story,  not  only  ap- 
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pears  from  the  opinions  of  the  majority,  but  also  from 
the  (lisseutiug  opinioiie  delivered  by  the  minority  of  the 
eourt.  By  this  unfortunate  decision,  it  was  authori- 
tatively proelaimed  tluit  Pennsylvania,  in  enacting  her 
liberal  statute  of  181!6,  making  it  the  duty  of  her  own 
oUk'tTB  to  aid  in  arresting  and  delivering  ujj  fugitives 
from  labor,  had  mistaken  her  constitutional  obligation, 
and  that  her  act  was  in  violation  of,  rather  than  obedi- 
ence to,  the  Conatitiilion  of  the  United  States.  Under 
such  cireumstantes,  it  was  the  manifest  duty  of  the 
State  to  repeal  her  law  thus  declared  unconstitutional. 
This  was  done  by  the  act  of  1847;  and  if  that  act  had 
contained  nothing  more  than  a  repeal  of  the  law  of 
1826,  and  the  re-enactment  of  the  law  against  kidnap- 
ping,  it  could  not  have  been  subject  to  any  just  com- 
plaint. But  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  1847,  pro- 
hibits, under  heavy  penalties,  our  judges  and  magis- 
trates from  acting  nnder  an  act  of  Congress,  or  other- 
wise taking  jnrlsdiction  of  the  case  of  a  fugitive  from 
labor;  and  llie  fourth  section  punishes  with  fine,  and 
imprisonment,  the  tumultuous  and  riotous  arrest  of  a 
fugitive  slave,  by  any  person  or  pei'sons,  nnder  any 
pretence  of  authority  whatever,  so  as  to  create  a  breach 
of  the  public  peace.  The  sixth  section,  denying  the  use 
of  the  county  jails  for  the  detention  of  fugitive  slaves, 
was  repealed  in  18u2,  and  need  only  be  referred  to  as 
showing  the  general  spirit  of  the  act.  The  seventh 
section  repealed  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1870,  which 
authorised  persons  passing  through  onr  State  to  take 
their  slaves  with  them,  and  gave  to  sojourners  the  right 
to  bring  their  slaves  into  the  State,  and  retain  them 
here  for  any  period  not  exceeding  six  months. 

The  provisions  of  the  third  and  fourth  sections  of  the 
act  of  1847,  seem  to  have  been  predicated  upon  the 
language  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  Piigg's  case.  It  is 
there  admitted  that  the  several  States  may  prohibit 
their  own  magistrates,  and  other  officers,  from  exer- 
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cising  an  authority  cooferred  by  an  act  of  Congress; 
and  that  while  au  owner  of  a  slave,  under  and  in  virtue 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  is  clothed  with 
power,  in  every  State  of  the  Union,  to  seize  and  recap- 
ture his  Hlave,  he  must,  nevertheless,  do  so  without  us- 
ing any  illegal  violence,  or  committiDg  a  breach  of  the 
peace.  It  is  evident  that  the  framer  of  the  act  of  1847, 
had  cloeely  studied  the  case  of  I'ligg  ve.  The  Com- 
monwealth of  J*ennsylvauia,  and  had  kept  his  law 
strictly  within  ite*  letter.  In  many  respects,  the  act  is 
a  codification  of  the  principles  enunciated  by  the  court; 
and  more  fault  may  justly  be  found  with  its  temper 
than  its  want  of  constitutionality. 

If  fugitive  slaves  were  still  claimed  under  the  act  of 
Congress  of  lTi);i,  the  denial  to  the  master  of  the  aid 
of  State  judges  and  magistrates,  miglit  be  a  source  of 
great  inconvenience  to  him;  but  the  complete  and  per- 
fect remedy  now  provided  by  the  act  of  Congress  of 
1851),  renders  him  entirely  independent  of  State  officers. 
And  the  punishment  of  arrests  without  warrant,  by  a 
master  in  the  exercise  of  tiis  constitutional  right  of 
recaption,  but  made  in  a  violent,  tumultuous  and  un- 
reasonable manner,  amouuting  to  a  breach  of  the 
peace,  is  but  recognizing,  by  statute,  what  was  before 
the  common  law.  These  sectiona  were  re-enacted  in 
the  revised  penal  code  of  Pennsylvania,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature,  and  are  still  the  law  of  the 
State;  but  they  are  not  now  of  any  practical  import- 
ance, and  as  their  retention  on  our  statute  book  is  cal- 
culated to  create  the  impression  that  the  people  of  this 
State  are  unfavorable  to  the  execution  of  the  fugitive 
slave  law,  and  the  discharge  of  their  confederate  duties, 
and  with  the  view  of  removing  this  subject  of  reproach, 
1  earnestly  recommend  tlieir  unconditional  repeal. 

While  a  majority  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  in  Ihe  I'rigg  case,  licld.  that  a 
State  had  no  constitutional  right  to  provide  by  legisla- 
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r  delivering  up  fugitives  from  labor,  a  minority 
leu  of  the  opinion  that  State  laws,  consistent 
nd  in  aid  of,  tlie  conMtitutional  injunction,  were 
nd  proper.  And  this  minority  opinion  is  now 
gment  of  the  present  court,  as  recently  indicated 
ie  which  arose  in  the  State  of  Illinois.  There  is, 
rp,  nothing  to  prevent  the  revival  of  the  act  of 
nd  its  restoration  to  (he  place  in  our  code  to 
by  its  merits,  it  is  so  justly  entitled.  This  would 
D  the  option  of  the  claimant,  whether  he  would 
s  remedy  under  State  or  National  laws.  He  had 
;ht  before  the  repeal  of  our  act  of  1826,  and,  in 
lion,  no  good  reason  can  lie  assigned  for  refusing 
^  him  again  in  the  »ame  position. 
uld  also  reL-omniend  that  the  consent  of  the 
e  given,  that  the  master,  while  sojourning  in  our 
:or  a  limited  i)eriod.  or  passing  through  it,  may 
}mpanied  by  bia  slave,  without  losing  his  right 
service.  While  such  legislation  is  due  to  the 
which  fthould  ever  exist  between  the  different 
of  this  Union,  it  would  undoubtedly  le»d  greatly 
ore  that  peace  and  harmony,  which  are  now  so 
ly  imperiled.  By  it  Pennsylvaniji  would  con- 
a  principle — we  would  simply  he  falling  back 
111'  ancient  policy,  adopted  at  a  time  when  our 
were  themselves  struggling  for  their  rights,  and 
leparted  from,  until,  by  a  mis(<in(ej)tion  of  its 
.g,  one  of  our  most  imjiortant  slatuli's  was  de- 
uD constitutional.  From  1780,  to  1S47,  a  period 
'-seven  years,  Pennsylvania,  herself  a  free  State, 
led  the  citizens  of  other  States  to  sojourn  within 
its,  with  their  slaves,  for  any  period  not  exceed- 
months,  and  to  jtass  through  the  State,  in  travel- 
m  one  State  to  another,  free  from  all  molesta- 
Waa  she  injured,  or  was  the  cause  of  human  free- 
tarded,  by  the  friendly  grant  of  this  privilege? 
lestion  cannot  be  truthfully  answered  in  the  af- 
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flnnatiTe;  but  it  may  be  safely  averred,  that  by  chang- 
ing OOF  policy,  in  this  respect,  we  have  in  some  degree, 
at  least,  alienated  from  ua  the  feelings  of  fraternal 
kindness,  which  bound  together,  so  closely,  the  siBtet- 
hood  of  States.  Let  us,  then,  renew  this  pledge  of 
amity  and  friendship,  and  once  more  extend  a  kindly 
welcome  to  the  citizens  of  our  common  country, 
whether  visiting  as  on  business  or  pleasure,  notwith- 
standing they  may  be  accompanied  by  those  who, 
under  the  Constitution  and  the  laws,  are  held  to  ser- 
vice and  labor. 

The  Territories  of  the  United  States  belong  to  the 
General  Government,  and  in  those  territories  the 
people  of  the  several  States  unquestionably  have  equal 
rights.  They  were  acquired  by  meats  of  the  common 
expenditure  of  blood  and  treasure.  By  tbe  Federal 
Constitution  power  is  given  to  Congress  "to  dispose  of 
and  make  ail  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting 
tbe  tenltopy  and  other  property  belonging  to  the 
United  States."  Whether  under  this,  or  any  other 
power  conferred  by  the  Constitution,  Congress  can  pro- 
hibit or  protect  slavery  in  the  territories,  has  been  seri- 
ously questioned.  But,  if  the  power  to  legislate  upon 
this  delicate  and  imjjortant  subject  were  clearly  vested 
in  Congress,  in  my  judgment  it  ought  not  to  be  exer- 
cised. To  declare  that  slavery  shall  not  exist  in  the 
Territories,  is  calculated  to  exclude  from  their  occu- 
pancy the  .citizens  of  tbe  southern  or  slaveholdlng 
States;  while,  to  make  it  a  legal  institution  in  all  tbe 
territories  of  the  United  States,  by  Congressional  en- 
actment, and  to  provide  for  its  continuance  during 
their  entire  Territorial  existence,  would  be  equally  in- 
jurious to  the  people  of  the  free  States.  The  principle 
adopted  in  the  Compioniise  measures  of  1850,  for  dis- 
posing of  tbe  question  of  slavery  in  New  Mexico  and 
Utah,  and  reiterated  in  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  bills 
of  1834,  of  non-intervention  by  Congress  with  slavery 


in  tbt;  States  and  in  the  Territoriea,  is  the  true  rule.  It 
is  the  duty  of  Congrtea,  when  a  sullicient  number  of 
hardy  and  adventurous  pioneers  find  their  way  into  our 
diatauE  Territorifs,  to  furnlKb  lliem  a  shield  of  protec- 
tion atid  a  form  of  govemineut;  but  to  the  people  them- 
selves belongs  the  right  to  regulate  their  own  domestic 
institutions  in  their  own  way,  subjeet  only  to  the  Cou- 
stitution  of  the  United  States, 

While  these  views  have  been  long  i^nfertaiued  by 
me,  and  while  I  am  sincerely  of  the  opinion  that  their 
general  ado])tion,  and  faithful  enforcement,  would 
have  preserved,  and  may  yet  restore,  peace  and  harm- 
ony to  all  sections  of  our  country,  I  am  nevertheless 
not  80  wedded  to  them  as  to  reject,  unceremoniously, 
all  other  propositions  for  the  settlement  of  the  vexed 
questions  which  now  threaten  lo  sunder  the  bunds 
which  for  three^quarters  of  a  century  have  made  us  one 
people.  Forty  years  ago,  our  fathers  settled  an  angry 
controversy  growing  out  of  a  similar  qneation,  by  di- 
viding: the  Territoriee  purchased  from  France,  and  pro- 
viding that  slavery,  or  involuntary  servitude,  should 
not  exist  north  of  a  certain  line;  and  the  whole  country 
acquiesced  in  that  compromise.  In  1854,  that  restric- 
tion upon  slavery  was  removed,  and  the  people  of  all 
the  Territories  were  left  free  to  decide  the  question  for 
themselves.  Now  the  sectional  issue  is  again  present- 
ed, by  the  dominant  party  in  the  north,  claiming  that 
slavery  cannot  legally  go  into  the  Territories,  even  if 
sanctioned  by  Congress,  or  the  Territorial  Legislature; 
and  that  it  is  the  right  and  the  duty  of  Congress  to  pro- 
hibit its  existence.  While  the  doclriue  which  obtains 
with  a  majority  of  the  people  in  most  of  the  southern 
States,  is,  that  under  the  Constitution.  Ihi'  Territoriea 
are  all  open  to  slavery;  that  neither  Congress  nor  the 
Territorial  Tjegislature  can  lawfully  prohibit  its  ex- 
istence, and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  provide 
for  it  all  needful  protection.     May  we  not  wisely  fol- 
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low  the  example  of  our  fathers,  by  re-eoactiog  the  old 
compromlBC  line  of  1820,  and  extending  it  to  the  bound- 
ary (rt  California?  Not  by  the  meana  of  legislation  of 
doubtful  constitutionality,  but  by  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  itself,  and  thus  permanently  fix  the  con- 
dition of  the  Territories,  so  that  those  who  desire  to  oc- 
cupy them,  may  find  a  home,  at  their  discretion,  either 
where  slavery  is  tolerated,  or  where  it  is  prohibited. 
If  the  adoption  of  such  an  amendment  would  peace- 
fully settle  the  difficulties  which  now  surruund  ns,  I  am 
satisfied  that  it  would  be  sanctioned  by  the  people  of 
PeDDsylvania.  At  all  events,  they  should  have  an  op- 
portunity to  accept  or  reject  it,  if  made  as  a  peace  offer- 
ing. I  would,  therefore,  recommend  the  General  As- 
sembly to  instruct  and  request  our  Senators  and  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress,  to  support  a  proposition  for 
such  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  to  be  eum- 
.  mitted  for  ratification  or  rejection,  to  a  convention  of 
delegates,  elected  directly  by  the  people  of  the  State. 

In  the  event  of  the  failure  of  Congress  speedily  to 
propose  this,  or  a  similar  amendment,  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity, by  the  application  of  some  peaceable  remedy, 
to  prevent  the  dismemberment  of  this  Union.  This  can 
only  be  done  by  calling  a  convention  of  delegates,  to  be 
elected  by  the  people,  with  a  view  solely  to  the  con- 
sideration of  what  measures  should  be  taken  to  meet 
the  present  fearful  exigencies.  If  Congress  should  pro- 
pose no  remedy,  let  it  emanate  from  the  source  of  all 
authority,  the  people  themselves. 

Every  attempt,  upon  the  part  of  individuals,  or  of  or- 
ganized societies,  to  lead  the  people  away  from  their 
allegiance  to  the  government,  to  induce  them  to  violate 
any  of  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  or  to  incite 
insurrections  in  any  of  the  States  of  this  Union,  ought 
to  be  prohibited  by  law,  as  crimes  of  a  treasonable 
nature.     It  is  of  the  first  importance  to  the  perpetuity 
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of  this  greal  Union,  that  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and 
the  action  of  their  constituted  authorities,  should  be  in 
unison,  in  giving  a  faithful  sniiport  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  The  people  of  Ppunsylvania  are 
devoted  to  the  Union,  They  will  follow  its  stars  and 
its  stripes  through  every  iieril.  But,  before  assuming 
the  high  responsibilities  now  dimly  foreshadowed,  it 
is  their  solemn  duty  to  remove  every  juat  cause  of  com- 
plaint against  themselves,  so  that  they  may  stand  be- 
fore High  Heaven,  and  the  civilized  world,  without  fear 
and  without  reproach,  ready  to  devote  their  lives  and 
their  fortunes  to  the  support  of  the  best  form  of  gov- 
ernment that  has  ever  been  devised  by  the  wisdom  of 
man. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  State,  I  shall  eoon  resign  the  offtce  of  Chief  Exe- 
cutive of  Pennsylvania,  with  which  the  people  have  en- 
trusted me.  to  him  whom  they  have  chosen  as  my  sue-  _ 
cessor.  I  shall  carry  with  me  into  the  walks  of  private 
life,  the  consciousness  of  having  honestly  discharged 
the  duties  that  have  devolved  on  me  during  tlic  term  of 
my  oftice,  to  the  best  of  my  ability;  and  shall  ever  cher- 
ish the  warmest  atTection  for,  and  the  deepest  interest 
in,  the  future  welfare  of  our  beloved  Commonwealth 
and  our  glorious  Kepubiic.  The  shadow  of  a  dark 
cloud  does  indeed  rest  upon  us;  but  my  lioiJes  and  my 
affections  still  cling  to  our  I'nion,  and  my  prayer  shall 
he  that  He  who  orders  the  destinies  of  nations,  when 
He  shall  have  chastened  us  for  our  sins,  and  humbled 
us  before  Him,  will  restore  us  again  in  mercy,  and  bind 
us  together  in  stronger  and  more  liallowrd  bonds  of 
fraternity,  to  remain  unbroken  (hrough  all  future  lime. 
WM.  F.  PACKER. 
Executive  Department, 

Hurrisburg,  January  2,  18fil. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Relative  to  the 
Register  of  Wills  and  Clerk  of  the  Orphans'  Court 
of  Dauphin  County." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  3,  1861. 
GeDtlemea: — 

IMMEDIATELY   PRECEDING  THE   PINAL   AU- 
joarnmeDt  ot  the  last  General  Asaembly,  a  bill 
was  presented  for  my  approval,  entitled  ''An  Act 
relative  to  tbe  register  of  wills  and  clerk  of  tbe  or- 
phans' court  of  Dauphin  county." 

The  bill  provides,  "That  from  and  after  tbe  Htst 
day  of  December,  1860,  the  regiater  of  wills,  of  tbe 
county  of  Dauphin,  shall  also  be  the  clerk  of  the  or- 
phans' court  of  said  county,  and  shall  perform  the 
duties  of  said  oflHce  and  receive  the  fees  as  now  pre- 
scribed by  law."  The  term  of  the  present  rcgiHtt^r  of 
wills  does  not  expire  until  the  first  day  of  December, 
1861,  and  the  bill  proposes  to  appoint  him,  by  'egis- 
lative  enactment,  clerk  of  the  orphans'  court  from  De- 
cember 1,  1860,  fo  December,  1861.  This  clearly  can- 
DOt  be  done.  The  Constitution  of  the  State  interdicts 
sach  an  exercise  of  legislative  power.  No  man  can 
legally  fill  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  orphan's  court, 
unless  he  shall  have  been  elected  as  sucb  by  the  people, 
and  commissioned  by  the  Governor,  or  appointed  by 
the  Governor  to  fill  a  vacancy.  The  Legislature  may 
provide  that  one  person  shall  be  elected  as  register 
of  wills  and  clerk  of  tbe  orphans'  court;  but  it  can- 
not take  from  the  people  and  the  Governor  the  power 
of  appointment,  and  declare  that  a  regiater  of  wills, 
elected  and  commissioned  as  such  only,  shall  also  be 
the  clerk  of  the  orphans'  court.  I  have  heretofore 
stated,  at  some  length,  the  constitutional  objectioni^ 
to  legislation  of  this  character,  in  returning  to  1  hfl  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  without  the  Executive  approval,  bills 


liar  to  the  one  now  under  consideratiOD.  Tbe  at- 
:ion  of  the  Legislature  is  respectfully  refcnod  n 
mimieations  from  the  Executive,  retufninf;  8imil.li' 
s,  to  be  fouud  on  page  949  of  the  Journal  of  tlip 
ise  of  Representatives  of  1858,  and  page  C40  of  the  ] 
inal  of  the  Senate  of  1859. 

he  legislation  proposed  by  this  bill  being,  in  ray 
^uiont,  forbidden  by  the  Constitution  of  Penuayl- 
ia,  1  am  compelled  to  withhold  from  it  the  Es'iu- 
approval.  It  is  aecoi-dingly  herewith  returned  to 
House  of  Representatives,  where  it  originated,  for 
oneideration. 

UM.  F.  PACKER. 


the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Relating  to  the 
Sheriff  of  Lancaster  County." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Hari'isburg,  January  ;;,  1801, 
entlenien: — 

riTHIX  TEN  DAYS  OF  THE  FINAL  ADJOURN- 

I       meiit   of   the   last   fieneral   Assembly,   a   liill 

was  presented  for  my  approval,  entitled  "'An 

relative  to  the  shcritt'  of  Lancaster  county." 
he  bill  provides,  "That  hereafter  the  term  of  offl*e 
:he  sheriff  of  Lancaster  county  shall  commence  on 

third  Monday  of  November  next  succeeding  his 
•tion,"  and  repeals  all  laws  inconsistent  therewith. 
)n  a  careful  consideration  of  the  bill,  I  am  of  opinii'U 
t  it  is  in  conflict  with  the  first  section  of  the  si.Mh 
icle  of  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  which  de- 
'es  that  "sheriffs  and  coroners  shall,  at  the  times 
[  places  of  election  of  Representatives,  be  chos(;u 
the  citizens  of  each  county.    One  person  shall  lie 
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choseo  for  each  office,  who  shall  be  commissiniied  b.v 
the  Governor.  They  shall  hold  their  offices  fur  (hr'!(: 
years,  if  they  shall  so  long  behave  themselvfj  well, 
aod  until  a  successor  be  duly  qualified." 

A  person  legally  chosen  and  commissioned  as  sheriff 
has  a  constitutional  right  to  his  office  for  three  yejirs, 
and  until  his  successor  is  duly  qualified,  if  he  shall 
BO  long  behave  himself  well.  His  term  of  office,  except 
when  appointed  to  fill  a  vacancy,  cannot  be  for  a  less 
period  than  three  years,  but  it  may  be  increased  in 
duration,  if  his  successor  shall  not,  at  the  proper  time, 
be  duly  qualified.  To  constitute  due  qualiflcation, 
there  must  be — 1st.  .\.n  election  by  the  people  or  an 
appointment  by  the  Oovernor;  2d.  Bonds  and  recog- 
nizances must  be  given  and  duly  approved;  and  3d.  A 
commission  must  be  issued  by  the  Governor,  and  duly 
recorded  by  the  recorder  of  the  proper  county.  Until 
these  requirements  are  all  complied  with,  the  incom- 
ing officer  is  not  duly  qualified,  and  consequently  the 
sheriff  in  commission  is,  by  the  Constitution,  entitled 
to  the  office. 

The  bil!  under  consideration  proposes  that  the  one 
term  shall  expire,  and  the  other  commence  on  a  day 
certain,  whether  the  newly  elected  officer  be  duly 
qualified  or  otherwise.  This  clearly  cannot  be  done. 
Until  a  sQceessor  be  duly  qualified,  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Legislature,  by  an  enactment,  to  limit 
the  tetni  of  office  of  the  sheriff  in  commission.  The 
statute  now  in  force  throughout  the  Commonwealth 
meets  the  case,  not  by  fixing  a  particular  day  for  the 
commencement  of  the  term  of  office  of  a  sheriff,  but 
by  providing  that  no  one  elected  or  apponited  to  the 
office  of  sheriff  shall  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  of- 
fice until  after  his  commission  shall  have  been  duly 
granted  and  left  with  the  recorder  of  the  county  for 
recording.  This  is.  in  my  opinion,  a  wise  and  proper 
provieioD,  and  ought  not  to  be  marred  by  special  en- 
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actments,  for  particular  conutiee,  even  if  such  eaact- 
meots  were  free  from  ronstituliona!  objections. 

Tlie  sheriffs  of  tiie  several  coiiatiea  are  commiasioQ- 
ed  for  tbe  terui  of  thi-ee  years  from  the  second  Tuesdaj 
of  October,  the  day  on  whidi  tboy  are  elected.  If  Ihe 
objeetious  to  this  bill,  already  urged,  were  not,  to 
my  mind,  conclusive,  it  might  not  be  amiss  to  inquire 
into  the  constitutiooal  power  of  the  Legislature  to 
prevent,  even  for  a  limited  period,  a  person  rhoeen  by 
tbe  people,  in  accordance  willi  the  Constitution  and 
laws,  and  duly  qualified,  from  entering  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  hie  oflice.  ami  thus  extend  tbe 
term  of  his  predecessor.  If  tbe  time  at  which  the 
incoming  sheriff  shall  enter  upon  his  official  duties 
can  be  postponed  by  an  act  of  Assembly  for  six  weeks 
after  he  is  duly  qualifled.  what  is  to  prevent  its  post- 
ponement for  a  mucb  longer  period?  And  then  what 
is  to  prevent  the  repeal  of  such  a  statute;  thus  render- 
ing the  term  of  the  sheriff's  office  the  subject  of  a  Leg- 
islative scramble?  This  surely  was  not  contemplated 
by  the  framers  of  the  Constitutions. 

With  these,  my  objections  to  the  passage  of  this  bill, 
it  is  herewith  returned,  without  my  approval,  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  where  it  originated,  for 
re-consideration. 

\VM.  F.   PACKER. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Authorizing  the 
Opening  of  Drum  Street  from  Buttonwood  Street 
to  Noble  Street,  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia." 


Execative  Chamber, 
Harrisbarg,  January  3,  1861. 
Gentlemen: — 

ON  THE  DAY  PRECEDING  THE  FINAL  AD- 
joamment  of  the  last  General  Assembly,  a  bill 
was  presented  for  my  approval,  entitled  "An 
Act  antborizing  the  opening  of  Drum  street  from  But- 
tonwood street  to  Noble  street,  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia." 

The  bill  authorizes  and  directs  the  city  councils  to 
open  Drum  street,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  from  its 
present  terminus  to  Noble  street,  directs  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions  of  the  city  to  appoint  a  view  to  assess 
the  damages,  and  reqnires  the  city  to  make  an  appro- 
priation to  pay  the  damages  when  ascertained. 

Adequate  provision  having  already  been  made  by 
law  for  opening  streets  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
through  the  action  of  its  own  local  titbunals,  I  am 
clearly  of  opinion  that  it  would  he  unwise  and  inex- 
pedient to  provide  by  special  acts  of  Assembly  for 
particular  cases.  Whether  Drum  street  should  or 
should  not  he  opened  to  Noble  street,  can  surely  be 
better  determined  by  the  proper  authorities  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  than  by  the  members  of  the  Leg- 
islature and  the  Governor.  In  this  and  similar  cases, 
the  fair  presumption  Is,  that  if  the  application  be  a 
meritorious  one,  it  will  be  readily  granted  by  the 
proper  local  tribunal  having  jurisdiction  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  if  refused  there,  it  should  meet  with  no  favor 
elsewhere. 

If  the  proposed  street  is  already  laid  out  on  any  of 
the  public  plana  of  the  city,  it  may  be  opened  by  ordrr 
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of  the  tity  couDt^'ils.  If  it  has  not  been  herctoforp 
IiUd  (int  as  a  public  street,  it  clearly  should  not  be 
opened  iiniil  proper  proceedings  have  been  had  in  the 
eoiirl  of  quarter  sessions  for  laying  it  out  and  di'Ui- 
rating  it  to  public  use.  The  interference  of  the  Lt-g- 
islature  in  reference  to  particular  streetB,  can  only 
be  jUBtifled  in  cases  where  no  other  power  is  itim- 
petent  to  do  that  which  should  manifestly  he  done; 
and  as  no  such  necessity  exists  in  this  case,  I  have 
deemed  it  my  duty  to  return  it,  without  the  Exenitive 
approval,  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  wheie  it 
originated,  fur  re-consideration. 
L  WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to   Extend  the 
Charter  of  the  Columbia  Bank." 


Executive  Chanibei', 
Harrisburg,  January  3,  1H61. 
Gentlemen: — 

ON  THE  31ST  DAY  OF  MAKCH  LAST,  A  iULL 
was   presented   for   my  approval,  entitled   -An 
Act    to   extend    the   charier    of    the    Columbia 
Bank." 

The  bill  provides,  "that  the  corporate  duration  of 
the  Columbia  Hank,  be  and  the  same  is  hei'eby  ex- 
tended and  continued,  for  and  during  the  period  of 
fifteen  years,  from  and  after  the  time  limiled  [or  the 
expiration  of  the  present  charter  of  the  bank." 

The  existing  charter  of  the  Columbia  P-nnk  will  not 
expire  until  the  first  Wednesday  of  May,  1^64, — there 
can,  therefore,  be  no  necessity  for  legislative  siclion 
on  the  subject  at  this  time,  nut  my  principal  ibjec- 
tion  to  this  bill  is,  that  it  does  not  conform  to  the  gen- 
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era!  law  of  the  State  on  the  subject  of  bankiog.  Ou 
the  3l8t  da;  of  March  laat,  aa  act  was  piiaeed  hj  tiie 
General  AeHemblj,  establishing  a  general  system  of 
banking,  changing,  very  materially,  and  in  my  opmioi 
greatly  improving  the  system  which  had  iiJth.?rto  ob- 
tained in  this  Commonwealth.  By  that  ::<'t  ample 
provision  is  made  not  only  for  the  eKlablislimtuit  of 
new  banks,  bat  for  the  continuance  of  tliost;  now  in 
existence,  having  special  charters.  Any  banking  in- 
stitution, by  a  vote  of  its  stockholdeis,  and  by  com- 
plying with  the  provisions  of  the  act,  may  crmtinue 
the  business  of  banking  under  the  general  law  fur  a 
period  of  twenty  years.  The  renewal  of  the  charter 
of  this  or  any  other  banlt,  is  therefore  Aluilly  uun-c- 
essary  and  improper,  unless  this  Legislatun^  shall  de- 
termine to  abandon  the  system  so  wisely  iuaugiprated 
by  its  immediate  predecessor.  Indeed  if  aew  charlcrs 
are  to  be  granted  by  special  enactments,  or  it  ihose 
now  existing  are  to  be  renewed  from  time  to  time, 
and  the  attention  of  (he  fjegislatiire  is  to  continue  ro 
be  engrossed  with  passage  of  bank  charters,  f.oatev- 
rJDg  special  privileges  upon  the  favored  Cew  who  t,  lay 
obtain  them,  one  of  the  great  objects  aimed  at  by  the 
framers  and  friends  of  the  general  law  will  have  luierly 
failed.  Pennsylvania,  by  the  importnnities  nnd  con- 
trolling influence  of  interested  parties,  was  the  last 
among  her  neighboring  States  in  establishing  a  gen- 
eral system  of  free  banking.  Having  advanced  a  step 
in  the  right  direction,  giving  to  every  man  the  priv- 
ilege of  banking,  if  be  has  the  means,  and  effectually 
closing  the  door  against  all  others,  it  would,  In  my 
opinion,  be  a  public  calamity,  if  she  were,  under  any 
pretext  whatever,  by  a  retrograde  movement,  to  l-ise 
the  advantages  of  the  position  she  has  gained.  Tf.  cii 
the  contrary,  all  attempts  to  obtain  new  acts  of  in- 
corporation, or  to  renew  old  charters,  are  RtTnly  re- 
sisted by  the  Legislature,  it  will  be  but  a  brief  period 
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until  all  our  banking  institutions  will  be  or«;ani/.rd 
under  the  general  free  banking  law — the  law  itself  will 
be  improved  and  perfected,  if  it  be  defective — our 
paper  currency  will  be  secure  beyond  a  peradventure 
—and  the  interests  of  the  public,  in  their  relation  to 
the  banks,  abundantly  protected. 

Experience  has  satisfactorily  demonstrated,  that  the 
laws  under  which  the  existing  banks  of  this  Common- 
wealth were  chartered,  furnish  little  or  no  protection 
to  the  community,  when  protection  is  most  required. 
It  is  conceded  that  the  system  is  radically  defective. 
And  while  it  is  not  pretended  that  the  law  of  last 
session  is  perfect,  or  that  it  may  not  be  amended,  it 
is  undoubtedly  a  vast  improvement  on  the  old  system, 
and  should  not,  in  my  judgment,  be  abandoned  by  the 
Legislature  before  it  has  gone  into  full  operation. 
Free  banking  is  working  well  in  other  States.  Why 
should  it  not  succeed  in  Pennsylvania?  So  far  as  the 
present  Executive  is  concerned,  he  feels  himself  in  the 
discharge  of  a  high  public  duty,  in  determining  that 
it  shall  have  a  fair  trial. 

The  bill  under  consideration  is  therefore  herewith 
returned,  without  my  approval,  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, wiiere  it  originated. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  **An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Parham  Sewing  Machine  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany of  Pennsylvania." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  3,  1861. 
Gentlemen: — 

I  HEREWITH  RETURN,  WITHOUT  THE  EXECU- 
tive  approval,  to  the  House  of  Representa lives, 
where  it  originated,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  Act  to 
incorporate  the  Parham  Sewing  Machine  manufactur- 
ing company  of  Pennsylvania/' 
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TbiB  bill  was  presented  to  me  on  the  da;  preceding 
the  final  adjoarnment  of  the  last  General  AsBemblf, 
and  my  approval  was  withheld  from  it  for  the  reason, 
that  the  proposed  fompauy  may  obtain  their  charter 
□Oder  the  genera)  manufacturing  law  of  this  State  and 
its  Tarions  supplements. 

Earing  heretofore,  on  several  occasions,  presented 
to  the  Legislature  my  objections  to  legislation  of  this 
character,  it  cannot  be  necessary  to  again  repeat  them. 
They  will  be  found,  in  detail,  in  a  communication 
which  1  had  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  last  General 
Assembly,  in  returning,  without  my  approval,  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Packer  iron  com- 
pany." 

WM.  P.  PACKEB. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "A  Supplement  to  an  Act 
Relating  to  the  Collection  of  State  and  County 
Taxes  in  the  County  of  Bucks." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  3,  1861. 
Gentlemen : — 

WITHIN  TEN  DAYS  OF  THE  ADJOURNMENT 
of  the  last  General  Assembly,  a  bill  was  pre- 
sented for  my  approval,  entitled  "A  supple- 
ment to  an  act  relating  to  the  collection  of  State  and 
county  taxes  in  the  county  of  Bucks." 

The  second  section  of  the  act  provides,  "that  the 
fees  to  bo  received  by  the  constables  and  collectors 
of  taxes  in  said  county,  shall  be  ten  per  cent,  on  the 
amount  of  all  county  tax,  and  five  per  cent,  upon  all 
State  tax  collected  by  them  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
December  in  each  year,  and  ten  per  cent,  on  all  State 
tax  collected  after  said  date." 
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By  the  act  approved  the  ^Slh  day  of  March,  1859, 
the  conoty  of  Bucks  has  a  sjateoi  for  the  collection  of 
State  and  cownty  taxes  diffepiug  from  the  general  law 
of  the  State.  Under  that  act  it  is  made  the  duty  of 
the  county  treasurer  to  attend  in  each  township  and 
borough  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  taxes,  and,  after 
the  2Sth  day  of  September  in  each  year,  to  issue  his 
warrant  to  the  several  constables  of  the  respective 
townships  for  the  collection  of  the  unpaid  taxes,  who 
are  allowed  four  months  to  collect  the  balances  ont- 
Btanding. 

The  propoeition  in  the  bill  befort'  me  is  to  give 
to  the  constables  aad  collectors  Ave  per  cent,  for 
all  State  taxes  collected  by  them  before  the  first  of 
December,  and  teu  per  cent,  for  all  collected  after 
that  date.  It  will  bt'  remembered  that  the  time  al- 
lowed constables  and  collectors  to  settle  their  war- 
rants and  duplicates  is  until  the  2SIh  of  January  of 
the  succeeding  year,  and  as  they  are  uot  bound  to 
make  collections  before  the  first  day  of  December,  it 
is  evident  that  this  bill  would  give  them  a  premium 
for  negligence,  by  doubling  their  commissions,  if  they 
do  not  make  their  collections  until  after  that  date. 
In  my  opinion  the  rule  should  be  reversed.  True  policy 
would  dictate  a  premium  for  promptness  rather  than 
for  delay. 

The  bill  is  also  subject  to  the  objection,  that  under 
its  provisions  the  per  centage  allowed  for  collecting 
the  State  taxes  in  Bucks  county,  would  be  consider- 
ably greater  than  that  authorized  in  other  counties  of 
the  State,  for  similar  services,  under  the  general  law. 
The  compensation  allowed  to  collectors  for  collect- 
ing State  taxes  is  rive  per  cent.,  and  lo  county  treas- 
urers one  per  cent.,  thus  making  the  cost  of  collect- 
ing the  State,  on  real  and  personal  estate,  six  per 
cent.     In  the  county  of  Bucks,  by  the  provisions  of 
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the  special  law  before  refeired  to,  the  couiity  troas- 
arer  receives  six  per  cent.  commissionB  {four  per  cent, 
of  which  goeff  to  the  county)  ou  all  the  Stare  tax 
accouated  for  by  him,  and  for  that  portion  which  may 
be  collected  by  the  coiiBtables,  five  per  ceut.  additional 
is  charged.  It  is  now  proposed  to  add  five  per  cent. 
more  on  all  sums  that  may  be  collected  after  the  l^ixt 
day  of  December  in  each  year.  Should  the  bill  under 
consideration  become  a  law,  the  expense  to  the  Com- 
monwealth for  collecting  her  tax  on  real  and  personal 
estate,  in  the  county  of  Bucks,  would  be  six  per  cent., 
besides  the  abatement  for  all  taxes  collected  bcfoie 
the  28th  of  September  in  each  year,  eleven  per  cent, 
for  all  collected  between  the  28th  of  September  and 
the  first  of  December,  and  sixteen  per  cent,  for  all  col- 
lected after  the  first  day  of  Decembfr;  while  in  nearly 
every  other  county  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  entire 
cost  of  collecting  the  same  tax,  is  but  six  per  cent.  I 
am  not  able  to  perceive  why  the  role  should  not  be  uni- 
form, and  the  same  commissions  allowed  in  all  the 
counties  of  the  State. 

With  these,  my  objections,  thus  briefly  stated,  the 
bill  is  herewith  returned,  without  my  approval,  to  the 
Senate,  where  it  originated,  for  re-consideration. 

\VM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoinfj  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Society  Buildings  Company." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburs,  January  3,  1861. 
(lOntlemen: — 

0\  THE  DAY  BEFORE  THE  ADJOURNMENT  OF 
the  last  General  .Assembly,  a  bill  was  presented 
for  my  approval,  entitled  "An  Act  to  incorporate 
the  Society  Buildings  company." 
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This  bill  proposes  lo  incorjiorate  a  company  with  a 
capital  not  esreeiJiiig  two  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
with  power  to  purchase,  hold  and  sell  real  estate,  and 
to  erect  buildings  thereon,  tor  lodging  and  other  pur- 
poses, in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  to  rent  the  s 
from  time  to  time,  as  may  be  thought  advisable. 

My  objections  to  the  bill  are: 

First.  That  it  is  wholly  unnecessary  to  incorporate 
companies  to  erect  and  sell  or  lease  buildings,  as  that 
object  can  be  better  accomplished  by  indiTidiials  or 
ro- partnerships. 

Second.  That  the  creation  of  irresponsible  corpora- 
tions, for  such  purposes,  is  not  only  unnecessary,  but 
is  calculated  seriously  to  interfere  with  the  legitimate 
business  of  private  individuals. 

Third.  That  lodging,  or  tenement  houses,  erected 
and  controlled  by  such  corporations,  without  the  guar 
anty  of  the  individual  reputation  of  the  builder  and 
owner,  would  in  all  probability  be  so  constructed  and 
managed  as  to  endanger  the  health,  if  not  the  lives, 
of  their  occupants, 

For  these  reasons,  as  well  as  for  the  additional  one, 
that  corporate  powers  ought  never  to  be  granted  to 
individuals,  except  in  cases  of  plain  public  necessity, 
which  necessity  most  manifestly  does  not  exist  in  this  - 
case,  t  am  constrained  to  withhold  my  approval  from 
the  bill  under  consideration,  and  to  return  it  to  the 
Senate,  where  it  originated. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  Bills  for  the  Incorporation 
of  Certain  Companies, 

Executive  Chamber. 
Hari'isbnrg,  January  3,  ISGl. 
Oentlemen: — 

I  HEREWITH  RETURN  TO  THE  SENATE, 
wfaere  they  originated,  without  the  Executive  ap- 
proval, bills  numbered  and  entitled  as  follow,  viz: 

No.  660.  "An  Act  to  iocorporate  the  Duncan's  Island 
iron  company." 

No.  859.  "An  Act  to  ineorpoarte  the  Allegheny  oil 
company." 

These  bills  were  presented  to  me  for  approval,  im- 
mediately preceding  the  final  adjournment  of  the  last 
General  Assembly,  and  my  reason,  briefly  stated,  for 
declining  to  approve  them  is,  that  both  companies  may 
be  chartered  under  the  general  manufacturing  law  of 
the  7th  of  April,  1849,  and  its  various  supplements. 
During  my  entire  Executive  term,  I  have  invariably 
refused  to  approve  bills  incorporating  manufacturing, 
mining  and  other  companies  of  a  kindred  character, 
which  were  amply  provided  for  by  the  general  law. 
For  my  views  on  this  subject  iu  detail,  I  respectfully 
refer  the  attention  of  the  General  AssenAly  to  a  com- 
munication addressed  to  the  last  Ijegislature.  in  re- 
turning, with  my  objections,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  Act 
to  incorporate  the  Packer  iron  company,"  to  be  found 
on  the  Journal  of  the  Senate,  page  30. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  for  the  Relief  of 
John  Mong,  of  Somerset  County." 

Executive  Chamber. 
Harritiburg,  January  3,  IHQl. 
Geutlemeu : — 

ON  THE  aOTH  OF  MAKCH  LAST,  A  BILL  WAS 
presented  for  my  approval,  eDtitled  "Au  Act 
for  the  relief  of  Jolin  Moug,  of  Somerset  county." 

This  bill  directs  the  ytate  Treasurer  to  refund  to 
John  Mung  the  sum  of  eighty-four  dollars  and  fifty 
cents,  paid  by  him  to  (he  Ti-easury,  on  a  warrant  for 
three  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  it  is  alleged,  in  the 
preamble  to  tlie  bill,  had  been  previously  appropriated. 

The  amount  of  money  which  this  bill  directs  to  be 
relunded  is  bo  sujall,  that  of  itself,  it  would  scarcely 
justify  Exei'utive  interference;  but  the  precedent  it 
would  establish,  would,  beyond  all  doubt,  prove  must 
injoi-ions  to  the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Other  parties,  similarly  situated,  would  be  eqoally  en- 
titled to  relief,  and  would  not  be  slow  in  pressinii  their 
demands  upon  the  Legislature.  The  result  would  be, 
if  they  were  successful,  and  there  are  thousands  of 
other  claims,  as  meritorious  as  the  one  under  consid- 
eration, that'  the  Treasury  would  be  drained  to  the 
extent  of  liundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars. 

Where  the  Commonwealth  grants  to  an  applicant  a 
descriptive  warrant,  and.  before  the  survey  is  actu- 
ally made  and  returned,  the  holder  ascertains  that  the 
land  described  has  already  been  surveyed,  upon  a  prior 
warrant,  he  may  shift  his  location,  and  appropriate 
any  other  vacant  land  within  (he  district  of  the  deputy 
surveyor  to  whom  the  warrant  may  be  directed,  Kut 
whether  the  warrant  be  descriptive  or  otherwise,  there 
is  neiiliei-  an  express  nor  an  implied  guaranty  of  title 
to  Uie  land  surveyed  under  the  warrant.  The  warrant 
is  issued  at  the  Land  Ofiice,  at  the  instance  of  the  ap- 


William  Fisher  Packer.  315 

plicant,  and  tbe  location  is  made  at  bis  risk.  If  he 
cause  it  to  be  made  apou  land  already  appropriated, 
it  ia  his  own  fault,  and  he  must  bear  the  loss.  He  has 
no  claim,  either  legal  or  equitable,  upon  the  Common- 
wealth for  remuneration.  This  rule  has  been  InTari- 
ah\y  followed  in  the  disposition  of  our  public  lands, 
and  its  tendency  has  been,  in  some  degree,  to  restrain 
speculative  purchases,  and  to  prevent  disputes  arisiu;; 
opoD  conflicting  surveys.  I  am  entirely  satisfied  that 
any  innovation  upon  this  long  established  practice  of 
the  Qovernment,  would  be  fraught  with  mischief,  and 
that  consequently  the  legislation  proposed  ia  unwise 
and  inexpedient.  For  tbe  reasons  thus  briefly  stated, 
I  have  withheld  my  approval  from  this  bill,  and  here- 
with return  it  to  the  Senate,  where  it  originated,  for 
re-consideration. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Relating  to  the 
Districts  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  Regulating 
the  Issuing  of  Process  Therein." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Hari-isburg,  January  3,  1861. 
Gentlemen : — 

ON   THE   DAY    PRECEDING   THE    FINAL  AD- 
jouruuient  of  the  last  Genera!  Assembly,  a  bill 
was  presented  for  my  approval,  entitled  "An  Act 
relating  to  the  districts  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
regulating  the  issuing  of  process  therein." 

The  first  and  second  sections  of  the  bill  provide  for 
the  abolition  of  the  Northern  district  of  tbe  Supreme 
Court,  at  Sunbury,  and  for  transferring  the  counties 
now  embraced  in  that  district  to  the  Middle  district. 
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at  Harrisliiirg.  To  this  proposition  I  do  not  object. 
The  third  section,  however,  after  changing  the  time  for 
tiolding  the  term  of  tlie  Supreme  Court  for  the  West 
eru  diiilrict,  from  the  third  Monday  of  October  tii  the 
first  Monday  of  September,  provides,  'Tiiat  hereafter 
it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  court,  or  au,v  uf  the 
judges  thereof,  to  issue  any  writ  or  process  of  ;:My 
kiad,  commanding  or  requiring  any  person  or  party 
to  appear  before  the  said  court,  or  any  judge  thereof, 
at  any  place  not  within  the  district  of  said  ci^ort 
wherein  such  person  may  reside  or  such  party  may  be 
located." 

After  a  careful  consideration  of  the  qnesUou  in- 
volved in  this  latter  proposition,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion 
that  the  Legislature  cannot  lawfully  limit  the  geueral 
process  of  Ihe  Supreme  Court  to  particnlar  and  apeci- 
lied  dislricts  within  the  Commonwealth,  The  fnurlh 
section  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  Penn- 
sylvania provides,  that  "the  jurisdiction  of  Ihe  Su- 
preme Court  shall  extend  over  the  State,"  and  under 
this  provision,  it  has  been  repeatedly  derided  by  (he 
Supreme  Court,  that  it  had  jurisdiction  to  hear  argu- 
ments, pronounce  judgments  and  decrees,  and  to  issue 
orders  and  other  process  in  one  district  on  causes  orig- 
inating in  another.  It  has  also  been  held  by  the  same 
court  that,  as  the  extent  of  the  jurisdiction  was  fixed 
by  the  Constitution,  it  could  not  be  limited  by  an  act 
of  Assembly.  It  is  true,  that  by  the  Constitution  the 
court  has  bat  a  limited  chancery  jurisdiction,  which 
may  be  extended,  from  time  to  time,  by  legislative 
enactment;  and  it  has  been  held  that  the  exercise  of 
Ibis  special  jurisdiction  might  be  limited  to  particular 
counties,  by  the  act  conferring  the  jurisdiction.  The 
decisions  in  the  latter  case,  however,  do  not  affect  the 
question  now  under  I'onsideration.  for  the  bill  does 
not  give  to  the  court  a  new  jai'isdirtion,  lo  'c  exer- 
cised in  a  particular  manner,  but  projios- s  'o  limit 
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anil  restrain  the  general  power  of  the  court  to  wsae 
writs,  and  process  of  every  description,  to  the  par- 
ticular districts  wherein  the  defendants  or  respondents 
may  reside  at  the  time  the  wlrt  or  process  may  l>e 
issued.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  Legislature 
may  divide  the  State  into  districts,  and  require  ses- 
sions of  the  Supreme  Court  to  be  held  in  each,  for  the 
purpose  of  hearing  arguments  and  deciding  cases;  but 
it  by  no  means  follows,  that  the  general  jurisdiction 
throughout  the  State,  given  by  the  Constitution,  may 
be  limited  and  restrained  so  that  it  cannot,  at  all 
times,  be  so  used  as  to  meet  the  exigeocies  of  any  given 
case. 

Whether  the  Supreme  Court  has  power  and  jurisdic- 
tion to  issue  process,  at  all  times,  throughout  the 
entire  State,  and  whether  this  power  can,  in  any  de- 
gree, be  impaired  by  the  Legislature,  are  judicial  ques- 
tions; and,  as  the  decisions  of  that  court,  upon  these 
questions,  are  absolutely  conclusive  in  the  cases  !n 
which  they  arise,  it  is  vain  for  any  othi  r  department  of 
the  Government  to  deny  their  binding  force,  or  to  at- 
tempt to  establish  a  rule  differing  from  that  settled 
by  the  court  itself.  That  this  bill,  should  it  receive 
the  Executive  sanction,  would  be  declared  unconstito- 
tional  by  the  Supreme  Court,  and  its  provisions  utterly 
disregarded,  is  perfectly  manifest,  froiii  the  decisions 
heretofore  made,  and  consequently  the  only  possible 
result  of  its  approval  would  be  the  indication,  on  the 
part  of  the  law-making  power,  that  the  highest  judicial 
tribunal  of  the  Slate  could  not  safely  be  truslcd  with 
the  performance  of  its  own  legitimate  duties  in  its  own 
way,  and  thus,  perhaps,  indirectly,  invite  disobedience, 
on  the  part  of  the  citizen,  to  the  process  of  the  court. 
As  I  do  not  distrust  either  the  wisdom  or  the  disposi- 
ticu  of  the  court  rightly  to  exercise  its  allotted  juris- 
diction, and  believing  that  any  impression  that  may 
have  been  made  on  the  public  mind,  averse  to  render- 


rotupl  and  i-lieerful  obedience  to  the  d'lciBicmB  of 
■ourtr  or  justife,  should  be  at  oqco  and  for'tvur 
red,  AS  utterly  subveraiye  of  all  order  and  good 
■nm^it,  I  cannot  willingly  aid  la  producing  results 
1,  although  not  bo  intended,  are,  in  my  opinion, 
lant  with  miBchicf. 

t  if  there  were  do  coDBlitutioaal  objfctioLS  to  the 
inder  consideration,  I  could  not  give  it  uiy  iip- 
.1,  for,  in  my  judgment,  it  would  be  unwise  and 
■edient  to  prohibit  the  Supreme  Court,  or  any  of 
.dges,  from  issutug  writs,  or  other  pioceas,  com- 
ing the  appearance  of  parties  or  persons  at  a 

out  of  a  particular  district  where  such  pecaons 
rties  may  reside.     Can  any  good  reason  be  pos- 

assigned  why  the  Supreme  Sourt  of  the  State 
d  have  less  power  in  issuing  writs  than  oui  in- 
•  judicial  tribunals?  Every  court  of  common 
,  as  well  as  every  district  court  in  the  State,  may 
its  writ  of  subpoena  and  its  writ  of  attachment 
y  county  within  the  State,  to  notify  and  compel 
ttendance  of  witnesses  in  any  case  pending  In 
court;  and  yet  this  bill  proposes  to  withhold  this 
r.from  the  Supreme  Court,  or  either  of  its  judges, 
would  this  work  practically?  The  Judges  of  the 
une  Court  are  ex-offlrio  justices  of  the  oyoi-  and 
net  and  general  jail  delivery,  in  all  the  counties 
!  State.  Suppose  one  or  more  of  them  to  be  hold- 
court  of  oyer  and  terminer  for  the  trial  of  capita! 

in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.     Under  the  provi- 

of  this  bill,  witnesses  could  not  be  subpoenaed, 
ittachments  issued,  to  compel  their  attendance 
the  counties  of  Berks  or  Laacaster,  for  m  ither 
jse  counties  belong  to  the  Philadelphia  district, 
^ourt  of  nisi  prius.  whicli  holds  its  scBsions  for 
al  months  in  each  year,  for  the  trial  nf  isnues  of 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  would  powsc'ss  no 
r  to  summon  witnesses  from  any  county  not  In- 
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clnded  in  the  Eastern  diatrict  of  the  Supn^oie  Court. 
And  in  other  cnses,  as  well  as  in  the  instances  referred 
to,  this  prohibition  would  seriously-  interfere  with  the 
due  administration  of  justice.  The  Supiemo  Court 
holds  its  terms  but  once  a  year  in  each  district  of  the 
State,  and  in  some  of  them  the  session  is  fur  hut  a  few 
weeks.  It  not  unfpequentlj  happens  that  a  {  rocoed- 
ing  commenced  in  the  court  in  one  district,  where  l!ie 
personal  attendance  of  the  party  is  requin-d,  fnnTiot 
be  terminated  before  the  session  ends.  The  tisc  Micut, 
therefore,  either  be  postponed  for  an  entire  vear,  or  ilie 
attendance  of  the  party  required  in  another  district. 
Surely  the  power  to  hear  and  termiuate  in  one  district 
business  which  may  have  been  commenced  in  another, 
leaving  to  the  sound  discretion  of  the  court  the  pro- 
priety of  the  exercise  of  such  power,  in  view  of  a!! 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  is  not  only  highly  neces- 
sary, but  is  eminently  proper,  and  should  not,  in  my 
opinion,  be  molested  by  the  Legislature. 

lieing,  therefore,  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the 
proposed  legislation  is  alike  unconstitutional  and  incx 
pedient,  I  am  constrained  to  withhold  the  Executive 
approval  fi-om  the  bill  under  consideration,  and  to 
return  it  herewith  to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  originated, 
for  re-consideration,  in  accordance  with  the  provision 
of  the  Constitution. 

WM.  F.  PACKER. 

To  the  Assembly  Concerning  a  Vacancy  in  the  State 
Treasurership,  with  the  Kesigiialion  of  the  Late 
Incumbent  of  that  Office. 

Executive  Chamher, 
Harrisburg,  January  9,  1861. 
Gentlemen: — 

THE  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-SECONn 
section  of  the  act  of  2d  of  July,  1830,  provides, 
that  "when  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  State  Treas- 
urer shall  happen  by  resignation  or  otherwise,  the  Leg- 
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islature,  if  in  session,  shall  within  five  days  after 
being  informed  of  the  same  by  the  Governor,  procet;d 
to  supply  such  vacancy  by  an  election."  In  compli- 
ance with  this  provision,  I  herewith  transmit  to  thr 
General  Assembly,  copies  of  the  letter  of  the  Hon.  Eli 
Slifer,  informing  me  of  his  resignation  of  the  office 
of  State  Treasurer,  to  take  effect  on  the  evening  of 
Saturdav  the  12th  instant.  It  will  therefore  become 
your  duty,  within  five  days  after  the  period  named,  to 
proceed  to  supply  the  vacancy  thus  created. 

WM.  F.  PACKEK. 


Treasury  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Harrisburg,  January  8,  1861. 

To  His  Excellency,  Wm.  F.  Packer: 

Dear  Sir — I  hereby  tender  you  my  resignation  of  the  office 
of  State  Treasurer,  to  take  effect  on  Saturday,  the  12th  in- 
stant. 

In  resigning  the  trust  bestowed  on  me  by  the  partiality  of 
the  Lfeglslature,  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  say  that  the 
finances  of  the  State  are  in  most  excellent  condition.  Not- 
withstanding the  financial  difficulties  of  the  country,  the  re- 
ceipts, since  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  (November  30),  are 
largely  in  excess  of  those  for  the  same  period  last  year. 

Whilst  I  claim  to  have  labored  with  fidelity,  and,  I  trust, 
with  some  success,  in  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties,  I 
acknowledge  the  cordial  co-operation  of  your  Department  and 
that  of  the  Auditor  General,  in  every  effort  to  increase  and 
properly  husband  the  revenues  of  the  State.  My  business  re- 
lations with  the  several  Departments  have  been  of  the  most 
pleasant  character,  and  I  sever  them  with  some  regret. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

EU  SLIFER, 
State  Treasurer. 


ANDREW  GREGG 

CURTIN, 

Governor  of  the  Common- 

'  wealth. 

1861-1867. 
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Chapter  II. 

ANDREW  GREGG  CURTIN. 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth. 

1861-1867. 


DANGER  OF  DISSOLUTION  OF  THE  UNION  DE- 
maodeij  a  firm  hand  at  the  helm  of  the  State  gov- 
ernment, and  ilie  people,  with  that  sound  judg- 
ment characteristic  of  the  American  p  iblic  in  times  of 
trial,  resorted  to  one  whose  previous  history  was  an 
ample  pledge  for  a  loyal,  brilliant  and  patriotic  ad- 
ministration— Andrew  Gregg  Curtiu. 

Born  in  Bellefonte,  in  1817,  of  Irish  ancestry,  with 
ample  common  school  and  academic  education,  he  en- 
tered upon  the  study  of  law,  bringing  to  the  sub- 
ject the  exceptional  facilities  of  the  Dickinson  Col- 
lege Law  School  at  Carlisle,  from  which  he  was  gradn 
ated  in  1837.  He  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Bellefonte  and  his  ready  wit,  qaick  percep- 
tions, wide  reading  and  masterful  manner  quickly 
placed  him  at  the  head  of  the  legal  fraternity  at  that 
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point.  He  was  not  unmindtul  of  bis  duties  as  a  citizen 
and  became  prominent  in  the  local  militia,  and  ao  in- 
fluential member  of  the  Bellefoote  Pencibles,  of  which 
he  was  ehoaen  captain. 

He  early  found  the  political  arena  a  Buitable  place 
for  the  exercise  of  his  fort-nsic  talents,  fought  for  the 
election  of  Harrison,  campaigned  brilliantly  for  Clay, 
was  a  member  of  llic  electoral  college  for  Taylor, 
and  a  candidate  for  a  similar  position  for  Scott.  In 
1854,  declining  to  bt;  himself  a  candidate  for  the  Gov- 
ernorship, he  managed  the  campaign  for  the  election 
of  his  friend,  James  Pollock,  liy  whom  he  was  at  once 
appointed  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth.  This  of- 
fice then  included  the  supervision  of  the  common 
Bi-hool  system  and  he  took  particular  interest  in  this 
phase  of  his  work.  The  office  of  County  Superintend- 
ent had  just  been  created,  and  its  introduction  was  re- 
garded with  much  antagonism  by  those  who  had  re- 
garded the  local  schools  as  a  pecuniary  lemon,  to  be 
squeezed  for  their  benefit.  This  and  other  features  of 
the  school  system  were  indcfatigably  pushed  by  Mr, 
Curtin,  enormonsly  to  the  advantage  of  the  Common- 
wealth. He  also  proposed  a  system  of  Normal  Schools 
for  the  training  of  teachers  for  the  common  s<ho<il8, 
and  his  suggestions  were  crystallized  into  law,  result- 
ing in  the  admirable  series  of  institutions  which  now 
forms  the  cap-sheaf  of  the  educational  system  of  the 
State. 

In  IS.'tO,  he  was  the  nominee  of  the  Itepublican  party 
for  Governor,  and  despile  the  prestige  and  strength 
of  Democracy  in  the  State,  he  was  cli'ctcd  by  a  ma- 
jority of  thirty  two  thousand  votes.     The  position  in 
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the  nation  which  his  magnifleent  courage  and  superb 
strength  gave  to  the  8tati-  of  Penns>'lvaDia  during  the 
trj-ing  times  of  his  adtniiiistratioQ  is  a  matter  of  na- 
tional history.  No  element  contributed  more  power- 
fnll;  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Union  than  the  con- 
sistent and  disinterested  devotion  of  the  War  Qov> 
emor  of  Pennsylvania.  Nothing  was  too  difficult,  no 
personal  strain  was  too  great  for  him  to  make  in  faror 
of  the  soldier  from  bis  State.  To  his  fostering  care 
and  generous  spirit  is  due  the  splendid  provision  for 
the  soldiers'  orphans,  than  which  no  State  has  pro- 
vided more  liberally.  Worn  by  his  labors  and  under- 
mined by  the  long  physical  and  mental  tension  to 
which  he  had  been  subjected,  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  second  term  to  which  he  had  been  elected  in 
1863,  was  devoted  to  the  amelioration  of  his  health, 
although  be  never  laid  down  the  reins  of  government 
until  the  constitutional  termination  of  bis  leadership 
in  1867. 

From  1869  to  1872  he  was  United  States  Minister  to 
Russia,  returning  to  America  in  time  to  take  part  in 
the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1873,  in  which  he  was 
a  conspicuous  figure.  From  1881  to  1887  he  repre- 
sented his  district  in  Congress,  and  on  the  7tb  of  Oc- 
tober, 1894,  be  died  at  lii»  home  in  Bellefonte.  His 
term  as  Oovernot-  comprised  the  period  from  January 
15,  1861  to  January  15, 1867. 


Papers  of  the  Governors. 
Inaugural  Address  to  the 

ow  Citizens: — 

VING  BEEN  ENTRUSTED  BY  THE  PEOPLE 

of  Penimjlvaiiia  with  the  adminiBt ration  of  the 

Exerutive  department  of  the  GoFernnient,  for 
■xt  three  years,  and  having  taken  a  Bolemn  oath 
'lity  to  the  CoaBtitiitioo  of  the  United  States, 
1  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  1  avail  ui.v- 
'  your  presence  to  express  to  you,  and  through 

the  people  ot  the  State,  ray  gratitude  for  the  dia- 
shed  honor  they  have,  in  their  partiality,  con- 

upon  me. 
ply  impreBsed  with  its  responsibilities  and  du- 

enter  upon  the  oflice  of  Governor  of  Pennsyl- 

with  a  determination  to  fulfil  them  all  faith- 
0  the  utmost  of  my  ability.  Qneations  of  great 
nt  intimately  connected  with  the  feeling  and  in- 
s  of  the  people  of  all  parts  of  the  Nation,  now 
e  the  public  mind;  and  some  of  them,  from  their 
y  and  importance,  are  left  for  seltlement  in  the 
ainfy  of  the  future.     A  selfish  eaiition  might  in- 

silence  as  the  safest  course  to  be  pursued  as  to 
questionH,  by  one  just  entering  n[)on  the  respon- 
ies  of  liigh  official  position;  but  fidelity  to  the 
Tust  reposed  in  me  demand,  especially  at  this 
ire,  that  I  yield  to  an  honored  custom  which  re- 
a  frank  declaration  of  (he  principles  to  be 
;d,  and  the  policy  to  be  pursued  during  my  of- 
erm. 

have  assumed,  as  the  great  fundamental  tnith 

political  theory,  that  man  is  capable  of  self-gov- 
nt,  and  that  all  power  emanates  from  the  people, 
perienee  of  seventy-one  years,  under  the  Consti- 

of  the  United  States,  has  demonstrated  to  all 
nd  that  the  people  can  be  entrusted  with  their 
olitical  destinies;  and  the  deliberate  expression 
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of  tbeir  will  should  furniBit  the  rule  of  conduct  to  their 
reppeseotatives  in  official  station.  Tliua  appreciating 
their  liberal  capacity  for  Bel f- government,  and  alive 
to  the  importance  of  preserving,  pure  and  unsullied  as 
it  came  from  the  hands  of  the  Apostles  of  Liberty,  this 
vital  principle,  I  pledge  myself  to  stand  between  it 
and  encroachments,  whether  instigated  bj  hatred  or 
ambition,  by  fanaticism  or  folly. 

The  policy  that  should  regulate  the  administration 
of  the  government  of  our  State,  was  declared  by  its 
fonnders,  and  is  fully  established  by  experience.  It 
is  just  and  fraternal  in  its  aims,  liberal  in  its  spirit, 
and  patriotic  in  its  progress.  The  freedom  of  speech 
and  of  the  press,  the  right  of  conscience  and  of  private 
Judgment  io  civil  and  religious  faith,  are  the  high  pre- 
rogatives to  which  the  American  citizen  is  born.  In 
our  social  organization  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  high 
and  the  low,  enjoy  these  equally,  and  the  Constitution 
and  the  laws  in  harmony  therewith,  protect  the  rights 
of  all.  The  intelligence  of  the  people  is  one  of  the 
main  pillars  of  the  fabric  of  our  government,  and 
the  highest  hopes  of  the  patriot  for  its  safety  rest  on 
enlightened  public  morality  and  virtue.  Our  system 
of  common  schools  will  ever  enlist  ray  earnest,  solici- 
tude. For  its  growing  waufs  the  most  ample  provi- 
sion should  be  made  by  the  legislature.  I  feel  that 
I  need  not  urge  this  duty.  The  system  has  been  gain- 
ing in  strength  and  usefulness  for  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury, until  it  has  silenced  opposition  by  its  beneficent 
fruits.  It  has  at  times  languished  for  want  of  just 
appropriations,  from  changes  and  amendments  of  the 
law,  and,  perhaps,  from  inefficiency  in  its  administra- 
tion; but  it  has  surmounted  every  difficulty  and  is  now 
regarded  by  the  enlightened  and  patriotic  of  every  po- 
litical faith  as  the  great  bulwark  of  safety  for  our  free 
institutions.  The  manner  in  which  this  snbject  is 
presented  to  the  Legislature,  by  my  immediate  prede- 
cessor, in  his  annual  message,  fully  harmonizes  with 
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public  BentimeDt;  and  his  rerommeudatioa  !<>t  aid 
the  Farmers'  High  School  of  I'euns^lvauia  meet 
rnoBt  coi-dial  approbation.  Invited  to  the  rich  piairie 
lands  of  the  west,  where  the  labor  of  the  hiiBbandimiQ 
is  simple  and  uniform,  when  population  has  fllk-d  our 
valleys,  it  passes  away  from  our  highland  soils  where 
Bt'ientiflv  vulture  is  required  to  reward  labor  by  bring- 
ing fruitfuluese  and  plenty  out  of  coinparativt;  steril- 
ity. While  individual  liberality  has  done  much  for 
an  institution  that  is  designed  to  educate  the  farmer 
of  the  8tate,  the  school  lunguishes  for  want  of  public 
aid.  An  experience  of  ten  years  has  fully  demon- 
strated that  the  institution  can  be  made  self-suslaiu- 
ing;  and  it  refiuires  no  aid  from  th^  State,  except  for 
the  completion  of  the  buildings  in  aVordance  with  rf^,"^ 
original  design.  A  liberal  approi>i'iation  for  that  pul*-  - 
pose  would  be  honorable  to  the  I.^^'^^"'^  3"*^  ^  J"^* 
recognition  of  a  system  of  public  instruction  that  is 
of  the  highest  importance  to  the  State  in  the  develop- 
ment of  our  wealth,  the  growth  nf  our  population  and 
the  prosperity  of  our  {^reat  agi-icultural  interests. 

The  State  having  been  wisely  relieved  of  the  man- 
agement of  the  public  improvements  by  their  sale,  the 
administration  of  the  government  is  ifreatly  ^implilied, 
its  resources  are  certain  and  well  understood,  and  the 
amount  of  the  public  debt  is  definitely  ascertained.  A 
rigid  economy  in  all  its  various  departments,  and  a 
strict  accountability  from  all  public  officers,  are  expect- 
ed by  our  people,  and  they  shall  not  be  disappointed. 
Now  that  the  debt  of  the  State  is  in  the  course  of 
steady  liquidation,  by  the  ordinary  means  of  the  Treas- 
ury, all  uoueceseary  expenditures  of  the  pnblic  money 
must  be  firmly  resisted,  so  that  the  gradual  diminution 
of  the  indebtedness  shall  not  he  interrupted. 

To  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  people  and  the 
power  of  the  Commonwealth,  by  increasing  her  finan- 
•  cial,  resources,  by  a  liberal  recognition  of  the  vast 
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inU'rests  of  our  cotnmei-ce,  by  husbandiDg  our  mvane 
and  dimmishing  the  burdens  of  taxation  and  of  debt, 
will  be  the  highest  objects  of  my  ambition,  and  ail  tie 
energy  of  my  administration  will  be  directed  to  the 
accomplishment  of  these  results. 

The  pardoning  power  is  one  of  the  most  important 
and  delicate  powers  conferred  upon  the  Chief  Mngis- 
trate  by  the  Constitution,  and  it  should  always  be  ex- 
ercised (vith  great  caution,  and  never,  except  on  the 
most  conclusive  evidence  that  it  is  due  to  tbe  con- 
demned, and  that  the  public  security  will  uot  be  ;)re- 
judiced  by  the  act.  When  such  applications  are  pre- 
sented to  tbe  Executive,  it  is  due  to  society,  to  tbe  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  and  to  all  interested,  that 
public  notice  should  be  given.  By  the  adoption  of  such 
a  regulation,  imposition  will  be  prevented  and  just 
efforts  will  be  strengthened. 

The  association  of  capital  and  labor,  under  acts  of 
incorporation,  where  tbe  purposes  to  be  accomplish- 
ed are  beyond  the  reach  of  individual  enterprise,  baa 
long  been  the  policy  of  tbe  State,  and  has  done  much 
to  advance  the  prosperity  of  the  people.  Where  tbe 
means  of  tbeacitizens  are  moderate,  as  they  generally 
are  in  a  new  and  growing  country,  and  where  the  con- 
centration of  the  capital  of  many  is  necessary  to  de- 
velopment and  progress, such  associations,  when  judici- 
ously restricted,  confer  large  benefits  on  the  State. 
The  vast  resources  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  variety 
of  her  mechanical  and  other  industrial  pursuits,  in- 
vite capital  and  enterprise  from  abroad,  which,  on 
every  sound  principle  of  political  economy,  ahotild  be 
encouraged.  Much  of  the  time  of  the  T.iegislatnre  is 
consumed  by  applications  for  special  chartered  priv- 
ileges which  might  be  saved  by  the  enactment  of  gen- 
.eral  laws  and  by  such  amendment  to  our  general  min- 
ing and  manufacturing  law  as  will  remove  needlesB 
and  burtliensome  restraiots,  and  at  tbe  same  time  af- 
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ford  ample  protection  to  capital  and  labor,  and  to  th« 
foiiimunil.y  at  large.  Our  statute  books  are  full  of 
acts  of  incorporation  conferring  special  privileges, 
vanouB  as  thej  are  numeious,  dissimilar  in  their 
grants  of  power,  and  unequul  in  their  liabilities  and 
restrictions.  Well  considered  and  judicious  general 
laws  to  meet  all  classes  of  corjiomtioDS,  would  remedy 
the  evil,  economise  time  and  money,  relieve  the  Lcj;- 
islature  from  the  constant  pressure  for  undue  priv- 
ileges, and  be  just  and  equal  to  all  in  their  admiuistra- 
tioQ. 

The  veto  power  conferred  upon  the  Executive  was 
given  with  much  hesitation  and  not  without  serious  ap- 
ppehenaioDB  as  to  its  abuse,  by  the  fraraers  of  our  or- 
ganic law.  It  is,  in  my  judgment,  to  be  used  with  the 
greatest  caution,  and  only  when  legislation  is  mani- 
festly inconsiderate,  or  of  more  than  doubtful  consti- 
tutionality. The  legislators,  chosen  as  they  are  di- 
rectly by  the  people,  in  such  a  manner  that  a  fair  ex- 
pression of  their  views  of  the  true  policy  of  the  gov- 
ernment can  always  be  had,  give  to  all  well  considered 
measures  of  legislation  the  solemn  sanction  of  the 
highest  power  of  the  State,  and  it  should  not  be  arbi- 
trarily interfered  with.  While  1  shall  shrink  from 
no  duty  involved  by  the  sacred  trust  reposed  in  me  by 
the  people  of  the  Commonwealth,  I  would  have  all 
other  departments  of  the  j;overnnient  appreciate  the 
full  measure  of  responsibility  that  devolves  upon  them. 

The  position  of  mutual  estrangement  in  which  the 
different  sections  of  our  country  have  been  placed  by 
the  precipitate  action  and  violent  denunciation  of 
heated  partizans,  the  apprehension  of  slill  more  sert 
ous  complications  of  our  political  affairs,  and  the  fear- 
ful uncertainty  of  the  future,  have  had  the  effect  of 
weakening  commercial  credit  and  partially  interrupt- 
ing trade,  and,  as  a  natural  consequence,  deranging  our 
exchanges  and  currency.     Yet  the  elements  of  general 


Andrew  Gregg  Curtin.  331 

prosperity  are  eyerywhere  diffused  amonget  us,  and 
nothiug  is  wanting,  bat  a  return  of  confidence,  to  ''n- 
jIc  us  to  reap  the  rich  rewards  of  our  diversified  in- 
dustry and  enterprise.  Should  the  restitution  of  con- 
fidence in  busiuess  and  commercial  circles  be  long  de- 
layed, the  Legislature,  in  its  wisdom,  will,  I  doubt  not, 
meet  the  necessities  of  the  crisis  in  a  geoerous  and 
patriotic  spirit. 

Thus  far  our  system  of  government  has  fully  answer- 
ed the  expectations  of  its  founders,  and  has  demon- 
strated the  capacity  of  the  people  for  self -gov  erniaeut. 
The  country  has  advanced  in  wealth,  knowledge  and 
power,  and  secured  to  all  classes  of  its  citizens  Ibe 
blessings  of  peace,  prosperity  and  happiness.  The 
workings  of  our  simple  and  natural  political  organiza- 
tioDS  have  given  direction  and  energy  to  individual 
and  associated  enterprise,  maintained  public  order, 
and  promoted  the  welfare  of  all  parts  of  our  vast  and 
expanding  country.  No  one  who  knows  the  history 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  understands  the  opinions  and 
feelings  of  her  people,  can  justly  charge  us  with  hos- 
tility to  our  brethren  of  other  States.  We  regard 
them  as  friends  and  fellow  countrymen,  in  whose  wel- 
fare we  feel  a  kindred  interest;  and  we  recognize,  in 
their  broadest  extent,  all  our  constitutional  obliga- 
tions to  them.  These  we  are  ready  and  willing  to  ob- 
serve generously  and  fraternally  in  their  letter  and 
spirit,  with  unswerving  fidelity. 

The  election  of  a  President  of  the  United  States, 
according  to  the  forms  of  the  Constitution,  has  re- 
cently been  made  a  pretext  for  disturbing  the  peace 
of  the  country  by  a  deliberate  attempt  to  wrest  from 
the  Federal  Government  the  powers  which  the  people 
conferred  on  it  when  they  adopted  the  Constitution. 
By  this  movement,  the  question  whether  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  embodies  the  prerogatives, 
rights  and  powers  of  sovereignty,  or  merely  represeuts. 
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for  Bpeciflc  pm-poses,  a  multitude  of  independent  com 
niniiities,  confederated  in  n  league  wliich  any  one  of 
them  maj  diBsolve  at  will,  is  now  placed  directly  before 
the  Ameriean  people.  I'liliappily  this  question  is  not 
presented  io  tbe  simple  form  of  political  discuneion, 
bat  complicated  with  the  passions  and  jealousies  of 
impending  or  actual  conflict. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  nor  in 
any  of  his  acts  or  declarations  before  or  sinr-e  bis  elec- 
tioD,  to  warrant  the  apprehension  that  his  Adminis- 
tration will  be  nnfricndly  to  the  local  institutioos  of 
any  of  tbe  States.  No  sentiments  but  those  of  kind- 
ness and  conciliation  have  been  expressed  or  enter- 
tained by  the  conBtitutional  majority  which  elected 
him;  and  nothing  has  occnrred  to  justify  tlie  excite- 
ment which  seems  to  have  blinded  the  judgment  of  a 
part  of  the  people,  and  is  precipitating  them  into  revo- 
latiou. 

The  supremacy  of  the  National  Government  has  been 
so  fully  admitted  and  so  long  cherished  by  the  people 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  so  completely  has  the  conviction 
of  its  nationality  and  sovereignty  directed  their  politi- 
cal action,  that  they  are  surprised  at  the  pcrlinacity 
with  which  a  portion  of  the  people  elsewhere  maintain 
the  opposite  view.  The  traditions  of  the  past,  the 
recorded  tea<'hings  of  the  Fathers  of  (be  Republic,  tbe 
security  of  (heir  freedom  and  prosperity,  and  their 
hopes  for  the  fntnre,  are  all  in  harmony  with  an  nn- 
faltering  allegiance  lo'Hie  National  Union,  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  Constitution  and  (be  enforcement  of  tbe 
laws.  They  have  failhfnily  adhered  to  the  compro- 
mises of  our  great  National  ('onipai-t.  and  willingly 
recognized  tbe  peculiar  institutions  and  rights  of  prop- 
erty of  tbe  people  of  other  States,  Kvery  (rue  Penn- 
sylvanian  admits  tiiat  his  first  civil  and  political  dutj 
is  to  the  General  Government,  and  he  frankly  acknowl- 
edges   his    obligation    to    protect    the    constitutional 
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ligbtB  of  all  who  live  uodei-  its  authority  and  cojoy 
its  bleBslnge. 

I  have  already  taken  occasion  to  aaj  publicly,  and 
I  DOW  repeat,  that  if  we  have  any  laws  upon  our 
statute  books  which  infringe  upon  the  rights  of  the 
people  of  any  of  the  States,  or  contravene  any  law  of 
the  Federal  Government,  or  obstniction,  they  ought 
to  be  repealed.  We  ought  not  to  hesitate  to  exhibit 
to  other  States  that  may  have  enacted  laws  interfer- 
ing with  the  rigbtB,  or  obstructive  of  the  remedieB 
which  belong  constitutionally  to  all  American  citizens, 
an  example  of  magnanimity  and  of  implicit  obedience 
to  the  paramount  law,  and  by  a  prompt  repeal  of  every 
statute  that  may  even,  by  implication,  be  liable  to  rea- 
sonable objection,  do  oui"  part  to  remove  every  just 
canse  of  dissatisfaction  with  our  legislalion. 

Pennsylvania  has  never  faltered  in  her  recognition 
of  all  the  duties  imposed  upon  her  by  the  National 
Compact,  and  she  will,  by  every  act  consistent  with 
her  devotion  to  the  interests  of  her  own  people,  pro- 
mote fraternity  and  peace,  and  a  liberal  comity  be- 
tween the  States.  Her  convictions  on  the  vital  ques- 
tions which  have  agitated  the  public  mind  are  well 
understood  at  home,  and  shonid  not  be  misunderstood 
abroad.  Her  verdicts  have  been  as  nniform  as  they 
have  been  decisive,  in  favor  of  the  dignity,  the  pros- 
perity and  the  progress  of  lier  free  industry,  and  sup- 
port of  the  principles  of  liberty  on  which  the  govern- 
ment is  founded,  and  menace  or  rebellion  cannot  re- 
verse them.  Tliey  have  pasesd  into  history  as  the 
deliberate  judgment  of  her  people,  expressed  in  a  peace- 
ful, fraternal  and  constitutional  manner;  and  whr^o 
they  shall  have  been  administered  in  the  government, 
as  soon  they  will  he,  the  madness  that  now  rules  the 
hour  will  subside,  as  their  patriotic,  faithful  and  na- 
tional aims  bring  ample  protection  and  peaceful  pro- 
gress to  all  sections  of  the  Republic. 
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In  the  grave  questions  wLifli  now  agitate  the  pohu- 
try,  no  State  has  a  more  profound  concern  Ibnn  Penn- 
sylvania. Occupying  a  geographical  position  between 
the  North  and  the  South,  the  East  and  the  Weat.  with 
the  great  aveuues  of  travel  and  trade  passing  through 
her  borders,  carrying  on  an  extensive  commerce  wilh 
her  neighbors,  in  the  vast  and  varied  productions  of 
her  eoil,  her  mines  and  her  manufactnring  industry, 
and  bound  lo  them  by  the  ties  of  kindred  and  social 
intercourse,  the  question  of  disunion  involves  moment- 
ous consequences  to  her  people.  The  second  of  the 
thirty-three  States  in  popiuation,  and  the  first  in  ma- 
terial resources,  it  is  due  both  to  ourselves  and  lo  the 
other  States,  that  the  position  and  sentiments  of  Penn- 
sylvania on  the  question  should  be  distinctly  under- 
stood. 

All  the  elements  of  wealth  and  greatness  have  been 
spread  over  the  State  by  a  kind  Providence  with  pro- 
fuse liberality.  Our  temperate  climate,  productive 
soil,  and  inexhaustible  mineral  wealth,  have  stinin- 
lated  the  industry  of  our  people  and  improved  the  skill 
of  our  mechanics.  To  develop,  enlarge  and  protect  tiio 
interests  which  grow  out  of  our  natural  advantages, 
have  become  cardinal  principles  of  political  economy  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  opinion  evciy  where  prevails 
among  our  people  tliat  development,  progress  and 
wealth  depend  on  educated  and  requited  laboi ;  and 
that  labor,  and  the  interests  sustained  by  it,  should  be 
adequately  protected  against  foreign  competition. — 
The  people  of  Pennsylvania  have  always  favored  that 
policy  which  aims  to  elevate  and  foster  the  industry 
of  the  country  in  the  collection  of  revenue  for  ihe 
support  of  the  General  Government;  and  whenever 
they  have  had  the  opportunity,  in  a  fair  election,  iiiey 
have  vindicated  that  policy  at  the  ballot-box.  When 
their  trade  was  prostrated  and  their  industry  para- 
lyzed by  the  legislation  of  the  General  Oovernnient, 
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which  favored  adverse  interests,  they  waited  palifutly 
(or  the  return  of  another  opportunitj  to  declare  he 
public  will  in  a  constitutional  manner.  In  the  late 
election  of  President  of  the  United  States,  the  principle 
of  protection  was  one  of  the  prominent  issues. — With 
the  proceedings  of  OongtcBB  at  its  last  session  fresh 
in  their  memories,  a  large  majority  of  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania  enrolled  themselves  in  an  organ izatitm, 
which,  in  its  declaration  of  principles,  promised,  if 
successful,  to  be  faithful  to  their  suffering  intere^its 
and  languishing  industry.  Protection  to  labor  was 
one  of  the  great  principles  of  its  platform;  it  was  in- 
scribed on  its  banners;  it  was  advocated  by  its  p'lbllc 
journals;  and  throughout  tlie  canvass  it  was  a  leading 
text  of  the  orators  of  the  successful  party. 

This  is  a  propitious  movement  to  declare  that  while 
the  people  of  Pennsylvania  were  not  indifferent  lo 
other  vital  issues  of  the  canvass,  they  were  demanding 
justice  for  themselves  in  the  recent  election,  and  had 
no  deeign  to  interfere  with  or  abridge  the  rights  of  the 
people  of  other  States.  The  growth  of  our  State  had 
been  retarded  by  the  abrogation  of  the  principle  of 
protection  from  the  revenue  laws  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment; bankruptcy  had  crushed  the  energies  of  many 
of  our  most  enterprising  citizens;  hut  no  voire  of 
disloyalty  or  treason  was  heard,  nor  was  an  arm  raisi?d 
to  offer  violence  to  the  sacred  fabric  of  our  National 
Union.  Conscious  of  their  rights  and  their  power,  our 
people  looked  to  the  baliot-box  alone  as  the  legal  rem- 
edy for  existing  evils. 

In  the  present  unhappy  condition  of  the  country,  it 
will  be  our  duty  to  unite  with  the  people  of  the  States 
which  remain  loyal  to  the  XJoion,  in  any  just  and  hon- 
orable measures  of  conciliation  and  fraternal  kindness. 
Let  us  invite  them  to  join  us  in  the  fulfilment  of  all  our 
obligations  under  the  Federal  Constitution  and  laws. 
Then  we  can  cordially  unite  with  them  in  claiming  like 
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obedience  from  those  States  which  have  reuouiiced 
their  allegiance.  If  the  loyal  States  iiiv  just  aod  mod- 
erate, without  any  sacrifice  or  right  or  self-respect,  the 
threatened  danger  may  be  averted. 

Ours  is  a  National  Government.  It  has  withlu  the 
sphere  of  its  action  all  the  attributes  of  sovereignry, 
and  among  these  are  the  right  and  duty  of  seU-preser- 
vatiou.  It  is  based  upon  a  compact  to  which  all  Ihe 
people  of  the  United  States  are  parties.  It  is  Ihe 
result  of  mutual  concessions,  which  were  made  for 
the  purpose  of  secnring  reciprocal  benefltH.  It  acts  di- 
rectly on  the  people,  anil  they  owe  it  a  personal  alle- 
giance. No  part  of  the  people,  no  State  nor  combina- 
tion of  States,  can  voluntarily  secede  from  the  Union, 
nor  absolve  themselves  from  their  obligations  to  it. 
To  permit  a  State  to  withdraw  at  pleasure  from  the 
Union,  without  the  consent  of  the  rest,  is  to  couf'-ss 
that  our  government  is  a  failure.  Pennsylvania  can 
never  acquiesce  in  such  a  conspiracy,  nor  assent  to  a 
doctrine  which  involves  the  destruction  of  the  govern- 
ment. If  the  government  is  to  exist,  all  the  require- 
ments of  the  Constitution  must  b''  obeyed;  and  it 
must  have  power  adequate  to  the  enforcement  of  ^he 
supreme  law  of  the  land  in  every  State.  II  is  the  lirst 
duty  of  the  National  authorities  to  siry  the  progress 
of  anarchy  and  enforce  the  laws,  and  Pennsylvaniii. 
with  a  united  people,  will  give  them  an  honest,  fnith- 
ful  and  active  support.  The  people  mean  to  preserve 
the  integrity  of  the  Natioual  Union  at  every  hazard. 

The  Constituition  which  was  originally  framed  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  thirteen  States  and  four  mil- 
lions of  people,  in  less  than  three  quarters  of  a  cen- 
tury has  embraced  thirty-three  States  and  thirty  mil- 
lions of  inhabitants.  Our  territory  has  been  extended 
over  new  climates,  including  people  with  new  interests 
and  wants,  and  the  government  has  protected  them 
all.  Every  thing  requisite  to  the  perpetuity  of  the 
Union  and  its  expanding  power,  would  seem  to  have 
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been  foreseen  and  provided  for  by  the  wisdom  and 
sagacity  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution. 

It  ia  all  we  desire  or  hope  for,  and  all  that  our  fellow- 
countrymen  who  complain,  can  reasonably  demand. 
It  provides  that  amendments  may  lie  proposod  by 
Congress;  and  whenever  the  necessity  to  amend  shall 
occur,  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  will  give  to  the 
amendments  which  Congress  may  propose,  the  careful 
and  deliberate  consideration  which  their  Importance 
may  demand.  Change  is  not  always  progress,  and  a 
people  who  have  lived  so  long,  and  enjoyed  ao  much 
prosperity,  who  have  so  many  sacred  memories  of 
the  past,  and  such  rich  legacies  to  transmit  to  the  fu- 
ture, should  deliberate  loug  aud  seriously  before  they 
attempt  to  alter  any  of  Hij;  fiindji mental  principles  of 
the  great  charter  of  our  liberties. 

I  assume  the  duties  of  thi»  high  oflice  at  the  most 
trying  period  of  our  natiomil  history.  The  public 
mind  is  agitated  by  fears,  suspicions  and  jealousies. 
Serious  apprehensions  of  tlie  future  pervade  the  peo- 
ple. A  preconcerted  and  organized  effort  has  been 
made  to  disturb  the  stability  of  government,  dissolve 
the  anion  of  the  States,  and  mar  the  symetry  and 
order  of  the  noblest  political  strui'ture  ever  devised 
and  enacted  by  human  wisdom.  It  shall  be  my  ear- 
nest endeavor  to  justify  the  confidence  which  you 
have  reposed  in  me,  and  to  deserve  your  approbation. 
With  a  consciousness  of  the  rectitude  of  my  inten- 
tions, with  no  resentments  to  cherish,  no  enmities  t'^ 
avenge,  no  wish  but  the  public  good  to  gratify,  and 
with  a  profound  souse  of  the  solemnity  of  my  posi- 
tion, I  humbly  invoke  the  assistance  of  our  Heavenly 
Father,  in  whom  alone  is  my  dependence,  that  His 
strength  may  sustain  and  His  wisdom  guide  me.  With 
Hie  divine  aid  I  shall  apply  myself  faithfully  and  fear- 
lessly to  my  responsible  duties,  and  abide  the  judg- 
ment of  a  generous  people. 
!!— Vol.  VIII— Ith  Set. 
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Invoking;  the  blessiug  of  the  God  of  oup  fatliers 
upou  our  State  and  Nation,  it  Blinll  be  the  highest  ob- 
ject of  my  ambition  to  contribute  to  the  glorr  of  the 
Commonwealth,  maintain  the  civil  and  religious  privi- 
leges of  the  people,  and  promote  the  union,  prosperitj" 
and  happiness  ot  the  counfry. 

A.  G.  fURTlN. 


To  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate  Giving  Notice  of  the 
Appointment  of  Eli  Slifer  to  be  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

Executive  Chamber, 
ITiMrisburg,  Jnanary  16,  18(il. 
To  the  Hon.  Robert  U.  Talmer. 

Speaker  of  llie  Senate: 
Sir: 

BK  PLEASED  TO  INFORM  THE  SENATE  THAT 
I  have  trhis  day  appointed  and  coromiBtiioned  Eli 
Slifer  to  he  Secretary  of  the   Conunonwealth, 
agreeably  to  the  eighth  serlion  of  tlio  sei'ond  artiole 
of  tlie  Constitution. 

I  have  (he  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Resolutions  of  the  As- 
sembly of  New  York  Sustaining  the  Policy  of  Pres- 
ident Lincoln. 

Executive  Chamber. 
Harrisburg,  January  21.  1861. 
Gentlemen: — 

I    HEREWITH    TRANSMIT    TO    THE    LEGISLA- 
ture  a  copy  of  the  "concurrent  rcRolutions  ten- 
dering aid  to  the  President  of  the  United  Stales 
in  support  of  the  Constitution  aud  the  Union,"  for- 
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warded  to  me  by  His  Excellency,  Edwin  D.  Morgan, 
Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 


Concurrent  Resolutions  Tendering  Aid  to  the  Preaident  of 

the  United  States  In  Support  of  the  Constitution  and  th« 

Union. 

State  of  New  Tork' 
In  Assemblf,  January  11,  1861. 

WheresB,  Treason,  as  deflned  by  the  Constitution  ol  the 
United  States,  exists  In  one  or  more  of  the  States  ol  tbia  Con- 
fed  erac?; 

And  whereas,  The  Insurgent  StAte  of  South  Carolina,  after 
selling  the  postofflce,  custom  house,  moneys  and  fortifications 
of  the  Federal  Oovernmtnt,  has,  by  firing;  into  a  vessel  ordered 
hy  the  Government  to  convey  troops  and  provisions  to  Fort 
Sumpter,  virtually  declared  war: 

And  whereas,  The  forts  and  property  of  the  United  States 
Qovernment.  In  Georgia,  Alabama  and  Louisiana,  have  been 
unlawfully  seized,  with  hostile  intentions: 

And  whereas  further,  Senators  In  Congress  avow  and  main- 
tain their  treasonable  acts;    therefore, 

Resolved,  (If  the  Senate  concur),  That  the  Legislature  of 
New  York,  profoundly  impressed  with  the  value  of  the  Union, 
and  determined  to  preserve  it  unimpaired,  hail  with  joy  the 
recent  flrro,  dlgnl&ed  and  patriotic  special  message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  and  that  we  tender  to  him,  through 
the  Chief  Magistrate  of  our  own  State,  whatever  aid.  in  men 
and  money,  he  may  require,  to  enable  him  to  enforce  the  laws 
and  uphold  the  anthorlty  of  the  Federal  Government.  And 
that  In  defence  of  "the  more  perfect  Union,"  which  has  con- 
ferred prosperity  and  happiness  upon  the  American  people,  re- 
newing the  pledge  given  and  redeemed  by  our  fathers,  we  are 
ready  to  devote  "our  fortunes,  our  lives,  and  our  sacred  honor" 
In  upholding  the  Union  and  the  Constitution. 

Resolved,  (If  the  Senate  concur),  That  the  Unlon-lovlng 
Representative  a  and  cItlzenB  of  Delaware.  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  Kentucky,  Missouri  and  Tennessee,  who  tabor 
with  devoted  courage  and  patriotism  to  withhold  their  States 
from  the  vortex  of  secession,  are  entitled  to  the  gratitude  and 
admiration  of  the  whole  people. 
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Resolved,  {it  the  Senate  concur),  That  the  Qovernor  be 
respGCttuUy  reijuested  to  forward,  forthwiih,  copies  ol  the  fore- 
going reaolutiona  to  the  Preeident  of  the  Nation  and  the  Oov- 
eraora  of  all  the  States  of  the  Union. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Trustees  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Lunatic  Hospital. 

Exet-utive  Obaoiber, 
Harrisburg,  Januaiy  2S,  1801. 
Seniitors: — 

I  no  J[EHEnY  XOMISATE  FOK  THE  .VDVICE 
ami  ronaent  of  the  Senate,  in  conformity  with 
the  reiinirepients  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of 
Aflsemhly  of  the  14th  of  April.  A.  D.  1845,  establishing 
an  asylum  for  the  insane  poor  of  the  Commonwealth, 
Miles  Green,  Esq.,  of  the  county  of  Unntiugdon,  anil 
Andrew  J.  Jones,  Esq.,  and  George  Dock,  M,  D.,  of 
the  county  of  Daui>hin,  to  he  trustees  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Lunatic  hosjjital,  for  three  years  from  the 
seventh  day  of  Feln-uary  next. 

A.  G.  OUHTIN. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Resolutions  of  tiie  As- 
sembly of  Virginia  with  Regard  to  the  Impending 
War  of  the  Rebellion. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  2?.  1801. 
Gentlemen: — 

I    HEREWITH    TRANSMIT    TO    THE     LEGISL.\- 
tnre   a   copy   of   the   'Tivamhle  and   resolutions 
adopted   by   the  General   Asseinliiy  of   Virginia, 
■January  l!l,  1861,"  forwarded  to  nie  by  His  Excellency, 
John  I-etcher,  Governor  of  the  Slajte  of  Virginia. 

A,  G.  CrRTI>4 
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Preamble  and  Reaolutlons  Adopted  by  the  General  Assembly 
ot  Virginia,  January  19,  1S61. 

Whereas,  It  Is  the  deliberate  opinion  at  the  General  Aasem- 
bly  of  Virginia,  tbat  unlesH  the  unhappy  controversy,  which 
now  divides  (he  States  of  this  Confederacy,  shall  be  eatls- 
Rictorily  adjusted,  a  permauent  dlssoIutioD  of  the  TTnlon  Is 
Inevitable;  and  the  General  Assembly,  representing  the  wishes 
ot  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth,  Is  desirous  of  employing 
every  reasonable  means  to  avert  so  dire  a  calamity,  and  de* 
termlned  to  make  a  final  ettort  to  restore  the  Union,  and  the 
Constitution,  In  the  spirit  In  which  tbey  were  established  by 
the  fathers  of  the  Republic;    therefore. 

Resolved,  That  on  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth  ot  Virginia, 
an  invitation  Is  hereby  extended  to  all  such  States,  whether 
Slaveholdlng  or  non-slavcholding,  as  are  willing  to  unite  with 
Virginia  in  an  earneiit  effort  to  adjust  the  present  unhappy 
controversies,  !n  the  spirit  In  which  the  Constitution  was  orig- 
inally formed  and  consistently  with  Its  principles,  ?o  as  to 
afford  to  the  people  of  the  slaveholdlng  States  adequate  guar- 
anties tor  the  security  ot  their  rights,  to  appoint  commission- 
ers to  meet,  on  the  4tb  day  of  February  next,  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  similar  commissioners  appointed  by  Virginia, 
to  consider,  and.  If  practlcnble.  agree  upon  some  suitable  ad- 
justment. 

Resolved,  Tbat  Bx-president  John  Tyler,  William  C.  Rives, 
Jndge  John  B.  Brock  en  b  rough,  George  W.  Sumnera  and  James 
A.  Seddon  are  hereby  appointed  commlBaionera,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  repair  to  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the  day  desig- 
nated In  the  foregoing  resolution,  to  meet  such  commissioners 
as  may  be  appointed  by  any  of  the  said  States,  In  accordance 
with  the  foregoing  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  It  said  commissioners,  after  full  and  free 
conference,  shall  agree  upon  any  plan  of  adjustment  requir- 
ing amendments  ot  the  Federal  Constitution,  for  the  further 
security  ot  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  slaveholdlng  States, 
tbey  be  requested  to  communicate  the  proposed  amendments 
ta  Congress,  for  the  purpose  ot  having  the  same  submitted  by 
that  body,  according  to  the  forms  ot  the  Constitution,  to  the  - 
several  States  for  ratification. 

Resolved,  Tbat  If  said  commissioners  cannot  agree  en  such 
adjustment,  or.  If  agreeing.  Congress  shall  refuse  to  submit, 
tor  ratification,  such  amendments  as  may  be  proposed,  then 
the  commissioners  ot  this  State  shall  immediately  communi- 
cate the  result  to  the  Executive  ot  this  Commonwealth,  to  be 
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by  him  laid   before  the  comeotlon   ot  Ihe  people  at  Virginia 
and  the  General  Assembly:     Provided.    That   the  s. 
missloDers  be  subject,  at  all  times,  to  the  coutrol  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  or  if  In  eeseion,  to  tliat  oF  the  State  Conven- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virginia,  tlie  propositioDB  embraced  in  the  resolutions  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  by  the  Hon.  Jolin  J. 
CrlttendeD,  so  modified  as  titai  the  tlrst  article  proposed  as  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States',  shall 
apply  to  all  the  territory  o£  the  United  States  now  held,  or 
hereafter  acquired,  south  of  latitude  thirty-sis  degrees  aod 
thirty  minutes,  and  provide  that  slavery  of  the  African  race 
shall  be  effectually  protected  as  property  therein,  dur>ng  the 
continuance  of  the  territorial  government;  and  the  fourth  ar- 
ticle shall  secure  to  the  owners  of  slaves  the  right  of  transit, 
with  their  slaves,  between  and  through  the  non-slaveholdlng 
States  and  Teritorles,  constitute  the  basis  of  such  an  adjust- 
ment of  the  unhappy  controversy  which  now  divides  Ihe  States 
of  this  Confederacy,  as  would  be  accepted  by  the  people  ol 
this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved.  That  Es-preaident  John  Tyler  la  hereby  appointed, 
by  the  concurrent  vote  o(  each  branch  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly,  a  commissioner  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
Judge  John  R.  Robertson  Is  hereby  appointed,  by  a  lil^e  vote, 
a  commissioner  to  the  State  of  South  Cnrollna,  and  Ihe  other 
States  that  have  seceded,  or  shall  secede,  with  inFlructions, 
respectfully,  to  request  the  Preakient  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  authorities  of  such  States,  to  agree  to  abstain,  pending  the 
proceedings  contemplated  by  the  action  of  this  General  As- 
sembly, from  any  and  all  acts  calculated  to  produce  a  collision 
of  arms  between  the  Slates  and  the  government  of  the  United 
States. 

Resolved.  That  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  forth- 
with telegraphed  to  the  Executives  of  the  several  States,  and 
also  to  the  President  of  the  United  States;  and  that  the  Gov- 
ernor be  requested  to  Inform,  without  delay,  the  commis- 
sioners of  their  appointment  by  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

A  copy  from  the  rolls. 

WM.  F.  GORDON,  Jr.. 
C.  H.  D.  and  K.  R.  of  Va. 


I 
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To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Resolutions  of  the 
Assembly  of  Tennessee  Concerning  the  Status  of 
Slavery. 

Exet'iitive  Ohambor, 
Harrisburj;,  January  28,  1861. 
Gentlemen: — 

1  HEREWITH  TRANSMIT  TO  THE  LEGISLA- 
ture  a  copy  of  the  '"ReBolution  proposing  simend- 
meuts  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States," 
passed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nesBee,  January  22,  18R1,  as  also  of  the  letter  of  His 
Excellency,  Isham  G.  Harris,  floveinor  of  the  said 
State,  accompanying  the  same. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 

Executive  Department, 
Nashville,   January   23,   1861. 
Sir— I  have  the  honor  to   transmit  tu   your  Excellency  the 
Joint   resolutloDS  of  the  General   Asaenihly  of   the  State  of 
Tennessee,  to  which  the  early  attention  of  your  State  la  re- 
spectfully invited. 

Very  respectfully, 

ISHAM  G.  HARRIS. 
To  His  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 


Resolutions  Proposing  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States, 
Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tenneeeee, 
That  a  convention  of  delegates  from  all  the  slaveholdlng  States 
should  assemble  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  or  such  other  place 
as  a  majority  of  the  States  co-operating  may  designate,  on 
the  4th  day  of  February,  1861,  to  digest  and  define  a  basis 
upon  which,  if  possible,  the  Federal  Union  and  the  constitu- 
tional rights  of  the  slave  States  may  be  perpetuated  and  pre- 

Reaolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee appoint  a  number  of  delegates  to  said  convention,  of 
our  ablest  and  wisest  men,  equal  to  our  whole  delegation  !n 
Congress;  and  that  the  Governor  of  Tennessee  immediately 
[nrolsh  copies  of  these  resolutions  to  the  Governors  of  the 
slaveholdlng  States,  an-1  urge  tbe  participation  of  ^uch  States 
fn  said  conrentlon. 
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That  In  the  opinion  of  this  General  Afsembly, 
such  plan  of  adjuetment  shall  embrace  the  followtng  propost- 
tlona.  as  amenilmentB  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States: 
'laratary  amendment  that  Afrkau  slaves,  as  held 
under  the  instUutiona  of  the  slaveholdlng  States,  shall  be 
recognized  as  properly,  and  entitled  to  the  slatua  of  other 
property  In  the  States  where  slavery  exiatB.  tn  all  places 
within  the  exduslve  Jurladlction  of  Congress  In  the  slave 
States,  In  all  the  Terltorles  south  of  3G  deg.  30  mln.,  In  the 
District  of  Columbia,  In  transit  and  whilst  temporarily  so- 
journing with  the  owner  In  the  non-slaveboldlng  States  and 
Territories  north  of  36  deg.  30  min.,  and  when  fugitives  from 
the  owner  in  the  several  plates  above  named,  aa  well  as  In 
all  places  In  the  exclusive  Jurisdiction  of  Congress  In  Ihe  non- 
slaveholding  States. 

2.  That  all  the  territory  now  owned,  or  which  may  be  here- 
after acquired,  by  the  United  States,  south  of  the  parallel  of 
3B  deg.  30  min,,  African  slavery  shall  be  recogniicd  as  exist- 
ing, and  be  protected  by  all  the  departments  of  the  Federal 
and  Territorial  Governments,  and  in  all  north  of  that  line, 
now  owned  or  to  be  acquired.  It  shall  not  be  recognized  as  ei- 
isting;  and  whenever  States  formed  out  of  any  of  eaid  ter- 
ritory south  of  EBld  line,  having  a  populHtlon  enual  to  thai  of 
a  congressional  district,  shall  apply  for  admission  into  the 
Union,  the  same  shall  be  admitted  as  slave  States,  whilst 
States  north  of  the  line  formed  out  of  said  territory,  and  hav- 
ing a  population  equal  to  a  congressional  district,  shall  he  ad- 
mitted without  silvery;  but  the  States  formed  out  of  said 
territory,  north  and  south,  having  been  admitted  as  members 
of  the  Union,  shall  have  all  the  powers  over  the  Institution 
of  slavery  possessed  by  the  other  States  of  the  Union, 

3.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  abolish  slavery  In 
places  under  its  exclusive  jurisdiction,  and  situate  within  the 
limits  of  Slates  that  pertnit  the  holding  of  slaves, 

4.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  abolish  slavery  within 
the  District  of  Columbia  as  long  as  It  exists  In  the  adjoining 
States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  or  either,  nor  without  the 
consent  of  the  inhabitants,  nor  without  just  compensation 
made  to  such  owners  of  slaves  as  do  not  consent  to  such  abo- 
lishment. Nor  shall  Congress  at  any  time  prohibit  officers  of 
the  Federal  Government  or  members  of  Congress,  whose  du- 
ties require  them  to  be  in  said  District,  from  bringing  with 
them  their  slaves,  and  holding  them  as  such,  during  the  time 
their  duties  may  require  them  to  remain  there,  and  afterwards 
take  them  from  the  District. 
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s  shall  have  no  power  to  prohibit  or  binder  the 
transportation  of  slaves  from  one  State  to  another,  or  the  ter- 
iltory  In  which  slaves  are  by  law  permitted  to  •>e  held, 
whether  than  transportation  be  by  land,  navigable  rivers  or 
by  seas. 

.  In  addition  to  the  fugitive  stave  clause,  provide,  that 
when  a  slave  has  been  demanded  of  the  Executive  i  uthorlty 
of  the  State  to  which  he  has  fled.  If  he  ia  not  delivered,  and 
the  owner  permitted  to  carry  him  out  of  the  State  In  peace, 
the  State  30  falling  to  deliver,  shall  pay  to  the  owner  the 
Ymlue  of  such  slave,  and  such  damages  as  he  may  have  sus- 
tained in  attempting  to  reclaim  hla  slave,  and  secure  his  right 
of  action  In  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  with  exe- 
cution ag^nst  the  rroperty  of  such  State  and  the  Individuals 
thereof. 

7.  No  future  amendment  of  the  Constitution  shall  affect  the 
-  six  preceding  articles,  nor  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second 

section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  nor  the  third 
paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
Constitution;  and  no  amendments  shall  be  made  to  the  Con- 
fltitntlon  which  will  authorize  or  give  to  Congress  any  power 
to  abolish  or  interfere  with  slavery  In  any  of  the  States  by 
whose  laws  It  IS,  or  may  he  allowed  or  permitted. 

8.  That  slave  property  shall  be  rendered  secure  In  transit 
throngh,  or  whilst  temporarily  sojourning  In  non-slaveboldlng 
States  or  Territories,  or  In  the  District  of  Columbia. 

S.  An  amendment  to  the  effect  that  all  fugitives  are  to  be 
deemed  those  offending  the  laws  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  the 
State,  and  who  escape  therefrom  to  other  States;  and  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  each  State  to  suppress  armed  invasions  of  an- 
other State. 

Resolved,  That  ssid  Convention  of  the  slaveholding  States, 
having  agreed  upon  a  basis  of  adjustment  satisfactory  to 
themselves,  should.  In  the  opinion  of  this  Qenerat  Assembly, 
refer  It  to  a  Convention  of  all  the  States,  slaveholding  and  non- 
slaveholdlng,  In  the  manner  following: 

Tt  should  Invite  all  States  friendly  to  such  plan  of  adjust- 
ment, to  elect  delegates  In  such  manner  to  reflect  the  popular 
win,  to  assemble  In  a  Constitutional  Convention  of  all  the 
States,  north  and  south,  to  be  held  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  on 

the  day  of  February,  I86I,  to  revise  and  perfect 

such  plan  of  adjustment,  for  its  reference  for  final  ratlflca- 
llon  and  adoption  by  a  Convention  of  the  States  respectively. 

Resolved,    That  should  a  plan  of  adjustment,  satisfactory 
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to  the  south,  not  be  aceeded  by  a  requtsite  cumber  of  Statee 
to  perfect  amendments  to  the  Conalltiitlon  ut  the  Unlt'td  States. 
ft  ia  the  opinion  of  this  Geoeral  Assembly  that  the  slavebold- 
Ing  States  ahould  adopt  tor  themselvea  tbe  Conetitutlon  of 
the  United  States,  with  uuch  ameadments  ua  may  be  satletac- 
tory  to  the  slaveholdlng  Slateii,  and  that  they  should  Invite 
Into  the  Union  with  them  all  States  ot  the  north  which  are 
wining  to  abide  such  amended  CoiiBtitution  and  frame  of 
Governmoni,  severing  at  once  all  connections  with  Stales  re- 
fuBing  eucb  reiisoiiable  guarantees  to  our  future  eafety;  such 
renewed  conditions  of  Fe<leral  Union  being  Qriit  submitted  for 
ratifleatlon  to  Conventions  ot  all  the  States  respectively. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  the  State  ot  Tennessee  fur- 
nish copies  of  these  resolutions  Immediately  to  the  Governors 
o(  the  nou-Blaveholdlng  States. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Resolutions  of  Ap- 
proval of  the  Policy  of  President  Lincoln  by  the 
Assembly  of  Ohio. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburi;,  Jamuiiy  2S,  IStil. 
Gentlemen: — 

I    HEREWITH    THAXWMIT    TO    THE    I.EtilSLA- 
ture  a  copy  of  llic  "Joint  lesoUitioiis  of  the  (itn- 
ei'iil  Assembly  of  tlie  Plati'  of  Oliio,  luisisi'd  Jsm- 
uai-y  12,  ISfil."  forwiirdcd  to  me  by  His  Excellency. 
William  Dennison.  Governor  of  the  said  State  of  Ohio. 
A.  (!.  CI  KTIX. 

Joint   Resolutions   of   the   General   Assembly   of   the   State   ot 
Ohio,  Passed  January  12,  18GI. 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  as 
follows:  1.  That  the  people  of  Ohio,  believing  that  the  preser- 
vation of  (he  unity  ot  Government  that  constitutes  the  Ameri- 
can people  one  people,  is  essential  to  the  support  of  their  tran- 
quility at  home,  of  their  peace  abroad,  of  their  safety,  of  their 
prosperity,  and  of  that  very  liberty  which  they  so  highly 
prize,  are  firmly  and  ardently  attached  to  the  National  Con- 
stitution and  the  Union  of  Stales. 
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2.  that  the  General  Government  c&nnot  permit  the  seceealon 
of  aD7  State  without  violating  the  obligations  by  which  It 
is  bound,  under  the  compact,  to  the  other  States  and  to  every 
citizen  ot  the  United  States. 

S.  That  whilst  the  constUutlonal  rigbtH  ol  every  State  in 
the  Union  should  be  preserved  Inviolate,  the  powers  and  au- 
thority of  the  National  Government  must  be  maintained,  and 
the  laws  of  CongreBa  faithfully  enforced,  In  every  State  and 
Territory,  until  repealed  by  CongresB  or  adjudged  to  be  un- 
constitutional by  the  proper  Judicial  tribunal;  aud  all  at- 
tempts by  State  authorities  to  nullify  the  Constitution  ot  the 
United  States  or  the  laws  'of  the  Federal  Government,  or  to 
resist  the  eiecution  thereof,  are  revolutionary  in  their  char- 
acter, and  tend  to  the  disruption  of  the  best  and  wisest  system 
of  government  In  the  world. 

4.  That  the  people  ot  Ohio  are  Inflexibly  opposed  to  Inter- 
meddling with  the  internal   affairs  and  domestic  relalions  of 

■  the  other  States  ot  the  Union,  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the 
same  extent  as  they  are  opposed  to  any  interference  by  the 
people  ot  other  States  with  their  domestic  concerns. 

5.  That  it  is  the  will  and  purpose  of  the  people  of  Ohio  to 
fulfil,  in  good  faith,  ail  their  obligations  under  the  Constitu- 
tion ot  the  United  States,  according  to  the  spirit  and  Intent 
thereof;  and  they  demand  the  faithful  discharge  of  'he  same 
duty  by  every  State  in  the  Union,  and  thus,  as  tar  as  may  be. 
to  insure  tranquility  between  the  State  ot  Ohio  and  t^be  other 
States. 

6.  That  It  Is  Incumbent  upon  any  States  having  enactments 
on  their  statute  books  conflicting  with,  or  rendering  less  effi- 
cient the  Constitution  or  laws  ot  the  United  States,  to  repeal 
them;  and  It  Is  equally  incumbent  upon  the  Geperal  Govern- 
ment and  the  several  States,  to  secure  to  every  citizen  of  the 
Union  his  rights  in  every  State,  uniier  that  proviaionH  of  the 
Constitution  which  guaranties  to  tbe  citizens  of  each  State 
ail  the  privileges  and  Immunities  of  the  citizens  ot  the  sev- 
eral States,  and  thus  inspire  and  restore  confldence  and  a  spirit 
of  fraternal  feeling  between  the  different  States  of  the  Union. 

7.  That  the  Uninn-loving  citizens  ot  thoae  States  who  have 
labored,  and  still  labor  with  devotional  courage  and  patriotism, 
to  withhold  their  States  from  the  vortex  ot  secession,  are  en- 
titled to  tbe  admiration  and  gratitude  ot  tbe  whole  American 
people. 

8.  That  we  hall  with  joy  tbe  recent  firm,  dignified  and  pa- 
triotic special  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  ftEtee. 
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and  that  the  entire  iiower  and  resources  of  Ohio  are  hereby 
pledged,  whenever  necessary  and  demanded,  tor  the  mainte- 
nance, under  strict  subordination  Lo  tlie  civil  authority,  of  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  General  Government,  by  whomso- 
ever ad  in  in  is  tared. 

9.  That  the  Governor  Le  requested  to  forward,  forthwith, 
copies  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  the  President  oF  the  Na- 
tion, and  to  the  Governore  of  all  the  States  ot  the  Union,  and 
to  each  ot  the  Senators  and  Representatives  in  CongresH  from 
this  State,  to  tie  l>y  them  presented  to  each  branch  ot  the  Na- 
tional Legislature. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Resolutions  of  the 
Maine  Legislatvire  Concerning  a  Uniform  Deci- 
mal System  of  VVeis;hts  and  Measures. 

Execntive  Ohamber, 
Rarrisburg,  Febmarj'  5,  1861. 
Gentlemen: — 

IHEREWrTR  TRANSMIT  TO  THE  GENER.M, 
Assi-iiiijly  llif  jesohitious  "f  IIil'  Slate  of  M;iinc. 
entitled  "Resolves  in  relation  to  an  iinifonii  di'ci- 
inal  s.vsteni  of  wdBlrts,  nn^asnres  and  eiirreiieies," 
forwarded  to  me  b.y  His  Exeellenv.v,  Israel  Waslibiiru, 
Jr.,  (lovernor  of  the  said  Slate,  with  tlie  rei|Wi'st  tliat 
they  be  transmitted  to  the  LeyislaturL'  of  this  State. 
A.  G.  CURTIN. 

State  of  Maine — Resolves  in  Relation  to  an  Uniform  Decimal 
System  ot  Weights,  Measures  and  CurrencicF, 
Whereas,  There  now  exists  throughout  the  civilized  world 
divers  unequal,  incongruous  and  inconvenient  systems  ot 
weights,  measures  and  currencies,  without  a  proper  basis 
or  any  uniform  ratio  of  divisions  and  multiples— thus 
subjecting  the  scholar,  the  teacher,  and  the  man  of  business 
to  numerous  and  needless  perplexities  In  computation  and  in 
trade,  and  making  It  a  most  difficult  task  to  determine  the 
absolute  or  the  comparative  value  of  many  coins,  quantities 
and  admeasurements  now  In  use: 
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And  whereas,  A  reform  In  regard  to  these  Inequalities  and 
■ireEalarlties  Is  demanded  b;  the  highest  Interests  of  educa- 
tion and  commerce;    therefore. 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  In  Con- 
greas  be  requested  to  use  their  Influence  to  have  that  body 
conalder  tbe  proposed  subject,  and  establish  an  uniform  deci- 
mal system  of  weights,  meaeurea  and  currencies — fixing  their 
standardB  or  units  of  each  measure,  with  their  ?ub-dlvislona 
or  multiples.  In  the  most  concise  and  simple  manner — and  that 
the  more  effectually  to  promote  this  desirable  reform,  an  in- 
ternational commlfision  be  recommended,  for  tbe  purpose  of 
producing  an  uniform  system  of  meteorology  throughout  the 
commercial  world; 

And  whereas,  Any  great  reform  of  this  kind  can  be  success- 
fully completed  only  by  the  aid  of  sclentlQc  men: 

And  whereas,  It  Is  necessary  tor  the  end  In  view  to  bring 
to  requisition  the  greateEt  ability  and  Ingenuity  to  be  found 
in  the   nation;     therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  be  recommended  to  offer  a  worthy 
premium  to  any  citizen  of  tbe  United  States,  who  shall  devise 
the  best  system  of  decimal  weights,  measures  and  currencies — 
the  question  of  merit  to  be  decided  by  tbe  comnilseion,  to 
which  the  whole  subject  shall  be  entrusted. 

Resolved,  That  tbe  Secretary  of  State  be  instructed  to  for- 
ward printed  roples  of  these  resolves  to  our  Sena'ors  and  Rep- 
resentatives In  Congress. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  a  Proposition  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Concerning  Financial 
Assistance  to  the  General  Government  by  the 
States. 

Executive  Chamber. 
Harriaburg,  February  8.  1861. 
Gentlemen: — 

I   HEREWITH  TRANSMIT  TO  YOU  A  COPY  OF 
a  communication   which   hon  ju»t  been  received 
rrora  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States.     The  subject  is  fuly  explained  in  the  letter. 
Ab  I  believe  it  to  bo  the  dutv  of  the  several  Fltates  to 
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nuiiiitain,  in  every  possible  way,  the  finnociul  credit 
of  the  General  Govt'niment,  I  recommend  that  imme- 
diate action  be  lalieo  by  tJie  LegiBlature  upon  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  the  communication. 

A.  Q.  CURTIN. 

I>BTTBR  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY. 

Treasury  Department, 
Washington,  7th  Feb..  1861, 
HIb  Excellency,  Andrew  G.  Curtln,  Governor  of  the  State  o( 
Pennsylvania: 
Sli^In  a  letter  to  the  Cbairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Mean»  of  the  House  o(  Representatives,  o(  the  ISth  ultimo. 
I  suseested  that  the  depoelts  of  mone;  with  the  States  by  the 
Federal   Government,   under   the   act  of   Congress   of   the   23d 
ot  June,   183f>.  migbl   be  made   instrumental  to  tbe  Bupport  ot 
the  public  credit,   by  pledging  them  as  security  for  the  re- 
payment ot  a  loan  by  the  United  States.     Such  a  loan  will  be 
necessary  In  a  few  days,  and  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  would 
greatly  facilitate  tbe  ob]ect  by  agreeing  to  guarantee  bonds  of 
the  United  Stales  to  tbe  amount  she  has  received  and  pledged 
her  faith  to  repay. 

Aa  tbe  loan  must  be  advertised  in  a  few  days,  prompt  ac- 
tion is  Indispensable.  I  take  tbe  liberty  of  enclosing  a  pre- 
amble and  resolution  giving  tbe  requisite  authority  to  the  prin- 
cipal financial  officer  of  your  State.  A  similar  preamble  and 
resolution  have  been  introduced  Into  the  Legislature  of  New 
York,  and  I  am  assured  will  be  speedily  adopted. 

As  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Is  designated  by  the  act 
of  June  23,  1S3S,  as  the  agent  ot  the  Federal  Government  to 
call  for  the  repayment  of  tbe  moneys  deposited  with  the 
States,  when  directed  by  Congress,  I  have  thought  it  not  Im- 
proper to  address  this  communication  in  regard  to  the  use  of 
the  credit  of  your  State  In  sustaining  that  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment In  tbe  manner  suggested. 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.   DIX, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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JOINT  RESOLUTION  RELATIVE  TO  GUARANTEEING  THE 

PAYMENT    OF    CERTAIN    BONDS    OF   THE    FEDERAL 

GOVERNMENT, 

Wbereaa,  By  the  thirteenth  section  of  an  act  of  the  Con- 
greM  of  the  United  States,  entitled  "An  Act  to  regulate  the 
depoBfts  of  the  public  money,"  approved  the  23d  day  of 
Jane,  ISSS,  the  sum  of  two  mllltone  eight  hundred  and  elxty- 
aeven  tboasand  Ave  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  and  Beventy- 
eight  cents,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  was  deposited  with 
tlili  State  for  safe  keeping: 

And  whereas,  This  Stale,  by  an  act  of  the  I<eglalature,  ap- 
proved on  the  2Zd  of  December,  1S36,  entitled  "An  Act  con- 
cerning the  proportion  of  the  public  money  of  the  United 
States,  which  Pennsylvania  is  entitled  to  receive  under  the 
act  of  Congress,  passed  the  23d  of  June,  183G,"  agreed  to  re- 
ceive said  money  on  deposit,  and  pledged  the  faith  of  the 
State  for  Its  safe  kecpEng  and  repayment  whenever  the  same 
ahoQld  be  required  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States: 

And  whereas,  In  the  present  disturbed  condition  of  the 
country,  11  is  the  duty  of  this  State  by  all  possible  effort,  to 
suppoK  the  authority  of  the  Federal  Government  and  sustain 
its  credit: 

And  Whereas,  It  is  believed  that  the  aforesaid  deposit  01 
money  with  this  State,  may  be  made  instrumental  In  sustain- 
ing the  public  credit,  by  pledging  It  as  security  for  the  re 
payment  of  a  loan  by  the  United  States  to  the  amount  ot 
such  deposit;    therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  (If  the  House  ot  Representatives  concur).  That, 
upon  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ot  the 
United  States,  the  Treaeurer  of  tbla  State  be  authorized  and 
renired,  under  his  hand  and  the  sea]  of  the  State,  to  guaran- 
tee the  payment  of  the  principal  and  Interest  of  any  bonds 
of  the  United  States,  to  the  amount  of  the  moneys  belonging 
to  the  United  States  which  were  received  by  this  State  under 
the  before  mentioned  act  of  June  23,  1S3S,  and  are  now  In  Its 
custody  for  safe  keeping. 
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To  the  Assembly  Concerning  the  Resignation  by  the 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron  of  His  Seat  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States. 
Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  12,  1861. 
Gentlemen: — 

THE    HON.    SIMON    CAMERON    HAVING    Ac- 
cepted the  office  of  Secretary  of  War  in  the  Gov- 
~  eminent  of  the  United  Stiites,  has  forwarded  to 

me  his  resignation  as  one  of  the  Senalors  of  Peunsji- 
viinia  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  a  cojiy  of 
which  1  have  the  honor  herewith  lo  IranGuiil  io  the 
Legielatnre,  in  order  that  the  vncancy  may  be  8ii{i})iied 
agri-eably  to  law. 

A.  a.  CURTIN. 
RESIGNATION  OF  SENATOR  SIMON  CAMERON. 

WaHhlngton,   Marpli   11.   1S61. 
To  His  Excellency,  Andrew  G.  Curtin.  Governor  ot  Pennsyl- 

Dear  Sir — Having  accepted  tlie  position  oC  Secretary  ot  War, 
tendered  lo  me  by  the  President.  I  hereby  resign  my  seat  In 
the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates. 

I  leave  that  body  with  feelings  of  deep  regret,  aa  well  be- 
cause It  severs  my  Immediate  connection  with  the  people  of 
my  native  State,  as  because  it  removes  me  from  the  cherished 
personal  associalions  of  that  high  and  dignlfled  body.  But  I 
am  consoled  by  the  fact  that  the  change  in  our  tariff  laws,  for 
which  I  have  labored  for  more  than  fifteen  years,  and  which 
I  trust  will  add  greatly  to  the  benefit  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
accomplished  at  the  close  of  my  Senatorial  service, 

I  beg  to  say  to  the  Legislature  and  to  the  people  of  Penii- 
Bylvanla,  that  In  my  new  position,  which  a  deference  to  their 
earnest  wishes  induced  me  reluctantly  to  accept,  my  best  ener- 
gies shall  be  exerted  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  country,  of 
which  Pennsylvania  forms  so  Important  a  part. 
I  am,  sir, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  ob't  servant, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Perfect  the 
Division  of  the  Township  of  Union,  in  the  County 
of  Fayette." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harriaburg,  March  18, 1861. 
Gentlemeo : — 

IEKTUBN  TO  THE  HOUSE,  IN  WHICH  IT  GRIG 
inated,  with  my  objections,  bill,  Ko.  233,  Honse 
file,  entitled  ''An  act  to  perfect  the  division  of  the 
townehip  of  Union,  in  the  conntj  of  Fayette." 

By  the  act  of  the  15th  April,  1834,  the  power  "to 
divide  a  township  already  erected"  is  fully  conferred 
nponthe  courts  of  i]uarter  sessions  of  the  respective 
coanties.  Upon  application  by  petition  it  is,  nndcr 
that  act,  the  duty  of  the  courts  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners, who,  after  making  a  draft  or  plot  of  the  town- 
ship proposed  to  be  divided,  are  required  to  make 
report  of  the  same,  upon  which  the  courts  were  di- 
rected to  take  such  order  thereupon  aa  to  them  shall 
appear  just  and  reasonable. 

A  snpplement  to  this  general  law  was  passed  on  the 
14tb  March,  1857.  which  provides  that  when  a  report 
has  been  made  by  the  commissioners,  "favorable  to 
a  division,"  it  becomes  the  further  duty  of  the  court 
to  order  a  vote  of  the  qualified  electors  of  said  town- 
ship to  be  taken  "an  the  question  of  a  division  there- 
of." Upon  due  notice  being  given  of  the  time  and 
place  of  holding  said  election,  the  electors  vote  by 
ballot  "for  division,"  or  "against  division;"  and  if, 
upon  a  return  of  the  votes  to  the  clerk  of  the  court  of 
qnarter  sessions,  it  shall  appear  that  a  majority  of 
the  votes  so  taken  are  "for  a  division,"  the  court  shall 
thereupon  order  and  decree  the  same,  agreeably  to 
the  lines  marked  and  returned  by  the  commissioners. 

The  wholesome  provisions  of  these  two  general  laws 
in  both  of  which  dne  and  proper  respect  is  had  to  the 
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popular  voice  of  those  who  are  resident  within  the 
limits  of  tilt-  towuBhip  proposed  to  be  divided,  as 
well  as  ttie  doulitful  piojiriety  of  Bpecial  legislation 
where,  within  tlie  scope  of  general  laws  already"  upon 
our  statute  booli,  the  object  sought  to  be  obtained  caa 
readil.r  be  aircoiuiilished.  havt  ruustraiued  me  to  with- 
hold uij  approval  of  the  bill;  and  I  therefore  return 
it  to  the  House,  iu  which  it  originated. 

A.  G.  CUKTIN. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  a  Copy  of  a  Proposed  Thirteenth  Amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  Unhed  States  pro- 
ht1:)iting   Interference   with   Slavery   by   Congress. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  20.  1H61. 
Gentlemen : — 
Q.VVE    THE    HO^'OR   TO    TRANSMIT    HERE- 

a  copy  of  resolution  of  IIil-  Thirly-sixlli  Cou- 
8  of  the  I'uiled  Klates,  at  the  second  session, 
entitled  "Joint  resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution 
of  the  L'nited  Stales,"  ap|troved  March  2.  18(11,  a  cer- 
tified copy  of  which  i  have  this  day  received,  with  a 
letter  from  Ills  Excellency,  the  Tresideut  of  the  liiited 
States. 

The  niomentons  importance  of  the  subject  involvtHl 
iu  this  resolution,  and  the  possible  influence  for  the 
restoration  of  fraternity  and  concord  anionjist  the 
States  of  our  time-honored  and  beloved  Fcdeial  Union, 
which  may  result  from  your  action,  will.  1  nsl  assured, 
command  for  it  your  earnest  and  early  consideration. 
A.  O.  CURTIN. 
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United  States  ol  America, 
Department  of  State. 
To  all  to  whom  these  preeentB  ehall  come,  Oreetlne: 

I  certify  that  the  paper  hereto  annexed  has  been  compared 
with  the  original  roll,  and  U  a  true  copy  of  the  "Joint  resolu- 
tion to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,"  ap- 
proved March  2,  ISGl. 


In  testimony  whereof,  I.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 
Secertary  of  the  State  of  the  United  States, 
have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and  caused 
the  seal  of  the  Department  of  State  to  be  at- 
Bzed. 


Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  I3th  day  of  March,  A. 
D.  1861,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America  the  eighty-fifth. 

WILI>IAM    H.    SEWARD. 


PUBLIC  7.     RESOLUTION. 

Thirty-Glxth  Congress  of  the  United  States,  at  the  second 
sesalon,  begun  and  held  at  the  city  of  Washington,  In  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  on  Monday,  the  third  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty. 


Joint  Resolution  I 


•  the  United 


Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  J^ouse  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  In  Congress  assembled,  That  the 
following  article  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  sev- 
eral States  'tfl  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which,  when  ratified  by  three-tourtha  of  said  T^gjala- 
tures,  shall  be  valid,  to  all  Intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of 
the  said  Constitution,  viz: 

Article  13.  No  amendment  shall  be  made  to  the  Constitution 
which  wilt  authorize  or  give  to  Congress  the  power  to  abolish 
or  Interfere,  within  any  State,  with  the  domestic  Institutions 
thereof,  Including  that  of  persons  held  to  tabor  or  service  by 
the  laws  of  said  State.  , 
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To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  the  Report  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Commonwealth  to  a  Con- 
vention to  Reconcile  the  Differences  Between  the 
States  in  Connection  with  Slavery  and  Other  Mat- 
ters. 

Execntive  Chamber, 
Harrisbui^,  March  21,  1861. 
Gentlemen : — 

I    HAVE  THE  HONOR  TO  TRANSMIT  TO  YOU. 
herewith,  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  CommissioD- 
ers  appointed  by  me,  under  the  resolution  ot  ithe 
OeueraT  ABsembly  authoriKinR  such  appointment,  to 
meet  Commissioners  from  Virginia  and  other  States- 

1  feel  it  my  duty  in  this  connection,  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Legislature  to  some  of  the  provisions  of 
the  joint  resolutions  for  the  payment  of  the  i-ecentlj 
appointed  CommissionerB  to  Washinfrtou,  of  the  2d 
day  of  March,  1«(J1.  It  is  therein  provided  that  the 
State  Treaaiirer  shall  "pay  such  portion  of  other  ex- 
penses of  said  Convention  as  shall  be  just  and  equal 
amon^  (he  States  represented,  Ihe  amount  whereof 
shall  be  certified  by  the  said  Commissioners.'' 

If  the  Commissioners  were  together,  it  would  be 
difficult  for  them  to  certify,  delinitely,  as  to  the  char- 
acter and  amount  of  llii'se  e.Ypenses:  biil  Ihey  have 
separated,  and  it  would,  Iherefore,  be  almost  inijiossi- 
ble  to  obtain  such  cortilicaie.  The  pentlemen  of  this 
commission  were  chai'ged  with  a  liijih  'trust;  they  have 
diBfhary:ed  it  with  an  ability  and  fidelity  wliicli  have 
well  maintained  the  honor  and  divinity  of  the  State. 
The  expenses  were  necessarily  large,  and  it  is  jiroper 
that  their  prompt  payment  should  be  provided  for. 
and  in  a  manner  that  will  neither  embarrass  no; 
annoy  the  members  of  th<'  commission. 

A.  0,  ClIRTIN. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

To  HlB  Bxcellencr,  Andrew  O.  Curtia,  Qovemor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth erf  Pen  nay  Ivan  la: 
T&e  undersigned  Com  ml  sal  on  ere,  appointed  by  your  Excel- 
Iflnc7,  by  virtue  of  the  resolution  ol  the  General  Assembly  ot 
PennsylTanla,  to  meet  CommisBlonere  from  Virginia  and  otber 
States,  respectfully  beg  leave  to  report: 

That  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  conferred  upon  us,  we 
met  in  Convention  In  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the  4th  day 
of  February,  1861,  and  were  Joined  there  by  represpntatlvea 
of  twenty  of  our  slater  States.  The  Convention  continued  in 
session  antll  the  STth  ultimo.  The  subjoined  proposed  Article 
ot  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  was  passed  by  sections — 
each  section  by  the  vote  annexed  thereto. 

By  resolution  of  that  body,  the  said  article,  as  adopted,  was 
transmitted  to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  asking  that  It  be  laid  by  them  before  the  re- 
spective Legislatures  of  the  States  represented  in  Conven- 
tion, with  a  recommendation  that  they  should  provide  for  ac- 
tion on  tbe  same. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

W.  M.  MEREDITH, 
TH08.  E.   FRANKLIN, 
D.   WILMOT, 
THOS,   WHITE, 
JAMES   POLLOCK, 
WM.   M'KENNAN, 
A.  W.  LOOMIS. 
J.  Henry,  Fuleston,  Secretary. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

Section  1.  In  all  the  present  Territory  of  the  United  States 
north  of  the  parallel  ot  thlrtj-slx  degrees  and  thirty  minutes 
of  north  latitude,  involuntary  servitude,  except  in  the  pun- 
ishment of  crime,  is  prohibited.  In  all  the  present  Territory 
south  of  that  line,  the  status  of  persons  held  to  involuntary 
service  or  labor,  as  It  now  exists,  shall  not  be  changed;  nor 
shall  any  law  be  passed  by  Congress  or  the  Territorial  LeKlsla- 
ture  to  hinder  or  prevent  the  taking  of  such  persons  from  any 
of  the  States  ot  this  Union  to  said  Territory,  nor  to  Impair  the 
rights  arising  from  said  relation;  but  the  same  shall  be  sub' 
Ject  to  Judicial  cognizance  In  the  Federal  courts,  according 
to  the  course  of  the  common  law.    When  any  Terirtory,  north 


or  south  of  said  line,  wfttalu  such  boundary  as  ConEresB  may 
prescrllie.  filial!  conlain  a  popuJatlon  equal  lo  that  required  Tor 
a  member  of  Coagi-ess,  It  shall,  l[  Its  form  of  government  bo 
republican,  be  admitted  Into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  fooling 
with  the  original  States,  with  or  without  InvolunUrj'  servitude. 
ae  the  ConsUiiuion  at  sucii  State  ma;  provide. 

Ayes — Delaware,  Illinois,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  New  Jersey, 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Islaud,  TeuneBBee— 9. 

Noea — Connecticut,  Iowa.  Maine,  MasBachuaetta.  North  Caro- 
lina. New  Hampshire.  Vermont.  Virginia— 8. 

New  York,   Indiana  and  Kansas  were  divided. 

Section  2.  No  territory  fiball  be  acquired  by  the  United  Stales. 
e:eeept  by  discovery,  and  (or  naval  and  commercial  stations 
depots  and  transit  routes,  without  the  concurrence  of  a  ma- 
jority of  all  the  Senators  from  States  which  allow  involuntary 
servitude,  and  a  majority  of  all  the  Senators  from  States 
which  prohibit  that  relation;  nor  shall  territory  be  acquired 
by  treaty,  unless  Ibe  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  Senators  from 
each  class  of  States  hereinbefore  mentioned  be  cast  as  a 
part  of  the  two-thirds  majority,  necessary  to  the  ratification 
of  such  treaty. 

Ayes — Delaware,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri, 
Nerw  Jersey,  Ohio.  PennByivania,  Rhode  Isiand,  Tennessee. 
Vlrelnla— 11. 

Noes — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Maine.  Massachusetts, 
North  Carolina,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont— 8. 

New  York  and  Kansas  were  divided. 

Section  3.  Neither  the  Constitution  nor  any  amendment 
thereof,  shall  be  construed  to  give  Congress  power  to  regulate, 
abolish  or  control,  within  any  State,  the  relation  established 
or  recognized  by  the  laws  thereof  touching  persona  held  to 
labor  or  involuntary  service  in  the  District  ot  Columbia,  with- 
out the  consent  of  Maryland,  and  without  the  consent  of  the 
owners,  or  making  the  owners,  who  do  not  consent.  Just  com- 
pensation; nor  the  power  to  interfere  with  or  prohibil  Repre- 
sentatives and  others  from  bringing  with  them  to  the  District 
of  Columbia,  retaining  and  taking  away,  persons  so  held  to 
setrice  or  labor;  nor  the  power  to  interfere  with  or  abolish 
involuntary  service  in  plnces  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States  within  those  States  and  Territories 
where  the  same  is  established  or  recognized;  nor  Ihe  power 
to  prohibit  the  removal  or  transportation  of  persons  held  to 
labor  or  involuntary  service  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the 
United  States  to  any  other  State  or  Territory  thereof  where 
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It  l8  eatabltshed  or  recognized  by  law  or  usage;  anil  the  rlglit, 
during  transportation  by  sea  or  river,  at  touching  at  ports, 
sboree  and  landlnge,  and  ot  laii<llng.  in  case  ol  distress,  shall 
Mist;  but  not  the  rEght  ot  transit  in  or  through  any  State  or 
Territory,  or  of  sale  or  traffic,  against  the  laws  thereof;  nor 
shall  Congress  have  power  to  authorize  any  higher  rate  of 
taxation  on  personal  held  to  labor  or  service  than  on  laad. 

The  bringing  into  the  District  ot  Columbia  ot  persons  held 
to  labor  or  service,  (or  sale,  or  placing  them  In  depots,  to  be 
afterwards  transferred  to  other  places,  tor  sale  as  merchandise. 
Is  prohibited. 

Ayes— Delaware,  Illinois,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  )4ew 
Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island, 
Tenneasee,  Virginia— 12. 

Noes — Connecticut,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massichuaetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Vermont — 7. 

New  York  and  Kansas  were  divided. 

Section  4.  The  third  paragraph  ot  the  second  section  of  the 
fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  shall  not  be  construed  to, 
prevent  any  of  the  States,  by  appropriate  legislation,  and 
through  the  action  ot  their  Judicial  and  miniBterial  officers. 
from  enforcing  the  delivery  of  Fugitives  from  labor  to  tbe  per- 
son to  whom  such  service  or  labor  Is  due. 

Ayes — Connecticut,  Delaware,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kentucky, 
Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Ohio,  Penn- 
sylvania, Rhode  Island,  Tenesaee,  Vermont,  Virginia — IE. 

Noes — Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire— 4. 

New  York  and  Kansas  were  divided. 

Section  5.  The  foreign  slave  trade  is  hereby  forever  pro- 
hibited; and  it  shall  be  tbe  duty  ot  Congress  to  pass  laws  to 
prevent  the  importation  of  slaves,  coolies,  or  persona  held  to 
service  or  labor,  into  the  United  States  and  the  Territories 
from  places  beyond  the  limits  thereot. 

Ayes— Connecticut,    Delaware.    Illinois,    Indiana,    Kentucky, 
Maryland,  MlMouri.  New  Jersey,  New  York.  New  Hampshire, 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Vermont,  Kan- 
Noes — Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts.  North  Carolina,  Virginia 
—6. 

Section  S.  The  flrst,  third  and  fifth  sections,  together  with 
this  section  ot  these  amendments,  and  the  third  paragraph  ot 
the  second  section  ot  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  and 
the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article 
thereof,  shall  not  be  amended  or  abolished,  without  the  con- 
sent of  all  the  States. 
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Ayes — Delaware,    Illinois,    Kentucky,    Maryland, 
New  Jersey,   Ohio,    Pennsylvajifa.,   Rhode  laland,   Tprnessee, 
Kansas — II. 

Noes — Connecticut,,  Indiana.  Iowa,  Maine,  MasEartu setts, 
Nortli  Carolina,  New  Hampshire.  Vermont,  Virginia— 3. 

New  York  was  divided. 

Section  7.  Congress  shall  provide,  by  law,  that  the  United 
States  shall  pay  to  the  owner  the  full  value  ol  hlR  (iigitive 
from  labor,  In  all  cases  where  the  marshal,  or  other  officer 
whose  duty  it  was  to  arrest  such  fugitive,  was  prevented  from 
so  doing  by  violence  or  intimidalion  from  mobs  or  riotous  as- 
semblagea.  or  when,  after  arrest,  such  fugitive  was  rescued 
by  like  violence  or  intimidation,  and  the  owner  thereby  de- 
prived of  the  same;  and  the  acceptance  of  such  payment  shall 
preclude  the  owner  from  further  claim  to  such  fugitive. 

Congress  shall  provide,  by  law.  for  eecurlng  to  the  citizens 
of  each  State  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the 
several   States. 

Ayes — Delaware,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Maryland, 
New  Jersey,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Penneylvania,  Rhode 
Island,  Tennessee,  Kansas— 12. 

Noes— Connecticut,  Iowa,  Maine,  Missouri,  North  Carolina, 
Vermont,  Virginia — 7. 

New  York  was  divided. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  W.  P.  I,  Painter  to  be  Su- 
perintendent  of  riibhc   Printing. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg.  March  22.  1861. 
Senators:— 

100  HEKEBY  \OMIN.\TE.  FOR  THE  .\DVICE 
and  consent  of  the  Kenafe.  ^V.  I',  I.  Painter,  of  the 
county  of  Lycomiug,  to  be  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lie  Printing,  for  tlie  term  of  one  year,  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  the  !)th  day  of  April,  A.  I), 
1856,  entitled  "An  act  in  relation  to  imblic  printing." 
A.  G,  CUllTIN. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Incorporating 
the  Pittston  Hose  Coippany,  Number  One,  in  the 
Borough  of  Pittston,  in  the  County  of  Luzerne, 
Pennsylvania." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisbarg,  March  23,  1861. 
Gentlemen: — 

I  RETURN  TO  THE  HOUSE,  IN  WHICH  IT  ORIG- 
inated,  the  bill,  No.  148,  entitled  "An  Act  incor- 
porating the  Pittston  hose  company,  number  one, 
in  the  borough  of  Pittston,  in  the  county  of  Luzerne, 
I'ennsjlvania,"  with  my  objections. 

The  act  of  the  6th  April,  1791,  by  its  supplement 
of  8th  April,  1833,  makes  general  provision  for  the 
incorporation  of  fire  engine  or  hose  companies,  pre- 
cisely similar  to  that  which  is  embraced  in  the  present 
bill. 

Under  the  general  law,  the  Supreme  Court  and  At- 
torney General  certify  as  to  the  lawfulness  of  the 
objects,  artickn  and  conditions,  to  be  set  forth  in  an 
instrument  of  wiitiiig,  which  any  number  of  persons 
may  sign  who  desire  to  aseociaite  for  any  literary, 
cliHi-i table,  or  relifjioHs  purjwse,  or  to  form  any  bene- 
licial  association,  or  fire  engine  or  hose  company. 

By  another  genera!  law  of  the  13th  of  October,  1840, 
similar  power  is  conferred  upon  the  courts  of  common 
pleas.  These  grants  of  general  powers  to  the  courts 
are  carefully  guarded,  and.  were  doubtless,  maturely 
considered  by  the  law-making  power  before  enacted, 
and  from  observation  and  experience,  I  feel  fully  war- 
ranted in  saying,  that  a  safer  lodgment  of  the  powers 
enumerated,  cannot  be  made  anywhere  than  in  the 
courts. 

While  these  general  laws  remain  upon  the  statute 
book,  special  legislation  upon  subjects  which  fall  fully 
within  the  scope  of  their  provisions,  should  not  find 
any  eneonragement  from  tlie  law-making  power. 

.V  resort  to  the  courts  under  these  general  lawB 


luakee  ihe  powers  and  iinnninities  to  be  enJo^CT 
corpora tiiiDB,  of  Che  cluss  embiRced  iu  tbis  bill,  hs  they 
ettould  be,  equal  und  uuiforui  iu  all  reapet'ts,  aud  there- 
fore less  liable  to  come  in  any  way  in  eonlliet  with  the 
public  interests. 

Legielation  conferring  special  privileges  is  always 
objectionable,  and  more  especially  eo,  when  general 
laws  are  iu  existence  under  which  all  may  be  equally 
favored. 

Iu  all  cases  where  jurisdicliou  of  the  subject  matter 
has  been  given  to  the  courts  by  general  laws,  I  shall 
feel  greatly  inclined  to  leave  the  exenise  of  the  powers 
conferred,  to  their  exclusive  control,  unless  some  spe- 
cial necessity  sliould  arise  for  an  exception,  which 
does  not  appear  to  exist  in  the  present  instance. 

A.  G.  CURTIS. 


To  the  Assemblj'  Vetoinj:;  "An  Act  to  Reduce  the  En- 
roilnicnt  Tax  on  Fire  l-lnjjine.  Hose  and  Hook  and 
Ladder  Companies." 

Executive  Chainhcr, 
narrisburg.  Aju-il  2.  ISfil. 
Gentlenifn;— 

I    RETURN    TO   TliK    BENATI^.    IX    WIITCII    IT 
originated,  hill.  Xo.  ."iOl.  ciitilled    '-An  ncl  to  re- 
duce the  enrollment  tax  on  file  engine,  hov*e  and 
hook  and  ladder  companies.'"  with  my  objections  to 
the  same. 

By  the  act  of  the  5th  of  April,  l^ltl.  the  Supreme 
Court  is  clothed  with  the  power  of  incorjiorating  lire 
engine  and  hose  comjianies.  and  by  llic  art  of  the 
ISth  of  October.  1S40.  the  same  power  is  extended  to 
the  courts  of  common  ph'us.  By  (lie  act  of  tlie  7th 
of  March,  1848,  and  its  supplements,  passed  at  v 


Andrew  Gregg  Curtin.  ^6^ 

times  since,  the  power  of  the  coarts  over  this  class 
of  corporations  has  been  enlarged,  uii>til  there  woald 
seem  to  be  no  necessity  for  any  special  action  of  the 
Legislatare  in  their  creation.  This  act  reduces  the 
enrolment  tax  imposed  by  the  Legislature  on  sncfa 
grants  of  power,  from  fifty  io  ten  dollars.  Where  the 
coarts  have  power,  special  legislation  is  always  ob- 
jectionable, and  I  have  been  forced  to  return  several 
bills,  during  this  session  of  the  Legislature,  without 
my  approbation,  on  that  ground  alone. 

When  grants  of  corporate  privile{;eB  are  asked  from 
tbe  Legislature,  where  tbe  courts  have  power,  as  they 
have  in  tbe  class  of  corporations  contemplated  by 
this  bill,  it  wonld  be  so  manifestly  unjust,  as  a  question 
of  revenue  to  the  Commonwealth,  to  reduce  the  tax 
imposed  by  existing  laws,  that  I  cannot  approve  this 
bill. 

I  need  only  call  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to 
the  character  of  this  bill,  and  to  the  laws  on  onr 
statute  book  relating  to  this  subject,  to  satisfy  you 
that  it  was  passed  hastily  and  without  due  considera- 
tion. 

A.  Q.  CURTTN. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  the  Military  Organiza- 
tion of  the  State. 

Executive  f'hamher, 
Harrisburg.  April  0,  1861. 
Oentlenien : — 

AS  THE  PERIOD  FIXED  FOR  THE  ADJOURN- 
men  of  the  Legislature  is  rapidly  approaching. 
I  feel  cohstrained,  by  a  sense  of  duty,  to  call 
yonr  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  military  organi- 
sation of  the  State. 
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It  is  scarcely  neceesarj-  to  say  more,  tiian  that  the 
militia  BjBtem  of  the  Stale,  during  a  long  period  dis- 
tinguished by  the  pursuits  of  peaceful  industry  ex- 
clusively, has  heconie  wholly  inefficient,  and  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Legislature  is  required,  to  remove  its 
defects  and  to  render  it  useful  and  available  to  the 
public  Bervice. 

Many  of  our  volunteer  companies  do  not  possess  the 
number  of  men  reejuireil  by  our  militia  law,  and  steps 
Ethould  he  forthwith  taten  to  supply  these  deflciencies. 
There  are  numerons  companies,  too,  that  are  without 
the  necessary  arms;  and  of  the  arms  that  are  dis- 
tributed, but  few  are  provided  with  more  modern 
appliances  to  render  them  serviceable. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  that  the  Ivegislature  make 
immediate  provision  for  the  removal  of  these  capital 
defects;  that  arms  be  procured  and  diBtribuled  to 
those  of  our  citizens  who  may  enter  into  the  military 
service  of  the  State;  and  that  steps  be  taken  to  change 
the  guns  already  distributed,  by  the  adoption  of  such 
well  known  and  tried  improvcnienls  as  wilt  render 
them  effective  in  the  event  of  Iheir  employment  in 
actual  service. 

In  lliis  connection,  I  rcronimend  the  establishment 
of  a  Solitary  IJureau  at  the  capital,  and  flmt  the  militia 
laws  of  the  Comnioinvealtli  be  so  modified  and  amend- 
ed as  to  impart  to  the  military  orjjaniza lions  of  the 
Stale  the  vitality  and  energy  essential  lo  its  pra<'tical 
value  and  usefulness. 

Precautions,  such  as  I  have  suggested,  are  wise  and 
proper  al  all  times  in  a  government  like  ours;  but 
special  and  momentous  considenilioiis,  arising  from 
the  condition  of  jniblic  affairs  oiilside  of  tlie  limits. 
yet  of  incalculable  <'onsei|uence  lo  (lie  people,  and  de- 
manding llie  gravest  attenlion  of  the  l.cgislaHire  of 
Pennsylvania,  invest  the  snbject,  to  which  your  atten- 
tion is  invited  bv  this  communication,  witli  extraordi- 
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nary  interest  and  importance.  We  can  not  be  insen- 
sible to  ttie  fact  tliat  serious  jealousies  and  divisions 
distract  the  public  mind,  and  that  in  portions  of  this 
Union  the  peace  of  the  country,  if  not  the  safety  of 
the  government  itself,  is  endangered. 

'Military  organizations  of  a  formidable  character, 
and  which  seem  not  to  be  demanded  by  any  existing 
public  exigency,  have  been  formed  in  certain  of  the 
States. 

On  whatever  pretexts  these  exfraondinary  military 
preparations  may  have  been  made,  no  purpose  that 
may  contemplate  resistance  to  the  enforcement  of  the 
law,  will  meet  sympathy  or  encouragement  from  the 
people  of  this  Commonwealth.  Pennsylvania  yielda 
to  no  State  io  her  i-cspect  for,  and  hrr  willingness  to 
protect,  by  all  needful  guarantees,  the  constitutional 
rights  and  'constitutional  independence  of  her  sister 
States;  nor  in  fidelity  to  that  constitutional  Union, 
whose  unexampled  benefits  have  been  showered  alike 
upon  herself  and  them. 

The  most  exalted  public  policy,  and  the  dearest 
obligations  of  true  patriotism,  therefore,  admonish 
us,  in  the  existing  deporable  and  dangerous  crisis  of 
affairs,  that  our  militia  system  should  receive  from  the 
legislature  that  prompt  attention,  which  public  (,xi- 
gencics,  either  of  the  State  or  the  nation,  may  appear 
to  demand,  and  which  may  seem  in  your  wisdom,  best 
adapted  to  preserve  and  secure  to  the  people  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  Union,  the  biessings  of  peace,  and 
the  integrity  and  stability  of  our  unrivalled  constitu- 
tional government. 

The  government  of  thiff  great  State  was  established 
by  its  illustrious  founder,  "in  deeds  of  peace;"  our  peo- 
ple have  been  trained  and  disciplined  in  those  arts 
which  lead  to  the  promotion  of  their  own  moral  and 
physical  development  and  progress;  and  with  the  high- 
est regard  for  the  rights  of  others,  have  always  cul- 
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tirated  fraternal  relations  witli  the  people  of  all  tho 
Stales. 

Devoted  to  the  Constitution  and  the  Union,  and 
always  reoogniKing  the  spirit  of  concession  and  i-om. 
promise,  that  underlies  the  foundation  of  the  govern- 
ment, Pennsylvania  offers  no  counsel,  and  takes  no 
action  in  the  natur-';  of  a  menace;  her  desire  is  for 
peace,  and  her  object,  the  iH-eeeivaCion  of  the  personal 
and  political  rights  of  citizens,  of  the  true  sovereignty 
of  States,  and  the  supremacy  of  law  and  order. 

Animated  hy  these  senliinents,  and  indulging  an 
earnest  hope  of  the  speedy  restoration  of  those  har- 
monious and  friendly  relations,  between  the  various 
members  of  this  confederacy,  which  have  brought  oui 
beloved  country  to  a  condition  of  unequalled  power 
and  prosperity,  I  commit  the  grave  subject  of  this 
communication  to  your  deliberation. 

A.  O.  CURTEN, 


ir- 

us  I 

J 

J 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  for  the  Relief  of 
John  Mong.  of  Somerset  County." 

K.seiiitivi  Chamber, 
Riirrisbiirg.  Aprils,  1861. 
Oentlemen: — 

I  HEREWITH   RKTrRN    TO   THE    SEXATE,    IN 
which  it  orifjinated,  with  my  objections,  bill,  No. 
150,  entitled  "An  Act  for  the  relief  of  John  Mong, 
of  Somerset  county." 

The  preamble  of  this  bill  rerites  that  John  Mong. 
of  Somerset  county,  on  the  eleventh  day  of  September, 
A.  D.  1854,  obtained  a  warrant  for  three  hundred 
acres  of  land,  in  Raid  county,  for  which  he  paid  into 
the  State  Treasury  the  sum  of  eighty-four  dollars  and 
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fifty  cents;  and,  farther,  that  be  was  misled  bv  infor- 
matiOD  from  the  Land  otHce,  and  thereby  induced  10 
make  the  expenditure  of  money  upon  -such  false  or 
mistaken  information. 

A  misrepresentation,  whether  wilful,  or  otherwise, 
upon  the  part  of  the  governinent  official,  whereby  a 
person  was  induced  to  part  with  bis  money  for  that 
which  proved  wholly  valueless,  might  furnish  an  ex- 
ception to  the  well  establiBhed  rule,  wbich  closes  tbe 
doors  of  tbe  Treasury  against  all  applications  to  re- 
fund money  volnntarily  paid  apon  land  warrants,  and 
for  patents  in  conformation  of  title.  The  case  pro- 
vided for  in  this  bill  is  not  one  of  tbe  class  referred  to, 
and,  indeed,  it  seldom,  if  ever,  happens  that  any  sucb 
case  is  to  be  found.  The  applicant  makes  the  ordinary 
oath  before  a  jostice  of  the  peace,  that  tbe  land  ap- 
plied for  was  unimproved  and  unoccupied,  and  accom- 
panying it  by  the  oath  of  a  disinterested  person  tliat 
snch  was  really  the  case;  and,  further,  that  no  office 
right  bad  issued  for  such  laud  in  the  name  of  said 
applicant,  or  of  any  person  or  persons  under  whom  be 
claimed. 

By  a  general  law  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Land  office  is 
authorized  to  give- warrants  for  any  vacant  and  unap- 
propriated lands,  either  improved  or  unimproved. 
The  party  applying  is  required  to  prove  by  some  one, 
other  than  himself,  whether  tbe  land  is  improved  or 
unimproved,  and  if  the  latter,  when  such  improvement 
was  commenced,  so  that  the  land  may  be  charged  with 
interest  accordingly. 

The  information  upon  which  the  title  is  founded 
comes  from  the  applicant,  and  not  the  Commonwealth, 
and  the  deception,  if  any  practiced,  is  by  the  former 
and  not  the  latter. 

rt  not  unfrequentl.v  happens  that  double  office  rights 
are  issued  for  tbe  same  land,  occasioning  conflicts  of 
titles,  which  if  not  settled  before  the  Board  of  Prop- 


368 


Papers  of  the  Governors. 


i-rty,  can  only  be  adjudicated  by  the  courts.  Some 
ODe  of  the  litigaitt  parties  must  necessarily  fail,  and 
if  the  Commonwealth  should  \tv  reijuired  to  refund, 
in  every  instance,  to  the  uusncei'BBfnl,  it  would  open 
a  door  for  drafts  upon  the  Treasury  from  the  organ!- 
zatiou  of  the  government  down  to  the  present  time. 

'riie  alleged  equity  in  tlie  ppfsent  ease  of  the  appli- 
cant being  within  six  yeara,  should  not  be  regarded  as 
of  any  importance.  If  the  claim  be  otherwise  well 
founded,  the  maxim  that  no  time  ruus  against  the 
Commonwealth  would  make  it  inefjuitable  for  the  lat- 
ter, even  in  a  case  of  much  longer  standing,  to  inter- 
pose any  such  objection  to  payment. 

For  the  reasons  thus  given,  and  others  which  might 
be  added,  I  am  constrained  to  withhold  my  approval 
of  the  bill. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Major  General  Edward  M. 
Biddle  to  be  Adjutant  General  in  the  Grand  Staff 
of  the  Militia  of  Pennsylvania. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Ilarriaburg.  April  17,  18C1. 
Gentlemen: — 

I    HEREBY  NOMINATE.  FOR  THE  ADVICE  AND 
consent  of  the  Senate,  Major  Genera!  Edward  M. 
Biddle,  of  the  county  of  Cumberland,  to  be  Adju- 
tant General  in  the  Grand  Staff  of  the  militia  of  this 
Commonwealth. 

A.  a.  Cl'RTIN. 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  Captain  John  W.  M'Lane 
to  be  Commissary  General  in  the  Grand  Staff  of 
the  Militia  of  Pennsylvania. 

Executive  Chamber. 
Harrisborg,  April  17, 1S61. 
Oentlemen: — 

I    HEREBY  NOMINATE  FOB  THE  ADVICE  AND 
consent  of  the  Senate,  Captain  John  W.  McLane, 
of  the  conoty  of  Erie,  to  be  <;ommi8sary  General 
in  the  Grand  Staff  of  the  militia  of  this  Common- 
wealth. 

A.  G.  CUBTIN. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  General  Reuben  C.  Hale 
to  be  Quartermaster  General  in  the  Grand  Staff  of 
the  Militia  of  Pennsylvania. 

Executive  Oham'ber, 
Harrisbiirg.  April  17, 1S61. 
Gentlemen : — 

I    HEREBY  NOMINATE  FOR  THE  ADVICE  AND 
consent  of  the  Senate,  General  Reuben  C.  Hale, 
of  the  city  of  rhiladelphia,  to  be  Quartermaster 
General  in  the  Grand  Staff  of  the  militia  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 


M— Vol.  VIII— 4th  Ser 


Wliereaa  an  arnifd  rebellion  exists 
in  H  portion  of  tlie  states  of  this  Union, 
k  threatening  the  doBlnittion  of  tlie  Na- 
■  tional  Government,  periling  public  and 
f  private     property,     endangering     the 
[>eace  aud  sci'nritf  of  this  Couimon- 
illh  iind  inviting  sj-pteioafip  piracy 
upon  our  commerce,  and, 

Wiiereas,  adequate  provision  dot-s  not  exist  by  law 
to  enable  tlie  Kxecutive  to  make  the  Military  powers 
of  the  State  as  available  and  eflicient  as  it  ahonld  be 
for  the  loninion  defence  of  tlie  State  and  the  General 
Government,  and 

Whereas,  an  occasion  so  extraordinary  reqnires  a 
prompt  exercise  of  the  I^'gislative  power  of  the  State, 
Therefore. 

I,  Andrew  G.  Curtin.  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania  hy  virtue  of  tb<'  powers  vested 
in  me  by  the  Constitution  do  hereby  convene  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth  and  require  the 
Members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represenla lives 
to  meet  in  tlieir  respective  Houses  in  the  Capitol  at 
Ilarrislitirg  on  Tuesday  the  Ihirlieth  day  of  April,  A. 
D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty  one.  at  Twelve 
of  clock  noon  of  that  day  then  and  there  to  take  into 
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consideration  and  adopt  Buch  measures  in  the  premiaps 
aM  the  present  exigency  ma;  seem  to  them  in  their 
wisdom  to  demand. 

In  teBtimonj*  whereof  I  have  herennto  set  my  Hand 
and  cansed  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Commonwealth  to 
be  affixed  at  Harrisbnrg  this  twentieth  day  of  April  in 
the  Year  of  oar  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
aizty-one  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States 
the  eighty-sixth. 

By  the  Governor, 

Eli  Blifer, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  the  Rebellion  of  the 
Southern  States, 

Executive  Chamber. 
HarrishitrK.  April  30,  1861. 
Gentlemen : — 

THE  PRESENT  TINPABALLELEL)  EXIGENCY 
io  the  affairs  of  our  country,  has  induced  me 
to  call  yon  together  at  his  time.  With  an  actaal 
and  armed  rebellion  in  some  of  the  States  of  the 
Union,  momentous  questions  have  been  thrust  upon 
us  which  call  for  your  deliberation,  and  that  you 
should  devise  means  by  legislation  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  authority  of  the  General  Government,  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  onr  State,  the  protection  of  our 
citizens,  and  the  early  establishment  of  peaee  and 
order  thronghoiit  the  land. 

On  the  day  of  my  induction  into  the  Elxecutive  ofBoe, 
I  took  occasion  to  utter  the  following  sentiments: 

"No  one  who  knows  the  history  of  Pennsylvania, 
And  nnderslandH  the  opinioos  and  feelings  of  her  peo- 
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pie,  can  justly  charge  us  with  hostility  to  oar  bretlireu 
of  other  States,  We  regard  them  as  (rieuds  aud  fel- 
low-couutrymen,  in  whose  welfare  we  feel  a  kiudred 
interest;  and  we  recognize,  in  Iheir  broadest  extent, 
all  our  constitutional  obligations  to  fhera.  These  we 
are  ready  and  willing  to  observe,  geuerously  and  fra- 
ternally in  their  letter  and  spirit,  with  unswerving 
fidelity. 

'"Ours  is  a  National  Government.  It  has  within  the 
sphere  of  its  sii'tion  all  the  attributes  of  soverpignty, 
and  among  these  are  the  right  and  duty  of  self  preser- 
vation. It  is  based  upon  a  compact  to  which  all  the 
people  of  the  United  States  are  parties.  It  is  the 
result  of  mutual  concessions,  which  were  made  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  reciprocal  benefits,  it  acts  di- 
rectly on  the  people,  and  they  owe  it  a  personal  alle- 
giance. No  part  of  the  people,  no  State-nor  eonihi- 
nnliou  of  Slates,  can  voluntarily  secede  from  the 
Union,  nor  absolve  themselves  from  their  obligations 
lo  it.  To  permit  a  State  to  withdraw  at  pleasure  from 
the  I'uion.  without  the  <'onsent  of  the  rest,  is  to  con- 
fess that  our  (iovernment  is  a  failure.  Pennsylvania 
can  never  acquiesce  in  such  a  conspiracy,  nor  assent 
to  a  doctrine  which  involves  the  destruction  of  the 
(Iovernment.  If  the  Government  is  (o  exist,  all  the 
reiiuiromenls  of  the  Constitution  must  be  obeyed;  and 
it  must  have  power  adequate  to  tJie  enforcement  of 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land  in  every  State.  It  is  the 
first  duty  of  the  national  authorities  to  stay  (he  prog- 
ress of  anarchy  and  enforce  the  laws,  and  Pennsylva- 
nia, with  a  united  People,  will  give  Ihcni  an  honest, 
faithful  and  active  support.  The  peojile  mean  to  pre- 
serve the  integrity  of  the  national  I'nion,  at  every  haz- 
zard." 

It  could  scarcely  have  been  anticipated  at  that  time, 
that  we  should  so  soon  be  called  upon  for  Ihc  practical 
application  of  these  truths  in  connection   with   their 
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tmpport  and  defence  by  the  atroDg  arm  of  military 
power. 

The  nnexampled  promptness  and  enthasiaBm  with 
which  Pennsylvania  and  the  other  loyal  States  have 
respiuided  to  the  call  of  the  President,  and  the  entire 
nnanimity  with  which  our  people  demand  that  the 
integrity  of  the  Government  shall  be  preserved,  illns- 
trate  the  duty  of  the  Several  State  and  National  Gov- 
emmeniB  with  a  distint^tness  that  cannot  be  disre- 
garded. The  filaaghter  of  Northern  tmops  in  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  for  the  pretended  ofEence  of  marching, 
at  the  eall  of  the  Federal  Government,  peaceably,  over 
soil  admittedly  in  the  Union,  and  with  the  ultimate 
object  of  defending  our  common  Capital  against  an 
armed  and  rebellions  invasion,  together  with  the  ob- 
struction of  oar  Pennsylvania  troops  when  dispatched 
on  the  same  patriotic  mission,  imposes  new  duties 
and  responsibilities  upon  our  State  administration. 
At  last  advices  the  General  Government  had  military 
possession  of  the  route  to  Washington  through  Annap- 
olis; but  the  transit  of  troops  had  been  greatly  endan- 
gered and  delayed,  and  the  safety  of  Washington  itself 
imminently  threatened.  This  cannot  be  submitted  to. 
Whether  Maryland  may  profess  to  be  loyal  to  the 
Union  or  otherwise,  there  can  be  permitted  no  hostile 
soil,  no  obstrncted  thoroughfare,  between  the  States 
that  undoubtedly  are  loyal  and  their  National  seat  of 
government.  There  Is  reason  to  hope  that  the  route 
through  Baltimore  may  be  no  longer  closed  against 
the  peaceable  passage  of  our  people  armed  and  in  the 
sen'ice  of  the  Federal  Government.  But  we  must  be 
fully  assured  of  this,  and  have  the  uninterrupted  en- 
joyment of  a  passage  to  the  Capital  by  any  and  every 
rotite  essential  to  the  purposes  of  the  Government. 
This  must  be  attained,  peaceably  if  possible,  but  by 
force  of  arms  if  not  accorded. 

The  time  is  past  for  temporizing  or  forbearing  with 
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thia  rebellion;  the  most  causeless  iu  hiatory.  The 
\orth  has  not  invaded,  nor  has  she  sought  to  invacle 
a  single  guarantied  right  of  the  South.  On  the  con- 
trary, all  political  parties,  and  all  administrations, 
have  fully  recognized  the  binding  force  of  every  pro- 
vision of  the  great  compact  between  the  States,  and 
ifgardless  of  our  views  of  State  policy,  our  people 
have  respected  them.  To  predicate  a  rebellion,  there- 
fore, upon  any  alleged  wrong,  inflicted  or  thought  to 
be  inflicted  upon  the  South,  is  to  offer  falsehood  as 
an  apology  for  treason.  So  will  the  civili7.ed  world 
and  history  judge  this  mad  effort  to  overthrow  the 
most  bi?neflcent  structure  of  human  government  ever 
devised  by  man. 

The  leaders  of  the  rebellion  in  the  Cotton  States, 
which  has  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  a  provis- 
ional organization,  assuming  to  discharge  all  Che  func- 
tions of  governmental  power,  hove  mistaken  the  for- 
bearance of  the  Genera!  Government;  they  have  ac- 
cepted a  fraternal  indulgence  as  an  evidence  of  weak 
nesB,  and  have  insanely  looked  to  a  united  South,  and 
a  divided  North  to  give  success  to  the  wild  ambition 
that  has  led  to  the  seizure  of  our  national  arsenal  and 
arms,  the  investment  and  bombardment  of  our  forts, 
the  plundering  of  our  minis,  has  invited  piracy  upon 
our  commerce,  and  now  aims  at  the  possession  of  the 
National  Capital.  The  insurrection  must  now  be  met 
by  force  of  arms;  and  to  re-establish  the  Government 
upon  an  enduring  basis,  by  asserting  its  entire  supre- 
macy, to  repossess  the  forts  and  other  Government 
property  so  unlawfully  seined  and  held;  to  ensure  per- 
sonal freedom  and  safety  to  the  people  and  commerce 
of  the  Union  in  every  section,  the  people  of  the  loyal 
States  demand,  as  with  one  voice,  and  will  contend  for, 
as  with  one  heart;  and  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  Penn- 
sylvania's sons  will  answer  the  call  to  arms,  if  need 
be,  to  wrest  us  from  a  reign  of  anarchy  and  plunder, 
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and  secure  for  theoiselves  and  their  children,  for  ages 
to  come,  the  perpetuity  of  this  Govt'rnmeut  aud  its 
beneflcent  iustttutioua. 

EntertaiQiDg  these  views,  and  anticipating  that 
more  troops  would  be  required  than  the  number  origi- 
nally called  for,  I  continued  to  receive  companies  until 
we  had  raised  twenty-three  regiments  in  Pennsylvania, . 
all  of  which  have  been  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States.  In  this  anticipation  I  was  not  mis- 
taken. On  Saturday  last  an  additional  requisition  was 
made  upon  me  for  twenty-flve  regiments  of  infantry 
and  one  regiment  of  cavalry;  aud  there  have  been 
already  more  companies  tendered  than  will  make  up 
the  entire  complement. 

Before  the  regiments  could  be  clothed,  three  of 
them  were  ordered  by  the  National  Government  (o 
proceed  from  this  point  to  Pliiladel]>liia.  I  cannot 
too  highly  commend  the  patriotism  and  devotion  of 
the  men  who,  at  a  moment's  warning,  and  without  any 
preparation,  obeyed  the  order.  Three  of  the  regi- 
ments, under  similar  circumstances,  by  direction  of, 
and  accompanied  by  officers  of  the  United  States  army, 
were  transported  to  Cockeysvilte,  near  Ualtimore,  at 
which  point  they  remained  for  two  days,  and  until  by 
directions  of  the  General  Government  they  were  or- 
dered back  and  went  into  camp  at  York,  where  there 
are  now  Ave  regiments.  Three  regiments  mustered 
into  service  are  now  encamped  at  Ohambersburg, 
under  orders  from  the  General  fiovernment;  and  five 
regiments  are  now  in  camp  at  this  place,  aud  seven 
have  been  organized  and  mustered  into  service  at 
Philadelphia. 

The  regiments  at  this  place  are  still  supplied  by 
the  Commissary  Department  of  the  State.  Their  quar. 
ters  are  as  comfortable  as  could  be  expected,  their 
supply  of  provisions  abundant,  and,  under  the  instruc- 
tion of  competent  oflicers,  they  are  rapidly  improving 
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in  luilttary  kuonii-dge  aud  ekili.  I  bave  made  arrange- 
ments to  clothe  ail  our  regiments  with  the  utmost 
dispatch  consistent  with  a  proper  economy,  aud  am 
most  linppy  to  say  that  before  the  close  of  the  present 
week  nil  our  people  now  under  arrae  will  be  abund- 
antly supplied  with  good  and  appropriate  uniforms, 
blankets  and  other  clothing. 

Four  hundred  and  sixty  of  our  volunteers,  the  first 
to  reach  Washington  from  any  of  the  States,  are  now 
at  that  city,  these  are  now  provided  for  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government;  hut  I  design  to  send  them  clothing 
at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity.  1  am  glad  to  be 
able  to  state  that  these  men,  in  their  progress  to  the  Na- 
tional Capital,  received  no  bodily  injury,  although  they 
were  subjected  to  iusuK  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  such 
as  should  no"t  have  been  offered  to  any  law-abiding  citi- 
zen, much  less  to  loyal  men,  who,  at  the  call  of  the 
President,  had  promptly  left  their  own  State  in  the 
performance  of  the  highest  duty,  and  in  the  service 
of  their  country. 

A  large  body  of  unarmed  men,  who  wore  not  at  the 
time  organized  as  a  portion  of  the  militia  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, under  the  command  of  officers  without 
commissions,  attempted  under  the  call  of  the  National 
Government,  as  I  understand,  to  reach  Wasliington, 
and  were  assaulted  by  armed  men  in  (he  city  of  Balti- 
more, many  of  their  number  were  seriously  wounded, 
and  four  were  killed.  The  larger  part  of  this  body 
returned  directly  to  Philadelphia;  but  many  of  them 
were  forcibly  detained  in  Italtiniore;  some  of  them 
were  thrust  into  prison,  and  others  have  not  yet 
reached  their  homes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  the  officers  and  men  be- 
haved with  the  utmost  gallantry.  This  body  is  now 
organized  into  a  regiment,  and  the  officers  are  com- 
missioned; they  have  been  accepted  into  the  service, 
and  will  go  fo  Washington  by  any  route  indicated  by 
the  Federal  Government. 
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I  have  estftbli^hed  a  camp  at  Pittsburg,  at  which  the 
troope  from  Western  PennBylvania  will  be  mustered 
into  service,  and  organized  and  disciplined  by  skillful 
and  experienced  officers. 

I  communicate  to  you  with  great  satisfaction,  tbe 
fact  that  the  banks  of  the  Commonwealth  have  volun- 
tarily tendered  any  amount  of  money  that  may  be 
necessary  for  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare of  the  State  and  the  nation  in  this  emergency; 
and  the  temporary  loan  of  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars authorized  by  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  17tb  April,  1861,  was  promptly  taken  at  par. 
The  money  is  not  yet  exhausted;  as  it  has  been  impos- 
sible to  have  the  accounts  properly  audited  and  settled 
with  the  accounting  and  pacing  ofHcers  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  required  by  law,  an  account  of  this  expendi- 
ture can  not  now  be  furnished.  The  Auditor  Oeneral 
and  State  Treasurer  have  established  a  system  of  set- 
tlement and  payment,  of  which  I  entirely  approve,  that 
provides  amply  for  the  protection  of  the  State,  and 
to  which  all  parties  having  claims  will  be  obliged  to 
conform. 

A  much  larger  sum  will  be  required  than  has  been 
distinctively  appropriated ;  but  I  could  not  receive  nor 
make  engagements  for  money  without  authority  of 
law,  and  1  have  called  you  together,  not  only  to  pro- 
vide for  a  complete  re-organization  of  the  militia  of 
the  State,  but  also  that  you  may  give  me  authority 
to  pledge  the  faith  of  tbe  Commonwealth  to  borrow 
snch  sums  of  money  as  you  may,  in  your  discretion, 
de^m  necessary  for  these  extraordinary  requirements. 

It  is  impossible  to  predict  the  lengths  to  which  "the 
madness  that  rules  the  hour"  in  the  rebellious  States 
shall  lead  us,  or  when  the  calamities  which  threaten 
our  hitherto  happy  country  shall  terminate.  We 
know  that  many  of  our  people  have  already  left  the 
State  in  the  service  of  the  General  Government,  and 
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that  many  more  must  follow.  We  have  a  long  line 
of  border  on  Stales  aeriousfy  disaffected,  which  should 
he  protected.  To  furnish  ready  support  to  those  who 
have  gone  out,  and  to  protect  our  borders,  we  should 
have  a  well  regulated  military  force. 

I,  therefore  recommend  the  immediate  organization, 
disciplining  and  arming  of  at  least  fifteen  regiments 
of  cavalry  and  infantry,  exclusive  of  those  called  into 
the  service  of  the  tTuited  States;  as  we  have  already 
ample  warning  of  the  necessity  of  being  prepared 
for  any  sudden  exigency  that  may  arise,  I  cannot  too 
mnch  impr<'88  this  upon  you. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  alluding  to  the  generous  man- 
ner in  which  the  people  of  all  pariB  of  the  State  have, 
from  their  private  means,  provided  for  the  families 
of  those  of  our  citizens  who  are  now  under  arms.  In 
mnny  jiarts  of  the  Commonwealth,  grand  juries,  and 
courts  and  municipal  corporations  have  recommended 
tlic  appropriations  of  moneys  from  their  public  funds, 
for  the  same  comniondahle  iiurpose.  I  would  recom- 
mend IliG  pi<.us:i};('  of  an  act  Icgiili^'.ing  and  anihori/.iiig 
such  apprnpriiitions  and  cvpendilin'es. 

It  may  be  expected  llmt,  in  tlie  jiresctit  derangement 
of  trade  and  commerce,  and  tlw  withdrinval  of  so  much 
industry  from  its  ordinary  and  productive  cliaimels, 
the  selling  value  of  jiroperty  generally  will  he  depre- 
ciated, and  a  huge  jiorlion  of  our  (■iliKi'ns  dejirived  of 
the  ordinary  means  of  meeting  engagements.  Al- 
though mnch  forbearance  may  be  e.xjiectod  from  a 
generous  and  niagnaninions  peojile.  yet  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  recommend  the  passage  of  a  judicious  law  to 
prevent  the  saerifieo  of  property  by  forced  sales  in  llie 
co!l»H-(ion  of  debts, 

Vou  meet  together  at  tliis  special  session,  sur- 
rounded by  circumstances  involving  tlie  most  solemn 
n'sjionHihilities;  the  n^collections  of  (he  glories  of 
the  past,  the  retlectlons  of  the  gloomy  present,  and 
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the  ancertainty  of  the  futare,  all  alike  call  upon  yon 
to  discharge  your  duty  in  a  spirit  of  patriotic  courage, 
comprehensive  wiBdora  and  firm  resolution.  Never  in 
the  history  of  our  peace-lOYing  Commonwealth  have 
■  the  hearts  of  our  people  been  bo  stirred  iu  their  depths 
as  at  the  present  moment.  And,  1  feel,  that  I  need 
hardly  say  to  you,  that  in  the  performance  of  your 
duties  00  this  occasion,  aud  in  providing  the  ways  and 
means  for  the  maintenance  of  our  country's  glory  and 
oar  integrity  as  a  nation,  you  should  he  inspired  by 
feelings  of  self-sacrifice,  kindred  to  those  which  ani- 
mate the  brave  men  who  have  devoted  their  lives  to 
the  perils  of  the  battle-fleld,  in  defence  of  our  nation's 
flag. 

Gentlemen,  I  place  the  honor  of  the  State  in  your 
hands.  And  I  pray  that  the  Almighty  Ood  who  pro- 
tected our  fathers  in  their  efforts  to  establish  this  our 
great  constitutional  liberty — who  has  controlled  the 
growth  of  civilization  and  Christianity  in  our  midst, 
may  not  now  forsake  us;  that  lie  may  watch  over  your 
counsels,  and  may,  in  His  providence,  lead  those  who 
have  left  path  of  duty,  and  are  acting  in  open  rebellion 
to  the  Government,  back  again  to  perfect  loyalty,  and 
restore  peace,  harmony  and  fraternity  to  our  die 
tracted  conntry, 

A.  G.  CURTLV. 
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To  the  Assembly  Concerning  Troops  for  the  Support 
of  the  Union,  with  Correspondence  Relating 
Thereto. 

Executive  Chamber. 
Harrisburg,  May  2,  1861. 

Oentlemen: — 
T  N  MY  COMMUNICATION  TO  YOU  OF  THE  3I)TH 
J  of  April,  I  had  the  honor  to  say,  that  a  requisition 
had  been  made  on  me  for  twenty-five  additional 
rt>gimeuts  and  one  of  t-aralry,  for  the  service  of  the 
National  Government.  An  that  order  was  couuter- 
manded,  by  a  telegraphic  despatch,  on  the  evening  of 
the  30th  ultimo,  and  by  a  written  order  received  this 
moruin)^  from  Major  General  Patterson,  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  lay"  the  subject  before  you,  for  your  considera- 
tion. 

The  first  order  made  upon  me  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment was  for  sixteen  regiments  of  infantry,  which, 
by  a  subsequent  order,  was  reduced  tn  fourteen  (14.) 
That  order  was  filled  immediately,  and  I  continued  to 
receive  companies  for  the  reasons  assigned  iu  my  mes- 
sage of  April  30th,  until  twenty-three  regiments  were 
mustered  inio  the  service  of  the  United  States.  The 
order  from  Major  General  Patterson  of  the  25th,  is 
as  follows: 


Headquarters, 
Mllllary  Department  of  Washington, 
PhiladelpliLa.   April    ^5,   1861. 
HU  Excellency.  Andrew  G.  Curtin,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 
Sir — I  feel  it  my  duty  to  express  to  you  my  clear  and  decided 
opinion   that   the    force   at    the   disposal    of    this    Department 
should  be  increased  without  delay. 

1  therefore  have  lo  request  your  Excellency  to  direct  that 
twenty-flve  additional  regiments  oE  infantry  and  ore  of  cav- 
alry be  called  for  forthwith,  to  be  mustered  Into  the  service  of 
the  United  State.?. 


Andrew  Gregg  Curtin.  381 

Offlc«ra  will  be  detailed  to  Inspect  and  muster  the  men  Into 
service  as  Boon  as  I  am  informed  of  tbe  points  of  rendezyons 
wblch  may  be  designated  by  your  Excellency. 
I  bave  the  bonor  to  be, 

Witb  great  respect, 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major  General. 

I  coDimeticed,  immediately,  to  raise  the  additiooa) 
force,  and  a  large  number  of  companies  was  accepted 
from  different  parts  of  tlic  State,  and  from  which  we 
had  not  talien  companies  to  fill  the  first  requisition; 
many  of  the  companies  are  here  and  on  their  way  to 
this  rendezTOUS  and  Camp  Wilkins,  at  Pittsburg, 

The  officer  of  the  United  States  .\rniy  detailed  to 
master  companies  into  service  at  I'ittsbnrg,  has  been 
withdrawn,  and  no  more  companies  will  be  mustered 
into  the  service  at  the  different  points  of  rendezvous 
established  by  the  Government  in  this  State. 

The  letter  from  Major  General  Patterson,  rescinding 
tbe  order  for  additional  regiments,  is  as  follows : 

Headquarters, 
Military  IJepartment  of  Pennsylvania, 
Pblladelpbia.  Fa.,  April  30.  1S61. 
To  His  Excellency,  A.  O.  Curtin,  Harrleburg.  Pennsylvania: 

Sir— On  the  25th  Instant  I  addressed  you  a  com munt cation, 
expressing  my  opinion  that  the  force  at  my  disposal  was  In- 
adequate, and  suggested  that  twenty-six  additional  regiments 
be  added  to  the  Pennsylvania  contingent.  Since  that  date, 
otber  States  have  fumUbed  a  number  of  disciplined  trocqis, 
well  armed,  and  sutflcient  tor  the  present  requirements  of  tbe 
service  at  the  National  Capital;  and  It  wilt,  therefore,  be  In- 
expedient to  accept  the  services  of  more  three  months  volun- 
teers. 

The  three  companies  referred  to  In  my  communication  of  the 
28th,  are  required  for  Immediate  service,  and  one  troop  will 
bo  on  duty  to-morrow. 

A  call  may  he  made  for  an  additional  force  of  volunteers,  to 
serve  tor  two  years  or  the  war;  but  the  authority  therefor 
vll]  he  provided  In  time  to  cause  no  delay  or  Inconvenience. 

The  Qovranment  Informs  me  that  no  more  three  monthfc 


men  will  be  required,  plans  bavlag  been  adopted  t 
the  army  Id  a  rauch  more  elBcient  manner  I  bave.  tberefore. 
to  request  that  my  suggestion  In  relation  to  additional  regi- 
ments bo  not  taken  Into  consideration.  1  eee  that  you  have 
recommended  to  the  LeglGlature  to  keep  a  lorce  under  State 
organization  in  readineBB  lor  State  defence,  and  to  respond  to 
a.  ca!l  (rflm  Ibe  Genernl  Government.  I  do  not  doubt  tbat,  at 
the  present  time,  bo  prudent  a  proposition  wilt  meet  with  a 
ready  affirmative  responee  from  a  co-ordinate  braneh  ol  the 
State  Government.  And  in  that  case  any  force,  above  that 
called  for  by  the  Government,  and  now  collected,  can  he  or- 
ganized and  disciplined  under  State  tawa.  This  force  will  tben 
be  in  a  condition  to  fill  tbe  future  wants  of  tbe  Government, 
and  In  the  best  possible  manner. 
I  am.  sir. 

Vary  respectfully. 

Your  ob't  servft, 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major  GeneraJ. 

For  Ibe  purpose  of  n  clear  iinderstiinding  of  the 
termH  and  conditions  upon   wbich  the  Peunsylvauia 

iliiotn  of  lilt'  mil  of  the  (ipnpral  Govt'inmpnt  is  ad- 
mitted into  the  Beivice,  I  coinmiinitate,  with  tliis  mes- 
sage, the  following  answers  to  interrogatories  put  by 
me  to  the  War  Department  on  that  subject; 

War  Department. 
Waflhington,  April   29,   1861. 
His  Excellency,  Andrew  G.  Ciirtin,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania, 
Harrisburg: 
Dear  Sir:     In  answer  to  the  queries  propounded  by  you  to 
this  Department,  and  presented  by  O.  F.  Dickey,  Esq..  I  have 
the  honor  to  reply: 

1.  That  (he  quota  of  militia  from  Pennsylvania  cannot  be 
Increased  at  present.  But  the  President  has  authorized  the 
raising  of  twenty-five  regiments  of  volunteers,  to  serve  for 
three  years,  or  during  the  war.  Under  thla  call  one  or  two 
additional  regiments,  on  the  conditions  stated,  will  be  ac- 
cepted from  Pennsylvania, 

2.  The  soldiers,  as  soon  as  mustered  Into  service,  are  pro- 
vided for  by  the  United  States. 

3.  Camp  equipage  Is  always  supplied  by  tbe  United  Statea; 
but  being  unable  to  do  so  as  rapidly  as  needed,  would  recom- 
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mend  your  State  to  do  bo,  and  present  the  bill  for  the  same. 
Clothing  1b  Bometlmes  Issued  to  volunteers,  but  at  present  we 
hare  not  the  supplies  for  that  purpose:  It  Is,  however,  being 
prepared  as  rapidly  as  possible.  The  soldier  receives  a 
monthly  allowance  tor  clothins,  Id  addition  to  his  pay. 

4.  This  Is  TuUy  answered  above. 

6.  The  law  provides  pay,  as  transportation  from  place  ot 
rendesvous  to  tlie  place  of  muster, 

6.  Not  knowing  the  wants  of  the  troops,  it  is  difficult  to 
answer  this  query.  Arms  and  equipments  are  turnlehed  by 
the  United  States. 

Should  the  troops  be  In  Immediate  want  of  clothing  or  equip- 
ments, and  the  State  can  furnish  them,  the  U.  S.  Government 
will  reimburse  the  expense  of  doing  so,  but  being  out  of  the 
regular  order  of  furnishing  supplies,  this  Department  could 
not,  of  course,  direct  that  It  should  be  done,  )jut  would  recom- 
mend it. 

7.  The  Department  has  no  regular  form  of  voucher  for  the 
purpose  desired.  Any  form  that  shall  specify  the  Items  In 
such  detail  as  to  enable  the  matter  to  be  passed  upon,  would 
be  sufficient. 

5.  In  consequence  of  the  numerous  resignations  in  the  army, 
the  Department  does  not  feel  at  liberty,  at  present,  to  detail 
any  officers  to  the  duly  Indicated. 

I  hope  the  foregoing  answers  will  be  suttleiently  full  and 
■atlsfactory  for  your  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

SIMON  CAMERON. 
Secretary  of  War, 

I  take  tliie  occasion  to  again  repeat  my  opinion  of 
the  necessity  for  (he  iramediale  organizalion  and  eqnip- 
meut  of  at  least  fifteen  regiments,  as  recommended  in 
my  meaeage  of  30th  April. 

Since  the  change  in  the  order  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment, it  becomes  more  necessary  for  the  defence  of 
our  border,  and  the  protection  of  our  citizens  who 
may  eoon  leave  the  State  in  the  service  of  the  Federal 
Government.  As  the  force  directed  to  the  national 
capital  will  be  very  much  diminished,  It  is  eminently 
proper  that  a  portion  of  our  people,  fully  prepared  for 
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any  emergoncy,  should  follow  their  advance, 
ncfessily  should  ooi'iir.  march  to  their  rtfliff.  I  am 
moat  happy  to  And  that  Major  General  Patterson,  in 
the  letter  communicated  with  this  mesaage,  seems  to 
fully  concur  in  this  opinion,  and  an  experience  and 
knowledge  of  military  affairs,  with  his  high  command 
under  the  Federal  Government,  render  any  expression 
of  ojjinion  from  such  a  quarter  worthy  of  the  highest 
consideration. 

I  submit  these  facts,  which  have  transpired  since  my 
message  of  the  30th  ult.,  to  aid  yon  in  your  delibera- 
tions npon  the  weighty  isBues  involved. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Vacate  Oak 
Alley,  in  the  Borough  of  Easton,  in  the  County 
of  Northampton." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  May  2. 1861. 
Gentlemen: — 

I    HEREWITH    liETT'RX    TO    THE    SENATE,    IN 
which  it  originated,  bill.  No.  .'547,  entitled  "An  act 
to  vacate  Oak  alley,  in  the  borough  of  Easton.  in 
tlie  county  of  Northampton,"  with  my  objections. 

The  cor])orate  powers  conferred  upon  boroughs, 
whether  incorporated  by  the  courts  or  I.egislature, 
are  clearly  and  carefully  defined  by  the  act  of  the  3d 
of  April,  18")!.  By  reference  to  this  law.  which  has 
been  found  to  work  with  admirable  convenience,  and 
to  have  given  general  satisfaction,  the  power  is  given 
to  "survey,  lay  out,  enact  and  ordain  such  roads. 
streets,  lanes,  courts  and  common  sewers  as  they  may 
deem  necessary;"  and  again,  "to  prohibit  the  erection 
or  construction  of  any  building  or  work,  excavation 
or  other  obstruction  to  the  opening,  widening,  straight- 
ening and  convenient  use  thereof;"  and  again,  "to  reg- 
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ulate  the  roada,  streets,  lanes,  alleys,  &c.,  and  have 
al!  other  needfnl  jurisdiction  over  the  same," 

Wlierever  the  Ijeg^elature  has,  by  general  law,  cou- 
flded  to  the  people  the  control  over  that  which  inti- 
mately cODcerne  their  comfort  and  convenience,  such 
law  should  be  duly  observed  and  respected,  unless 
some  unyielding  necessity  appears  for  overriding  its 
provisions. 

The  people  of  the  borough  of  Easton,  through  their 
corporate  officers,  are  surely  more  competent  to  judge 
of  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  the  opening  and 
closing  of  streets,  lanes  and  alleys,  which  are  in  daily 
and  constant  use  by  them,  than  the  members  of  the 
Legisla-ture  could  possibly  be.  The  location  of  streets, 
lanes  and  alleys  is  a  species  of  legislation  peculiar 
to  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  borough  to  be 
affected,  with  which  the  representatives  of  other  coun- 
ties should  have  no  more  to  do  than  with  the  erection 
of  court  bouses,  jails  and  other  public  buildings  of  the 
respective  counties  of  the  Commonwealth. 

It  is  due  to  the  present  Legislature  to  say  that,  con- 
sidering the  multiplicity  of  bills  passed  by  them  at 
the  present  session,  but  few  have  been  made  the  sub- 
ject of  executive  objection,  and  those  mainly  confined 
to  a  class  like  the  present,  which,  for  want  of  time  at 
the  close  of  the  session,  cannot  be  as  carefully  scrati- 
nized  as  the  importance  of  the  interests  to  be  affected 
would  seem  to  demand. 

Believing,  therefore,  that  the  power  is  lodged  where 
it  should  be,  with  the  people  of  the  respective  bor- 
ooghs,  who,  under  the  act  of  1851,  are  to  be  duly  noti- 
fied of  any  contemplated  change,  I  am  free  to  avow 
my  reluctance  to  sanction  legislation  which  deprives 
them  of  a  thorou^rhfare  without  their  knowledge  and 
consent.  For  these  reasons  1  withhold  by  approval. 
A.  G.  CUBTIN. 

»— Vol.  VlII— 4th  Ser. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Relating  to  a  Cer- 
tain Alley  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  April  30,  1861. 
fi(Mitlem<^n:— 

FOK  TIIK  HKASOXS  SKT  FORTH  IN  MY  OllJEC- 
(ions  til  Senate  bill,  Xo.  5i7,  I  herewith  return 
lo  the  Sensite,  where  it  origiuated,  bill  No,  813, 
entilk'd  "An  Ant  relating  to  a  certain  alley  in  the  city 
of  I'lilliidelphin."  without  my  signaturi^'. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 


To  ihe  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Vacating  Part  of 
Strawberry  Alley,  in  the  Reserve  Tract,  Opposite 
Pittsburg." 

E.teciilive  Chamber, 
narrisburir.  April  30.  18C1, 
(lentlenien: — 

FOR  TIIK  REASONS  MOHK  FULLY  SET  FORTH 
in  my  objections  to  Senate  bill  No.  547.  I  here- 
with retnni  lo  (he  Senate,  where  it  originated, 
bill,  No.  i>l7.  entitled  ".\n  .\<t  vacating  part  of  Straw- 
berry alley,  in  the  reserve  tract,  opposile  Pittsbwrg," 
without  my  Rignature. 

A.  G.  CTIRTIN. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Grade,  Curb 
and  Pave  Main  or  Market  Street,  in  the  Town  of 
Annville,  Lebanon  County." 

Executive  Gliaint)er, 
Harrisburg,  April  30,  1861. 
Gentlemen : — 

FOR  THE  REASONS  MORE  FULLY  BET  FORTH 
in  my  ohections  to  Senate  bill,  No.  647,  I  here- 
witlt  return  to  the  Senate,  where  it  originated, 
bill,  No.  763,  entitled  "An  Act  to  grade,  curb  and  pave 
Main  or  Market  street,  in  the  town  of  Annville,  Leba- 
non county,*'  without  my  signature. 

A.  G.  OURTIN. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Extend  Para- 
dise Street,  in  the  Borough  of  Turbutville,  in  the 
County  of  Northumbeiland." 

■Executive  Chamber, 
Harrishnrg,  April  30,  1861. 
Gentlemen : — 

FOR  TDE  REASONS  MORE  FULLY  SET  FORTH 
in  my  obection  to  Seoate  bill,  No.  547, 1  herewith 
return  to  the  Senate,  where  it  originated,  bill, 
No.  flilO,  entitled   "An  Act  to  extend  Paradise  street, 
in  the  borough  of  Turbutville,  in  the  county  of  North- 
umberland,'' without  my  signature. 

A.  G.  OUBTIN. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Vacate  a.  Part 
of  French  Street,  in  the  Twenty-fourth  Ward,  in 

the  City  of  Philadelphia." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  May  2,  1881. 
Geullemen: — 

FOK  THE  REASONS  BET  FOKTH  IN  MY  OBJEC- 
tioiiB  to  Hfiiate  bill,  No.  5-17,  I  herewith  return 
lo  Ihe  Senate,  where  it  originated,  bill,  No.  8(il, 
entirled    "An  At-I  to  vacate  a  part  of  French  Btreet, 
in  the  Twenty-fourth  ward,  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia," without  my  signature. 

A.  G.  OURTIN. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Authorize  the 
Erection  of  a  Free  Bridge  Over  the  River  Schuyl- 
kill, at  South  Street,  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia." 
Executive  f'lianiber, 
IlarriBburg,  May  2,  ISfil. 
Gentlemen: — 

I     HEREWITH    RETURN    TO    THE    SENATE.    IN 
which  it  originated,  with  my  obeetions,  Senate  bill, 
No.  44i),  entitled   "An  Act  to  aiithorixe  the  erec- 
tion of  a  free  bridge  over  (he  river  Schuylkill,  at  South 
street,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia." 

By  the  first  section  of  this  bill,  slu.iilil  it  become  a 
law,  the  councils  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  are  re- 
quired to  erect,  or  cause  to  be  erected,  a  good  and  sub- 
stantial bridge  over  the  river  Schuylkill,  (he  cost  of 
whicli  is  not  to  excwd  two  hundred  ami  fifly  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  raised  by  loan  on  bonds  redeemable  in 
forty  years. 

There  is  certainly  no  legislation  of  more  doubtful 
expediency  than  that  which  constrains  the  representa- 
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tives  of  the  people  to  act  against  their  own  and  their 
coDStituentB'  convictionB.  The  councils  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  are  I'Cgularly  elected  hy  the  people,  and 
are  charged  with  duties  and  truRta  of  a  ver;  high  and 
resonaible  character,  and  it  seems  scarcely  fair  that 
they  Bhoold  be  required  by  the  Legislature  to  tax  their 
people  against  their  consent  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
Btracting  a  bridge,  which  seTen-tentbs  of  the  inbabi- 
tants  may  never  either  see  or  use. 

Ineqaality  of  taxation  is  always  to  be  deprecated, 
bnt  more  especially  so,  when  it  is  imposed  upon  the 
tax-payers  by  legislation  overriding  their  expressed 
wishes  and  interests.  To  what  extent  this  may  have 
been  done  in  the  present  instance,  I  am  unable  to  say, 
but  in  the  absence  of  knowledge  to  the  contrary,  it  is 
but  fair  to  presume  that  a  very  small  portion  of  the 
people,  proposed  to  be  taxed,  are  in  favor  of  the 
measure. 

The  bill  is  one  of  very  considerable  importance,  as 
well  in  its  bearing  upon  the  interests  of  those  to  be 
affected  by  taxation,  as  upon  that  of  another  class, 
whose  capital  has  been  invested  in  bridges  upon  the 
same  stream,  under  previous  charters  of  incorpora- 
tion authorizing  the  charging  and  collection  of  tolls, 
upon  the  dividend  of  which  revenue  may  accrae  to 
the  Commonwealth. 

Beside,  the  shortness  of  the  time  which  I  have  had 
to  consider  the  hill,  having  been  received  with  many 
others  on  the  sixteenth  of  the  present  month,  at  a 
time  when  other  and  more  pressing  matters  were 
justly  entitled  to  precedence  in  their  consideration,  has 
rendered  it  impossible  for  me  to  give  it  that  thoroagb 
examination  which  its  importance  demands. 

I  return  it  with  these  as  my  obections,  without  my 
approval. 

A.  G.  CUBTIN. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Nesquehoning  Valley  Railroad   Company." 
Kxeeutivo  OTiainber, 
Harnsliiirg,  May  2,  1801. 
Gentlemen: — 

1  HEREWITH  RETURN,  WITH  MY  OBJECTIONS, 
bill,  No.  955,  to  the  Senate,  in  whieli  it  originated, 
entitled  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Xesquehon- 
ing  Valley  railroad  company." 

The  nnlimited  power  conferred  by  the  third  eection 
of  this  bill,  constrains  me  to  withhold  my  approval. 

The  act  of  the  I'Jth  Febrnary.  184Jt,  regulating  the 
organization  of  railroad  companies,  provides  that 
whenever  a  special  act  shall  be  passed  authorizing  the 
construclion  of  a  railroad,  and  certain  rei]uirement8 
are  complied  with,  letters  patent  are  issued  by  the  Gov- 
ernor conferring  the  necessary  corporate  powers. 
Tills  general  law,  which  is  very  carefully  framed,  evi- 
dently contemplates  that  hut  a  single  road  shall  be 
embraced  in  any  one  law,  which  wise  and  salutary 
provision  avoids  coiillicts  in  locations,  and  serves  to 
preserve  our  citinenw,  who  invest  their  money  in  such 
pnblic  enterprises,  from  ruinous  and  unneci-ssary  com- 
petition with  their  neighbors. 

This  bill  confers  authority  to  construct  an  nnlimite<l 
number  of  bramh  railways,  without  in  any  way  desig- 
nating (he  points  of  iiuinection.  and  to  increase  the 
capital  stock  from  half  a  million  to  two  millions  and  a 
half. 

The  bill  authorizes  the  conslniclion  of  a  road  from 
the  I-ehigh  canal,  near  the  month  of  the  Xesipiehoning 
creek,  in  the  county  of  Carbon,  lo  the  head  watei's  of 
said  creek,  or  thereabout.  Ilesitle  the  uncertainty  of 
location  to  which  this  description  necessarily  Kives 
rise,  as  well  as  that  which  attends  the  connection  of 
three  authorized  branch  roads,  with  three  other  roads. 
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ID  the  bill  specified  and  named,  the  most  formidable 
objection  grows  out  of  the  clause  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  third  section,  which  authorizes  a  connection  with 
all  other  roads  "which  now  are  or  may  be  hereafter 
conatrncted  contiguous  to  the  said  'Nesquehoning  Val- 
ley railroad'  or  its  branches." 

Under  this  bill,  should  it  become  a  law,  the  Nesque- 
boning  Valley  railroad  company  would  hare  power  to 
constrDCt  as  many  branch  roads  as  they  might  deem 
proper,  without  limitation  of  any  kind,  provided  they 
were  connected  with  any  other  road  iu  the  vicinity 
of  the  main  stem  of  any  of  its  branches. 

The  exercise  of  a  power  so  broad  and  unqualified 
may  result  in  great  and  irr(*]>arable  injury  to  other 
roads,  exclude  other  und  equally  enterprising  capi- 
talists from  the  occupaucy  of  territory  which  should 
be  common  to  all  in  the  construction  of  great  public 
thoroughfares,  concentrate  in  the  bauds  of  a  single 
company  a  monopoly  of  privileges  which  ought  not  to 
be  sanctioned,  and  in  the  end  be  productive  of  very 
great  injustice  and  injury  to  many  of  our  citizeuB  and 
capitalists  who  have  invested  their  means  in  enter- 
prises of  a  similar  character. 

For  these  reasons  I  withhold  my  approval  of  the  bill. 
A.  a.  CURTIN. 

To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Supplementary 
to  the  Several  Acts  of  this  Commonwealth  for  the 
Sale  of  Unseated  Lands." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Hnrrisburg,  May  2, 1861. 
Gentlemen : — 

I  HEREWITH  BETTTRN,  WITH  MY  OBJECTIONS, 
to  the  Senate,  in  which  It  originated,  bill.  No.  728, 
entitled    "An  Act  supplementary  to  the  several 
acts  of  this  CommonweaUli  for  the  sale  of  unseated 
lands." 
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The  bill  provides  that  in  case  of  the  sale  by  a  treas- 
urer of  a  tract  of  unseated  lande,  part  of  which  is 
claimed  by  some  oiie  else  by  survey,  that  within  two 
years  thereafter  said  claimant  may  pay  to  the  treas- 
urer the  amount  of  taxes  assessed  upon  so  much  of 
said  tract  as  may  be  included  within  the  interfering 
survey;  and  that  the  said  payment  shall  operate  as 
a  redemption  of  the  land  within  said  lines. 

The  inconvenience,  if  not  the  impracticability  of  this 
provision,  to  say  nothing  of  the  innovation  which  it 
makes  upon  the  well  settled  land  laws  of  the  State, 
constrains  me  to  withbold  my  approval.  To  determine 
the  pro  rata  share  of  taxes  upon  each  interference 
would  increase  conflicts  of  title,  now  already  too  nu- 
merous; and  beside,  would  allow  mere  claimants,  with- 
out, perhaps,  a  shadow  of  tille  to  redeem,  thereby 
chantriug  the  existing  rule,  which  confines  redemption 
to  owners  only. 

Beside,  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  legal  necessity 
for  any  such  enactment.  A  treasurer's  sale  of  a  tract 
of  land  upon  which  there  is  an  iiiterferinft  survey,  can- 
not, in  any  manner,  affect  the  title  to  the  interfereuce 
of  the  owner  tliereof  wbo  lias  paid  tlie  taxes  upon  the 
tract  of  which  the  interfercn<-e  is  a  j>art.  For  thewe 
reasons.  I  am  constrained  to  withhold  my  approval 
of  the  bill,  and  accoi'dingly  return  it  with  my  olijec 
tiona. 

A.  G.  (TRTIN. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vejoing  "An  Act  to  Abolish  the 
Court  of  Nisi  Prius." 

Executive  Chamber, 
HarriBburg,  May  2,  1861. 
Gentlemen ; — 

I  HEREWITH  RETURN  TO  THE  SENATE,  IN 
which  it  originated,  bill,  No.  360,  entitled  "An 
act  to  abolish  the  court  of  uUi  prius,"  with  my  ob- 
jectious  to  its  approval. 

The  bill  proposes  to  abolish  the  court  of  "nisi  prius," 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  also  to  withdraw  from 
the  Supreme  Court  all  origiDal  jurisdiction  at  law.  By 
the  act  of  the  21th  February,  1S06,  issues  in  fact,  iu  the 
Bnpreme  Court,  were  prohibited  from  being  itried  in 
banc,  and  were  directed  to  be  tried  by  courts  of  nisi 
prius,  which  were  to  be  fixed  by  the  judges  of  the  for- 
mer courts;  and  by  the  act  of  the  14th  of  April,  1834,  it  • 
was  enjoined  as  a  duty  upon  said  judges,  to  direct  the 
holding  of  courts  of  nisi  prius  whenever  occasion 
should  require. 

By  the  act  of  the  16th  of  June,  1836,  chancery  juris- 
diction is  given  to  the  Supreme  Court,  so  far  as  re- 
lates to  the  perpetuation  of  testimony;  the  obtaining 
of  evidence  from  places  not  within  the  State;  the  care 
of  the  persons  and  estate  of  those  who  are  "non  compos 
mentis;"  the  control,  removal  and  discharge,  and  ap- 
pointment of  trustees,  and  the  settlement  of  their 
accounts;  the  supervision  and  control  of  all  corporate 
and  unincorporated  societies  or  associations,  and  part- 
nerships; the  discovery  of  facts  material  to  a  just  de- 
termination of  issues,  and  other  questions  arising  or 
depending  in  said  courts;  the  determination  of  rights 
to  property  or  money,  claimed  by  two  or  more  per- 
sons, in  the  hands  or  possession  of  a  person  claiming 
no  right  of  property  therein;  the  prevention  or  re- 
straint of  the  commission  or  continuance  of  acts  con- 
trary to  law,  and  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  tie  J 
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community  or  tlie  rights  of  iu^ividuulu;  the  alTordiog 
Bpeciflc  relief  when  a  recovery  iu  damages  would  be  an 
inadequate  remedy. 

And  further,  by  the  act  of  the  13th  of  June,  1S40,  the 
equity  jui'iHdictioD  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  said  city, 
was  extended  to  all  cases  over  which  courts  of  chan- 
cery entertain  jurisdiction,  on  the  ground  of  fraud, 
accident,  mistake  or  account.  And  again,  by  (he  act 
of  the  13th  of  October,  1840.  it  waa  extended  to  the 
aettlement  of  all  partnership  accounts,  and  all  such 
other  accounts  as,  by  the  common  law  and  usiiges  of 
this  Commonwealth,  have  heretofore  been  settled  by 
the  action  of  account  render.  This  extendtd 
list  of  enumerated  powers  it  is  not  jn-oposed 
to  disturb.  In  many,  if  not  in  most  of  which, 
isauca  of  fact,  of  very  serious  complication  must 
necesBarily  arise.  II  iH  not  to  bo  expected  tliat 
all  these  issues  can  be  deteimined  upon  bill  and  answer 
alone,  or  by  the  application  solely  of  equitable  jnriB- 
diction.  Issues  growinp  out  of  fraud,  rights  to  money, 
partnerships,  iSrc.  to  a  very  large  extent,  involvt'  ques- 
tions of  credibility  which  no  master  in  chancery  can 
determine,  and  which  it  is  the  conslitutional  right 
of  the  parties  to  have  adjudicated  through  the  inter- 
vention of  a  jury. 

To  abolish  the  nisi  prius,  and  to  leave  the  Supreme 
Court  clotlied  with  all  the  above  euunierated  powers, 
would,  in  my  judgment,  lead  to  great  embarrassment 
in  the  administiation  of  jnstice.  Whether  the  nisi 
prius  of  Philadelphia  has  been  confin.^d,  in  its  trial  of 
causes,  to  the  cases  only  which  were  brought  on  the 
law  side  of  the  Supreme  Court,  I  am  unable  to  say, 
but  under  the  liberal  jiowers  given  (<cm  by  the  act 
of  ISOC,  to  certify  issues  in  fact  to  the  nisi  iirins,  and 
ill  view  of  the  express  prohibition  to  try  Ihem  in  banc, 
it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  issues  of  fact  in  pend- 
ing chancery  cases  are  cerlilied  and  tried  by  the  former 
conrt. 
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In  a  city  bo  rapidly  growing  in  population,  com- 
iuf>rce,  mannfactureB  and  tbe  mechanic  arts,  delays  in 
the  admiDietratioQ  of  justice,  which  are  often  made 
the  subject  of  very  great  complaiut,  should  be  care- 
fally  avoided,  and  instead  of  diminishing  tbe  courts, 
the  public  interest  would  seem  rather  to  require  and 
demand  that  tbe  number  should  be  increased.  It  is 
a  matter  of  vast  importance  to  the  people  of  every 
commaDity,  that  justice  should  be  administered  with- 
out delay,  and  more  especially  so  in  a  great  commer- 
cial and  manafactaring  metropolis  like  that  of  Phila- 
delphia, that  the  already  somewhat  complicated  ma- 
chinery of  business  operations,  with  which  all  her 
people  are  more  or  less  intimately  connected,  should 
not  in  any  way  be  clogged  for  the  want  of  either  legis- 
lation or  judicial  aid  in  its  regulation  and  control. 

To  abolish  the  nisi  prins,  would  greatly  increase  the 
business  of  the  district  court,  and  for  the  want  of 
power  to  try  the  issues  of  fact  which  the  Supreme 
Conrt  have  been  in  the  practice  of  certifying  to  the 
nisi  prius,  would,  in  my  judgment,  hinder  and  delay 
the  administration  of  justice. 

The  bill  was  presented  to  nif  on  the  18th  of  the 
present  month,  since  which  time  I  have  been  so  pressed 
with  other  public  duties,  as  to  prevent  me  from  giving 
it  as  thorough  an  examination  as  I  could  have  desired, 
but  for  the  reasons  already  giveu,  I  return  it  without 
my  approval. 

A.  G.  CUBTIN. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "A  Further  Suppltment 
Act    Relative    to    the   Claim    of    Thomas 
Morley." 

Executive  Cliamber, 
Harrisburg,  May  2,  1861. 
Gentlemen: — 

I  HEREWITH  KETURJJ  TO  THE  SENATE,  IN 
which  it  originated,  bill,  No.  176,  entitled  "A 
furtlier  supplenieut  to  an  act,  approved  the  ITth 
day  of  March,  1858,  relative  to  the  claim  of  Thomas 
Morley. 

The  bill  constitutes  ttie  preuident  jndge,  and  hia  as- 
sociates, of  Wyoming  county,  couimissiouers  to  exam- 
ine, adjust  and  settle  the  claim  of  Thomas  Morley 
against  the  Commonwealth,  and  clothes  them  with 
all  the  powers  which  are  conferred  upon  arbitrators 
by  the  act  of  the  10th  of  June,  A.  D.  18:JC,  relating  to 
arbitratorB.  The  report  of  the  commissioners  is  to 
be  made  to  the  Auditor  General,  and  the  amount  there- 
of lo  be  paid  by  the  State  Treasurer.  The  bill  also 
provides  for  paying  these  commissioners  four  dollars 
per  day  for  every  day  necessarily  employed,  to  be  paid 
by  the  claimant,  unless  an  award  be  rendered  in  his 
favor. 

In  addition  to  the  seeming  impropriety  of  constitut- 
ing the  judges  of  a  court  arbitrators,  there  is  a  still 
greater  objection  to  their  exercise  of  the  powers  cou- 
feri'ed  by  the  act  of  183(i. 

In  case  of  misbehaviour,  corruption  or  oilier  undue 
means  in  the  rendition  of  the  award,  that  act  pro- 
vides for  setting  it  aside,  and  ronstitiites  the  court 
the  tribunal  to  hear  and  determine  these  qucKlions. 
In  this  case  no  such  remedy  could  be  had  to  reach 
the  most  palpable  misbehaviour  or  corruption,  or  both, 
as  the  judges  aro  lo  act  in  both  capacities,  as  commis- 
sioners and  judges.  If  it  he  said  that  the  bill  does 
not  authorize  any  application  for  remedy  against  mis- 
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beharioQS  or  corraption,  and  that  by  the  use  of  the 
term  powers,  it  was  only  intended  to  invest  the  judges 
with  the  power  to  enforce  the  production  of  books,  &c., 
without  applying  any  correction  to  mlBbebaviour  and 
corruption,  the  objection  would  become  the  more  ap- 
parent and  formidable.  The  judges  would  not  set 
aside  their  own  award,  and  could  not  be  exiiected  to 
entertain  charges  against  themselves.  To  give  them 
the  powers  of  the  act  of  1836,  would  fairly  entitle  the 
parties  to  the  remedies  provided  by  that  law.  But 
aside  from  all  this,  the  usual  and  most  satisfactory 
references  of  these  cases  are  to  the  officers  who  are 
in  possession  of  the  documentary  evidence  connected 
with  the  claims,  and  who  sit  for  hearing,  wliere  the 
justice  of  each  and  every  claim  is  more  nearly  arrived 
at  than  it  could  possibly  be  in  some  county  remote 
from  the  seat  of  government.  With  every  desire  to 
see  full  justice  done  in  every  case,  I  should  greatly 
fear  a  departure  from  the  usual  and  customary  mode 
might  lead  to  a  constant  loss  of  the  public  revenue, 
and  result  in  a  system  of  legislation,  which  would 
carry  the  claims  for  and  against  the  Commonwealth, 
away  from  the  inspection  and  scrutiny  of  those  to 
whom  the  law  has  very  wisely  entrusted  them.  For 
these  reasons  I  withhold  my  signature  from  this  bill. 
A.  G.  CUKTIN. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Legalize  Cer- 
tain Elections  for  Military  Officers  in  Montour 
County." 

Executive  Ohamber, 
Harrisburg,  May  2,  1861. 
Gentlemen : — 

I    HEREWITH   EETTJRK   TO   THE  SENATE,   IN 
which  it  originated,  with  my  objections,  bill,  No. 
833,  entitled  "An  Act  to  legalize  certain  elections 
for  military  officers  in  Montour  county." 
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The  preamble  of  this  bill  recites  that  two  electious 
were  held  in  Montour  county,  the  one  on  the  6th  of 
June,  1859,  and  the  other  on  the  24th  of  December  of 
the  same  year,  for  brigadier  general  and  brigade  in- 
spector, and  that  at  the  time  of  said  elections  Montoar 
county  was  not  attached  to  any  military  division  of 
the  State,  and  the  proposed  enactment,  which  follows, 
is  designed  to  cure  the  supposed  defect  of  said  elec- 
tions. 

By  the  act  of  15th  May,  A.  D.  1860,  the  county  of 
Montour  was  attached  to  the  eighth  division,  Penn- 
sylvania militia,  which  renders  it  unnecessary  that 
the  present  bill  should  become  a  law.  For  this  reason, 
therefore,  I  return  it  without  my  approval. 

A.  Q.  CURTIN. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  W.  W.  Trvin  to  be  Com- 
missary General. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  May  7, 1861. 
Gentlemen: — 

I   HEREBY  NOMINATE  FOR  THE  ADVICE  ANl> 
consent  of  the  Senate,  W.  W.  Irvin,  of  the  counly 
of  Beaver,  to  be  Commissary  General,  in  the  place 
and  stead  of  John  W.  M'l^an,  who  has  resigned. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  George  A.  M'Call  to  be 
Major  General  of  the  Pennsylvania  Trooos, 

Exi><'iitive  Cliamber, 
narrisburt;.  May  IG.  18C1. 
Senators: — 

I    1)0  HEREBY  NOMINATE  FOR  THE  ADVICE 
and  coneent  of  tin-  Senate  of  Peiinsyivauia,  George 
A.  M'Call,  of  '-he  county  of  Chester,  to  bo  Major 
General  of  the  troo|i8  to  be  raised  in  PeunBylvania, 
under  the  act  of  the  l.lth  of  May,  18C1. 

A.  G.  CUBTIN. 


Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  Hendrick  B.  Wright 
as  a  Representative  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  United 
States  Congress. 
PennBylvania,  sg. 
(Signed)  Andrew  G.  Ciirtin. 

C   THE    NAME    AND    BY 
the  Anthoiity  of  tlie  Com- 
moiuvcaltli  of  PennBylva- 
.     ANDIiEW  G.  CURTIN, 
venior  of  thu  waid  Common- 
wealth. 

A    PROCLAMATION. 

WhereaR  by  a  return  made  by  the 
Judges  of  a  flpccial  election,  held  in 
k  the  Twelfth  ConpresBional  District  of 
Bthis  Comnion wealth,  composed  of  the 
iCountk'fi  of  Colnmbia,  Montour,  Lu 
zerne  and  Wyoming  on  Safnrday  the 
Twenty  second  day  of  June  last  past 
under  the  nnthority  of  An  Act  of  the  General 
Assembly  approved  the  second  day  of  July  A. 
D.  one  thoiifwind  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  en- 
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The  preamble  of  this  bill  repitea  thnt  two  eleetioug  ' 
were  lield  in  Montour  county,  the  onp  ou  the  (ith  of 
June,  1859,  and  the  other  on  the  24tli  of  December  of 
the  same  jcar.  for  brinjuiier  genf-ral  and  brigade  in- 
Bpector,  and  that  at  the  time  of  said  elections  Montour 
county  was  not  attached  to  any  military  division  of 
the  State,  and  the  proposed  enactment,  which  follows, 
is  designed  to  cure  the  supposed  defeet  of  said  elec- 
tions. 

By  the  act  of  15th  May,  A.  D.  1860,  the  county  of 
Montour  was  attached  to  the  eighth  division.  Penn- 
Rylvania  militia,  which  renders  it  unnecessary  that 
the  present  bill  should  become  a  law.  For  this  reason, 
therefore,  I  return  it  without  my  approval. 

A.  G.  CUBTIN. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  W.  W.  Trviii  to  be  Com- 
mi5i=;ary  General. 

Executive  Chanilior. 
Harrisburp;,  May  7. 18fil. 
Gentlemen: — 

I    HEREBY  NOMINATE  FOR  TOE  ADVICE  AXI> 
consent  of  the  Senate,  W.  \V.  Irvin,  of  the  connly 
of  Beaver,  to  be  Commissary  Ocneral.  in  the  place 
and  stead  of  John  W.  M'l,ean,  who  has  resifriu'd. 

A.  O.  CFRTIN. 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  George  A.  M'Call  to  be 
Major  General  of  the  Pennsylvania  TrooDS. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  May  16,  1861. 
Senators : — 

I    DO  HEREBY  NOMINATE  FOB  THE  ADVICE 
and  coDsent  of  the  Senate  of  Penosyivania,  George 
A.  M'Call,  of  the  county  of  Chester,  to  be  Major 
General  of  the  troops  to  be  raised  in  PeanaylTania, 
under  the  act  of  the  loth  of  May,  1861. 

A.  G,  CUBTIN. 


Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  Hendrick  B.  Wright 
as  a  Representative  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  United 
States  Congress. 
PenneylTania,  bb. 
(Signed)  Andrew  G.  Curtin. 

IN   THE   NAME    AND    BY 
the  Authority  of  the  Com- 
mouni-iiltli  of  Peunsylva- 
lia.     ANDBE\Y  O.  CUBTIN, 
iovcrnor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A    PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  by  a  return  made  by  the 
Judges  of  n  !<pecial  election,  held  ifi 
k  the  Twelfth  ConRreBsiona!  District  of 
■this  Commonwealth,  composed  of  the 
•  Counties  of  Columbia,  Montour,  Lu 
zerne  and  Wyoming  on  Saturday  the 
Twenty  second  day  of  June  last  past 
under  the  authority  of  An  Act  of  the  Qeneral 
Assembly  approved  the  Becond  day  of  July  A. 
D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  en- 
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^^ 

titled   "An  Act  rpliitiiiK  to  the  Elections 

of  this  Com              H 

monwcalth"  it  nppears  that  Ileiidrick  B. 

Wi-iglit,  Eg-              ■ 

quire,  was  duly  PJected  to  serve  ii8  a  Rein 

■eaentative  of             fl 

•DOCUMKNTS  RBI,ATINO  TO  THE  PROCLAll 

H 

WLIkeg-BarH.  iMtei 

iiUy  n.  un.                H 

Bl>  EKclteDsy  Andrew  □.  Curtln. 

V 

Scranlon,  faa«lB«                     ■ 

Ihe  CgngTMi  at  J(*  ni»e(lne  Ln  July  next,  and  w*  nr*  ile» 

.  D(  our  people.  » 

the  United  State*. 

and  >ta«  reels  a>  If  bIi»  vers  anllllid  to  a  \nioe  and  a  rsi 

>re«enUllon  In  Ihe 

Councils  a!  the  Nation  al  this  ]unclut«  In  public  affaln 

1.    By  «lvlng  your 

emrly  ■Itenllon  lo  our  requ.n  yon  will  m*et  tha  wl.hea 

c''*B.  Vtaher'  "'  ""'                                W,  H.  BttUer. 

1*1.1.  D.  Paine,                                          O.  Calllna. 

Hcndrlek  B.  Wright.                                 ft.  BuUer 

C.  D.  Bboemaker.                                       V.  1^  Muwiil. 

0.  W.  Hollenbuoh,                                     Al«.r.  OrlnB, 

Stewart  Peafte. 

Andrew  Gregg  Curtin. 
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tliis  State  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Thirty-BeveDtli  Congrese  of  the  United  States  to  sup- 
ply the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  the  Hon- 
orable George  W.  Seranton. 

And  whereas  in  and  by  the  forty  second  section  of 
the  act  above  recited  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Gov-  ' 
ernor  on  the  receipt  of  the  returns  of  any  special  elec- 
tion by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  to  declare 
by  proclamation  the  name  of  the  person  elected. 

Now  therefore  I  have  issued  this  my  Froclamiition 
hereby  publishing  and  declaring  that  the  said  Hen- 
drick  B.  Wright,  Esquire,  is  duly  elected  and  chosen 
in  the  district  before  mentioned  as  a  Representative 
of  this  State  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the 
Congress  of  the  TTnited   States  in   the   room  of  the 


Ifaa  Hid  Fnderlck  1 
Bddh  or  Raimunti 
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Hoiiorablc  George  W.  Scraiiton,  deoeaaed,  wlio  had 
hopn  elected  a  member  of  the  Thirly  Seventh  Congress, 
Oiven  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  oT  tbe 
Stnte  at  HarnBliurg,  this  First  day  of  July  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  tliousand.  eiplit  hundrod  and 
Hixty-one  and  of  the  Commoiiweallh  the  eighty  fifth, 
Hv  I  he  Oovernor: 

Eli  Slifer. 

C  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  Charles  J.  Biddle  as 
■a  Representative   of  Pennsylvania  in   the   United 
States  Congress. 
Pennsylvania,  bb. 
iSigned)  Andraw  G.  Curtin. 
i  TN   THE   NAME   AND   BY 

^    -^ ^Al  1  wlf  '  I      the  Authority  of  the  Com- 

iiiiiinvallli   iif   I'fiinsylva- 
AVDIJKW   (i.  CIRTIN. 
crriin-  of  Ihe  said  Common- 


wealth, 


A    PROCI.AMATION. 

Whereas  ji  return  made  by  the 
Judges  of  a  ciieeial  eleetion  held  in  the 
'Second  Congi'essiona!  District  of  tliis 
''omnionwealth.  rom])osed  of  certain 
jiorlions  of  the  City  of  Thiladelplira 
OH  Tuesday  the  Second  day  of  July 
hast  past  under  the  anthority  of  an 
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Act  of  the  General  Assembly  approved  the  Second 
Day  of  Jaly,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine  entitled  "An  Act  relating 
to  the  elections  of  this  Commonwealth"  it  ap- 
pears that  Charles  J.  Diddle  was  duly  elected  to 
■erre  as  a  Representative  of  this  State  in  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives  of  the  Thirty  seventh  Congress  of 
the  United  States  to  supply  the  vacaucy  occasioned 
by  the  Resignation  of  the  Honorable  Edward  Joy 
Horris. 


meetlnc  ot 

(Ion  will  be 

nd  before  11 

with  (rat  r«p«t.  Your  obt.  B*r»t.. 

(Omcl.1.) 

Hia  EiccllcBcy  Andrew  Curtin,  *e.,  tc.: 

Sir:  H«»ln«  befD  ippolnlefl  by  the  PreilJent  of  the  United  Sta 

tei  MlnltUr 

to  Turkey.  I  rapeclfuUr  tender  yau  my  reilEnatlou  u  Ileiaber 

Very  ReipecKuUy  Tour  obedient  Servant. 

aim.  ot  Penn.. 

(SKncd)  A.  a.  CurUn. 

BY    THE   AC- 
'talfh  ol  Penn. 

CURTIN, 
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And  whereas  in  and  by  the  Forty-second  Section  of 
the  Act  abovo  rcuited  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Gov- 
ernor ou  the  receipt  of  the  returns  of  any  Biifcial  elec- 
tion by  the  Secretary  of  the  Coiumonweallh  to  declare 
by  Proclamation  tht  name  of  the  person  elected, 

Now  therefore  1  have  issued  this  my  Proclamation 
hoveliy  publishing  and  declaring;  that  the  said  Charles 
J,  Itiddle  is  duly  elei^ted  and  chosen  in  the  District 
before  mentioned  as  a  Representative  of  this  Slate 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  in  the  room  of  the  Honorable  Ed- 
ward Joy  Morris  who  had  been  elected  a  member  of 
the  Thirty  seventh  Congress. 

Oivon  under  ray  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 

State  nt  Harriaburg,  this  Sixth  day  of  July  in  the  year 

of  onr  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty 

one  (ISiJl)  and  of  the  Comraonweaith  the  Eighty-sixth, 

By  the  Governor: 

Saml.  B.  Thomas, 
Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Comniouwe.'ilrli. 
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Proclamation  of  the  Cancellation  of  Three  Hundred 
Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  One  Dollars  of  the 
Principal  Debt  of  the  Commonwealth,  Through 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 
Pennsylvania,  ss. 
(Signed.)     A.  O.  Curtin. 

IN    THE    NAME   AND   BY 
the  Authority  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsjlva- 
lia.     ANDREW  G.  CURTIN, 
Goreruor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A    PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  By  the  Third  section  of 
the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
kthis  Commonwealth  passed  the  22d 
iday  of  April,  A.  D.  1858,  entitled  "An 
fact  to  establish  a  Sinking  fund  for 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt,"  it 
is  miide  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth,  the  Auditor  General  and  Btate 
TreaBurer  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  fund 
created  by  the  said  Act  of  Assembly,  on  the 
first  Monday  of  September  Anno  Domini  1869, 
and  on  the  same  day  annually  thereafter,  to  Report 
and  Certify  to  the  Governor,  the  amount  received 
under  said  Act,  the  amount  'of  Interest  paid  and  the 
amount  of  the  debt  of  the  Commonwealth  redeemed 
and  held  by  them:  Whereupon  the  Governor  shall 
direct  the  Certificates  representing  the  same  to  hi: 
cancelled  and  on  such  cancellation  issue  his  Proclama- 
tion stating  the  fact,  and  the  extinguishment  and  final 
discharge  of  so  much  of  the  principal  of  said  debt. 

And  whereas  by  the  ninety  eighth  Section  of  the  act 
of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  the  19lh  day  of 
April,  A.  D.  1853,  entitled  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  the  Government,  &c.,"  it  is  pro- 
vided that  thereafter  the  receipts  to  the  Sinking  fund, 
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(o  the  amount  tbat  may  be  necessary  to  cancel  the 
relief  issues,  now  in  circulatiou  under  tbe  pruviitiuQS 
of  Ihe  Act  of  the  itb  of  May  A.  D.  1841.  and  tbe  re- 
isfiiies  under  tbe  Act  of  the  lOtb  of  April,  A.  D.  1819, 
shall  be  applied  toward  the  cancellatioo  of  said  issnes. 
And  whereas,  Eli  Slifer.  Thomas  E.  Cochran  'ind 
Henry  D.  Moore,  Ex  OfHcio  Commissioners  of  tbe  Sink- 
ing fund,  in  obedietiie  to  the  requirenieots  of  law,  He- 
port  and  Certify  lo  me,  tbat  tbe  debt  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  PeQiisylvania  redeemed  and  held  by  tbi-ni 
froDi  tbe  Fourth  day  of  September  A.  D.  1860  to  the 
First  day  of  September  A.  D.  1861,  amounts  to  the  .^nin 
of  Three  Hundred  Thousand,  Eigbt  Hundred  and  One 
Dollars  and  One  Cent,  made  up  as  follows: 

Stock  Loans,  |300,050  00 

Interest  Ctitiflcates 330  01 

Relief  Notes  Cancelled, 421  00 

Total $300,801  01 


Now  therefore  as  required  by  the  Third  Section  of 
the  Act  of  Assembly  aforesaid,  I  do  hereby  issue  this 
my  proclamation,  declaring  the  payment,  cancellation, 
extinguishment  and  final  discharge  of  Three  hundred 
thousand,  eight  hundred  and  one  dollars  and  one  cent 
if  tbe  principal  of  the  debt  of  the  Commonwealth,  in 
I'luding  Four  hundred  and  twenty-one  dollars  of  the 
relief  issues  which  have  been  cancelled  and  destroyed 
a?  authorized  by  the  Ninety-eighth  Section  of  the  Act 
of  the  Ninteenth  of  April.  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  three. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  tbe  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrishurg,  this  Fifth  day  of  September  in 
tbe  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty  one  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  eighty-sixth. 
Tiy  the  fiovornor: 
Rli  Slifer, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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Proclamation  of  a  Day  of  Public  Humiliation,  Fast- 
ing and  Prayer, 

FeonsylTaoia,  ss. 
(Signed.)    A.  G.  Cartin. 

[N    THE   NAME    AND    BY 
tbe  Authority  of  the  Com- 
luoDwealth  of  Pennsylva- 
lia.     ANDREW  G.  CURTIN, 
Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A   PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  Presidentof  theUnited 
States  of  Amerioa  has  by  proclamation 
I  appointed  Thursday  the  26tli  day  of 
I  September  nirrent  as  "a  day  of  public 
humiliation,  prayer  and  fasting  to  be 
observed  by  tbe  people  of  the  United 
States  with  religious  solemnities  and  (he  offering  of 
fervent  supplications  to  Almighty  God  for  the  safety 
and  welfare  of  these  States,  His  blessing  on  their 
arms  and  a  speedy  restoration  of  peace." 

Now  therefore  I  Andrew  G,  Curtin  Governor  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  do  order  that  on  the 
day  named  therein  the  public  offices  shall  be  closed 
and  I  earnestly  reoommend  to  the  people  to  suspeod 
OD  that  day  their  ordinary  avocations  and  to  close  their 
places  of  business  and  to  humble  themselves  before 
the  Almighty  with  Earnest  prayers  that  he  will  favor- 
ably with  Mercy,  look  upon  His  people. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  8eal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg  this  nineteenth  day  of  September 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  Eight  hundred 
and  sixty  one  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  Eighty 
Sixtli. 

By  the  Governor. 
EU  Blifer, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 
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I  Prociamation  Prohibiting  the  Raising  of  Volunteers 
I  in  Pennsylvania  Otherwise  than  by  the  Authority 

I  of  the  Governor,  and  Forbidding  all  Citizens  of  the 

I  Commonwealth  from  Attaching  Themselves  to  Ir- 

I  regular  and  Unlawful  Volunteer  Organizations. 

PeiiuBvlvanin,  hb. 
(Sifjned.)     A.  G.  Curtin. 

[N    THE    NAME    AND    BY 
(Ik-  juithority  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylva- 
ANDREW  O.  CTIRTIN, 
••■rnnt    of    said    ComnioD- 

.1 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whoreas,  By  the  twelfth  Bertion  of 

hf  .\«-t  of  AsBembty,  passed  the  Fif- 

Iteeuth  day  of  May  1861  it  ia  provided 

{that  it  shall  not  he  lawful  for  any  Vol- 

Sdl.lh-r  to  l.-nv,-  this  C.miuiuii 

■M  auvh.  nuU-fi!>  li<-  siinll  \u\vi- 

hwii  tii-st  acci'iiti'd  liy  flic  (iovci-nor-  of  this  Stale,  iiiwin 

a   call   iiDiJer  a   requisition   of  the   i'resident  of   the 

I'nited   States   made  upon   the  Oovt'inor  direct,   for 

troops  for  the  serviee  of  the  United  Slates. 

And  Whereas,  Notwithstanding  sinh  proiiihiiioii 
sundry  jjcrsons.  (many  of  tlieni  enpaptnl  in  ritisinj;  leRi 
merits  to  be  furnished  from  other  States,)  ate  per- 
sisting in  endeavorinfi  to  enlist  volunteers  in  viola 
tton  of  law. 

And  Whereas,  It  is  netessary  for  the  pnblic  service 
and  for  the  honor  of  Peansylvania,  (hat  Iier  military 
forre  should  be  regularly  orgaoized  and  furnished  for 
the  siijipression  of  the  existing  rebellion,  in  conformity 
with  the  acts  of  Cougress  of  the  22d  and  S.'jtii  July 
ISBI.  and  with  the  laws  of  the  State,  and  that  her 
ritizens  should  not  be  seduced  into  organizations  inde- 
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pendent  of  the  State  authority  wherebj  the  raiaiug  of 
her  qaota  is  embarrassed,  the  regiments  arc  not  I'u- 
roUed  in  her  Archives,  the  families  of  the  men  are 
deprived  of  the  relief  provided  bj  the  laws  of  the  State 
for  the  families  of  her  own  Volnnteers,  and  the  State 
herself  b;  the  absorption  of  her  men  in  such  unlawful 
organisatioDB  may  be  found  unable  to  supply  volun- 
teers to  fill  the  future  requisitions  of  the  Qoveroment 
of  the  United  States. 

And  Whereas,  the  following  order  has  been  issued 
by  the  War  Department  of  the  United  States,  viz: 

"War  Department,  September  25,  1861 . 
"His  Excellency,  A.  G.  Curtin,  Governor  of  Penosr!- 

vania,  Harrisburg, 
.    "Sir: — 1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following 
"order  from  the  War  Department: 

"1.  All  men  now  enrolled  or  mustered  into  the  ser- 
"vice  of  the  United  States  for  brigades,  regiments,  bat- 
'*teries  or  companies  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
"under  the  direct  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
"are  placed  under  the  command  of  the  Governor  of 
"Pennsylvania,  who  shall  organize  or  reorganize  them 
"as  he  may  deem  most  advantageous  to  the  interests 
"of  the  General  Governmeut. 

"2.  The  United  States  will  continue  to  furnish  sub- 
"sisfence,  camp  eqiii[Hige,  clothing,  &c.,  as  heretofore, 
"for  the  organizations  referred  to  in  the  first  para- 
"graph,  and  all  U.  S.  Commisaaries  and  Quarter-mas- 
"ters  will  furnish  on  requisitions  made  the  necessary 
"subsistence,  clothing,  &c. 

"3.  All  authorizations  heretofore  given  to  said  bri- 
"gades,  regiments  or  companies  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
"sylvania  are  hereby  revoked  from  and  after  the  ex- 
"piration  of  the  times  limited  in  the  original  author- 
"ity,  or  in  any  renewals  heretofore  granted;  and  in 
"cases  where  no  limit  of  time  has  been  specified,  then 
"from  and  after  the  expiration  of  ten  days  from  the 
"date  of  this  order;  and  in  future  all  volnnteers  for 
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"tbt*  service  of  the  United  states  shall  be  raised,  10 
"I'eauBjlvaniH,  onljr  under  reqiiisitioDs  madi-  un  tbe 
"(lovei'iior. 

"All  authuritiee  issued  bj  tbu  War  Departmeut  for 
"Independent  Itegimeuts  subject  to  the  approval  of 
"the  Governor,  which  have  not  been  so  approved  are 
"hereby  revoked, 

KespectfuUy, 

(8igned.)  Simon  Uauieioii, 

Secretary  of  \\'ar. 

And,  \\'herea8,  the  I'rcaident  of  the  United  Btates 
iiaB,  in  accordance  witli  the  Acts  of  Congreas  of  the 
twenty  second  and  twt-uty  tiflh  of  July  last,  made 
requisitions  on  the  Oovernor  of  Pennsylvonia  for  sun- 
dry regiments  of  volunteers,  which  requisitions  are  in 
the  course  of  being  filled, 

Sow,  therefore,  I  Andrew  O.  Curtin,  Governor  of  the 
•  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  purfiose  nf 
preventing  further  impositions  on  the  good  and  loyal 
citint-ns  of  Pemisylvaiiia  in  this  regard  do  make  this 
niy  proclamation  hereby  prohibiting  all  persons  from 
raising  volunteers  in  Pcniisylvaniii  otherwise  (ban  by 
authority  of  the  Governor,  and  especially  forbidding 
the  raising  of  volunteers  for  regiments  to  be  furnished 
from  other  Ktnles.  And  also  forbidding  all  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania  from  enlisting  in  or  attaching  them- 
selves to  any  sucb  irregular  and  nnlawfui  orgaoiza- 
lions  and  warning  ;ill  persons  that  in  disobeying  this 
proclamation  Hicy  will  be  disregarding  tlie  orders  of 
the  (iovernnient  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  defy 
ing  th<'  laws  of  (he  State  and  violating  their  duties  as 
sons  and  citizens  of  the  Uommonwealtli.  And  t  do 
liereiiy  require  all  Magistrates.  District  Attorneys, 
and  ofllccrs  of  the  Commonwealth  to  arrest  and  prose- 
cute all  persons  who  sliatl  disobey  this  proclamation, 
and  iiarticularly  all  persons  and    their    aiders  and 
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abetters  who  uoder  aoj  pretended  aulbortt.T  shall  eu- 
list  Tolonteen  for  any  brigade,  regiment,  battery  or 
company  of  VolunteerB  other  thau  such  as  may  be 
authorized  by  the  Oorernor  of  this  Commonwealth, 
or  adrertize  or  open  or  keep  recruiting  stations  for 
BQch  enliBtments  so  that  sacfa  offenders  may  be  brought 
to  justice  and  punished  according  to  law. 

GiTCn  under  my  band  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg,  this  twenty  eighth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty  one  and  of  the  Commonwealth  (he 
eighty  sixth. 

By  the  GoTwnor, 

Eli  Slifer, 

Secretary  of  the  Corath. 


Proclamation  of  a  Day  of  Thanksgiving. — 1861. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 
(Signed.)    A.  G.  Curtin. 

IX    THE   NAME    AND   BY 
tlic  authority  of  the  Com- 
iiioiiwefilth  of  Pennsylva- 
nia.    ANi>KEW  G.   CUKTIN, 
(iovernor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas,  Every  good  gift  is  from 
^  above  and  comes  down  to  us  from  the 
l.Mmighty,  to  wliom  it  is  meet,  right 
land  llie  bounden  duty  of  every  People 
'to    render   Thanks   for   His   mercies; 
Therefore  I,  Andrew  G.  Curtin,  Gov- 
ernor of    the  Commonwealth  of    Pennsylvania,  Do 
recommend  to  the  People  of  this  Commonwealth,  that 
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they  act  apart  Thursday,  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  Xo- 
veiiiber  next,  As  a  day  of  Boleiun  ThaDksgiving  to 
God,  for  having  prepared  our  Corn  and  watered  < 
Furrows,  and  blessed  the  labors  of  the  Husbandinan. 
and  iTOwned  the  year  with  His  goodness,  in  the  in 
crease  of  the  ground  and  the  gathering  in  of  the  fruits 
thereof,  bo  that  our  barns  are  filled  with  plenty:  And 
for  having  lool^ed  favorably  on  this  Commonwealth 
and  Btiengtheued  the  bars  of  her  gates  and  blessed  the 
Children  within  her,  and  made  men  to  be  of  one  mind, 
and  preserved  Peace  in  her  borders;  Beseechiiig  Him 
also,  on  behalf  of  these  I'uited  States,  that  our  be- 
loved County  may  have  deliverance  from  those  great 
and  apparent  dangers  wherewith  she  is  compassed, 
and  that  the  brave  and  loyal  Men  now  battling  in  the 
field  for  her  Life,  may  have  their  arms  made  strong 
and  their  blows  heavy,  and  may  be  shielded  by  His 
Divine  Power,  and  that  He  will  mercifully  still  the 
outrage  of  perverse,  violent,  unmly  and  rebellloiia 
people,  and  make  them  clean  hearts,  and  renew  a  riijlit 
spirit  within  them,  and  give  Ihem  Oiace  that  they 
may  see  the  error  of  tiieir  ways  and  bring  forth  fruits 
meet  for  repentance,  and  hereafter,  in  all  godlim-Ks 
and  honestly,  obediently  walk  in  His  Holy  Conimanil- 
ments,  and  in  submission  to  the  just  and  manifest 
authority  of  the  Republic,  so  that  We,  leading  a  ijuiet 
and  peaceable  life,  may  continually  offer  uiilo  Him 
our  sacrifice  of  Praise  and  Thanksgiving. 

Given  under  my  Hand  mid  the  (Jreat  Seal  of  llie 
State,  at  Harrisburg,  this  sixteenth  day  of  October, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-one,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  eigb'.y- 
sixth. 

By  the  Governor: 

(Signed.)  Eli  Slifer, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly. — 1862. 
6«itlemen : — 

IT  HAS  PLEASED  DIVINE  PROVIDENCE,  DUlt- 
ing  the  last  aeaeon,  to  give  uh  abundant  crops,  un- 
broken   peace    within    out    borders,    unanimity 

among  oar  people,  and  thus  to  enable  this  Comuiou- 

wealtb  to  do  her  fall  duty  to  the  country,  to  herself, 

and  to  posterity.    Por  these  blessings  we  have  causo 

to  be  gratefal. 

The  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  30th 
November,  1860,  was, |681,433  08 

The  receipts  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
November  30,  1861,  were  as  follow: — 

Prom  ordinary  sources, $3,017,645  57 

From  temporary  loan  under 
act  of  April  12,  1861,  at  6 
per  cent,  interest,  and  ne- 
gotiated at  par, 475,000  00 

Prom  6  per  cent,  loan  under 
act  of  May  15,  1861,  also 
negotiated  at  par, 2,612,150  00 

From  Society  of  Cincinnati,.  500  00 

From  United  States,  on  ac- 
connty  of  military  expen- 
ses,        606,000  00 

From       Paymasters       and 

others,  refunded,   32,229  45 

6,743,525  02 


Total  into  Treasury  for  fiscal  year  ending 

November  30, 1861, 7,424,958  10 

And  the  payments  as  follows: 

For  ordinary  purposes,  . . .  .|3,144,4S0  34 

For  militaryex- 

penses  noder  - '     '  - 

act  April  12,  '''*'"  ■•'''  '.nl'      '• 

1861, $474,873  85 


Amount  loan  under  act 
April  12,  1861.  repaid.  . . .      375,000  00 

5,873,3.12  : 

Leaving  balanw  in  Treasury,  No- 
vember 30,  1861, 1,551,605  ' 

Public  Debt — Funded  and  Unfunded. 

Keeeived  from  temporary 
loan  under  act  of  April  12, 
18C1, 1475,000  00 

Repaid  aa  abovp 375,000  00  , 

Outstandinji  November  30,  ISOl. JIOO.OOO  I 

ReoeiTed  from  loan  under  act  May  15, 
1861, 2,612,150  ( 

Amount  of  public  debt,  fund- 
ed and  unfunded,  Novem- 
ber 30,  1860, ?37,009,847  50 

Paid  during  fiscal  year 101,331  42 

Bemaining  nnpnid,  (exchis 
ive  of  mililary  loans  above 
mentioned.)  November  ,30, 

1861, 37.868,516  08  . 

37,868,516  ( 

Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  Military  Loans. 
Receipts   under   the   act   of 

April  12,  1861, $475,000  00 

Ditto.  May  15.  1861 2.612.150  00 
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From       PaymaBfers       and 

others,  refaoded, 32^29  45 

f3,119^79  45 

Paid  (or  military  expenses, 

as  above, 2,353,872  04 

Paid  for  redeeming  loan,  act 

Aiwil  12, 375,000  00 

— '■ 2,728,872  04 


Uoexpended  of  military  loans, 390,507  41 

Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  Ordinary  Revenne. 

Balance  in  Treaeury,  from 
ordinary  sources,  Novem- 
ber 30,  1860, 1681,433  08 

Received  from  ordinary 
sources  during  fiscal  year,  3,017,645  57 


3,699,078  6B 
Paid  for  ordinary  expenses, 
as  above,   3,144,480  34 


Unexpended  of  ordinary  revenue,  .  654,598  31 
Received  from  TTnrted  States  on  accoant 

of  military  expenses, 606,000  00 

Received  from  Society  of  ('tncinnati,  ....  500  00 


Balance  in  Treasury,  as  above,  . .   1,551,605  72 


It  will  be  observed  that  the  fiscal  year  ends  on  the 
30tb  of  November,  and  the  sinkiog  fund  year  on  the 
first  Monday  in  September,  which  accounts  for  the 
apparent  deficiency  in  the  amount  of  debt  paid  as 
stated  in  the  Treasurer's  report,  and  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fund.  The  State  has  on  hand 
a  surplus  of  uniforms  and  equipments  which  cost 
about  1190,000,  which  the  Tinited  States  have  agreed 
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to  take  aod  iiaj  for  at  cost.  Apraogementa  have  been" 
luiidf  witli  the  General  Governmeot  for  the  re-imburBe- 
iiient  of  (he  military  expenses  of  the  State  sinto  the 
27tli  of  Jiilj-  last.  The  bills  as  paid  are  forwarded  to 
Washington  and  partial  re-payments  have  already 
been  made. 

Jl  will  he  observed  that  the  receipts  from  ordinary 
sources  of  revenue  for  the  year  1861,  have  decreased, 
but  as  payments  have  been  made  on  some  of  them 
since  the  settlement  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  on 
the  Ist  of  December,  and  more  may  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected in  addition  to  the  payments  to  be  made  by  the 
Xational  Government  as  hereinafter  stated  the  bal- 
ance available  in  the  Treasury  will  be  largely  in- 
creased. 

It  will  also  be  observed  that  it  has  not  yet  been 
found  necessary  to  call  in  all  of  the  loan  effected  under 
the  act  of  the  15th  of  May  last. 

In  some  items  the  ordinary  revenue  of  1861  was  in 
excess  of  that  of  1860. 

The  loan  authorized  by  tlie  act  of  May  15,  1861,  was 
taken  at  par.  This  occurrence,  most  gratifying  under 
all  the  (hen  existing  circumstances  of  einbarrassnient, 
affords  triumphant  evidence  of  the  confidence  of  the 
people  in  the  stability  and  integrity  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  of  their  determination  to  support  the  Gov- 
ei-ument. 

The  operations  of  the  sinking  fund  during  fhe  last 
year,  have  been  as  shown  by  my  proclamation  of  5tb 
of  Meptember  last  as  follow: 
Ih'bt  redeemed  from  4th  September,  1860, 

to  1st  September.  1861 f.'ino,801  01 

Of  stock  loans, fSOO.050  00 

Of  interest  cerfificates :i,ZM  01 

Of  relief  notes,   421  00 

— —   ?,10f),801  01 
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I  refer  to  the  reports  of  the  State  Treasurer  aud 
Aaditor  Oeneral,  for  the  details  of  the  financial  affairs 
of  the  Commonwealth.  The  reports  of  the  SurFe^or 
Qeneral  and  State  Librarian  will  exhibit  the  state  of 
the  departments  under  their  care. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fond  during  the 
last  spring  received  from  the  Philadelphia  aud  Erie 
(late  Sanbnry  and  Erie)  railroad  companj,  forty  bonds 
of  that  companj  for  f  100,000  each,  and  a  mortgage  to 
secore  the  same,  executed  in  conformity  with  the  third 
section  of  the  act  of  March  the  7th,  1861.  Thnt  corn- 
pan;  has  also  deposited  in  the  State  Treasury  its 
t>ODdB  to  the  amount  of  (5,000,000  00,  in  accorduur^ 
with  the  sixth  section  of  the  same  act.  On  riie  Oth  of 
May  last,  I  granted  my  warrant  authorizing  the  State 
Treasurer  to  deliver  to  the  said  company,  one  thousand 
of  said  bonds,  being  to  the  amount  of  fl,000,000  00. 
This  warrant  was  issued  in  conformity  with  the  law. 
the  five  per  cent,  bonds  mentioned  in  the  fifth  sedion 
of  the  act  (except  those  belonging  to  the  State  and 
now  in  the  sinking  fund)  having  been  previously  sur- 
rendered and  cancelled,  and  satisfaction  entered  on 
the  record  of  the  mortgage  mentioned  in  said  f\ttU 
8ecti<»i.  Having  received  notice  from  the  company 
that  the  bonds  so  delivered  to  the  company  or  tlieir 
proceeds  had  been  appropriated,  in  accordance  nitfa 
the  provisions  of  the  law,  on  the  2l8t  of  June  lust  T 
appointed  John  A.  Wright  as  Commissioner  to  rx- 
amine  and  to  report  to  me  whether  said  bonds  or  their 
proceeds  had  been  appropriated  to  the  purposes  re- 
quired by  the  act.  His  report  has  not  yet  been  re- 
ceived by  me. 

It  is  nnderstood  that  arrangements  have  at  last  been 
made  under  which  the  direct  railroad  connection  be- 
tween Philadelphia  and  Erie  will  be  complet(:d  within 
a  short  time.  It  is  impossible  to  estimate  too  highly 
the  importance  of  this  great  work  to  the  Common- 

»T— Vol.  VIII— 4th  Ber. 
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wrnltli.  and  cspeciaDy  to  Pbiladplphta  and  Erie,  and 
Ihe  hitherto  negleeled  counties  uear  ita  ronte  west 
of  the  fiuBquebanna. 

By  the  ait  ot  the  2l8t  April,  l^r.S,  For  the  Bale  of 
Ihi'  State  tanals  lo  the  Suiibiiry  and  Erie  railroad 
company  it  waa  provided  that  if  tliat  company  should 
sell  Baid  canals  for  a  greater  huui  in  the  Mg;;i"egate 
than  three  aud  a  half  milliuud  of  dolliirs,  ui:Vi'Dty-llve 
per  ceiituui  of  bucIi  excess  should  be  paid  to  the  C«m- 
moowealtb  by  a  transfer  of  so  mucb  of  sueli  bonda 
and  securities  as  said  company  rihoiild  i-  <dve  for  Uie 
same  aud  payable  in  like  manut-i-. 

The  company  sold  the  canals  and  reported  tl.at  the 
share  of  the  profit  ou  such  salo,  due  to  the  t'omuioo- 
wvaltb  was  |281,250  of  which  fi'M  svas  jiiiil  in  canh 
and  for  the  remaining  ^:i81,tlO0  the  Commonweallb 
received  coupon  bonds  of  the  Wyomiu;^  canal  fumpaiiy 
lo  that  amount,  being  a  purt'on  of  bonds  for  ^!>i)0,(IOO 
iBSU<!d  by  that  company  and  secured  by  a  mii'tgago  of 
the  Wyoming  canal,  formerly  called  the  Lower  North 
Branch  canal.  These  bonds  bear  an  intei'est  of  six 
per  cent,  per  annum,  payabh'  siMrtiaiinually  on  the 
lutli  of  January  and  July,  and  tlu"  iiircrrsi  .\;is  i  aid 
by  Ihc  company  to  January  last  iiiclusi\e.  The  infer 
est  due  in  July  last  has  not  liei'u  paid. — Judgmcitts 
having  been  obtained  against  thf  .ouipany  jn  some  of 
the  coupons  for  the  iini)aid  July  rntoresf,  a  bill  in 
equity  was  filed  in  the  .Sii]irenie  Coni-t  by  a  bond  aud 
stockholder  in  which  such  proceedings  wei''  had  tliat 
by  a  decree  made  of  the  2d  S.>pf  ember  l.i.-it  the  property 
and  affairs  of  the  company  were  placed  in  the  hands  of 
a  receiver, 

A  plan  has  been  suggested  for  tlie  aifscnl  of  the 
stock  and  bondholdei's  which  idiilemiiliitcs  a  wale  of 
the  canal  under  lawful  proiess  and  a  purchase  of  the 
same  for  the  purpose  of  foiining  a  new  company, 
.1   which  the  capital  stock   shall   be  one  :,iilioD  of 
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dollars,  divided  into  twenty  tboiisiiiid  shares  of  fifty 
dollars  each,  of  which  each  unseutiitg  holder  of  a 
mortgage  bond  for  one  tboiinaud  dollars  xball  be  en- 
titled to  eighteen  shares,  :iiid  ea>-li  nss'^iitiug  holder 
of  flftj  shares  of  stock  of  the  U'yoiiiiiig  irii.il  coiu- 
paoy  shall  be  entitled  to  niui-  shiires.  Of  <  nurse  no 
officer  of  the  Common wealtli  had  authority  to  assent 
to  the  proposal  or  in  any  way  t'>  i'.lfot  In-v  ;)'>sition. 
It  is  believed  also  that  the  plan  is  not  <me  that  oiight 
to  he  assented  to  by  the  Comjiinuweiilth,  and  that 
under  all  the  oirLunistanccs.  >f  the  convcuicnce  rif 
individual  parties  requires  a  change  such  as  proposed, 
the  debt  due  to  the  Commonwealth  I'Ught  to  he  first 
paid  or  fully  secured. 

T  suggest  that  the  act  pasaod  .Sth  of  Apiil,  18G1, 
entitled  "An  Act  eooceroing  tin'  sale  of  rai'roa.ls, 
canals,"  &c.,  should  be  niodilied  so  that  in  all  cases  in 
which  a  debt  may  be  due  to  the  Commonwealth  by 
the  company  as  whose  property  a  pulilrr  work  may  be 
sold,  the  purchasers  thereof  shall  not  he  entitled  to 
the  benefits  and  privileges  i-rHir(MTe4l  by  the  act  unlfss 
they  shall  have  first  paid  tlie  debt  due  to  the  ^laie 
or  secured  the  same  by  their  bonds  to  tin;  Common- 
wealth secured  by  a  first  mortgage  on  the  work  itself. 

I  commend  the  subject  to  thf  iinmi'diati;  considera- 
tion of  the  r^egislature,  as  an  efl'ort  may  be  made  at 
an  early  day  to  enforce  a  sale  of  tJK^  canal,  juid  some 
provision  by  law  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  State 
would  in  (hflt  case  be  necessary. 

The  wicked  and  monstrons  rebellion  which  broke 
out  many  months  ago,  has  not  yet  been  quelled.  Every 
sentiment  of  loyalty  and  patriotism  demands  its  ef- 
fectaal  suppression. 

In  my  messages  of  the  ftth  and  30th  of  April  last,  I 
Bet  forth  at  length  my  views  of  the  character  and  ob- 
jects of  the  contest  which  is  still  pending.  Subse- 
quent  reflection  has  confirmed  me  in  the  correctness 
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of  the  opiuiou  then  expieesed,  and  to  whicb  I  refer. 
In  addition  it  oiigUt  to  be  understood,  that  looking 
to  the  varietj'  and  character  of  her  products 
diiBtry,  her  material  interest  alooe  would  render  the 
preservation  of  the  Union  from  tbe  present  assault 
upon  it,  indiepensable  to  Pennsylvania,  She  cannot 
afford  to  have  a  foreign  power  below  or  above  or 
bounding  her  on  the  Delaware,  the  Chesapeake  or  tbe 
Mississippi,  and  she  will  never  acquiesce  in  such  a 
result,  whatever  may  be  the  coat  in  men  and  money 
of  her  reaistance  to  It. 

On  the  9th  of  April  last  I  directed  the  attention  of 
the  Legislature  to  the  necessity  which  existed  for  an 
improved  military  organization,  and  on  tbe  12th  of 
the  same  mouth  tbe  act,  entitled  "An  Act  for  the 
better  organization  of  the  militia  of  (his  Common- 
wealth," passed,  appropriating  the  snm  of  faOfl.OOO 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing,  equipping  and  arming 
the  militia.  On  the  15th  of  April  the  President,  by 
proclamation,  called  for  a  military  force  of  seventy- 
five  thousand  men,  of  which  the  quota  assigned  to 
Pennsylvania  was  at  first  sixteen  (afterwards  reduced 
to  fourteen)  regiments  to  serve  as  infantry  or  riflemen 
for  the  term  of  three  mouths  unless  sooner  discharged. 
This  call  was  enthnsiastically  responded  to  by  the 
people  of  Pennsylvania.  The  first  military  aid  from 
the  loyal  States,  which  the  Government  received  at 
Washington,  was  a  Pennsylvania  corps  whicb  arrived 
there  prior  to  the  19th  of  April.  On  that  day  the 
passage  of  other  corps  from  this  and  other  States 
through  Itaitimore  was  impeded  by  force  and  during 
nearly  two  weeks  afterwards  the  communication  be- 
tween Washington  and  the  loyal  States  was  almost 
entirely  cut  off,  Od  the  Ifltli  I  received  a  request  from 
the  War  Department  that  the  troops  preparing  in  this 
State  should  be  clothed,  armed,  equipped,  subsisted 
and  transported  by  tbe  State  in  consequence  of  the 
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then  isabilitf  of  the  United  States.  This  request  was 
of  coarse  complied  with,  and  twenty-five  regimeDts, 
(being  eleven  ragimeDts  faejond  our  quota,)  compris- 
ing twenty  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
men  from  Pennsylvania  served  for  the  term  of  three 
months  auder  the  President's  proclamation  above  re- 
ferred to.  As  the  forniBhing  those  volanteers  with 
supplies  was  Deceagarily  under  the  circumstances  a 
harried  operatiou,  and  as  complaints  were  made  in 
r^ard  to  them,  and  frauds  were  alleged  to  have  been 
perpetrated,  I  appointed  a  board  of  commissioners  to 
investigate  the  whole  subject.  A  copy  of  their  report 
with  the  evidence  taken  by  them  has  been  already  laid 
before  the  public.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Auditor 
General  to  open  the  accounts  of  such  parlies  as  appear 
by  the  testimony  to  have  been  overpaid  and  this  course 
has  already  been  taken  in  two  of  those  cases. 

On  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  three  months 
men  in  July  last,  some  eight  or  ten  thousand  dis- 
charged Pennsylvania  volunteers  were  thrown  into 
Ilarrisburg  without  notice  and  detained  here,  waiting 
to  be  paid,  for  an  average  time  of  some  ten  days. 
Their  tents,  camp  equipage  and  cooking  utensils  bad 
been  taken  from  them  at  Wiiliamsport,  Maryland,  and 
they  arrived  here  destitute  of  all  means  of  shelter  and 
of  preparing  their  food.  The  Commissary  of  -the 
United  States  furnished  uncooked  rations,  and  under 
the  circumstances  of  emergency  I  deemed  it  necessary 
to  make  arrangements  for  aiding  in  the  cooking  and 
baking  of  the  rations,  and  also  For  furnishing  meals  to 
snch  of  the  regiments  as  arrived  during  the  night  or 
ander  circumstances  requiring  instant  relief.  The  ex- 
penses attending  these  operations  amounted  so  far 
as  ascertained  to  f744.20,  and  I  recommend  that  the 
Legislature  make  an  appropriation  to  pay  them.  It 
oogfat  to  be  stated  that  these  expenses  would  have 
been  much  larger,  but  for  the  liberal  and  patriotic 
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efforts  of  the  citizens  and  espeiiallj  the  ladies  of  Har- 
risburg;  their  fiee-hauded  hospitality  and  geuerous  aid 
to  our  wearied  and  hungry  soldiers,  deserve  remem- 
brance and  gratitade. 

At  Ihe  Bpecial  sessioD  of  the  Legislature  which  com- 
lueuced  oq  the  3()tb  of  April  last,  I  pecommended  the 
organization  of  a  Reserve  Corps,  to  be  armed,  equipped, 
(')(»ttied,  subsisted  and  paid  by  the  State,  aud  drilled 
in  camps  of  instruction,  in  antidpatioD  of  the  exi- 
geucies  of  the  country,  and  by  the  act  of  the  15th  of 
May  last,  such  a  corps  was  directed  to  be  raised,  and 
a  loan  of  ?3,000,0l)0  was  aotborized  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  that  and  other  military  preparations.  Men 
more  than  sufficient  in  number  to  form  some  ten  regi- 
ments of  the  Reserve  Corps  bad,  previous  to  the  15th 
of  May  been  accepted  by  me  in  pursuance  of  a  call 
on  me  (afterward  rescinded)  for  twenty-flve  regiments, 
and  were  then  already  assembled  and  subject  to  my 
control.  Most  of  these  men  volunteered  for  the  Re- 
serve Corps  and  were  immediately  organized.  The  re- 
maining regiments  were  rapidly  recruited  and  the 
corps  was  thus  completed,  and  George  A.  M'Call,  of 
Chester  county,  was  commissioned  as  Major  General, 
and  assigned  to  the  command  of  all  the  forces  raised 
or  to  be  raised  under  the  provisions  of  the  last  men- 
tioned act.  The  regimenls  composing  the  Reserve 
Corps  were  instructed  in  foui'  i-anips  in  different  parts 
of  the  HIate,  until  they  were  taken  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States.  Two  of  these  regiments,  under 
the  commands  of  Colonels  Charles  .T.  Riddle  and  Sen- 
eca G.  Simmons,  and  two  companieB  of  artillery  under 
the  command  of  Ctd.  Charles  T.  Campbell  at  the  press- 
ing instance  of  the  War  Department  were  sent  on  the 
22d  of  June  last  (o  the  relief  of  Col.  Wallace,  at  Cum- 
berland, and  remained  for  about  six  weeks  Iherp,  and 
in  Western  Virginia  engaged  in  active  operations. 

Towards  the  close  of  July  the  whole  corps  was  called 
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for  Qoder  requisitioD,  and  taken  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States.  Within  four  daj's  after  the  disaster 
at  BaU'e  Run,  eleven  regiments  of  this  flue  bod^v  of 
men  (armed,  drilled,  clothed,  equipped,  and  in  all  re- 
spects ready  for  active  service)  were  in  Washington. 
The  regiments  and  companies  from  Western  Virginia 
and  the  remaining  two  regiments  making  the  whole 
vamber  of  fifteen,  soon  joined  them  there,  and  thej  are 
all  now  in  eerviee  under  the  command  of  Gen.M'Call, 
who  has  been  commissioned  as  a  Brigadier  General 
by  the  United  States. 

These  fifteen  regiments  contain  fifteen  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-six  men,  and  constitute  a  divi- 
sion comprising  three  brigades,  a  regiment  of  artillery 
and  one  of  cavalry.  The  whole  expense  of  raising, 
clothing,  equipping,  subsisting  and  paying  the  Reserve 
Corps,  (including  th;;  expense  of  establishing  and  fit- 
ting the  camps  of  instruction,  of  recruiting,  and  sup- 
plying regimental' flags,  and  the  expenses  of  the  cam- 
paign of  the  two  regiments  and  companies  in  Mary- 
land and  Western  Virginia,  which  were  all  defrayed 
by  the  State,]  has  amounted  lo  1855,444  87.  This  does 
not  include  the  transportation  on  railroads,  as  the 
separation  of  that  account  would  have  been  a  work 
of  great  labor,  nor  does  it  include  the  pay  of  the  two 
regiments  during  the  campaign,  but  it  does  include  all 
the  expenses,  which  were  heavv,  of  teams  and  trans- 
portation, not  ou  railroads,  for  the  two  regiments  on 
the  campaign  above  mentioned.  Twelve  regiments  of 
the  Reserve  Corps  were  paid,  subsisted,  &c.,  by  (he 
State  to  the  averafje  date  of  22A  July.  The  two  regi- 
ments in  Western  Virginia  were  paid  by  the  State  to 
the  date  of  their  departure  from  Harrisburg  on  that 
expedition.  The  cavalry  regiment  was  not  paid  b.v 
the  State.  It  will  he  perceived  that  the  whole  aver- 
age expense  per  man  was  ?53  05. 

Previous  to  the  Slst  of  April  last,  a  regiment  had 
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been  enlisted  iu  the  city  of  Erie  from  Nortb-westera' 
I'eunfiylvauia,  When  the  call  was  made  oq  me  on  that 
daj,  (or  twenty-five  additional  regiments,  the  Erie 
regiment  was  ordered  to  march  to  Harrisburg.  The 
call  was  reednded,  however,  before  the  regiment 
reached  Pittsburg,  and  1  ordered  it  to  encamp  at  that 
city,  where  it  remained  nntil  the  30th  of  June.  The 
National  Government  declined  to  muster  the  regiment  ' 
into  service — -as  all  esisting  requisitions  made  on  the 
State  were  more  than  filled. 

Much  apprehension  existed  in  the  Western  and 
South-western  borders  of  the  Btate,  and  it  was  deemed 
prudent  to  retain  (he  regiment  at  Pittsburg  to  meet 
any  emergency  that  might  arise.  After  the  passage 
of  the  aet  of  15tb  May,  1861,  it  was  expected  that  this 
regiment  would  forui  part  of  the  Reserve  Volunteer 
Corps;  but  as  the  men  had  been  a  long  time  from  home 
and  remained  inactive  in  camp,  they  declined  entering 
tlie  service,  and  were  subsisted  and  paid  up  to  the  30th 
of  June  by  the  State.  Two  regimeuts  have  since  been 
enlisted  from  the  same  part  of  Pennsylvania  at  the 
city  of  Erie,  one  of  which  has  been  at  Washington  in 
service  since  September,  and  the  other  is  now  ready 
for  marching  orders — and  it  is  due  to  the  first  Erie 
regiment  to  say  that  most  of  the  men  are  now  in  ser- 

Further  requisitions  for  sixteen  regiments  of  in- 
fantry and  two  regiments  of  cavalry  were  shortly  af- 
terwards made  by  the  War  Department.  Of  these, 
sixteen  have  already  been  raised  and  are  iu  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  remaining  two  are  in  the 
course  of  organization  and  nearly  ready  to  march. 

In  addition  to  (he  requisitions  on  the  State,  the  War 
Department  had  given  authorities  tc  numerous  indi- 
viduals to  raise  volunteers  in  Pennsylvania,  but  as 
that  system  was  found  to  create  much  embarrassment, 
a  general  order  was  issued  by  the  War  Department  on 
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the  2Sth  of  September  laet,  placiog  all  eucfa  arganiza- 
tions  noder  the  control  of  the  Governor,  and  sbortij 
afterwards  a  requlBition  was  made  00  the  State  to  in- 
creaee  her  qnota  to  aeveiit;-flve  thoaBand  men.  Those 
independent  organizations,  as  the;  were  called,  thua 
became  PenDsjlTama  regimentB  and  as  completed  and 
■ent  forward  form  part  of  the  quota  of  the  State. 

The  State  regimentB  have  been  numbered,  and  the 
last  to  this  date  is  numbered  one  hundred  and  fifteen. 
Two  of, the  three  months'  regiments  have  contiuned  in 
aerrice  under  the  later  requisitions,  and  retain  their 
original  nambers.  Deducting  the  remaining  twenty- 
three  three  months'  regiments,  there  are  ninety-two 
regiments  in  service  and  preparing  for  it.  We  have 
also  in  service  and  preparing  twenty-four  companies. 

The  following  table  of  the  existing  PennsylvaDia 
volnnteer  force  is  given  for  information: 

Regiments  in  Service. 
66  regiments  of  infantry,  of  which  6  were  rifle 

regiments, 71,189 

H  regiments  of  cavalry, 12,690 

1  regiment  of  artillery, 1,077 


84,956 


Companies  in  Service. 

7  companies  of  infantry, 707 

6  do.  cavalry 578 

6  do.  artillery, 936 


2,221 


87,177 
EDlistments  in  other  than  Pennsylvania  or- 
ganizations,   estimated,     (the     officers     of 
which  are  in  course  of  being  commissioned),        6,400 


Total  in  service, 93,577 


426                 Papers  of  tlie  Governors. 

V 

R^giiueuts  Preparing  for  Service. 

12  regimeatB  of  infantry, 13,093 

1  i-egiment  of  cavalry, l,13(j 

1         do.         artillery, 1,077 

15,3US 

Companies  rreparing  for  He'rvifc. 

1  conipanv  of  cavalrv, 109 

4  companieB  of  artillery, 624 

733 

- 

16,038 

In  service 

93,57T 

Preparing  for  sei'vice, 

16,038 

Pennaylvania'a   contrihiition 

109.615 

ExcJDSive  of  20.175  three  months'  men,  now  disbanded.              ^ 

Tlie  i-e{;inionta  piepariiifj  for  service  are  incomplete. 
Tliose  (liat  may  not  be  filled  by  the  ICth  instant  will 
he  consolidated  and  sent  forward.  Of  the  regiments 
iu  serviee,  the  lltli  and  l-'ifli  refi'"ients  of  infantry 
are  at  Annapolis;  Hie  2Stli.  2!Hh,  lilst,  (Kith.  fi!)rli.  71sl, 
72d  and  lOGtli  regiments  and  one  company  of  infantry 
are  in  the  command  of  Major  General  Banks;  Ihe  45tb, 
30th,  ySth.  "Cth  and  300th  regiments  of  infantry  are 
in  South  Carolina;  Ihe  4Sth  infantry  are  at  Hatteras 
Inlet;  the  lOSth  infantry  and  11th  cavalry  are  at  Forl- 
ress  Monroe;  the  77th.  7Sth  and  79lli  infantry,  the  7th 
and  yth  cavalry,  one  Iroop  of  horse,  one  sqnadron  of 
cavalry,  two  battalions  of  artillery  are  iu  Kentucky; 
the  84th  and  llOth  infantry  are  in  Western  Virginia, 
as  are  also  three  companies  of  infantry,  foni'  companies 
of  cavalry,  five  companies  of  lifil't  artillery;  the  S7th 
infantry  are  at  CocUevsville,  in  Marvlaiid;    one  com- 
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paay  of  artillery  is  at  Fort  Delaware;  all  the  re- 
mainder of  the  volunteers  are  at  or  oear  Washington. 
Upwards  of  three  hundred  volunteers  from  PenDsyl- 
TanJa  are  now  prisoners,  but  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  it  may  be  expected 
that  they  will  soon  he  released. 

In  compliance  with  the  joint  resolutions  of  the  16th 
of  May  last,  I  have  i)rocured  regimental  flags  for  the 
Pennsylvania  volunteers,  and  have  presented  them 
in  person  to  most  of  the  regiments.  In  other  cases, 
the  regiments  being  on  or  near  the  Potomac,  I  have 
requested  Mr.  Cowan,  Senator,  and  Messrs.  Grow  and 
Wright,  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
from  Pennsylvania,  to  present  thera  in  the  name  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

The  General  Government  requested  that  the  States 
would  abstain  from  purchasing  arms,  as  their  compe- 
tition was  found  injurious  in  the  market,  and  in  view 
of  the  large  expenditures  of  money  in  arming  and 
equipping  the  volunteer  force  of  the  State,  provided 
foi"  the  defence  of  tlie  National  Government,  I  did  not 
purchase  any  as  autliorized  by  the  twenty-eighth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  tlic  15th  of  May,  1861.  The  State 
has  DOW  quite  as  m.iny  arms  as  .ire  necessary  to  arm 
all  her  volunteer  organizatitma  in  existence;  but,  influ- 
enced by  the  threatening  aspect  of  our  relations  with 
foreign  governments,  I  have  directed  the  Adjutant 
General  to  procure  arms  as  so<m  as  it  can  be  done 
on  reasonable  terms  and  without  injurious  competi- 
tion with  the  National  Government.  Arms  have  been 
distributed  among  the  border  counties  to  all  the  or- 
ganizations that  have  been  formed  to  receive  them. 
One  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty  arms  have  been 
thus  distributed.  T  have  also  addressed  a  letter  to 
the  commissioners  of  all  the  border  counties,  offering 
arms  to  them  as  soon  as  military  organizations  shall 
be  formed  to  receive  fhem.     Besides  thus  complying 
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with  the  requirements  of  the  tweotj-seventh  section 
of  the  act  of  15tli  May  last,  I  have  deemed  it  prudeot 
to  offer  five  tbousand  arms  to  sucti  military  organiza- 
tions as  maj-  be  formed  in  Philadelphia  on  a  plau  to 
be  approved  b.v  me  as  Comraander-in-Cbief.  Musliets 
and  riflea  to  a  considerable  extent  have  been  furnished 
to  the  PennRvlvauia  vohinteers  from  the  State  arsenal. 
Others  have  been  Bent  by  the  United  States  aathorities 
to  arm  them  before  leaving  the  State,  In  some  cases 
regiments  have  gone  without  arms  under  assurances 
from  the  War  Department  that  they  would  be  armed 
at  Washington  or  other  near  designated  points,  and 
that  their  immediate  departure  was  required.  It  was 
thought  wise  in  tht-se  cases  not  to  insist  on  the  arms 
being  sent  before  the  regiments  marched,  as  this  would 
have  imposed  on  the  government  an  unnecessary  ex- 
pense in  freight,  and  would  have  been  productive  of 
delays  which  might  have  been  seriously  detrimental  to 
the  public  service.  Forty-two  pieces  of  artillery  with 
linibera,  caissonR,  forges,  aiinminition  wapms,  harness 
and  all  the  necessary  implements  and  equipments 
were  furnished  by  the  State  to  the  artillery  regiment 
of  the  Reserve  Corps.  Ten  of  ttiese  were  purchased 
by  the  State,  and  their  cost  has  been  refunded  by  the 
United  States.  Diligence  has  been  used  in  collecting 
arms  throughout  the  State  and  repairing  and  altering 
them  in  tlie  most  approved  manner. 

The  State  has  now  62  pieces  of  artillery,  of  which  17 
need  repairs. — 20.753  muskets  and  rifles,  some  of 
which  are  in  the  hands  of  mechanics  being  repaired; 
1,010  are  in  the  hands  ot  volunteer  cor|)s  throughout 
the  State;  3,i)3fl  in  the  possession  of  county  commis- 
sioners, and  1,(1110  with  the  reserve  corps  of  I'liiladel- 
phia. 

In  addition  to  this  the  city  of  Philadelphia  has  0 
pieces  of  rifled  artillery,  and  4,070  muskets  and  rifles. 

The  State  has  also  in   (he  jirsemil  at   Ilarrisburg 
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1,966  sabrea  and  swords,  aad  1,957  pistuls,  uud  the 
cit;  of  Philadelphia  has  440  sabres,  and  Sid  itistols 
with  the  necessary  accoatremeots. 

There  is  also  in  the  arsenal  at  Harrisburg,  n  large 
amoDnt  of  accontrements  and  ammunition  for  artillerj 
and  small  arms. 

The  Adjutant  General  is  saccessfuU;  engaged  in 
collecting  arms  throughout  the  State,  and  it  is  ex- 
pected that  the  number  above  stated  will  be  largely 
iDcreased.'  E^obably,  at  least,  5,000  muskets  and  rifles 
and  several  pieces  of  artillery  will  still  be  collected. 

The  care  which  baa  been  bestowed  upon  the  comfort 
of  the  volunteera,  and  the  goodness  and  sufficiency  of 
their  supplies  of  all  kinds,  and  the  excellent  arrange- 
ments of  the  Medical  Department  under  the  control 
of  Sargeon  General  Henry  H,  Smith,  are  proved  by 
the  fact  that  more  than  60,000  men  have  been  for 
various,  generally  short  periods  at  Camp  Curtin  since 
the  9th  of  April  last,  and  that  down  to  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary instant,  there  died  but  forty-niue  men  at  that 
camp,  viz:  Forty-four  from  sickness,  two  (belonging  to 
regiments  from  other  States,)  who  bad  been  injured 
on  railroads,  two  accidentally  killed  in  Camp  Curtin 
and  one  shot  in  Harrisburg. 

To  facilitate  the  making  of  allotments  of  their  pay 
by  our  volunteers  in  the  field  for  the  support  of  their 
families  at  home,  I  appointed  Hon.  Kdgar  Cowan, 
Thomas  E.  Franklin  and  E.  C.  Humes,  Esqs.,  commis- 
sioners to  visit  the  camps  of  our  men  on  and  south  of 
the  Potomac,  and  also  James  Park  and  M.  W.  Beltz- 
hoover,  Esqa.,  commissioners  to  visit  those  in  Kea- 
tucky  and  elsewhere  in  the  western  country,  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  troops  to  the  system  of  allot- 
ment and  to  encourage  them  in  adopting  a  practical 
plan  for  carrying  it  into  effect. 

The  several  reports  of  these  commissioners  are 
highly  satisfactory. 
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.For  details  on  the  eeveral  siibjerts  ronnpfted  with 
the  military  operafioQH  of  this  State,  I  refer  to  tlie  re- 
ports of  the  Adjutaut  General,  Surgeon  General,  Quar- 
termaster General,  CoinniisBarj'  General  and  Pay- 
master General  whieh  accoinitany  this  mesaa^e. 

The  duties  imposed  on  me  were  so  onerous  that  I 
found  it  netessarj  to  invite  the  temporary  assistance 
of  gentlemen  on  my  staff  to  aid  me  to  perform  them. 

In  this  capacity.  Colonels  Thomas  A.  Scott.  Gideon 
J.  Ball  and  John  A,  Wright  contributed  their  valu- 
able services  from  the  middle  of  April  until  they  were 
called  away  by  other  duties.  Col.  Scott  remaining 
until  he  became  connected  with  the  War  Department, 
Col.  Ball  until  the  1st  of  June  and  Col.  Wright  until 
the  23d  of  July;  for  the  time  thus  devoted  to  the 
service  of  the  State  they  have  refused  to  receive  any 
compenautioD. 

Colonels  Joseph  U  .Potts,  A.  L.  Russell,  J.  Brown 
Parker  and  Craig  Biddle  were  in  the  otrvice  up  to  the 
2l)tli  of  Diwnilier.  Tho  Department  of  Telegraph  and 
Transportation  was  under  the  exclusive  control  of  Col. 
Potts.  The  systeni  and  economy  of  its  management 
show  how  faithfully  aud  well  he  fulfilled  his  office. 

It  is  but  just  to  all  these  gentlemen  that  I  should 
bear  testimony  to  the  untiring  zeal  and  fidelity  with 
which  their  duties  were  performed. 

The  quota  of  the  State  having  been  more  than  filled, 
and  her  military-  force;  organixcd,  1  was  enabh'd  on 
the  20th  of  December  last,  to  dispense  with  a  personal 
staff,  and  the  temporary  arrangement  which  had  been 
made  for  its  employment  was  then  closed. 

By  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  act  of  the  15th  of 
May,  1861,  I  was  authorized  to  draw  my  warrants  on 
the  Treasury  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  |20.fl0()  for  com- 
pensation to  such  persons  as  might  Ite  required  to 
serve  the  country  in  a  military  capacity.  &c.  Of  this 
fund  I  have  drawn  from  the  Ti'easury  |8,500.  out  of 
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wbich  I  paid  the  oompensation  of  nij  personal  staff, 
also  other  expenses  of  the  military  department,  and 
the  actual  expenses  of  persons  employed  on  tempor- 
ary seryice,  none  of  whom  received  any  forther  com- 
pensation, and  expenses  of  the  commissions  appointed 
to  investigate  alleged  frauds,  &c.,  and  the  expenses  of 
establishing  military  patrols  on  the  Maryland  line  and 
$500  on  secret  service.  My  account  is  settled  in  the 
office  of  the  Auditor  General  up  to  the  1st  of  December. 
On  that  day  I  had  expenses  f6,4fl0,  and  except  some 
ioconsiderable  payments  made  since,  the  balance  re- 
mains in  my  hands. 

The  report  of  the  Auditor  General  will  exhibit  the 
items  of  the  account. 

An  account  of  military  expenditures  by  the  State 
OD  behalf  of  the  United  States,  as  far  as  the  same  had 
then  been  ascertained  and  settled  by  the  accounting 
departments  here,  was  made  up  to  the  1st  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1861,  and  presented  on  the  12th  of  that  month 
at  the  Treasury  Department  of  the  United  States  for 
settlement  and  allowance.  The  sum  of  |606,000,  has 
been  received  from  the  Treasury  Department  on  that 
account.  The  re-payment  by  the  General  Government 
of  the  expenses  attending  the  organization  and  sup- 
port of  the  Reserve  Corps,  may  not  be  provided  for 
by  any  existing  act  of  GongresH,  As  these  expenses 
were  incurred  by  the  State  for  the  benelit  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  have  been  productive  of  results 
most  important  to  the  welfare  and  even  safety  of 
the  country,  it  would  be  right  that  an  act  of  Congress 
should  be  passed  providing  expressly  for  their  re-pay- 
ment. It  lies  with  the  Legislature  to  adopt  the  proper 
means  for  directing  the  attention  of  Congress  to  this 
subject. 

Assurances  have  been  received  from  the  Treasury 
Department  that  the  examination  of  the  military  ar- 
rounts  of  the  State  will  be  proceeded  in  without  delay. 
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BO  that  the  State  liaj-  receive  a  credit  for  the  balance"* 
due,  in  time  to  appij'  the  same  towards  the  payment  of 
her  quota  of  the  direct  tax.  AeeiuniiDg  the  completion 
of  this  arraugeiiient,  if  the  State  shall  assume  the 
direct  tax  for  this  jear,  a  saving  of  fifteen  per  cent, 
will  accrue  to  her,  and  no  present  increase  of  her  taxa- 
tion will  be  necessary. 

Whether  this  ci-edit  be  given  or  not,  I  recommend 
that  the  payment  of  the  direct  tax  be  assumed  by  the 
State. 

In  case  the  State  assumes  the  payment  of  this  tax 
there  should  be  such  revision  of  the  tax  laws  as  will 
hereafter  equitably  apportion  the  burden  among  the 
various  interests  now  subject  or  that  can  properly  be 
made  subject  to  taxation.  The  saving  fifteen  per  cent, 
to  the  people  of  the  State  by  the  assumption  is  a 
matter  worthy  of  thought,  but  a  more  important  con- 
sideration is  that  it  will  enable  you  who  represent 
all  the  varied  interests  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  ap- 
portion the  tax  in  such  manner  as  to  hear  equally  upon 
all.  Our  revenue  laws  had  imposed  on  real  and  per- 
sonal |)roperty  as  its  full  proportion,  but  little  more 
than  one-third  of  the  taxes  needed  for  the  ordinary  ex- 
penditures of  the  government.  By  the  act  of  loth 
May  last,  the  tax  on  Ibis  species  of  property  has  al- 
ready been  increased  one-sixth.  Should  the  State  re- 
fuse to  assume  the  United  States  tax,  the  whole  burden 
of  it  will  fall  upon  these  interests,  interests  too,  most 
unfavorably  affected  by  the  war,  whilst  other  kinds 
of  property  and  other  sources  of  revenue,  judged  by 
our  laws  able  to  pay  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  present 
revenues  of  the  State,  would  not  be  called  on  to  con- 
tribute one  dollar  of  additional  tax. 

The  militia  system  of  the  Commonwealth  is  very  im- 
perfect. I  recommend  the  establishment  of  a  commis- 
sion to  frame  and  report  a  system  more  adequate  to  the 
exigency  of  the  times. 
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I  earnestly  recommend  to  the  Legialatare  that  pro- 
vision be  made  for  the  military  inBtrnction  of  youth. 
The  appointment  of  a  military  instructor  in  the 
Kormal  schools,  would  in  a  short  period  give  teachers 
to  the  common  schools  who  would  be  competent  to 
train  the  boys  ia  attendance  on  them.  It  would  in 
my  opinion  be  wise  also  to  provide  for  the  purchase 
or  leasing  by  the  Commonwealth  of  a  building  for  a 
military  school,  and  for  employing  competent  instract- 
ors,  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  requiring  the  pupils 
to  defray  the  other  expenses.  No  pupil  shonld  be  ad- 
mitted to  this  school  without  having  passed  a  tbor- 
oagb  examination  on  mathematics  and  all  fitting  sub- 
jects of  instruction  except  the  military  art  proper.  I 
respectfully  urge  this  subject  on  your  early  considera- 
tion, as  one  of  material  perhaps  vital  importance. 

I  have  taken  measures  to  direct  the  eflQcient  atten- 
tion of  the  General  Government  to  the  fortification  of 
the  water  approaches  on  the  seaboard  and  the  lakes, 
and  arrangements  ai^e  in  the  course  of  being  affected 
which  it  is  hoped  will  be  satisfactory  in  their  result. 

I  send  with  this  message  a  copy  of  a  communica- 
tion from  General  Totten,  Chief  of  the  Military  En- 
gineer Department  at  Washington.  I  have  also  rep- 
resented to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  the  necessity 
for  floating  defences  on  the  Delaware,  and  have  his 
assurance  that  they  shall  be  prepared  at  the  earliest 
moment. 

I  have  had  a  correspondence  with  the  authorities 
and  some  of  the  citizens  of  Erie  on  the  subject  of  the 
defenceless  condition  of  that  city,  and  the  part  of  the 
State  bordering  on  the  lake.  On  examination  it  is 
foand  that  there  are  no  defences  on  the  lake,  and  that 
the  ordnance  at  the  city  of  Erie  was  withdrawn  by  the 
National  Government  in  the  summer  of  1861.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  a  request  made,  directed  that 
the  crew  of  the  United  States  steamer  Michigan  should 
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Dot  be  disbanded,  as  has  been  nsaal,  and  that  ressel 
will  rt-main  in  the  narbor  of  Erie  duitog  the  wiiiter. 
Sliould  the  National  Government  unexpectedly  fail 
in  its  duty  providing  adequate  defences  at  our  as- 
sailable points,  East  and  West,  I  earnestly  recommend 
that  the  Legislature  talie  prompt  means  for  that  pur- 
pose. \W-  should  be  admonished,  by  recent  indications 
from  abroad,  to  be  prepared  for  our  own  defence,  as 
well  as  for  the  suppression  of  domestic  insurrection. 

In  selecting  a  site  for  a  National  Armory,  if  the 
public  good  be  alone  considered,  Pennsylvania  will  be 
preferred,  as  she  affords  the  combined  advantages  of 
a  central  position,  abundance  of  material  and  siiilled 
mechanics,  and  a  people  of  undoubted  loyalty. 

I  commend  to  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  the 
report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Schools,  the 
ftourisbing  state  of  which  and  the  rapid  progress  of 
education  are  subjects  of  just  congratulation. 

The  reports  of  the  Lunatic  Hospital  at  Harrisburg 
and  of  Westero  Pennsylvania,  of  the  Douses  of  Hefuge 
at  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg,  of  the  Institutions  for 
the  Deaf  and  Punih  and  for  the  Ulind  and  the  Xorth- 
ern  Home  for  Frieudless  Childien  at  Philadelphia,  and 
of  the  I'ennsylraniii  Training  School  for  Idiotic  and 
Feeble  Minded  Children  at  Media,  show  that  these 
meiitorious  charities  are  well  administered,  and  I 
recommend  that  the  countenance  and  aid  of  the  Com- 
monwealth he  continued  to  them. 

I'nder  the  joint  resolution  of  Ifith  Slay  last,  com- 
missioners have  been  appointed  to  revise  the  revenue 
laws,  whose  names  will  be  fortliwitli  submitted  for  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
commissioners  will  he  able  to  report  during  the  pres- 
ent session  of  the  legislature.  Considering  the  great 
labor  imposed  on  them,  and  the  vast  importance,  at 
the  present  time,  of  an  able  and  efficient  performance 
of  the  duties  of  the -commissioners.  I  suggest  that  the 
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compensation  provided   for  by   the  joint   resolution 
should  be  increased  to  an  adequate  amount. 

It  was  evident;  long  since,  that  it  -would  be  impos- 
sible for  the  banks  to  continue  to  redeem  their  obliga- 
tions in  coin,  in  the  face  of  the  large  issues  of  paper, 
the  necessity  for  which  was  imposed  on  them  and 
the  government  by  the  exigencies  of  the  times.  No 
surprise,  therefore,  was  felt  at  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  the  banks,  ^hich  took  place  on  Monday, 
the  30th  of  December  last.  Under  the  circumstances, 
I  recommend  that  they  be  relieved  from  all  penalties 
for  this  breach  of  the  law. 

Pennsylvania  has  made  great  efforts  to  support  the 
Government.  She  has  given  more  and  better  clothed, 
and  better  equipped  men  than  any  other  State,  and 
has  far  exceeded  her  quota  of  the  military  levies.  The 
sons  of  our  best  citizens,  young  men  of  education  and 
means,  fill  the  ranks  of  her  volunteer  regiments. 
Their  gallant  conduct,  whenever  an  opportunity  has 
been  afforded  to  them,  has  done  honor  to  the  Com- 
monwealth. The  universal  movement  among  our 
people,  signifies  that  they  are  loyal  to  the  Government 
established  by  their  fathers,  and  are  determined  to 
quell  the  present  insurrection  and  preserve  the  Union, 
and  that  they  will  not  tolerate  any  plan  for  either  the 
dissolution  or  re-construction  of  it. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 

Executive  Department, 

Harrisburg,  January  8,  1862. 
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To  the  Senate   Giving  Notice  of   the     Appointment 
of  William  M.  Meredith  to  be  Attorney  General, 
Executive  Chamber. 
Harrisburg,  Jaouarj  9,  1862. 
Senators : — 

DURIXG  THE  RECESS  OF  THE  SENATE,  I  COM- 
missioned  William  M.  Meredith,  Esq.,  of  Phlla- 
dflphia.  to  be  Attorney  (.reneral,  ia  the  room  of 
Samuel  A.  I'lirviance,  Esq,,  resigned. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing-  "A  Supplement  to  an  Act 
for  the  Equalization  of  the  Currency  of  the  State," 

^^^  Executive  Chamber, 

Harrisburg,  January  9,  1862. 
Gentlemen: — 

1    RETURN  TO  THE  SENATE.  IN  ^\'mCH  IT  ORIG- 
innted.  bill,  No.  23,  entitled    "Supplement  to  an 
act  for  the  equalisation  of  tin?  cuiTentv  of  the 
State,  approved  the  seventeenth  day  of  April,  Anno 
Domini,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-one." 

This  bill  was  not  filed  in  the  ofiiee  of  the  Secretary 
of  Commonwealth  until  after  the  adjonnunent  of  the 
I-eglslature,  and  could  not  receive  the  sanction  or 
disapproval  of  the  Executive.  The  bill  itself  is  objec- 
tionable in  many  respects,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
you  will  adopt  such  measures,  as,  in  the  present  exi- 
gencies, will  secure  to  the  people  a  currency  as  unifonn 
as  possible,  and  relieve  any  embarrassments  that  may 
exist  from  the  suspension  of  specie  payment  by  the 
banks. 
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I  deemed  it  proper  to  return  you  the  bill  in  this  man- 
ner, so  that  there  might  be  no  misapprebenBions  in 
relation  to  it. 

A.  G.  CUBTIN. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Alexander  L.  Russell  to 
be  Adjutant  General  on  the  Grand  Staff  of  the  Mil- 
itia of  Pennsylvania. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harriflburg,  January  9, 1862. 
Senators: — 

I    DO  HEREBY  NOMINATE  AND  APPOINT,  FOR 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  Alexander 
L.  Rnssell,  Esq.,  of  the  county  of  Allegheny,  to  be 
Adjutant  General  on  the  Grand  Staff  of  the  militia  of 
this  Commonwealth,  for  the  term  of  three  years,  in 
room  of  Edward  M.  Biddle,  Esq.,  who  has  resigned. 
A.  G.  CURTIN. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Commissioners  on  the 
Revenue  Laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  9,  1862. 
t^natora : — 

D"RIXG  THE  RECESS  OF  THE  SENATE,  I  COM- 
missioned  Daniel  M.  Smjser,  of  the  county  of 
Montgomery,  William  M'Clelland,  of  the  county 
of  Franklin,  and  James  P.  Sterrett,  of  the  county  of 
Allegheny,  Esquires,  as  commissioners  to  revise,  col- 
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late  and  digest  all  acts  and  statutes  relating  to,  or 
Hiiicliing  tbi'  revenue  laws  of  the  Commonwenlth. 

I  now  nominate,  for  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  the  said  Daniel  M,  Smjeer,  William  M'Clel- 
land  and  James  1'.  Sterrett,  Esquires,  to  be  eomniis- 
siouera  as  aforesaid. 

A.  G.  CUBTIN. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Trustees  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Lunatic  Hospital. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  29,  1862. 
Senators: — 

IUO  HEREBY  NOMINATE  FOR  THE  ADVICE 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  in  conformity  with  the 
requirements  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of 
Assembly  of  the  14th  of  April,  A.  D.  1845,  establishing 
an  asylum  for  the  insane  poor  of  the  Commonwealth, 
James  J.  Barclay,  Esq.,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
John  L.  Atlee,  M.  D.,  of  the  county  of  Lancaster,  and 
Daniel  W.  Cross,  Esq.,  of  the  county  of  Dauphin,  to 
be  trustees  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Lunatic  hospi- 
tal, for  three  years,  from  the  first  day  of  February  next. 
A.  G.  CURTIN. 

To  the  Senate  Nominating  Francis  B.  Penniman  to 
be  a  Trustee  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Lunatic 
Hospital. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  4, 1862. 
Senators:— 

I    DO   IIRKRBV  NOMTN.VTE  FOR  THE  ADVICE 
and  consent  of  Ihe  Senate,  in  conformity  with  the 
requirements  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  As- 
sembly of  the  Ulh  of  April,  A.  D.  184.1.  establishing 
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ao  asylum  for  the  insane  poor  of  the  Commonweelth, 
Francis  B.  Penniman,  of  the  county  of  Wayne,  to  be 
a  trustee  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Lunatic  hospital, 
for  the  unexpired  term  of  A.  G.  Waterman,  deceased. 
A.  U.  CUBTIN. 


Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  John  D.  Stiles  as  a 
Representative  from  Pennsylvania  in  the  United 
States  Congress, 
Pennsylvania,  bb. 
(Signed)  A.  O.  Curtin 

TN    THE   NAME    AND    BY 
the  Authority  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylva- 
1,    ANDREW   G.   CURTIN, 
^Governor  of  the  said  Common- 


wealth. 


A  PROCLAMATION. 


WTiereas  by  a  return  made  by»tbe 
judges  of  a  special  election  held  in 
i  the  Seventh  CoDgressional  District  of 
I  this  Commonwealth,  composed  of  the 
*  Counties  of  Bucks  and  Lehigh  on 
Saturday  the  twenty-fonrth  day  of 
May  last  past,  under  the  Authority 
of  the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  Approved 
the  Second  day  of  July,  A.  I>.  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty  nine  entitled  "An  act 
relating  to  the  elections  of  this  Commonwealth," 
it  appears  that  John  D.  Stiles  was  duly  elected  to 
serve  as  a  Representative  of  this  State  in  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  death  of  the  Hon.  Thomas  B.  Cooper. 


p 
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ad  whereas  in  and  bj  tbe  Forty-second  Section  of 
Act  above  recited  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Gov- 
r  on  the  receipt  of  the  returns  of  any  special  elec- 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  to  declare 
Toclamation  the  name  of  the  person  elected, 
)w  therefore,  I  have  issued  this  my  Proclamation 
by  publisbing  and  declaring  that  tbe  said  John 
itiles  is  duly  elected  and  chosen  in  the  District 
re  mentioned  as  a  Representative  of  this  State 
e  House  of  Kepresentatives  of  the  Congress  of  the 
ed  States  in  the  room  of  the  Honorable  Thomas 
ooper,  deceased,  who  had  been  elected  a  member 
le  Thirty- seventh  Congress. 

ven  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
e  at  Harrisburg.  this  Second  day  of  June  in  the 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eig'ht  hundred  and 
'  two  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty  sixth. 
By  the  Governor: 

Eli  Slifer, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


■i 


fir 
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Proclamation  for  More  Men  for  the  Suppression  of 
the  Rebellion. 

Fenniylvania,  bs. 
tBigned)  A.  O.  Gurtio. 

[N   THE    NAME    AND    BY 
the  Authority  of  the  Com- 
moawealth  of  PeuiiBjlTa- 
lia,   ANDREW   G.   CURTIN, 
'Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 
More  men  are  required  for  the  sup- 
preeeioD  of  the  Rebellion. 
Our  Regiments  in  the  field  are  to  be 
Irecruited  to  their  original   Strength 
■and  in  addition  new  RegimentB  are  to 
he  formed. 
Pennsylvania  has  hitherto  done  her 
her  duty  to  the  Country,     Her  Freemen  are  again 
called  on  to  Volunteer  in  her  defence  that  tbe  blood  of 
ber  Sons  who  have  already  fallen  may  not  have  shed 
in  vain  and  that  we  may  band  down  to  our  posterity 
the  blesBings  of  Union  and  civil  and  political  liberty 
which  we  derived  from  our  Fathers. 

The  number  of  men  now  required  and  the  regula- 
tions for  EnliBtment  will  be  made  known  forthwith 
in  Greneral  Orders. 

Meanwhile  the  Men  of  Pennsylvania  will  hold  th«n- 
selves  in  readiness  for  prompt  compliance  with  the 
neceBsary  demand  upon  their  Gallant  and  Patriotic 
^irit. 

Our  noble  Commonwealth  has  never  yet  faltered 
and  must  stand  firm  now  when  her  Honour  and  every 
thing  that  is  dear  to  her  is  at  Stake. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
Btate  at  Harrisburg,  this  Fourth  day  of  July  id  the 
year  of  oor  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
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1862. 


I"  N    THE    NAME    AJND    BY 

llie  Aiitliority  of  the  Coni- 

Lionwealth  of  Pennsjlva- 

,    ANUKEW   G.   CUKTIN, 

uvenior  of  the  said  CoinmnD 


wealth, 


A  PROCLAMATION. 
Wh.Toaw  in  and  liy  the  Act  of  the 
;;i>iici;il  AsMfinlilv  of  this  Comuioii- 
nrallli  jtiisafd  the  Scrond  day  of  July, 
\.  h.  oiii'  tlioHsand  eight  himdrpd  and 
liirtv-nino.  t-iititlfd  "An  Act  vclatiny 
l<i  Iht'  I'U'clions  of  this  Coniinon- 
(vcallli,"  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the 
(ioviTiior  on  Hie  rci'i'lp)  of  (lie  rcliiriis  of  the  election 
of  the  Meiiil)eiM  of  tlie  llonae  of  Repi-esentatives  of 
the  THiited  Slates  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Coiniuon- 
wealth  to  declare  hy  Piocbimation  the  names  of  tlie 
jiersons  so  returned  as  eleeted  in  the  respective  diH- 
tricts. 

And  whereas  the  returns  of  the  (Jeneral  Election 
held  on  Tuesday  tlie  Fourteenth  day  of  October  last 
in  and  foe  the  several  districts  for  Members  to  set^e 
in  tlie  House  of  Representa lives  of  the  Congress  of 
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the  United  States  for  the  term  ol  Two  years  from 
and  after  the  Fourth  day  of  March  next  have  been 
received  in  the  ofhce  of  the  t^ccretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  above  re- 
cited Act,  Whereby  it  appears  that  in  the  First  Dis- 
trict composed  of  the  Second,  Third,  Fourth  Fifth, 
Bixth  and  Eleventh  Wards  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 
Bumuel  J.  Bandall  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the 
Second  District,  composed  of  the  First,  Seventh, 
Eighth,  Ninth  and  Tenth  Wards  in  the  City  of  Phila- 
delphia, Charles  O'Neill  has  been  duly  elected.  In 
the  Third  District  composed  of  the  Twelfth,  "Hiir- 
teenth,  Sixteenth,  Seventeenth,  Eligbteenth  and  Nine- 
teenth Wards  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  Leoaard 
Myers  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  Fourth  District 
composed  of  the  Fourteenth,  Fifteenth,  Twentieth, 
Twenty-first  and  Twenty-fourth  Wards  in  the  City 
of  Philadelphia,  William  D.  Kelly  has  been  duly  elect- 
ed. In  the  Fifth  District  composed  of  the  Twenty- 
second,  Twenty-third  and  Twenty-fifth  Wards  in  the 
City  of  Philadelphia  and  the  County  of  Bucks  M.  Bos- 
sel  Iliayer  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  Sixth  Dis- 
trict composed  of  the  Counties  of  Montgomery  and 
Lehigh  John  D.  Stiles  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the 
Seventh  District  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Chester 
and  Delaware  John  M.  Broomall  has  been  duly  elected. 
In  the  Eighth  District  composed  of  the  County  of 
Berks,  Sydenham  E.  Ancona  has  been  duly  elected. 
In  the  Ninth  District  composed  of  the  County  of  Lan- 
caster ThaddeuB  Stevens  has  Ven  duly  elected.  In 
the  Tenth  District  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Schuyl- 
kill and  Lebanon,  Myer  Strouse  has  been  duly  elected. 
In  the  Eleventh  District  composed  of  the  Counties  of 
Northampton,  Carbon.  Monroe,  Pike  and  Wayno. 
Philip  Johnson  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  Twelfth 
District  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Luzerne  aiid 
Snsqnehauna  Charles  Denison  has  been  duly  elected. 
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In  the  Thirteenth  Diahict  composed  of  the  Counties 
of  Bradford,  Wyoming,  Sullivan,  Columbia  and  Mon- 
tonr.  Henry  W.  Ti-aeey  has  been  duly  electpd.  In  the 
Fourteenth  district  composed  of  the  Counties  of 
Northumberland,  Union,  Snyder,  Juniata  and  Dau- 
phin, William  H.  Miller  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the 
Fifteenth  District  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Cum- 
berland, York  and  Perry,  Joseph  Bailey  has  been  duly 
elected.  In  the  Sixteenth  District  composed  of  the 
Counties  of  Adams,  Franklin,  Fulton,  Bradford  and 
Somerset,  Alexander  H.  Coffroth  has  been  duly  elect- 
ed. In  the  Seventeenth  District,  composed  of  the 
Counties  of  Cambria,  Blair.  Huntingdon  and  Mifllin, 
Archibald  McAllister  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the 
Eighteenth  District  composed  of  the  Counties  of 
Centre,  Clinton,  Lycoming,  Tioga  and  Potter.  James 
T.  Hale  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  Nineteenth 
District,  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Erie,  Warren, 
UeKean,  Forest,  Elk,  Cameron,  JeCferson,  and  Clear- 
field Glenni  W.  Scofield  has  been  duly  elected.  In 
the  Twentieth  District  composed  of  the  Counties  of 
(hawford,  W'uango,  Mercer  and  Clarion  Amos  Myers 
has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  Twenty-first  District 
(oiiiposed  of  the  Counties  of  W'estmoreland,  Indiana 
and  Fayette,  John  L.  Dawson  has  been  duly  elected. 
In  the  Twenty-second  District  composed  of  that  part 
of  Allegheny  County  South  of  the  Ohio  and  Alle- 
gheny Rivers  including  Nevll  Island,  James  K,  Moor- 
head  baa  been  duly  elected.  In  the  Twenty-third  Dis- 
trict composed  of  that  part  of  Allegheny  County  North 
of  the  Ohio  and  Allegheny  Rivera  and  of  the  Counties 
of  Butler  and  Armstrong,  Thomas  Williams  has  been 
duly  elected,  and  in  the  Twenty-fourth  District  com- 
posed of  the  Counties  of  Ijawrence,  Beaver,  Washing- 
Ion  and  (ireene,  Jesse  Ijazear  has  been  duly  elected. 

Now   tlicivfore  I 'Andrew  G.  Curtin,  Governor  as 
nforesaid  have  issued  this  my  Proclamation  hereby 


Andrew  Gregg  Curtin.  445 

liublishing  and  declaring  tbat  Bamuel  J.  Randall, 
Charles  O'Neill,  Leonard  Myers,  William  D.  Eelly, 
M.  Boasel  Thayer,  Joho  D.  Btiles,  John  M.  Broomall, 
Sydehham  E.  Ancona,  Thaddeus  Stevens,  Myer 
Strouee,  Philip  Joboaon,  Charles  Denison,  Henry  W. 
lYacey,  William  H.  lliller,  Joseph  Itoiley,  Alexander 
H.  CofTroth,  Archibald  McAllister,  James  T.  Hale, 
Olenni  W,  Scofleld,  Amos  Myers,  John  I*  Dawson, 
James  K.  Moorhead,  Tbos.  Williams,  aud  Jesse  Lazear 
have  been  returned  as  duly  elected  in  their  several 
Districts  before  mentioned  as  Representatives  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  Two 
years  to  commence  from  and  after  the  Fourth  day 
of  March  next. 

Qlven  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg,  this  Eleventh  day  of  December 
in  the  year  of  oar  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty  two  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  eighty- 
seventh. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 
By  the  Governor: 

Eli  Slifer, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


I 
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Pennsvlvi 

.  CiTrtin. 

<    TEIE    NAME    AND    BY 

ilu-  Aiitlioiity  of  the  Com- 

iiiouwealtL  of  Peimsylva- 

.    ANDREW   «.   CURTIN, 

viTiior  of  the  said  Commou- 

A  PROCLAMATION. 
Wherons,    It    is    a    good    thing    to 
rt-nder  thanks  unto  God  for  His  Mercy 
;)nd  loving  kindnees: 

Therofore,  I  Andrew  G.  Curtin  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, do  recommend  that  Thurs- 
■  the  27th  day  of  November  next, 
be  set  apart  by  the  people  of  this  Common- 
weiilth,  as  a  day  of  solemn  Prayer  and  Thanks- 
giving to  the  Almighty: — Giving  Him  thanks 
that  He  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  pro- 
tect our  free  institutions  and  Government,  and 
to  keep  ns  from  sickness  and  pestilence;  and  to  cause 
the  earth  to  bring  forlh  lier  increase,  so  that  onr 
garners  are  choked  with  the  harvest;  and  to  look  so 
favorably  on  the  toil  of  His  children,  that  industry 
lias  thriven  among  UB  and  labor  had  its  reward;  and 
also  that  He  hath  delivered  us  from  the  hands  of  our 
enemies,  and  filled  our  ofticers  and  men  in  the  field 
with  a  loyal  and  intrepid  spirit  and  given  them  vic- 
tory; and  that  He  has  poured  out  upon  us  (albeit  un- 
worthy) other  great  and  manifold  blessings: 

Beseeching  Him  to  help  and  govern  us,  in  his  stead- 
fast fear  and  love,  and  to  put  into  onr  minds  good 
desires,  so  that  by  His  continued  help  we  may  have 
a  right  judgement  in  all  things: 

And  especially  praying  Him  to  give  to  Christian 
churches  grace  to  hate  the  thing  which  is  evil,  and 
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to  utter  tho  teachings  of  truth  und  nghteousneSB,  de- 
claring openly  the  whole  counsel  of  (iod: 

Aud  most  heartily  entreating  Him  to  bestow  upon 
our  Civil 'Rulers,  witidom  and  earnestness  in  council, 
and  upon  our  military  leaders  zeal  and  vigor  in  action, 
that  the  fires  of  rebellion  may  be  quenched,  that  we, 
being  armed  with  His  defense,  may  be  preserved  from 
all  perils,  and  that  hereafter  our  people,  living  in 
peace  and  quietness,  may,  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion, reap  the  abundant  fruils  of  His  mercy;  and  with 
joy  and  thankfulness  praise  and  magnify  His  holy 
name. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg,  this  twentieth  day  of  October 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty  two,  and  the  Commonwealth  the  eighty- 
seventh. 

By  the  Governor: 

Kli  Slifer, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly. — 1863. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harirsburg,  January  7, 1S63. 
(ienflemen:^ 

NOTWITHSTANDING  THE  PRESSURE  OF  PUB- 
lic  calamity  which  has  weighted  heavily  on  the 
the  country  during  the  past  year,  it  has  pleased 
Divine  Providence  not  only  to  enable  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania  to  perform  in  full  all  their  duties  to 
our  common  government,  but  to  give  to  this  Common- 
wealth domestic  peace,  plenty  and  prosperity. 
The  balance  in  Treasury  November  30th, 

1861,  was, ?1,551,605  72 

Receipts  during  fiscal  year  ending  No- 
vember 30,  1881,  were  as  follows: — 
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Ordinary  sources, {4,047,822  39 

6  per  cent,  loan  act  May  15, 

1861,    387,850  00 

From  various  banks  as  an 

equivalent  for  coin  for  the 

payment    of    interest    on 

public  debt, 140,768  30 

Refunded  cash,  military,  . .  29,566  42 
United  States  Government,     605,740  52 

5,211,747  63 

Total  into  Treasury  for  fiscal  year  ending 

Nov.  30,  1801,  6,763,353  35 

And  the  payments  have  been  as  follows: 

For  ordinary  purposes,   . .  .|3,083,110  06 

Paid  on  State  interest  as  an 
equivalent  for  coin, 146,631  22 

Military  expenses,  act  April 

12,  1861,  7  62 

Military  expenses,  act  May 

15,  1861,   460,548  68 

Military  expenses,  act  May 

16,  1861,   1,217  26 

Military  expenses,  act  April 

16,  1862,   20,607  04 

Military  Pensions,  act  May 

15,  1861,   400  54 

Commissioners    of    Sinking 

Fund, 427,881  51 

Domestic  creditors, 105  32 

Temporary  loan  redeemed,  100,000  00 
United   States   Government 

direct  tax,   350,000  00 

4,590,509  25 

Leaving  balance  in  Treasury  Nov. 
30, 1862 2,172,844  10 
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Of  vhitdi  amonnt  one  han- 
dted  and  ninety-five  thon- 
Band  fire  bandred  and  sev- 
entj-siz  dollars  and  twen- 
.ty-seven  cents  is  the  bal- 
ance of  anezpended  mili- 
tary loan,  as  follows: 

Balance  of  aaid  fund  No- 
Tember  30,  1861, f390,607  41 

Receipts  under  act  May  15, 
1861,    387,850  00 

778,357  41 

Paid  for  military  expenses 

as  above,  482,781  14 

Paid  for  redemption  of  tem- 
porary loan, 100,000  00 

582,781  14 


195,576  27 


Receipts  from  ordinary  sources: 

For  year  ending  Nov.  30,  1862, |4,047,822  39 

For  year  ending  Nov.  3ft,  1861, 3,017,645  57 

Excess  of  receipts  for  18G2, 1,030,176  82 


Payments  for  ordinary  purposes,  ex- 
cepting interest: 

For  year  ending  November  30.  1861, $1,118,662  93 

For  year  ending  November  30,  1862 1,023,345  77 


Decrease  in  expenditures  of  1862,       95,317  16 


From  the  tables  exhibited  it  will  appear  that  the 
receipts  from  ordinary  aonrces  .of  revenue  for  the  year 
1862,  are  in  excess  of  the  receipts  of  the  year  1861,  one 
2»— Vol.  VIII-Hth   Ser. 
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million  thirty  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-six 
doilars  and  eighty-two  cents,  [the  excess  of  interest 
paid  in  lS(i2  over  that  in  1801  being  $144.0!»5  37]  and 
that  the  ordinary  expenditures  for  1S62  were  ninety 
five  thousand  Ihrei;  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars 
and  ftixteen  cents  less  than  th»?  year  previous. 

The  healthy  condition  of  the  revenues,  and  the 
excess  of  the  receii)ts  over  the  expenditures,  secured 
by  the  rijjid  economy  which  has  been  practiced,  (espe- 
cialy  considering  the  necessary  increase  of  taxation 
by  the  National  lloveniment.)  seem  to  invite  the  atten. 
fion  of  the  Legislature  to  a  revision  of  the  revenue 
laws,  with  a  view  to  lightening  the  burthens  of  the 
[K'Ople.  In  this  connection  it  is  proper  to  invite  your 
attention  to  the  justice  and  expediency  of  restricting 
the  rate  of  local  taxation,  now,  in  some  parts  of  the 
Slate,  oppressive. 

Amount  of  public  debt  of  Pennsylvania, 
as  it  stood  on  the  1st  day  of  December. 
1»G1, Si40,-j80,6R6  08 

Additional  amount  received  at  the  State 
Treasury  during  the  fiscal  year  endiny 
Nov.  Sn,  1S02.  on  -Military  Loan  author- 
ized per  act  of  May  l.'i.  IS'il ;!S7.8riO  00 


40,968,510  08 


Deduct  amount  redeemed  al 

the  State  Treasury  during 

the  fiscal  year  ending  Nov. 

30,  I8(i3.  viz: 
5  per  cent.  Stale  stocks.  .  .  .     ¥L'<;8,yil!l  4!) 
4i  per  cciil.  State  stocks,  .  .         ."ILOOO  (III 
4  pep  cent.  State  rIo<Us.  ,  .  .       Iim.llllll  Dll 

lulercst   cei'titicalew 17  :i."i 

Relief  notes 1,411  IK) 
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Domefltlc  creditors'  certifl- 
catee,  

Military  loan,  per  act  of 
April  12,  1861,  redeemed, 


Public  debt  December  1,  1862, 40,448,213  82 

Towards  the  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt,  tbe 
SiDking  Fund  holds  securities  amounting  to  ten  mil- 
lions- seven  hundred  and  eighty -one  thousand  dollars, 
as  follows: 
Bonds   of    Sunbury    and    Erie    Railroad 

Company,  |3,500  000 

Bonds  of  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Com- 
pany,      7,000  000 

Bonds  of  Wyoming  Canal  Company, 281  000 


10,781  000 


Should  there  be  no  extraordinary  demand  on  the 
Treasury,  there  can  be  appropriated  from  the  large 
balance  now  on  hand  and  tlie  increasing  revenues,  at 
least  a  million  aud  a  half  dollars  during  the  coming 
year  towards  the  payment  of  the  public  debt. 

The  operations  of  the  Sinking  Fund  during  the  last 
year  have  been,  as  shown  by  my  Proclamation  of  the 
8th  of  September  last,  as  follows: 
Amoant  of  debt  of  Commonwealth  re- 
duced,        1262,801  67 

As  follows,  viz: 

State  loans, $261,178  74 

Interest  certiflcates,  370  41 

Domestic    creditors'    certifl- 
cates,    64  52 

Relief  notes  cancelled,  ....  11  88 

262,801  67 
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If  will  be  observed  that  the  fiscal  year  endB  on  the 
Ihirtietli  of  November,  and  the  Sinking  Fund  year 
on  the  first  Monday  of  Weptember.  ThiB  is  the  reason 
for  the  apparent  dt'lieiency  in  the  amount  of  debt  paid 
as  stated  in  the  IVeasnrer's  Report  and  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund. 

Under  the  act  of  lHh  April,  1862,  I  appointed  Wil- 
liam McClelland.  R.  B.  MeCombs  and  M.  Russell 
Thayer,  Esquires,  as  Revenue  Commissioners,  who 
have  printed  a  report,  and  will  no  doubt  submit  the 
result  of  their  labors  lo  the  Legislature,  to  which  I 
invite  attention. 

I  refer  to  the  reports  of  the  State  Treasurer  and 
Auditor  Oeneral  for  the  details  of  the  financial  alTairs 
of  the  Commonwealth.  'ITie  reports  of  the  Surveyor 
General.  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  and 
State  Librarian  will  exhibit  the  state  of  the  depart- 
ments under  their  care. 

In  accordance  with  the  Act  of  10th  February,  1862, 
(he  quota  of  this  Slate  of  the  direct  tax  of  tlie  TTniti-d 
Stales,  amoiintinf;  lo  OTif  mill  on  nine  hundred  and 
forty-six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nineteen  dol- 
lars and  thirty-three  cents,  was  on  the  14th  June.  lSfi2. 
l)aid  to  the  United  States,  partly  by  a  relinquishment 
of  a  portion  of  tlie  sums  claimed  by  this  Stale  from 
the  r.overninent  and  partly  in  cash,  afier  deductinj; 
the  lifteen  per  cent,  allowed  by  the  ad  of  Congress 
for  prompt  payment.  ]»ennsylviiiii;i  thus  jiaid  her 
quota  of  (hedirei't  tax  before  any  oth<'r  State.  There 
is  Btill  due  to  the  State,  principally  for  advances  since 
made  for  (ransportalion  and  e(iui])men1a  of  volun- 
teers, about  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

On  the  2lHh  of  February  last.  I  issued  my  warrant 
authorizing  the  State  Tieasurer  to  deliver  to  the  Phil- 
adelphia and  Krie  Railroad  coinpani  one  thousahd 
of  the  bonds  deposiled  with  the  Slate  in  conformity 
with  the  Act  of  May  7.  li^fil.     On  the  20th  of  Xovem- 
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ber  I  iBBued  a  similar  warrant.  Both  warrants  were 
granted  after  receiving  reports  from  Jotin  A.  Wright^ 
Esq.,  the  commiiwioner  appointed  for  the  purpose,  that 
the  proceeds  of  the  bonds  previously  issued  had  been 
appropriated  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
law.  The  company  has  now  received  three  of  the 
Sve  millions  of  bonds  deposited  in  the  State  Treasury. 
With  the  proceeds  of  the  bonds  issued,  iifty-two  miles 
of  road  have  been  completed,  making  with  what  had 
formerly  been  finished,  a  total  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  miles,  leaving  eighty-nine  miles  unfin- 
ished, of  which,  nearly  all  is  graded  and  ready  for  tbe 
iron.  The  bonds  still  in  tbe  Treasury  will  yield  an 
amount  ample  to  complete  the  road,  and  thus 
open  this  important  route  of  trade  and  commerce 
The  development  of  tbe  vast  mineral  and  other  re- 
sources of  our  north-western  counties  by  this  means, 
will  undoubtedly  iu  a  few  years  render  valuable  the 
securities  of  the  Sunbury  and  Erie  Railroad  Company, 
now  forming  part  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

The  interest  on  the  State  debt  was  paid  iu  August 
last  in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  in  conformity  with  the 
existing  law,  at  the  cost  of  one  hundred  and  forty- 
six  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars  and 
twenty-two  cents  for  the  dillerenee  between  specie 
and  paper  currency,  of  which  the  banks  under  tbe 
provisions  of  the  Act  of  11th  April,  1862,  have  al- 
ready refunded  to  the  State,  one  hundred  and  forty 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-eight  dollars  and 
thirty  cents. 

This  burden  on  the  bflnks  has  become  heavier  than 
in  my  judgment  ought  to  be  borne  by  any  special  in- 
terest. 

Unless  the  Legislature  should  otherwise  provide, 
it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  State  Treasurer  to  pay  in 
like  manner  the  interest  which  will  fall  due  here- 
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after.  We  should  all  be  careful  not  to  violate  the 
faith  or  impair  the  credit  of  the  Commonwealth.  The 
Berioue  aud  early  consideration  of  the  I^egislature  is 
invited  to  the  whole  subject. 

In  my  opinioii  there  are  already  more  incorporated 
banks  in  the  Commonwealth  than  are  at  present  re- 
quired for  the  public  convenience,  and  I  therefore 
recommend  that  no  more  Bhall  be  incorporated. 

On  the  7th  of  July  last,  a  call  was  made  by  the  Pres- 
ident for  three  hundred  thousand  volunteers.  This 
State  had  already  supplied  nearly  one  hundred  and 
ten  thousand  men,  yet  lier  people  promptly  bestirred 
themselves  to  respond  to  this  nt-w  requirement.  .\1- 
Ihoiigh  it  was  believed  that  no  bounties  would  be 
necessary  to  induce  the  men  of  Pennsylvania  to  enter 
the  service  of  their  country  on  such  an  occasion,  yet 
&B  some  of  the  neighboring  States  offered  large  boun- 
ties, it  was  thought  not  right  to  expose  our  citizens 
to  the  temptation  thus  afforded  to  enlist  in  regiments 
of  other  States.  There  bcinp  no  appropriation  for 
the  payment  of  bounties,  I.  of  course,  could  not  direct 
them  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Tivasury,  and  it  was  evi- 
dent that  to  call  the  Lcfrisliihtrc  logcfher  and  wait 
for  the  negotiation  of  any  loan  which  might  be  author- 
ized for  the  purpose,  would  be  attended  by  injurious 
delay.  Under  these  circumstnn<'es  I  confidently  ap- 
pealed by  proclamation  to  a  people  who  have  never 
faltered  in  the  performance  of  any  duty  of  patriotism, 
calling  on  Ihem  to  raise  in  their  several  counties,  the 
sums  necessary  to  insure  their  projiortion  of  the  quota 
of  the  State. — This  apjieal  wiis  effectually  answered. 
Public  meetings  were  held,  and  liberal  amounts  sub- 
scribed by  individuals.  In  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
besides  a  very  large  fund  raised,  the  municipal  author- 
ities contributed  heavily  from  their  common  treasury, 
and  in  several  counties  the  county  commissioners, 
generally  under  the  guarantee  of  a  few  of  their  emi- 
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nent  citizens,  devoted  county  funds  to  the  same  pur- 
pose. I  recommend  that  these  procedings  be  legal- 
ized, and  submit  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  the 
question  of  what  legislation  would  be  just  and  proper 
on  the  whole  subject  that  the  burden  of  this  patriotic 
effort  may  fall  equally  on  all  classes  of  people  through- 
out the  State. 

The  result  of  this  manifestation  of  public  spirit  was 
that  thirty-eight  new  regiments  and  three  unattached 
companies  of  infantry  were  raised;  four  other  regi- 
ments, which,  previous  to  this  call,  had  been  author- 
ized by  the  War  Department  to  be  raised  are  still  in 
progress  of  organization. 

On  special  requisitions  from  the  War  Department 
there  have  been  raised  and  are  now  in  service  five 
additional  regiments,  and  three  companies  of  cavalry, 
two  batteries  of  heavv  artillerv,  and  one  batterv  of 
light  artillery.  A  battalion  of  heavy  artillery  is  being 
raised  by  Maj.  Joseph  Roberts,  U.  S.  A.,  with  my 
assent,  also  under  S])ecial  authority  of  the  War  De- 
partment. 

Early  in  September  last  the  rebel  army  crossed  the 
Potomac  into  Maryland,  with  the  design  of  invading 
this  State.  On  the  4th  of  that  month  I  called  upon 
the  people  by  Proclamation  to  organize  into  compa- 
nies and  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  be  ordered 
into  actual  service  for  the  defence  of  the  State.  And 
on  the  llth  of  that  month,  under  authoritv  of  the 
President,  I  issued  orders  for  fifty  thousand  volun- 
teer militia,  to  rendezvous  at  Harrisburg,  for  the 
defence  of  the  State.  This  call  was  promptly  re- 
sponded to,  and  a  large  force  was  sent  forward  to  the 
Cumberland  valley  and  its  vicinity.  The  first  part 
of  this  force  consisting  of  one  regiment  and  eight  com- 
panies of  infantry,  moved  from  Harrisburg  on  the 
night  of  the  12th  of  September,  and  were  followed  by 
other  regiments  as  rapidly  as  they  could  be  organized 
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and  tPaiisportatiOD  provided.  The  command  of  tlie 
whole  force  was  taken  bj  Bi-ig.  Gen.  John  F.  Rey- 
nolds, who  k-ft  liiB  i-orps  iu  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
at  my  urgent  roquest,  and  Lurried  to  the  defence  of  hin 
native  State,  for  which  he  is  eutitU;d  to  the  thanks  of 
the  Commonwealth.  Fifteen  thousand  of  the  Volun- 
teer Militia  were  pushed  forward  to  Hagerslown  and 
Boonsboro',  in  the  State  of  Maryland;  ten  thousand 
were  posted  in  the  vicinity  of  (Ireencastlc-  and  Cham- 
berebnrg;  Jind  about  twenty-five  thousand  were  at 
UaiTisburg,  on  their  way  to  Harrisburg,  or  in  readi- 
ness and  waiting  for  transportation  to  proceed  thither. 
One  regiment,  at  the  request  of  Gen.  Halleck,  was 
sent  to  protect  Dnpont's  Powder  Mills,  in  the  State 
of  Delaware.  On  the  24th  of  September  the  Volnn- 
teer  Militia  were  discharged  by  me  from  service,  hav- 
ing by  their  spirited  demonstration  greatly  aided  in 
preventing  the  intended  invasion  of  this  State  by  the 
rebels,  and  in  compelling  their  sudden  evacnation  of 
the  portion  of  Maryland  which  they  had  polluted. 
For  these  services  the  thanks  of  the  Governor  of  Mary- 
land and  of  the  Commander  of  the  Aniiy  of  the  Po- 
tomac were  rendered  to  our  patriotii'  troops  through 
me.  Measures  have  been  t.ikcn  to  procure  Ihe  pay- 
ment in  full  of  ihese  troops,  and  of  the  ex]H'uses  at- 
tending their  services  by  the  T'liited  States,  in  accord- 
ance with  tlip  (enuH  of  tJie  cull  by  tJie  Pi'esident.  A 
large  portion  of  the  amount  1ms  already  been  paid. 
Having  accompanied  tliis  force  to  llaRerstown,  I  am 
enabled  to  speak  of  Die  (■oui'aj:e.  tidelily  iuid  cheerful- 
ness witli  whicJi  tlie  men  suflVred  unaccustomed  priva- 
tions, and  bore  the  fire  of  the  rebel  force,  performing 
with  alacrity  all  Ihe  si'rvicc  thni  was  reipiired  of  them. 
On  the  41)1  of  Aufjust  last,  a  draft  of  Ihree  hundred 
thousand  mititiii,  to  serve  for  nine  iiionthe.  was  or- 
dered by  the  President,  under  iJie  act  of  fongress  of 
17th  of  July,  1SG2.  and  regulations  were  uinde  by  his 
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aathorit;  ia  parauance  of  that  act,  under  which  regn- 
lations  the  enrolment  and  draft  were  conducted  in 
this  State,  oar  militia  laws  being  found  to  be  defect- 
ive. Several  counties  and  districts  having  already 
supplied  by  volnnteers  their  proportion  of  the  quota 
of  this  State,  were  exempted  from  the  draft,  and  time 
was  given  to  enable  others  to  raise  the  required 
namber  of  men  by  voluntary  enlistments.  The  draft 
was  generally  proceeded  with  throughout  the  State 
on  the  16th  day  of  October  last,  and  the  drafted  men 
were  directed  to  be  placed  in  the  several  camps  of 
rendezvous  established  under  the  regulations,  where 
they  were  organized,  and  elected  their  officers,  and 
have  since  gone  forward  to  the  army  in  the  field.  The 
draft  was  eminentlv  Bnccessful,  and  when  the  men 
had  been  marched  to  the  rendezvous,  my  agency  in 
the  matter  censed,  and  all  authority  and  control  over 
the  men  devolved  on  the  United  States  Offlcera.  I 
cannot  bat  commend  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  for 
their  cheerful  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Oovernment  on  this  occasion.  All  the  expenses  of 
the  draft,  are,  of  coarse,  to  be  paid  by  the  United 
States,  and  I  learn  that  officers  are  now  in  the  State 
charged  with  the  settlements  and  payments. 

Including  the  three  months  volunteers,  Pennsylva- 
nia has  furnished  to  the  general  government  more 
than  two  hundred  thousand  men  since  the  breaking 
oat  of  the  rebellion,  besides  some  fifty  thousand  who 
were  in  service,  or  actually  ready  for  it,  as  volunteer 
militia,  nnder  the  call  of  Ilth  September  last,  making 
in  the  whole  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoa- 
sand  men. 

In  October  last,  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry  with  a  bat- 
tery of  artillery,  suddenly  crossed  the  Potomac,  and 
made  their  way  as  fnr  as  Chambersbarg,  plundering 
what  they  found  of  supplies  useful  to  them  and  com- 
mitting other  depredations.    They  went  out  of  the 
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State  by  crossing  the  South  MountaiD,  and  thus  reach- 
ing the  Potomac  below  Harper's  Ferry.  The  troops 
in  the  field  were  not  prepared  at  the  moment  to  puuish 
this  attempt  on  her  soil,  aud  it  is  to  be  much  regretted 
that  elfieieiit  measures  could  not  have  been  taken 
by  the  tirmy  to  capture  the  rebels  on  their  return  to 
the  Potomac.  Immediately  after  I  received  notice 
that  thie  force  had  crossed  the  line  of  the  State,  I 
called  into  service  the  Anderson  Cavalry,  then  en- 
camped fit  Carlisle,  and  two  companies  of  Regulai's 
at  the  Barracks  at  that  place.  These  trooi}e  were 
pushed  forward  in  the  direction  of  Cbambersburg  and 
South  Mountain.  The  cavalry  at  Camp  Curtin.  con- 
sisting of  one  full  and  two  imperfect  regiments,  were 
armed  as  infantry,  and,  together  with  two  companies 
of  infantry  and  a  battery  of  volunteer  light  artillery 
of  Harrisburg,  where  held  in  readiness  to  go  forward, 
when  Major  General  Wool  arrived  and  assumed  the 
command  of  all  the  forces.  He  had  previously  or- 
dered part  of  his  command  from  Baltimore  and 
marched  the  troojis  to  Cettysburg. 

The  rebels  marclied  with  so  much  celerity  that  they 
did  not  encounter  any  of  the  forces  of  fieneral  Wool, 
and  escaped  from  the  State.  I  recommend  that  appli- 
cation be  made  to  Congi'css  for  an  appropriation  to 
compensate  our  citizens  for  the  damages  which  they 
suffered  by  the  raid. 

On  the  two  emergencies  to  which  T  have  referred, 
I  acknowledge  valuable  counsel  and  assistance  from 
Brigadier  flenernl  Andrew  Porter,  of  the  TJnited 
States  Army,  who  thus  testified  his  alTccMon  for  his 
native  State,  and  xeal  in  her  service  when  threatened. 
And  on  the  same,  and  other  occasions,  I  am  indebted 
to  Colonel  Thomas  A,  Scott.  Colonel  .Tolin  A.  Wright, 
and  Colonel  John  P.  Pai>k<T.  mcmbi'rs  of  my  Staff, 
wlio  came  promptly  on  my  summons  and  sei'vcd  with 
their  accustomed  zeal  and  fidelity,  without  pecuniary 
compensation. 
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The  militia  law  of  this  State  is  greatly  defective, 
and  1  earnestly  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mission to  prepare  and  submit  an  efficient  system,  to 
be  reported  before  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature, 
so  that  action  may  be  had  on  the  subject  at  the  pres- 
ent session.  In  the  hurry  of  ordinary  business  the 
Legislature  might  not  be  able  to  give  the  necessary 
attention  to  the  preparation  of  a  proper  measure,  and 
events  which  have  already  occurred  prove  the  neces- 
sity of  some  effectual  legislation  on  the  subject,  so 
that  our  people  may  be  adequately  protected. 

The  State  is  in  possession  of  the  following  ordnance, 
arms  and  ammunition: 

63  pieces  of  artillery,  of  which  22  need  repairs. 

2  batteries  of  new  cannon,  consisting  of  12  Griffin 
rifled  cannon,  6  pounders,  2  caissons  and  2  battery 
wagons,  presented  to  the  State  by  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  Philadelphia  in  September  last. 

26,492  muskets  and  rifles,  of  which  11,614  are  ready 
for  issue,  4,460  in  the  hands  of  mechanics  for  repairs, 
and  the  balance,  having  been  used  by  the  militia 
called  out  in  September  last,  require  cleaning. 

12,247  setts  infantry  accoutrements  complete. 

1,298  swords  and  sabres. 
684  pistols. 

1,938  rounds  artillery  ammunition. 

1,522,000  rounds  ammunition  for  small  arms. 

The  following  arms,  accoutrements  and  ammunition 
have  been  furnished  according  to  law  to  the  border 
counties,  and  to  volunteer  organizations  formed  under 
the  Militia  Act  of  1858: 

5,840  muskets  and  rifles  with  accoutrements 
complete,  were  issued  to  and  are  now 
in  possession  of  border  counties. 
4,958  musket©  and  rifles,  and  **,041  setts  of  ac- 
coutrements issued  to  and  now  in  pos- 
session of  organized  companies.    Also 
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80,000  rounds  of  ainumuilion  iesued  to 
border  couuties  and  organized   compa- 
nies. 
1.755  miiBkets  and  S'Mi  setts  of  accoii trementB, 
were   issued    to   Colonel's   Brown'   and 
Olantz's  regiments  on   going  inio   ser- 
vice. 
32  pieces  of  artillery,  iSHiied  to  First  I'enn- 
B.vlvania   Artillery.   Colonel   Charles  T. 
Campbell,  commanding,  on  going  into 
the  service. 
528  sabres,  1,(K^6  pistols  and  52S  setts  of  ac- 
coutrements,  issued   to   organized   cav- 
alry companies. 
Showing  an  aggregate  of 
107  pieces  of  artillery. 
39,045  muskets  and  rifles. 

1,740  piatolB.  

1,826  Babres. 
22,20:i  setts  of  infantry  jfccoiitrements. 
521^  selts  cavalry  accoutrements. 
l,C03.fl3S  rounds  of  ammunition. 
In  addition   to   the   above,   the   following   military 
property  of  the  <ity  of  I'liilndelphia  is  reported  by 
the  '"Home  fJuard  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia."  to  be 
in  its  possession,  vik: 

fi  20  pounder  Parrot  rifled  guns. 
2  lOpounder  Prussian  rifled  guns. 

1  10  pounder  English  rifled  gun. 

12  caissons  for  20-pounder  Parrot  rifled  guns. 

2  caissons    for    lOpounder    Prussian    rifled 

gnns,  with  tools  and  stores. 
1  12-ponnder  rifled  howitzer,  Dahlpreen, 

1  12-pounder  howitzer.  750  lbs.,  Dahlgreen. 

2  field  carriages  for  ditto. 

2  small     12-pounder    howitzer    gnns,    with 
carriages,  tools  and  stores. 
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1  12-poaiicler  rifled  howitzer,  Dahlgreen. 

1  12-ponDdcr  rided  howitzer,  730  Its.,  Dahl- 

greeo. 

2  field  carriages  for  ditto. 

2  email    12-pouiider    howitzers,    with    car- 
riages, tools  and  stores. 
195  saddles. 

127  saddles,  with  traces,  breast  strap,  &c. 
68  saddles,  incomplete. 
2,206  maskets  and  rifles. 

200  pistols  and  124  holsters. 
1,997  rounds  of  shot  and  shell. 
672,884  rounds  musket  and  rifie  cartridges. 
The  foregoing  does  not  include  the  arms  and  equip- 
meats  that  hare  been  issued  to  the  several  regiments 
of  the  Home  Guard,  and  which  are  in  their  posses- 
sion. 

For  the  details  of  military  operations  and  of  statis- 
ticB,  I  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  the  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral, Quartermaster  General.  Commissary  General, 
Sargeon  General,  and  the  Chief  of  Transportation, 
which  accompany  this  message. 

In  regard  to  the  election  of  officers  in  the  Reserve 
Corps,  and  the  recruitment  of  the  regiments  of  that 
corps,  and  of  our  other  gallant  regiments  of  volunteers, 
I  propose  to  send  a  special  message  in  a  few  days,  as 
I  desire  to  treat  these  subjects  somewhat  at  large, 
and  to  submit  to  the  legislature  some  documents  re- 
lating to  them. 

By  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  act  of  May  15,  1861, 
I  was  authorized  to  draw  my  warrants  on  the  treasury 
for  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars,  tor 
compensation  to  sucb  persons  as  might  be  required  to 
serve  the  country  in  a  military  capacity.  At  the  date 
of  my  last  annual  message,  I  had  drawn  from  the 
treasury  eight  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  and  had 
paid  out  up  to  the  flrst  of  December,  1861,  six  thou- 
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saDd  four  liuudrod  dollars,  wheo  my  account  was 
settled.  Since  tbat  time  I  have  drawn  two  tbouaand 
dollars  from  the  treasury,  part  of  which,  with  the 
balance  in  ui;  Lands,  has  been  expended  in  the  pay- 
ment of  members  of  my  pereoual  staff  in  service  when 
I  required  assistance,  and  in  procuring  information, 
and  to  persons  employed  when  Ihe  State  was  threat- 
ened with  invasion  in  September,  1862,  and  during 
the  raid  in  October  last. 

An  account  of  these  expenditures  will  be  found  on 
file  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  General. 

Under  tbe  act  of  20th  April,  1858,  it  is  my  intention 
to  take  early  measures  for  the  sale  of  the  powder 
magazine  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  Tbe  powder 
magazine  at  Harrisburg  is  not  judiciously  located.  A 
State  powder  magazine  ought,  in  my  judgment,  to  be 
erected  on  a  suitable  site  in  the  vicinity  of  this  place, 
and  I  recommend  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to 
the  subject. 

In  September  last  two  batteries  of  rifled  cannon  were 
presented  to  the  ("'oninionwealth  by  a  committee  of 
citizens  of  Philadel|ihia.  through  S.  V.  Merrick,  Esq.. 
which  are  now  in  the  Ai'sciial  in  that  i-ity.  I  recom- 
mend that  provision  be  made  for  [n-ociuing  carriages, 
caissons  and  other  equipments  for  them.  The  liberal 
donors  are  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  rommonwealth 
for  their  patriotic  gift. 

Under  the  joint  resolutions  of  I'Slh  of  February, 
1802,  measures  were  promjitly  taken  for  the  relief  of 
our  sick  and  wounded  men  in  the  field. 

The  wounded  at  Winchester,  Strasbui'g.  Front 
Royal,  Williamsburg  and  Fair  Oaks,  and  those  in  the 
corps  of  Major  Gen.  Banks  were  duly  iitlend  ou  tbe 
field  or  in  the  vicinity  by  Surgeon  (leneral  Smith  and 
a  corps  of  surgeons  under  his  direction,  and  were 
brought  into  this  State.  Tbe  same  system  would  have 
been  continued,  but  in  June  last,  I  received  a  letter 
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from  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  United  States,  repre- 
senting that  it  was  found  inconvenient  to  the  service, 
and  must  create  difficulties  in  the  regular  identifica- 
tion of  the  soldiers  for  pay  and  pensions. 

In  compliance  with  his  views,  I  was  reluctantly 
obliged  to  discontinue  the  system,  but  I  have  not 
ceased  to  urge  on  the  War  Department  the  propriety 
of  sending  onr  sick  and  wounded  into  the  State, 
where  they  can  be  nursed  and  cared  for  by  their 
friends,  and  have  to  say  that  at  length  such  an  ar- 
rangement was  made  with  the  authorities  at  Washing- 
ton, which  it  was  hoped  would  be  effective,  but  there 
has  been  such  tardiness  in  putting  it  into  practical 
operation,  that  I  recommend  the  Legislature  to  invite 
the  attention  of  the  War  Department  to  the  subject. 
Our  suffering  men  have  a  right  to  the  sympathy  and 
aid  of  their  State,  to  be  so  rendered  as  not  to  injure 
the  service.  If  the  bringing  them  home  to  be  at- 
tended could  produce  even  inconvenience  to  that,  I 
would  not  urge  it.  But  it  is  cruel  to  leave  them  to 
the  care  and  (I  regret  to  say  it)  frequently  to  the  neg- 
lect, or  worse,  of  strange  officials,  at  points  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  all  the  abundant  comforts  which 
the  solicitude  of  their  families  and  friends  would  re- 
joice to  provide  for  them. 

In  addition  to  the  expenses  of  attending  and  bring- 
ing home  our  sick  and  wounded  as  above  stated  I  have 
expended  less  than  $4,000  in  the  transportation  of 
friends  of  sick,  killed  or  wounded  volunteers,  and 
other  persons  sent  by  me  for  their  care  to  the  sev- 
eral battle-fields  and  hospitals,  and  in  bringing  home 
for  interment  the  bodies  of  those  slain.  The  whole 
expense  incurred  under  the  joint  resolution  was  five 
thousand  one  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars  and  eighty- 
three  cents,  the  details  of  which  will  be  found  in  the 
report  of  the  Surgeon  General  and  of  the  Chief  of 
Transporattion. 
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I  have  uDiformly,  when  applied  to,  allowed  the  ex- 
penBe  of  transportation  of  one  person  to  the  field  to 
bring  home  the  bodj  of  hie  friend  or  rt-lation,  and 
the  expense  of  hie  return  with  the  body.  The  cost 
of  this  has  not  exL-eeded  ^600,  which  is  Included  in 
the  sum  of  less  than  |4,000,  above  stated. 

In  this  coDoection  I  most  speak  with  applause  of 
the  active  benevolence  of  our  citizeiis,  who  have  with- 
out compensation  devoted  their  time  and  care  to  their 
suffering  fellow  citizens,  disabled  by  the  casualties  of 
war.  Not  only  have  many  gone  to  the  field,  to  ad- 
minister  their  kind  ofQces,  but  in  every  part  of  the 
Commonwealth  thousands  have  applied  (heir  means 
and  exertions  to  the  same  end;  and  especially  have 
the  women  of  Pennsylvania,  obeying  their  true  woman- 
ly instincts,  shown  that  they  are  wi)rthy  to  be  the 
mothers,  wives  and  sisters  of  the  brave  men,  whom 
they  have  stimulated  to  their  duty,  and  soothed  and 
nnreed  in  the  sufferings  that  have  ensued  the  perform- 
ance of  it. 

The  city  of  Philadelpbiii  having  patriotically  offered 
to  the  United  States,  League  Island,  as  a  donation 
for  a  Navy  Yard,  Congress  directed  a  commission  to 
report  upon  the  availability  of  tliat  site  and  also  of 
New  London.  To  the  general  aslonishnicnt,  a  ma- 
jority of  the  commission  have  rejMirted  in  favor  of 
New  London,  but  the  minority  has  presented  a  report, 
which  is  fortified  by  the  a|>|)roval  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Kavy,  showing  so  conclusively  the  superiorly  of 
League  Island  that  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  Con- 
gress slionld  hesitate  to  select  that  loratitm.  To  es- 
tablish a  Navy  Yard  for  the  conHtructiun  of  inm  clad 
vessels  at  a  point  remote  from  all  necessary  supplies, 
situated  on  salt  water,  and  accessible  by  more  than 
one  route  to  any  enemy,  who  may  hiive  a  momentary 
superiority  at  sea.  would  apiiear  to  be  quite  inconsist- 
ent with  the  wisdom  of  Congress,  especially  when  a 
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aite  is  offered  conTenieot  to  iron,  coal  and  other  Dec- 
eBBar;^  eapplies,  situated  od  frcBb  water  with  a  Buffl- 
cient  depth  for  the  draught  of  large  vesBels,  aad  safe 
from  hostile  attack  by  its  position. 

Capt.  Henry  E,  Wrigley,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
at  my  reqnest,  and  without  compensation,  has  made 
a  report  to  me  on  the  defences  of  the  Delaware,  which 
I  herewith  transmit  for  information. 

In  Jaly  last,  I  received,  at  Pittsburg,  by  telegraph, 
an  offer  from  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company, 
of  a  donation  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  assist  in 
paying  Iraunties  to  volunteers.  I  declined  this  offer, 
because  I  had  no  authority  to  accept  it  on  behalf  of 
the  public,  and  was  unwtltiti)r  to  undertake  the  dis- 
bursement of  the  fund  in  my  private  capacity.  I  have 
since  received  a  letter  on  the  subject  from  the  Com- 
pany, suggesting  other  modes  of  disposing  of  the 
money,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed  to  this  message. 

If  the  Ijegisliiture  should  accept  the  donation,  I 
recommend  that  it  be  applied  towards  the  erection  of 
an  asylum  for  our  disabled  soldiers,  and  that  the  trus- 
tees appointed  to  siiperintend  the  ercrtiou  and  man- 
agement of  the  asylum  be  authorized  to  accept  such 
further  contributions  as  our  citizens  may  offer.  Id  a 
well  managed  establishment  of  that  kind,  it  is  prob- 
able that  the  pensions  to  be  allowed  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  men,  will  enable  them  to  support  them- 
seWes  with  comfort.  By  an  act  of  Congress  passed 
on  the  2d  day  of  July,  18C2,  lands  were  granted  to  the 
several  States  for  the  endowment,  support  and  main- 
teoauce  by  each  State,  of  at  least  one  college,  for 
teaching  such  brandies  of  learning  as  are  related  to 
agriculture  and  the  mechanic  arts,  without  excluding 
other  scientific  and  classical  studies,  and  including 
military  tactics. 

I  recommend  that  proper  provision  be  made  by  the 
Legislature  for  having  the  lands  thua  granted  to  this 
3ft-Vol.  Vni— 4th  Ser. 
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State  selected,  and  the  title  made  to  the  State,  and 
tliat  Congress  be  requested  to  allow  tbe  lands  and 
tLeir  proceeds  to  be  used  by  the  State  ia  the  coQstruc- 
tioD  and  support  of  sucb  an  asylum  as  1  have  above 
suggested. 

The  details  of  the  operation  of  tbe  common  school 
system,  during  the  scbool  year  that  terminated  on 
the  tlrat  Monday  in  June,  18fi2,  manifest  scarcely  any 
evil  effects  from  the  troubled  state  of  tbe  country. 
Absence  of  tbe  usual  degree  of  progress  in  the  various 
departments  is  the  only  result  observable.  To  have 
held  its  own,  however,  during  the  severe  ordeal  to 
which,  in  common  with  all  our  great  social  interests 
and  enterprises,  it  has  been  subjected,  is  the  strongest 
proof  of  its  inherent  vigor,  and  of  the  hold  it  possesses 
npou  the  affections  as  well  as  the  judgment  of  the 
people  of  the  Slate. 

It  has  come  to  my  knowledge  that  in  some  parts  of 
the  State  a  system  exists  of  i>aying  the  wages  of  work- 
men and  laborers  not  in  money  but  in  orders  on  store- 
keepers for  mercliandise  iiiid  othor  arliclcs.  This  sys- 
tem, by  prcvenliug  all  (-oui|ii-tilion,  U-avcs  the  men  to 
the  nncoutrollfd  discretion  of  the  store-keepers.  It  is 
a  system  most  unwise  and  iiujnst,  and  it  affects  classes 
of  usi'ful  citi/.cu.s,  who.  as  Ibey  livi'  by  (he  jirocwds 
of  their  daily  labor,  have  not  adecpiale  means  to  resist 
it.  I  have  no  doubt  (bat  moat  of  the  dilllculties  which 
occasionally  occur  betwecu  cmiiloycrs  and  their  work- 
men are  due  to  the  prevalence  of  tliis  system.  That 
every  man,  for  a  fair  day's  labor,  should  receive  a 
fair  day's  wa};e.  is  but  tbe  dictate  of  common  hon- 
esty; and  while  it  would  be  most  unwise  for  the  State 
to  interfere  at  all  with  the  rate  of  wages,  i)  is  in  my 
judgment  incumbent  on  her  to  protect  her  laboring 
population  by  requiring  that  whatever  may  be  the 
wages  stipulated,  they  shall  he  so  paid  that  the  reci- 
pient may  purchase  necessaries  for  liiniself  and  his 
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family,  where  tbej  can  be  had  best  and  cheapest.  I 
do  most  eaTDeatly  recommeod  this  subject  to  the  heg- 
islatore  for  prompt  and  effectual  action. 

I  believe  that  the  several  charitable  ioatitutions  to 
which  the  Legislature  has  been  accustomed  to  grant 
aid,  have  been  well  managed  during  the  past  year. 

The  Wyoming  canal  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  re- 
ceiver. Certain  creditors  of  the  company  having  insti- 
tuted proceedings  in  the  Supreme  Court  for  selling 
the  canal  under  the  mortgage,  the  Attorney  General 
has  intervened  in  the  suit  to  oppose  the  making  of  a 
decree  of  sale.  No  decree  has  been  made,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings are  yet  pending.  Meanwhile,  it  being  alleged 
that  the  subscribers  and  stockholders  have  paid  up 
but  a  small  part  oF  the  nominal  capital  of  the  company, 
an  information  has  been  filed  in  the  Supreme  Court 
by  the  Attorney  General,  to  compel  them  to  pay  op 
the  capital,  or  such  charges,  and  assessments  as  may 
be  necessary  to  extinguish  the  debt  due  to  the  Com- 
monwealth. This  procooding  is  also  still  pending. 
It  is  understood  that  the  gross  receipts  of  the  canal 
during  the  last  season  have  been  about  one  hundred 
and  thirty  thousand  dollars  and  the  annual  interest  on 
the  mortgage  bonds  of  the  company  a  little  over  fiff" 
one  thousand  dollars. 

In  pursuance  of  the  joint  resolution  passed  11th 
April,  1862,  the  Attorney  General  has  instituted  pro- 
ceedings on  the  i)roi>or  cashier's  bonds  to  recover  the 
money  due  to  the  ("onimonweatth  by  the  Hank  of  Com- 
merce at  Erie,  and  I  iiavo  employed  John  H.  Walker, 
Esq.,  as  special  counsel  for  the  Commonwealth,  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  officers  of  the  bank  in  the  Court  of 
Quarter  Sessions  of  Eric  county. 

In  accordance  with  tlie  provisions  of  the  act  of  6th 
May,  18G2,  an  information  in  equity  was  filed  by  the 
Attorney  General  against  the  Delaware  and  Hudson 
Canal  Company,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company. 
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The  case  was  argued  before  the  Supreme  Court  at  Sott-^ 
bury,  in  October  last. 

By  an  act  passed  on  the  IBtliday  of  May,  1861,  acom- 
pauy  was  imorporated  by  tbe  name  of  the  Savy  Yard, 
Broad  Street  aud  Fairuiount  Railway  Company,  It 
being  alleged  that  tlie  company,  instead  of  makiog  a 
railway  on  the  route  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
its  charter,  is  constructiug  a  railroad  of  a  different 
character,  by  a  route  extending  from  the  Philadelphia, 
Wilmington  and  Baltimore  Railroad  depot,  to  the 
Philadelpliia  and  Trenton  Railroad  depot,  both  within 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  Attorney  General  has  pro- 
ceeded against  the  company  by  quo  warranto  for  the 
riolation  of  its  L'harter,  and  has  also  liled  an  informa- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  restraining  the  company  from 
proceeding  in  tlie  construction  of  their  road.  Both 
these  proceedings  are  now  pending. 

By  the  act  of  2!lth  March,  1813,  it  was  provided  that 
vitisens  absent  from  home  in  actual  military  service, 
might  exercise  their  right  of  siiffriige  as  if  they  were 
present  at  the  usual  places  of  election.  This  act  was 
substantially  re-enacted  in  the  general  ele<'tion  law 
passc-d  on  the  lid  of  Jnl.v,  1,'<;!!I.  The  Suprenii'  l.'ouvt 
has  recently  decided  that  by  reason  of  a  phrase  in  the 
constitutional  amendmcnis  of  18;:s.  this  provision  has 
become  uucoustitntional.  I'ennsylvauia  has  sent  to 
the  service  about  two  hundred  thousand  citizens,  who, 
by  this  decision,  are  disfranchised.  This  seems  to  be 
hard  measure — that  men  who  testify  their  devotion 
to  the  country  by  going  to  the  lieid  should  thereby  lose 
the  most  ineslimable  right  of  a  <'iti/.en,  I  i-ccomniend 
that  the  necessary  steps  be  forthwith  commenced  to 
amend  the  constitution,  so  as  to  give  the  right  of  suf- 
frage lo  the  citizens  who  aie  thus  excluded. 

I  cannot  ckise  this  iiiessnge  without  speaking  of  the 
unbroken  loyally  and  spirit  of  the  freemen  of  Pennsyl- 
vania.    Thev  fee]  tiiat  on  the  preserviition  of  the  Union 
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and  suppression  of  the  most  causeless  and  wicked 
rebellion  which  history  records,  depend  the  honor,  the 
interests  and  the  whole  future  welfare  of  the  Common- 
wealth. They  will  never  tolerate  schemes  for  destroy- 
ing the  Government  of  the  ITnitod  States,  or  for  form- 
ing separate  Confederacies,  or  any  other  schemes  for 
creating  general  confusion  and  ruin,  and  aiding  and 
comforting  the  traitors  who  are  in  arms  against  their 
country. 

This  State  has  furnished  more  men  for  the  defence 
of  our  institutions,  and  has  lost  more  by  the  casual- 
ties of  war,  than  any  other  State.  She  has  given  her 
blood  and  treasure  frei^ly,  and  is  ready  to  give  as  much 
more  of  both  as  may  be  needful.  Her  i)eople  intend 
that  by  the  blessing  of  God,  this  rebellion  shall  be 
suppressed,  and  will  not  be  turned  from  their  settled 
purpose  by  the  wiles  of  masked  enemies  or  the  vacilla- 
tions of  feeble  friends.  On  the  contrary,  they  will,  (as 
is  their  right,)  insist  that  competent  Integrity,  Earnest- 
ness, Intellect  and  Vigor  shall  be  employed  in  the 
public  service,  to  preserve  the  Government,  and  to 
maintain  the  unity  of  the  country. 

A.  G.  CITRTIN. 
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Proclamation  Cancelling  on  Account  of  For£;ed  and 
Fraudulent  Evidence  a  Pardon  Granted  to  One  J. 
Buchanan  Cross,  a  Convicted  Forger, 

PennsjIvEiDta,  bs. 
(Signed.)     A.  G.  Curtin. 

IN    THE    SAME    AND    BY 
the  AHtfiorify  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Peunaylva- 
nia.     ANDREW  G.  CURTIJT. 
iJovcrnor  of  (he  said  Common- 
I  wealth. 

I  A  PROCLAMATION. 

I  ^^d^^^k.         Whereas  on  the  third  day  oF  June 

L  ^^^HflRBk  '''^'   ^  Patent  of  Pardon   wa^   made 

^g^^^^^^^A  iindct'  the  Great  »eal  of  the  Common- 
^^^^^^^^^HBj^B  wealth  for  thepardonof  oneJ.Bnchan- 
^^^^^^^^^^^Kmr  ^^  Cross eonvieted  of  the  eritne  of  forg- 
^^^^^^^H^^^  erj'  and  then  underling  his  sentence 
in  till?  Eastern  Penitentiary;  And  Whereas  the  said 
Patent  of  Pardon  was  not  enrolled  hut  was  by  my 
authority  plai-ed  in  the  hands  of  William  Milhvard, 
Marshall  of  the  T'nited  States  for  the  Eastern  Distrie t 
of  Pennsylvania  with  the  exiiress  sti|iulation  volun- 
tarily offered  by  him  that  it  should  not  be  commnni- 
eated  or  delivered  to  the  said  Cross  until  after  he 
should  have  jierfonued  the  service  indicated  by  the 
letter  herein  mentioned  ]iur[ioitintr  to  he  written  by 
tlie  Assistant  Seci'etary  of  War.  .\iiil  Whereas  oh  thi' 
next  day  informatinn  was  received  showing  that  the 
said  letters  parportine;  to  be  written  hy  tlie  Assistant 
Secretary  of  War  and  hy  means  whereof  the  said 
pardon  had  been  obtained  were  not  pennine  but  were 
false  and  fraudulent  forgeries  and  simulations  by  one 
of  which  the  petitioners  for  said  pardon  had  been  de- 
ceived and  induced  to  sign  the  petition  for  said  pardon. 
Whereupon  the  said  Millward  was  hy  my  authority 
forthwith  directed  to  return  the  said  Patent  to  the 
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Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  which  was  afterwards 
done  and  the  same  has  since  remained  in  the  posses- 
sion of  said  Secretary.  And  Whereas  the  said  Cross 
as  I  am  informed  has  sued  out  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus 
claiming  to  be  discharged  from  the  Penitentiary  on 
the  allegation  that  he  has  been  pardoned. 

Now  therefore  I,  Andrew  G.  Curtin  Governor  of  the 
said  Commonwealth  do  hereby  expressly  prohibit  the 
delivery  of  said  Patent  of  Pardon  to  the  said  Cross 
and  do  declare  the  same  to  be  null  and  void  and  of 
none  effect  and  order  it  to  be  cancelled  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Commonwealth  without  enrolment  by 
reason  of  the  making  thereof  having  been  obtained 
by  means  of  forgery  and  false  suggestions  as  above 
stated. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg  this  seventh  day  of  January  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty  three  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  Eighty  sev- 
enth. 

By  the  Governor : 

Eli  Slifer, 

Secretarv  of  the  Commonwealth. 


To  the  Assembly  V^etoing  "A  Further  Supplement  to 
an  Act  Entitled  'An  Act  to  Incorporate  the  City 
of    Philadelphia/  Relative    to    City    Ordinances/' 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  8,  1863. 
Gentlemen : — 

I    RETURN    HEREWITH   TO  THE   SENATE,   IN 
which  it  originated,  the  bill,  entitled  "A  further 
supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  ^\n  act  to  incor- 
porate the  city  of  Philadelphia/  passed  the  eleventh 
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day  of  March,  Anno  Domini,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  thirtj-niiie,  relative  to  L-ity  ordinances,"  with 
my  objections  to  the  same. 

This  bill  provides  in  effect  that  all  ordinances  and 
joint  resolutions  paased  by  the  municipal  government 
of  the  city  of  Philudelpbia,  as  constituted  by  the  con- 
Bolidatiou  act  of  1854,  shall  be  recorded  in  the  office 
of  the  Recorder  of  Deeds,  as  was  required  by  the  Act 
of  ]78y,  in  corpora  tinj;  the  city  of  PhiUidelphia.  1  am 
informed  by  the  Mayor  of  the  city  that  such  a  bill,  if 
enacted  into  a  law,  would  entail  a  large  annual  expense 
HpOD  the  city,  without  the  least  resulting  advantage. 

With  this  understanding  of  the  effect  of  the  bill,  I 
have  declined  to  sign  it. 

I  annex  to  this  message,  a  copy  of  the  communication 
received  by  me  from  the  Mayor  on  this  subject. 

A.  G.  CDBTIN. 

Office  of  ths  Mayor  ot  the  Clly  of  PblladelptilEi,       ■ 
December  18.  1862.  "* 
To  His  Excellency,  A.  G.  Curtiii,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Dear  Sir— I  am  Informed  that  an  act  of  the  last  Legislature, 
requiring  all  ordinances  anil  resolutions  of  the  conntlla  of 
this  city  to  be  rocorded  in  the  oince  of  the  Recorder  !)t  Deeds, 
Is  yet  awaiting  your  approval  anil  signature. 

I  have  not  the  opportunity  of  roferring  to  the  bill  in  <|ueH- 
tlon,  but  I  (ieem  it  my  duty  to  express  the  opinion,  if  such  he 
the  purpori  of  its  provisions,  that  It  is  not  called  for  by  the 
public  interests,  and  will  entail  a  large  annual  expense  npon 
the  city,  without  the  least  resulting  advantage.  Full  pub- 
licity is  now  given  to  nil  acts  of  councils  by  their  advertise- 
ment, immediately  after  approval.  In  at  least  two  daily  news- 
papers; and  (heir  preservation  is  abundantly  secured  by  pub- 
lication In  book  form  and  distribution  to  members  of  the 
Slate  and  city  governments,  and  by  their  deposit  in  the  li- 
braries of  various  institutions — as  required  by  the  forty- 
fourth  section  of  the  act  of  consolidation. 

The  seventeenth  section  of  Ihe  act  of  March  11,  1789,  incor- 
porating the  city  of  Philadelphia,  as  then  bounded,  which 
made  nitll  and  void  all  taws,  ordinances,  regulations  and  con- 
stitutions made  by  the  "Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen  atwj  Com- 


Andrew  Gregg  Curtin.  473 

mon  Councllmen  in  Common  Council  assembled/'  unless  pub- 
lished and  recorded  as  therein  required.  Is  clearly  Inapplica- 
ble to  the  legislation  of  the  present  city  councils,  and  has  not 
been  construed  in  force  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  consolidation. 

The  distribution  of  copies  of  the  ordinances  of  councils  di- 
rected by  the  forty-fourth  section  of  the  act  of  1844,  fulfils  all 
the  objects  of  recording  such  laws  which  was  designated  to  be 
secured  by  the  act  of  1789. 

The  ordinances  of  1861  fill  362  pages— those  of  1858,  528;  the 
average  contents  of  the  nine  volumes,  inclusive  of  that  for 
the  current  year,  being  about  400  pages  respectively. 

Certified  copies  of  particular  ordinances  can  at  any  time  be 
obtained  from  the  clerks  of  councils,  if  needed  as  evidence 
in  any  case;  and  I  am  at  a  loss  to  discern  any  public  benefit 
which  will  en&ue  from  the  approval  of  this  bill,  and  therefore 
suggest  that  your  signature  be  withheld. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

AL.EXANDER  HENRY. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  Certain  War  Measures, 
with  Correspondence  Relating  Thereto. 

Executive  Chamber,  Ilarrisburg,  Pa., 

January  12,  1863. 
Gentlemen: — 

IN  THE  ANNUAL  MESSAGE  WHICH  I  HAD  THE 
honor  to  communicate  to  the  Legislature,  I  said: 
"In  regard  to  the  eledion  of  officers  in  the  Re- 
serve Corps  and  the  recruitment  of  the  regiments  of 
that  corps  and  of  our  other  gallant  regiments  of  volun- 
teers, I  proposed  to  send  a  special  message  in  a  few 
days." 

The  24th  section  of  the  act  of  Assembly  under  which 
the  Reserve  Corps  was  organized,  is  in  these  words: 

"Section  24.  That  the  several  companies  and  regi- 
ments composing  said  volunteer  corps  shall  be  entitled 
to  elect,  and  the  Governor  shall  commission,  ofBcers 
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sitnilar  in   number  and   rauk   to   thoae  allowed 
ti-oopB  iu  the  armjf  o[  the  United  States; 
That  the  Ooveroor  shall  have  power  to  a] 
eomiuisBion  ihaplaius  for  eaid  corps,  and  to  designate 
their  rank.'' 

And  the  act  of  Congreas  under  which  the  volunteer 
forces  were  received  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  contains  this  provision: 

"The  vacancies  in  this  force  shall  be  flUed  bj  the 
Governora  of  the  respective  States  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  original  appointments  were  made," 

In  accordance  with  (ln-se  enactments,  the  officers  ot 
the  Reserve  Corps,  at  its  organization,  were  duly  elect- 
ed and  commissioned.  After  they  had  gone  into  the 
fifld,  upon  vacancies  occnrring,  certificates  of  election 
were  forwarded  and  commissions  issued  thereon  until 
some  time  in  July  last,  when  au  order  was  issued  from 
the  division  beadquartcre,  directing  that  thereafter 
elections  should  not  be  held.  The  reason  assigned  for 
this,  as  I  understand  it,  was  that  it  demoralized  the 
corps  and  preveut<'d,  in  some  instances,  the  deserved 
promotion  of  those  who  had  won,  by  their  gallantry 
in  the  tield,  such  distiurtioii.  Li»(s  of  promotions 
made  by  the  colonels  of  reginu-nts,  with  the  approval 
of  the  commanding  generals,  were  forwarded  to  me, 
and  feeling  anxious  that  those  who  had  been  promoted 
should  be  cOTiimissioiK'd  at  once,  I  asked  the  advice 
of  the  Attorney  (ieneral,  who,  after  examination,  ex- 
pressed his  opinion  (in  which  I  coni'nrred)  that  the 
officers  coiitd  not  be  coiiiiiiissioned  under  the  existing 
tawK  without  <-li-.tions  having  been  held.  It  was  (Ii.tc- 
fore  illegal  for  me  to  issue  the  eonnnissions. 

Matlei-s  remained  in  tills  condition  until  tlie  Kith  of 
October,  when,  after  the  liatllcs  of  liull  linn,  Sonlh 
Mountain  and  Anlietani,  a  list  of  pi'omotions,  rendered 
necessary  by  the  casualties  of  those  actions,  was  for- 
warded to  me  from  the  Head  Quarters  of  the  division. 
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throagb  the  commanding  generals  and  tbe  War  De- 
partment, with  the  following  endorsements,  which 
fully  explain  themeelves: 

"Appointments  for  promotion  in  DWislon  F.  R.  V.  C. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

T.  SEYMOUR, 
Brig.  Gen.  GommandlnK  Division. 
September  29tli." 

Headquarters  First  Army  Corps, 
September  29,  1862. 
"These  nominations  for  promotions  are  respectfully  for- 
wardedi  At  the  same  time  1  think  it  proper  to  observe,  that 
the  position  assumed  by  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  that 
he  cannot  and  will  not  appoint  officers  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Reserve  Corps,  without  etectionE,  is  one  that  he  sustained  by 
the  laws  bearing  on  the  subject.  The  act  of  Congress  calling 
the  volunteer  force  into  service,  says:  'The  vacancies  In  this 
force  shall  be  Qlled  by  the  Governars  of  the  respective  States, 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  original  appointments  were  made." 
Now,  the  act  of  the  Pennsylvania  lyeglslature,  under  which 
the  Reserve  Corps  was  originally  organized,  required  elections 
for  appoiDtments  to  fill  vacaDcles;  and  under  this  iaw  and 
the  United  States  iaw,  the  Governor  has  decided  he  cannot  ap- 
point without  elections.  Whether  it  is  competent  for  the 
United  States  to  fill  these  vacancies,  without  regard  to  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  Is  a  question  I  do  not  pretend  to  dis- 
cuss or  decide. 

aSO.  O.  MEU.DEi, 
Brigadier  General." 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  PotI>mac, 

September  30,  1862. 
"Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant  General,  for  refer- 
ence to  hia  EKCellency,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania:  As  a 
matter  of  course,  the  appointments  and  promotions  must  be 
made  according  to  law.  But,  In  whatever  mode  they  he  made, 
It  Is  of  the  last  importance  that  they  be  made  at  once. 

GEO.  B.  M'CLELLAN, 
MaJ.  Gen.  Commanding. 
By  S.  S.  Williams.  A.  A.  G." 
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"Adjutant  General's  Office. 
October  6,  1862. 
"ReBpectfuIiy   referred  to  his  excellency,   tlie  Govprnor  of 
Pennsylvania. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

THOMAS  M.  VINCENT, 
Aas't  AdJ't  General." 

Again,  oh  the  Brat  of  Decymbtr,  I  received  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  Brigadier  (now  Major)  General 
George  O.  Meade,  with  the  endorsemeut  of  the  coin- 
manding  generals  and  the  War  Department,  whirli 
also  explain  themaelves: 

"Headquartera,  Division  P.  R.  V.  C, 
October  20tb,  1S62. 
"Brie.  Gen.  S.  S.  WiUlaius,  A.  A.  G.,  Headquarters  Army  of 
the  PotociBc: 

"Genera] — Numerous  nonilnatloQE  to  fill  vaeancleB  Jn  the 
several  regiments  of  (hie  division  have  been,  from  time  to 
time,  Forwarded  to  the  Headquarters,  Army  at  the  Potomac, 
hut  no  apppolntments  or  commissions  have  been  received  in 
return. 

"As  tbe  condition  of  affairs  In  reference  to  thi':  matter  is 
aaomalous,  and  likely  tu  lend  to  confusion  and  other  evils 
unless  settled  on  acme  permanent  basis,  I  heg  leave  to  submit 
the  following  statement  for  the  irformatlon  and  action  of  the 
General  Commanding,  and,  if  necessary,  the  Departmeut  of 
War: 

"The  several  regiments  constituting  this  division  form  what 
was  called,  at  its  organization,  the  'Pennsylvania  Reserve 
Corps.'  they  having  heen  organized  liy  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, under  a  special  ai't  of  the  Legislature,  tor  tlie  purpose 
of  being  held  In  reser\e  for  the  protection  of  the  Slate  border, 
the  State  having,  at  Ihat  time,  filled  her  duota  of  the  call  of 
the  General  Government  for  volunteers. 

"After  the  battle  of  Manassas,  on  a  second  call,  this  Re- 
sei-ve  Corps  was  turned  over  to  the  United  States,  and  duly 
mustered  into  service.  The  law  under  which  this  corps  was 
received  Into  service,  is  the  act  approved  July  22,  18GI,  amend- 
ed by  section  three  of  an  act  approved  August  6th,  18G1.  This 
last  section  states  on  vacancies  occurring  in  the  volunteer 
forces  called  into  sen'ice  by  the  act  in  question,  they  shall 
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be  filled  by  the  Ooremora  ot  the  respective  States  In  the  same 
manner  as  the  original  appolntmentB  were  made!  The  orig- 
inal appointments  In  the  Reserve  Corps  were  made  under 
the  special  act  of  the  Legislature,  organizing  the  corps,  nhlch 
required  that  the  offlcers  should  be  elected  by  the  men  before 
being  commissioned  by  the  Governor  of  the  State. 

For  a  long  time  (up  to  last  June),  all  vacancies  were  filled 
by  electlonR:  the  evils  of  this  system,  however,  became  so 
great  {resulting,  In  one  Instance,  In  a  regiment  electing  aa 
Lieutenant  Colonel  an  Individual  who  bad  only  a  short  time 
btfore  been  discharged  from  the  service,  by  order  ot  the  Freei- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  as  Incompetent  to  perform  the  du- 
ties of  Major  of  the  same  regiment),  that  the  Department  of 
War  requested  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  to  appoint  to 
the  Reserve  Corpe,  the  same  as  to  the  other  regiments  from 
Pennsylvania  where  commissions  were  conferred  on  the  nomi- 
nation ot  Colonels  and  Brigadier  Generals.  The  Governor, 
however,  it  is  understood,  replied  he  had  not  this  power,  and 
referred  to  the  act  of  Congress  requiring  him  to  appoint  In 
the  same  manner  as  the  original  appointments  were  made, 
and  then  to  the  act  of  the  ILiegisiature,  where  elections  were 
required  for  the  original  appointments.  The  Governor  aJso 
referred  to  the  fact  that  he  bad  requested  the  Lieglslature  to 
repeal  this  provision  of  the  original  act,  and  that  the  bill  bad 
failed  to  pass  both  houses. 

"I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  letter  received  by  me  last 
June,  from  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  State,  communicating 
the  above. 

"By  special  order  No.  221,  dated  'Headquarters  Army  ot  the 
Potomac,  Camp  near  Harrlson'R  Landing,  Aug.  1,  1S62.'  num- 
erous appointments  In  this  division  were  made,  'subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,'  The  indi- 
viduals thus  designated  were  duly  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  have  been  paid  and  recognized  in  their  re- 
spective commisBioiiE;  but  there  is  no  evidence  on  record  at 
these  Headquarters,  nor  is  it  believed  any  exists,  ol  their  ap- 
pointments having  been  approved  by  the  Governor  of  the  State, 
nor  have  any  of  them  received  commissions  to  this  day. 
Since  this  order,  no  appointments  have  been  made,  thougb 
many  nominations  have  been  transmitted  to  the  Headquar- 
ters, Army  of  the  Potomac,  from  whence.  It  is  understood,  they 
are  forwarded  to  the  Governor  of  the  State,  from  whom  no 
reply  Is  received,  he  having  defined  his  position.  Undpr  these 
circumstances,  It  becomes  necessary  either  that  tbe  command- 
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lug  General  or  the  Department  o(  War  asaume  the  authority 
to  appolDt  to  nil  vacancies  In  this  corps  Independent  at  the 
Governor  ot  the  Stnle,  or  that  a  return  be  had  to  the  Hye- 
tem  ot  elections,  till  euch  lime  as  either  Congresa  or  the  State 
Legislature  shall  aee  fl'  to  amend  esSating  acts,  which  I  have 
tu  Htate,  In  my  Judgment,  now  compel  elections. 

'"There  Is  a  partial  check  to  be  found  to  the  evils  of  the 
elective  syaiem,  in  the  prerogative  which  the  Governor  has 
given  to  the  Brigade  and  Division  Commanders,  through  whom 
the  certlflcatea  of  election  are  transmitted,  and  who  can  dis- 
approve and  thus  stop  improper  appointments,  if  they 
secure  the  heat  nominations. 

"The  ohjeet  ot  tbls  communication  Is  to  bring  this  matter  to 
Lbe  notice  ot  the  Commanding  General,  In  order  that  the  pree- 
ent  anomalous  condition  may  be  changed. 
Very  respectfully, 

our  obedient  servant. 

GEO.   a.   MEADE, 
Brigadier  Gen.  Commanding  Division." 
Headquarters,  First  Army  Corps, 
October  21,  1862. 
Resppclfully  lorwarded, 

JOHN  P.  RETNOLJJ8. 
Brigadier  General  Volunteers,  Commanding." 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
November  12,  1862. 

"Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant  General  tor  the 
consideration  of  the  War  Department. 

"It  Is  cot  seen  what  can  he  done  In  this  matter,  other  than 
to  ask  ot  his  Excellency,  the  Governor  ot  Pennsylvania,  lo 
Invite  again  the  Legislature  of  that  State  to  amend  llie  present 
condition  of  affairs  In  the  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Corps,  by 
such  legislation  as  may  be  appropriate.  This  it  is  requested 
that  the  War  Department  will  do. 

"But  how  far  legislalion  can  effect  the  matter  In  a  remedial 
way  is  not  clear.  The  contract  of  enlistment  of  the  soldiers 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Reserve  Corps  includes  In  its 
coilflitlon  their  right  to  select  their  own  offlcers.  This  right 
lias  been  resisted  because  the  corps  would  have  been  worthless 
were  Its  exercise  continued  or  allowed.  The  matter  has  be- 
come more  complicated  with  each  slep  that  has  been  token  in 
regard  to  it. 

"Upon  a  review  ot  the  whole  subject.   1  om  now  satisfied 
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that  It  would  have  been  better  lo  have  proceeded  In  the  pro- 
motions  In  tbis  corps,  according  to  tbe  laws  of  PennaylTanta 
(wblch  in  the  earlier  atepe  were  not  understood),  and  risked 
tbe  consequent  mlschlet.  They  could  not  have  been  more 
threatening  to  the  demoralUatlon  of  the  corps  than  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  aflalrs  Is  In  tact  to  Its  existence. 

A.  B.  BURNSIDE, 
Uajor  General." 
"Adjutant  Oeneral's  Office, 
November  21.  18G2. 
"Respectfully   referred   to  tbe  Governor   of  Pennsylvania, 
whoea  attention  Is  earnestly  invited  to  tbe  remarks  of  Gen- 
eral Burns  Ide. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 

■  THOMAS  M.  VINCENT, 
AsBistaat  Adjutant  General." 

To  which  I  replied  as  foljows: 
"Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

"Sir: — I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  leter  from 
Brig.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade,  who  commands  the  divi- 
sion of  Pennsylvania  troops  known  as  the  'Reserve 
Corps,'  calling  the  attention  of  tbe  General  Command- 
ing to  the  anomalous  condition  of  affairs  in  his  division, 
and  pointing  out  the  difficulties  likely  to  result  from 
the  election  of  officers,  if  continued,  or  rather  from  the 
present  state  of  matters,  {elections  not  heing  held, 
and  commissions  to  fill  vacancies,  not  having  been  is- 
sued for  want  of  them,)  forwarded  by  Brig.  Gen.  John 
P.  Beynolds,  who  commands  the  First  Army  Corps, 
and  endorsed  by  Major  General  Bumaide,  specially 
requesting  'that  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  invite 
again  the  Legislature  of  the  State  to  amend  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  affairs  in  the  Pennsylvania  Reserve 
Corps,  by  such  legislation  as  may  be  appropriate;'  and 
further,  that  the  present  condition  of  affairs  threatens 
the  existence  of  the  corps,  and  a  further  endorsement, 
from  the  War  Department,  calling  my  attention  to  the 
remarks  of  Gen.  Burnside. 
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"At  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  a  bill  was" 
introduced  repealing  the  section  of  the  act  of  May  16, 
1861,  under  whieh  the  Heserve  Uoips  was  organized, 
requiring  that  the  officers  should  be  elected.  It  passed 
the  House  of  Representatives,  but  failed  in  the  Senate, 
and,  while  I  feel  a  great  delicacj  in  again  appealing 
to  the  Legislature  tor  powers  which  are  to  vest  iu 
roe,  the  wants  of  the  service  seem  so  imperative,  and 
the  recommendationa  come  from  sources  so  dislin- 
guisbed,  that  I  will,  at  the  earliest  moment,  again  call 
tile  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  (he  subject,  and 
earnestly  recommend  it  to  their  earlj  and  favorable 
notice, 

"No  one  deplores  more  than  I  do  the  condition  of 
affairs  in  the  Reserve  Corps.  Owing  to  it,  gallant  and 
meritorious  officers  have  ifeen  deprived  of  the  promo- 
tion which  their  brilliant  achievements  had  so  fully 
entitled  them  to;  but  I  trust  it  will  be  remembered 
that  this  is  no  fault  of  mine,  and  that  I  hare  always 
entertained  and  expressed  a  just  pride  in  the  name 
thej  have  won  for  themselves  and  the  State. 
Ver,v  respectfully,  yiwn-  dbdient  servant, 

A.  G.  CURTIN". 

In  accordance  with  the  statements  contained  in  the 
foreging  letlcr.  I  commend  the  anliject  (o  your  earliest 
attention,  and  althongh  I  would  sl^idly  escape  further 
resi)on8ibility  in  the  scleclion  and  appointment  of  mil- 
itary officers,  it  iH  apparent  that  thi'  recommcndalions 
of  gentlemen  who  have  had  experience  should  not  be 
disregarded,  and  that  sudi  legislation  should  at  once 
be  had  as  will  relieve  this  gallant  corps  from  further 
embarrassment,  and  place  it  under  like  enactments 
and  regulations  with  (hose  which  control  the  other 
volunteer  regiments  fi'om  Pennsylvania. 

I  beg  leave,  in  closing  this  suhject.  to  add  copies 
of  Oetieral  Orders  No.  17  and  22,  issued  by  me  early  in 
the  year,  relating  to  promotions. 
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"Head-Qaartere,  PeDDBylvania  Militia, 
"HarriBbarg,  February  26,  1862. 
"General  Order,  No.  17. 

"All  promotioDB  of  oflQcers  in  re^meots  of  Peon- 
flylTaoia  volanteera,  wherever  tbe  GoTemor  has  the 
power  to  appoint,  under  the  order  of  the  War  De- 
partment of  the  4th  of  Maj^,  1S61,  and  tbe  act  of 
CongreBB  of  the  22d  of  July,  1861,  will  be  made  in  the 
order  of  tbeir  Beniorit;;  and  all  2d  LieuteoantB  will 
be  appointed  from  the  Dou-commisBioned  oflQcerB  and 
privatea  in  tbe  companies  where  the  vacancies  occur. 

"This  order  only  applies  to  otDcers  below  the  rank 
of  field  ofBcerB,  and  will  be  enforced  except  in  Bpecial 
cases  which  may  be  .presented  through  the  Colonels 
of  regiments.  By  order  of 

A.  G.  CUETIN, 
Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief. 
A.  L.  Bnssell,  Adjutant  General,  P.  M." 

"Head-Quarters,  Pennsylvania  Uilitia, 
"HarriBbarg,  May  15,  1862. 
"General  Order,  No.  22  . 

"General  order  No.  17  of  these  headquarters  is  so 
modified  that — 

"I.  All  promotions  of  line  officers  shall  be  made  in 
tbe  order  of  seniority  in  the  companies  in  which  vacan- 
cies occur. 

"II.  Bei^eant  Slajoi-s  of  rej^iiueuts  sball  not,  by 
reason  of  their  appuiotnient  as  Buch,  loBe  their  right 
of  seniority  in  the  company  In  which  they  were  pre- 
viously attached.  By  order  of 

A.  G.  CUBnN, 
Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief. 
A.  L.  HnSBell,  Adjutant  General." 

With  reference  to  the  recruitment  of  tbe  regiments 
from  Pennsylvania  now  in  the  field,  it  is  proper  to 
n— Vol.  VIII— «h  8». 
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say  that  the  ordinary  means  of  securing  recruits  hav- 
ing languiebed  and  been  partially  withdrawn,  aud 
constant  apjilicatious  being  made  to  me  by  ofBcers  in 
thf  BMd  to  fill  the  regiments,  I  addressed  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  on  the  30th  of  September  last,  aa 
follows: 

"Peansylyania,  Executive  Chamber, 
"Harnsburg,  Sept.  30.  1862. 

"Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  refer  to  some  of  the  topics 
of  oup  conversation  last  week,  at  which  time  you  were 
pleased  to  say.  that  you  desired  the  Governors  of  the 
loyal  States  present  to  put  their  suggestions  in  writ- 
ing. 

"I  proposed,  at  that  time,  to  fill  the  regiments  in 
service  most  reduced  by  the  casnaltiea  of  war,  by  re- 
tiring a  given  number  from  the  more  active  service 
with  the  armies  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy,  and 
having  filled  them  and  obtained  a  perfect  re-organiza- 
tion, return  them  to  the  field  and  retire  others  until 
they  were  all  filled  to  the  standard  established  by 
the  government,  in  the  ?neantinie  supplying  their 
places  in  the  field  with  new  reginients.  I  named  ten 
regiments  as  the  number  to  be  retired  at  each  time 
from  this  State.  Most  nf  our  regiments  that  have  par- 
ticipated in  the  recent  battles  are  reduced  to  mere 
skeletons,  and  although  we  have  furnished  about  1.1.- 
000  recruits  for  regiments  from  this  State,  no  efficient 
strength  has  been  given  to  any  of  them. 

"The  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Corps,  numbering  thir- 
teen regiments  of  infantry,  one  regiment  of  cavalry 
and  one  of  artillery,  with  a  numerical  strength  nf  fif- 
teen thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  men.  weie 
taken  into  the  service  of  the  TTnitod  States  in  .Tiily. 
18C1.  immediately  after  the  first  battle  at  Manasaaa. 
The  thirteen  regiments  of  infantry  did  not  muster 
four  thousand  men  after  the  battle  of  Antietam.     All 
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of  these  regimeots  are  mach  reduced  in  oumber,  whilet 
man;  of  them  can  Bcarcelj  be  said  to  retain  regimental 
organizations.  The  brilliant  history  of  the  Reserve 
Corps  in  the  war  and  the  State  pride  which  has  follow- 
ed them  since  they  entered  the  service,  together  with 
the  circamstances  surrounding  their  organization, 
would,  I  have  no  doubt,  prove  such  incentives  to  en- 
listment that  the  corps  could  be  filled  to  the  maximum 
in  a  short  space  of  time. 

"I  suggest  that  the  corps  he  returned  to  the  State, 
and  placed  in  the  camp  at  this  Capital,  and,  if  I  am 
correct  in  my  impression,  the  snccess  would  affect  the 
minds  of  our  people  favorably,  and  other  regiments 
in  the  service  could  be  filled  in  their  turn  promptly. 

"It  is  proper  that,  in  this  connection,  I  should  say 
that  the  suggestions  refiect  the  opinion  of  all  the  of- 
ficers of  the  corps,  I  take  this  opportunity  of  again 
renewing  the  suggestions  of  all  the  Qovernors  on  the 
occasion  referred  to — that  so  far  as  consistent  with 
the  interests  of  the  public  service,  sick  and  wounded 
volunteers  be  taken  to  the  hospitals  within  the  State 
ID  which  they  were  enlisted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  CTJRTIN. 

To  His  Excellemy,  A.  Lincoln,  President." 

Not  receiving  any  reply  to  this  communication,  od 
the  9th  of  October,  I  addressed  a  similar  letter  to  Major 
General  Geo.  B.  M'Clellau,  then  commanding  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  which  letter  was  delivered  to  him  some 
time  afterwards;  and  I  subsequently  learned  inform- 
ally, that  Geo.  M'Clellan  thought  favorably  of  the  plan 
proposed,  but  having  immediate  use  for  the  troops, 
could  not  retire  them  at  that  time.  Thus  the  matter 
remained  until  the  Ist  of  January,  1863,  when  I  re- 
ceived the  following  letter  from  Col,  H.  G.  Sickels,  who 
now  commands  the  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Corps: 
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"He8<li]UarterB,  Division  Pecna.  R.  V.  C. 
Camp  near  While  Plain,  Vs.,  Dec.  20.  1862. 
To  Hla  EKcfillency,  Andrew  G.  Curtin,  Governor  ol  Ihe  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania; 

"Dear  Sir^Gencral  Meade  having  been  promoted  to  the  com- 
manil  at  the  Fifth  Army  Corps,  leaves  me  as  the  only  =urvlv- 
Ing  Colonel  of  those  who  came  out  in  the  Pennaylvfinia  Re- 
serves, temporarily  in  command  of  the  noble  old  corps. 

"The  General,  prtvions  to  talting  hia  departure,  wrote  a 
letter  10  General  Franklin,  showing  the  present  Btrccgth  and 
decimated  condition  of  the  corps,  and  strongly  urging  upon 
him  the  importance  u(  sending  them  back  to  the  State  to  re- 
cruit and  re-organ  Ize. 

"TtalB  I  consider  one  of  the  most  important  steps  that  could 
be  ta-hen  to  preserve  Ihe  original  organization  and  their  Iden- 
tity as  a  corps,  in  which  the  survivors  feel  and  express  so 
much  pride. 

"I  would  furUier  state  that  Gen.  Meade  baa  represented  the 
corps  in  Ihe  most  favorable  light  tu  point  of  its  present 
strength.  I  am  well  satislled  that  from  the  thirteen  old  regi- 
ments we  could  not  take  Into  battle  at  this  time  over  twenty- 
five  hundred  officers  and  men. 

"Of  the  IS5  officers  marked  present,  meaning  all  on  special 
or  detailed  duty  In  the  different  departments  included,  and 
which  could  not.  be  taken  Inlo  the  field,  would  reduce  the 
number  to  120.  And  of  the  4,2JG  enlisted  men,  those  included 
83  teamsters,  artificers,  musicians,  extra-duty  men  and  guards, 
besides  an  average  of  at  least  twenty  sick  in  each  regimental 
hospital,  with  an  increase  of  double  that  number  in  case  of  a 
march,  would  make  a  difference  in  the  aggregate  ot  from  TOO 
to  800  men. 

"There  la  also  another  point  to  which  I  would  respeclfuUy 
call  your  attention,  viz:  Many  non-commissioned  officers  have 
been  promoted  to  the  line  for  meritorious  conduct  In  battle, 
who  have  never  been  comralssloned,  nor  mustered  into  ser- 
vice as  officers  for  want  of  their  commissions;  and  in  many 
ire  commanding  companies. 
.1  have  been  killed,  and  many  so  maimed, 
nissed  the  service,  with  only  the  pay 
and  pension  of  a  non-commlssloned  officer  or  private,  when  by 
noble  deeds  of  valor  they  had  earned  for  themselves  and  fami- 
lies both  the  honor  and  emoluments  of  commissioned  officers. 
With  this  state  of  things,  the  good  men  of  the  corps  have  be- 
come Indifferent  and   show  but  little  disposition  (o  run  great 
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rlBka,  to  which  ia  so  esBential  to  eucceu  in  battle,  feellns  that 
tb«T«  is  DO  reward  for  merit  This  would  be  remedied,  wera 
we  recalled  to  the  State  and  the  line  filled  with  active  and 
Intelligent  young  men. 

"I  have  written  haetily,  giving  you  some  outlines  of  the 
facta,  believing  that  a  period  of  three  months  in  Pennerlvanla 
would  see  out  ranka  filled  again  to  the  maximum  number  pre- 
■cribed  by  law;  and  I  am  confident  that  the  Reserve  Corps 
would  re-enter  the  field  with  as  much  vigor  and  efficiency  as 
when  they  first  left  the  State.  Believing  it  only  waits  your 
request  upon  the  War  Department  to  consummate  this  ar- 
rangement, and  with  full  confidence  that  a  matter  so  important 
to  our  exletence  aa  a  distinct  organisation  of  State  troops  will 
engage  your  Immediate  attention,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with 
great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  O.  SICKELS.  Colonel, 
Commanding  Division  P.  R.  V.  C." 


And  the  letter  of  General  Meade,  referred  to  in  the 
foregoing,  is  as  followB,  riz: 

Headquarters,  First  Army  Corps, 
December  25,  1862. 
"Major  General  W.  B.  Franklin,  Commanding  Lett  Qrand  Di- 
vision: 
"General — I  submit  (or  your  consideration  a  statement  show- 
ing the  present  condition  of  the  thirteen  regiments  of  in- 
fantry, constituting  the  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Corps,  and  form- 
ing, together  with  two  new  regiments,  the  one  hundred  and 
twenty-first  and  one  hundred  and  forty-second  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  the  third  division  first  array  corps.  Tou  will  per- 
ceive ther?  are  present  for  duty  195  ofllcers  and  4.249  enlisted 
ment  Absent,  by  authority,  1E9  ntficers  and  3,740  men.  I  have 
to  observe,  however,  of  tbe  number  reported  as  absent,  a  very 
large  proportion  are  the  woundfd,  most  of  whom  are  so  malmeil 
and  disabled  that  no  expectation  need  be  formed  of  their  re- 
turning to  active  duty.  I  should  therefore  say  as  an  estimate, 
that  to  re-organize  the  command  there  would  be  required  the 
appointment  of  over  ZOO  oOicers,  and  the  enlistment  of  over 
7,000  men.  This  paper  is  forwarded  to  you  on  the  eve  of 
my  giving  np  the  command  of  the  division,  to  call  your  at- 
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tentloD  to  the  necexslty  of  Eome  measure  being  immediately 
adopted  to  Increaso  the  efliclency  o[  this  command. 

"Tlie  plan  o(  eenillng  ofllcers  into  the  Slate  to  recruit  haa 
been,  on  three  aepnrate  oucaaione,  ntte railed,  and  proved  In 
each  CAB?  a  signal  failure.  There  remains,  then,  two  coursee 
to  adopt.  One  is  to  consolidate  the  existing  lorce  with  a  num- 
ber o(  regimentB  equal  to  Ihp  number  of  officers  and  men  for 
duty.  The  objection  to  this  plaji  is  tliat  il  deatroya  the  or- 
gantzatloQ  and  prestige  which  the  good  conduct  of  the  corps 
haa  acquired  for  it.  Another  plan  would  be  to  withdraw  the 
command  temporarily  from  the  flcld,  say  for  a  period  of  two 
or  three  months,  and  return  them  to  Pennayivania.  where.  It 
is  believed,  from  the  ^eat  reputation  the  corps  has  acquired, 
the  pride  the  State  lakes  in  it,  and  the  entliuBiasra  its  return 
would  create,  that  in  a  short  time  its  ranlta  would  be  flUed, 
after  pruning  them  of  all  useless  members.  Soon  after  the 
battle  of  Antletam,  his  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, proposed  to  the  General  commanding  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  to  receive  and  re-organize  the  corps;  and  it  is  be- 
lieved the  proposition  was  favorably  received  l)y  the  com- 
manding General,  but  tlie  exigencies  of  the  movement  pre- 
vented its  execution. 

"The  further  reduction  of  the  corps  by  the  recent  battle, 
where  It  lost  over  1,700  officers  and  men,  and  the  probability 
that  its  services  might,  at  this  moment,  be  spared,  together 
contributed  so  largely  to  Its  success  may  be  preserved,  are  the 
conslderatolns  which  induce  me  to  suggest  this  plan  to  you 
and  recommend  its  adoption. 

Very  respectfully,  j*our  ob't  serv't, 

GEO.   G.   MEADE. 
Maj.  Gen.  Volunteers, 

"Commanding  Third  Division,  and.  pro  tem.,  the  First  Army 

(Offlcial  Copy.     H.  S.  Jones,  A.  A.  A.  G.) 

On  the  2d  insL,  in  ciiiiijilianfi'  witli  the  stififiestions 
of  General  Meade  and  Col.  Siokels,  I  addressed  the 
War  Department  as  follows: 

"Executive  Chamber, 
■■IJarrisbiirf;.  Jan.  2,  1863. 
"Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanloii.  Se.-rclaiy  of  War: 
"Sir— I  have  received  through  Colonel  U,  G.  Sickel, 
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now  commaDdiog  the  divieion  koown  aa  the  PeoDB;!- 
vaoia  Reaerve  Corps,  a  copy  of  a  letter  herewith  ap- 
pended, addreaaed  bj  Maj.  Oen.  Geo.  O.  Meade  (lately 
in  command  of  the  division)  to  Maj.  Oen.  FrankliD, 
relative  to  the  prospect  of  recruiting  the  regiments 
coDStitating  the  Pennsylvania  Reserves  to  their  proper 
Btandard.  The  facta  so  far  aa  the;  are  known  to  me, 
are  bo  well  and  lucidly  stated  by  General  Meade,  that 
it  is  anneceBsary  for  me  to  repeat  them.  I  regretted 
that  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service  precluded  the 
return  of  the  'Reaerves'  to  this  State,  after  the  battle 
of  Antietam,  as  requested  by  me,  and  I  now  desire  to 
ask  that  the  removal  of  that  gallant  body  of  men  may 
be  ordered  to  Han-isburg  and  allowed  to  go  into  camp, 
say  for  the  period  of  three  months,  for  the  purpose 
of  full  and  complete  re  organization,  and  if  not  incom- 
patible with  the  public  service,  would  be  glad  to  see 
Bach  an  order  issued — feeling  as  I  do,  fully  satisfied 
that  in  that  time  a  sufScieut  number  of  recruits  could 
be  obtained  to  refill  the  ranks,  and  to  return  the  divi- 
sion to  the  army  strengthened  and  reiovigorated  (or 
future  usefulness.  I  desire  to  say  that  if  such  order 
is  promptly  issued,  the  period  of  the  year  is  propltions 
for  securing  recruits,  and  that  every  exertion  upon  my 
part  shall  be  used  to  accomplish  so  important  an  ob- 
ject, and  thuB  add  to  the  forces  of  the  United  States. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  CURTIN." 

And  deeming  this  a  subject  of  sufficient  importance, 
I  despatched  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  State  to 
Washington  City,  who  presented  the  foregoing  letter 
to  the  Department  on  the  3d  inst.,  and  received  a 
verbal  answer  to  the  effect  that  the  Department,  would 
consider  the  subject  and  give  an  answer  in  a  few  days. 

I  have  therefore  delayed  this  message  until  this 
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time,  but  a«  yet  have  not  received  any  communication 
from  the  Department. 

You  have  now,  gentlemen,  before  you  all  the  infor- 
mation which  IB  iu  m;  poBsessioa  na  this  subject. 

It  may  be  proper  to  say  that  the  plan  proposed  by 
me  in  my  letter  to  thi?  President — and  as  to  the  success- 
ful results  of  which  I  then  had  no  doubts—  was  to  be 
extended  to  all  the  regiments  fiora  Pennsylvania  in 
the  Bervice,  and  that  the  Reserved  Corps  was  asked 
for,  tirst,  simply  because  these  regiments  were  the  first 
to  enter  the  service  of  the  United  States  after  the  ex- 
piration of  the  term  of  service  of  the  three  months 
regiments,  and  because  it  is  now  a  question  whether 
that  organization — raised  as  it  was  by  the  wisdom  of 
the  past,  and  pressed  forward  at  an  auspicious  time  for 
the  welfare  of  onr  country,  is  (o  live  only  in  history,  or 
is  to  be  continued  in  our  National  defence.  The  sta- 
tistics before  you  show  the  probability  of  its  utter 
extinguishment,  and  I  submit  the  proposition  to  return 
them  to  the  State  to  be  recruited  as  the  only  alterna- 
tive which  I  can  devise  to  secure  their  continued  use- 
fulness. 

I  may  have  erred  in  believing  that  the  vast  army 
from  Pennsylvania  now  in  the  field,  could  have  thus 
been  filled,  but  I  can  suggest  no  other  plan  For  the  at- 
tainment of  this  important  object,  and  therefore 
Bubmit  the  whole  subject,  with  the  sincere  hope  that 
the  Legislature  may  be  enabled,  in  its  wisdom,  to 
adopt  such  a  course  as  will  secure  to  the  gallant  and 
patriotic  men  who  yet  survive,  all  the  aid,  success  and 
promotion  which  they  have  so  richly  merited. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 
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To  the  Assembly  Concerning  Certain  War  Measures, 
with  Correspondence  Relating  Thereto. 

Execntive  Chamber, 
Harrisbarg,  Jaonary  14,  1863. 
Oentlemen : — 

ON  THE  12TH  INSTANT  I  HAD  THE  HONOR  TO 
Gommnnicate  to  yoa  a  Message  in  regard  to  the 
electioD  of  ofiBcers  in  the  Reserre  Corps,  and 
the  recrnitment  of  the  regiments  of  that  cori»,  and  of 
oar  other  gallant  regiments  of  Tolauteers. 

With  that  Kessage  I  presented  all  the  infonnation 
then  in  my  possession  on  the  snbject;  bat  since  its 
traasmisaion  to  yon  I  have  receired  a  commDoication 
from  the  War  Department  which  I  hasten  to  lay  before 
yon,  and  which  is  as  follows : 

"War  Department, 
WaBhlngton  City,  D.  C,  January  12,  IS63. 
"Hts  Bzcellency,  A.  G.  Curtin,  Qovernor  of  FennEylvanla,  Har- 
rlsburg,  Pa.: 
"Sir — The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  o[  your  letter  of  the  2d  Inst,  enclosing  copy  o(  one 
trom  General  Heade  to  General  Franklin,  relative  to  recnUtlng 
ttae  regiments  constituting  tbe  'Pennsylvania  Reserve,'  and 
asking  that  the  remnant  of  that  gallant  body  of  men  be  ordered 
to  Harrisburg,  in  order  to  fill  Its  ranks. 

"In  reply,  the  Secretary  desires  me  to  aay  thai  there  are 
numerous  applications  of  this  hind  on  file  In  regard  to  regi- 
ments from  other  States,  which  have  been  greatly  reduced  In 
recent  battles.  If  one  such  request  Is  acceded  to,  all  similar 
applications  must  be  granted.  This  would  so  reduce  the  ar- 
mies in  tbe  field  as  not  only  to  prevent  any  further  operations 
tor  the  next  three  or  four  months,  but  to  endanger  Important 
positions  now  held  by  us.  Tbe  War  Department  has  uni- 
formly refused  applications  of  this  kind,  and  cannot  at  the 
present  time  adopt  a  different  policy. 

I  am.  Sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

OGO.  D.  RUGOLBS, 
AulBtant  Adjutant  General. 
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I  feel  it  my  dutj  to  call  tlie  attention  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  the  faet,  that  iiianj'  of  out  regimenta  iu  the 
service  of  the  Govertilneiit  hae  not  been  paid  for  a  long 
period  of  time,  and  that  inanj  of  the  regiments  taken 
into  the  service  under  the  ealla  made  in  July  last,  have 
not  received  any  pay,  nor  the  promised  bounties  from 
the  Government. 

It  cannot  be  otherwise  than  that  the  families  of 
many  of  the  soldiers  now  iu  the  service  are  suffering, — 
particularly  in  counties  where  arrangements  have  not 
been  made  to  pay  bounties,  or  where  the  funds  pro- 
vided for  that  puri>08e  have  become  exhausted,  or  the 
application  of  them  has  ceased. 

The  families  of  the  drafted  militia,  talien  into  the 
eerriee  of  the  United  States,  must  be  in  like  oonditioo, 
and  ai-e  equally  deserving  the  care  of  the  Oovf-rnnient. 

I  submit  all  these  matters  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Legislature,  trusting  that  you  will  take  such  action 
as  the  helpless  condition  of  those  relying  upon  the  pay 
of  the  soldier  and  the  generosity  of  tbe  Government 
would  seem  to  justify.  It  is  clear  that  the  citizens 
who  go  into  the  service  of  tlieir  country  shonld  he  paid 
promptly;  but  even  if  thus  jiaid,  they  would  not,  in 
many  cases,  receive  sutlicient  to  maintain  their  fam- 
ilies. The  highest  obligiitioii  rests  upon  the  {'itizens 
who  remain  at  home  to  make  ample  provision  for  the 
comfort  of  those  who  have  been  left  dependent  by  the 
brjtve  men  who  have  to  encounter  tlic  perils  and  hard- 
ships of  military  service; — and  no  subject  of  para- 
mount importan<e  can  claim  your  iittenlion. 

A.  (i.  CURTIN. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Change  the 
Venue  in  a  Certain  Case,  from  Beaver  to  Fayette 
County." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  February  9,  1863. 
Gentlemen : — 

I  HEREWITH   RETURN  TO   THE   SENATE,   IN 
which  it  originated,  the  bill,  entitled    "An  Act 
to  change  the  venne  in  a  certain  case  from  Bearer 
to  Fayette  county,"  with  my  objectionB  thereto. 

la  prosecutions  by  indictment  or  information  the 
accused  bare  a  right  to  a  speedy  public  trial,  by  an 
impartial  jury  of  the  vicinage,  and  this  right  is  re- 
aEBrmed  by  the  ninth  section  of  our  bill  of  rights, 
which  forms  the  ninth  article  of  the  constitution. 

The  bill  which  I  now  return  directs  the  removal  of 
an  indictment  for  trial  to  a  distant  county,  without 
any  allegation  that  an  impartial  jury  cannot  be  had 
in  the  vicinage,  (that  ia  to  say,  in  the  connty  in  which 
the  offence  is  alleged  to  have  been  committed,)  or 
that  the  removal  is  desired  by  the  parties  accused, 
nor  does  it  providt;  for  holding  the  pariies  to  bail  for 
their  surrender  for  trial  in  the  county  to  which  the 
caae  is  thus  proposed  to  be  removed. 

If  the  Legislature  should  think  that  probable  cause 
exists  for  a  change  of  venue  in  this  case,  I  should  not 
object  to  an  act  authorizing  or  directing  the  court  in 
which  the  indictment  is  pending  (on  the  application  of 
the  aeucsed,  showing  that  an  impartial  jury  cannot 
be  had  in  the  vicinage,)  to  change  the  venne  to  some 
other  county,  and  to  hold  the  parties  to  bail  to  appear 
therein. 

A.  Q.  CURTIN. 
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To  the  Assembly  Concerning  the  Treatment  of  Citi- 
zens of  Pennsylvania  Hostile  to  the  Union. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  February  12,  1863. 
Gentlemen: — 

I    DESIRE   TO  CALL    YOUR  ATTENTION   TO  A 
subject  of  moment. 

When  the  present  infamous  and  God  condemned 
rebelion  broke  out.  Congress  was  not  in  session,  and 
the  occurrence  of  such  a  state  of  things  not  having 
been  foreseen  in  former  times,  no  adequate  legisla- 
tion had  been  had  to  meet  it.  At  the  siime  time  the 
life  of  the  country  being  at  stake,  it  appeared  neces- 
sary that  some  means  should  be  taken  to  control  the 
small  band  of  traitors  in  Ihe  loyal  States,  so  as  to 
prevent  them  from  machinations  which  might  be  in- 
jurious, if  not  fatal,  to  the  national  cause.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  General  (rovernment  resorted 
to  a  system  of  military  arrests  of  dangerous  persons, 
and  having  thus  commenced  acting  under  it,  have  con- 
tinued (at  long  intervals  in  this  State)  to  pursue  it. 
The  government  of  the  United  States  acts  directly  on 
individuals,  and  the  State  Executive  has  no  authority 
or  means  to  interfere  with  arrests  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States  made  under  the  authority  of  that  gov- 
ernment. 

Every  citizen  of  Pennsylvania  is  also  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  ow^es  allegiance  to  them,  as  well 
as  (subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States)  he  owes  it  to  Peunsyl- 
vania.  If  he  be  unlawfully  deprivinl  of  his  liberty, 
his  only  redress  is  to  be  had  at  the  hands  of  the 
judiciary.  In  such  times  as  the  present  it  is  more 
than  ever  necessary  to  i>reserve  regularitj^  in  official 
action.  Great  efforts  have  been,  and  are  perhaps 
still  being,  made  by  persons  blinded  or  ill  disposed,  to 
throw  us  into  a  state  of  revolution: — that  is  to  say, 
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to  create  anarch;  aDd  coDfusion — and  altimatel;  to 
bring  about  the  destruction  of  life  and  property  among 
us.  Any  irregular,  much  more  illegal  interference 
by  yoar  Executive,  with  matters  which  by  the  consti- 
tntion  are  not  entrusted  to  his  cognizance,  and  espe- 
cially any  such  interference  with  the  action  of  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States,  or  with  the  functions 
of  the  judiciary,  would  be,  in  the  existing  crisis,  em- 
phatically dangerous;  it  would  have  a  direct  revo- 
lutionary tendency;  in  fact,  it  woud  be  to  commence 
a  revolution.  The  courts  of  justice  are  open,  and  no 
doubt  all  personal  wrongs  can  be  properly  redressed 
in  due  course  of  law. 

I  do  not  know  how  many  arrests  of  the  kind  here- 
inbefore referred  to  have  been  made  in  Pennsylvania, 
as  I  have  at  no  time  been  privy  to  the  making  of  them, 
but  I  believe  they  have  been  few.  I  was  under  the 
impression  that  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  more 
of  them,  otherwise  I  might  have  referred  to  them  in 
my  anual  message,  but  recent  events  having  shown 
that  this  impression  was  erroneous,  I  deem  it  my  doty 
now  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  subject. 

The  contest  in  which  we  are  engaged  is  one  for 
the  preservation  of  our  own  liberty  and  welfare.  The 
traitors  at  the  south  hate  the  great  body  of  our  people 
who  are  loyal,  and  hate  and  bitterly  despise  the  few 
who  are  ready  for  submission.  Unless  the  rebellion 
be  effectualy  suppressed  we  must  lose  our  pride  of 
country,  the  larger  portion  of  our  territory,  and  the 
elements  not  only  of  greatness,  but  of  prosperity  and 
even  of  security  to  life,  liberty  and  property.  Not- 
withstanding all  this,  it  is,  I  fear,  an  undoubted  truth 
that  a  few  wretches  among  us,  false  to  all  our  free 
and  loyal  traditions — false  to  the  memory  of  their 
fathers  and  to  the  rights  of  their  children — false  to 
the  country  which  has  given  them  birth  and  protected 
them — only  stopping  short  of  the  technical  offence  of 
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treason — in  the  very  madneas  of  miBohief,  are  actively 
plotting  to  betray  ua — to  poison  and  mislead  the 
minds  of  our  pt'Oi)le  b,v  treacbeious  misreprosenta- 
tions,  and  to  so  and  and  comfort  the  rebels,  that  our 
fate  may  be  cither  to  abandon  Ihe  free  north  and  be- 
come hangers-on  of  a  government  founded  in  treach- 
ery, fraud  and  insane  ambition;  or  at  best,  to  dissolve 
the  Union  under  which  we  have  prospered,  and  to 
break  this  fair  and  glorious  country  into  frngments 
which  will  be  cursed  by  jierpelual  discords  at  home, 
and  by  the  contempt  and  ill  usage  of  foreign  nations, 
from  which  we  shall  then  be  too  weak  to  vindicate  our- 
selves. 

That  such  offences  should  be  duly  punished,  no  good 
citizen  can  doubt — and  that  proper  legislation,  by 
Congress,  is  required  for  that  purpose  can  be  as  little 
doubted.  Whether  such  legislation  should  include 
a  suspeuBion  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  any,  and 
what  pai-ts  of  the  country,  is  a  qustion  which  belongs 
exclusively  to  the  legislative  authorities  of  the  United 
States,  wlio,  under  the  Uonstitutiou,  have  Ihe  right 
to  determine  it.  Tliat  great  writ  ougUl  nut  to  be 
suspended,  unless,  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress,  the 
present  necessity  sliiill  appear  lo  lie  urgent. 

I  therefore  reconiniend  I  lie  passage  of  a  joint  resolu- 
tion, earnestly  ivqursiing  lliat  Tongress  shall  forth- 
with pass  laws  defining  and  |>uiiisliiiig  <ilT(-ni-es  of  the 
class  above  I'eferred  to,  and  providing  foi'  ilie  fair 
and  speedy  trial,  hy  an  impai'lial  jury,  of  persons 
charged  with  siiuii  ollences.  in  the  loyal  and  undis- 
turbed States,  so  that  the  guilty  iiiav  justly  suffer 
and  the  innocent  he  relieved. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  Wien  Forney  to  be  State 
Librarian. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harriabnrg,  March  16,  1863. 
Senators: — 

IN    COKFORMITY    WITH    THE    ACT    OF    THE 
General  Assembly,  approved    the   25th   day  of 
January,  A.  D,  1854,  I  do  hereby  nominate,  for 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  Wien  Forney, 
of  Daaphin   county,   to  be   State   Librarian,  for  the 
period  of  three  years. 

A.  G.  CURTIN.     • 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Charles  R.  Coburn  to  be 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg.  April  10, 1863. 
Senators : — 

I  DO  HEREBY  NOMINATE  FOE  THE  ADVICE 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  in  conformity  with  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  Assembly  of  the  18th  of 
April,  1857,  separating  the  State  and  School  depart- 
ments, Charles  R.  Coburn,  Esquire,  of  Bradford  coun- 
ty, to  be  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  of  this 
Commonwealth,  for  three  years,  from  the  first  Mon- 
day of  Jane  next. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Trustees  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Slate  Lunatic  Hospital. 

Executive  Chamber, 
HarriBburg.  April  10,  18G3. 
Senators : — 

I  DO  HEKEBY  NOMINATE  FOR  THE  ADVICE 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  in  conformity  wilh  tlie 
requirement 8  of  the  fifth  Hedioii  of  the  act  of 
Aasemhly  of  the  14th  of  April,  A.  D.  1845,  establish- 
ing an  as.vhim  for  the  insane  poor  of  the  Common- 
wealth, F.  B.  Penniman,  Escinire.  of  Wayne  county, 
'  John  H,  Briggs,  Esquire,  of  Dauphin  county, 
Jacob  C.  Bombarger,  Esquire,  of  Dauphin  county,  to 
be  trustees  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Lunatic  Iloepi- 
tal,  for  three  years,  to  be  computed  from  the  first 
day  of  Febrnary  last  past. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 


To  the  -Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Autliori^e  the 
Orphans'  Court  of  Susquehanna  County  to  Decree 
a  Sale  of  Certain  Lands  in  Said  County,  Heretofore 
Conveyed  in  Trust  hv  Ahnon  Sweet,  and  Caroline, 
His  Wife." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Ilarrishurg,  April  11,  1803. 
Gentlemen: — 

I  RETURN  HEREWITH  TO  THE  SENATE,  IN 
which  it  originated,  bill,  No.  47.  Senate  file,  en- 
titled "An  .\ct  to  authorize  the  orphans'  court  of 
Susquehanna  county  to  decree  a  sale  of  certain  lands 
in  said  county,  heretofore  conveyed  in  trust  by  Almon 
Sweet,  and  Caroline,  his  wife,"  with  my  objections 
thereto. 
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It  appeals  from  the  recital  in  the  bill  that  in  tbe 
jear  1846,  Almoa  Sweet  coiiTe;ed  certain  real  estate, 
in  trust,  for  bis  wife  Oaroline,  during  her  natural  life, 
and  after  her  decease,  for  the  use  of  the  children  of 
said  Almon,  and  Caroline  Sweet,  and  their  heirs  and 
assigns  forever. 

This  couTeyance,  it  valid,  vested  an  equitable  estate 
for  life  in  Caroline  Sweet,  with  remainder  in  tee  to 
the  children  of  ber  hualiaDd  and  herself. 

This  bill  proposes  to  give  the  orphans'  court  of 
Susquehanna  count;  power  to  authorize  Almon  Sweet, 
and  wife,  to  sell  tbe  real  estate  so  conveyed  in  fee, 
in  total  disregard  of  the  estate  in  remainder  vested 
in  tbe  children. 

In  m;  judgment,  to  do  this  is  beyond  the  legiti- 
mate power  of  tbe  Legislature. 

If  the  conveyance  in  trust  be  for  any  reason  in- 
valid, it  can  be  set  aside  by  due  course  of  law;  if  it  be 
valid,  I  tbink  the  Legislature  has  no  right  to  divest 
the  estate  of  tbe  cestui  que  trust  under  it. 

For  these  reasons  1  am  constrained  to  withhold  my 
rignatare  of  approval. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 


Farewell  Message  to  the  Assembly  of  1863. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  April  15,  1863. 
Gentlemen: —  . 

IN  TAKING  LEAVE  OF  YOU  AT  THE  CLOSE  OP 
tbe  session,  I  think  it  proper,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, to  go  beyond  tbe  usual  formalities. 
The  partiality  of  my  fellow-citizens  pieced  me  in 
the  office  whicb  I  now  hold,  at  a  period  of  great  public 
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distrnctioD.  which  soou  culminated  iu  tbe  breaking 
out  of  the  rebellion,  which  is  Btill  raging.  The  coun- 
try had  BO  long  slumbered  in  unbroken  tranquility, 
that  we  had,  in  this  State,  almost  forgotten  the  pos* 
sibility  of  any  violation  of  our  domestic  peace.  Even 
our  militia  laws  had  been  suffered  to  fall  into  disuse, 
and  were  reduced  to  a  merely  permissive  organization 
of  a  few  uniformed  volunteer  companies,  in  various 
parts  of  the  State.  The  whole  mind  of  our  people  was 
directed  to  peacefui  and  industrial  pursuits.  Con- 
scious, themselves,  of  no  intention  to  injure  the  rights 
or  interests  of  others,  or  in  any  way  to  violate  the 
Constitution  under  which  we  had  thriven,  they  were 
unable  to  realJKe  the  designs  of  nicked  and  aban- 
doned men — even  after  they  had  been  publicly  and 
boastingly  proclaimed. 

Although  for  many  months  war  had  been  actually 
levied  against  the  United  States,  in  South  Carolina 
and  elsewhere,  it  is  a  fact  that  the  people  of  this  Com- 
monwealth were  first  startled  into  a  sense  of  the  com- 
mon danger  by  llie  boEnbardiiicrit  of  Fort  Sampler. 
The  Legislature  was  then  in  session,  and  imediately 
made  such  provision  as  was  at  tlie  monicnt  deemed 
m-cessai-y;  but,  shortly  after  lis  adjuornnient,  events 
having  rapidly  advanced,  and  the  capital  of  llie  coun- 
try being  in  apimreiit  danger,  I  deemed  it  necessary 
to  convene  it  again,  early  in  Slay,  1801,  to  adojit  meas- 
ures for  placing  the  State  on  a  footing  adeijuate  to 
the  emergency.  This  was  promptly  and  cheerfully 
done.  Five  hundred  thousand  dollar.s  had  been  ap- 
propriated at  the  regular  session,  foi'  military  pur- 
poses, and  to  that  sum  was  then  added  authorily  to 
borrow  three  millions  of  dollars.  This  loan,  notwith- 
standing the  depressed  condition  of  the  finances  of 
the  country,  and  the  alarm  and  distrust  then  prevail- 
ing, was  ])romptly  taken  by  our  own  citi/ens,  at  par; 
and,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Executive,  laws  were 
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passed  for  organizing  our  military  forces,  and  espe- 
cially for  immediately  raising  and  supporting,  at  the 
expense  of  the  State,  a  body  of  fifteen  thousand  men, 
caled  the  Beserve  Corps,  to  be  ready  for  immediate 
service  when  reqnired. 

The  OoTernment  of  the  United  Bfates  had  called  out 
Berenty-five  tbonsaQd  militia,  to  serve  for  three 
mouths,  of  which  the  quota  of  Pennsylvania  was  im- 
mediately famished. 

The  Reserve  Corps  was  raised,  equipped  and  disci- 
plined by  the  State,  and  contributed  largely,  nnder 
Providence,  in  saving  Washington  after  the  first  dis- 
aster at  Bull  Run;  and  from  that  time,  we  continued 
to  add  regiment  after  regiment,  as  the  service  of  the 
country  required. 

From  the  first  movement  to  the  present  hour,  the 
loyalty  and  indomitable  spirit  of  the  freemen  of  Penn- 
sylvania have  been  exhibited  in  every  way  and  upon 
every  occasion;  they  have  flocked  to  the  standard  of 
their  country  in  her  honr  of  peril,  and  have  borne 
it  victoriously  on  battle-fields  from  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia and  Kentucky,  to  the  far  South  and  South-west: 
they  have  never  faltered  for  a  moment.  It  has  been 
my  pride  to  occupy  a  position  which  eilabled  me  to  be- 
come familiar  with  all  their  patriotism  and  self-devo- 
tion, and  to  guide  their  efforts.  Posterity  will  do 
them  full  justice. 

Every  requisition  of  the  General  Government  has 
been  promptly  fulfilled,  all  legislation  in  support  of 
the  cause,  has  been  enacted  without  delay,  and  Penn- 
sylvania is  entitled  to  be  named  first  amongst  the 
States,  that  have  been  throughout  unflinching  in  their 
determination  to  subdue  the  sacrilegious  wretches 
who  are  endeavoring  to  destroy  the  last  Temple  of 
Uberty. 

The  State  has  not  been  insensible  to  the  sacrifices 
which  her  sons  hare  made;  no  effort  has  been  spared 
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by  lier  authorities  lo  secure  their  eomfort  and  welfare. 
Uuder  legislative  provisions  to  that  effect,  her  sick 
and  wounded  have  been  followed  and  cared  for,  and, 
when  practieable.  brought  home  to  be  nursed  by  their 
friends;  and  the  bodiee  of  the  slain,  when  possible, 
have  been  retarued  for  burial  in  the  soil  of  the  Slate. 
The  contributions  of  her  eitizens  in  supplies  of  lux- 
uries and  comforts,  tor  all  her  volunteers,  have  been 
almost  boundlesK,  and  nothing  lias  been  omitted  that 
could  encourage  and  stimulate  them"  in  the  perform- 
anee  of  their  holy  duty.  They  have  felt  upon  every 
matrh  and  in  every  camp,  however  desolate  their  im- 
mediate surroundings,  that  the  eyes  and  hearts  of  the 
loved  ones  at  home  were  upon  and  with  them. 

The  result  is  that  Pennsylvania  is  actually  in  a  posi- 

^tion  on  which  it  is  ray  duty  to  congratulate  you,  as 
her  Representative. 

Notwithstanding  the  immense  drain  of  her  popula- 
tion, her  industry  ie  thriving  at  home,  and  so  far  as 
it  may  not  be  liui't  by  causes  over  wliicli  she  has  no 
conlrol,  must  continue  (o  prosper;  her  tinances  were 
never  in  a  more  heallhy  condition,  her  people  were 
never  in  better  heart. 

That  the  labors,  anxieties  and  responsibilities  of 
lii-r  Executive  have  been  great  and  harassing,  I  need 
not  say.  I  have  given  to  thein  my  nijibts  ami  days, 
with,  1  trust,  a  single  eye  to  the  jiiiblic  welfare.  1 
claim  no  special  merit  in  this.  I  would  have  been 
unwortby  lo  be  called  a  man,  had  I  done  otherwise. 
If  1  am  pi-oud  of  (lie  result,  it  is  (liat  I  am  proud  of 
the  people  who  have  effected  it. 

To  be  called  a  freeman  of  I'enusylvauia,  is,  hence- 
forth, to  have  a  title  of  honor  wherever  loyalty,  pa- 
triotism and  the  martial  virtues  ace  cherished.  It  is 
to  be  observed,  moreover,  that  the  labors  which  i 
have  necessarily  undergone,  have  already  imjiaired 
my  health.     I  should  have  serious  cause  to  apprehend 
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tliat  a  much  loDger  cootinuauce  of  them,  might  BO 
break  it  down,  as  to  render  me  unable  to  fulfil  the 
duties  of  my  position. 

It  is  to  be  added,  that  as  the  approacliing  season 
wili,  probably,  be  the  most  eventful  period  in  the 
history  of  the  country,  I  will  be  able  with  more  efEect 
to  discharge  my  duties,  if  I  avoid  being  made  the 
centre  of  an  active  political  struggle. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  has  pleased  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  tender  me  a  high  posi- 
tion at  the  expiration  of  my  present  term  of  oiBce,  and 
I  have  not  felt  myself  at  liberty  to  do  otherwise  than 
accept  this  offer. 

As  I  shall,  for  all  fliese  reasons,  retire  from  offlce  at 
the  close  of  my  present  term,  I  have  thought  this  a 
not  inappropriate  mode  of  announcing  that  fact. 

In  taking  leave  of  yon,  I  may  be  permitted  to  say, 
that  as  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  I  have  given, 
as  was  my  duty,  and  shall  continue  to  give,  an  active 
and  earnest  support  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  in  its  efforts  to  suppress  the  existing  rebellion. 
As  a  private  citizen,  I  shall  continue  heartily  to  up- 
hold the  President  and  his  administration,  as  the  only 
means  by  which  that  result  can  be  obtained,  or,  in 
other  words,  the  country  can  be  saved. 

I  give  this  as  my  deliberate  opinion,  and  shall 
openly,  candidly  and  zealously  act  in  accordance  with 
it- 

Of  the  warm  hearted  friends  to  whom  I  owe  so 
much,  and  of  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth,  who, 
regardless  of  party,  have  never  tired  of  cheering  my 
toils  and  anxieties,  by  tokens  of  their  generous  con- 
fidence and  approval.  I  cannot  upeak  with  composure. 
I  can  do  no  more  than  express  to  them  the  deepest, 
truest  and  most  heartfelt  gratitude. 

Hoping  that  you  may  safely  return  to  your  homes 
and  families,  after  your  public  labors,  and  with  the 


Proclamation  fur  Sixty  Thousand  Men  to  Repel  In- 
vasion of  the  State. 


Pennsylvania,  bs. 


_^VL'ilI(ll. 


IN   THE    NAME    AND    BY 
the  Authority  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylva- 
nia.  ANDREW   G.   CURTIN. 
Governor  of  the  said  Conimon- 


PROCL^MATION. 


The  enemy  is  advaneinp  in  force  into 

Pennsylvania.     He  has  a  stronji  col- 

i  nmn  within  twenty-three  miles  of  Har- 

irisbiirp.  and  other  coliirana  are  mov- 

fing  hy  Fnlton  and   .\danis  conntles, 

and  it  ran  no  longer  he  donbted  that 

a  fnrinidahle  invasion  of  our  State  is 

in  aetual  progress. 

Tlie  ealls  already  made  for  volnnteer  militia  in  tTie 
exigency,  have  not  been  met  as  fnlly  as  the  crisis  re- 
qnires.  I,  therefore,  now  issne  this  my  proclamation, 
calling  for  SIXTY  THOUSAND  MEN  to  come 
promptly  forward  to  defend  the  State.  They  will  be 
mnatercd  info  the  Bervire  of  the  State  for  the  period  of 
NINETY  DAYS,  but  will  be  required  to  serve  only 
so  ninch  of  the  period  of  mnster  as  the  safety  of  our 
people  and  honor  of  our  State  may  recjuire. 
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Tbe;  will  rendezronB  at  points  to  be  designated 
in  the  General  Order  to  be  issued  this  day  by  tlie 
AdJDtant  Oeneral  of  PennsylTaDia,  which  order  will 
also  set  forth  the  details  of  the  arrangementa  for 
organization,  clothing,  subsistence,  equipments  and 
snpplieB. 

I  will  not  insult  you  by  inflammatory  appeals.  A  peo- 
ple who  want  the  heart  to  defend  their  soil,  their  fam- 
ilies  and  their  firesides,  are  not  worthy  to  be  accounted 
men.  Heed  not  th.e  counsels  of  evil  disposed  persons, 
if  such  there  be  in  your  midat.  Show  yourselves  what 
yon  are — a  free,  loyal,  spirited,  brave,  vigorous  race. 
Do  not  undergo  the  disgrace  of  leaving  your  defence 
mainly  to  the  citizens  of  other  States.  In  defending 
the  soil  of  Pennsylvania  we  are  contributing  to  the 
support  of  our  national  government,  and  indicating 
our  fidelity  to  the  national  cause. 

Pennsylvania  has  always  heretofore  responded 
promptly  to  all  the  calls  made  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, and  I  appeal  to  you  now  not  to  be  unmindful 
that-  the  foe  that  strikes  at  our  State,  strikes  through 
our  desolation  at  the  life  of  the  Kepublic,  and  our  peo- 
ple are  plundered  and  driven  from  their  homes  solely 
because  of  their  loyalty  and  fidelity  to  our  free  insti- 
tutions. 

People  of  Pennsylvania!  I  owe  to  you  all  my  facul- 
ties, my  labors,  my  life.  You  owe  to  your  country 
your  prompt  and  zealous  services  and  efforts.  The 
time  has  now.  come  when  we  must  all  stand  or  fall 
together  in  defence  of  our  State,  and  in  support  of  our 
Government.  r>et  us  so  discharge  our  duty  that  pos- 
terity shall  not  blush  for  us.  Come  heartily  and 
cheerfully  to  the  rescue  of  our  noble  Commonwealth. 
Maintain  now  your  honor  and  freedom. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg,  this  twenty-sixth  day  of  June. 


nia,  B8. 

Curtin. 


1  Proclamation  of  the  Cancellation  of  Nine  Hundred 

[  and    Fifty    Four   Thousand    Seven    Hundred   and 

Twenty  Dollars  of  the  Principal  Debt  of  the  Cdm- 
[  monwealth   Through    the    Coinmissioners    of    the 

I  Sinking  Fund. 

I  Pel 

I  (Si| 

'N   THE    NAME    AND   BY 

the  Authority  of  the  Com- 

iiioiiwfitltb  of  I'ennsylva- 

ii,   ANDRKW   O.   CURTIN, 

lor  of  the  said  Conimon- 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  By   the  Third  Section  of 
ttie  Art  of  the  Geiienil  Assembly  of 
this  Commonwealth  jiiLS»<'d  the  twen- 
l\-seeorid  day  of  Aiiril  A.  D.  one  tliou- 
s.inrt    eifiht    hundred    and   fifty-eight 
entitled   "An  Act  to  establish  a  Sink- 
ing Fund  for  the  payment  of  the  Pub- 
is   made    the    duty    of    the    Secretary 
ouwealfh.    the    Auditor    General    and 
the    State    Treasurer    Commissioners    of    the    Sink- 
ing   Fund    created    by    the    said    Act    of    the    Gen- 


m^i 


lie    debt."    it 
of    the    Comi 
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eral  Aeiiembl;  on  the  First  Monday  of  September 
A.  D.  one  thonaand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine  and 
on  the  same  day  annnally  thereafter  to  report  and 
certify  to  the  Governor  the  amount  received  under 
the  said  act,  the  amount  of  Interest  paid  and  the 
amoant  of  the  debt  of  the  Commonwealth  redeemed 
and  held  by  them.  Whereupon  the  Governor  shall 
direct  the  certiflcateB  representing  the  same  to  be 
cancelled,  and  on  such  cancellation  isaue  his  Procla- 
mation stating  the  fact  and  the  extingaishment  and 
final  discharge  of  so  much  of  the  principal  of  said 
debt. 

And  whereas  by  the  ninety-eighth  section  of  As 
Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth 
passed  the  nineteenth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  one  thoa- 
sand  eight  bndred  and  fifty  three  entitled  "An  Act 
to  provide  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment, &c.,"  H:  is  provided  that  thereafter  the  receipts 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  the  amount  that  may  he  nec- 
essary to  cancel  the  relief  issues  now  in  circulation 
ander  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  the  fourth  of  May, 
A.  1).  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one  and 
the  re-issDes  under  the  Act  of  the  tenth  of  April  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty  nine  shall  be  ap- 
plied toward  the  cancellation  of  said  issues. 

And  whereas  Eli  Slifer,  Isaac  Slenker,  and  William 
V.  McrGath,  Ex  Oilicio  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  in  obedience  to  the  requirement  of  Law  report 
and  certify  to  me  that  the  debt  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  I'enusylvania  redeemed  and  held  by  them  from  the 
First  day  of  September  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hnn- 
dred  and  sixty-two  to  the  Seventh  day  of  September 
A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty  three 
amounts  to  the  sum  of  Kine  Hundred  and  Fitty  Four 
Thoasand  Seven  Hundred  and  Twenty  Dollars  and 
Forty  Cents,  made  .ip  as  follows  to-wit: — 
Coupon  Loan  Act  May  4,  1862, $100,000.00 
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Five  per  ct., 790,716.1 

Four  and  oue  half  per  ct.:— Loan, 63,000.00 

Belief  Notes  Cancelled, 963.00 

DomeBtic  Creditors  Certiflcatea  redeem- 
ed,    13.00 

Interest  Certificates  paid,  27.90 

Total, *95i,720.40 

Now  therefore  aa  required  by  the  Third  Section  of 
the  Act  of  Assembly  first  above  mentioned  1  do  bei-e- 
by  issue  this  my  Proclamation  declaring  the  payment 
cancellation  extinguishment  and  final  discharge  of 
Nine  Hundred  and  Fifty  Four  Thousajid  Seven  IIud- 
dred  and  Twenty  Dollars  and  Forty  Cents  of  the  prin- 
cipal debt  of  the  Commonwealth  including  nine  hun- 
dred and  sixty  three  dollars  of  the  Kelief  issues  which 
have  been  cancelled  and  destroyed  as  authorized  by 
the  ninety-eighth  section  of  the  Act  of  the  Nineteenth 
day  of  April  A,  D.  one  thoneand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty  three  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  Hand  iimi  the  (!reat  Swil  of  the 
State  at  Ilarrisburg,  Ihis  eichlli  day  of  September  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoiisiiiid  ei^ht  hundred 
and  aixty-three  and  <if  (he  CoMiuionwealth  the  eighty- 
eighth. 

Uy  the  (iovernor: 
Eli  Slif.T. 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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Proclamation  of  a  Day  of  Thanksgiving. — 1863. 

PenDsylrania,  bs. 
(Bigned)  A.  G.  Cnrtin. 

IN    THE    NAME    AND    BY 
the  Authority  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennaylva- 
nia,   ANDREW   G.   OUBTIN, 
Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas    The    President    of    the 
United  States  -by  his  Proclamation 
V  bearing  date  on  the  Third  day  of  this 
H  month,  has  invited  the  citizens  of  the 
7  United  States  to  set  apart  Thursday 
the  Twenty-sixth   day  of  November 
next  as  a  day  of  Thanksgiving  and 
Prayer, 

Now,  I,  Andrew  G.  Curtin,  Governor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  do  hereby  recommend 
that  the  People  of  Pennsylvania  do  set  apart  and  ob- 
serve the  said  day  accordingly,  and  that  they  do  es- 
pecially return  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  the  gath- 
ered harvests  of  the  fruits  of  the  Earth; 

For  the  prosperity  with  which  He  has  blessed  the 
Industry  of  our  People; 

For  the  general  health  and  welfare  which  be  has 
gracionsly  bestowed  upon  them ; 

And  for  the  crowning  mercy  by  which  the  blood- 
thirsty and  devastating  Enemy  was  driven  from  our 
soil  by  the  valor  of  our  brethren  freemen  of  this  and 
other  States. 

And  that  they  do  especially  pray  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  blessings  which  have  been  heaped  upon 
us  by  the  Divine  Hand; 

And  for  the  safety  and  welfare  and  snccess  of  our 
brethren  in  tlie  field  that  they  may  be  strengthened 
to  the  overthrow  and  confusion  of  the  Rebels  now  in 
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arms  against  our  Beloved  Couutrj:  So  that  peace 
may  bt;  restored  in  all  our  borders  and  the  CoQHtitu- 
tion  and  Laws  of  tbe  Land  be  everj'wliere  within  them 
re-establiBhed  and  sustained. 

Given  under  ni.v  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg,  this  Twenty-eighth  day  of  Octo- 
ber in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixty  three  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the 
eighty-eighth. 

By  the  Governor: 
Eli  Slifer, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Proclamation  Urging  the  Men  of  the  Commonwealth 
to  be  Prompt  in  Responding  to  Pennsylvania's 
Quota  of  Three  Hundred  Thousand  Volunteers 
Called  for  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 


Pennsylvania,  bs. 
(Signed)  A.  G.  Curlin. 


TlIK  NAMI-:  AND  BY 
the  Authority  of  the  Com- 
nionwi'alth  oE  I'euusylva- 

.\NimEW  G.  CURTIN, 
cruiir  of  tlic  said  Common- 


wealth. 


A  PROCLAMATION. 
WhciTas.  The  Trc-sident  of  the 
United  States,  by  I'roclamation,  bear- 
r  date  on  'the  Seventeenth  day  of 
a  Oct..  inst-  has  called  for  THREE 
f HUNDRED  THOUSAND  VOLUN- 
TKKRS,  to  recruit  the  resiments  now 
the  field  from  the  resi)ective 
States;  And  whereas.  By  information  reteived  this 
day,  the  quota  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  under  eaid 
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call  IB  declared  to  be  THIBTY-EIGHT  THOUSAND 
TWO  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY-EIGHT  MEN,{38,268;) 
And  whereas,  The  President,  in  blB  said  Proclamation, 
requests  the  Governors  of  the  respective  States  to  as- 
sist in  raising  the  force  thus  required: 

Now,  Therefore,  I,  Andrew  G.  Curtin,  Governor  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  do  eamestl;  call 
on  the  good  and  loyal  freemen  of  this  Commonwealth. 
to  enlist  in  the  service  of  the  United  'Sttrtes,  under  the 
Proclamation  aforesaid,  so  that  the  required  quota 
may  be  made  up  before  the  Fifth  day  of  January  next, 
on  which  day  the  President  announces  that  a  draft 
will  commence  for  any  deficiency  that  may  then  exist 
in  the  same. 

The  freemen  of  Pennsylvania  enlisting  under  this 
call  will  be  attached  to  regiments  from  (his  State. 
All  who  are  willing  to  enlist  are  requested  to  present 
themselves  at  once,  for  that  purpose,  to  the  United 
States  Provost  Marshal's  recruiting  and  mustering 
ofRces,  in  their  respective  cities,  town  and  counties, — 
They  will  receive  the  following  sums  as  allowance, 
pay,  premium  and  bounty,  viz: 

To  every  recruit  who  is  a  veteran  volunteer,  as 
defined  in  General  Orders  of  the  War  Department 
of  June  25,  1B63,  No.  101,  for  recruiting  veteran  vol- 
auteers,  one  month's  pay  in  advance,  and  a  bounty  and 
premium  amounting  to  f402.  To  all  other  recruits, 
not  veterans,  accepted  and  enlisted  as  required  in 
existing  Orders,  one  month's  p«y  in  advance,  and  in 
addition  a  bounty  and  premium  amounting  to  f302. 

Any  further  information  desired  can  be  obtained 
from  the  Provost  Marshals  of  the  respective  districts. 

In  making  this  appeal  to  the  good  and  loyal  free- 
men of  Pennsylvania.  I  feel  entire  conMence  that 
it  will  be  effectually  responded  to.  The  approaching 
expiration  of  the  term  of  enlistment  of  the  men  now 
in  the  field  renders  it  necessary  to  replenish  onr  regi- 
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ments.  Let  ue  maintaia  the  glory  which  their  valor 
and  conduct  have  reflected  on  tlie  Oommonwealth, 
and  let  our  people  show,  by  their  promptness  and 
alacrity  on  this  occasion,  that  they  have  not  abated 
in  courage  op  love  of  country,  or  in  the  determina- 
tion that  the  unholy  rebellion,  already  Btunned  and 
staggering,  shall  be  utterly  crushed  and  extinguished. 
Given  under  inv  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  lian-isburg,  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  Octo- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixty-three,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the 
eighty -eighth. 

By  the  Governoc: 
Eli  Sliter, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Annual  Mes^^age  to  the  Assembly. — 1864. 

Executive  Chamber. 
Han-jsbuig.  .lanuary  7.  1Si;4. 
Gentlemen: — 

THE    I'AST    VEAK    HAS    AFFORDED    FS    NEW 
cause  of  thankfulness  to  the  Alinighv  for  the 
moral  and  material  blessings  which  he  has  he- 
stowed  upon  us. 
The  balance  in  the  Treasury,  Xovem 

ber  ;{0,  1S(>2,  was *2,172.844  10 

Receii)ts  during  fiscal  year  ending  N()- 

vember  30,  1803 4.-JSil.4ni   (1,1 

Total  in  Treasury  for  liscal  y.-ar  ending 

Nov.  30,  1863 fi.4f52.2!>5  75 
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The  pa;meDtB  for  the  same  period  hare 
been 4,314,964  05 


Balance  in  Treasury,  November 
SO,  1863,   2,147,331  70 


The  operations  of  the  sinking  fnnd  during  the  last 

year  have  been  shown  by  my  Proclamation  of  the  8tb 

day  of  September  last,  as  follows: 

Amount  of  debt  of  Commonwealth  re- 
duced,            1954,720  40 

As  follows,  viz: 

Coupon   loan,  act   May 
4,  1862,   $100,000  00 

Five  per  cent, 790,710  50 

Four  and   one-balf  per 

cent, 63,000  00 

Belief   notes   cancelled.  963  00 

Domestic  creditors'  cer- 
tificates,      13  00 

Interest  certificates 

paid, 27  90 

<>54,720  40 

Amount  of  public  debt  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, as  it  stood  on  the  Ist  day  of  De- 
cember,  1802,    S;40,448,31S  82 

Deduct  amount  redeemed  at  the  State 
Treasury  during  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing with  November  30.  1863,  viz: 

Five  per  cent,  stocks.. .        J888,499  78 

Four    and    a    half    per 
cent,  stocks 03,000  00 

Relief  notes,   109  00 

Domestic  creditors'  ctT- 

tificatea 8  26 

951,617  04 
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Publk-  debt  December  1,  i863, 39,496,596  78 


Funded  debt,  viz: — 

6  per  cent,  loans,  . . .  |400,630  00 

5  per  cent.  loans,  . . .  35,709,986  45 

41  per-  cent,  loans,  . .  268,200  00 


-  »36,378,816  45 


Unfnnded  debt,  viz: 

Relief  notes  in  circula- 
tion,      

Interest  certifleates  out- 
Btanding 

Interest  certificates  un- 
claimed,   

Domestic  creditors'  cer- 
tificates,  


36,496,596  78 

Stilitfiry  loan,  jier  a.-t  of  May  15,  1811,      3,000.000  00 


Total  indebtedness 30,496,596  78 


By  the  act  of  15tb  May,  1861,  authori/.ing  the  mili- 
tary loan  of  ?3,000,000.  a  ttix  of  one-half  mill  was  laid 
on  real  and  personal  property,  to  furnish  a  fnnd  for 
redeouiing  the  same.  I  reconimonil  that  the  Cooimis- 
sioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  be  directed  to  invest  the 
proceeds  of  the  tax  in  State  loan,  so  that  it  may  be 
drawing  interest,  to  be  in  like  manner  invested,  or 
that  they  should  apply  such  proceeds  directly  to  the 
purchase  of  certificates  of  the  military  loan,  and  can- 
cel such  certificates  as  shall  be  purchased. 

Although  our  finances  are  still  in  a  healthy  condi- 
tion, it  is  necessary  to  invite  the  serious  attention 
nf  ;he  lypgislaturo  to  the  consideration  of  the  means 
(■.  maintaining  them  unimpaired  in  fnt'ire. 
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liy  the  act  of  12th  June,  1840,  it  was  provided  that 
the  interest  on  the  State  loans  should  always  be  paid 
in  sp«;ie  or  its  equivalent,  and  that  whenever  the 
funds  in  the  TreaBurj  should  be  of  less  value  than 
specie,  the  difference  In  value  should  be  ascertained 
and  certified  to  the  Governor,  who  should  thereupon 
issue  his  warrant  to  the  agents  or  banks  authorized 
to  pay  such  interest  on  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth, 
to  allow  such  difference  to  parties  receiving  the  in- 
"terest,  or  at  the  option  of  the  parties  to  pa;  the  same 
in  specie. 

By  the  act  of  11th  April,  1862,  it  was  provided  that 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  in  specie  or  its  equivalent, 
all  interest  that  should  thereafter  be  due  by  the  Com- 
monwealth, as  required  by  the  act  of  12th  June,  1840, 
the  several  banke  who  should  avail  themselves  of  the 
provisions  of  that  act,  (of  Uth  April,  1862,)  and  who 
should  refuse  to  redeem  their  notes  in  specie,  on  de- 
mand, at  any  time  within  ten  days  upon  or  after  the 
time  when  such  interest  should  become  due,  should 
thereafter,  when  required  by  the  State  Treasurer, 
by  notice  in  writing,  pay  into  the  State  Treasury,  in 
proportion  to  the  capital  stock  paid  in  of  each  bank 
their  ratable  proportion  of  such  premium  for  gold 
or  its  equivalent,  as  should  have  been  actually  paid 
by  the  State. 

By  the  act  of  the  30th  January,  1863,  it  was  pro- 
vided that  the  State  Treasurer  should  exchange  with 
the  banks  an  amount  of  currency  sufficient  to  pay  the 
interest  on  the  State  debt  falling  due  on  the  first 
days  of  February  and  August,  18C3,  for  the  same 
amount  of  coin,  and  should  give  to  the  banks  specie 
certificates  of  exchange,  not  transferable,  pledging 
the  faith  of  the  State  to  return  said  coin  in  exchange 
for  notes  current  at  the  time,  on  or  before  the  first 
Monday  of  March,  1864,  such  certificates  to  bear  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  2J  per  cent,  per  a 
sa— Vol,  VIII— 4th  Ser. 
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Uudtr  the  provisions  of  tbe  act  of  1802  certaia 
banks  paid  inio  the  Slule  Treasur.v  |iU0,768  30  a8 
nn  equivalent  for  roin  for  tlie  payment  of  interest 
on  the  public  debt, 

['nder  the  act  of  18C3,  specie  certificates  have  been 
given  to  the  banl^s,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  fl,- 
9(!8,!)lI4  !(",  which,  with  the  accruing  interest,  will 
fall  due  on  the  first  Monday  of  Mai-cU  next. 

As  the  provisions  of  this  act  were  of  a  temporary 
chanii'tiT.  the  only  arts  now  in  force  on  the  subject 
are  Ihose  of  184(1  and  ISW,  above  mentioned,  under 
wlitcb  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  State  authorities  to 
pay  the  interest  on  the  1st  of  February,  1864,  and 
thereafter,  in  coin  or  its  equivalent,  and  look  to  the 
banku  that  may  be  liable  under  the  act  of  1862  for 
reimbursement  of  the  premium  paid  by  the  Common- 
wealth. 

In  the  face  of  all  difficulties,  this  Commonweahh. 
aetunted  by  a  sentiment  which  does  its  pcop\e  honor. 
lias  Iiitbcrto  paid  its  inlerest  in  coin  or  its  fi|uivalent.  ' 

Existing  cinuinslauics  make  it  iicifssary  to  uint- 
sidiT  now  llio  fair  exlenl  of  lii'i'  jusi  obli};ations. 

The  exigencies  of  the  times  have  compelled  the 
tloveninienl  of  the  I"nlled  Stales  (o  issue  large 
amounts  of  Treasury  notes  for  i-irculatinn,  which  are 
not  rcdeeinalite  in  coin,  and  which  form  (he  great 
mas(i  of  otir  cii'culating  medium. 

It  is  our  duly  as  a  loyal  S(a(e— il  is  our  interest  as 
a  State  whose  welfare,  and  even  safely,  depend  em- 
'.i.i.'.'iliy  itpor>  llie  niainteiMitire  «f  tlie  eredil  and 
(he  success  of  the  military  operation  of  the  (Jcneral 
(iovernment^to  d"  notliing  to  impair  its  credit  or 
I'mbarrass  its  measures.  On  the  contrary,  we  owe 
it  to  ourselves  and  to  onr  postiTiiy  to  give  an  active 
support  to  its  e!r()rts  to  i|nell  the  iiHuistrous  fehellion 
whidi  is  still  rairing,  and  thus  restore  pea.-e  fo  our 
distracted  country. 
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It  is  tinr  owu  iSovsniment,  and  we  coald  not,  with- 
out gross  indfceury,  attempt  to  refuse  its  currency 
in  payment  of  taxes  and  other  debts  due  to  tlie  Com- 
monwealth. 

In  1840  the  cjise  was  very  different.  The  difflcnltieB 
then  arose  from  the  suspension  of  spet-ie  payments 
l).v  our  State  banks,  mere  local  and  private  corpora- 
tions, and  the  State  very  properly  by  the  act  of  that 
year,  intended  to  provide  against  loss  to  its  creditors 
by  reason  of  such  suspensions.  An  exigency  like  the 
present  could  not  then  have  been  foreseen  by  the 
Legislature,  and  it  is  to  be  inferred  therefore  that 
they  could  not  have  intended  to  provide  for  it. 

We  derive  our  system  of  public  loans  from  Europe, 
and  the  true  extent  of  our  obligation  is  to  be  ascer- 
tained by  referring  to  the  known  established  prac- 
tice of  European  governinente  prior  to  the  dates  when 
our  loans  were  elTecled.  I  mean  of  course  such  of 
those  governments  as  were  held  to  have  maintained 
their  national  credit. 

It  is  believed  to  have  been  the  uniform  practice  of 
such  governments  to  pay  tlieir  interest  in  jmper  cur- 
rency, however  depreciated,  during  a  legalized  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments.  An  observable  instance 
of  this  is  afforded  by  the  course  of  the  British  Qov- 
emment,  which,  during  twenty-five  years,  from  1797 
to  3S22,  during  which  the  bank  was  prohibited  by 
law  from  paying  out  coin  for  any  purpose,  paid  the 
interest  on  its  public  debt  in  bank  notes,  which  during 
a  great  part  of  that  time  were  at  a  heavy  discount, 
sometimes  amounting  to  30  per  cent,  or  thereabout. 
Their  necessities  then  were  not  as  great  as  ours  are 
now. 

Among  ourselves,  at  the  present  time.  Massachu- 
setts (whose  debt  is  believed  to  be  very  small)  pays 
the  interest  in  coin.  Ohio  and  Indiana  pay  in  cur- 
rency.   In  New  York  it  is  not  known  what  will  be 
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Her  Legislature,  by  concurrent  resolution,  or- 
l  the  interest  to  be  paid  in  coin  to  foreign  stock- 
TB,  in  April  last. 

tlio  present  rate  of  premium  on  gold,  the  sum 
savy  to  pnj*  on  an  amount  sufficient  to  discharge 
nniial  interest  on  the  State  debt,  would  be  more 
$1,000,000,  and  to  meet  this,  additional  taxation 
at  extent  would  be  unavoidable.  The  demands 
le  Treasury  for  other  necessary  purposes  must 
ibly  be  such  aw  to  render  it  Imprudent  to  throw 
nut  of  tliia  cxpi-nditure  ou  the  existing  surplus, 
irrow  money  from  year  to  year  to  pay  the  interest 
isl:  loans  would,  of  course,  be  wholly  inadmisai- 

To  leave  the  act  of  ISfi^  in  force,  and  attempt 
row  the  payment  of  this  large  premium  annually 
le  banks,  would  be  not  only  flagrantly  unjust, 
ulte  impracticable.  .1  recommend  the  whole  sub- 
:o  the  careful  and  immediate  consideration  of  the 
ilature.  Some  legislation  ought  to  be  had  on  it 
e  the  close  of  the  preaent  month.  Ip  my  opinion 
■»nimioiuve;tUli  will  havf  fiiltilleii  lii-r  obligations 
I'ovidinK  for  Ihe  pjiynn'iit  of  lior  interest  in  the 
ncy  of  tlic  liovei'mniMit.  If  the  l^-gishilare 
Id  think  lit  |i>  lontitiuc  to  pay  it  in  <'oin.  it  will  be 

duty   to  levy  fortliwilli    the  lieavy   taxes  neces- 

for    that    piirp(ise,     I    must    in    passing    observe 

(he  plan  ado|)te(i  l>y  one  of  Hie  Siati-s  of 
Lg  coin  to  foreign,  and  eiirreni-y  to  iliiniestii-  loan- 
Ts.  appears  to  me  lo  he  whiily  iiuwise,  and  foiind- 
i  no  legitimate  principle. 

the  close  of  the  last  session,  nineteen  bills  re- 
ng  the  ehart<-rH  of  certain  haiiks  for  another 
d  of  five  years,  were  presented  to  me.     Of  these 

e  (for  i'eas<)ns  whii-li  will  be  !ici'<-iifter  coniinuni- 
I)  wjthlield  my  signature  from  one.  and  a|iproved 
eniaiiidi-i'.  I  have  ber^ii  h-il  to  sign  llieni  by  con. 
iitions  thril  rlie  lian];s  of  Ihe  rommonweallh  i.av 
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a  large  revenue  which  the  State  cau  ill  afford  to  lose, 
and  that  in  the  present  ronditiun  of.the  countr;  it 
would  be  impolitic  to  drive  so  much  capital  ont  of 
active  use,  or  force  it  into  new  employments. 

If  the  Kational  banking  system  afford  aufflcieat  In- 
dncements,  capital  will  voluntarily  take  that  direc- 
tion. It  ifl  proper  to  observe  that  tlie  charters  of 
moat  of  the  banks  in  question  expire  at  an  early 
period,  while  in  consequence  of  the  invasion  of  tbe 
State,  during  the  last  sammer,  tliey  could  not  have 
been  reasonably  expe<;ted  to  give  the  necessary  notice 
of  renewed  applications  for  re-charter, 

I  recommend  an  extension  of  the  time  during  which 
the  banks  are  now  relieved  from  penalties  for  not 
paying  their  obligations  in  coin. 

The  increased  expenses  of  living  invite  attention 
to  the  salaries  of  our  public  officers.  Those  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  Auditor  General  and 
State  Treasurer,  and  of  the  clerks  in  their  employ- 
ment, are,  in  my  opinion,  too  low,  especially  as  the 
exigencies  of  the  times  have  greatly  enhanced  the 
labors  and  responsibilities  of  all,  and,  in  the  case  of 
the  heads  of  those  departments,  enforce  a  constant  at- 
tendance at  Harrisburg,  which  was  not  formerly  re- 
quired. 

Under  the  act  of  16th  April,  1862,  and  its  supple- 
ment, passed  22d  April,'  1863,  the  Adjutant  General, 
Quartermaster  General  and  Commissary  General  have 
been  acting  as  the  Board  of  Military  Claims.  They 
have,  up  to  this  time,  approved  claims  to  the  amount  of 
1166,415.81,  and  others  have  been  already  presented 
to  the  further  amount  of  $332,120  29,  which  have  not 
yet  been  acted  on. 

Under  the  act  of  22d  April.  1863,  (P.  L.  529,)  the 
court  of  common  pleas  appointed  three  appraisers  to 
ascertain  the  damage  done  in  the  counties  on  the 
Southern  border,  by  the  militia  called  ioto  service  in 
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September.  1862,  by  the  Audersou  cavalry  in  the  same 
month,  and  by- the  rehels  id  their  raid  od  the  10th  and 
11th  Ottober.  1862. 

The  appraisers  have  not  yet  completed  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duties,  When  their  report  shall  hai'e 
lieen  made  to  the  routt  of  common  pleas,  and  affirmed, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  by  that  court,  it  will  be  the  duty  of 
the  Governor  to  claim  the  payment  of  the  amounts 
from  the  General  Government,  and  on  failing  to  secure 
the  same,  then  to  report  to  the  next  Ix'gialature.  rec- 
ommendint;  such  action  as  he  may  deem  just  and 
proiKT. 

The  expenses  of  the  Transportation  and  Telegraph 
Department,  during  the  past  year,  have  been  as  fol- 
lows: 

Paid  (out  of  appropriation  made  by  mil- 
itary loan,  act  of  1861), »13.»;58  87 

UD[>aid  (the  appropriation  being  exhaust- 
ed),           15,764  79 

Outstanding  liabilities  estimated  at o,onft  on 

34,4i;;!  6(i 

These  cx|i(-nsi>w  have  been  iniiiiily  imiirrcd  in  keep- 
ing up  the  uf.'cssai'y  .■oiTcsii-.nileni'c  of  Ibe  military 
departments,  and  in  the  li'(iiispru'fatii)n  of  sick  iind 
wounded  and  the  dead  iKKlies  of  nor  volinitcers.  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  i',.p.ii-t  of  liie  Chief  of  Transporta- 
tion, herewith  eoiniimniealeil.  I  rei'onimend  an  ajiiiro- 
priation  to  meet  the  deliiii'iiey.  -.mi]  also  lo  carry  on 
the  servi.')'  of  this  .le|iartiiieti(  bcreafter. 

By  the  thirlecnlb  Ncctiou  ..f  tbe  a<-t  of  the  l-'th 
May.  ISBl.  the  sum  of  $i?ft.ll(lll  was  iip[iro|irinlcd  to  be 
expend<'d  by  the  (Joverimr'.  for  the  compensation  of 
such  jiersoMs  as  be  might  re(|iiice  to  serve  Ibc  Com- 
monwealth in  the  military  orgiiiiizaf ion  of  the  State 
or  the  General  Government,  and  for  the  expenses  in- 
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cident  to  tbe  biiBineHs  in  wbioti  tbey  might  be  em- 
ployed. 

I  bave,  according  to  law,  settled  annual  accounts  of 
the  ezpenditure  of  this  fund  in  the  Auditor  General's 
office,  to  which  the  Legislature  is  referred.  The  unex- 
pended balance  is  now  f4,521  98.  A  further  sum 
flbould  be  appropriated  in  like  manner.  Out  of  this 
land,  I  have  paid  the  persons  whom  I  found  it  nec- 
essary to  employ  in  the  military  department,  and  tbe 
expenses  of  the  ageiK-y  which  I  was  compelled  to  es- 
tablish at  Washington  to  attend  to  tbe  interest  and 
welfare  of  onr  voluntcerB.  The  continuance  of  this 
agency,  and  the  establishment  of  a  similar  one  in  the 
west,  are  of  vital  importance  to  them.  I  recommend 
the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  appointment  of 
agents  at  Washington  and  Nashville,  and  defining 
their  duties,  which  should  include  the  collection  of  all 
bounties,  back  pay.  pensions,  &c.,  due  to  Pennsyl- 
vanians. 

On  this  subject  I  refer  the  Legislature  to  tbe  report 
of  Colonel  R.  Uiddle  Roberts,  late  agent  of  the  State, 
at  Washington,  herewith  commuuicaled,  and  commend 
it  to  your  careful  examination. 

On  the  inrasiou  of  tlio  State  during  the  last  sum- 
mer, the  President  made  a  call  for  militia,  and  with  his 
assent,  I  subsequently  made  a  call  for  volunteer  militia 
for  the  defence  of  the  Rtate.  Under  these  calls,  men 
were  assembled  and  organized  with  promptness,  after 
the  reality  of  the  emergency  came  to  be  understood 
by  our  people.  The  General  Government  clothed  and 
subsisted  this  force,  and  agreed  to  pay  it,  but  as  no 
appropriation  for  that  purpose  had  been  made  by  Con- 
gress, tbe  President  and  Secretary  of  War  promised 
if  the  money  should  he  advanced  from  other  quarters 
to  recommend  its  immediate  rc-paymeot  on  tbe  meet- 
ing of  Congress.  It  is  understood  that  steps  have 
been  already  taken  to  fulfil  this  pledge.    Several  of 
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the  banks  clieerfullj-  and  readily  advanced  the  i 
essary  fiind»  to  tlio  amount  of  1071,476  43.  on  my 
pi'omise  lo  recomniend  to  the  Legislature  an  appro- 
priation to  re-pay  them  in  case  Congress  should  fail 
to  make  one.  I  accordingly  make  that  recommenda- 
tioD  most  emphatically.  Should  it  be  necessary,  I 
will  hereatfer,  in  a  special  luesaage,  give  the  details 
and  correspondence  relating  to  this  subject. 

New  York  and  New  Jersey,  under  the  President's 
call,  sent  regiments  to  assist  in  our  defence,  for  which 
are  thanks  are  due  to  those  States,  our  good  neighbors. 

After  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  in  which  loyal  vol- 
unteers from  eighteen  States,  including  Peuuaylvauia, 
were  engaged,  it  appeared  to  me  proper  that  all  those 
States  should  unite  in  eatablishlDg  a  cemetery  on  the 
spot,  in  which  their  soldiers  who  had  fallen  in  that 
conflict,  should  be  honorably  interred,  I  accordingly 
appointed  David  Wills,  Esq.,  of  Gettysburg,  my  agent, 
and  through  him,  a  site  was  purchased  at  a  cost  uf 
t2,475  87,  and  the  conveyances  made  to  the  Common- 
wealth. On  coninuinicating  with  the  authorities  of 
the  other  Stales,  they  all  readily  agreed  to  become 
parties  to  the  airangenit-nt,  and  on  the  lOth  day  of 
November  hint,  the  ci'idftcry  was  tledii-ati'd  with  ap- 
propriate ceremonies  in  the  presence  of  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates,  tlu-  Governors  of  the  States 
concerned,  and  other  liif;b  otlicerw.  State  and  National. 
On  the  l!)th  day  of  Deceiuber,  on  the  invitation  of  Mr. 
Wills,  commissioners  n-iireseuting  the  States  inter- 
ested in  the  cemetery,  iiiel  in  Ilari'isbiirg  and  agreed 
upon  a  plan  for  ils  iniiirovement  and  care  in  the 
future,  and  the  apportionment  of  the  sum  of  money 
required,  to  the  several  Stales,  which  is  herewith  com 
municated.  The  e-xpenses  attending  the  establish- 
ment of  this  cemetery,  including  the  cost  of  the  site 
and  of  removing  the  bodies  of  the  slain,  have  thus 
far  amounted  to  |5,209  38,  and  an  appropriation  will 
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be  required  to  pa;  these  expenses,  and  to  meet  oar 
portioD  of  those  attending  its  future  maintenance. 
It  will  appear  by  the  proceedings  of  the  commiseioQers 
that  their  due  proportion  of  the  expenses  already  in- 
curred are  to  be  refunded  by  the  States  on  whose  ac- 
count they  were  made.  It  is  just  to  say  that  Mr. 
Wills  has  discharged  bis  delicate  and  important  duties 
with  fidelity  and  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

The  act  for  the  relief  of  familiea  of  yolunteeps  in 
service  may  require  some  rerisioa.  It  is  alleged  that 
in  some  parts  of  the  State  the  county  authorities  are 
backward  in  executing  the  law.  If  this  be  so,  the 
members  from  the  differeut  counties  will  be  aware  of 
the  fact,  and  will  be  most  ready  to  make  such  further 
enactments  as  may  be  proper. 

I  commend  to  the  prompt  attention  of  the  Legisla- 
tore  the  subject  of  the  relief  of  poor  orphans  of  our 
soldiers  who  have  given,  or  shall  give  their  lives  to 
the  country  during  this  crisis.  In  my  opinion,  their 
maintenance  and  education  should  be  provided  for 
by  the  State.  Failing  other  natural  friends  of  ability 
to  provide  for  them,  they  should  be  honorably  received 
and  fostered  as  children  of  the  Commonwealth.  The 
f5O,0O0  heretofore  given  by  the  Pennsylvania  railroad 
company,  referred  to  in  my  last  annual  message,  is 
still  unappropriated,  and  I  recommend  that  this  sum, 
with  such  other  means  as  the  Legislature  may  think 
at,  be  applied  to  this  end,  in  such  manner  as  may  be 
thought  most  expedient  and  effective.  In  anticipation 
of  the  adoption  of  a  more  perfect  system,  I  recommend 
that  provision  be  made  for  securing  the  admission  of 
such  children  into  existing  educational  establishments, 
to  be  there  clothed,  nurtured  and  instructed  at  the 
public  expense.  I  make  this  recommendation  earn- 
estly, feeling  assured  that  in  doing  so,  I  represent  the 
wishes  of  the  patriotic,  the  benevolent  and  the  good, 
of  the  State. 
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I  invite  the  atteutiou  of  the  Legislature  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  loyal  people  of  East  Tennessee,  whkh 
Is  ropresetiled  to  be  most  deplorable,  aod  appeaU  with 
iiresiBtible  force  alike  to  yoiii'  s^Dipathies  and  .vour 
sense -of  jiiBtice.  Their  wliole  oouutrj-  has  beeu  laid 
waste  b.v  the  contending  armies  of  the  Governuient 
and  the  lebels.  Font-  times  large  armies  have  passed 
over  that  distrit-t,  destroying  or  fancying  off  all  that 
had  been  gathered  for  the  approaching  winter, 
now  the  women  and  children  are  left  in  a  state  of  des- 
titution. 

The  representaliona  made  b,v  BUDdry  gentlemen  o( 
the  highest  respectaliilit.v,  from  that  State,  are  of  the 
most  heart  rending  character.  Starvation,  actual  and 
present,  now  exist.  Can  we.  in  the  midst  of  affluent 
abundance,  for  a  moment  hestitate  as  to  what  i 
action  sliall  be  towards  the  people  whose  onl.r  crii 
has  been  their  loyalty  and  devotion  to  the  Govern- 
ment? Even  if  a  portion  of  our  charity  should  reacb 
the  starving  families  of  thosi'  in  sympathy  with  the 
rclieilioii.  hclter  il  sli.mld  timo  tlial  ihcst-  d.-coicd. 
self-ascriliciii^  Iicopjc  who  have  so  iiuhcsiiatiiitily  ad- 
hered to  the  (lovci'iimciH,  he  left  l<>  kiiITit.  \\"heiiever 
pestilence  and  raminc  disliessed  the  people  of  any 
portion  of  our  country,  we  have  always  been  foremost 
in  relieving  llieiii.  and  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  have 


extended    their   [>pen    li:i 

ided    henevoh-uce  and    broad 

cliarity   to    itie    starving 

people   of   foregn    countries. 

Hhall  it  be  said   llial    th. 

appeals  tif  these  peoiile  for 

bread    fell    op<jn    the  liei 

rl    of    I'eiinsvlvaoia    in    vain, 

and  that   we  who  have 

o  recently  given  thanks   tor 

our  abundance  have  no  r 

lief  for  Ibeia  in  their  exirem- 

ities?     1  recoaiinend   the 

subjecl    tluiiiigh   yon    lo    the 

people  of  tbe  Slatr-.  as 

Mirtliy  (he  iinniediale  atlen- 

tion  and  arlivc  exertioi 

s   of  Ih.'   chariiabl.-  and    the 

liberal. 

1  should  lie  glad  if  the  I 

egislalure  would  make  a  gen- 
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t>rnl  revieioD  of  our  revenue  lawB,  witb  a  view  to 
their  increased  prodnctiveness.  It  oaght  to  be  ob- 
BBerved  that  for  a  period  of  more  than  twenty  years, 
no  matei-ial  change  haB  been  made  in  the  revenue  laws 
of  this  Commonwealth.  During  that  time  some  in- 
ti'reBts  have  grown  into  new  importance,  and  shonld 
be  made  to  bear  their  juBt  proportion  of  the  public 
expense,  since  all  taxation  should  as  far  as  possible, 
press  equally  upon  the  property  and  employmeots  of 
oar  people. 

Failing  Buch  i-evUion,  I  recommend  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Legislature  the  following  saggeBtions 
connected  with  the  subject: 

1.  There  are  several  companies  in  the  State  which, 
in  addition  to  large  mining  privileges,  have  the  con- 
trol of  the  routes  of  tranBi>ortation,  by  which  alone 
the  products  of  the  mines  of  individuals  in  their  re- 
spective districts,  can  reach  a  market.  These  com- 
panies thus  enjoy  substantial  monopolies,  by  means 
of  which  they  not  only  receive  the  fair  profits  of  their 
own  property,  hnt  are  enabled  to  make  additional 
heavy  gains  at  the  ex{>enBe  of  individuals.  In  my 
opinion  such  privileges  ought  never  to  have  been  grant- 
ed, but  as  they  exist  it  appears  to  be  just  that  the 
class  of  companies  which  enjoy  them,  should  pay  there- 
for an  additional  speciSc  tax. 

2.  Very  large  sums  are  due  to  the  Commoowealtb 
for  unpatented  lauds.  Forbearance,  clemency  and  lib- 
erality have  bi?eu  in  vaiu  tried  in  the  numerous  at- 
tempts to  procure  the  payment  of  at  least  a  part  of 
this  debt,  from  the  larger  portion  of  those  who  are 
indebted  on  that  account.  The  continuance  of  this 
state  of  affairs  is  unjust  to  the  f'omnionwealtli,  and 
to  the  vast  majority  of  her  people  who  have  honestly 
paid  for  their  lands.  It  has  become  unendurable.  T 
recommend  that  the  Ijegislature  provide  that  the  Sur- 
veyor General  shall  file  of  record,  Id  the  court  of 
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common  pleas  of  each  count.v,  a  deseriptioD  of  tbe 
lands  Bubjei:t  to  tbe  lien  of  the  Commonwealth  for  pur- 
chaae  moucy,  and  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  prin- 
cipal and  interfBt  now  due  to  tbe  Commonwealth,  to- 
gether with  the  patent  fees  on  each  tract,  and  ten  per 
cent,  on  the  amount  so  due,  for  the  labor  and  cost 
of  making  and  filing  each  statement;  and  the  aggre- 
gate amount  thus  stated,  for  each  tract,  shall  be  held 
to  be  the  amount  now  due  thereon  to  the  Common- 
wealth, which  shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  twelve 
per  cent,  per  annum,  till  paid,  and  shall  continue  to 
be  the  first  lien  on  tbe  land,  till  paid,  and  shall  not  be 
divested  by  any  judicial  or  other  sale  whatever.  I 
also  recommend  that  the  adoption  of  a  suggestion  con- 
tained in  the  Survejor  General's  report,  that  a  specific 
tax  be  laid  on  all  uupatented  lands. 

3.  By  existing  laws  municipal  corporations  are  re- 
quired to  deduct  and  pay  into  the  Treasury  the  tax 
on  all  loans  contracted  by  them.  It  is  believed  that 
a  large  addition  wimld  accrue  to  the  revenue  by  the 
extension  of  this  provision  In  all  counlies,  and  to  all 
corporations,  privat*^  oi'  pulilic.  I  recommend  that  it 
be  BO  extended. 

4.  A  tax  on  the  p:ross  receipts  of  all  railroad  and 
canal  companies  would,  i(  is  bi'lieved,  be  productive 
and  not  oppressive. 

Upon  Batisfjictory  reports,  according  to  law,  made 
by  Colonel  Joiiii  A.  Wright.  I  liavc  drawn  my  warrants 
for  the  delivery  to  tlie  I'liilad^'ljihia  and  Erie  railroad 
company  of  another  million  of  tlie  bonds  deposited  in 
the  State  Treasury.  Four  millions  of  said  bonds  have 
therefore  been  now  delivered.  There  can  be  no  rea- 
sonable doubt  of  (be  early  coiit]iletioii  of  the  work, 
and  when  completed,  it  is  confidently  expected  that  tbe 
bonds  held  by  llie  Slat.',  secured  on  the  road  for  ?:i,- 
BOO.OflO.  will  become  good  interest-|)ayiiig  securities. 

I  renew  most  earnestly  the  recomiuendation  made 
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io  my  last  annual  message  of  a  revision  of  tbe  militia 
laws.  Tbey  are  at  present  shamefully  defective.  Id- 
deed,  if  by  a  militia  law  is  meant  a  law  iotended  to 
provide  for  so  enrolling  and  organizing  the  military 
force  of  the  State  that  it  may  be  put  into  service 
when  required,  wt'  may  be  said  to  have  no  militia  law. 
In  each  of  tbe  last  two  years  I  have  been  obliged  to 
call  out  tbe  militia,  but  in  fact  those  who  obeyed  the 
call  were  volunteers,  and,  with  some  exceptions,  were 
wholly  unorganized,  so  that  almost  in  face  of  the 
enemy,  time  had  to  be  consumed  in  distributing  the 
men  into  companies  and  regiments,  in  electing  ofQcerg, 
and  in  other  preparations  for  effective  organization. 

In  the  report  of  the  Adjutant  General  will  be  found 
a  list  of  the  Pennsylvania  regiments,  and  a  statement 
showing  the  several  armies  and  departments  in  which 
they  are  now  serving.  In  this  connection  I  suggest 
the  propriety  of  legislative  authority  being  given  for 
the  preparation  of  a  history  of  each  of  our  regiments 
and  other  organizations,  to  be  preserved  among  our 
archives.  The  necessary  documents  are  now  access- 
ible, and  as  tbey  may  in  time  be  lost  or  destroyed,  the 
making  of  such  a  record  as  I  propose  should  not  be 
deferred.  It  is  due  alike  to  the  liFing  and  the  dead 
that  this  subject  should  be  promptly  acted  on, 

I  recommend  that  the  projiosed  amendments  to  the 
Constitution,  giving  to  citizens  in  the  public  service 
out  of  the  State,  the  right  to  vote,  be  passed  promptly 
and  subuiitted  to  a  vote  of  the  people  at  as  early  a 
day  as  possible,  so  that  such  citizens  may  exercise 
their  right  of  suffrage  at  all  future  elections.  This 
wonid  be  only  doing  justice  to  tbe  brave  men  who  are 
periling  their  lives  in  our  defence. 

It  is  highly  important  that  we  should  replenish  the 
ranks  of  our  regiments  in  the  field  and  supply  the 
places  of  those  volunteers  whose  terms  will  soon  ex- 
pire and  who  may  decline  further  service.    I  am  happy 
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to  88^-  that  a  large  proportion  of  our  regitneuls  are  it- 
enlisling.  Efforts  ar<;  making  by  tnjself  and  by  thf 
people  in  varioua  portions  of  the  State  to  propiipe 
a  suDirient  number  of  voUinteers,  and  with  a  jiro 
of  sueeesB,  provided  a  reaeonabte  time  be  allowed  for 
the  purpose.  Meanwhile  persons  professiug  to  be  of- 
ficers and  agents  from  some  other  States  are  most  im- 
properly endeavoring  to  seduce  onr  citizens  into  their 
service  by  extravagant  bounties  and  promises. 

The  twelfth  section  of  the  act  of  15th  May.  1861, 
probibitB  any  volunteers  from  leaving  the  State  with- 
out the  authority  of  the  Governor,  and  I  now  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  a  law  imposing  penalties  by  fine 
and  impriBoomcnt  on  all  individuals  who  shall  en- 
deavor to  procure  or  aid,  and  assist  in  procuring  any 
person  in  this  Slate  (o  enlist  in  the  volunteer  service 
of  any  other  State,  Many  of  our  counties  and  town- 
ships have  filled  their  quotos  at  a  large  expense,  and 
in  others  they  are  in  course  of  doing  the  same  by  offers 
of  liberal  bounties  an*!  provisionn  for  the  families  of 
volunteers,  and  it  is  not  ci^lit  tii;it  these  patriotic 
efforts  should  1k'  enibarrasscd  by  inlcrrcreiii-e  from 
heyond  our  borders,  especiaHy  as  we  cannot  in  these 
circumstances  offer  bonnfies  !iy  the  Sl;ile.  willioul 
the  injustice  of  compf-llinf;  tlie  coiintiew  and  lowiiships 
which  have  already  coutriliuted  largely  in  timt  way, 
to  assist  in  [laying,  by  taxation,  for  the  deliiietny  of 
others, 

[  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  I'all  your  attention  to  llie 
pernicious  praefice  of  leaving  many  hills  lo  lie  hurried 
through  al  111.'  elose  of  the  sessinti.  During  (he  last 
ten  days  of  the  hist  session,  (hree  Imndied  aiul  ninely 
bills  were  [irescuted  for  my  signahire,  many  of  ttieni 
of  the  most  important  chai'acler.  The  whole  number 
of  bills  presented  to  me  during  the  session,  was  seven 
hundred  and  fifteen.  In  conserjnence  of  this  liabil, 
not   only  aiv  bills  jii'ssed   witli.mt  ;ni  oiip'.i'tniiily   1o 
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either  Hotist^  for  a  proper  ronsideratiou  of  their  pro- 
Tieions,  but  the  Executive  iB  compelled  eittier  to  sign 
them  without  examination,  or  to  hold  them  over  per- 
haps to  the  public  inconvenience.  It  may  often  bap- 
pen  that  a  bill  not  approved  by  reason  of  a  single 
obooziouB  clause,  might  if  there  were  time,  be  re- 
passed, omitting  the  objectionable  provision.  In  con- 
nection with  the  subject  of  legislation,  I  must  refer 
to  another  mischief.  Oeiierai  laws  have  been  passed 
to  give  relief  in  certain  cases  which  formerly  required 
a  special  act  in  each  case.  As  for  instance,  the  gale 
of  lands  by  executors,  administrators  and  trustees, 
the  adoption  of  childi-en,  the  creation  of  mining  and 
maaufacturing  corporations,  and  so  forth.  These  laws 
were  passed  to  ensure  such  an  examination  in  each 
case  as  would  enable  justice  to  be  done  to  the  parties 
and  to  the  public,  and  also  to  save  the  time  and 
expense  consumed  in  private  legislation.  They  have 
hitherto  effected  neither  purpose,  but  I  do  seriously 
urge  on  the  legislature  the  consideration  that  who- 
ever applies  for  a  special  act  under  such  circumstances 
must  either  fear  the  result  of  an  impartial  inquiry,  or 
{if  the  application  be  for  a  charter)  must  desire  the 
omission  or  insertion  of  some  provision  contrary  to 
what  the  Legislalure  lias  determined,  after  mature  con- 
sideration, to  be  just  and  legitimate, 

I  refer  to  the  Auditor  (ieneral'B  and  State  Treas- 
urer's reports  for  the  details  of  our  financial  affairs, 
and  to  the  reports  of  the  Surveyor  (leneral.  Adjutant 
General,  Quartermaster  General,  Commissary  General, 
Surgeon  General,  .Vgent  at  Washington,  Chief  of 
Transportation  and  Telegraph  Department,  and  Super- 
intendent of  Common  Schools,  in  regard  to  their  sev- 
eral departments. 

In  May  last  it  was  believed  from  information  re- 
ceived, that  General  Lee  intended  to  invade  this  State. 
Communications  on  the  subject  were  immediately  sent 
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ahiugtoii,  urging  thai  preparations  for  effective 
■e  aliould  not  be  delayed.  Accordingly  the  War 
tmeut  erected  two  new  military  departments, 
he  Department  of  the  Monongabeia,  including 
ortion  of  the  State  lying  west  of  the  mountains, 
commended  by  Major-General  Brooks,  and  the 
tment  of  the  SuBquebanna.  comprieing  the  re- 
er  of  the  State,  and  to  be  commanded  by  Major- 
al  Couch. 

ly  in  June,  Major-General  Couch  arrised  at  Har- 
g  and  assumed  command  of  his  department, 
he  has  since  exercised  with  the  soldier-liUe 
itnesB,  energy  and  discretion  which  were  to  be 
red  from  his  known  character. 
rebels  having  actually  entered  the  State  in  some 
and  the  approach  of  thuir  whole  army  being 
ent,  the  President  made  a  requisition  for  militia 
this  and  some  of  the  neighboring  States,  and 
.1  regiments  from  New  York  and  New  Jersey 
promptly  sent,  and  onr  own  volunteer  militia 
to  assemble,  but  some  embarrassments  arising, 
lesideiit  assented  to  a  lall  by  llie  Kxecniive  of 
ate,  which  was  accordingly  made.  I'oder  these 
,!(!(!  of  tlie  men  n!  Pi-iiiisyhaiiia  w  itc  assembled 
■  deparlment  of  (ienorai  Brooks,  and  111,4-2  in 
if  General  Conch.  To  give  the  dehiils.  oc  even 
mary  of  Ihc  opcialioiis  wliidi  enHued,  wciuld  be 
I'ticablo  within  lli<'  liinils  of  a  message.  It  is  nn- 
lary  to  do  so,  aw  I  liave  ri'iotiiiiLcrnled  the  ado|i- 
f  measures  for  pi'cserving  (he  liis(<iry  of  our  sev- 
eginicnts  and  other  or^anixatiotis.  and  in  Ihat 
y  the  event.s  to  wbi.h  [  have  refeircd  will  be 
led.  It  is  due,  honcvi-r.  to  thc^  men  who  came 
rd.  thai  I  should  say  now  (hat  tiiey  made  long 
iborions  marches,  in  par(si  of  Mils  and  other 
i  which  had  been  plnndeicd  by  the  rebels,  snf- 
great  privations,  and  were  fivqiiently  in  conflict 
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with  the  eiii^mj;  and  on  all  occasions  acted  in  obedi- 
ence to  militar;  discipliDe  and  orders,  and  with  cour- 
age and  endurance. 

Some  of  the  militia  called  in  1862  and  in  18C3,  were 
killed  and  other  diBabled.  In  all  these  cases,  where 
there  are  no  laws  for  the  relief  of  these  men  or  their 
families,  I  recommend  the  enactment  of  a  law  for  that 
purpose. 

The  campaign  on  our  soil  was  closed  by  the  Tictor; 
of  Gettysburg,  gained  by  the  veteran  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  under  the  command  of  Major  General  Meade, 
the  offlcecs  and  men  of  which  displayed  all  their  ac- 
customed valor  and  endurance  in  the  conflict,  and  in 
the  forced  and  rapid  marches  which  immediately  pre- 
ceded It. 

Under  Divine  Providence,  to  them  and  to  the  mili- 
tary genius  and  unsurpassed  energy  of  General  Meade, 
and  the  promptness  and  self-sacriilcing  gallantry  of 
General  Reynolds,  we  are  indebted  for  success  on  that 
bloody  field. 

We  are  proud  to  claim  Generals  Meade  and  Beynolds 
as  sons  of  our  own  Pennsylvania. 

The  first  lives  to  enjoy  the  most  precious  of  all  re- 
wards, the  grateful  appreciation  of  his  countrymen. 
The  latter  fell  in  the  very  front  of  the  battle,  and  we 
can  only  pay  homage  to  his  memory.  Whatever  honors 
have  been  at  any  time  devised  to  commemorate  the 
virtues  of  a  patriot — of  a  true,  feai-less,  loyal  citizen 
and  soldier,  he  has  abundantly  deserved. 

liis  surviving  comiKinions  in  anns  claim  the  right 
of  themselves  erecting  a  monument  to  him  on  the 
field  on  which  he  fell,  and  it  would  not  be  well  to  in- 
terfere with  their  pious  intention.  But  I  hope  that  the 
legislature  will  place  upon  the  records  of  the  State 
some  appropriate  testimony  of  the  public  gratitude 
to  him  and  his  surviving  commander. 

It  would  be  unjust  to  omit  referring  again  to  the 
34— Vol.  VIII— Ith  Ser. 


530  Papers  of  tlie  Governors. 

loyal  spii-it  of  our  people,  which  has  beeii  evinced  in 
every  made  «ini;e  this  war  commenced.  Xo(  only  have 
they  sent  277,4(1!!  men  for  the  gt^neral  and  special  ser- 
vice of  the  (loveruiuent,  and  supported  with  eheerful- 
Dens  the  bnrdeus  of  taxation,  but  onr  storehouses  and 
depots  have  literally  overflowed  with  comforts  and 
oeeeasaries,  spontaneously  contributed  by  (heai,  under 
the  active  care  of  thousands  of  our  women,  (faithful 
unto  death.)  for  the  sick  and  wounded  and  prisoners, 
as  well  as  for  onr  armies  in  (he  field.  Their  patriotic 
benevolence  seems  to  be  inexhaustible.  To  every  new 
call,  the  response  becomes  more  and  more  liberal. 
When  intelligence  was  received  of  the  barbarian 
Btarvation  of  our  prisoners  in  Richmond,  the  garnera 
of  the  whole  Slate  were  instantly  thrown  open,  and 
before  any  similar  movement  had  beeo  made  elsewhei-e, 
I  was  already  employed  on  behalf  of  our  people  in 
efforts  to  secure  the  admission  through  the  rebel  lines 
of  the  abundant  supplies  provided  for  the  relief  of  our 
suffering  brethren.  Those  of  our  citizens  who  have 
failen  iiilo  tlic  lial.it  of  (lis para;: in;;  our  ;:r.'itt  Coni- 
nioTiwcallti  and  the  niisiiri.assi'il  .-ITorls  <•{  tu'r  [.c..|ile 
should  blush  wlicM  they  look  on  ibis  jiirture. 

That  Ibis  unnatural  r.-i)flli.)ti  may  !).■  Miiccdily  ami 
ellVctually  cnisiicd,  w.-  lii-— all— under  llic  ohli^iali.m 
of  the  on,'  paramount  duly— timt  of  vjg.iniasly  sii;,- 
jun'tiu;;  iini-  (loicriinu'Eit  in  iis  nii-asuics  (o  that  cud. 
To  till-  full  extent  of  my  otlieia!  and  individual  abilily 
il  Mhall  h.-  supimrled,  and  I  rely  heartily  on  your  co- 
operation. I  am  ready  for  all  iiropcr  iiieasiircH  to 
str.'nglhi^n  its  arm— l.i  cneoiiraKc  iis  ii|i|irilderH  -In 
siiniiilate  by  public  libcraliiy.  (o  tlicinsdvcs  and  llicir 
faniilicM,  the  men  who  give  to  it  (heir  personal  ser- 
vice—in every  mode  to  iiivig.jrate  its  aetiiiu.  We  an- 
lig;h(ing  the  great  lialllc  of  Cod-of  truth— of  lif-lit— 
of  liberty.  .Tiie  .\lmighty  has  no  attHlmi.-  Ilia)  can 
favor  our  Hava;;e  and  degeiierale  enemies.     \o  people 
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can  Bubmit'to  territorial  dismemberment  without  be- 
coming  contemptible  in  its  own  e;eB  and  in  those 
of  the  world.  But  it  is  not  onlj  against  territorial 
dismembei'uienl:  that  we  are  struggling,  but  against 
the  destruction  of  the  veiy  ground  work  of  our  whole 
political  system.  The  ultimate  question  truly  at  issue 
is  the  possibility  of  the  permanent  existence  of  a 
powerful  Republic.  That  is  the  question  to  be  now 
solved,  and  by  the  blessing  of  God,  we  mean  that  it 
shall  not  be  our  fault  if  it  be  not  solved  favorably. 

We  have,  during  the  past  year,  made  migbtly  strides 
towards  such  a  solution,  and  to  all  human  appearance 
we  approach  its  completion.  But  whatever  reverses 
may  happen — whatever  blood  and  treasure  may  still 
l}e  requii-ed — whatever  sacrifices  may  be  neceaaary— 
there  will  remain  the  inexorable  determination  of  our 
people  to  flglit  ont  this  thing  to  the  end— to  preserve 
and  perpetuate  this  T'nion.  They  have  sworn  that 
not  one  star  shall  be  reft  from  the  constellation,  nor 
its  clustered  brightness  be  dimmed  by  treason  and 
savagery,  and  they  will  keep  their  oath. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 


Headquarters  Pennsylvania  State  Agency, 
Washln^on  City,  December  31.  1S63. 
To  His  Excetlency.  Andrew  G.  Curtin,  Governor  of  Pennayl- 

Slr— I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  Agency,  for  the  portion  of  the  year  1863, 
during  which  I  have  had  charge  ot  the  same. 

Under  an  order  from  your  Excellency,  dated  April  27,  1S63,  I 
succeeded  Col.  Quay  as  the  State  Agent  here,  and  tooh  charge 
of  the  office  on  the  1st  of  May. 

Upon  conferring  with  my  predecessors,  I  found  that  the  office 
then  occupied  by  the  Agency— «ne  room  on  13th  street — was 
entirely  inadequate  (o  the  business  to  be  transacted,  and  In 
accordance  with  an  arrangement  previously  entered  into  by 
blm,  I  removed  the  office  to  No.  4ST,  lltb  street,  where  two 
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commodious  rooms  were  secured  at  a  rent  not  exceedfag  lie 
amount  allowed,  and  Eufficlently  central  in  location,  to  an- 
swer all  tbe  purposes  of  an  office  tor  the  Agent,  tlie  AsslHtant 
Quartermaster  and  the  Asaistant  Surgeon  General,  and  o( 
easy  access  to  the  public. 

The  duties  of  the  Agent  are  numerous  and  perplexing.  Every 
one.  be  he  soldier  or  civilian,  who  is  in  Washington  and  in 
any  strait,  appliea  to  the  Agent. 

Being  fully  advised  of  your  wishes,  1  devoted  my  time  al- 
ways first  to  the  soldier,  but  in  many  iostances  the  dealres 
at  the  civilian  were  so  blended  with  the  welfare  of  the  soldier, 
aa  to  render  attention  to  the  former  indispenEahle  to  the  dis- 
charge of  duty  to  the  latter. 

The  officer  who  "has  been  dismiBsed  the  service,  whether 
properly  or  improperly— the  soldier  sick  in  hospital,  In  want 
of  a  furlough,  of  a  transfer,  of  pay,  clothing  or  a  descriptive 
list — the  paroled  prisoner  searching  for  his  exchange  or  his 
regiment — the  widow  In  quest  of  her  late  husband's  back  pay 
and  her  penslon^the  anxiouB  wife,  parent  or  other  relative, 
In  Quest  of  some  lost  one  who  has  given  up  bis  life  In  the 
field,  and  no  one  can  tell  where — the  friend  or  relative  search- 
ing through  endless  wards  of  the  Washington  hospilals  for 
the  wounded  and  the  sick,  or  returning  with  the  remains  of 
the  gallant  stain,  receiving  the  transportation  given  by  the 
State— all  expect,  and  rlEhtfully  expect,  to  find  in  the  State 
Agent  a  friend,  an  adiiser,  a  counsellor,  an  assistant  who  will 
at  once  facilitate  them  in  the  discharge  of  duties  so  Import- 
ant and  so  sacred.  How  difflcull  such  duties  thus  become, 
can  only  be  understood  by  those  who  have  attempted  them. 

Early  during  the  year  your  Excellency  directed  me  to  in- 
quire and  report  to  you  npou  the  expediency  and  propriety 
of  making  such  arrangements  as  would  enable  the  Stale  Agent 
to  collect  for  the  soldier  hia  back  pay  and  bounty,  or  secure 
for  the  surviving  relatives  the  pensions  and  other  compen- 
sations allowed  by  the  acts  of  Congress;  accordingly,  I  made 
a  lull  examination  of  the  work  of  the  other  States  in  this  be- 
half, and  made  an  informal  i-eport,  which,  while  it  diii  not 
advise  any  definite  course,  was  such  as  to  Indicate  that,  until 
the  Legislature  took  some  action  upon  the  subjcci,  it  was  not 
in  your  Excellency's  power,  under  present  appropriations,  to 
direct  the  Agency  to  be  so  conducted. 

Some  of  the  smaller  States  have  already  authorized  their 
agents  to  make  collections,  and  tiiey  are  so  engaged,  and  it 
will  perhaps  become  a   matter  cif  sever"  conimcut  that  Penn- 


Andrew  Gregg  Curtin.  533 


B;lTRjda,  alwaf  B  foremost  In  the  work  ot  afdlng  her  HoMlere, 
and  foremoet  in  the  establishment  of  an  Agency  at  Waahlng- 
ton,  should  not  be  tbe  flrst  in  this  work,  but  pennltB  be^  men 
to  be  put  to  the  expense  of  collecting  their  own  claims,  leaving 
them  a  prey  to  the  eharpers  who  hang  about  the  Metropolis, 
ready  at  any  Instant  to  fleece  the  generous,  unguarded  and  un- 
BUBpectlng  defender  of  the  country,  o(  his  last  dollar,  by 
nMans  of  false  representations,  securing  from  blm  a  power  ot 
attorney  to  draw  hie  money  and  robbing  him  of  it. 

I  do  not  wish  to  be  misunderstood  as  finding  fault  with  gen- 
tlemen who  are  engaged  as  claim  agents,  many  of  them  highly 
eatlmable  and  entirety  worthy  of  confldence,  and  engaged  in  a 
legitimate  business,  but  there  te  here  a  class  of  men  who, 
without  aif  office,  or  the  seiablance  of  buelness,  hang  about 
the  Mreets,  form  tbe  acquaintance  of  tbe  soldier  who,  per- 
haps. Just  discharged,  sick  and  worn  out  In  the  service — doubly 
homesick  from  the  chance  there  seems  of  his  getting  there — 
or  who,  perhaps,  hae  his  fIrBt  furlough,  after  months  of  ser- 
vice, and  who,  while  In  this  frame  of  mind  and  body,  is  easily 
Imposed  upon,  the  so-called  agent  securing  Ills  confidence,  af- 
fects to  aid  him  In  doing  that  which  could  as  well  have  been 
done  without  him,  and  secure  from  his  victim  an  exorbitant 
compensation  or  authority  to  collect  in  hie  absence,  and  not 
unfrequently  closes  the  transaction  by  sending  his  victim 
away  Intoxicated  and  degraded,  who  probably  In  a  few  hours 
flnda  blmselt  In  the  guard-house,  penniless  and  friendless. 

To  protect  from  such  imposition  and  wrong,  it  seems  hut 
Justice  that  the  State  should  make  such  provision,  through  her 
Agency,  as  will  secure  to  the  soldier  tbe  full  amount  of  his 
hard  earnings — gallantly  won,  they  should  be  sacredly  se- 
cured to  blm.  And  the  claims  of  the  widow  and  the  orphans 
are  not  less  sacred.  1  uey  have  been  deprived,  through  the 
necessities  of  the  Government,  of  their  natural  protector. 
Should  not  the  State  provide  means  by  which  they  can  secure 
the  pension  guaranteed  to  them  as  part  of  the  contract  of  en- 
listment, without  expense  or  without  having  it  virtuahy  de- 
creased by  the  charge  of  attorneys  and  agents  employed  to  col- 
lect the  same?    Surely  it  shoulu  he  so. 

It  your  Excellency  should  agree  with  me  in  this  respect, 
and  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  Agency  should  be  so  em- 
ployed, it  is  proper  for  me  to  say  that  liberal  appropriations 
will  have  to  be  made  for  this  purpose.  The  expense  ot  living 
in  Washington  is  so  great  that  the  salaries  paid  will  have  to 
be  in  proportion;    and  the  Agent  will  require  at  least  two 
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clerks.  In  addition  to  the  aid  of  the  AEaistant  QuartprmaBter 
and   the  Messenger,  now  allowed. 

For  a  detailed  statement  of  furniture,  blanks,  expenses.  Ac. 
I  respetltuUy  refer  to  my  former  report  on  this  subject. 

Much  of  the  time  of  the  Agent  is  taken  up  by  civiiiani 
ing  from  Pennsylvania,  aome  wishing  to  visit  friends  in  the 
army,  some  desiring  employment  at  Alexandria,  and'  all  re- 
quiring to  go  where  It  la  requiBite  they  should  have  Govern- 
ment passes.  They  come  totally  unaccredited,  nnd  the  ofDcers 
here  decline  to  issue  passes.  They  then  apply  to  the  State 
Agent,  ami  very  frequently  grow  at  once  Indignant  It  he  does 
not  instantly  certify  to  their  loyally  and  good  standing.  Twice 
during  the  eummor  I  called  the  attention  of  the  public, 
through  the  medium  of  the  Associated  Press,  ti 
mat  existed  for  every  one  coming  trj  Washington  armed  with 
some  evidence  of  their  loyally.  Yel,  Ibis  evil  still  c 
to  the  annoyance  of  the  Agent  and  great  Inconvenience  of  the 
party  wishing  to  go  forward.  Public  attention  should  be  in- 
vited to  this  matter,  as  many  Instances  o(  great  hardship  and 
uselesB  expense  occur,  for  want  of  a  knowledge  of  the  require- 
ments of  the  service. 

I  desire  to  exprees  my  acknowledgments  for  kindly  aid 
and  assistanre.  to  the  '"Pennsylvania  Relief  Association."  They 
have  constantly,  linring  tlie  time  I  hiive  bad  an  opportunity 
of  observing  their  ojieratlons.  aided  in  every  way  in  their 
power.  In  the  distribution  of  money  and  supplies,  not  only  to 
the  soldier,  but  to  tliose  dependent  upon  him.  This  was  a 
private  charity,  and  was  an  honor  to  our  Statp,  I  resret  that 
the  want  of  supplies  will  probably  romoel  them  to  discon- 
tinue much  of  the  good  they  have  heretofore  done,  which  is 
truly  to  be  regretted.  I  am  also  under  obligations  to  the  San- 
itary  Commission   for  similar  favors. 

Your  Excellency  is  aware,  that  acting  under  orders,  I  have 
been  absent  from  Washington  frequently.  During  the  advance 
of  the  Rebel  army  into  Pennsylvania,  In  June  and  July  last. 
I  was  absent  at  Philadelphia  for  several  weelis  assisting  In 
mustering  and  sending  forward  troops,  aud  at  other  times. 
In  the  discharge  of  ^ther  duties,  was  compelled  to  be  away. 
During  such  times,  the  iiuties  of  the  Agency  were  discharged 
by  Major  James  Gilllland,  Assistant  Quartermaster,  with  fidel- 
ity and  ability,  and  my  acknowledgmenls  are  due  to  him  for 
the  same. 

In  closing  this  re|)ort.  I  beg  to  say  that  I  make  the  foregoing 
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■UEgeBtlons   with    regBrd    to   the   future   operations    of   this 
AgeacT,  with  the  more  Ireedom,  as  I  am  encouraged  to  hope 
thftt  your  Bxcellency  wilt  accede  to  my  orten  eipreased  wish 
to  be  relieved  tram  the  onerous  duties  here,  and  re-assigned 
to  my  former  duties  at  Harrieburg,  where,  I  feel  eatlsfled,  1 
can  be  of  more  service  to  the  State. 
All  ot  which  is  reepectrully  HUbmitted. 
Very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 
R.  BIDDLB  ROBERTS,  A.  D.  C. 

Meeting  of  the  Gettysburg  Cemetery  CommUeioners. 

The  CommUsioaera  appointed  by  the  Governors  of  the  dif- 
ferent States,  which  have  soldiers  burled  in  the  Soldiers'  Na- 
tional cemetery,  at  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  met  at  the  Jones  House 
In  Harrlsburg,  Fa.,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  the  ITth  of  Decem- 
ber, 1863. 

The  following  named  Commissioners  were  present,  \)f. 

Hon.  B.  W.  Norria,  ot  Maine. 

Hon.  L.  B.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  Henry  Eldwards,  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Alfred  Colt,  of  Connecticut. 

Hon.  Levi  Scobey,  of  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  David  Wilis,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Col.  James  Worraii,  of  Pennsylvania 

Col.  John  S.  Berry,  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  U  W.  Brown,  of  Ohio. 

Col.  Gordon  Lofiand,  of  Ohio. 

Col.  John  G.  Stevenson,  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  W.  Y.  Selleck,  of  Wisconsin. 

On  motion  of  Col.  Lofland,  ot  Ohio.  Mr.  David  WlKs,  of 
Pennsylvania,  was  elected  Chairman  of  the  Convention. 

On  motion  of  Col.  Stephenson,  of  Indiana,  Mr.  W.  Y,  Sel- 
leck. of  Wisconsin,  was  elected  Secretary  of  the  Convention. 

After  some  diacusaion  by  the  members  ol  the  Convention, 
Coi.  Stephenson,  ot  Indiana,  moved  that  a  committee  of  four 
be  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  and  putting  In  ap- 
propriate shape  the  details  of  the  plan  In  reference  to  the  Sol- 
dlera'  National  cemetery,  at  Gettyaburg,  Pa.,  to  l>e  presented 
to  the  Convention  tor  their  action,  which  was  carried.  The 
committee  was  appointed  as  follows: 

Chairman,  Col.  John  G.  Stephenson,  ot  Indiana;  Mr.  Henry 
Edwards,  of  Maasacbueette,  Mr.  David  Wills,  of  Pennsylvania, 
Hon.  Levi  Scobey,  of  New  Jersey. 
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On  motion  of  Mr,  Alfred  Colt,  of  Connecticut,  the  Convention 
look  a  receaf!  to  await  the  action  of  the  commltlee. 

The  Convention  met  again  at  5  o'clocb,  P.  M..  to  hear  the 
report  of  llie  committee. 

The  committee  made  the  following  report: 

Whereas,  In  acLotdance  with  an  invitation  from  David 
WillB,  Eaq,,  agent  Cor  hia  Extellency,  A.  G.  Curtin,  Oovemor 
of  Pennsylvania,  the  GovejTiora  of  the  several  Stales  nppolDt- 
ed  Commissioners,  who  met  at  Harrishurg.  Deeeinher  17th, 
1863,  to  represent  the  States  in  convention,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  arrangements  for  finishing  the  Soldiers'  National  Cem< 
etery;    therefore,  be  it 

Reaolved,  By  the  said  Commiaaionera  in  convention  assem- 
bled, that  the  following  be  Bubraltted  to  the  diCferenl  Stated 
Intereated  in  the  "Soldiers'  National  cemetery,"  through  their 
respective  Governors. 

First,  That  the  Comraonweallh  of  Pennsylvania  shall  hold 
the  title  to  the  land  which  she  has  purchased  at  Gettysburg, 
for  the  Soldiers'  National  cemetery.  In  trust  for  the  States 
having  soldiers  buried  in  said  cemetery.  In  perpetuity,  for  the 
purpose  to  which  It  is  now  applied. 

Second,  That  the  Uegtsiature  of  the  Commonwealth  nf  Penn- 
sylvania be  requested  to  create  a  corporation  to  consist  of  one 
trustee,  to  be  appointed  by  each  of  the  Governors  of  the 
Slates  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  YorU,  New  Jersey,  Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland,  Delaware,  West  Virginia,  Ohio.  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Michigan,  Wisconsin.  Minnesola.  and  of  such  other 
Slates  aa  may  desire  to  he  represented  in  this  corporation, 
which  trustees  shall,  at  their  first  meeting,  be  divided  Into 
three  classes.  The  term  of  olfice  of  the  first  class  to  expire 
on  the  first  day  of  January,  1.SG5.  The  second  class  on  the 
first  day  of  .January,  18GG.  The  third  class  on  the  first  of 
January,  1867,  The  vacancies  thus  occurring  to  be  filled  by 
the  several  Governors,  and  the  persons  thus  appointed  to 
fill  such  vacancies  (o  hold  llieir  office  for  the  term  of  three 
years.  This  corporation  to  have  exclusive  control  of  the  Sol- 
diers'  National  cemetery. 

Third.  The  estimated  coat  for  the  completion  of  the  ceme- 
tery,  is   $63,500.00. 

Fourth.  That  the  several  States  be  aslied  to  appropriate  a 
sum  of  money  to  be  determined  by  a  division  of  the  eKtlmated 
expenses  according  to  representation  in  Congress,  lo  be  ex- 
pended  In  defraying  the  cost  of  removing  and  re-interring 
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th«  dead,  anil  flalahlng  the  cemetery  under  dtrecUons  of  the 
cwneteiy  coritoration. 

Fifth.  When  the  cemetery  Bball  have  beev  finiehed,  the 
groimdB  are  to  be  kept  In  order,  the  bouse  and  encloBuree  in 
repair,  out  of  a  fund  created  by  annual  appropriations  made 
by  the  States  which  may  be  represented  in  the  cemetery  cor- 
poration, in  proportion  to  their  repreeentatlon  in  CongreiB. 

On  motion  of  Col.  Berry,  of  Maryland,  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee was  accepted,   and    the   committee   discharged. 

It  was  moved  by  Col.  Berry,  of  Maryland,  that  the  report 
Dt  the  committee  be  considered  seriatim,  which  was  concurred 
in,  and  the  report  was  then  adopted  In  detail. 

I^etters  from  the  Governors  of  the  following  States  were  re- 
ceived by  Mr.  Wills,  Chairman  of  the  Convention,  which  were 
not  represented  by  CommlBsloners,  eipressing  their  disposition 
to  approve  of  any  reasonable  action  ot  the  Convention,  in 
reference  to  the  completion  of  the  cemetery,  at  Qettysburg, 
Pa.,  viz: 

Hon.  Horatio  Seymour,  of  New  York. 

Hon.  Austin  Blair,  of  Michigan. 

Hon.  James  Y.  Smith,  ot  Rhode  Isl^d. 

Hon.  Wm.  Cannon,  of  Delaware. 

Hon.  Henry  Q.  Swift,  of  Minnesota. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scobey,  of  New  Jersey,  the  following 
committee  was  appointed  by  the  Chairman,  with  a  view  to 
procure  deElgns  of  a  monument  to  be  erected  in  the  ceme- 
tery: 

Hon.  Levi  Scobey,  ot  New  Jersey, 

Hon.  B.  W.  Norrifl.  ot  Maine. 

Mr.  D,  W.  Brown,  ot  Ohio. 

Col.  J.  Q.  Stephenson,  of  Indiana. 

Col.  John  S.  Berry,  of  Maryland. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Alfred  Colt,  of  Connecticut,  the  plans  and 
design  of  the  Soldiers'  National  cemetery,  as  laid  out  and  de- 
Blgned  by  Mr.  Wm.  Saunders,  waa  adopted  by  the  Convention. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr,  Alfred  Colt,  ot  Connecticut,  re- 
turning a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr,  Wm.  Saunders,  for  the  de- 
signs and  drawings  furnlBhed  gratuitously  tor  the  Soldiers' 
National  cemetery  at  Gettysburg,  Pa.;  which  was  t:=anl- 
pously  adopted. 

Kt.  Brown,  of  Ohio,  offered  the  following;  which  was 
adopted: 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Wm.  Saunders  be  authorized  to  furnish 
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Torty  pbotograpba  o(  the  plan  of  the  Soldiers'  National  r 
tery.  for  the  use  ot  the  Stales  having  Boldlere  burled  therein. 
David  WUIH,  President, 
W.  Y.  Selleck,  Secretary. 


To  the  Assembiy  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Extend  the 
Charter  of  the  Bank  of  Montgomery  County." 

Executive  Chamber, 
ilarrmbtii'g,  Jaouarj  T,  18C4. 
Oi'allemeD: — 

WITHIN  TEN  DAYS  OF  THE  ADJOURNMENT 
(if  the  hiBt  Legislature  a  bill  was  [troBunted  Top 
my  approval,  entitled  ''An  Act  to  extend  (he 
(rhiirter  of  the  Bank  of  Montgomery  County."  Sinrt' 
this  bill  i-aine  to  my  hands  I  have  receired  frutu  citi- 
zens, and  men  of  bnsiness,  in  Montgomery  county, 
communlcatiODS,  alleginfr  that  the  bank  is  not  so  con- 
ducted iis  (1)  he  lifueliciiil  to  tiic  (■<iiiuuiini(y  in  wliirh 
it  exists.  Tliesc  reprcsciitiilidns  ai'c  so  stroiifi.  and 
i-omc  from  i-iii/.i'iis  of  siicii  chaiaclcr  and  staiidiiif:. 
that  1  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  disrc;;ii[-d  llictn.  I  Ihcrc- 
forc  I'etiirti  tlic  bill  to  llie  Senate,  in  which  it  orfjiii- 
aied.  witliout  my  si ;;n at II re. 

II  is  iJii.pci-  to  add,  lliat  .■otinler  rc)iifscntilti"iis  have 
been  received  from  citizens  frieudiy  to  i!ic  bank.  The 
Fxciiitiv.-  lias  not  coiivcnii'iit  means,  nor-  would  llicie 
now  be  tijtie  to  examine  into  cotilestcd  fads.  If  it 
shonld  be  tlie  pli*;isoie  of  tlic  L.-psbilure,  before  Jiro- 
eeedint;  to  reconsider  Die  bill,  to  iiuesli^rate  the  liiilh 
of  Ibc  cmujibiints  made  a^'alnsl  the  baid<.  1  shall  be 
rnosl  ]i;i|ipv  lo  allord  them  access  to  Die  papers  on 
lile  in  lliis  Iie|>artmeiit. 

A.  G.  TFRTiy. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Relative  to  Mar- 
ket Companies." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  7,  1864. 
Ueotlemen : — 

I  HEREWITH  BETUEN  TO  THE  SENATE,  IN 
whioh  it  originated,  bill,  No.  612,  of  tbe  seesioD 
of  1863,  entitled  "An  act  relative  to  market  com- 
paoies,"  with  my  objections  to  the  same. 

There  are  many  companies  in  tbe  Commonwealth 
which  .own  landa,  and  carry  on  some  business  con- 
nected with  them.  Our  established  system  is  that 
snch  companies  should  pay  a  tax  on  their  lauds  as 
iodividuals  do,  and  should  also  pay  a  tax  on  their 
dividends  or  capital  stock,  by  reason  of  tbe  corporate 
privileges  which  they  have  found  it  couvenient  to  ob- 
tain, I  can  find  110  principle  ou  which  market  com- 
panies could  be  exempted  from  this  regulation  with- 
oat  doing  injustice  to  other  companies. 

To  exempt  all  companies  in  like  manner,  would  be, 
in  my  opinion,  to  needlessly  throw  away  a  large  rev- 
enue. The  tax  on  corporate  privileges  for  the  present 
year  amounts  to  f438,622  90,  of  which  a  considerable 
portion  is  derived  from  capital  Invested  in  real  estate. 

I  therefore  return  this  bill  without  my  approval. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 
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the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Im 
e  Pine  Forest  Improvement  Company." 

Executive  Cbamber, 
Uairisburg,  Janiiary  7,  1864. 
^Dtlemt^a: — 

^  THE  13TH  DAY  OF  APKIL  LAST,  THE  OEN- 
eral  Assembly  presented  for  my  approval  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Pine  Forest 
"ovement  compauy."  I  i-eturu  Ibis  bill  to  tbe  Sen- 
in  wbii^b  it  originated,  without  my  approval,  be- 
e,  in  my  opinion  ,tbe  proviso  to  tbe  second  section 
oting  that  the  provlgiooB  of  tbe  bill  sball  not 
y  to  two  thousand  acres  of  land  owned  on  or  in 
vicinity  of  said  stream,  by  tbe  estate  of  Anson  G. 
Ips,  or  Phelps,  Dodge  &  Co..  or  their  vendee  or 
lees  thereof)  is  unreasooable,  as  it  purports  to 
it,  to  tbe  owners  of  tbe  two  thousand  acres  re- 
sd  to,  special  privileges  and  advantages,  to  the 
udite  of  tho  ownera  of  the  other  lands  in  the 
lity. 

A.  O.  CUKTIX. 


the  Assembly  X'etoint;  "An  Act  Relative  to  the 
(Ivertisini,-  of  Vendors  of  l-"orcii?n  ^rcrclKuuiise 
tlie  City  of  riiiladclphia." 

l-:s<'cntivc  Cbamber. 
Ilarrisliiirf;.  'Ianii;iry  7.  ISfi-l. 
['ntlenieii : — 

[iKUEwrrn  itETCitx  to  tiir  senate:.  i\ 

wlii.h  i(  orijiinatcfl,  bill,  Xo.  (nil,  entitled  "An 
.\<f  rclaiivi'  lo  lli.-  advi-rtiwiny-  of  vendors  of  for- 
ineiv!i!i.Kli«c  ill  the  city  of  Pbiladel|.bia."  with 
ibjcflions  to  Ibe  same. 


:orporate    ^^^^B 
nber,  1 
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The  price  to  be  paid  for  tiie  advertising  of  the  llsta 
of  retailers  of  foreign  merchaQdize  is  fixed  at  a  rea- 
sonable and  adequate  rate,  b;  a  general  law  which 
regulates  it  throughout  the  State.  To  enact  a  special 
law  eBtablJshiug  a  different  and  greater  price  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  alone,  would,  in  my  opinion,  be 
doing  an  injustice  to  the  Coinnionwealtli,  and  to  the 
proprietors  of  newspapers  in  other  parts  of  the  State. 
It  is  obvious  that  this  bill,  if  enacted  into  a  law,  would 
increase  greatly,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  costs 
of  the  advertisements  in  question. 

I  therefore  return  this  bill  without  mj  approval. 
A.  G.  CUETIN. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  ".\n  Act  Relating  to  the 
Entry  of  Judgments  in  Bucks  County." 
Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  7,  1864. 
Gentlemen : — 

I  HEREWITH  RETURN  TO  THE  SENATE,  IN 
which  it  originated,  bill,  No.  278,  of  the  last  ses- 
RJon  of  the  General  Assembly,  entitled  "An  Act 
relating  to  the  entry  of  judgments  in  Bucks  county." 
This  bill  proposes  to  establish  for  Bucks  county  a 
different  rule  for  the  entry  of  judgments  or  transcripts 
of  judgments  in  that  county  from  that  which  is  estab- 
lished in  the  other  counties  of  the  State.  I  think  that 
the  laws  on  this  subject  ought  to  be  the  same  through- 
out the  Comnionwealtb.  If  there  have  been,  by  mis- 
take, mis-entries  of  judgments  in  Bucks  county,  I 
should  have  no  objection  a  bill  making  valid  those 
heretofore  made. 

I  return    this    bill   without    my  approval,  for  the 
reasons  above  given. 

A.  G.  CURTTN. 
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To  the  Assembly  \'etoing  "An  Act  Authorizing  the 
Surviving  Trustees  of  WilHani  Young's  Burial 
Ground  to  Exchange  and  Sell  Certain  Parts  There 
of." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Hflrrisbnrg,  January  7,  1864. 
tiontlenicD: — 

IUKRFAVITII  RETURN  TO  THE  SENATE,  IN 
wbirh  it  originated,  a  bill  preneuted  for  my  ap- 
prnval  on  tbe  I3tb  day  of  April  last,  entitled  "Ad 
Alt  uiithorizin|r  the  surviving  irusteea  of  Williaoi 
Young's  burial  ground  to  excUange  and  sell  certain 
parts  thereof."  This  bill  proposes  to  authonste  the 
BorFiving  IriiBlees  of  a  private  bnrial  groiiud  to  ex- 
change or  sell  such  portions  of  the  same  as  they  may 
deem  best  for  those  interested  therein.  If  the  courts 
have  power  to  grant  this  authority,  the  trustees  ran 
apply  to  them  to  obtain  it.  upon  proper  inquiry  and 


examination  and  a  hearing  < 

f  the  par 

icH  intei'ested 

in   feeling.     If  llicy  have   im 

,    1    i-aniii 

1    approve   lln' 

granting  of  it  l,y  sp,><-ial  l.-isl 

ili.m.      1 

lijoi;  that  sn.'h 

IcgislatiiiTL   would   In-  oiijust 

<>   til.-   li\ 

iig  aihl  disre- 

apectfiil  1o  the  r.-iiiaiiis  of  lli.' 

leiid. 

To  the  Assembly  \'cloini,r  -a  Supplement 
Incorporating  the  I'oniui^ii  ni  I'.L'thl'.'iic 
County  of  X<.rlh;mi])UHi." 


K> 


<'lia 


TTa 


■Tanu. 


7.  ISd-l. 
Cientletnen: — ■ 

TflF  CnXKKAL  ASSKMItl.V.  AT  ITS  LASTSES- 
sicui.  witliiu  li'o  days  of  ilic  adjournment,  pi'e- 
sented  for  my  approval,  »  lull,  i-iilitli-d  -A   sup 
plement  to  an  act  ineoijioraliMg  the  Immugh  of  Hethle- 
hem,  in  (lie  eounty  of  Northampton.'" 
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This  bill  providt'B  that  (subject  to  tlie  approbation 
of  a  majority  of  the  qualified  electors  of  the  boroagb) 
all  property,  real,  personal  or  mixed,  now  subject  to 
State  or  county  taxation,  shall  also  be  liable  to  taxa- 
tion for  boroDgh  purposes,  iu  the  borough  of  Bethle- 
hem. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  subjects  6f  borough  taxation 
are  already  as  extensive  .is  ia  consistent  with  the  wel- 
fare of  the  people,  or  with  a  wise  and  just  feeling 
on  the  part  of  the  Commonwealth. 

I  should  tliei'ufore  not  approve  a  bill  for  enlarging 
these  subjects;  still  less  ran  I  approve  this  bill,  which 
in  doing  so,  as  regards  the  borough  of  Rctblehem, 
makes  an  invidious  distinction,  by  giving  to  the  au- 
thorities of  that  borough  powers  which  are  denied  to 
those  of  all  other  boroughs  in  this  Commonwealth. 

I  therefore  return  this  bill  to  the  Kenate,  in  which 
it  originated,  without  my  approval. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "A  Further  Supplement  to 
the  Act  to  Incorporate  the  Borough  of  Marietta." 
Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisborg,  January  7.  1864. 
Gentlemen : — 

WITHIX  TEX  DAYS  OP  TOE  AD.IOURXMENT 
ot  the  last  Legislature,  a  bill  was  pi-esented 
for  my  approval,  entitled  "A  further  supple- 
ment to  the  act  to  incorporate  the  borough  of  Mari- 
etta." 

This  bill  proposes  to  authorize  the  authorities  of  the 
borough  of  Marietta  to  levy  a  tax  of  four  cents  per  ton 
on  all  iron  ore  carried  through  any  of  the  streets  of 
the  borough,  in  wagons  hauled  by  more  than  two 
horsei  or  mules. 
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I  think  it  would  be  unwise  to  authorize  a  toll  to  be 
levied  on  the  streets  of  a  borough,  and  therefore  return 
thiB  bill  to  Ihe  .Senate,  in  which  it  originated,  without 
my  approval. 

A.  G.  CUBTIN. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Prevent  the 
Paj'ment  of  Workmen  and  Laborers  in  Orders  on 
Store-Keepers." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Ilarrisburg,  January  7  ,1864, 
Oeutlemen: — 

IHEKEWITH  RETURN  TO  THE  SENATE,  IN 
which  it  originated,  bill,  No.  255,  of  the  Besalon 
of  1863,  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent  Ilie  payment 
of  workmen  and  laborers  in  orders  on  s  tore-keepers." 

This  bill  was,  I  presume,  passed  tor  Ihe  purpose  of 
carrying  out  a  reooramendation  made  io  my  annual 
message  of  Jjiiiuiiry,  LSI};!,  that  it  should  be  required 
by  law  that  wa^ics  be  so  paid  Miaf  llic  [■ciriient  may 
purchase  necessaries  foi'  liiiiiscif  and  his  faTiiily  where 
they  may  lie  had  best  and  ciicapi-sl ;  in  ntlu'r  words, 
that  wages  shall  lie  paid  in  money. 

I  earnestly  I'eiicat  the  I'ccoTiniii'nilarinn. 

The  bill  berewilh  reliinicd  doos  not  iiicbidc  all  eni- 
ploytTs  of  labor.  Iinl  only  iton-maslcrs,  fonnilcyuH-ii. 
colliers  and  factorymen.  or  companies,  agenis  or 
cleriis.  and  it  amy  he  donlufnl  wbelher  it  iirobihirs 
even  these  from  paying  wages  in  merchaadixe.  or  other 
articles,  directly  from  stores  or  shops  owned  by  Ihem- 
selves,  and  wilhont  giviTJg  any  iirintcd,  writfcn.  or 
verbal  order  for  the  same,  on  any  shopkeeper  or  store- 
keeper. The  penalties  inip<ised  by  the  second  section 
are  confiTicd  to  ironmasters,  foniidrynien.  colliers  iind 
factorymen.  and  do  no!  appear  tii  extend  to  any  in- 
corporated companies. 
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On  the  whole,  the  bill  Ib  so  imperfect  and  ambignoas 
that  I  have  determined  to  return  it  withont  my  ap- 
proval, especially  as  it  is  intended  to  protect  a  class 
of  men  who  ought  not  to  be  driven  to  litigation  to 
obtain  a  judicial  construction  of  doubtful  claims. 

I  hope  that  the  Legislature  will  pass  a  bill  on  this 
subject,  the  provisions  of  which  wilt  be  better  consid- 

A.  G.  CUBTIN. 


Inaugural  Address  to  the  Assembly. — 1864. 
Fellow-citizens  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives: 

CALLED  BY  THE  PARTIALITV  OF  MY  FELIX)W. 
citizens  to  the  office  of  Governor  of  Pennsylvania 
for  another  term,  I  appear  before  you  to  solemnly 
renew  the  prescribed  obligation  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  and  the  Constitution  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  discharge  the  re- 
Bponsibfe  trust  conHded  to  me  with  fidelity. 

When  first  summoned  before  you,  three  years  ago, 
to  assume  the  sacred  duties  of  the  Executive  ofDce, 
the  long  gathering  clouds  of  civil  war  were  about  to 
break  upon  our  devoted  country.  For  years,  treason 
bad  been  gath<;ring  in  might — had  been  appropriating 
to  Its  fiendish  lust  more  and  more  bountifully  of  the 
nation's  honors — had  grown  steadily  bolder  in  its  as- 
sumption of  power  until  it  had  won  the  tolerance, 
if  not  the  sanction,  of  a  formidable  element  of  popular 
strength,  even  in  the  confessedly  loyal  States.  The 
election  of  a  President  in  1860,  in  strict  conformity 
with  the  Constitution  and  the  laws^  though  not  the 
cause,  was  deemed  the  fit  occasion  for  an  organized 
SB— Vol.  VIII— »(h  Ser. 
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attempl  to  overthrow  the  whole  fabric  of  our  free  in- 
HtitntionB,  aud  pluoge  a  uatioo  of  thirty'  miIlioD»  of 
people  into  hopeless  aoarcliy.  The  grave  offence 
charged  against  the  President  elect  seemed  alone  to 
consiet  in  his  avowed  fidelity  to  the  Government,  and 
his  determiued  purpose  to  fnlfll  hie  solemn  covenant 
to  maintain  inviolate  the  Union  of  the  States,  When 
inaugurated,  he  found  States  In  open  rebellion,  dis- 
claiming allegiance  to  the  Government,  fraudulently 
appropriating  its  property  and  insolently  contemning 
1(8  authority. 

Treason  was  struggling  for  supremacy  in  every  de- 
partment of  administrative  power.  In  the  Cabinet 
it  feloniously  disarmed  us — our  arsenals  were  robbed 
to  enable  the  armies  of  crime  to  drench  a  continent 
in  fraternal  blood — our  coasts  were  left  comparatively 
defenceless,  to  fall  an  easy  prey  to  traitors — our  navy 
was  scattered  upon  distant  seas  to  render  the  Republic 
helpless  for  its  own  protection — officers,  educated, 
commissioned  and  sworn  to  defend  the  Government 
against  any  fot',  became  descricrs.  defied  Heaven  in 
shameless  perjury,  and  wilh  fratricidal  hands  drew 
their  swords  against  flic  country  of  their  allegiance, 
and  when  treason  had  thus  compleled  ils  pi'epanitions, 
wanton,  wicked  war  was  forced  upon  our  loyal  people, 

Kever  was  war  so  causeless.  The  North  had  sought 
no  sectional  triumph,  invaded  no  riglits,  inflicted  no 
wrongs  upon  Ihe  Soulh.  It  aimed  to  preserve  the  Re- 
publii-,  not  to  destroy  it,  and  even  when  rebellion  pre- 
sented the  sword  as  the  arbiter,  we  exhausted  every 
effort  consistent  with  the  existence  of  our  Government 
to  avert  the  bloody  drama  of  the  last  three  years. 
The  insolent  alternative  presented  by  treason  of  fatal 
dismemberment  or  inlerneiiue  war,  was  met  by  gen- 
erous efforts  to  avert  the  storm  of  death  which  threat- 
ened (o  fall;  bul  llie  leaders  of  the  rebellion  spurned 
peace,  unless  they  cijiild  f;lnt  their  infernal  ambition 
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over  the  ruins  of  the  noblest  and  freest  Government 
ever  devised  bj  man. 

Three  years  of  bloody,  wnstiDg  war,  and  the  horrible 
samfice  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  lives  attest  the  des- 
peration of  their  purpose  to  overthrow  our  liberties. 
MonrniDg  and  sorrow  spread  over  the  entire  iiation, 
and  defeat  and  desolation  are  the  terrible  trophies 
won  by  the  traitor's  band.  Our  people  have  been 
sorely  tried  by  disasters,  but  in  the  midst  of  the  deep- 
est gloom  tbey  have  stood  with  unfaltering  devotion 
to  the  great  cause  of  our  common  country.  Belying 
upon  the  ultimate  triumph  of  the  right,  they  have 
proved  theiuHelves  equal  to  the  stern  duty,  and  worthy 
of  their  rich  inheritance  of  freedom.  Their  fidelity  baa 
been  well  rewarded.  In  God's  own  good  time,  He  has 
asserted  His  avenging  power;  and  as  this  war  is  now 
persisted  in  by  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion,  it  has 
become  evident,  that  slavery  and  treason,  the  fountain 
and  stream  of  discord  and  death,  must  soon  share  a 
common  grave. 

In  this  struggle  for  our  honored  nationality,  Penn- 
sylvania has  won  immortal  fame.  Despite  the  teach- 
ings of  the  faillilcsH  and  the  liesilatiun  of  tlie  timid, 
she  has  promptly  and  generously  met  every  demand 
made  upon  her,  whether  to  repel  invasion  or  to  fight 
the  battles  of  the  Union,  whenever  and  AttreT*4r  bnr 
people  w^re  demanded.  Upon  very  field  inilifa  luBtoriv 
and  sacred  by  the  valor  of  our  troops,  some  of  the 
martial  youth  of  Pennsylvania  have  fallen.  There  ia 
scarce  a  hospital  that  has  not  been  visited  by  our 
kind  offices  to  the  sick  and  wounded;  there  is  not  a 
department  in  which  brave  men  do  not  answer  with 
pride  to  the  name  of  our  noble  State,  and  while  history 
endures,  loyal  hearts  will  turn  with  feelings  of  national 
pride  to  Gettysburg,  where  the  common  deliverance 
of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Union  will  stand  recorded  in 
the  unsurpassed  glory  of  that  bloody  field. 
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I  nepd  hardly  renew  mj  pledge,  that  during  the  terin 
of  oltii'e  on  whiuh  I  am  about  to  enter,  I  will  give  my 
whole  moral  iind  offifial  power  to  the  prosecution  of 
this  war,  and  in  aiding  the  National  OoverDiuent  in 
every  effort  to  secure  early  and  complete  Buceess 
our  malignant  foca. 

For  the  preservation  ot  our  national  life,  all  things 
should  be  subordinated.  It  is  the  first,  highest, 
noblest  duty  of  the  citizen — it  is  his  protection  in 
person,  property,  and  all  civil  and  religious  privileges; 
and  for  its  perpetuity  in  form  and  power,  he  owes  all 
his  etfortK,  his  inHueoce.  his  means,  and  his  life.  To 
compromise  with  treason,  would  be  but  to  give  it  re- 
newtfd  exiaience.  and  enable  it  again  to  plunge  us  into 
another  causeless  war. 

In  the  destruction  of  the  military  ]iower  of  the  rebel- 
lion is  alone  the  hope  of  peace;  for  while  armed  rebels 
march  over  the  soil  of  any  State,  no  real  freedom  can 
prevail,  and  no  governmental  authority,  consistent 
with  the  genius  of  our  free  institutions,  can  properly 
operate. 

Tlie  people  of  every  Stati'  luv  entitled  under  rlie 
Constitution  to  the  pi'otoction  of  the  (lovcrnnieut, 
and  to  give  tliiit  proti'ctiou  fully  and  fairly,  rebellion 
must  be  disarmed  and  trodden  in  the  dust,  liy  these 
means  and  tliese  alone,  nxix  we  have  eiidnriii;:  union. 
|;i'ospprity  and  jieare.  .\s  in  the  jiast.  1  will  in  ihe 
future,  in  faitlifui  obedieiK-.-  to  (he  natli  T  have  taken, 
spare  no  means — witiiliold  no  jiower  wliii'li  can 
strer^f^'tiien  the  <loveninii>nl  in  this  conflict.  To  the 
nieasures  of  the  citixens  chosen  (o  administer  the 
Naliov.al  novei'imient  adopted  to  promote  otir  great 
a'si',  I  will  give  luy  cordial  a|iproval  and  earnest  co- 
f  [leratiim.  II  is  the  cause  of  ronstilutiniial  liberty  and 
law. 

T'nwri-s  wbi.'b  are  essenlial  (o  our  .■oinmon  safety 
(hal  (he  Ivvemtivi-  will  be  faithless.- and  held  guiltv 
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should  now  be  wisely  and  fearleaaly  administered,  and 
before  tlie  world,  wbo  should  fail  to  wield  the  might 
of  the  Government  for  its  own  preservation. 

The  details  of  my  views  on  the  measures  which  I 
recommend  are  contained  in  my  recent  annual  mes- 
sage, and  need  not  here  be  repeated. 

1  beg  to  return  to  the  generous  people  of  my  native 
State  my  hearty  thanks  for  their  unfaltering  support 
and  continued  con&dence.  They  bave  sustained  me 
amid  many  trying  hours  of  otSeial  embarrassment. 
Among  all  these  people,  to  none  am  I  more  indebted 
than  to  the  soldiers  of  Pennsylvania,  and  I  here  pledge 
to  those  brave  men  my  untiring  exertions  in  their 
behalf,  and  my  most  anxious  efforts  for  their  future 
welfare,  and  I  commend  here,  as  I  bave  frequently 
done  before,  those  dependant  upon  them,  to  the  foster- 
ing care  of  the  State. 

I  cannot  close  this  address  without  an  earnest 
prayer  to  the  Most  nigh  that  He  will  preserve,  pro- 
tect and  guard  our  beloved  country,  guiding  with  Di- 
vine power  and  wisdom,  our  government,  State  and 
Kational;  and  I  appeal  to  my  fellow-citizens,  here  and 
elsewhere,  in  our  existiug  embarrassments,  to  lay 
aside  all  parti7.an  feelings,  and  unite  in  a  bearty  and 
earnest  effort  to  support  the  common  cause  which 
involves  the  welfare  of  us  all. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, I  pray  you,  in  God's  name,  let  us.  in  tbis  era  in 
the  history  of  the  world,  set  an  example  of  unity  and 
concord  in  the  support  of  all  measures  for  the  preser- 
vation of  this  great  Republic. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 
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To  the  Assembly  Concerning  Certain   Financral  In- 
terests of  the  Commonwealth, 

Executivf:  Chaoiber, 
Harriaburg,  January  20, 1864. 
Ocntlemen: — 

I  FEEL  IT  TO  BE  MY  DUTY  TO  INVITE  YOUR 
atlention  again  to  the  neceBsity  of  prompt  legisla- 
lion  on  the  Bubjfrt  of  the  payment  of  the  intereat 
which  will  fall  due  on  the  Ist  day  of  February.  It  is 
understood  that  the  banks  at  the  large  eommercial 
points  in  the  Slate  have  so  reduced  their  circnlatioo 
that  they  can  at  any  time  redeem  it  in  coin,  and  will 
uo  doubt  do  BO  if  the  act  of  1862  be  left  iu  force.  This 
will  leave  few,  or  no  banks,  subject  to  that  act,  except 
those  in  the  interior,  whose  circulation  is  large,  and 
who  cannot  redeem  it.  To  api>ortion  the  premium  in 
gold  on  the  half  year's  interL-st,  would  probably  render 
them  bankrupt  and  would  not  procure  the  necesBary 
amount.  Going  into  more  detail  than  was  necessary 
in  my  annual  mesaagL',  I  would  observe  that  Ihe  in- 
U'reKt  on  certain  loans  to  a  siiiall  amount  (say  k-ss 
than  $(;,;-00,ono)  is  by  the  provisions  of  the  acts  rre- 
ating  them,  required  t(»  be  paid  ia  specie.  These  are 
called  the  inclined  phnie  loan  and  Ihe  coupon  loans. 
and  they  were  created  undi-r  the  acts  nf  lllth  of  .\pril. 
184ft.  2d  of  April,  1S52,  lib  of  May.  1S.-.2,  and  IDth  of 
April.  lf<5:i.  The  annual  inlcrest  on  them  is  less  than 
f3:t0.flOII.  This  inlen-st  I  rcomiiieiHl  to  be  paid  in 
coin,  or  its  eipiivalent.  so  aw  ntil  to  show  an  unwilling- 
ness to  comply  with  even  an  obligatioii  that  riiif;hl  be 
considered  doubtful. 

I  cannot,  however.  <iiail  calling  your  afterition  to  the 
fact  thai  the  inscftinn  in  th,'  acts  refeiTed  tn,  of  the 
sti|iulal!on  for  payment  of  iutei'cst  in  specie,  appears 
to  demonsirale  that  the  coiisti'uction  put  liy  me  on 
the  extent  of  the  obligation  under  ihe  loan  acts  not 
containing  such  stipulation  is  correct. 
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The  loans  under  tbe  last  mentioned  acts  form  the 
great  masB  of  our  public  debt,  and  amount  to  more 
than  133,000,000. 

Tbe  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  Ist  of  December 
last  was  less  than  f2,200,000.  To  pay  the  interest  on 
the  iBt  of  February,  in  coin,  will  require  probably  more 
than  |l,50O,0O0,  and  on  the  first  Monday  of  March  the 
sum  to  be  paid  to  the  banks,  on  their  specie  certifi- 
cates, under  act  of  30th  of  January,  1863,  will,  at  the 
present  price  of  gold,  be  more  than  |1,000,000.  This 
will  probably  exhaust  the  funds  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  leave  the  Treasury  for  the  time  without  the  means 
to  defray  the  extraordinary  expenses  of  governmeDt, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  large  extending  payments  already 
directed  by  law. 

I  do,  again,  most  earnestly  recommend  immediate 
action  on  the  subject. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 


To  the  Senate  Giving  Notice  of  the  Appointment  of 
Eli  Slifer  to  be  Secretary  of  the  Comin  on  wealth. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  20,  1864. 
To  tbe  Hon.  John  P.  Penney, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate: 
Sir:— 

BE  PLEASED  TO  INFORM  THE  SENATE  THAT  I 
hare  this  day  appointed  and  commissioned  Eli 
Slifer  to  be  Secretary  of  tbe   Commonwealtli, 
agreeably  to  the  eighth  section  of  the  second  article 
of  the  Constitution, 

I  have  the  honor  to  he.  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 
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To  the  Senate  Giving  Notice  of  the  Appointment  of 
WiUiam  M.  Meredith  to  be  Attorney  General. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisbm-g,  January  20,  1864. 
To  the  HoQ.  JoliD  P.  Penney, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate: 
Sir;— 

BE  PLEASED  TO  INFORM  THE  SENATE  THAT  I 
have  thia  day  appointed  and  commissioDed  Wil- 
liam M.  Meredith  to  be  Attorney  General  of  the 
Comnioo wealth,  agreeably   (o   the   pi-ovjgioDB  of   the 
lift  approved  April  21,  A.  D.  1857. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  eervant. 

A.  a.  CURTIN. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  a  Document  Relative 
to  the  Navijration  of  the  Ohio  River. 

Exci'iitive  (.'hainbcr, 
Uariisliurt;.  .January  L*!!.  1S64. 
f.JeiitU'incQ: — 

IN  COMPI.IAN<'E  WITH  TflH  RKQT'EST  OF  HIS 
Exi-elk'iu-y.  the  (ii.veirn.i-  of  Wi-st  Virpiiiia.  1  hnve 
the  honor  to  heffivith  Iraiismit  a  ro|)y  of  rertaiu 
ifsohition-s  relatinj;  t<>  thi-  iinii-zalioii  of  tlieOliio  river, 
adopted  by  the  U^'ishitur.-  ..f  rhai  State  on  (he  24lh 
day  of  October.  1803. 

A.  G.  CrRTlN. 

JOINT  RESOLUTIONS  OP  THTi:  LEGISLATURE  OF  WEST 
VIRGINIA,  REI^TING  TO  THE  NAVIGATION  OF  THE 
OHIO  RIVER. 

"Whereas,  By  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  oT  Virginia, 
passed  on  (he  eighteenth  clay  of  December,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eit;hty-nlne,  preparatory  to  the 
ereclloQ  ot  the  district  of  Kent«eky,  then  wilhln  the  Jurisdic- 
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tlon  of  the  state  of  VlrKinla,  Into  an  Independent  State  of 
the  United  Statea,  It  waa.  among  other  things,  enacted,  that 
"the  use  and  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river,  bo  far  as  the  terrl- 
torr  of  Kentucky  or  of  Virginia  .'lea  thereon,  ahall  be  free 
and  common  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States;"  which  was 
oonflrmed  hy  another  act  of  the  said  General  Assembly,  passed 
on  the  thirteenth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
elKht  hundred,  after  the  erection  of  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
whereby  the  State  of  Virginia,  relinquished  to  the  United 
States  any  right  she  may  have  had  tn  the  exclusive  navigation 
of  BO  much  of  the  said  river  na,  previously  to  the  cession  of 
the  North-West  Territory,  and  the  erection  of  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  was  entirely  within  ber  territory  and  Jurisdiction: 

"And  whereas,  The  eald  river  is  a  navigable  highway  of 
commerce  between  dllterent  States  of  the  Union,  and  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  has,  from  the  earliest  period  In 
the  administration  of  Its  power  to  regulate  commerce  among 
the  several  States,  claimed  and  exercised  the  right  to  regulate 
the  navigation  of  the  said  river  to  the  eiclu^on  ol  tbe  States 
binding  thereon,  and  has  moreover  derived  a  considerable 
revenue  from  tbe  enrolment  and  licensing  of  vessels  navigat- 
ing the  same,  and  has  estsbllBhed  ports  of  entry  at  Its  head 
and  other  places  tbereon: 

"And  whereas,  It  Is  tbe  duty,  as  It  Is  the  right,  of  C<Hi- 
gress,  and  In  accordancj  with  Its  long  established  policy,  to 
promote  and  facilitate  commerce  between  the  several  Statea, 
by  the  Improvement  of  navigable  rivers  constituting  Its  im- 
mediate channels;  and  this  duty  in  reference  to  the  Ohio 
river  has  l>een  repeatedly  acknowledged  by  the  passage  and 
execution,  from  time  to  time,  of  laws  having  In  view  the  par- 
tial improvement  thereof: 

"And  whereas.  The  war  prosecuted  for  the  suppression 
of  the  existing  rebellion,  and  part'/ularly  some  of  Its  more  re- 
cent events  have  forcibly  demonstrated  that  the  safety  In  time 
of  war  and  Insurrection  of  several  of  the  States,  especially 
of  those  binding  on  tbe  said  river,  imperatively  demands  that 
the  navigation  thereof  should  be  so  improved  and  maintained 
as  to  place  and  keep  It,  at  all  times,  in  a  condition  to  permit 
the  free  passage,  throughout  Its  whole  course,  of  armed  ves- 
sels, and  the  easy  transportation  of  troops  and  munitions  of 
war  from  point  to  point  on  Its  banks,  and  between  distant 
sections  of  the  Union: 

"And  whereas,  This  Legislature  Is  Informed  that  Congress, 
Ht  Its  aprpoachlng  session,  will  be  again  urged  to  appropriate 
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the  extraordinary  sum  of  seventeen  million  ot  doIT&rs't 
improvement  of  the  Illtnoia  and  New  York  canals,  each  lying 
wholly  within  tbe  bounds  ot  a  single  State,  and  neither  of 
tbem  constituting,  by  Itself,  a  channel  ot  commerce  between 
tiitlerenl  Stales,  on  tbe  alleged  ground  of  the  necessity  of 
such  improvement  In  time  ot  war  or  insurrection,  and  particu- 
larly in  time  o(  war  with  a  foreign  power  with  whom  we  are 
now  at  peace: 

"And  whereas,  Tbe  improTement  of  the  said  canals  as  pro- 
posed, would.  In  the  absence  ot  tbe  thorough  and  permanent 
improvement  ot  the  Ohio  river,  tend  to  divert  from  this  and 
other  States,  a  large  portion  ot  t)ie  commerce  and  transporla- 
tioa  they  now  enjoy,  and  to  deprive  them  of  advantages  they 
might  otherwise  derive  from  the  projected  railroad  to  the 
Pacific   ocean;     therefore 

"Resolved  by  the  Legislature: 

"I.  The  Senators  and  Representatives  of  this  State,  In 
Congress,  are  earnestly  requested  to  endeavor  to  obtain  from 
that  body,  the  early  passage  ot  an  act  providing  for  the  ade- 
quate and  permanent  Improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  river,  with  an  approprlKtton  of  funds  sufficient  for  the 
purpose 

"2,  The  legislatures  ot  all  other  States  interested  are  ra- 
quested  to  co-operate  In  effecting  the  object  Indicated  in  the 
foregoing   resolution, 

"3.  The  Governor  is  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  this 
preamble  and  resolutions  to  the  Executives  ot  each  of  the 
States  binding  on  tbe  Ohio  river,  and  of  such  other  States 
as  are  Immediately  interested  in  the  navigation  thereof,  with 
a  request  to  lay  the  same  before  their  respective  Legislatures. 

"Adopted   October  24,   1S63. 
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Proclamation  to  Citizens  of  the  State  Volunteering 
for  Military  Service  Urging  Them  to  Enlist  in  the 
Volunteer  Regiments  of  the  Commonwealth  and 
not  in  Those  of  Other  States. 
PfDDBjIvaoia,  as. 

IN   THE    NAME    AND    BY 
the  Authority  of  the  Com- 
moDwealth  of  Penosylva- 
nia.     ANDREW  G.  CURTIN. 
Governor  of  the  said  Common- 


wealth. 


A  PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas,  For  some  time  past  it  has 
.  bi^en  known  that  perso&e,  professing 
hto  he  agents  of  other  States,  have  been 
abiisilr  tampering  with  oor  citizens  at 
'  home  and  in  the  army,  endeavoring,  hy 
false  representations,  to  induce  indi- 
viduals to  enter  or  re-enter  the  service  as  from  those 
States,  and  remoiistrances  have  been  in  vain  made 
iigainst  the  conlliiuiince  of  this  paltry  system  of  se- 
duction: 

And  whereas,  rnformation  has  now  been  received 
that  one  of  the  regiments  of  Pennsylvania  has  en- 
listed almost  bodily  as  from  another  State;  and  it 
appears  to  be  necessary  to  fake  some  public  means 
to  put  our  citizens  on  (heir  guard  against  the  arts 
liy  which  results  so  disastrous  to  the  men  and  their 
families  may  be  effected  in  others  of  her  regiments 
which  Pennsylvania  has  delighted  to  honor. 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Andrew  G.  Curtin,  Governor  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  do  issue  this,  my 
proclamation,  addressed  to  all  citizens  of  the  Common- 
wealth, but  especially  and  emphatically  to  her  veter- 
ans in  the  army,  cautioning  them  against  allowing 
themselves  to  be  seduced  from  her  service.  By  en- 
listing in  regiments  of  other  States  they  deprive  their 
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familieB  at  home  of  that  geuerous  and  libeml  Bid 
which  our  law  bag  provided  for  them  as  a  right,  aud 
not  as  a  fharit.t;  the_v  will  not  enjoy  the  right  of  suf- 
frage which  an  approaching  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution will  give  to  our  absent  volunteers;  they  cut 
themselves  loose  from  the  ties  which  bind  them  to 
their  homes,  and  which  bind  Pennsylvania  to  give 
them  constant  care  and  assistance  in  the  field,  an  obli- 
gation which  our  State  has  never  neglected.  If 
wounded  or  sick,  they  will  no  longer  be  fostered  by  our 
agents,  and  received  with  applause  aud  c»nBiderattun. 
as  men  who  have  done  honor  to  I'eaasylvania;  thev 
bring  the  history  of  their  regiments  to  an  abrupt  close; 
their  names  will  no  longer  bo  entered  on  our  rolls; 
all  the  glorious  recollections  of  their  valor  and  suffer- 
ings will  be  sickened  by  the  tact  that  they  have  aband- 
oned their  native  State,  deserted  the  great  Commnn- 
wealth  uuder  whose  banner  they  have  earned  for 
themselves  and  for  her  the  highest  reputation  for 
courage  and  all  the  martial  virtues;  and  that  tliey 
have  done  this  undo'  iiidiiccuienlH  wliicli  are  in  fart 
unfounded,  and  at  lln'  vciy  time  when  theii'  ftieiids 
and  neighbors  at  lumn-  wi-i'i'  pn-piuinfj  for  tlierii  bmin- 
ties  probably  lai'gt-r  than  rlmsc  .illV-rcil  l.y  .lihcr  Stah-s. 
and  certainly  inuch  larger,  if  rhc  sTipimit  jHlurded  to 
their  families  be  taken  iiilo  ar.-oiinf. 

I  ihercfore  appeal  to  onr  ridiil.-  v.iliirili-iTw  no)  to 
abandon  the  (N)r[itin)uwfalih.  Slu'  has  been  iirmid  of 
tlie  glory  which  (heir  i-oiirse  hilli<-rl(i  has  shed  ahiind 
antly  on  her.  As  a  iimtlier  she  lias  a  rinlit  (o  rlie 
honors  to  be  won  in  fiilui'i"  by  her  rhildrcn.  Slaiid 
by  her,  and  she  will  stand  by  yon.  and  vou  will  have 
the  richest  rewai'd  in  the  f;ratcfnl  alli-rliinis  ami  sym- 
pathies of  your  families,  your  fricmls.  yntii-  nei^-hbors. 
and  your  fellow  cili/.eus. 

Hut  if  you  leave  her  for  llie  si-cvin-  or  other  States, 
vou  throw  awav  all  these,  for  Ihi'ir  people  will  re^'ard 
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yoa  merely  as  mercenaries,  and  when  they  have  tal- 
fllled  tbeir  bargaioB,  will  leave  you  and  your  families 
to  shift  for  yourselveB.  Recollect  yonr  homes,  and 
your  families,  and  your  friends,  and  the  banners  which 
you  bare  carried  so  gloriously  upon  many  a  Moody 
field,  and  which,  defaced  by  shot  and  shell,  but  still 
bearing  the  names  of  the  battles  In  which  you  have 
beeD  distinguisbed,  she  has  provided  for  receiving 
at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  preBer\-ing  as  holy  relics 
of  your  patriotism  and  devotion  to  the  cause  of  our 
common  country.  These  things  are  worth  more  to 
yon  aod  to  your  children  than  money.  Do  not  grieve 
and  disappoint  your  friends  by  abandoning  them  all. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  enjoin  upon  all  Magistrates, 
District  Attorneys  and  other  officerH,  a  strict  vigilance 
in  enforcing  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  against 
all  persons  who  shall,  within  this  State,  attempt  to 
recruit  volunteers  for  other  States. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  great  seal  of  the 
State,  at  Harrisburg,  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  Febru- 
ary, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hn:>- 
dred  and  sixty  four,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the 
eighty-eighth. 

(Signed.)  A.  G.  CURTIS. 

By  the  Governor: 
Eli  Slifer, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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To  tlie  Senate  Nominating  General  James  L.  Rey- 
nolds to  be  Quartermaster  General  of  the  Statu  Mil- 
itia. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg.  March  10, 1864. 
Gentlemen: — 

I  HEREBY  NOMINATE.  FOH  THE  ADVICE  AND 
poiisciit  of  the  Senate.  Gen.  James  L.  Reynolds,  of 
the  city  of  Lancaster,  to  be  Qiiartprmaster  Oeneral 
in  the  general  staff  of  the  militia  nf  the  Common  woalth, 
(appointed  November  6,  ISfiS.) 

.\,  G,  CURTIX. 


^To  the  Senate  Nominating  Lewis  H.  Funk  to  be  Su- 
^^  perintendent  of  Public  Priming. 

Exeoiitivf  Chamber, 
HaiTisburp,  Marrh  111,  lRfi4. 
Senators: — 

I  DO  ilJ'JREnV  NO^UN.ATE  FOR  THE  ADVICE 
and  eoncfnt  of  the  Senair-,  Lewis  TL  Funk,  -if  the 
county  of  NorthunilHU'Iand,  to  lie  Sn|»Tintendi'nt 
of  Public  I'l-intiiiR,  af;reeal>ly  to  the  provisiniis  of  tlic 
act  approved  the  HtJi  day  of  .\jiri].  A  D.  isr>0,  entilled 
"Aa  Act  relative  to  public  jirintiu};,"  (apiirovcil  Mjiy 
30,  1863.) 

A.  G.  CDRTIX. 
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To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  a  List  of  Taxable  In- 
habitants. 

Executive  Cbanibei-, 
Harrisburg,  Marcb  30,  1864. 
QeDtlemeo: — 

AS  REQUIRED  BY  LAW,  I  HEREWITH  LAY  BE- 
fore  }'ou  a  list  of  the  taxable  InhabitaDts,  deaf 
and  dumb  and  blind  i>erBonB,  within  this  Com- 
iDODwealth,  so  far  aa  tbe  same  can  be  ascertained  from 
the  returoB  received  from  the  several  counties.  The 
original  lists,  as  returned  by  the  county  commission- 
era,  have  been  deposited  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Hoase 
of  Representatives, 

Circulars,  calling  attention  to  the  requirements  of 
the  law,  were  addressed  and  forwarded  by  the  Secr<* 
tary  of  tbe  Commonwealth,  to  tbe  commissioners  of 
the  several  counties  in  June  last.  Similar  notices 
were  subsequently  issued  to  the  commissioners  of 
counties  whose  returns  bad  been  delayed. 

The  lists  transmitted  herewith,  embrace  returns 
from  all  the  counties  save  Greene.  Township,  bor- 
ough and  ward  lists  have  not  yet  been  received  from 
a  number  of  counties.  These  lists  will  be  submitted 
to  you  as  soon  as  received. 

Comparatively  few  of  the  returns  made  are  in  strict 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law.  In  sev- 
eral instances  no  enumeration  accompanied  the  lists. 
In  such  cases  tbe  enumerations  were  made  in  the  ofBce 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 
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e  Senate  Nominating  Trustees  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Lunatic  Hospital. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg.  April  11,  1864. 
atora : — 

>  HEREBY  NOMINATE.  FOR  THE  ADVICE 
id  ooosent  of  tbc  Seiiatp.  id  conformitv  with  Ihe 
?quireiiients  of  the  flftb  section  of  the  act  of 
ibly  of  the  14lh  of  April,  A.  D.  1845.  eatabliehiog 
flum  for  the  insane  poor  of  tlie  Coraiaonwealth. 
Green,  Esq.,  of  the  conntv  of  Huntingdon,  and 
'w  J.  Jones,  Esq.,  and  George  Dock,  M.  D.,  of  tbe 
F  of  Dauphin,  to  be  trustees  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Lunatic  Hospital,  for  three  years,  to  be  rom- 
from  the  seventh  day  of  February  last  past. 
A.  Q.  CURTIN. 


e  Assembly  Conceniinij  Provisions  for  the  Or- 
ns  of  Pennsylvania  \"ohnitecrs  \v!io  Died  in  the 
vice. 

Kxecutivi'  Ciiamher. 
Hiirrisbiirf;.  .\pril  i:i.  lSti4. 
itlenien: — 

WE  IIERETOFOUE  INVITED  THE  ATTEX- 
on  of  the  LetrislaHire  to  the  sulijerl  of  inaintain- 
ip  and  educating;,  at  (lie  pulilii-  expense,  such 
n  children  of  I'eiinsylvania  volunteers,  who  have 
II  tlie  imblic  sei-vice.  as  may  be  destitute  of  otlier 
i  (U-  aid.  I  have  since  ciiuscd  iiniuii'ipH  to  be 
through  tlie  si-hool  deparliiient  and  otherwise. 
;ai'd  (o  the  probahle  iiumlier  of  sufh  orphans. 
.  been  found,  however,  inipossilile  to  obtain  relt- 
iiformation  in  so  short  a  time,  but  in  my  opinion 
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the  Dumber  to  be  at  preeent  provided  for  will  not  ex- 
ceed ODe  tbousand.  I  submit  to  ttie  wisdom  of  the 
Legislature  the  propriety  of  making  early  provision 
on  the  subject,  merely  auggestitig  that  the  orphans 
should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  committed  to  the  care 
of  persons  of  the  same  religions  denominations  as 
their  parents.  I  would  also  remind  the  Legislature 
that  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  donated  by  thi.' 
PennsylvaDia  railroa'd  company,  is  subject  to  my  order, 
and  could  be  properly  appropriated  towards  the  ex- 
penses to  be  incurred. 

A.  Q.  CURTIN. 


To  the  Senate  Replying  to  a  Resolution  of  that  Body 
Concerning  Certain  War  Damages. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisfourg,  April  15,  1864. 
Gentlemen : — 

I  HAVE  RECEIVED  THE  FOLLOWING  BESOLtJ- 
tion  of  the  Senate: 

Iq  the  Sf^nate, 
April  12,  no*. 

"Whereas,  At  the  last  aeseloa  of  the  Legislature  of  this 
Commonwealth,  an  act  was  passed  to  provide  for  the  adju- 
dication and  payment  ot  claims  arising  from  the  toss  of  horsea 
and  other  propertjr,  taken  or  destroyed  In  the  border  connttee, 
by  the  rebels,  in  October,  A.  D.  1862,  and  for  property  and 
horses  Impressed  for  the  military  of  the  State,  In  September, 
A.  D.  1SG2: 

"And  whereas.  The  second  section  of  eald  act  directs'  the 
Governor  ot  this  Commonwealth,  after  the  Bald  losses  and 
damages  shall  have  been  ascertained  by  the  commlBsloa  ap- 
pointed under  said  act,  to  make  claim  thereof  from  the  Qen- 
eral  Government,  and  should  he  fail  to  secure  payment  of 
the  same,  or  anj  party  thereof,  then  he  Is  directed  to  report 
the  same  to  the  next  Legislature,  recommending  such  actlor 
u  be  may  deem  Just  and  proper: 
J8— Vol,  VIII~4th  Ser. 
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"And  whereaa,  The  people  ot  tbe  border  < 
tremely  dt-slrcuB  oF   kaowlng  tbo  condition  ot  tbelr  claims 
for  the  loBsee  and  damiLges  as  aloresatd;    Llierefore, 

"Retiolved,  That  th^  Governor  ot  ihla  CommonwealUi  is 
hereby  respeclfuUy  requested  to  inform  the  Senate  whether 
elttim  baa  been  made  as  aloreeaid.  from  the  General  Govern- 
ta«nt,  and  If  ao,  the  action  of  the  General  Government  in  refer- 
ence thereto. 

"GEO.  W.  HAMERSLY." 

And  have  the  honor  to  reply: 

That  I  have  received  the  report  of  tlie  commisBionPi's 
appointed  by  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  Dauphio 
county,  under  act  of  22d  April,  1863,  and  have  trana- 
luitled  it,  with  a  claim  for  payment,  to  the  Presidtut 
of  the  I'nited  States,  from  whom  I  have,  aa  yet,  uo 
reply. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 


1  repli 


I^ 


the   .\ssemi)ly   Concerning   the    Reserve   Corps, 
with  Correspondence  Relating  Thereto. 

E.\ecntire  Chamber, 
Harrishin-};.  April  15,  1864. 

lentlcmen: — 

(■(I.Ml'LIAXCE  WITH  TilE  RESOLl'TION  OF 
tlip  Senate  of  the  6th  inatant,  I  herewith  communi- 
the  coiTcspniidonce  which  I  have  had  with 
authorities  at  Washington,  on  the  subject  of  the 
erve  Corps,  and  refer  to  other  correspondence  on 

same   subject,   which   was   communicated   in   my 
isage  of  the  I2th  and  14th  of  January,  1863: 
think  it  pi'oper  to  add.  that  tbe  report  of  Col.  Fry, 
Provost  Marabnl  General  of  the  TTiiited  States,  on 
communication   to   the  President  of  the  24th  of 
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November,  1863,  was  transmitted  to  me,  with  a  letti'i- 
from  the  President,  dated  9th  of  December,  1863. 

The  foarth  head  of  the  arrangemeDt,  thus  Hanction- 
ed,  was  howerer  not  carried  out,  as  the  volunteers  who 
were  enlisted  did  not  remain  under  mj  control,  or  at 
camps  or  rendezvous,  or  under  commanders  designated 
bj  me,  as  was  provided  bj  that  arrangement.  Tbe  au- 
thorities of  the  United  States  took  the  control  of  the 
volnnteers  immediately  on  their  enlistment,  and  lo- 
cated the  camps  and  rendezvous,  and  appointed  the 
commanders,  and  in  fact  assumed  the  whole  arrange- 
ment themselves. 

In  connection  with  the  letters  relating  to  the  re- 
cruiting among  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  by  agents 
of  other  States,  it  is  right  to  say,  that  after  the  refer- 
ence to  General  Meade,  mentioned  in  Col,  Vincent's 
letter  of  the  25th  of  February  last,  General  Meade 
promptly  issued  an  order  prohibiting  such  proceedings 
in  future,  and  thus  preventing  further  efforts  to  seduce 
our  men.  The  War  Department  also  made  a  regula- 
tion on  the  subject,  as  will  be  seen  by  General  Canby's 
letter  to  me,  dated  3Ist  of  March  last. 

In  my  letter  to  the  President  of  the  4th  of  March  last, 
it  will  be  observed  that  I  stated  my  belief  that  two 
regiments  of  the  Reserve  Corps  had  never  been  must- 
ered into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  other  regiments  of  that  corps  have  not  been 
BO  mustered. 

It  is  under  existing  circumstiiDces,  much  to  be  ap- 
prehended, that  a  large  portion  of  the  Reserve  Corps 
will  not  be  re-enlisted.  The  financial  condition  of  the 
State  causes  me  to  hesitate  to  recommend  an  attempt 
to  take  the  volunteers,  who  are  thus  to  be  discharged, 
into  the  service  of  the  State,  and  after  recruiting  them 
to  their  full  standard,  to  keep  them  for  the  defence 
of  our  southern  border.  Such  a  corps  would  give  ef- 
fectnal  security  to  the  people  of  the  border  counties 
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t  future  raifle.  They  hare  already  aufl'ered 
/  by  rebel  depredatiuoe.  and  iDasmueli  as  Ihe 
will  doubtless,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war, 
isteut  with  the  maintenance  of  her  credit,  with 
L-ustonied  liberality,  make  compensation  for  the 

thus  sustained,  it  may  he  a  queation  whether 
:onomy  would  not  be  observed  by  adopting  the 

of  maintaining   a   force   sufficient   to   prevent 
r  losses  of  the  same  character. 
onnection  with  this  subject,  I  again  urge  the 
ity  of  an  efficient  militia  law. 

A.  G.  CUBTIN. 


Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  ifov.  24,  1863. 
—It  is  not  odI;  my  daty,  but  my  most  earaest 

to  pive  you  the  whole  mililai'v  force  of  Pcnn- 
ia,  so  far  aw  (he  (*aine  iriay  lie  lU'ccssai'y  to  the 
t  and  I'tn-dnal  supjin'ssion  <>t  the  relK'ilioii.  I 
itheito  ii.'ti-d  on  lliis  iiriiK'iple.  and  I  feel  lliat 
ati-  rc-ele.'lion  (lie  peoiik-  of  the  Coainioinveallh 
xi)i'e.'*sfd  their  approval  of  it.  and  liave  plan-d 
liT  iiddilional  oblifjalioiis  to  carry  it  out. 
|ilan  adopted  by  you  to  obtain  volunteers  under 
ist  re(|uisilioii  I  have  in  every  *vay  in  my  power 
i  the  eseculion  of.  but  I  fear  it  has  become  evi- 
at  it  cannot  be  successful. 

•r  these  liiiuiustanceH.  I  desire  to  submit  for 
mslderatiou  t!ic  expediency  of  using  the  agency 
State  auihorities  for  tlie  raising  of  men  in  this 
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There  are  many  reaaoDs  why  this  should  be  ao,  but 
it  is  not  neceaaary  to  trouble  you  with  a  detailed  re- 
cital of  them.  I  propose  the  following  beads  for  your 
approval : 

1.  That  a  brigade  at  a  time  of  tbe  Penn'a  Reserve 
Corps  be  sent  into  the  State,  to  be  recruited  under  the 
direction  of  the  Governor. 

2.  That  the  other  Pennsylvania  regiments  now  in 
the  Aeld  shall,  when  deemed  expedient,  be  consolidated 
by  the  Governor;  and  that  the  officers  who  will  be  thua 
deranged  be,  if  meritorious,  appointed  for  new  regi 
ments  by,  and  assigned  to  recruiting  service  under  tbe 
direction  of  the  Governor. 

3.  The  Governor  shaH  designate  all  recruiting  offi- 
cers for  volunteers  in  the  State,  and  all  existing  au- 
thorities to  recruit  volunteers  sliail  be  vacated, 

4.  The  volunteers  who  shall  be  enlisted  shall  remain 
under  the  control  of  the  Governor  at  such  camps  of 
rendezvous,  and  under  such  commanders  as  be  may 
designate,  until  ready  to  be  sent  to  their  regiments, 
in  accordanre  with  General  Order,  No.  75,  War  De- 
partment, series  of  18G2. 

5.  The  Governor  shall  have  such  an  arrangement  as 
be  may  desire  in  regard  to  the  amount  and  mode  of 
payment  of  premiums  for  obtaining  recruits,  and  the 
persons  to  whom  they  are  to  be  paid — premiuma  not 
to  exceed  twenty-five  dollars  for  veterans  and  fifteen 
for  new  recruits,  nor  to  be  paid  until  the  recruits  are 
accepted  by  tbe  T'nited  States, 

6.  Reports  sliiill  be  frequently  made  to  Lieut.  Col. 
J.  V.  Bumford,  T'.  i^.  A.,  A.  A.  Provost  Marshal  Gen- 
eral for  Pennsylvania,  of  what  is  being  done  by  tbe 
State.  Lieut.  Col.  Bumford  shall  have  control  of  the 
expenditures,  wliicli  shall  all  be  paid  hy  the  United 
States;  and  he  shall  be  notified  whenever  recruits  are 
ready  to  join  their  regiments. 

7.  Cities  and  other  localities  furnishing  volunteers 
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sball  have  i-i-i'dit  for  tbem  od  the  present  or  any  future 
drafts. 

Thu  heuiis  uumbers  one  and  two  I  conceive  to  be  very 
imporCaut,  and  respectfully  recommend  them  to  the 
approval  of  your  admiuiBtration.  If,  however,  they 
Bhoiild  uot  receive  that  approval,  then  I  suggest  the 
following  in  their  stead,  via: 

1.  Such  officers  of  PeuDByivania  regimeuts  io  the 
field  as  the  Ooveruoi-  may  desire,  shall  be  detailed 
for  reeruitiug  service  in  the  State,  aud  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Governor,  the  details  being  first  made  from 
regiments  whose  term  of  services  expires  in  1864. 

2,  When  practicable,  old  regiments  shall  be  sent 
home  to  be  recruited  under  the  direction  of  the  Gov- 
ernor. 

In  failing  to  devote  whatever  may  be  necessary  of 
my  time,  labor,  health,  of  my  life  itself,  to  the  great 
cause  of  the  country,  I  should  be  false  to  the  noble 
and  generous  people  who  have  again  given  me  their 
confidence.  All  the  zeal  and  energy  of  which  I  am 
capable  is  at  your  service  in  that  cause.  That  the 
public  service  may  be  etliciently  carried  on,  I  am  most 
desirous  of  acting  in  perfect  harmony  and  accord  with 
your  administration,  especially  with  the  War  Depart- 
ment, with  which  my  rehiiions  niufit  be  iiioal  dirci't 
and  intimate. 

If,  therefore,  I  should  at  any  time  lind  it  necessary 
to  call  attention  (o  the  course  of  any  subordinate  of- 
ficers of  the  United  States  within  the  Stale.  I  shall 
confidently  hope  that  my  representations  will  be  under- 
stood to  proceed  wholly  from  a  sense  of  duty — a  duty 
of  which  the  performance  is  always  painful,  and  for 
the  performance  of  which  I  trust  that  no  occasion 
may  arise. 

I  hcg  to  suggest,  in  conclusion,  tiiat  it  would  be  ad- 
visable to  make  some  prai-lical  arrangement  without 
delay,  as  a  disposition  exists  now  among  our  people 
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to  go  into  the  service,  of  wbicb  the  Government  ongbt 
not  to  lose  the  benefit. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 
To  the  President. 

War  Department, 

ProvoBt  Marshal  General's  OfBce, 
Washington.  D,  C,  186  . 

Reepectfully  returned  with  report  as  tollows: 
The  Governor  propOBes 

1.  "That  a  brigade  at  a  time  of  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  be 
sent  home  to  recruit."  I  don't  think  anything  more  can 
properly  be  done  In  this  respect,  than  Is  directed  fa  General 
Orders.  No.  376.  providing  for  sending  volunteers  home  on 
re-en  ItBtment. 

2.  "That  the  other  Pennsylvania  regiments  now  In  the  field 
shall,  when  deemed  expedient,  be  consolidated  by  the  Gover- 
nor, and  that  the  officers  who  will  thus  be  deranged,  be,  If 
meritorious,  appointed  for  new  regiments  by,  and  assigned 
tor  recruiting  service  under,  the  direction  ot  the  Governor." 

I  thlnli  It  would  be  Injurious  to  the  public  service  for  the 
Qovernor  to  consolidate  regiments  now  In  the  field,  and 
it  would  be  destructive  to  the  present  plan  of  recruiting  to 
KUthorlte  the  raising  of  new  regiments.  I  think  the  twc  fore- 
going propositions  should  act  be  acceded  to.  In  case  (bey  are 
rejected,  the  Governor  proposes  in  lieu  of  them, 

1.  "Such  officers  of  Pennsylvania  regiments  In  the  field, 
as  the  Governor  may  desire,  shall  be  detailed  for  recruiting 
service  In  the  State,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  Governor, 
the  details  being  first  madfl  from  regiments  whose  terms  ex- 
pire in  1S64." 

2.  "When  practicable,  old  regiments  shall  be  sent  home  to 
recruit,  under  the  direction  of  the  Governor." 

I  think  this  should  be  granted. 

His   Excellency   then   further  proposes, 

3.  "That  the  Governor  shall  designate  all  recruiting  officers 
for  volunteers  In  the  State,  and  all  existing  authorities  to  re-' 
emit  volunteers  shall  be  vacated." 

The  recruiting  officers  heretofore  selected  were  appointed 
with  the  approval  of  the  Governor;  but,  as  he  thinks  the 
recruiting   service  would  be  benefited   by  their  discbarge,  I 
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recommend  tha,t  it  be  doae.    I  see  no  reaaoii.  however, 
"all   exlBltng  authorities  to   recruit  voluDteers  ehall   be 
cated."     U  a  recruit  preaente  hlmEelr  to  a  provoet  marshal 
ealiatment,  I  think  tbe  provost  marshal  should 
bidden  to  accept  him. 

4.  "The  volunteers  who  aball  be  enlisted,  shall  remain 
under  the  control  of  the  Governor,  at  such  campa  or  rendez- 
vouH,  and  under  such  commanders  as  he  may  deaiirnate,  and 
until  ready  to  be  eent  to  their  regiments,  In  accordance  with 
General  Orders,  No.  75,  of  1S62." 

I  think  this  should  be  erajited. 

6.  "The  Governor  shall  have  such  an  arrangement  aa  ha 
may  desire,  In  regard  to  the  amount  and  mode  of  payment 
of  premiums  tor  obtaining  recruits,  and  the  persons  to  wham 
they  are  to  be  paid;  premiums  not  to  exceed  (25  for  veter- 
ans, and  S15  (or  new  recruits,  nor  to  be  paid  until  the  recruits 
are  accepted  by  the  United  States." 

I  think  this  should  be  granted. 

8.  "Reports  shall  be  frequently  made  to  Lt.  Col.  Bomford. 
U.  S.  A.,  of  what  Is  being  done  by  the  State.  Lt.  Col.  Bom- 
ford aball  have  control  of  tbe  expenditures,  which  shall  all 
be  paid  by  the  Unltad  States,  and  he  sball  be  notified  when- 
ever recruits  are  ready  to  join  their  regiments." 

Col.  Bomford  should  be  directed  to  keep  himself  in  constant 
communication  with  the  State  authorities.  In  this  matter  of 
recruitment,  and  should  have  control  of  al]  those  expenses 
which  are  to  be  paid  by  the  United  Stales,  including  the  pay- 
ment of  bounties  and  premiums,  and  should  report  to  the 
Provost  Marshal  General  whenever  recruits  are  ready  to  Join 
their  regiments. 

7.  "Cities  and  other  localities  furnishinR  volunteers,  shail 
have  credit  tor  them  on  the  present,  or  any  future  draft." 
Credits  caunot  now  be  given  on  the  present  draft,  but  all 
the  volunteers  furnished  by  cities,  or  other  localities,  will  be 
duly  credited  on  the  draft  fixed  for  January  5.  1864.  I  pre- 
sume that  is  what  the  Governor  desires. 

The  substance  of  the  seven  preceding  propositions  submit- 
ted by  his  Excellency,  Governor  Curtin,  in  this  letter,  dated 
November  24.  were  communicated  lo  him  by  me  in  a  letter  to 
Col.  Bomford,  dated  November  7,  and  each  proposition  was 
agreed  to  by  me  in  about  the  same  terms  that  1  have  now  sug- 

ThlB  arrangement  has  been  in  operation  tor  some  time  In 
Other  States,  and  is  producing  favorable  results. 
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The  "expediency  of  uBlng  the  Bigescy  oF  the  State  authori- 
ties lor  the  raising  men  In  the  State"  has  been  fully  recog- 
nized, and  that  agency  has  been  Invoked  in  Fenasylvanla 
by  letters  from  me,  dated  September  21,  October  20,  November 
T  and  November  10,  and  by  the  President's  proclamation  of 
October  IT,  1863. 

JAMES  B.  FRY. 
Provost  Marebal  Oeneral. 

PeonsjlvaDJa,  Executive  Chamber, 

Harriaburg,  Pa.,  Feb.  18,  1864. 
Colouel: — I  am  informed  that  recruiting  agents  from 
other  States  are  now  amongst  our  regiments  in  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  procuring,  by  the  offer  of  boun- 
ties and  additional  pay,  the  re-enlistment  of  our  vet- 
erans in  their  service.  Tbis  is  especially  the  case 
amongst  the  PeDDsylTaoia  Reserves,  who  are  being 
recruited  for  the  benefit  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey; 
and  I  am  informed  to  such  an  extent,  that  if  not 
checked,  it  will  prerent  the  re-eolistment  of  those  regi- 
ments as  regiments,  and  destroy  the  corps. 

I  request  that  an  order  be  made  to  prevent  this  prac- 
tice, and  to  provide  for  the  retention,  in  their  own  or- 
ganizations, of  such  men  as  may  have  already  been 
enlisted  in  Pennsylvania  regiments,  and  credited  to 
other  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Yoor  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 
Col.  J.  B.  Fry,  Provost  Marshal  General. 

War  Department,  Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Washington,  D.  C,  February  25,  1864. 
His  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,   Harriaburg, 
Pennsylvania; 
Sir— I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  IStb  Instant,  relative  to  certain  agents,  from  other 
States,  recruiting  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  from  Pennsyl- 
vania reglmena. 
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In  reply,  I  am  directed  to  Inform  you,  that  the  same  has 
been  referred  Lo  Major  General  Meade,  tor  prompt  investlga' 
i  and  report. 
Your  Excellency  will  be  duly  natlBed  of  Che  result. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Very  respectfully, 
Tour  obedient  servant. 

THOMAS  M.  VINCENT. 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

I'eniisylvuuia,  Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisbiirg,  Pa.,  Uaroh  4,  1864. 
—Id  May,  ISGl,  the  Legislatore  of  Pennsjivaria 
directed  fifteen  regiments  to  be  raised,  paid,  subsisted 
and  instructed,  by  the  State,  to  be  called  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Reserve  Corps,  and  to  form  a  division  consist- 
ing of  two  brigades,  with  one  major  general  and  two 
brigadier  generals.  This  division  was  enlisted  for 
three  years,  and  sworn  into  the  service  of  the  State 
in  the  months  of  June  and  July,  1861,  and  was  to  be 
turoed  over  to  the  United  States  whenever  it  should 
be  called  for.  The  corps  was  accordingly  raised  with- 
out delay.  I'rior  to  llie  first  baltle  of  Bull  Run.  two 
of  its  regiint-tils.  at  the  reqoest  of  United  States  odl- 
cers,  liad  been  sent  to  the  vicinity  of  ('uniberhuid.  and 
were  tliere  in  active  service  for  nearly  two  months. 
Two  others  were  sent  to  Weslcrn  Virginia,  on  similar 
requests,  .\rter  the  liattle  of  Hull  Run.  the  whole  di- 
vision was  wanted  by  (he  I'niled  States,  and.  nuder 
your  requisition,  was  turned  over  to  the  servii'e  of  the 
United  States.  They  entered  Washington,  or  joined 
Gens.  Ranks  and  l)ix  at  Haiti  more,  four  days  after  that 
battle.  They  nnnibered  about  fifteen  Ihoiisaud  men. 
well  armed,  trained,  and  disiiiilined.  and  having  al 
ready  an  esprit  do  cnrjis  which  increased  their  effici- 
ency. They  have  since  served  with  distinction  through 
the  Peninsular  and  all  the  other  canipatgns  of  (he 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  They  are  jirond  of  their  coi'ps 
and  of  their  Stale,  and  (he  State  is  proud  of  them. 
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Two  of  the  regimeotB,  it  is  believed  were  not  mast- 
ered into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  their  being 
tamed  over  by  the  State  being  coQsidered  safflcient 
without  a  new  muster.  These  two  regiments  have 
served  you  as  faithfully  and  efficiently  as  any  troops 
you  have. 

Last  summer  I  urged  that  this  corps  should  be  sent 
home  to  be  recruited.  It  has  so  much  the  esteem  of 
our  people,  that,  if  my  wish  had  been  then  complied 
with,  you  would  now  have  it  in  the  field  with  nearly 
all  the  veterans  re-enlisted,  and  with  the  corps  re- 
cruited to  its  maximum  of  fifteen  thousand  men.  Un- 
fortunately my  request  was  refused. 

The  three  years  for  which  the  men  enlisted  count 
from  the  date  of  their  entry  into  the  service  of  the 
State.  They  are  now  told,  I  understand,  that  they 
will  be  held  for  three  years  from  the  date  of  their 
being  mustered  into  service  of  the  United  States.  The 
United  States  may  thus  gain  a  few  days,  or  even 
months,  service  at  the  expense  of  creating  dissatisfac- 
tion, and  losing  the  men  for  a  new  period  of  three 
years. 

Agents  from  other  States  are  allowed  or  encouraged 
to  go  among  the  men  and  try  to  tempt  them  into  the 
service  of  their  States.  By  this  means  a  few  men 
are  obtained  at  the  expense  of  great  injustice  to  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  great  body  of  them  are  disgusted, 
and  prevented  from  re-enlering  the  service  at  all. 
Neither  the  Government  nor  people  of  this  State  have 
ever  resorted  to  this  mode  of  obtaining  men.  Pennsyl- 
vania has  answered  all  the  calls  of  the  United  States 
with  her  own  men  and  from  her  own  resources. 

One  brigade  has  been  for  some  time,  against  all  re- 
monstrances, separated  from  the  corps,  and  regiments 
from  it  are  now  being  sent  to  different  departments. 
By  this  means  the  esprit  du  corps  is  effectually  broken 
and  the  pride  of  the  division  crushed. 
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In  all  tliese  modes  the  spirit  of  this  body  of 
beiug  destroyed,  and   the  eud  of  it   will   be  (unless 
proper  measures  be  promptly  taken)  that  you  will  di 
the  greater  part  of  these  veteraos  from  th 

Id  all  military  servicea  it  baa  been  beld  important 
to  encourage  the  pride  of  the  men  in  the  orgauizationB 
to  which  they  are  attached,  and  in  the  localities  from 
whence  they  came,  and  to  rely  greatly,  for  recruiting, 
on  the  pride  which  the  luLabitants  of  such  localities 
feel  in  the  organizations  which  they  have  formed. 

Measures  are  beiug  taken  in  tbia  State  to  preserve 
the  history  of  onr  regiments.  They  havfi  already  been 
presented  with  standards  by  the  State,  and  provision 
made  for  preserving  the  worn  and  tattered  banners 
as  they  come  from  the  field.  The  citizens  in  every 
part  of  (he  State  feel  proud  of  their  regiments,  and  the 
mtii  in  the  field  are  encouraged  by  the  system.  To 
have  belonging  to  a  particular  regiment,  and  to  have 
the  exploits  of  that  regiment  recorded,  ia  the  only 
mode  in  which  ]irivatc  soldiers  can  have  the  opportu- 
nity of  being  appreciated  at  home 

All  tlicHC  necessary  and  aii|'i'ojiriali'  means  of  re- 
taining your  veterans.  ;ind  ttlliii;;  ihcii'  lliiiitied  ranks 
Willi  new  volunteers,  you  arc  allowing  to  be  thrown 
away.  I  again  nrnst  ciiruewtly  call  your  attention  to 
llie  subject,  aud  beg  u>  ruaU.'  tlic  following  sugges- 
tions, viz: 

Isl.  Th;il  (lie  brigade  wlitcli  has  been  sc]Jiirati'd  from 
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turn^'d  to  it.  \ 

-itb  llie  undcrstaniliog  that  hereafter  tlie 

whole  divisioi 

will  be  allowed  (o  serve  together,  unless 

when  ?onie  in 

litiiry  rciison  in  tlu-  contrary  shall  exist. 

L'.  Tliat  all 

the  men  of  that  coi-jjs.  or  of  any  otlu-r 

IVnnsylvania 
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Pennsylvania  on  ai-couni  of  her  i|iii)ta. 

:!.  Tliat  til. 

(eriii  of  service  of  the  veterans  in  the 

Peiin  sylvan  ia 

Reserves  be  estimated  from  the  date  of 

Andrew  Gregg  Curtin.  573 

their  being  originally  awora  into  the  service  of  the 
State. 

These  suggestiuns  are  believt^d  to  meet  the  approba- 
tioD  of  Qeo.  Crawford,  the  present  commander  of  the 
corps.  A  copy  of  this  letter  will  be  sent  to  Gen. 
Meade,  who  was  long  connected  with  the  Pennsylrania 
Keservcs,  and  can  speak  with  knowledge  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

I  observe,  in  conclusion,  that  what  I  now  ask  for  the 
Pennsylvania  Reserve  Corps,  will,  if  granted,  form  no 
precedentj  aa  there  is  in  the  army  no  other  body  of 
men  similarly  situated.  In  granting  my  request,  yon 
will,  therefore,  incur  no  risk  of  future  inconvenience. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  aervant, 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 
To  the  President, 

War  Department,  Washington  City, 
March  31.  1864. 
Sir — I  am  Instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  acknov- 
ledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  4th  Inat.,  re- 
lating to  tlie  "Pennaylvanla  Reserve  Corps."  and  In  reply,  to 
say  that  the  regiments  of  this  corps  were  brought  to  Wash- 
ington on  urgent  application.  A  part  were  returned  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  when  their  services  were  required  there, 
and  the  reason  that  all  were  not  sent  la,  that  they  could  not 
all  be  replaced  here.  The  sending  of  a  part  to  West  Vir- 
ginia resulted  from  a  military  aecesslty,  no  other  troops  being 
available  at  the  time.  The  question  of  returning  troops  from 
that  department  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  haa  been  re- 
ferred to  Lieutenant  General  Grant  for  his  decision. 

Ab  regards  re- enlistments,  I  have  to  say,  that  existing  or- 
ders require  them  to  be  made  In  the  same  regiments  to  which 
the  soldiers  belong.  The  term  of  service  of  veterans,  aa  In 
fact  of  all  soldiers,  Is  calculated  from  the  date  of  muster  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  not  Into  the  service  of 
the  SUte. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

ED.   M.  CANBT. 
Brigadier  General,  A.  A.  Q. 
^is  Excellency,  A.   G.  Curtfn,  Governor  of  Pennaylvanla. 
HarrlsbDrg,  Pa. 
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I  herewith  prL'seot  the  lettere  of  the  Quartermaster 
Gcoeral,  Surgeon  General,  Adjutant  General  and  Com- 
misBary  Geaeral,  which  answer  the  second  resolution, 
as  to  the  persons  employed  and  salaiies  paid  in  their 
respective  Departments.  The  following  persons  are 
employed  in  the  military  service  immediately  connect- 
ed with  the  Executive. 

Col.  M.  8.  Quay,  Military  Secretary,  salary  f  1,500  per 
annum. 

Col.  B.  Itiddle  Roberts,  Aid-de-Camp,  pay  of  Lieut. 
Col.  of  iufanlry,  as  established  by  law,  fl70  per  month. 

Col,  S.  B.  Thomas,  Aid-de-Camp,  with  the  same 
salary. 

('ol.  F.  Jordan,  Military  Agent  at  WashiiigtoD,  D, 
C,  with  the  same  salary. 

The  office  of  Master  of  Transportation  and  Tele- 
graphing, established  in  1861,  became  vacant  by  the 
death  of  Major  O.  W.  Sees,  early  in  October,  1S63, 
and  for  some  time  afterward  it  remained  vacant.  In 
November  I  appointed  Col.  M.  S.  Quay  to  the  office, 
with  the  uiidLTstaiidiiig  tliiit  Iw  and  A.  C.  Miilliu, 
Esq.,  my  private  secretary,  wonid  fulfil  the  duties  in 
addition  to  the  duties  of  their  respective  otiices.  and 
divide  the  salary,  whicii  is  $10(1  per  month.  The  opera- 
tions of  the  Department  are  thus  brought  near  to  me, 
and  are  subject  to  my  personal  supervision,  and  as  yet, 
with  my  assistance,  tlie  arrangement  has  proved  ad- 
vantageous to  the  public  service. 

I  have  at  various  periods,  since  the  beginning  of  the 
war,  called  to  my  assistance  more  persons  than  are 
now  eiiiployed  in  the  military  service,  and  it  is  believed 
that  the  business  devolving  upon  the  Executive  in  this 
respect  has  been  performed  with  all  the  economy  pos- 
sible. .\ll  the  otlicers  of  my  staff,  including  the 
.Vgcncy  iit  Washington,  have  been  paid  out  of  the  con 
tingcnf  fund  placed  in  my  hands  by  the  act  of  May 
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of  that  fuod  as  settled  iti  llie  offlcc  of  the  Auditor  Oeo- 
eral. 

All  these  officers  have  at  nil  times  bad  fall  emploj- 
ment,  and,  in  my  judgment,  have  DOt  received  more 
than  just  compensation  for  their  services. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 

Headquarters  Penasylvania  MUltla, 
Hospital  Department, 
HarriEburg,   April   S,  1S64. 
To  HlB  Excellency,  Andrew  G.  Curtin,  Governor  of  Penneyl- 

Sir — In  compliance  with  your  directions  I  have  the  honor 
to  furnish  the  following  statement,  giving  the  names  of  the 
persona  employed  In  the  hospital  department  of  the  State, 
with  the  compensation  of  each,  viz: 

1.  James  King,  Surgeon  General;  salary,  twenty-seven  hun- 
dred and  forty  dollars  ($2,740)  per  year. 

2.  William  Davis,  clerk,  six  hundred  and  ninety  dollars 
((690)  per  year. 

3.  J.  Russell  King,  clerk,  six  hundred  and  ninety  dollars 
(|6B0)  per  year. 

4.  William  Styers,  messenger,  partly  employed  in  Quarter- 
master'a  Department,  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  (fl20) 
per  year. 

E.  In  addition  to  these,  an  Assistant  Surgeon  General,  wltn 
salary  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars  (1163)  per 
month,  has  been  employed,  but  the  position  is  at  present  t&- 
cant,  the  late  Assistant  Surgeon  General,  Dr.  W.  W.  Green, 
having  recently  resigned. 

In  my  opinion  the  Interest  of  the  public  service  requires 
that  these  positions  should  alt  be  Sited,  and  as  the  salary  of 
the  clerks  and  messenger  la  inadequate,  1  would  respectfully 
recommend  that  they  be  increased,  in  order  to  give  each  clerk 
aeventy-nve  dollara  ((75)  per  month,  and  the  messenger  twen- 
ty dollars  ($2(i)  per  month. 

.  The  Assistant  Surgeon  General  having  resigned,  the  Interest 
of  the  service,  especially  in  connection  with  the  Agency  at 
Washington,  renders  the  appointment  of  another  necessary,  to 
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aid  and  relief  to  our  aick  and  wounded  which  they 

1  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  reBpectrully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES   KING, 
Surgeon  General  PennBrlyanla. 

HeadQuarterB  Pennsylvania  Milltlft, 
Conmilesary  Department, 
Harrisburg.  April  7,  1864. 
Governor— In   compliance   with   your   request,   just  received, 
in  reference  to  resolution  of  the  Senate,  asking  Information 
concerning  the  clerical  force  in  the  several  military  depart- 
ments of  the  Commonwealth,  I  t^ave  tbe  honor  to  transmit 
the  desired  intorniatloa  tor  this  department,  as  follows: 

For  salary  of  CommiBEary  General.  (2,190.00  per  year,  and 
a  further  sum  of  |50.00  per  month  for  sorviaes  in  Board  of 
Military  Claims,  as  per  act  of  April  22,  1863, 

H.  M'Walters.  preparing  eommisEary  account  of  the  State 
for  aettlemeni  with  auditing  department  at  Washington — sal- 
ary fl5.00  per  month.    Cannot  be  dispensed  with. 

George  K.  Anderson  and  David  Barnes,  detailed  (o  Board  of 
Military  Claims,  salary  (75.00  per  month,  each.  Cannot  be 
dispensed  wilh  unless  provision  Is  made  by  Ihe  l^eglslature 
for  clerks  for  the  hoard. 

George  H.  Shough.  messenger,  detailed  to  Board  of  Military 
Claims— salary  J25.00  per  month. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.   W.   IRWIN, 
Commissary  General. 
To  A.  G.   Curtin,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 


Washington  City.  D.  C,  April  11.  1864, 
Sir— Your  letter  of  the  6th  inst.,  calling  my  attention  to  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  requestion  informalion  from  you  as 
to  the  number,  niimes  and  compensation  of  the  appointees 
in  the  Military  Department  of  the  Government,  anil  your 
opinion  whether  the  services  of  any  of  them  can  be  d'gpensed 
with  without  injury  to  the  public  Interest,  was  not  received 
until  this  morning. 
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The  persons  ^pointed  In  the  Quartermaster  Oeneral'a  of- 
Hot,  as  at  present  organised,  are; 

Jamea  Ij.  Reynolds,  as  Quarterm&Bter  Qeneral,  at  a  compen- 
sation ol  six  dollars  ((6)  per  dtem,  and  an  additional  allow- 
ance of  Blx  hundred  dollars  (1600)  per  annum  as  a  member  ol 
the  Board  of  Military  Claims. 

James  GUleland,  as  Assistant  Quartermaster,  stationed  at 
Washington  city,  at  a  compensation  of  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-flTe  dollars  (fl2G)  per  month,  and  an  allowance  for  c<kd- 
matation  of  quarters  of  thlrty-alx  dollars,  (t3S). 

Q.  W.  Qlbbons,  Assistant  Quartermaster,  stationed  at  Har- 
rlsburg,  at  a  compensation  of  one  hundred  and  twentyiBTe 
dollars  (|12S)  per  month. 

Ij.  R.  Boggs,  chief  clerk,  at  a  compensation  of  ninety-three 
dollars  (193)  per  month. 

William  Styres  as  messenger,  at  a  compensation  of  ten  dol* 
lars  (|10)  per  month. 

In  my  opinion  the  BcrTlces  of  no  one  of  these  appointees 
can  he  dispensed  with  without  detriment  to  the  public  Interest. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

JAMES  L.   RETNOLEffi, 
Quartermaster  General  of  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

His  Excellency,  A.  G.  Curtln,  Governor  of  PennsyWanla, 
Harrlsburg,  Penn'a. 


Headquarters  Pennsylvania  Mtlltla, 
Adjutant  General's  Department, 
Harrlsburg,  April  6,  1864. 
His  Excellency,  A.  G.  Curtln,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Sli^-In  reply  to  your  communication  of  this  date,  r^erring 
to  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  6th  loet..  1  have  the  honor  to 
furnish  the  Information  asked  In  said  resolution,  so  far  as 
the  same  relates  to  this  departmenL 
There  are  employed  the  following  appoints^,  viz; 
A.  L.  RuBBcll,  Adjutant  General,  salary,  (6  per  diem,  with 
additional  allowance,  by  act  of  22d  April,  1663,  as  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Military  Claims,  of  f50  per  month. 

John  C.  Harvey,  AsBistant  Adjutant  General,  salary,  fl,20O 
per  annum. 
Daniel  Washabaugh,  chief  clerk,  salary,  (1,000  per  annum. 
J.  R.  MulDy,  Pay  Department  clerk,  salary  fOOO  per  annum. 
Wm.  D.  Moore.  Register  and  Record  clerk,  salary  fOOO  per 
annum. 
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E.  B.  Wbeeler,  messenger,  ealary  {400  per  annum. 
To  perform  the  ordinary  business  of  this  department,  re- 
quires the  full  time  of  every  appointee;  and  to  answer  the 
atriclly  official  business  torrespondence  of  the  last  two  months, 
has  required  the  atteuLlou  of  both  myself  and  ibe  Assistant 
Adjutant  General,  to  a  late  hour  every  night, 

I  cannot,  therefore,  &ee  how  the  Hervlces  of  any  of  the  pres- 
ent appointees  in  this  department  can  be  dispensed  with,  with- 
out detriment  to  the  public  interests. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  oh't  servant, 

A.   L.   RUSSELL. 
Adjutant  General  Pennsylvania. 


To  tlie  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Anthrax  Oil  Company. 

Executive  Chambet, 
Hiirrisbwr;;,  Api-il  25,  iy(i4, 
(lentleineii: 

1HE1!E\VIT1{  KETIKN  'R)  THE  SENATE.  IX 
which  it  origimilcd,  bill  N...  :UH,  entitled  "An  -M-t 
to  iui-orporatt'  the  .\nthriix  <iil  cnuiiiaiiy,"  with 
my  objections  to  tlic  KJiine, 

The  proviso  to  Ihi-  st-VL-ulh  si-ilioii  of  (lii«  bill  oii- 
acts,  that  iio  stoi-kholder  whall  he  held  iiidividiiallv 
liable  for  any  dfbt  of  the  compaiiv.  iiiiles»  sued  fui- 
withiii  six  montlis  afti'i-  siioli  debt  shall  hecoiiie  due 
and  i)ayahl('. 

It  is  t'vidt'iil  that  a  liiuitation  so  short  would  praf- 
fically.  in  most  cases,  make  the  clause  providiiit;  ftir 
the  p,-rsoiial  liabilily  of  stockholders  a  nieie  decep- 
tion. The  limitation  ap|>eai-s  to  me  lo  be  wholly  iiii- 
reasonahle.  and  I  Iherefore  relnrn  (Ik-  liill  wilhoiil 
my  siKnalnre, 


A.  ( 


.  (THTIN. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "A  Supplement  to  the  Act 
Incorporating  the  Saucon  Iron  Company." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  April  30,  1864. 
GentlemeD: 

IHKREWITH   RETURN  TO   THE   SENATE,   IN 
which  it  originated,  bill  No.  806,  entitled  "A  sup- 
plement to  the  act  iDcorporating  the  Saucon  iron 
company,"  with  my  objections  to  the  same. 

This  bill  does  not  refer  to  the  date  of  the  act  to 
which  it  is  a  suppltment,  nor  of  other  acts  which  it 
proposes  to  extend  to  the  company.  After  search, 
some  of  those  acts  have  been  found,  and  the  sections 
extended  to  this  company  confer  privileges  granted  by 
other  acts,  of  which  the  dates  are  not  given.  The  re- 
sult is,  that  it  is  practically  impossible  to  ascertain 
what  privileges  the  company  is  obtaining. 

I  have  therefore  withheld  my  signature  from  the 
same. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  Certain   Measures  of 
War,  with  Accompanying  Correspondence. 
Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg.  April  30,  1864. 
Gentlemen: 

ON  THE  15TH  OF  JUNE  LAST,  IN  CONSE- 
quence  of  the  advance  of  the  rebel  army  north 
of  the  PotomJic,  the  President  issued  his  procla- 
mation calling  for  nilitia  from  this  State  to  repel  the 
invasion.  I  immediately  issued  my  proclamation,  of 
the  same  date,  calling  on  the  militia  to  come  forward. 
When  the  men  began  to  assemble  under  this  call  cf 
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the  President,  some  difficulties  arose  from  their  un- 
willingness to  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  as  iiiiscliievoiis  persons  made  them- 
selves busy  in  misrepresenting  the  consetjuences  of 
such  muster.  In  this  state  of  afifairs  I  suggested  to 
the  President  the  expediency  of  my  calling  the  mil- 
itia BO  Bs  to  remove  the  difficulties  which  had  been 
tlius  created.  The  President  approved  nf  the  sug- 
gestion, and  foi'  the  purpose  of  attaining  the  end  pro- 
posed by  his  procUimation,  directed  me  to  mate  a 
Stflte  call  for  militi.T.  I  accordingly,  on  (he  2Cth  day 
of  June,  1863,  issued  my  call  for  the  militia.  The 
United  States  clothed,  eijuipped  and  subsisted  the 
men  thus  called  into  service,  bnt  declined  to  pay  them, 
on  the  ground  that  ("^ingi-ess  had  made  no  appropria- 
tion for  that  purpose.  Assurances  were,  however,  re- 
ceived from  the  War  Department,  that  if  the  money 
to  pay  these  troops  should  be  advanced  by  corponi- 
tionB  or  individuals,  application  would  be  made  to 
Oon};ress,  on  its  meeting,  to  mal;e  the  necessary  ap- 
propriations to  refund  flie  money  lliKs  iulviinced.  rii|i- 
ifs  of  two  lelefrniiiliii'  dispafihi.s  from  the  Kcrrctary 
of  War,  are  herewilh  subniitt.-d;  one  addressed  I0  me. 
dated  July  ^2.  lsr,:i.  and  the  other  addressed  lo  a  mt-m 
ber  of  a  committee  of  the  Union  l.eaf;n<-  in  Plii!ad.-1- 
phia.  dated  July  21.  !'^r.:i.  and  which  was  JinTUcdialely 
communicated  to  me.  On  the  faith  of  Ihc.ie  ussni- 
anees  I  proposed  lliaf  the  mimey  institnliiuiK  of  llie 
State  should  advam^e  the  money,  there  hein^;  no  State, 
appropriation  for  tlie  piirimse.  1  pled;.'ed  myself  Ihal 
if  the  money  should  he  so  advanced.  1  would  recom- 
mend an  approjiriaticm  by  the  Legislature  to  refund  il. 
in  case  Congress  should  fail  to  do  so.  A  I'opy  of  my 
letter  on  this  sulijei^t.  dated  July  22.  ISflH,  is  hi'rcwitli 
submitted.  This  not  being  entirely  siitisfa.lory  to 
the  genth'mcn  comjiosing  the  rommitlec  of  Haidis. 
they  had   an  intervi-w   with   me  liei>e.  ami   I   linallv 
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Landed  to  them  the  paper  dated  24tb  July,  1863,  a 
copy  of  which  is  also  herewith  submitted.  Several  of 
the  haskg  and  other  corporations  in  the  State,  acting 
with  their  accustomed  spirit  and  patriotism,  promptly 
came  forward  and  ngreed  to  advance  the  necessary 
funds,  and  the  troopB  were  accordingly  paid.  The  dis-  • 
barsements  were  m:ide,  and  the  pay  accounts  were  bo 
faithfully,  as  well  as  formally,  kept  by  gentlemen  who 
acted  entirely  without  compensation,  that  they  were 
settled  by  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  State  with  the 
accounting  ofltcers  nt  Washington,  without  any  ob- 
jections arising. 

The  suma  thus  advanced,  amount,  with  interest,  at 
the  present  time,  to  about  1700,000.  It  ought  to  be 
added,  that  little  more  than  one-half  of  this  sum  was 
required  to  pay  the  troops  during  the  existence  of  the 
emergency.  The  remainder  was  expended  in  paying 
such  of  them,  as  against  my  remonstrance,  were  de- 
tained afterwards  ))y  the  United  States,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enforcing  tlK'  draft. 

The  assurances  given  by  the  Secretary  of  War  were, 
of  conrse,  sanctiout-d  by  the  President.  The  pay  of 
these  troops,  was  in  fact  a  debt  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  faith  of  the  government  was  pledged  to  do  all 
in  its  power  to  procure  the  proper  appropriation  by 
Congress  to  refund  the  money.  I  regret  to  say  that 
the  President  has  not  considered  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
lay  the  matter  openly  before  Congress  by  a  message. 
A  bill,  it  is  true,  has  been  introduced  and  is  now  pend- 
ing in  Congress,  providing  the  necessary  appropria- 
tion, but  it  has  mot  with  opposition,  and  in  the  ab- 
sence of  some  public  declaration  by  the  Executive,  of 
the  pledges  made  ')y  Government,  it  may  possibly  be 
defeated. 

Meanwhile,  as  your  session  is  drawing  to  a  close,  I 
feel  bound  to  redeem  the  faith  of  the  Executive  De- 
partment of  Pennsylvania,  and  do  therefore  earnestly 
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recommend  the  passage  of  a  law  providing  for  the  re- 
paymt'Dt  of  the  suuia  advanced  as  herein  before  stated, 
if  CongresB  should  fail  to  provide  therefor  at  its  pres- 
ent session.  Our  own  good  faith  will  be  tlins  pre- 
served, and  it  can  be  in  no  other  manner. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 

Waehtngton,  July  21,  1863. 
J.  R.  Fry,  Chairman  Union  League,  Philadelphia: 

All  that  Is  neceHBary,  is,  that  the  Governor  at  Pennsylvania 
should  see  Chat  the  company  pay  rolls  are  properly  made  out. 
and  certified.  This  being  done,  the  amount  due  is  readily  as- 
certained, and  can  be  paid,  and  the  pay  rolls  will  turnish 
the  proper  official  voucher  ot  the  payment  This  Department 
will  lay  before  Congress,  at  the  commencement  of  the  aeS' 
Blon,  an  estimate  to  cover  the  amount,  and  request  the  ap- 
propriation. The  matter  bos  been  arranged  In  this  way  in 
other  States,  and  has  been  productive  ot  no  delay  or  com- 
plaint where  Governors  have  given  their  attention  to  it.  and 
Been  that  the  muster  rolls  are  properly  made  out. 

EDWIN   M.   STANTON, 
Secretary  ot  War. 


Washington,  July  22,  18G3. 
To  Hla  Excellency,  Gov.  A.  G.  Curtin: 

Your  telegrams  respecting  the  pay  of  militia,  called  out  under 
your  proclamation  ot  the  27th  ot  June,  have  been  referred  to 
the  President  tor  Instructions,  and  have  been  under  his  con- 
sideration. He  directs  me  to  say,  that  while  no  law  or  ap- 
propriation authorizes  the  payment,  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment, ot  troops  that  have  not  been  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice ot  the  United  St.ites.  he  will  recommend  to  Congress  to 
make  an  appropriation  tor  the  paymont  of  troops  called  into 
Slate  service  to  repel  an  actual  invasion.  Including  those  ot 
the  State  ol  Pennsylvania.  If,  in  the  meantime,  you  ran  raise 
the  necessary  amount,  as  has  been  done  In  other  Stales,  the 
appropriation  will  be  applied  to  refund  the  advance  to  those 
who  made  it. 

Measures  have  been  taken  tor  the  payment  ot  troops  mus- 
tered into  the  United  States  service,  as  soon  as  the  muster 
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and  pa7  rollB  are  made  out.    The  answer  ot  tbU  Departmeat, 
to  you  as  Governor  of  the  State,  will  be  given  directly  to  your- 
self, whenever  the  Department  Is  prepared  to  make  answer. 
(Signed)  EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  July  22,  1863. 
Gentlemen : 

In  my  interview  with  you,  on  the  19th  instant, 
I  had  the  honor  to  luy  before  you  and  the  presidents 
of  the  other  bankij  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  tlie 
difflcuttieB  which  Huriunnd  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania, 
called  into  service  'or  the  defence  of  the  State,  and 
more  especially  the  want  of  any  appropriation  of 
money,  by  the  National  or  State  Government,  for 
their  payment.  I  proposed,  at  the  time,  that  the 
money  necessary  for  that  purpose,  be  raised  from 
banks  and  other  coiporations,  relying  upon  Congress 
for  an  appropriation  at  tlie  next  session,  or,  on  failure, 
upon  the  Legishituie  of  our  own  State.  1  refer,  with 
great  pleasure,  to  thi.'  promptness  and  unanimity  with 
which  the  gentlemen  present  expressed  their  willing- 
ness to  respond  to  the  call  made  upon  them. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  telegram  received,  this  morn- 
ing, from  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  you  notice  is 
fully  up  to  the  expectations  we  entertained  at  the 
time  of  our  meeting,  and  pledges  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  so  far  as  it  is  possible  in  the  ab- 
sence of  Congress.  I  cannot  give  you  a  correct  es- 
timate of  the  unioiiiit  of  money  we  may  require;  I 
do  not  think,  howi'vcr.  it  can  exceed  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  (ITOO.OftO).  Of  that  amount  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  having  appropriated  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars.  ($150,000).  to  the  payment  of 
volunteers  raised  in  the  city,  it  would  seem  just  and 
proper  that  it  should  be  refunded  in  the  same  manner, 
and  made  part  of  the  fund  to  be  disbursed. 


584  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

I  propoae  that  joiir  committef  iiu mediately  address 
banke,  and  other  corporations  throughout  the  State, 
requesting  them  to  <;outribute  In  some  just  proportion, 
which  I  leave  to  juiir  discretion. 

Inasmuch  as  the  money  thus  raised  could  nut  go  into 
the  Treasury  of  the  ^tate,  and  if  in,  could  not  be  drawn 
out  without  authority  of  law,  I  suggest  that  gentlemen 
ot  known  character  lie  selected  to  pay  the  regiments 
as  they  pass  out  of  tervice.  In  the  meantime,  we  will 
have  the  proper  miiBter  rolls  prepared,  so  that  under 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  regulations  of  the 
War  Department,  the  proper  vouchers  will  be  pre- 
sented with  our  claim  on  the  Government. 

If  there  should  be  any  failure  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  refund  the  money 
raised  as  proposed,  I  will  ask  the  Legislature  at  the 
opening  of  the  next  session  to  make  an  appropriation 
to  refund  it,  with  interest. 

You  will  excuse  me  for  again  reminding  you  that  we 
should  act  promptly  in  this  matter,  as  it  is  not  only 
just  to  the  men  who  have  cheerfully  taken  up  arms  in 
defence  of  the  Stale,  but  impoitaut  to  (he  lloveni- 
meut,  if  it  should  bo  necessary  to  make  any  sncli  calls 
in  the  future. 

I  am,  ifi'ntlomen. 

Very  res]iect fully, 

Your  obedient  Sfrvatit. 

A.  G.  UUKTIN. 

Messrs.  Charles  H.  Iloyers  (chairman),  Kdwin  M. 
Lewis,  .Toseph  Patterson.  Thomas  Smith,  -Tolni  -Jordan. 
n.  B.  Coniegys  and  John  B.  Austin.  Coniniittec  of  the 
Banks  of  Philadelphia. 

Executive  Chamber, 
narrisburg,  July  24.  18G3. 
I  ask  the  banks  and  other  corporations  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  advance  money  to  pay  the  militia,  called  into 
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service  under  my  itroclamation  of  tbe  26th  of  Jane, 
1863,  for  the  defeDcc  of  the  Btate,  there  being  no  ap- 
propriation made  by  the  Legislature  for  that  purpose. 

When  the  Legislature  meets  in  January,  I  will  ask 
and  recommend  an  appropriation  to  refund  the  money 
thus  adyanced,  with  interest. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  a 
telegram  t«  me,  dated  the  22d  of  July,  commits  the 
Government  of  tbe  United  States  to  the  payment  of  ■ 
this  money,  so  far  ud  it  is  possible  in  the  absence  of 
Congress. 

Having  had  an  Interview  with  the  presidents  of  the 
banks  in  Philadelphia,  and  a  correspondence  on  this 
subject,  1  request  that  if  the  money  can  be  raised, 
the  committee  appointed  by  that  body  collect  and  dis- 
burse tbe  fund  through  pay-masters  nominated  by  me. 
A.  G.  CURTIN, 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

Messrs.  Charles  il.  Rogers  (chairman),  Edwin  M. 
Lewis,  Joseph  Patterson,  Thomas  Smith,  John  Jordan, 
B.  B.  Comegys  and  John  B.  Austin,  Committee  of  the 
Banks  of  Philadelphia. 


To  the  Asesmbly  Vetoing  "An  .^ct  Relating  to  the 
Manner  of  Entering  Judgments  in  the  City  and 
County  of  Philadelphia." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  May  2,  1864. 
Gentlemen; 

I  RETURN  TO  THK  SENATE,  IN  WHICH  IT  OBIG- 
inated,  bill  No.  -141,  entitled  "An  act  relating  to 
tbe  manner  of  entering  judgments  in  the  city  and 
county  of  Pbiladelpbia,"  with  my  objections  to  the 
same. 
It  is  true  that  some  slight  inconvenience  occurs  it) 
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all  tlie  countita  of  ilie  State,  fiom  Bimilarity  of  names, 
rendering  it  doubtful  whether  judgments  be  liens  on 
the  land  of  individiiuls,  bearing  the  same  names  as 
those  against  wliom  judj^inents  have  been  obtained. 
The  consequence  is,  Lhat  on  a  sale  of  land  it  is  now 
and  then  ntcessary  for  the  conveyancer  to  lake  the 
trouble  of  making  Inquiries  of  plaintiffs  or  fheir  coun- 
sel, or  requiring  thi?  vender  to  satisfy  bim  that  be  is 
■not  the  person  agiiinst  whom  judgments  were  ob- 
tained. This  bill  pi"opoBes  to  enact  that  in  every  case 
before  a  judgment  sball  be  so  indexed  as  to  become  a 
lieu,  it  Hhail  be  the  duty  of  the  plnintilT,  or  his  attor- 
ney, to  furnish  to  (ho  prothonotary  a  correct  and  spe- 
cific statement,  bo  far  as  possible,  of  the  occupation 
and  the  place  of  residence  of  the  defendant.  It  is  not 
stated  who  is  to  judge  whether  such  statement  has 
been  made  correct  and  specific,  ro  far  as  possible,  or 
whether  it  might  have  been  possible  to  make  it  more 
correct  and  specific.  The  bill,  if  approved,  would  re- 
lieve conveyancers  of  it  little  labor  and  ri'sjionwibility, 
in  a  few  cases,  at  the  cxjiciisf  of  harassing  all  plain- 
tilfs  and  their  attnineys,  and  renderinf;  it  very  often 
almost  impossible  to  put  a  certain  lien  on  the  lands 
of  a  defendant  by  a  jndgnient  against  him. 

The  ojierations  of  the  lilll  is  confined  to  the  city  and 
county  <jf  Philadelphia,  thus  making  an  ndiniis  dis- 
tinction against  that  portion  of  the  Stale.     For  these 
reasons  I  have  withlield  my  sign;itiire  from  this  bill. 
A.  li.  (TUTIN. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "A  Supplement  to  an  Act 
Relating  to  the  Courts  of  Philadelphia." 
Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  May  3,  1864. 
Geatlemen: 

I    HEREWITH   HETUKN   TO   THE   SENATE,   IN 
which  it  originated,  bill  No.  880,  entitled  "A  anp- 
plement  to  an  act  relating  to  the  courts  of  Phila- 
delphia, approved  April  5,  1855,"  with  my  objections 
to  the  same. 

The  bill,  to  which. this  is  a  supplement,  provides 
that  the  several  courts  in  Philadelphia  may  designate 
one  weekly  newspaper  in  which  all  legal  notices  shall 
be  published:  Provided,  That  municipal  claims  for 
assessment  of  taxes,  or  any  advertising  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  shall  rot  be  required  to  be  published  in 
said  newspaper. 

The  present  bill  proposes  to  repeal  this  proviso,  so 
that  without  dispensing  with  other  advertisements, 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  will  be  obliged  to  pay  for  use- 
less insertions  of  its  legal  notices  in  a  paper  or  papers 
selected  by  the  courts. 

For  this  reason  i  withhold  my  signature  from  the  " 
same. 

A.  n.  CURTIS 
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Proclamation  Announcing  llie  Imminence  of  a  Call 
upon  the  State  for  More  Men  for  Military  Pur- 
poses. 

PtjnnBjivania,  83: 
[Signi'd]     A.  G.  Unrtin. 

LIE    NAME    AND 
i  authority  of  the  Coin- 
inoiiwoalth  ut  Pennsylv) 
lia.     ANDREW    G.     CUR- 


IN    THE 
the  ai 


TIN. 


(JoviTiior   \>t    the    said 


A  PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas,  circumetances  i-euder  it 
.  not  improbable  that  the  President  of 
ithe  Taited  States  may,  within  a  short 
■  time,  call  on  Pennsylvania  for  Voluu- 
'  teer  Militia  for  a  brief  term  of  eer- 
vice; 

And  wherens,  The  example  of  the  hravc  men  now 
in  the  fli'Id  fiMui  rtMiiLsylvauia,  licretofoi'c  on  I'vci'v 
battle  fit'ld  disting  lished  for  courage  iiiid  cfti'iency, 
hut  who,  ill  the  recent  battles  in  Virtiinia,  Ikut  piincd 
an  enviable  distinction  by  their  deeds  of  valor  and  t- 
durance,  should  stiiuulate  their  brothers  at  luuue  to 
increased  effort  to  sustain  their  country's  Ihifr.  and 
terminate  the  rebellion: 

Now,  therefore,  I.  Andrew  (i.  ('iirtiii.  (lovei'unr  of 
the  Couimnnwealth  of  I'eniisylvania,  do  make  this  my 
liroclaniation,  earnestly  reijiiestiii;;  Ihe  peiiple  of  the 
Coinnionwealth.  willing  to  resjiond  to  sueli  rail  of  the 
President,  to  foi'ui  military  organizations  withont  de- 
lay, that  they  may  aot  lie  found  iiiipreiiiircd  to  do  so. 
Aud  I  do  fiirdiei-  rciiuesl  (hat  rouimamliii';  oflieers  of 
all  military  oreanizations.  wliiih  may  hi>  formed  in 
compliance  willi  this  pr<K'lamaii.ni.  do  forthwilli  re- 
port the  condition  of  their  respective  commands,  that 
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prompt  measnreB  may  be  taken  for  getting  them  into 
the  aervice  in  case  u  requisition  should  be  made  by 
the  Qeneral  GoverameDt.  fiuch  call,  if  made,  will  be 
for  a  term  of  not  I'-ss  than  one  hundred  days.  The 
troops  vill  be  clothed,  armed,  Bubsisted  and  paid  by 
the  United  States,  md  mustered  into  the  aervice  there- 
of. 

Given  under  my  luind  and  the  great  seal  of  the  State 
ttt  Harrisburg,  this  eighteenth  day  of  May,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  mid  sixty-four,  and  of  the  Common- 
wealth the  eighty-t-'ighth. 

By  the  Governor, 

Eli  Slifer, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Writ  Issued  to  the  Several  SherifEs  in  the  Common- 
wealth Providing  for  an  Election  to  Vote  upon  Cer- 
tain Proposed  Amendments  to  the  Constitution. 
Pennsylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]     A.  G.  Curtin. 

JN   THE    NAME    AND    BY 
the  authority  of  the  Com- 
itiouwealth  of  Pennsylva- 
nia.    ANDREW     G.     CUBr 
TIN,    Governor   of    the    said 
Commonwealth. 

To  Adam  Rebert,  Esijuire,  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 
Adams,  Sends  Oi-eeting: 

Whei-cas,  A  Joint  KcsolutioD  pro- 
k  positis;  certain  aniendments  to  the 
KConstitiition  of  this  Commonwealth, 
anhii-h  are  as  follows,  viz: 

"There  shall  be  an  additional  sec- 
tion to  the  third  article  of  the  Consti- 
tution, to  be  designuifd  as  section  four,  as  follows: 
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"Section  4.  Whenever  aiij  of  the  quultfled  electors 
of  this  Commonwealth  shall  be  in  any  actual  Military 
service,  under  a  re<]uisition  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  or  by  authority  of  this  Commonwealth, 
such  electors  may  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage  iu  all 
elections  by  the  ciliiens,  under  such  regulations  as 
are  or  shall  be  prescribed  by  law,  as  fully  as  if  they 
were  present  at  their  usual  place  of  elections. 

"There  shall  be  two  addttioual  Sections  to  the  Elev- 
enth Ai'ticle  of  the  Conetitution,  to  be  designated  as 
SeetiouB  eight  and  Line,  as  follows: 

"Section  8.  No  bill  shall  be  passed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture containing  more  than  one  subject,  which  shall 
be  clearly  expressed  in  the  title,  except  appropriation 
bills. 

"Section  9.  No  bill  shall  be  passed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture, granting  any  powers  or  privileges,  in  any  case 
where  the  authority  to  grant  such  powers,  or  privi- 
leges, has  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  conferred  upon 
the  Courts  of  this  Commonweal tli."  has  been  agreed 
to  by  a  majority  of  the  members  of  each  House  of  the 
Legislature,  at  two  sucfcssive  scNwions  nf  the  same. 

And  whereas.  It  is  provided  in  tlie  Tenth  Article 
of  the  said  Constiirution,  that  any  auu'ndmfnts  so 
agreed  upon,  shall  be  submittt'd  to  tlic  pi'uple  iu  such 
manner,  and  at  hucIi  time,  at  least  Ihree  mimths  after 
being  so  agreed  to  by  the  two  Housi's.  ns  the  Legisla- 
ture sliall  prescribe;  such  suluuissinn  to  be  iu  such 
mauuer  and  form,  that  the  people  may  vote  for  or 
against  each  amendment  separately  and  ilistinctly: 

And  whereas,  By  an  act  of  the  Ceneral  Assembly 
of  this  Commonwealth,  passed  the  twenty-third  day 
of  A])ril,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-four,  it  is  provided,  "that  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  the  sense  of  the  people  of  this  Common- 
wealth, in  regard  to  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  said 
amendments,  or  either  of  them,  the  Governor  of  this 
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Commonwealth  shall  issue  a  Writ  of  Electiou,  di- 
rected to  each  and  every  Sheriff  of  this  Common- 
wealth, commanding  them  to  give  notice  in  the  usual 
manner,  in  not  less  than  two  Newspapers  in  each  City 
and  County:  Provided,  That  so  many  are  published 
therein,  and  by  at  least  two  printed  hand  bills  in  each 
Election  District  of  every  City  and  County,  wherein 
no  \ewspaper  is  published,  that  an  election  will  be 
held  in  each  of  the  IV.wnsbips,  Boroughs,  Wards,  Pre- 
cincts and  Districts  therein,  on  the  First  Tuesday  of 
August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-four,  for  the  purpose  of  deciding 
upon  the  approval  and  ratiScatiou,  or  rejection,  of  the 
said  amendments,  whith  election  shall  be  opened,  held 
and  closed  upon  the  day  last  aforesaid,  at  the  places 
and  within  the  hours,  at  and  within  which  the  General 
Elections  of  this  Commonwealth  are  directed  to  be 
opened,  held  and  closed," 

Now,  therefore,  in  obedience  to  the  Tenth  Article  of 
the  Constitution,  and  in  accordance  with  the  true  in- 
tent and  meaning  of  the  said  Act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  this  Commonwealth,  I,  AJfUKEW  G.  CUR- 
TIN, Governor  of  the  said  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, do  issue  this  \\'rit,  commanding  and  requiring 
you,  the  said  Adam  Kebert,  Sheriff  of  the  said  County, 
to  give  notice  in  the  usual  manner  and  as  by  law  re- 
quired, that  an  election  will  be  held  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  Constitution,  and  provisions  of  the  act 
of  the  General  Assembly  aforesaid,  in  each  of  the 
Townships,  Boroughs,  Wards,  Precincts  and  Districts 
therein,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  August,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four, 
for  the  purpose  of  deciding  upon  the  approval  and 
ratification,  or  rejection,  of  the  said  amendments. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Real  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg,  this  Twenty-first  day  of  Jnne,  in 
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the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixtj-four,  and  of  the  Conimonwealh  the  eighty-eighth. 
By  the  governor, 

Eii  Slifer, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Note. — A  Writ  Biiuilar  to  the  aliove  was  isi^ued  the 
same  day  addressed  to  the  Sheriff  of  each  and  every 
County  in  this  Gommonwealth. 

Eli   Slifer, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Proclamation  Calling  for  Twelve  Thousand  Men  to 
Serve  at  Washington  and  Its  Vicinity  for  One  Hun- 
dred Days. 


renu&ylvania 

f  Signed]     A 

G.  Cuptin. 

TIM- 

NAMI-;    AM 

BV 

-^ 

^ 

p^ 

hv  ;i 

tllDl' 

y  of  the 

Com- 

aw 

^ 

^t  ^ 

timriw 

-allh 

of  I'euii 

ylva- 

^aHi 

is 

Hh9 

1.     -WUUKW     (!. 

TH- 

^          Tl\ 

<1  n 

.  in  1 

if    Ih 

^m 

Cnniinnnn. 

iltl 

A  PROCH 

MOTION 

Wh.H    IS 

Ihi 

V}L 

•.id(  lit    d; 

1h<- 

^ 

1    [Ml    .1    St  I 

t-.  h 

-      til 

-  dn     m 

do  a 

W 

1  ill  ii|)nn  th 

(  on 

iii<>n\ 

<  ilth  of 

'enii- 

jB 

•.\h  mn  fo 

tn.l 

*.     t! 

lusnid  u 

llilia 

am 

\    1  intf  (1  11 

fiiiti 

Ill 

xi\>    It  Wash- 

W^ 

IT  gt  .n  md 

Its  \ 

iiiil\ 

foi   one 

hun- 

I.  \ndie\ 

0 

(!i<d  a-^^^ 
Cuit  11   r.oi 

inks-, 
inoi 

f  th, 

(  r  diM  hirfied: 
s  lul  (  nmmon- 

wealth    di  nnki    this  m\   I'l  1.  lnuitnn    lit   n  sponse 
thereto,  and  do  hereby  call  on  the  frconion  of  Penn- 


Andrew  Gregg  Curtin.  593 

sj'lvaDia,  of  military  age,  to  come  promptly  forward, 
aB  they  have  heretofore  done,  and  fill  the  requiaitioD 
.  for  this  important  awrvice. 

It  ifi  apparent  that  the  eDemies  of  our  GoTerament, 
in  dt-speratioD,  ai'e  threatening  us  with  an  armed  force, 
in  the  hope  that  the  army  of  Qeoeral  Grant  may  be 
withdrawn  from  before  Richmond,  and  I  call  upon  the 
ciiizeoe  of  this  Commonwealth,  capable  of  bearing 
aims,  to  come  forward  without  delay,  and  tbua  aid 
our  heroic  brothers  in  the  great  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Harrisburg,  this  fifth  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
of  our  Ixird  one  housaiid  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four, 
and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  eighty-ninth. 

By  the  GoTernor, 

EH  safer, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Proclamation  Calling  for  Twelve  Thousand  Addi- 
tional Men  to  Repel  Invasion. 
Pennaylvania,  ss: 
[Signed]     A.  G.  Ciirtin. 

IN    THE    NAME    AND    BY 
the  authority  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  I'ennsylva- 
uiii.     ANDREW    G.    CUB- 
TIN,    flovernor    of    the    aaid 
Commonwealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

ia  now  ascertained  that  a  large 
1   force  has   been  detached  from 
kRic-limoiid   and   in   advancing  on   the 
Inorth.     So  large  a  portion  of  our  army 
remote  points,  that  it  becomes 
neei'ssary     to     raise    immediately    a 
Hufflcient      body      to      repel      them. 
They  are  already  within  the  borders  of  the  Common- 
S8— Vol.  VIII— 4ih  Ser. 
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wealtb.  You  liave  alwaja  heretofore  been  ready  to 
answer  tlie  call  of  your  country.  You  will  not  be  lees 
ready  to  come  forward  when  your  own  homes  and  Are-, 
sides  are  to  be  defended  againut  a  profligate  horde  of 
plunderers.  I  am  authorized  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cliII  for  twelve  thousand  volunteera 
(in  additiou  to  those  re<ioired  by  my  Proclamation  of 
yesterday),  to  serve  for  one  hundred  days  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland  and  Washington  and  its  vicinity.  I 
appeal  to  the  freemen  of  Penusyivania  to  rouse  them- 
selves  for  the  necessary  effort,  and  to  coine  promptly 
to  sweep  the  invaders  from  her  soil. 

I  refer  to  the  General  Oilier  ieaued  fi-om  these  Uead- 
iiuartera,  Pennsylvania  Militia,  No.  50,  dated  July  5. 
1864,  published  with  this  proclamation,  for  the  details 
of  the  arrangements.  I  do  most  earnestly  desire  the 
good  and  loyal  men  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  es- 
pecially the  veteran  soldiers  in  all  her  borders,  to  show 
themselves  worthy  uf  her  in  this  emergency. 

Her  sons  have  established  for  tht'msplve.s  on  many 
a  blood.v  field,  it  n-piitiition  for  tlie  luarlial  vir- 
tues which  they  will  not  now  foi'feit,  wiim  lintli  their 
well-earned  fame  and  the  safely  of  llicir  liinnes  and 
families  are  at  staki'. 

(liven  under  my  hand  and  the  lin-iil  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Ilarrisburf;,  this  (Itli  day  of  -Iiiiy.  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thoiisund  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four, 
and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  einhty-iiiufli. 

By  the  Governor, 

Eli  Slifer. 
Sefretarv  of  tlierommonweaUb. 
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Proclamation  Convoking  the  Assembly  in  Special 
Session  to  Take  Action  in  Connection  with  the  Mil- 
itary Exigencies. 
Pennsylvania,  as: 
[Signed]     A.  G.  tlurtin. 

IX    THE    NAME    AXD    BY 
the  aiitliority  of  the  Coui- 
mimwealtli  of  I'^nneylva- 
nia.     ANDREW    G.     CUR- 
''riN,    Governor    of    the    said 
CommODwealth. 

A  PROCI-AMATION. 
Wlu'i't'as,  An  extraordinary  ooca- 
Biou  i-eqiiires  that  prompt  Legislative 
I  acti'Jii  be  had.  to  make  the  Military 
I  povvi'!'  of  the  Commonwealth  imme 
fdiali'ly  avaihihle  for  State  and  Na 
i(ninl  defeme. 
Theiefoip.  I.  ANDREW  G.  CUR- 
TIN,  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
hy  virtnc  of  the  powi'rs  vested  in  me  by  the  Oonstitu 
tion,  do  hereby  convuno  the  (ieneral  Assembly  of  this 
Conmion wealth,  and  rciniire  the  members  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  Honse  of  Representatives,  to  meet  in  their  re- 
reapeetive  houses  in  the  Capitol,  at  Harrisburg,  on 
Tt'p:SDAY,  tlie  Nintli  day  of  August,  1SG4,  at  twelve 
o'clork  noon,  of  that  ilay,  then  and  there  to  deliberate 
upon,  and  adopt  suih  measures  as  may,  in  their  wis- 
dom, he  demanded  by  the  exigencies  of  the  occasion. 

In  testimony  whereof.  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  caiiRt-d  Ihe  Gn'at  Seal  of  the  Commonwealth  to 
bi-  atlixfd  itt  Harrisburg,  this  first  day  of  August,  in 
tile  yciti'  of  Diir  f^ord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty  four,  nud  of  the  independence  of  the  United 
Stati.-".  Ihe  eighty-ninth. 
By  the  Governor, 

Eli  Slifer, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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To  the  Assembly  Concerning  Measures  for  the  De- 
fense of  the  State  and  Union. 

Executive   Chambei", 
HaiTisburg,  August  9,  18(J4. 
Oiintlemen: 

I  HAVE  CALLED  \'0V  TOGETHER  IN  ADVANCE 
of  jour  adjourufd  session,  for  the  puriwee  of  tak- 
ing some  action  for  the  defence  of  the  State.  From 
the  commencemeot  of  the  present  rebellion,  i'enusyl- 
Tauia  has  done  her  whole  duty  to  the  Govemmeut. 
Lying  as  her  soulhtrn  couutieH  do,  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  border,  and  thus  exposed  to  sudden  in- 
vasion, a  selfish  policy  would  have  led  her  to  retain 
a  BuIGcient  part  of  her  military  force  for  her  own  de- 
fence. In  BO  doing,  she  would  have  failed  in  her  duty 
to  the  whole  country.  Not  only  would  her  men  have 
been  withheld  from  the  field  of  general  operations,  but 
the  loans  and  taxation  which  would  have  become  nec- 
essary, would  have  to  a  large  extent  diminished  the 
ability  of  her  people  to  comply  wilh  the  pecimiary  de- 
mands of  the  ruiti;d  States.  Slu-  would  also  jiave 
necessarily  iutei'fen-d  with,  iiiid  hjiUL]ieied  all  thi-  mili- 
tary action  of  the  (inveruiiu'iil.  and  in;idf  hiTself.  to 
some  extent,  responsible  fur  any  failures  iind  short 
comings  that  may  have  ociui'red.  In  inirsnance  of  the 
polii'y  thus  deliberately  adopted,  this  State  lias  stead- 
ily devoted  her  men  to  the  fjenfral  sci'vice.  Frmn  the 
beginning,  she  has  always  been  anion;;  the  Hrsl  to  re- 
spond to  the  calls  nf  the  I'uiled  Slates,  as  is  shown 
by  her  history,  from  the  three  nnmths'  raen  and  the 
Keserve  Corps  tu  the  pi'esciit  laoincnt.  Thus  faith- 
fully fulfilling  all  her  own  ohliKatiens.  she  has  a  iij,'hf 
to  he  defended  liy  Ihi'  National  fni'ie,  as  pail  (if  a  com- 
mon country;  any  oilier  view  wmild  be  ahsnrd  and  un- 
just. She,  of  course,  cannot  complain,  when  slie  suf- 
fers by  the  iie.-essai-y  contiiip-Ti.ies  nf  war.  The  re- 
flections that  have,  in  too  many  iiuarters.  been  made 
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upon  the  people  of  litr  southern  counties,  are  moet  un- 
fonnded.  they  wei't;  invaded  in  1862,  when  a  Union 
army,  mucli  superior  to  anj  force  uf  the  rebels  (and  on 
which  thej  had  of  <;oup8e  a  right  to  rely),  was  lying  in 
their  immediate  vicinity  and  north  of  the  Potomac. 
They  were  again  invaded  in  1863,  after  the  defeat  of 
the  Union  forces  under  Milroy  at  Winchester,  and  they 
have  again  suffered  ir  18G4,  after  the  defeat  of  the 
Union  forces  under  Ciook  and  Averill.  How  could  an 
agricultural  people,  in  an  open  country,  he  expected 
to  rise  suddenly,  and  beat  back  hostile  forces  which 
had  defeated  organized  veteran  armies  of  the  Govern- 
ment? It  is  of  cour'^e  expected  that  the  inhabitants 
of  an  invaded  country  will  do  what  is  in  their  power 
to  resist  the  invaders,  and  the  facts  hereiuafter  stated 
will  show,  I  think,  that  the  people  of  these  counties 
have  not  failed  in  this  duty. 

If  Pennsylvania,  liy  reason  of  her  geographical  po- 
sition, has  required  to  be  defended  by  the  National 
force,  it  has  only  been  against  the  common  enemy.  It 
has  never  been  necuneapj-  to  weaken  the  army  in  the 
field,  by  sending  heavy  detachments  of  veterans  to 
save  her  cities  from  boiog  devastated  by  small  bands 
of  ruffians  composed  of  their  own  inhabitants.  Nor 
have  her  people  beim  disposed  to  sneer  at  the  great 
masses  of  law-abidiag  citizens,  in  any  other  Btate,  who 
have  required  such  protection.  Yet  when  a  brutal 
enemy,  pursuing  a  defeated  body  of  Union  forces, 
crosses  our  border  and  burns  a  defenceless  town,  this 
horrid  barbarity,  instead  of  firing  the  hearts  of  all  the 
people  of  our  common  country,  is  actually  in  some 
quarters,  made  the  occasion  of  mocks  and  gibes  at  the 
unfortunate  sufferers,  fhousands  of  whom  have  been 
rendered  houseless;  and  these  heartless  scoffs  proceed 
from  the  very  men  who,  when  the  Btate  authorities, 
foreseeing  the  danger,  were  taking  precautionary 
measures,  ridiculed  the  idea  of  their  being  any  danger, 
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sneered  at  the  exertioiifi  to  propare  fijr  meeting  it,  and 
succeeded,  to  some  extent,  in  thwiirting  their  efforts 
to  raise  forces.  These  men  are  themselves  morally  re- 
sponsible for  the  calamity  over  which  they  now 
chuckle  and  rnb  their  hands.  It  might  have  been 
hoped — nay,  we  had  c  right  to  expect — that  the  people 
of  the  loyal  States,  enpaged  in  a  common  effort  to  pre- 
serve their  Government  and  sill  that  is  dear  to  freemen, 
would  have  forgotten,  at  least  for  the  time,  their 
wretched  local  jealousies,  and  synipathathized  with  all 
their  loyal  fellow-citizens,  wherever  resident,  within 
the  borders  of  onr  common  country.  It  should  be  re- 
membered that  the  original  source  of  the  present  re- 
bellion was  in  such  jealousies,  encouraged  for  wicked 
purposes  by  unscnipulous  politicians.  The  men  who, 
for  any  purpose,  now  continue  to  encourage  them, 
ought  to  be  held  la  public  enemies— enemies  of  our 
Union  and  our  peace — and  should  be  treated  as  such. 
Common  feelings,  common  sympathies,  are  the  neces- 
sary foundations  of  a  (ommon  frt'e  government.  1  am 
proud  to  say  that  Ihe  peojile  of  IN'iinsylvania  feel 
every  blow  at  any  i>[  her  sister  Slates  as  an  assault 
upon  themselves,  .uid  give  to  them  all  that  hearty 
good  will,  the  exjiression  of  which  is  s<imetiines  more 
important,  under  the  infliction  of  I'ahimity,  than  mere 
material  aid. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  I'cfer  to  the  approach  of  the 
rebel  army  up  the  Shenandoah  valley  on  the  third  day 
of  July  last,  to  the  defeat  of  (Jeneriil  Wallace  on  the 
Monocacy.  their  approach  to  and  threatening  of  the 
Capital,  or  to  their  destruction  of  property  and  pillage 
of  the  counties  of  Maryland  lying  on  our  border. 

These  events  hav:-  jiassed  into  history,  and  the  re- 
sponsibilities will  be  settled  by  the  judgment  of  the 
people.  At  tliat  time  a  call  was  niiide  njion  Pennsyl- 
vania for  volunteers,  to  be  mustered  into  Ihe  service  of 
the  United  States,  .lad  "to  serve  for  one  hundred  days 
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in  the  States  of  FeniiBjlvauia  aud  Maryland,  aad  at 
Washington  and  its  i'icinity." 

Notwithstanding  the  embarrnssmeuts  which  compli- 
cated the  orders  for  their  organization  and  muster,  six 
regiments  were  enlisted  and  organized,  and  a  battalion 
of  six  companies. 

The  regiments  wore  withdrawn  from  the  State,  the  ' 
last  leaving  the  29th  day  of  July.  I  desired  that  at 
least  a  part  of  this  force  should  be  couflued  in  their 
service  to  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland, 
and  made  such  an  application  to  the  War  Department. 
As  the  proposition  did  not  meet  their  approbation  it 
was  rejected,  and  the  general  order  changed  to  include 
the  States  named  and  Washington  and  Its  vicinity. 

No  part  of  he  rebel  army  at  that  time  had  come  with- 
in the  State.  The  iH'ople  of  the  border  counties  were 
warned,  and  removed  their  stock,  and  at  Chambers- 
burg  and  York  were  ot  ganized  and  armed  for  their  own 
protection. 

I  was  not  oflQciatly  informed  of  tbe  movements  of  the 
Federal  armies,  and  of  course,  not  of  the  strategy  of 
their  commanders;  but  it  was  stated  in  the  news- 
papers that  the  rebel  army  was  closely  pursued  after 
it  had  crossed  the  I'l'tomac,  and  was  retiring  up  the 
valley  of  the  Shenandoah.  Repeated  successes  of  our 
troops  were  also  announced,  and  the  people  of  this 
State  had  just  caus3  to  believe  that  quite  a  sufficient 
Federal  force  had  been  thrown  forward  for  its  protec- 
tion upon  the  line  of  the  Potomai'.  On  Friday,  the 
29th  of  July,  the  rebel  brigades  of  Johnson  and  M'Oaus- 
land,  consisting  of  from  two  thousand  five  hundred  to 
three  thousand  mounted  men,  with  six  guns,  crossed 
the  Potomac  at  Cleur  Spring  ford.  They  commenced 
crossing  at  ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  marched  directly  on 
Mercersburg.  There  were  but  forty-five  men  picketed 
in  tliat  direction,  under  the  command  of  Lieut. 
M'Clean,  V.  S.  A.,  and  as  the  enemy  succeeded  in  cut- 
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ting  the  telegraph  cominuuicatiou,  which  from  that 
point  had  to  pass  west  bj  way  of  Bedford,  no  informa- 
tion could  be  sent  to  General  Couch,  by  telegraph,  who 
was  then  at  Chambeisbiirg.  The  head  of  this  column 
peached  Chainliersburg  at  three  o'clockj  A.  M.,  on  Sat- 
urday, the  30th. 

The  rebel  brigadeu  of  Vaughn  and  Jackson,  number- 
ing about  three  thousand  mounted  men,  crossed  the 
Potomac  at  about  the  same  time  at  or  near  Williama- 
port;  part  of  the  command  advanced  on  Hagerstown; 
the  main  body  moved  on  the  road  leading  from  Wil- 
liiimeport  to  Green  Castle.  Another  rebel  column  of 
infantry  and  artillery  crossed  the  Potomac  simulta- 
iieouely  at  Shepherdstown,  and  moved  toward  Ijeiters- 
bni'g.  General  Averill,  who  commanded  a  force,  re- 
duced to  about  two  thousand  six  hundred  men,  was  at 
Hagerstown.  and  being  threatened  in  front  by  Vaughn 
and  Jackson,  on  his  right,  by  M'Causlaud  and  Johnson, 
who  also  threatened  his  rear,  and  on  his  left  by  the 
column  which  ci'Ossed  at  Sheiihcrdstown.  he  therefore 
fL'Il  hack  iii>on  Green  Castle. 

Gen.  Averill,  it  is  untlerstood.  was  under  the  orders 
of  Gen.  Hunter;  !iut  was  U<'pt  as  fully  advised,  by 
Gen.  Couch,  as  was  possible,  of  the  enemy's  movements 
on  his  right  and  to  liis  reai'.  Gen.  Ciiurh  was  in  Chani- 
bersburg.  where  his  entire  force  rousisted  of  sixty  in- 
fantry and  forty-five  lavalry,  and  a  section  of  a  batery 
of  artillery,  in  all  less  than  one  hnndieil  and  fifty  men. 
The  six  ccunpanies  of  men.  enlisted  for  uiie  hundred 
days,  remaining  in  the  Stale,  and  two  companies  of 
cavalry,  had,  under  ovilers,  from  Washington,  las  I  am 
unofticially  advised),  j-iined  Gen.  .\verill.  The  t()wn  of 
Chambersburp  was  held  until  dayli-rlil  liy  tlie  smiill 
force  under  Gen.  Coach,  during  wliii-b  lime  the  Govern- 
ment stores  and  train  w<'re  saved.  Two  batteries  were 
then  planted  by  the  enemy,  comniaudini;  the  town,  and 
it  was  invested  by  the  whole  command  of  Johnson  and 
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M'Canslaad.  At  seven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  six  companiee 
of  diBtnounted  men,  cummatided  by  Sweeney,  entered 
the  town,  followed  by  mounted  men  under  Oilmore. 
The  main  force  was  in  line  of  battle.  A  demand  was 
made  for  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  gold,  or  Ave 
hundred  thousand  dollars  in  Goyernmeut  funds,  as  ran- 
som, and  a  number  cf  citizens  were  arrested'aiid  held 
as  hostages  for  its  payment.  No  offer  of  money  was 
made  by  the  citizens  of  the  town,  and  even  if  tbey  had 
any  intention  of  paying  a  ransom,  no  time  was  allowed, 
as  the  rebels  commenced  immediately  to  burn  and  pil- 
lage the  town,  diBre!|arding  the  appeals  of  women  and 
children,  the  aged  nud  infirm,  and  even  the  bodies  of 
the  dead  were  not  protected  from  their  brutality.  It 
would  have  been  vain  for  all  the  citizens  of  the  town, 
if  armed,  to  have  ittempted,-in  connection  with  Oen. 
Couch's  small  force,  to  defend  it.  Gen,  Couch  with- 
drew his  command,  and  did  not  himself  leave  until  the 
enemy  were  actually  in  the  town.  Gen.  Averill's  com- 
mand being  within  nine  miles  of  CbamberBburg,  it  was 
hoped,  would  arrive  :n  time  to  save  the  town,  and  et- 
forts  were  made  dui  lug  the  night  to  communicate  with 
him.  In  the  meantime,  the  small  force  of  Gen  Couch 
held  the  enemy  at  bay.  Gen.  Averill  marched  on 
Chambersburg,  but  did  not  arrive  until  after  the  town 
was  burned,  and  the  enemy  had  retired.  He  pursued 
and  overtook  tliem  Kt  M'Connellsbiirg,  Pulton  county, 
in  time  to  save  that  pluce  from  pillage  and  destruction. 
He  promptly  engaged  and  defeated  them,  driving  them 
to  Hancock  and  across  the  Potomac. 

I  commend  the  bo'iselese  and  ruined  people  of  Cham- 
bersburg to  the  liberal  benevolence  of  the  Legislature, 
and  suggest  that  a  suitable  appropriation  be  made  for 
their  relief.  Similar  charity  has  been  heretofore  exer- 
cised in  the  case  of  an  accidental  and  destructive  Are 
at  Pittsburg,  and  I  cannot  doubt  the  disposition  of  the 
Legislature  on  the  present  occasion. 


On  the  fifth  dav  iif  this  month  a  largf  rebel  armj 
was  in  Maryland,  and  at  various  points  on  the  Potomae 
as  far  west  as  New  ci-tt^k;  and  as  there  was  no  ade- 
quate forte  within  The  State,  I  deemed  it  my  duty  on 
that  day  to  call  for  thirty  thousand  volunteer  militia 
for  domestic  protection.  They  will  be  armed,  trans- 
ported and  supplied  by  the  United  States,  but  as  no 
provision  is  made  fur  their  payment,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary, should  you  approve  my  action,  to  make  an  appro- 
priation for  that  purpose- 
Feeling  it  to  he  the  daty  of  the  Ueueral  Governmeut 
to  afford  full  protertion  to  the  people  of  I'ennsylvauia 
and  Maryland,  by  the  defeme  of  the  line  of  the  Poto- 
mac, 1  united  with  Uov.  Bradford  in  the  following 
letter  to  the  Pi-esideut,  dated  July  21,  A.  D.  1864: 

State  of  MaryliUid,  Executive  Department, 

Annapolis,  July  21,  1864. 
UIb  Excellency,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the 
United  States: 

Sir:  The  repeated  raids  ai-ross  the  Potomac  river, 
made  by  portiona  of  the  rebel  iiiiiiy,  and  the  extent  of 
the  damage  they  have  succeeded  so  freiiuently  in  in- 
flicting, have  most  injuriously  all'ected  the  people  of 
Maryland  and  I'eiirisylvania  in  the  neighborhood  of 
that  river,  and  many  of  them,  it  is  believed,  as  the  only 
security  against  sui-h  lossi-s  in  tlic  future,  are  seriously 
considering  the  projuiety  of  abandoning  their  present 
homes,  and  seeking  s-.afety  at  the  mirth. 

It  seems  to  us  Ihat  not  merely  in  Ibis  si'ctional  as- 
pect of  the  case,  but  in  Us  mitionnl  relations,  the  se- 
curity of  this  bnrdei'  line  Ik^Iwccti  the  loyal  and  rebel- 
lious Slates,  is  an  ■ibject  jnstifyiiLg  and  re(|iiiiinga  dis- 
j.osition  of  a  portion  of  the  national  fon'c.  with  an  .-s- 
pecial  view  to  its  defence.  Tlie  Potomac  river  can 
only  l>e  <rossed.  in  its  ordinai'v  state  of  water,  at  smne 
live  or  six  fords,  and  we  propose  to  enlist  from  our  re- 
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spective  states,  a  volunteer  tort-e  that  sliall  be  suffi- 
cient, with  the  aid  of  the  fortifications  which  the 
force  itself  can  speedily  construct,  to  effectually  guard 
them  all.  We  ask  of  ihe  GoTernmeut  that  the  recruits 
so  raised  shall  be  cr'idited  to  the  quotas  of  our  several 
States,  on  the  call  last  made,  and  be  armed,  equipped 
and  supplied  as  othcT  volunteers  in  the  service. 

We  are  aware  that,  as  a  general  rule,  well  founded 
objections  exist  to  the  enlistment  of  a  force  to  be  ex- 
clusively used  for  home  or  local  defence;  but  we 
regard  such  a  service  ae  we  now  suggest  as  an  ex- 
ceptional case,  and  the  complete  protection  of  this 
part  of  our  frontier  iis  of  tiduiitted  national  import- 
ance, 

^on  after  the  lutbreak  of  this  rebellion,  the  im- 
portance of  a  special  defence  of  the  region  bordering 
on  the  Upper  Potomac,  was  recognized  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  Hon.  Francis  Thomas,  of  Maryland, 
was  authorized  by  it  to  raise  three  regiments,  with  a 
view  to  the  protection  of  the  counties  on  either  side  of 
that  river.  These  regiments  were  raised,  but  the  sub- 
sequent exigencies  of  the  service  required  their  em- 
ployment elsewhere,  iind  they  therefore  afford  at  pres- 
ent no  particular  sp'iirity  to  that  region  beyond  other 
troops  in  the  servici^ 

The  Qeceusity,  as  v.c  think,  for  some  peculiar  provi- 
sion has  now  become  so  obvious  that  we  would  with 
great  respect,  but  most  earnestly  urge  upon  your  Ex- 
cellency the  expediency  of  acceding  to  the  suggestions 
we  have  made,  and  we  will  inimediiitcly  set  about  rais- 
ing the  forces  required,  and  we  have  no  doubt  they 
will  be  promptly  procured. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Witli  great  respect, 

Your  obedieut  servants, 

(Signed)  A.  W.  BRADFORD, 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 
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In  reply,  I  am  airected  b 
you  that  the  proposition  hi 
the  autborKy  ashe^  Tor  cai 

In  this  connection  pleaee 


The  foilowiug  letter  from  the  AsHiatant  Adjutant 
Ueueiat,  dated  August  Ist,  A.  D.  18ti4.  in  the  only  replj- 
received  by  me  np  U>  this  time. 

War  Department,  Adjutant  General's  OIBce, 
Washington,  D.  C,  August  1,  ise4. 
His  Eicellency,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  Harrlsburg; 

Sir — I  iave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  at  the 
joint  letter  from  yourself  and  the  Governor  of  Maryland, 
dated  July  21st,  1S64,  asking  authority  to  raise  a  volunteer 
force  in  your  respective  States,  to  be  exclusively  used  for 
home  or  local  defence,  and  for  guarding  the  fords  of  the 
Potomac. 

the  Secretary  of  War  to  inform 
been  fully  considered,  and  that 
ot   be  granted. 

^e  the  act  of  Congress,  nnproved 
February  13,  1862,  aa  promulgated  In  General  Orders,  No.  15. 
series  of  1SG2.  from  this  office. 

1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  aervaat, 
(Signed)  THOMAS  M.  VINCENT. 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Mem. — Similar  letter  sent   His  Excellency,  the  Governor  of 
Maryland,  this  date. 

llow  tlie  reason  given  for  the  rffnsal  to  act  on  tliia 
pi-oj>08itiou,  can  be  made  (■ousisleiit  wilh  the  enlist- 
ment of  our  tneii  for  one  hiindrt'd  days  to  serve  iu 
Pennsyltauia,  Maryland  and  at  Wiishiiigton  and  its 
vicinity,  it  ia  hard  to  [lerceive. 

On  the  suggestion  made  Ity  the  ciliKeiis  of  the  bor- 
der counties,  the  following  coinniuui<a(ion.  dated  July 
22,  1H(H,  v.i\»  iniidi.'  by  .Maj.  (ieueral  Couch  to  the 
Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Susquehanna, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  July  22,  186-). 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir— During  the   recent  raid   into  Maryland,   the  citizens   of 
Chambersburg  turned  out  with  a  determination  to  stand  by 
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tbe  tew  aoldlers  present  and  hold  the  town  against  any  cet- 
airr  (twee  that  might  aasault  it  Five  hundred  cltlienB  of 
Tork,  lireqiective  of  party,  volunteered,  were  armed  and  went 
down  tbe  Northern  Central  railroad  to  guard  the  bridges  or 
hold  their  town.  This  Is  stated  In  order  to  show  70U  ihat  the 
"border  cltlsena"  are  beginning  to  realize  that  by  &  united 
acticm  the?  have  the  strength  to  protect  themselves  against 
an  ordinary  raiding  party.  Enclosed,  1  Invite  your  attention 
to  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Governor,  together  with  bis  en- 
dorsement upon  tbe  subject  of  forming  a  special  corps  front  the 
Biz  border  counties  most  exposed. 

It  ten  thousand  men  can  thus  be  organised.  Its  existence 
would  be  a  protection  and  give  confidence. 

I  am  Informed  that  tbe  general  sentiment  of  the  people 
In  question  la  in  favor  of  something  being  done  at  once,  and, 
as  a  mttltarf  measure,  think  It  will  be  of  essential  service 
to  the  General  Government,  and  recommend  that  Ibe  Wa( 
Department  encourage  the  movement  by  authorizing  the  loan 
or  issue  of  uniforms,  provided  the  law  In  question  la  en- 
acted. 

It  is  believed  that  the  new  militia  law  of  this  State  will  prac- 
tically prove  of  no  value,  excepting  that  an  enrolment  will 
probably  be  made. 

I  am,  sir, 

Very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  D.  N.  COUCH. 

Major  General   Commajidlng  Department. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Susquehanna. 
Harrlsburg.  Pa.,  August  4,  ISM. 
A  true  copy  respectfully  furnished  (or  the  Information  of 
his  Excellency,  Governor  A.  0.  Curtin. 

JNO.  S.  SCHULTZB. 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

On  the  same  day,  I  approved,  in  writing,  of  the 
proposition,  and  expressed  ray  opinion  that  the  Legis- 
lature would  pass  an  act  in  accordance  with  it,  at  its 
adjourned  scBsion,  on  the  23d  of  Augnflt.  I  am  fur- 
nished with  an  oflBcial  copy  of  the  following  reply, 
dated  AngiiBt  1,  1864,  to  the  proposition  of  General 
Cotich. 
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War  Department,  Adjutant  General's  Offlcs, 
Washington,  D,  C,  August  1,  lgS4, 
Major  General   D,    N,   Coucb.  (commanding,  &c..   Harrlsburg, 

General^l  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  22d  of  July,  relative  to  the  United  Stales 
providing  iiniformH  (or  a  "special  corpe"  of  militia  from  cer- 
tain border  counties  of  Peansylvania. 

In  reply,  t  am  directed  to  Inform  you  that  the  Bubject  baa 
been  carefully  considered  by  the  Secretary  ot  War,  who  can- 

tnot  sanction  the  issue  ot  the  clothing  In  queattan. 
I  am.  General, 
Very  respectfujjy, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
I  {Signed)  THOMAS  M.  VINCE^JT, 

■  Assistant  Adjutant  General 

His 


Headquarters   Department  of   the   Suaquehanna, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  August  fi,  1861 
A  true  copy  reapecirully  fiirnlahed  for  the  Information  ot 
His  Excellency,  Governor  A.  G.  Curtln. 

JNO.  S.  eCHULTZB, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General, 


In  each  of  the  thr.'e  veiirs.  l,^lii>,  ISIui  und  1864.  it 
has  been  found  necessary  to  call  the  State  militia 
for  the  defence  of  tbe  State,  and  this  has  been  done 
with  the  assent  and  assistance  of  the  (Jeneral  (jov- 
erninent.  From  the  wani  of  orfj:anization  we  have 
been  obliged  to  reiy  excJiisivcl.v  on  volimlccr  inititia, 
and  with  few  exceptions  m  tn-jiutu'/.c  llieni  am-w  for 
each  occasion.  This  has  caused  confusion  and  a  loss 
of  valuable  time,  and  has  resulted  in  scndinfj  to  the 
field  bodies  of  men  in  a  jjreat  measure  undisciplined. 
The  militia  bill  passed  at  the  last  3<'ssion,  is.  1  think, 
for  ordinary  times,  the  best  militia  law  we  ever  had. 
But  under  the  existing  extraordinai'v  circumstances, 
it  seems  to  recjuire  modifications.  I  suggest  that  the 
assessors  be  directed  to  make  an  immediate  enrol- 
ment, dassifving  the  militia  as  may  be  though!  best; 
that  the  officers  be  appointed  hv  the  (lovei-uor,  on 
the  rerommendaiion  approved  by  liini  of  a  hoard  of 


Andrew  Gregg  Curtin.  607 

ezaminatiou,  compoBed  of  three  Major  Geuerale  for 
each  divisiOD,  of  whom  the  Major  General  of  the  Di- 
visioQ  shall  be  one,  the  other  two  to  be  designated 
by  the  Oovernor  from  adjoining  divisions,  or  in  such 
other  mode  as  the  Legislature  may  think  fit.  That  in 
all  cases  the  officers  shall  be  selected  by  preference 
from  officers  and  men  who  have  been  in  service,  and 
aball  have  been  honorably  discharged  by  the  United 
States;  and  that  eGFectual  provision  be  made  for  draft- 
ing the  militia  when  required. 

The  recommendation  in  regard  to  appointments,  is 
made  to  avoid  Ihe  angry  dissensions  and  too  often 
political  jealousies,  which  divide  military  organiza- 
tions by  the  election  of  officers,  and  to  secure  the 
services  of  the  most  deserving  and  competent  men. 

The  election  of  officers  in  the  volunteer  forces  in 
tile  field  has  been  found  to  be  injurious  to  the  service, 
while  promotions  by  seniority  and  appointment  of 
meritorious  privates  have  produced  harmony  and 
stimulated  to  faithfulness.  In  the  enlistments  of  new 
organisations,  the  plan  adopted  of  granting  authority 
to  officers  to  recruit  companies,  has  been  found  to  be 
the  best  policy. 

I  also  recommend  that  the  Governor  be  authorized 
to  form  (either  by  the  acceptance  of  volunteers  or 
by  draft,  in  such  parts  of  the  State  as  he  may  deem 
expedient.)  a  special  corps  of  militia,  to  consist  in 
due  proportion  of  cavalry,  artillery  and  infantry,  to 
be  kept  up  to  the  full  number  of  fifteen  rt^inients,  to 
be  styled  "Minute  Men,"  who  shall  be  sworn  aod  mus- 
tered in  the  service  of  the  State  for  three  years,  who 
shall  assemble  for  drill  at  such  times  and  places  as 
he  may  direct,  who  shall  be  clothed,  armed  and  ef|uip- 
[>ed  by  the  State,  and  paid  when  assembled  for  drill 
or  called  into  service,  and  who  shall  at  all  times  be 
.  liable  to  be  called  into  immediate  service  for  the 
defence  of  the  State,  independently  of  the  remainder 
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of  the  militia.  Ab  this  force  would  be  subject  to 
Hiiddcn  calls,  the  larger  part  of  it  should  be  organized 
in  the  counties  lying  on  our  extreme  border,  and 
as  the  people  of  those  counties  have  more  personal  in- 
terest in  their  protection,  the  recommeudation  ia 
made  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  designate  the 
parts  of  the  State  in  which  it  shall  be  raised,  and  to 
save  the  time,  expense  of  transporting  troops  from 
remote  parts  of  the  State,  and  the  subsistence  and 
pay  in  going  to  and  from  the  boi-der.  A  body  of  men 
so  organized,  will,  it  is  believed,  be  effective  to  pre- 
vent raids  and  incursions.  The  expenses  of  clothing, 
arming  and  eqnip)>ing  such  a  force,  cannot  be  cor- 
rectly ascertained,  but  the  Quartermaster  General 
has  been  directed  to  make  approximate  oetimatea  for 
your  information,  which  will  be  independent  of  pay 
and  subsistence.  The  State  should  provide  at  least 
six  four  gun  batteries  of  field  artillery,  with  all  the 
modern  improvemeots.  The  suggestion  haS  been  fre- 
quently made  by  nnreflerlinf:  persons.  Ihat  the  i*tate 
should  raise  a  force,  and  kecji  it  pei'iiiaiH'utly  in  the 
field  for  her  defence.  Apart  from  other  considera- 
tions, it  is  to  be  obseived  thai  the  expenses  ui  such 
a  measure  would  he  quite  beyonil  the  pces^'ul  ability 
of  the  State. 

To  raise  and  maintain  an  ai'iny  of  lifli'cii  regimenls 
would  involve  an  annual  expenditure  of  more  IhaTi 
fifteen  millions  of  dollai's,  and  iiiiy  smaller  foi'ce  would 
be  inadequate.  The  plan  which  I  have  above  pro- 
posed would.  I  Ihinlt,  give  the  Slate  eflicient  protec- 
tion, and  if  the  Lejiislature  should  Ihiiik  fit  (o  adopt 
it,  the  expense  can  be  readily  provided  for  by  law 
or  otherwise.  Raving  an  organized  force  under  the 
control  of  the  authorities  of  the  Stale,  and  mustered 
into  the  service  for  domestic  prolection.  we  would 
not  as  heretofore  lose  lime  in  arranging  for  (rans 
portalion  and  supplies  with  the  National  Government, 
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when  it  became  necessary  to  call  it  into  the  field. 
When  thoroughly  organized,  it  should  be  in  all  its 
appointments  an  army  which  could  be  increased  by 
drafts  made  from  our  enrolled  and  clasBifled  citizens. 

The  plan  which  I  have  above  suggested,  is  the  result 
of  reflection  and  experience  which  I  have  had  during 
the  last  three  years,  and  I  have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  submit  it  for  your  consideration  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  for  the  effectual  defence  of  the  State.  I, 
of  course,  cannot  doubt  your  approval.  If  the  Legis- 
lature should  prefer  the  adoption  of  any  other  plan, 
more  efficient  and  economical  than  the  one  which  I 
have  herein  proposed,  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  co- 
operate heartily  in  currying  it  into  effect. 

In  accordance  with  the  act  of  May  4,  1864,  I  have 
appointed  for  tlie  Eastern  armies.  Col.  P.  Jordan,  as 
agent  at  Washington,  and  Lieut.  Colonel  James  Gilli- 
land  as  assistant  agent  at  that  place,  and  also  for  the 
Southwestern  armies,  Lieut.  Colonel  James  Chamber- 
lin,  as  agent  at  Nashville.  These  agents  are  now 
actively  engaged  in  the  performance  of  their  duties, 
and  it  is  desirable  that  our  people  should  be  aware 
that  a  part  of  them  consists  in  the  gratuitous  collec- 
tion of  all  claims  by  Pennsylvania  volunteers  or  their 
legal  representatives  on  the  State  and  National  Gov- 
ernments. Volunteers  having  claims  on  either  of 
these  Governments  can  have  them  collected  through 
these  agents  without  expense,  and  thus  be  rescued 
from  the  extortions  to  which  it  is  feared  they  have 
sometimes  heretofore  been  subjected. 

Having  received  information  from  the  agents  of 
the  Btate,  that  our  sick  and  wounded  were  suffering 
greatly  from  the  want  of  comforts,  and  even  neces- 
saries, I  have  been  recently  compelled  to  call  on  the 
people  to  contribute  supplies  mainly  in  kind  for  their 
relief,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  this  ap- 

»— Vol  Vin— *th  Ser. 


peal  has  been  cheerfully  responded  to,  as  have  been 
all  my  former  appeals  to  the  same  end.     1 
possible  to  exhaust  the  liberality  of  our  generous  peo- 
ple, when  the  well  being  of  our  brave  volunteera  u 
in  question. 

In  my  special  message  of  KOth  April  last,  I  stated 
the  circumstances  attending  the  advance  by  banks 
and  other  corporations,  of  funds  for  the  payment  of 
the  militia  called  out  iu  IS6S.  lu  consequeuL-e  the 
Legialanire  passed  the  act  of  4th  May,  1864,  author- 
izing a  loan,  for  the  purpose  of  refunding,  with  in- 
terest, the  amount  thus  advanced,  in  case  Congress 
Bbould  fail  to  make  the  necessary  appropriation  at 
its  then  current  session.  I  regret  to  say  that  Con- 
gress adjourni'd  without  making  such  appropriation. 

The  balance  in  the  Treasury  being  found  sufficient 
to  reimburse  the  funds  so  advanced,  without  unduly 
diminishing  the  sinking  fund,  1  have  deemed  it  ad- 
visable not  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  the  loan, 
and  I  re(;oi  nine  rid  llic  passaj-c  of  ;iii  act  directing  the 
paynii'nt  to  be  ui,u\i-  out  of  the  iiioin'ys  in  the  Treiieury. 

As  the  omission  of  Congress  to  act  on  this  subject 
involved  an  unprecedented  disrct-ard  of  the  good  faith 
of  the  national  authoriti<'s,  I  recoiunicml  that  the  Iji'g- 
iwbmire  take  me;isures  fin-  prociniiig  an  jipjiropriation 
at  the  iie.^1  session  of  Coiif^ress. 

The  icvenue  bill  passed  at  the  last  session  h;is  been 
found  to  be  defective  in  several  iioiiits,  iiud  I  recom- 
mend a  cai'cful  and  iiiimediale  i'evisi()n  of  it. 

The  bounty  bill,  jjassed  at  the  last  session,  is  found 
to  be  defectiv<'  and  unjust  in  mniiy  of  its  jirovisions. 


and  from  the  manner  in 
some  i.arls  of  the  Slate, 
therefore  recomnieiid  a  c; 
As  tlie  [iresciit  session 
sideration  of  matters  of 


them  to  your  earnest  and  cxcliisivi 


which  it  is  administered  in 
r>iipressive  on  the  people.     1 
reful  revision  of  it. 
has  been  ciille.i  for  the  con- 
lital  imiiortance,  I  commend 


attention. 
.  G.  CURTIN. 
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To  the  Assembly  Concerning  the  Erection  of  Wings 
to  the  State  Capitol, 

Ocnttemen: — 

THE  UNDERSIGNED  WOULD  RESPECTFULLY 
report,  that,  by  sectioa  thirty-one  of  the  appro- 
priation act,  of  May  5,  1864,  they  were  appointed 
to  superintend  the  expenditure  of  the  sum  of  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  for  erecting  wings  to  the  Capitol,  "ac- 
cording to  the  original  plan."  After  examining  that 
plan,  they  were  fully  satisfied  that  the  required  and 
necessary  addition  to  the  Capitol  building  could  not 
be  made  "according  to  the  original  plan,"  and  can 
only  be  made  by  an  additional  wing  to  the  building 
on  its  eastern  front,  where  it  can  be  made  not  only 
without  injury  to  the  present  structure,  but  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  improve  the  present  appearance  of  that 
front  of  the  Capitol.  And  they  herewith  submit  a 
plan  for  such  an  addition,  for  the  consideration  and 
action  of  your  honorable  body. 

A.  G.  CUKTIN, 
HENRY  D.  MOORE. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Relative  to  the 
Capital  Stock  of  the  Petroleum  Bank," 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  August  11,  1861. 

I    HEREWITH    RETURN   TO  THE  SENATE,   IN 
which  it  originated,  bill  No.  120,  entitled  "An  Act 
relative  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  Petrolenm 
Rank," 

The  Constitution  provides  that  six  months'  previous 
notice  shall  be  given  of  applications  for  charters,  or 
for  the  renewal  or  extension  of  charters  of  banks,  in 
such  "manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law." 
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A  law  has  been  passed  presuTibing  the  manner  of 
giving  tbe  notice.  The  present  bill  provides  that  a 
defertive  publication  of  such  notice  nhall  be  deemed 
and  held  to  be  good  and  valid  in  law.  In  other  words, 
the  bill  proposes  to  violate  or  evade  the  constitutional 
provision. 

I  therefore  return  rhe  hill  without  my  signature. 
A.  G.  CUKTIN. 


To  tile  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Relative  lo  the 
Capital  Stock  of  the  Venango  Bank." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Uarriflburg,  August  11. 1861, 
Gentlemen: — 

I   HEREWITH    RETURN    TO   THE   SENATE.    IN 
whii-h  it  orif;innt.Ti,  hill  yn,  11>*.  entitle*!    "An  A.t 
rehilive    to    the    ciipllal    stork    of    th.'    \'eniinpo 
Hank." 

The  f'onslLtiitioii  jiroviiles  thill  six  inoiitli.^'  previous 
notice  shall  he  jriven  of  a|i|.Iie;ilions  for  rharlers.  or 
for  the  renewal  or  exlension  of  .-harteis  of  hanks, 
in  such  •'iiiaanei'  as  shall  he  iires.riheii  hv  law." 

A  law  has  been  jiassed  presciihing  the  manner  of 
givint;  llie  notiee.  The  |in-seiil  hill  jirovides  that  a 
defeetive  piihliealion  of  such  noliie  shall  be  ih--nicd 
and  held  to  ho  good  anil  valid  in  law.  lu  culier  woids, 
the  bill  proposes  to  violate  the  riiiisiiliitiinial  pi'o- 
vision. 

I  therefore  refiirn  the  bill  wilhoiit  niv  signature. 
A.  li.  riKTIN. 
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To  the  Senate  Relating  the  Facts  in  Connection  with 
an  Alleged  Violation  of  Good  Faith  on  the  Part  of 
the  War  Department  in  Ordering  the  187th  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers  into  Active  Service. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harriaburg,  Augnst  17,  1864. 

I  RECEIVED   THE   FOLIX)WING   RESOLUTION 
on  the  12th  of  Aiignst  instant: 

Senate  Chamber, 
"Whereaa,  Great  dissatisfaction  exlets  In  tbe  One  hundred 
and  elgiity-Beventb  reEtment,  PeunsylTanla  Toluntcors,  now 
attached  to  tbe  fifth  army  corps,  in  consequence  of  nn  alleged 
rlolatlon  of  good  faith  toward  tbom,  on  the  part  of  the  War 
Deparment,  In  ordering  them  Into  active  Benrlce,  contrary 
to  the  terms  of  their  enlistment,  as  contained  in  General  Order 
No.  20,  laaued  by  Major  General  Couch,  on  the  21th  day  of 
March  last;    therefore, 

"Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania,  That  the 
Governor  be  respectfully  requeeted  to  communicate  to  the 
Senate  all  the  facts  within  bis  knowledge,  appertaining  to 
the  said  regiment,  and  the  duties  for  which  the  same  was 
specially  and  specifically  recruited  and  musterE-d  Into  the 
United  StaUs  service." 
[Eixtract  from  tbe  Journal.] 

GEO.  W.  HAMERSLT.  Clerk. 

I  have  the  honor  to  reply  that  the  One  hundred  and 
eighty-seventh  regiment,  I'enneylvania  volunteers,  was 
recruited  on  aa  order  of  the  War  Department,  made  on 
the  application  of  Major  General  Couch,  about  the 
22d  of  March,  18(i4.  I  was  not  furnished  with  a  copy 
of  the  application  of  Major  General  Gouch.  The  fol- 
lowing copy  of  the  order  of  the  War  Department  was 
furnished  me  at  the  time: 
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[Telesram.]  War  Department. 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 
WasblngtoD,  D.  C,  March  22.  1S64. 
Major  Oen.  D.  N.  Couch,  Chamberaliurg,  Pa.: 

This  will  l)e  auttority  to  recruit  the  six  <6)  montliB  Infantry 
battalion  to  ten  (lOj  compauieB.    la  anawer  to  your  te'.egram 
of    Bevenleenth,    (17th). 
By  order. 

(Signed)  THOMAS  M.  VINCENT, 

Assistant  Adjutant  Qeneral. 
Official  copy  respectfully  furnished  for  the  Information  of 
His  ExcHlency,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania.  Harrisburg;. 
THOMAS  M,  VINCENT. 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

The  following  order  was  publisbed  by  Major  Gen- 
eral Couch,  and  under  it  the  regiment  was  quickly 
filled  to  the  masimum  number: 

Headquarters, 
Department  of  the  Susquehanna, 
Cbambersburg,  Pa.,  March  24,  1864. 
General  Orders, 
No.  20. 

Authority  having  been  granted  by  the  War  Department  Co 
the  commanding  General  of  the  Department  of  the  Susque- 
hanna, the  first  battalion  three  years  Pennsylvania  volun- 
teers (formerly  six  months  volunteers),  consisting  of  six 
companies,  mustered  into  the  United  Stales  service  for  three 
years,  or  during  the  war,  is  authorized  to  recruit  to  (en  com- 
panies of  the  maximum  strength. 

ThlB  battalion  is  on  provost  duty  in  this  Department,  and 
It  offers  a  good  opportunity  to  (hose  persons  who  have  been 
in  the  service,  and  have  been  honorably  discharged,  to  re- 
enter; and  to  those  of  good  character,  who  have  not  been  in 
the  service,  to  enter  the  same.  Only  those  known  to  the  re- 
cruiting officers  and  persons  authorized  to  recruit,  as  being  re- 
liable and  truatworlhy  will  be  received,  as  the  nature  of  the 
duty  this  battalion  is  called  upon  to  perform,  is  such  that  It  re- 
quires soldiers  in  whom  the  commanding  officers  can  place  con- 
fidence. Persons  taking  advantage  of  the  beneSts  arising  from 
enlistment  In  this  battalion,  will  receive  the  bounties  paid  by 
the  Government  as  authorized  In  existing  orders. 

The  officers  must  be  men  who  have  had  some  experience  in 
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the  military  servtce,  Intelligent,  and  of  good  character,  and 
only  those  brinslng  the  requielte  number  of  men  an<*  poseess- 
ing  the  above  quail hcatlons,  will  be  recommended  to  the  Gov- 
ernor ot  the  State  tor  commissions. 

Recruits,  and  persons  having  squads  ol  recruits,  vUl  re- 
port to  Captain  Qeorge  W.  Merrick,  first  battalion,  three  years 
Pennsylvania  volunteers,  and  recruiting  officer  (or  the  same, 
at  Harrleburg,  PennBylvanla. 

Application  to  enter  this  battalion  must  be  made  at  once, 
that  the  companies  may  be  filled  and  organized  before  the 
first  ol  April  next,  after  wblch  date,  tbe  additional  Oovernmeot 
bounties  as  now  paid  will  be  discontinued,  and  only  tbe  one 
hundred  dollars  bounty  will  be  paid,  as  provided  by  the  act 
approved  July  22.  1S61. 

By  command  of  Major  General  Couch. 

JOHN  S.  SCHULTZB,       . 
ABHlstant  Adjutant  General. 

(Official.)        J.  N.  Potter,  Ald-de-Camp. 

1  commissioned  the  oflicerB  Dominated,  and  the  com- 
paniea  were  on  duty  in  different  parts  of  the  military 
district  of  the  SuB(|uelianna,  until  the  17th  of  May, 
1864,  when,  as  I  am  unofBcially  informed,  the  regiment 
was  ordered  by  tbe  National  authorities  to  Washing- 
ton, and  thence  to  ttie  army  commanded  by  Uentenant 
General  Grant. 

Application  was  made,  after  the  regiment  was  or- 
dered out  of  the  Slate,  to  liave  it  returned,  and  the 
officers  and  men  presented  a  petition  to  the  President, 
setting  forth  tlmt  they  were  enlisted  for  provost  duty 
within  the  State,  and  aslving  to  be  ordered  baclc. 

In  July,  I  received  a  notice  from  the  Assistant  Ad- 
jutant General,  United  States  army,  that  the  applica- 
tion was  refused,  which  was  immediately  forwarded 
to  the  regiment.  I  asked  for  a  copy  of  the  paper,  and 
received  the  following  by  telegraph  to-day, 

Washington,  August  17,  1S64. 
To  His  Excellency,  the  Governor  ol  Pennsylvania: 

1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  the  statement  of  cer- 
tain members  ot  the  One  hundred  and  eighty-seventh  Peon- 


\ 


616  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

sylvanla  volunteers,  to  the  effect  that  they  were  enlisted  and 
rouet^red  Into  service  for  duty  In  the  State,  has  been  duly  In- 
veHtigated,  and  1  am  directed  to  state,  that  the  eiamlnalion 
has  failed  to  show  that  the  regiment  was  raised  with  any 
condition  or   reeervallou   whatever. 

THOMAS    M.    VINCENT, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

1  do  not  kuow  of  any  paper  ou  tile,  in  anv  ot  the 
depart uieuts,  nor  uau  I  refer  to  any  other  facts  than 
as  above  stated  of  importance,  in  answer  to  your  r 
lutiou. 

A.  G.  CUKTIN. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Joseph  A.  Phillips  to  be 
Surgeon  General  of  Pennsylvania. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrishiirg,  AuRiist  22.  1?64. 
Senators: — 

ON  THE  FIHST  DAY  OF  AidrST.  INSTANT,  1 
noniinaled   and   ajipoirilrd   Joscpli   A.   I'hilli])a. 
of  the  foiiiily  of  A]k-t;lieuy,  Siu'^m-oo  (■..•ncral  of 
reunsylvaiiia.  and  I  now  snhniit  Hiu-li  mnniiiadon  and 
appointment  for  the  adviic  and  consent  of  ilie  Senate. 
A.  (i.  CrKTIN. 


Andrew  Gregg  Curtin.  617 

To  the  Senate  Concerning  Certain   State  Troops, 
with  Correspondence  Relating  Thereto. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harriflburg,  Pa.,  August  22,  1864. 
Gentlemen: — 

I  RECEIVED  THE  FOLLOWING  PREAMBLE 
and  resolution  on  the  20th  of  August,  instant: 
"Whereas,  It  is  alleged  that  the  officers  of  the 
Third  Pennsylvania  artillery  {or  the  Provisional  regi- 
ment) are  without  commissions,  and  the  regiment, 
although  in  the  front,  is  without  surgeons;  therefore, 
in  order  to  ascertain  where  the  neglect  is,  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  fur- 
nish, at  his  earliest  convenience,  any  correspondence 
that  he  may  have  had  with  the  President  of  the  War 
Department  in  relation  thereto." 

To  which  I  have  the  honor  to  reply,  that  on  the  rec- 
ommendation of  an  officer  of  the  War  Department,  on 
the  18th  day  of  June,  1862,  I  appointed  A.  A.  Gibson, 
then  a  captain  in  the  artillery  service  of  the  United 
States,  colonel  of  the  Second  regiment,  Pennsylvania 
artillery.  It  was  represented  to  me  that  he  was  very 
well  qualified,  and  1  selected  him  accordingly,  for  this 
particular  arm  of  the  service.  Early  in  January,  1863, 
complaints  were  made  to  me  by  the  ofBcers  of  this 
regiment,  in  reference  to  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Gib- 
son, and  indeed  charges  were  made  of  a  serioua  char- 
acter. I  was  extremely  reluctant  to  interfere  between 
the  War  Department  and  a  colonel  then  in  the  service, 
but  these  complaints  contiued  to  be  repeated,  and 
in  the  month  of  May  or  June,  1863,  when  in  Washing- 
-toD  city  on  other  business,  I  was  called  upon  by  many 
of  the  ofBcers  of  the  regiment — gentlemen  who  were 
personally  known  to  me  to  be  entirely  reliable — and 
ttatements  were  made  so  serious,  that  I  could  not  dis- 
regard them,  and  I  addressed  the  Secretary  of  War 
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upon  the  subject,  (and  seat  my  couimunicattoa  from 
Willard'fi  Hotel,  without,  however,  retaining  a  yopy,) 
asking  that  Colonel  UibBon  should  be  relieved  from 
the  command  oE  the  regiment,  and  ordered  back  to  his 
regiment  in  the  army.  To  this  Communication  no 
answer  was  returned,  but  to  my  surprise  I  learned, 
unoffl'Clally,  that  al!  that  was  required  to  secure  the 
removal  of  Colonel  Gibson,  was  my  request  to  that 
effect.  On  the  2d  of  December,  ISChJ,  I  again  addressed 
the  Secretary  of  War  as  follows: 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  December  2, 1863. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir: — I  beg  leave  to  request  most  earnestly  that 
you  will  issue  an  order  to  Colonel  A.  A,  Gibson,  now 
commanding  the  One  Hundred  and  Twelfth  regiment, 
Pennsylvania  volunteers.  (Second  Pennsylvania  ar- 
tillery,) relieving  hira  from  that  command,  and  return- 
ing him  to  bis  post  as  captain  in  the  second  regiment 
of  artiltcry,  (regiilars.l  I  aiu  constrained  to  make 
this  request,  from  Die  fjul  ihal  ('oloncl  (Jibson  has 
not,  and  docs  not  j;ivc  siitisf.u-lion  to  his  n.'giment, 
that  his  olliccrs  (sonic  of  thcin  the  liuest  in  the  service) 
are  con-staiitly  appealiu;;  to  inc  to  relieve  them. 
Charges  of  a  serious  nature  roukl  hv  iircferrcd.  hut 
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To  which  no  answer  was  returned.  The  complaints 
Btill  continuing,  and  both  officers  and  men  conetantly 
appealing  to  me,  I  again  addressed  the  Secretary  of 
War,  on  the  19th  January,  1864,  as  follows: 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harriaburg,  Pa.,  January  19, 1864. 
Hon,  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir: — I  have  upon  two  occasions  before  this  endeav- 
ored to  call  your  atteution  to  the  propriety  of  order- 
ing Colonel  A.  A,  Gibson,  now  commanding  the  Sec- 
ond regiment,  Pennsylvnnia  artillery,  to  join  his  own 
regiment  of  regulars,  and  was  eurpriaed  that  no  an- 
swer had  been  returned,  I  learn,  however,  unoffi- 
cially, that  my  letters  on  this  subject  have  not  reached 
you.  I  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  to  you 
a  copy  of  my  last  letter  on  this  subject,  which  fully 
explains  the  matter;  and,  in  addition  to  what  is  there 
stated,  it  is  proper  to  say,  that  from  information  re- 
ceived. I  am  assured  that  if  Colonel  Oibson  is  not  re- 
moved very  few  of  that  regiment  will  re-enlist,  and 
that  if  he  is,  nearly  all  of  them  will.  Rence  the  ne- 
cessity for  early  action. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G,  CURTIN. 

This  letter  I  sent  to  Washington  city  by  a  member 
of  my  staff,  who  delivered  it  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
in  person,  on  the  23d  of  January,  1864. 

No  action  having  been  taken,  although  a  court  of 
inquiry  had  been  in  session  upon  charges  preferred 
against  Colonel  Gibson,  and  the  complaints  still  con- 
tinning,  on  the  16th  June,  1864, 1  addressed  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  follows: 
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Executive  Chamber, 
Harrifiburg,  Pa.,  June  16.  18G4. 

Sir: — In  the  spring  of  18G2  you  requested  me  to 
raise  a  volunteer  regiment  of  tieavy  artillery,  called 
the  Second  regiment.  Heavy  artillery,  Pennsylvania 
volunteers.  The  order  being  a  special  one,  there 
seemed  to  be  required,  to  command  the  regiment,  an 
officer  of  experience  in  that  particular  line,  and  ( 
of  the  officers  of  the  War  Department  recommended, 
for  that  purpose,  Captain  A.  A.  Gibson,  of  the  State 
of  Maine,  (hen  a  captain  in  Second  artillery.  United 
Stales  army.  In  compliance  with  this  recommenda- 
tion, and  without  any  other  knowledge  of  Captain 
Gibson,  1  appointed  and  commissioned  him,  on  the 
ISth  of  June,  1862,  as  colonel  of  the  regiment. 

His  eondurt  and  deportment  since  have  been  most 
intolerable.  He  has  violated  the  faith  of  the  Govern- 
ment, pledged  to  recruits,  for  regiments  in  the  field, 
by  general  order  No.  88,  July  25,  1862,  which  provides 
that  they  shall  he  [termifted  to  select  any  company  »f 
tiie  rr-frimcnt  (hey  iiiiiy  (U'efer.  lii  i<.ii(cni|)t  of  lliis 
order,  lu-  has  forced  reniiils  iiilo  balleries  olhei'  tlian 
tlmse  which  they  sclcctcil. 

In  at  least  one  iiislaiice,  lie  has  used  liiritiuaf-e.  to  a 
commissioned  officer  of  his  n-giuiciil.  in  presrnce  of 
an  enlisted  man.  unhecoriiiii;:  an  ollirci'  ami  a  fjentle- 
man.  and  calculated  to  siihveit  all  disci|iliiie. 

He  has  tivated  the  roiumoinv.-nlth  of  reiinsylvaiiiii 
with  contemjit,  by  reiuniing.  to  her  aj;i-iit.  (lie  Hag 
which  he  sup)iosed  to  be  tho  Hag  }ire.-icnti'il  lo  iln-  regi- 
ment by  the  State.  lUKb-r  the  direction  of  an  ai't  of 
Assembly,  and  giving  as  a  reason  for  so  doing,  that 
when  the  regiment  was  mustered  into  tlie  sei'vice  of 
the  T^nited  States,  it  censed  to  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  State. 

He  has  slandered  (be  whole  peojile  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  especiallv   her  gallant   soldiers   in   (lie   field,  bv 
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saying,  "PennBylvania  soldiere  will  not  fight  One 
eoutliera  Boldier  is  worth  three  of  them.  The  rebel 
officers  make  a  practice  of  ascertaining  in  what  part 
of  the  hattle-fleld  the  PennBylvania  troops  are  sta- 
tioned, and  then  attacli  that  part  of  the  line,"  or 
words  to  that  effect. 

In  utter  defiance  and  contempt  of  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress, to  be  presently  referred  to,  he  took  possession 
of  a  first  lieutenant's  commisBion,  which  1  had  issued 
to  a  non-commissioned  offlcer  of  the  regiment,  court 
martialed  the  officer  for  having  accepted  it,  and  re- 
tained the  commission  until  it  had  been  given  in  evi- 
dence before  the  court  martial. 

The  facts  above  recited  were  all  reported  as  proved 
by  a  court  of  inquiry,  assembled  on  the  2oth  of  Jan- 
uary, 1864,  of  which  Brigadier  General  De  Russey  was 
president,  which  also  reported  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  court,  no  further  military  proceedings  were  neces- 
sary in  the  case. 

I  add,  that  the  proceedings  of  Colonel  Gibson  have 
been  habitually  so  offensive,  that  I  have  long  ceased 
to  bold  any  communication  with  him. 

The  heavy  artillery  is  known  to  be  a  favorite  arm. 
One  regiment  was  raised  in  Pennsylvania,  and  when 
that  was  completed  a  second  was  authorized  to  be 
raised.  Authority  to  raise  more  in  this  State  was 
refused,  although  in  New  York  no  less  than  sixteen 
regiments  were  authorized.  In  consequence  of  this 
refusal  there  was  a  large  surplus  recruited  for  the 
Second  regiment.  This  surplus  amounts  to  more  than 
enough  to  form  another  regiment,  and  measures  were 
taken  by  the  War  Department  to  form  one  accord- 
ingly. The  act  of  Congress  of  22d  July,  1861,  provides 
that  the  field,  staff  and  company  offtcers  of  volunteer 
regiments  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  Governors 
of  the  respective  States,  and  the  act  of  Congress  of 
6tb  August,  1861,  provides  that  vacancies  thereafter 
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ocrurriog  in  the  vohmfeer  regimentB  shall  be  filled  by 
the  Governors  of  the  States  respectively,  in  the  same 
manner  as  original  appointmeuts. 

In  detlance  of  these  provisions,  Colonel  Gibson  nn- 
dertook  to  appoint  nil  the  commissioned  ofDcers  of  the 
proposed  new  regiment,  (except  the  lieutenants,  sur- 
geons and  chaplains,)  including  the  colonel,  and  the 
persons  thus  named  by  him  have  been  put  in  command. 

I  of  course  disregarded  this  unwarrantable  inter- 
ference with  the  authority  conferred  on  me  by  Con- 
gress, and  appointed  and  commissioned  the  persons, 
carefully  selected  for  their  fitness,  to  be  officers  of  the 
new  regiment.  These  ofQcers  have  not  been  mustered 
in;  the  new  regiment  has  now  been  sent  into  the  field, 
having  only  ten  company  officers  for  more  than  four- 
teen hundred  men,  a.  number  of  them  without  commis- 
sions,  at  least  four  companies  of  from  one  hundred  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men  each,  being  commanded  by 
sergeants,  and,  as  1  am  credibly  informed,  without  the 
usual  supply  of  surgeons,  surgical  insf  ruments  or  med- 
ical supplies. 

The  conduct  of  Colonel  Gibson  ])roduced  great 
asperation  and  discontent  among  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  i-eginient,  and  their  complaints  to  me  were  fr 
quent  and  urgent. 

I  repealedly  rciiucstcil  the  \\';ir  nepartnient  to  re- 
turn him  to  his  liiilteiy.  :is  i-aptain  in  Ihe  regular  ser- 
vice, but  without  success.  I  annex  to  this  letter  copies 
of  the  last  two  letters  which  I  iiddressed  to  the  War 
Dei>artment  on  this  subject,  dated  respectively  2d  De- 
cember, ISfiS,  and  19th  January,  ]8(i4. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  I  can  no  longer  permit  Col.  Gibson  to 
remain  in  command  of  the  regiment,  and  hy  virtue 
of  the  power  of  removal  vested  in  me,  by  the  power  of 
appointment  conferred  on  mo  by  the  acl  of  Congress, 
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I  have  determined  to  revoke  and  Bupersede  and  vacate 
bis  commission,  and  dismiss  him  from  his  office. 

The  most  gentle  conetruction  to  be  put  on  the  con- 
dnct  of  Col.  Gibson,  would  be  to  ascribe  it  to  partial 
iDsamty.  It  appears  that  he  admitted  before  the 
conrt  of  inquiry,  that  be  bad  the  reputation  of  being 
eccentric,  but  not  to  the  extent  charged. 

To  whatever  cause,  however,  his  course  is  to  be 
attributed,  my  respect  for  the  Commonwealth,  whose 
organ  I  am,  and  my  regard  for  the  welfare  of  her  citi- 
zens recruited  for  the  Second  Pennsylvania  artillery, 
and  now  in  the  field,  require  that  I  should  seriously 
invoke  your  aid  to  overcome  the  obstacles  hitherto 
created  by  some  of  your  ofiBcers,  and  by  which  the 
exercise  of  the  just  authority  conferred  on  me  by  the 
acts  of  Congress,  has  been  thus  far  in  this  case  pre- 
vented. You,  Sir,  are  the  responsible  head  of  the 
Government.  Your  duty  and  your  oath  of  office  re- 
quire you  to  see  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 
These  very  acts  of  Congress  were  approved  and  signed 
by  yourself.  I  will  not  believe  that  you  will  in  effect 
violate  them  yourself,  by  permitting  officers  who  are 
under  your  control  to  disregard  and  trample  on  them. 

For  obvious  reasons  connected  with  the  public  ser- 
vice, it  is  desirable  to  avoid,  so  far  as  may  be  possible, 
any  appearance  of  a  collision  between  us  on  such 
a  subject.  If  you  conceive  that  the  law,  as  it  now 
stands,  is  unwise  or  inconvenient.  Congress  is  still  in 
session,  and  you  can  recommend  an  alteraition  of  it.  I 
pray  you  to  recollect  that  under  that  law,  as  it  exists, 
my  duties  and  responsibility  are  coextensive  with 
my  authority.  I  have  no  alternative  but  to  exercise 
it  in  conformity  with  my  beet  judgment  and  discre- 
tion. 

I  do,  therefore,  most  respectfully,  but  most  ear- 
nestly, request  from  you  the  assurance  that  you  wiU 
immediately  give  orders  which  shall  be  effective  on 
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all  your  officials,  to  obey  tbe  acts  of  CoogreBS  above 
referred  to. 

let.  By  muEteriiig  out  any  field,  staif  or  company 
officerB  lu  tlie  regimeuts  of  Peuusylvaiim  Yolunteers, 
whose  couiuiiBBious  shall  have  been  revoked  and  super- 
seded by  the  Governor  of  their  State;  and 

2d.  By  mustering  in  (exrept  in  cases  provided  for  by 
the  act  of  Congress)  any  persons  who  shall  have  been 
commissioned  as  such  olllcers  in  such  regiments,  by 
the  Governor  of  the  State,  whether  as  original  ap- 
pointments or  to  fill  vacancies. 

Under  great  diecouragements,  this  Commonwealth 
and  her  authorities  have  endeavored,  in  every  way, 
to  aid  the  Government  in  Its  struggle  with  treason; 
and  I  am  proud  to  believe,  have  most  promptly,  . 
fully  and  cheerfully  discharged  their  whole  duly  in 
this  regard,  and  by  the  blessing  of  God,  will  continue 
to  do  80.  Her  citizens  have  freely  shed  their  blood 
in  defence  of  our  common  country.  They  have  volun- 
teered iti  her  service,  in  the  faith  of  solemn  assur- 
ances, by  ai-(s  of  <.'ouj;resH,  approved  by  youivHclf,  that 
the  selection  of  llieir  rct;imcnta]  oflicers  should  be 
confided  to  the  authorities  of  their  own  Slate,  who 
would  be  comparatively  familiar  with  thcii'  wants  and 
with  their  merits  and  clainis. 

Sir,  I  implore  voit.  do  not  leaili  iliern  tJial  these  as- 
surances have  been  solcniii  di-ieptioiis,  and  may  be 
violated  at  the  whim  iif  any  jicrson  holding  a  position 
in  any  of  the  {grades  of  the  military  hierarchy,  from 
the  Conmiander-iu-chief  down  lo  a  mnsteriiit,'  oflieer. 
A'ery  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

A.  G.  CUBTIN. 

To  the  President. 

To  this  no  reply  was  received. 

On  the  receipt  of  the  following  Icltcrs,  addressed 
to  the  Surgeon  General  of  Pennsylvania,  surgeons 
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were  at  once  assigaed  to  the  regiment,  and  ordered 
torwarded,  viz: 

Headquartere  Pro.  Zd  Pa.  Heavy  Artillery, 
Pro.  Brl.  let  DIt.,  Hb  Ann;  Corps, 
Virginia,  May  S9,  186t. 
Adjntant  OKieral,  United  States  Army: 

Sir — For  the  reason  that  no  medical  attendance  has  been 
permanently  attached  to  my  regiment,  by  the  D^artment,  I 
applied  to  my  brigade  commander,  who  assigned,  temporarily, 
AMletant  Surgeon  L.  Phillips,  14th  New  Twk  artillery. 

I  would  respectfully  request  that  Assistant  Surgeon  I-  Phil- 
ips be  permanently  attached  as  surgeon  of  this  regiment,  not 
only  for  hla  energy  and  ability,  but  for  the  marked  eucceet 
with  which  he  alone  baa  managed  the  twelve  hundred  men 
now  in  my  command. 

It  1b  needless  for  me  to  set  forth  the  Importance  of  having 
permanent  medical  attendance. 

The  two  assistant  eurgeons  ordered  to  report  to  me,  by 
the  Medical  Department  at  Washington,  are'  not  with  the 
regiment,  the  one  left  It  after  being  attached  two  dayv,  with- 
out even  reporting  a  cause  therefor,  the  other  has  not  yet 
reported. 

I  am,  Qeneral, 

Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  WIUIELM, 
Col.  Pra  2d  Pa.  Heavy  Artillery,  Comd'g. 
Surgeon  General's  Ufflce,  June  14,  1S64. 
A  true  copy. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  C.   LEB, 

Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  Army. 

Surgeon  QenenU's  Office, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  June  14,  1864. 
Sir — I  am  directed  by  the  Acting  Surgeon  Oeneral  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Provisional  Second  Penn- 
sylvftnla  heavy  artillery  has  been  sent  to  the  field,  without 
commissioned  medical  officers,  and  that  urgent  complaints  are 
made,  upon  the  want  of  medical  attendance,  aa  will  be  seen 
by  the  enclosed  letter. 

Tour  attention  Is  respectfully  called  to  this  subject  at  your 
earliest  convenience. 

40— Vol.  Vlll—tth  Ser. 


The  two  .iBBlstant  Burgeons  referred  to  In  Colonel  Wilhelm'a 
letler,  were  serving  temporarily  under  contract. 
1  am.  Sir, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
By   order  of  the   Acting   Surgeon   General. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  C.   LEE, 

AsalBtant  Surgeon  U.  8.  Army. 
Dr.  William  S.  King.  Surgeon  General  of  PenneylTanla,  Har- 
ris burg,  Pa. 

Before,  however,  the  surgeons  bo  assigned  had  joined 
the  regiment,  the  following  letter  was  reeeiTed  from 
the  Surgeon  lieneral  of  the  United  States: 

Surgeon  General'a  Office, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  June  22.  1 
Sir — On  the  14th  Instant  a  letter  was  written  to  you  calling 
your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  ProTlsiooal  Second  Penn- 
Bylvania  heavy  artillery  had  been  sent  to  the  Held  without 
commissioned  medical  officers. 

Since  the  above  letter  was  mailed,  thia  office  has  been  In- 
formed by  the  War  Department,  that  "It  (Second  Pennsylvania 
Provisional  heavy  firllllery)  Is  a  provisional  reKlmpnl,  ofRan- 
Ized  by  this  (War  Department)  department,  and  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Pennsylvania  cannot  commission  offlcera  for  it,  and 
commissions  by  the  Governor  canuot  be  recognised." 
I  am.  Sir, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant. 
By  order  of  the  Acting   Surgeon   General, 
(Signed)  C.  H.  CRANE, 

Surgeon  U.  S.  Army. 
Dr.  James  King,  Surgeon  General  of  Pennsylvania,  Harris- 
burg,   Pa. 

I  HI  mediately  ujion  the  rerfii)t  of  this  letter,  I  again 
addressed  Die  President  of  the  United  States  as  fol- 
lows : 

Execntive  Cliamber, 
Harrisburg.  Pa..  June  24.  1864. 
Sir; — Since   mv   ("oinniuniration   of   llie   Ifilh   .Inne. 
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inRttlirt,  the  Burgeon  Oeoeral  of  Pennsflvania  hae  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  acting  Surgeon  General  of 
the  United  States,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  fur- 
nished, in  which  yon  notice  that  it  is  aasumed  thai 
the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  cannot  eommiBsion  offi- 
cers in  what  is  called  the  Second  Pennsylvania  pro- 
visional regiment,  heavy  artillery,  and  that  the  sur- 
geons sent  forward  by  my  directions  cannot  he  recog- 
nized by  the  War  Department, 

I  cannot  believe  that  this  assumplion  of  power  can 
meet  your  approbation,  but  feel  it  my  duty  to  ask  the 
question. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  CU'BTIN. 
To  the  President. 

P.  S. — That  you  may  have  a  full  yiew  of  the  position 
of  this  affair,  I  enclose  copies  of  the  prior  correspond- 
ence between  the  Surgeon  General,  U.  S.  A.,  and  the 
Surgeon  General  of  Pennsylvania, 

A.  G.  C. 

No  reply  having  been  received  to  this,  I  again  ad- 
dressed the  President,  (by  telegraph,)  as  follows,  viz: 
Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  July  16, 1861. 

Sir:— On  the  16th  and  24th  of  June  last,  I  had  the 
honor  to  address  you  letters  in  reference  to  the  Second 
regiment,  heavy  artillery,  Pennsylvania  volunteers, 
which  I  regarded  as  of  importance  to  the  public  ser- 
vice, to  which  no  answers  have  yet  been  received. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  my  letters,  and 
to  ask  an  answer.  My  letters  from  the  regiment, 
since  it  was  sent  to  the  front,  are  of  such  a  character 
that  it  is  my  duty  to  press  upon  you  the  relief  of 
the  citizens  <jf  this  State  in  the  regiment,  from  the 
wrongs  under  which  they  suffer. 

A.  G.  CUETIN. 
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To  rlic*  PifHuifiit,   Wasliiugton. 

Ou  the  ISth  of  July,  1864,  1  received  a  dispatch  from 
the  President,  diited  the  day  befon?,  iiiviting  me  to 
tome  to  Washington  to  confer  with  him  on  thL-  sub- 
jeit,  to  which  I  at  once  replied,  also  b,v  telegraph,  that 
I  could  no)  leave  Uarrisburg  at  that  time,  and  that 
as  1  had  fnll.v  expressed  my  views  in  my  letters  of  the 
Itith  and  24th  June  last,  1  did  not  know  of  anything 
more  that  I  conld  suggest  in  reference  to  the  matter, 
and  that  I  had  directed  the  Military  Agent  of  the 
State,  Colonel  Francis  Jordan,  to  call  upon  hiui,  and 
asked  him  to  receive  him. 

In  accordance  with  this  arrangement,  Colonel  Jor- 
dan had  an  interview  with  the  President,  and  reports 
o  me  that  the  President  expressed  a  willingness  to 
emove  Colonel  Gibson,  and  I  presume  that  has  been 
done;  but  as  to  the  question  of  officering  the  regiment 

am  aA  yet  unadvised,  and  indeed,  from  the  lapse 
of  time,  am  induced  to  infer  that  the  assumption  of 
power  by  (he  Win  Di'iiartineiit,  in  the  order  of  ap- 
tiii<r  oftic.-rs  li;is  not  Ik-l^ii  ;ib;ni(loiifd. 

A.  G.  CT'RTIN. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Authorizing,  the 
Payment  by  the  State  Treasurer,  of  Certain  War- 
rants Issued  by  the  Auditor  General  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  Payment  of 
Certain  Military  Claims  and  for  Legalizing  Claims 
Heretofore  Settled  by  the  Board  of  Military 
Claims." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrieburg,  Angast  24, 1864. 
QentlemeD : — 

I  HEREWITH  RETUEN  TO  THE  SENATE,  IN 
wMch  it  originated,  bill,  No.  1329,  entitled  "An 
Act  authorizing  the  payment,  by  the  State  Treas- 
nrer,  of  certain  warrants  issued  by  the  Auditor  Gen- 
eral of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the 
payment  of  certain  military  claims,  and  for  legaliz- 
ing claims  heretofore  settled  by  the  Board  of  Military 
Claims." 

The  act  of  16th  April,  1863,  and  its  Bupplement, 
paseted  22d  April,  1^63,  provided  for  the  adjustment 
and  payment  of  certain  military  claims.  With  a  view  • 
to  SQch  adjustmentB,  these  acts  established  a  board 
composed  of  the  Adjutant  Oeneral,  the  QnartermajBter 
General,  and  the  Commissary  General,  any  two  of 
whom  should  form  a  quorum.  To  this  board  the  claims 
were  to  be  submitted,  and  on  their  report,  if  approved 
by  the  Auditor  General,  the  claims  were  to  be  paid. 
It  is  well  known  that  with  us  the  machinery  for  car- 
rying on  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Btate  retains  the 
simplicity  of  early  times,  when  the  principal  payments 
from  the  Treasury  were  of  the  salaries  of  the  Execu- 
tive ofilcers,  and  the  judges,  and  the  expenses  of  the 
Legislature.  Now,  that  with  a  change  of  circum- 
stances, these  affairs  have,  however,  vastly  enlarged, 
and  embrace  subjects  much  more  complicated,  it  has 
been  found   necessary,  from   time  to  time,  to  makfi 
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special  provisioas  on  particular  subjects,  to  prevent 
the  Treasury  from  being  injured.  In  the  present  case 
the  Legislature  has  established  a  board  composed  of 
three  officers  of  high  rank,  to  sit  as  a  tribunal,  and 
examine  the  military  claims  presented,  with  power 
to  take  testimony,  and  the  favorable  action  of  this 
board  is  an  essential  prerequisite  to  the  payment  of 
any  such  claims.  A  reference  to  the  acts  in  question 
will  show  that  the  powers  intrusted  to  this  board  are 
such  as  require,  for  their  due  exercise,  care,  delibera- 
tion, and  in  fact,  a  judicial  action.  They  are  lo  report 
upon  all  claims  contracted  for  the  subsistence,  clothes, 
transportation  or  organization  of  our  volunteers,  under 
orders  of  authorized  officers  of  this  State:  Provided, 
That  no  higher  price  shall  be  allowed  than  has  been 
paid  for  like  articlea  procured  under  contract  by  the 
State,  and  so  mnch  as  may  in  the  judfrment  of  the 
board  be  due  upon  any  contract  made  prior  to  I5th 
May,  1861,  by  any  military  officers  in  tbis  State,  in  good 
faith  with  citizens  of  this  State,  may  in  their  discre- 
tion be  paid  on  due  proof  of  such  contract,  or  so  much 
as  may  in  their  judgment  be  the  fair  value  of  the 
goods  or  merchandize  so  purchased. 

It  is  provided,  that  the  settlement  shall  embrace  the 
claims  for  pay  of  all  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  of  per- 
sons acting  in  the  capacity  of  officers,  from  the  time 
they  commenced  to  rerruit  under  the  authority  of  the 
State,  and,  if  privates,  from  the  date  of  their  enrol- 
ment: Provided.  That  in  the  settlement  of  such  claims 
said  board  shall  allow  such  claims,  or  so  mnch  of  such 
claims  as  may  be  presented,  as  in  their  opinion  may 
in  Justice  and  equity  he  due  for  the  services  rendered. 
Various  other  provisions  could  be  cited,  but  indeed  the 
whole  body  of  these  acts  shows  that  judicial  functions 
of  more  than  usual  delicacy  were  entrusted  to  tliis 
board  by  the  I^egislature. 

The  eighth  section  of  the  act  of  16th  April,  1863, 
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above  mentioned,  provided  that  wliere  lands  or  tene- 
ments had  been  occupied  by  troops,  the  owners  might 
apply  by  petition  to  the  court  of  the  proper  county, 
which  should  appoint  three  disinterested  appraisers, 
who  being  duly  STVorn  or  affirmed,  should  proceed 
to  view  the  premises,  hear  testimony,  and  make  a  juet 
and  true  valuation  of  the  alleged  damages,  and  re- 
port the  same,  with  all  the  testimony,  to  the  eonrt, 
and  if  such  report  should  be  confirmed  by  the  court, 
then  the  sum  found  due,  with  all  the  testimony,  sbonld 
be  certified  to  the  Military  Board,  to  be  examined  and 
reported  upon  to  the  Legislature.  By  the  act  of  22d 
April,  1863,  above  mentioned,  thirty  days'  notice  was 
required  to  be  given  to  the  Military  Board  of  the  pre- 
sentation of  a  petition  on  a  claim  for  laud  damages, 
and  on  the  reception  of  such  notice,  the  board  was  em- 
powered to  employ  counsel  to  represent  the  interests 
of  the  Ptate.  By  ^incither  act  of  22U  April,  1863,  the 
pay  of  each  member  of  the  board  for  services  as  such, 
was  fixed  at  fifty  dollars  per  month,  to  be  computed 
from  24fh  April.  1862. 

It  thus  appears,  that  not  only  was  the  board  en- 
trusted with  a  high  original  jurisdiction,  but  to  it  waa 
also  confided  a  supervisory  function  over  the  proceed- 
ings of  appraisers  and  of  the  courts. 

It  cannot  be  supposed  that  more  difficulty  would 
attend  the  ascertainment  of  damages  done  to  a  farm 
by  the  occupation  of  our  troops,  than  there  wonld  be 
in  inquiring  into  tlie  existence,  terras  and  bona  fides, 
of  contracts  made  hy  any  military  officer  with  a  citi- 
zen, before  the  15th  May,  1861,  and  in  exercising  judg- 
ment and  discretion  as  to  the  true  value  of  the  goods 
purchased.  Yet  on  claims  for  land  damages,  (as  it 
wonld  be  inconvenient  for  the  board  to  view  the  prem- 
ises,) appraisers  are  required  to  be  appointed  by  the 
court,  their  report  (with  all  the  testimony)  is  to  be 
examined  and  approved  by  the  court.  The  Military 
Board  is  empowered  to  employ  counsel  to  protect  the 
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State,  and  finally  ia  to  examine  the  report,  after  it  has 
been  confirmed  b_v  the  court,  and  to  report  them  to  the 
Legislature. 

Considering  that  the  daiois  in  question  are  of  in- 
definite amount,  and  probably  exceed  one  million  of 
dollars,  in  the  aggregate,  I  remember  no  example  of 
greater  confidence  reposed  by  the  Legislature,  in  three 
of  their  fellow  citizens.  There  is  exhibited  in  the 
powers  conferred  on  this  board,  a  confidence  well  de- 
served by  Ihe  characters  of  the  individual  members 
of  the  board.  Acting  thus  in  a  judicial  capacity,  it 
was  the  clear  and  undoubted  duty  of  the  board  to 
meet  from  time  to  time,  and  hear  and  decide,  as  a 
board,  the  important  questions  Bnbmitted  to  them. 

This  duty  is  not  a  technical  requirement  of  the  law, 
known  only  to  persons  skilled  in  the  law;  it  is  familiar 
to  probably  every  citizen.  There  can  scarcely  be  an 
adult  man  in  Pennsylvania  who  has  not  some  expe- 
rience or  knowledge  of  some  arbitration,  or  reference, 
or  jury  of  partition,  or  road  jury,  or  jury  of  appraise- 
ment. ()r  ynmd  or  petit  jury,  civil  or  criminal,  and  who 
has  not  observed  that  all  such  bodies  are  required  to 
meet,  and  together  exercise  their  functions.  Tlie  rea- 
son of  this  rule  is  obvious.  I'ardes  are  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  a  joint  deliberation  and  consideration  of 
their  case,  by  fbose  who  are  app<)iule(l  to  decide  upon 
it.  The  opinion  of  the  most  clcar-sitibicd.  or  the  most 
obstiiuite  man.  may  be  modified  and  coi'ri'cted.  by  con- 
sultation with  his  fellows. 

Unfortunately  the  Military  Hoard  violated  the  duty 
thus  imposed  upon  thcni.  Instead  of  meeting  to  ex- 
amine and  decide  the  claims  submitted  to  them,  the 
nniform  course  was  that  one  member  of  the  lumrd. 
acting  individually  and  separately,  examined  and  certi- 
fied them;  afterwards  another  memlier,  in  the  same 
way,  examined  and  certiiied,  and  the  third  member  was 
never  consulted  about  them, 
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Ab  booq  aa  this  mode  of  proceeding  wae  known  to 
be  going  *Hi,  I  remonBtrated  earnestl;  witb  the  mem- 
bers of  the  board  on  the  subject,  pointing  oat  not  only 
the  iliegalitj,  but  in  my  view,  the  entire  impropriety 
of  euch  a  coorae,  and  I  was  nnder  the  impresaion  that 
they  would  abandon  it. 

If  the  meanest  man  in  the  Commonwealth  bad  con- 
sented to  a  reference  to  men  of  a  claim  for  the  small- 
est amount,  and  the  referees  were  to  act  aa  this  board 
has  acted,  the  court  would  set  aside  their  award  for 
misconduct.  Is  it  to  be  tolerated  that  these  referees 
shall  award  perhaps  a  million  of  dollars  against  the 
Btate,  in  a  like  manner? 

It  afterwards  appeared  that,  notwithstanding  my 
remonstrance,  the  two  members  of  the  board  per. 
sisted  in  their  course.  TLe  consequence  was  tbat 
Mr.  Moore,  the  State  Treasurer,  refused  to  pay  war- 
rants issued  in  pursuance  of  their  action. 

The  matter  was  brought  before  the  Supreme  Court, 
at  its  last  session  in  Harrisburg,  and  promptly  decided 
of  course  in  favor  of  the  State  Treasurer. 

I  submit,  with  this  message,  an  exemplification  of 
the  record  of  that  case. 

The  preamble  to  this  bill  recites,  that  doubts  have 
arisen  as  to  the  legality  of  such  warrants.  There  are 
no  doubts  on  this  matter.  The  Supreme  Court  has 
expressly  decided  them  to  be  illegal,  and  haye  so  de- 
cided in  conformity  with  the  uniform,  well  settled 
and  just  law  of  this  State,  and  it  is  believed  of  all  other 
States  and  couatrieB. 

Since  that  decision,  which  was  made  on  the  26th 
May  last,  there  has  been  abundant  time  for  the  board 
to  have  acted  regularly  on  all  the  claims  affected  by 
it.    But  this  has  not  been  done. 

For  these  reasons,  I  should  return  this  bill,  eren 
if  it  proposed  merely  to  render  valid  the  past  void 
action  in  the  premises.    But  I  perceive  that  the  second 
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section  of  tbe  bill  actuallj  proposes  to  render  such 
action  legal  in  tbe  future.  I  caunot  approve  of  Bucb 
legislation.  No  mau  I  think  wonld  submit  to  have  his 
own  private  rights  bo  decided,  and  I  will  never  consent 
that  the  Commonwealth  shall  be  put  in  a  worse  poai- 
tioD  in  this  reapect  than  ao  individual.  These  gentle- 
men are  special  referees  to  decide  between  the  Com- 
monwealth and  active  classes  of  claimants.  If  the 
Legislature  had  appointed  one  of  them  to  be  referee, 
he  might  have  acted  as  such;  but  as  the  trust  has  been 
confided  to  three,  or  a  majority  of  them,  I  will  not 
consent  that  the  just  and  well  known  law  of  tbe  land 
shall  be  set  aside,  mereij  because  they  choose  to  act 
in  defiance  of  it. 

I  am  only  dealing  with  the  bill  before  me  aa  it  pro- 
poses to  change  existing  laws,  which,  if  properly  ad- 
ministered, would  do  speedy  justice  to  the  claimants, 
and  at  the  same  time  protect  the  Treasury  of  the  State. 
The  several  acts  of  Assembly  afford  the  citizens  of  the 
Commonwealth,  having  claims  under  them  for  military 
services,  amjile  means,  and  without  unreasonable  de- 
lay, of  obtaining  payment  of  them,  and  constitute  one 
of  the  just  and  reasonable  guards  of  the  public  treas- 
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Proclamation  of  the  Cancellation  of  Two  Hundred 
and  Sixty-Eight  Thousand  Five  Hundred  and 
Sixty-Nine  Dollars  of  the  Principal  Debt  of  the 
Commonwealth  Through  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Sinking  Fund. 
Penosylvaiiia,  bb. 
(Signed.)    A.  Q.  Curtin. 

[N   THE    ]<fAME    AND   BY 
the  Authority  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  PennBylva- 
ia,   ANDREW   G.   CURTIN, 
'Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  by  the  Third  Section  of  the 
Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
^Commonwealth  passed  the  twenty- 
1  second  day  of  April,  A.  D.  one  thou- 
fsaud  eight  hundred  and  fifty  eight 
entitled  "An  act  to  estahlisfa  a  Sink- 
ing Fund  for  the  Payment  of  the 
Public  Debt"  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth,  the  Auditor  General  and  State 
Treasurer  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  created 
by  said  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  on  the  First 
Monday  of  September  A.  D,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty  nine  and  on  the  same  day  annually 
thereafter  to  report  and  certify  to  the  Governor  the 
amount  received  under  the  said  Act,  the  amount  of 
interest  paid  and  the  amount  of  the  debt  of  the  Com- 
monwealth redeemed  and  held  by  them.  Whereupon 
the  Governor  shall  direct  the  Certificates  representing 
the  same  to  be  cancelled,  and  on  such  cancellation 
Issue  bis  Proclamation  stating  the  facts  and  the  ex- 
tinguishment and  final  discharge  of  bo  much  of  the 
principal  of  said  debt. 
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Aud  wliereas  Eli  Slifer,  Isaac  SU-nker  and  Henrj  D. 
Moore,  ex  officio  Coiumissiocei's  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
in  obedience  to  the  recjuirementH  of  Law  report  and 
eertify  to  nie  that  tbe  debt  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
I'eunsjlvauia  redeemed  and  held  by  them  from  the 
Heventh  day  of  September  A.  D,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eisty  three  to  the  Fifth  day  of  September 
A.  D.  one  tlioueand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four 
amounts  to  the  sum  of  Two  Uundred  and  Sixty  Eight 
Thousand  Five  Hundred  aud  Sixty  Nine  Dollars  and 
Fifty  Cents,  madi*  up  as  follows,  viz: 
Five  per  cent  Ix)aD  of  the 

Commonwealth, ?2(iS,308  03 

Interest  Certificates  redeem- 
ed   261  47 

Total $268,569  50 

Now  therefore  as  required  by  the  Third  Section  of 
the  Act  of  Assembly  first  above  mentioned  I  do  hereby 

issue  this  my  I'l-orlaiimtion  d(Mlarin<r  the  payment 
cancellation  extinj,niishnii'iit  and  linal  dischargo  of 
Two  liundied  and  sixty  eifihl  tiiuusand  five  hundred 
and  sixty  nine  dollars  and  fifty  ceuts  of  the  principal 
debt  of  (his  <\.innioinvcalth. 

<iivcn  under  my  Hand  and  the  Cireat  Seal  of  the 
Stale  at  Harrishnrg,  this  Twenty-second  day  of  Sep- 
tember in  the  year  of  our  Lord  iine  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixty-four  aud  of  the  Commonwealth  the 
eighty-ninth. 

By  the  (Jovernor: 
Eli  Slifer. 

SciTetary  of  (heC'onUHonwealth. 


Andrew  Gregg  Curtin. 
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Proclamation  of  a  Day  of  Thanksgiving. — 1864. 
PennsylTania,  as. 
(Signed.)    A.  G.  Cortin. 

fN   THE    NAME   AND   BY 
the  Aathority  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  PenoBylva- 
Pnia,    ANDREW   G.   CURTIN, 
Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 
WheraaB  it  is  the  honored  custom 
of  L^ennsylvania,  to  set  apart  on  the 
•'(iinmendation  of  the  Ezecative,  a 
i.v  for  returning  thanks  to  the  Giver 
fof  all  Good,  the  Shepherd  and  Bishop 
(if  our  Souls: 
>'ow  therefore  I  Andrew  G.  Cnrtin, 
Governor  as  aforesaid  Do  recommend  that  the  People 
throughout  the  Commonwealth,  observe  Thursday  the 
TweDty-foorth  day  of  November  Instant  as  a  day  of 
Thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God, 

For  the  gathered  fruits  of  the  Earth, 
For  the  continuance  of  Health, 
For  the  prosperity  of  Industry, 
For  the  preservation  of  good  order  and  tranquility 
throughout  our  borders. 

For  the  victories  which  he  has  vouchsafed  to  us 
over  Armed  Traitors, 

And  for  the  manifold  blessings  which  he  has  heaped 
upon  9s,  unworthy: 

AND  THAT  they  do  moreover  humbly  beseech  Him 
to  renew  and  increase  His  merciful  favor  toward  ub 
during  the  year  to  come  so  that  Rebellion  being  over- 
thrown, Peace  may  he  restored  to  our  distracted  Coun- 
try and  in  every  State  with  grateful  and  loving  ac- 
cord, the  Incense  of  Praise  and  Thanksgiving  may  be 
offered  by  all  the  People,  unto  HU  Holy  Name. 
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Giren  under  mj  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 

Btate,  at  Harriaburg,  this  Second  day  of  November  io 

the  year  of  our  Lord  one  ttiougaod  eight  hundred  and 

sixty  four,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  eighty-ninth. 

By  the  Governor: 

Eli  Slifer, 

iSecretarj  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  the  Presidential  Elec- 
tors for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  1864. 

Pennsylvania,  sa. 
(Signed.)     A.  G.  Cuptin. 

IN   THE    NAME    AND    BY 
the  Authority  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylva- 
lia,   ANDREW   G.   CDRTIN, 
'Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 
Whcieaa  it  is  provided  in  and  by 
n  act  of  the  Gpneral  Assembly  of 
liis  Commonwealth,  entitled  "An  Act 
clatinc  to  the  Klei'tors  of  this  Com- 
lonwfalth,"  passed  the  second  day  of 
uly  A  I),  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  tliirtyiiinc,"  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  CommonweaKh  having  received  the  re- 
turns of  the  votes  given  for  the  Electors  of  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  T'nited  States,  shall  lay 
the  same  before  the  Governor  who  shall  enumerate 
and  ascertain  the  number  of  votes  for  each  person 
voted  for,  and  shall  thereupon  declare  by  proclamation 
the  names  of  the  persons  duly  elected: 

And  whereas  it  appears  by  the  returns  laid  before  me 
of  the  election  for  Electors,  held   on  Tuesday  the 
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eighth  day  of  Korember, — that  Morton  McMichael, 
TbomBB  CunDiDgham,  Robert  P.  King,  G.  Morriaoa 
Goatee,  Henry  Bumm,  William  H.  Kern,  Barton  H. 
Jenks,  Charles  M.  Runk,  Robert  Parke,  William  Tay- 
lor, John  A.  Hieatand,  Richard  H.  Goryell,  Edward 
Haliday,  Charles  F.  Read,  Elias  W.  Hale,  Charles  H. 
Sbriner,  John  Wister,  David  McConanghy,  David  W. 
Woods,  Isaac  Benson,  John  Patton,  Bamuel  B.  Dick, 
Everard  Buier,  John  P.  Penney,  Ebenezer  M'Junkin 
and  John  W.  Blanchard  are  the  persons  duly  elected 
Electors  of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  serve  at  the  election  in  that  behalf, 
to  be  held  at  the  seat  of  GoTernment  of  the  State, 
being  the  city  of  Harrisburg  in  the  county  of  Dauphin, 
on  the  first  Wednesday  of  December,  agreeably  to  the 
said  Act  of  General  Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth, 
and  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  United  States, 
in  such  cases  made  and  provided. 

Giv«L  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 

State  at  Hartisburg,  this  Sixth  day  of  December  in 

the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

sixty  four  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  eighty-ninth. 

By  the  Governor; 

Eli  Slifer, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  Representatives  of 
Pennsylvania  in  the  United  States  Congress. — 
1864. 

Pennsylvania,  ss. 
(Signed.)     A.  G.  Curtin. 

IN   THE    NAME    AND   BY 
the  Authority  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylva- 
lia,   ANDREW   G.   CURTIN, 
Govemor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 
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A  PROCLAMATION. 

WliGPcae  in  and  by  An  Act  of  the 
('ieneral  Aseeuibly  of  this  Common- 
k  wealth  )>asBed  the  Second  day  of  July 
-  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
lirty  nine  entitled  "An  Act  relating 
I  the  elections  of  this  Common- 
fiiltli,"  it  is  made  the  duty  of  (he 
r  on  receipt  ot  the  returns  of  election  of  the 
tueuibers  of  the  House  of  RepreseotatireB  of  the 
United  States  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
to  declare  by  Proclamation  the  names  of  the  persons 
returned  as  elected  in  their  respective  Districts. 

And  whereas  the  returns  of  the  General  Election 
held  on  Tuesday  the  eleventh  day  of  October  last  in 
and  for  the  several  Districts  for  Members  to  serve  in 
the  House  of  Hepresentatives  of  the  Congress  of  the 
Fnited  States  for  the  terra  of  two  years  from  and  after 
the  Fourth  day  of  March  next  have  been  received  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  (lie  above  recited  act, 
whereby  it  appears  that  in  the  First  District  com- 
posed of  the  Second.  Third,  Fourtli,  Fifth,  Sixth  and 
Eieventli  \\'arda  in  the  City  of  Philadciphia  Samuel 
J.  liandall  has  been  duly  elected.  Tn  the  Second 
District  composed  of  the  First.  Seventh,  EiRhth,  Ninth 
and  Tenth  Wards  in  the  City  of  rbiladclphia:  Charles 
O'Xeil  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  Third  District, 
composed  of  the  Twelfth.  TIiirte<-nfh.  Sixteenth.  Sev- 
enteenth. Eighteenth  and  Nineteenth  Wards  in  the 
City  of  Philadelphia.  Leonard  Jlyt-rs  lias  been  duly 
elected.  In  the  Fourth  District  composed  of  the  Four- 
teenth, Fifteenth.  Twentieth.  Twenty  first  and  Twenty- 
fourth  Wards  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  William  D. 
Kelley  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  Fifth  District 
composed  of  the  Twenty-aeeond,  Twenty-third  and 
Twenty  fifth  Wards  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  and 
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the  CouQty  of  Bucks.  M.  Ruesell  Thayer  has  been  duly 
elected.  In  the  Sixth  Dietrkt  composed  of  the  Coun- 
ties of  Montgomery  and  I^high,  B.  Markley  Boyer  has 
been  duly  elected.  In  the  Seventh  District  composed 
of  the  Counties  of  Chester  and  Delaware,  John  M. 
Broomall  has  beeu  duly  elected.  Id  the  Eighth  Dis- 
trict composed  of  the  County  of  Berks,  Sydenham  E. 
Ancona  has  been  duly  clcctt-d.  In  the  Ninth  District 
composed  of  Ihe  Coiiiity  of  Lancaster.  Tbaddena  Stev- 
ens has  been  dniy  eh'cted.  In  the  Tenth  District  com- 
posed of  the  Counties  of  Schuylkill  and  Lebanon,  Myer 
Strouse  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  Eleventh  Dis- 
trict composed  of  the  Counties  of  Northampton,  Car- 
bon, Monroe,  Pikt>  and  Wayne,  Philip  Johnson  has 
been  duly  elected.  In  the  Twelfth  District  composed 
of  the  Counties  of  Lnzerni'  and  Susquehanna,  Charles 
DenisoQ  has  been  duly  elected.  lu  the  Thirteenth  Dis- 
trict composed  of  the  Counties  of  Bradford.  Wyoming, 
Sullivan.  Columbia  and  Montour,  Ulysses  Mercur  has 
been  duly  elected.  In  the  Fourteenth  District  com- 
posed of  the  Counties  of  Northumberland,  Union,  Sen- 
der, Juniata  and  Dauphin,  (icorge  F.  Miller  has  been 
duly  elected.  In  the  Fifteenth  District  composed  of 
the  Counties  of  Cun)ber]and,  York  and  Perry,  Adam  J. 
Glossbrenner  has  been  duly  elected.  And  I  do  fur- 
ther de<lare  (hat  no  such  i-eturns  of  the  election  in  the 
Sixteenth  Congressional  District  have  been  sent  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  as  would  under  (he 
Act  of  Assembly  of  Second  July  .\.  D.  la^ll  authorize 
me  to  proclaim  the  nsime  of  any  person  as  liaring  been 
returned  as  duly  elected  a  member  of  the  flouse  of 
Kepreseotatives  of  the  I'nited  States  for  that  District. 
In  (he  Seventeenth  District  composed  of  the  Counties 
of  Cambria,  Blair.  Huntingdon  and  Mifflin,  Abraham 
A.  Barker  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  Eighteenth 
District  composed  of  llie  Counties  of  Centre.  Clinton, 
Lycoming,  Tit^a  and  Potter,  Stephen  F.  Wilson  has 
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been  diil,v  elected.  In  the  Ninteeoth  District  com- 
poBed  of  the  CountieBof  Erie,  Warren,  McKean.  Forest. 
Elk,  Cameron,  Jeffei-son  and  Clt^arSeld,  Glenni  W.  Sco- 
fleld  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  Twentieth  District 
coiupoHed  of  the  Counties  of  Crawford,  Venango,  Mer- 
cer and  Clarion,  Charles  V.  Culver  has  been  duly 
elected.  In  the  Twenty-flrst  District  composed  of  the 
Counties  of  Indiana,  Weatmorcland  and  Payette,  John 
L.  DawBou  has  been  dnly  elected.  .In  ihe  Twenly- 
BPi-ond  District  composed  of  that  part  of  Allegheny 
Couuly  south  iif  the  (lliio  and  Allegheny  Rivers  and 
including  Nevil  Island,  J.  K.  Morehead  has  been  daly 
elected.  In  the  Twenty-third  District  composed  of 
that  part  of  Allegheny  County  north  of  the  Ohio  and 
Allegheny  Rivers  and  Butler  and  Armstrong  Comities, 
Thomas  Williams  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  Twen- 
ty-fouFtli  District  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Law- 
rence, Beaver,  Washington  and  Greene.  George  V. 
Lawrence  has  hcpn  duly  elected. 


Now 
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M.  Russell  Tha, 
all.  Sydenham  K.  Ancona.  Tliadilciis  Stevens,  My.-r 
Stronse,  I'liilijt  .loliiison.  Cliarles  lli'iiis()n.  1'lyssi's 
JI.'iTiir,  Ocoi'ge  F.  Miller,  .Vdam  -T.  Glosshreiiner.  .\bia 
bam  A.  li-.uU-v.  Stephen  F.  Wihon.  Clerini  W.  Scofield, 
Charles  V.  Culver,  John  L.  DaHs.in,  J.  K.  Mnr-ehca.l. 
Thomas  \\-illinms  mid  Ceni'-re  V.  Lawrence  have  been 
returned  as  duly  el.'derl  in  their  several  dislrirta  he- 
fore  mentioned  as  l{e|ireseii(af ivew  in  the  Congress  of 
the  T'niled  States  for  ilie  teriii  of  Two  Years  lo  .■oni- 
mence  from  and  after  (he  F.inrlli  day  ..f  March  ne.xt. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  Ihe 
State  iit  narrisliiirj:.  this  Twculy-sixth  day  .if  De- 
cember in   the  year  of  onr   Lord   one  tbmiRand   eight 
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hnndred  and  sixty  four  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the 
eightf-niotb. 

Bjtbe  Governor: 
Eli  safer, 

Secretary  of  tbe  CommoDwealtb. 


Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly. — 1865. 

ExecutiTe  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  Fa.,  Jan.  4,  1865. 

DURIXG  THE  PAST  YEAR  THE  PEOPLE  OF 
this  Commonwealth  have  had  reason  to  be  grate- 
ful to  Almighty  God  for  many  blesBings.  The- 
earth  has  been  fruitful,  industry  has  thriven,  and  with 
tbe  exception  of  the  injury  Buffered  by  the  citizens 
of  some  of  onr  border  counties,  through  the  disgraceful 
barbarity  of  the  rebel  forces  which  ravaged  parts  of 
them,  and  burned  the  town  of  Chambersburg,  we  have 
no  public  misfortuoe  to  lament.  The  year  closes  with 
a  train  of  brilliant  Buccesses  obtained  by  the  armies 
of  the  United  States,  inspiring  hope  in  every  loyal 
mind  that  the  accursed  rebellion  will  bood  be  crushed, 
and  peace  be  restored  to  our  country. 
The  balance  in  the  Treasury,  November 

30,  1863,  was, »2,147,331  70 

Receipts  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  No- 
vember 30,  1864 4,733,313  02 

Total  in  Treasury  for  fiscal  year  ending 
November  30, 1864, 6,880,644  72 

The  payments  for  the  same  period  have 
been,  4,938,441  09 

Balance  in  Treasury,  November  30, 
1864 1,942,203  63 
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Til*;  ojieiatious  of  thi-  sinking  fund  during  the  last 
year  have  been  sbuwii  b.v  my  prddamaliDii  of  the  liTtli 
day  of  Wejitember  last,  iia  follnwB: 
Amount   of  debt   of   Comnionweiilth   le- 

ihiced J^liS.SIiSt  50 

As  follows,  vis: 
Five  i)er  rent,  loan   uf  the 

Commonwealth ?!itW.:ulS  IIH 

Interest  certifteateu  redeem 

ed 2«1  47 

268.5riU  5ft 


The  fiscal  .vear  ai'couoted  for  in  the  statement  of 
the  Treasury  IJejiartment,  enibraees  the  time  from  the 
l6t  of  De.-euiber.  18(K1,  lu  the  :«)th  of  November.  1S64. 
The  ttinEving  fnnd  year  lominemed  the  first  Monday 
in  Heptemher,  18(13,  and  closed  the  first  Tiiesday  in 
September.  1864.  This  will  exiilain  the  discrepooc; 
between  the  statement  of  the  Ti-easiiry  Department 
;is  to  llie  ledii.'H..]!  of  111.-  puMir  di-l.l  of  I  hi'  Sliilc.  and 


tb<-  slai'-iiH' 
lo  lliesiiikii 


I'd  i 


;  ftiiid. 


■   [>r 


■I'liil 


iiij.'H-ilhNov,-iii 
ve  per. -.'III.  s(.., 
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Funded  debt,  viz: 
Six  per  cent,  loaos.  ordin- 

ary 140(1,030  00 

Five  per  eent.  loans,  ordin- 

arj, :!J,6(»5.263. 72 

Fuur  and  a  half  pei'  cent. 

loans,  oi-diuar,v 258,200  00 

136,264,093  72 

I'nfunded  debt,  viz: 

Relief  notes  in  circ-ulatiou,        07,251  00 

Interest  certificates  out- 
standing         13,086  52 

Interest  certificates  un- 
claimed   4,448  38 

Domestic  creditors'  certifi- 
cates   724  :t2 

115,510  22 

36,379,603  !>4 
Military  loan,  per  act  May  15,  1S61 3,000,000  00 

Total  public  debt,   December  1, 
1864, 39,379,603  94 

The  Conimonwealtli  liolds  bonds  received  from  the 
sale  of  jmbiic  workN,  amoiiiitin;;  to  icn  millions  three 
hundif-d  ttionsatid  dollars.  <$10,:{0IMIO0.)  as  follows, 
viz: 

Pennsylvania  niilmad  company  bonds,     16,800,000  00 
Philadelphia    and   Eiic   Kaiboad   <'oni- 

pany  bonds 3,500.000  00 

10,300.000  00 

These  bonds  are  in  the  sinking  fnnd,  and  reduce  the 
publie  debt  to  129,079.603  94. 
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The  tax  on  tonnage,  imposed  by  the  acts  of  30th 
April  and  25th  August,  1S64,  baa  yielded  eomelhing 
less  tlian  ?200,000 — a  much  loss  sum  than  was  antici- 
pated. 1  recommend  a  revision  of  these  actB,  for  the 
purpose  of  rendering  this  source  of  revenue  more  pro- 
ductive, and  ameudiug  other  defects  in  those  bills. 

The  revenue  derived  from  the  tax  on  hanks  during 
the  year  amoiiuts  to  ?539,C06  07,  but  under  the  en- 
abling act  of  the  State,  so  many  of  our  banks  have  be- 
come national  banks  under  the  act  of  Congress,  that 
this  source  of  revenue  may  be  considered  as  substanti- 
ally extinguished,  and  it  will  be  necessary  in  some  way 
to  make  up  the  deficiency  from  other  sources. 

The  act  of  Congress  authorizes  the  taxation  by  the 
State  of  the  stock  in  the  national  banks  in  the  hands 
of  the  holders,  not  exceeding  (he  rate  of  taxation  im- 
posed on  other  similar  property,  and  part  of  the  de- 
ficiency may  be  thus  provided  for. 

The  amount  of  debt  extinguished  by  the  sinking  fund 
during  the  year  is  unusually  small,  which  is  to  be  ac- 
counted for  by  IIh'  cxlriuirdhiitry  cxin'nses  which  have 
been  incurred.  Scvt'ii  liniidtcil  ;uiil  tliirtecn  tiiousand 
dollars  ($7i;!,(Klil|  liavi'  liccn  piiid  to  ri-fuiid  lo  the  banks 
the  money  adviimctl  In  tlicm  to  pay  tlie  volunteers 
in  service  during  I  hi-  iiivasinii  of  the  State  in  ISC;!. 
One  buiidi'i'd  Ih.msiiiHl  dollars  CSHio.ddO)  have  been 
distributed  aiiiuiig  the  inliabiiants  of  rhanibersburg, 
suffering  by  Ibc  rebel  dcs(iuctL<in  of  (heir  town.  About 
two  hundred  (liousand  dolbus  i^iKMI.OOO)  have  been 
expended  undci'  the  ads  iinividint:  for  (he  payment  of 
exii'a  niilttary  cIjutiis,  and  in  addilinu  to  these  extra- 
ordinary outlays,  the  arimuiit  ajipropriated  to  charities 
was  last  year  larfrcr  than  usual. 

In  my  o|iiniiiii  this  iiialtcr  of  doualimis  to  charities 
is  fast  running  into  a  gn-at  abuac.  Flouses  of  refuge, 
and  insane,  blind  and  ili-af  and  dumb  asylums,  appear 
to  be  proper  subjects  of  State  bounty,  because  their 
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objects  are  of  public  importance  and  to  be  osefnl,  and 
well  and  economically  managed,  it  seems  to  be  neces- 
sary that  they  should  be  more  extensive  than  would 
be  required  for  the  wants  of  a  particular  county.  But 
in  our  system,  ordinary  local  charities  are  left  to  the 
care  of  the  respective  localities,  and  to  give  the  public 
money  for  their  support  is  really  to  tax  the  inhabitants 
of  alt  the  counties  for  the  benefit  of  one. 

The  national  taxation  is  heavy  and  must  probably 
be  made  heavier,  and  the  local  taxes  authorized  by 
nnwise  legislation  and  paid  by  our  people  are  exces- 
sive. In  view  of  these  circumstances,  we  should  en. 
deavor  to  avoid  increasing  their  burdens  by  making 
□ndue  appropriations  for  any  purpose. 

It  being  alleged  that  the  Atlantic  and  Great  West- 
em  railroad  company  has  not  in  various  particulars 
obeyed  the  law  by  which  it  was  incorporated,  the  At- 
torney General  (on  the  suggestion  of  parties  claiming 
to  be  thereby  injui-ed)  has  filed  an  information  in 
equity  against  that  company,  seeking  an  injunction  to 
prevent  a  continuance  of  its  past,  and  the  pfraistence 
in  its  intended  illegal  course. 

Since  my  last  annual  message,  on  the  report  of  John 
A.  Wright,  Esq.,  that  the  Sunbury  and  Erie  railroad 
was  finished,  I  ordered  the  bonds  remaining  in  tbe 
Treasury  to  be  delivered  to  the  company. 

It  is  a  subject  of  just  pride  to  the  people  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, that  this  great  work  is  completed,  and 
whilst  it  opens  a  large  and  wealthy  part  of  the  State 
to  the  commerce  of  the  seaboard,  and  unites  capital 
and  enterprise  within  our  borders,  it  secures  to  the 
Commonwealth  the  payment  of  all  the  sums  due  her 
from  the  company. 

In  my  special  uicssage  of  30th  April  last,  to  which  I 
refer,  I  communicated  to  the  Legislature,  in  some  de- 
tail, the  circumstances  connected  with  the  advance 
by  banks  and  other  corporations  of  the  funds  to  pay 
the  volunteer  militia  of  1863. 
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It  is  not  neiessar.v  htre  to  recapitulate  tiiem  at 
U-ngth.  The  euBe  was  peculiai*,  and  it  is  believed  none 
quite  like  it  Uas  occurred.  The  lall  for  voluuteers 
was  made  b.v  the  autLorities  of  the  United  States, 
but  it  being  found  thai  men  could  not  ha  gut  under 
that  call,  the  form  of  a  call  b.v  the  State  authorities 
for  the  defence  of  the  State  was,  with  the  assent  of 
the  President,  substituted.  The  United  States  agreed 
to  furnish  tlit^  anna,  subsistence  and  supplies,  but  it 
was  alleged  that  Congress  had  made  no  appropria- 
tion covering  the  puj.  In  this  state  of  things,  the 
binergencj*  being  great,  the  Secretary  of  \VHr  tele- 
gniplici)  nie,  thus: 

Wasblngton.  July  22.  18GS. 
To  His  E:xceUency,  Gov.  A.  Q.  Curtin: 

Tour  telegrams  reaiiecling  iiie  pay  ot  mUllla.  called  out 
under  your  proclamation  of  (be  27tb  of  June,  have  been  re- 
ferred to  the  President  for  InBtructlons,  and  have  been  under 
blB  consideration.  He  dlrectB  me  to  say,  that  vhllo  no  taw 
or  approprlntioQ  authorizes  Ihe  pi 
ernment  of  Iroops  that  have  not 
.  he  wil 


,  by  the  Genpral  Gov- 


vlce  of  ilie  L'uiti 


inmend  to  Congress  to 
make  an  approprialioii  for  the  paynieot  ot  Iroops  calli^d  Into 
State  service  to  repel  au  aitiiol  iiiv;i.-iion.  iiichulliis  those  of 
the  State  ot  Pennsylvania.  It,  in  tlie  meatntme.  you  can  raise 
the  necessary  amount,  as  has  been  done  In  other  States,  the 
appropriation  will  be  Etiplled  (o  refund  the  advance  to  those 
who  made  it.  Measures  have  been  (alien  for  the  payment  of 
troops  mustered  Into  the  t'ulted  Stales  service,  as  soon  as  the 
muster  and  pay  rolls  arc  made  out.  Tlie  answer  of  Hits  15e- 
partment,  to  you  as  Governor  of  the  State,  will  be  Riven  di- 
rectly  to   yourself,   whenever   the   Department   is   prepared   lo 


laiie  a 
(Signed! 


The 


mVIN'   M,   STANTON. 
Secretary  of  Wai 


luid  Dtlifr  ■■orpin'atioiis  icl'nsed  lo  advance 
the  money  unless  1  w-ioid  plcd^"'  mys.-tr  Ir.  ask  an  ap- 
ijropMali.iii  IVorii  (he  l.c^'islal  iiiv  m  ii-fiiii.i  il.  It  will 
be  noticed  that  the  p!cdf;c  of  llie  I'rcsid.-iii  is  clear  and 
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dietini-t,  hut.  notwithstanding  the  money  was  paid 
BJid  the  accounts  settled  and  jilaced  in  tiie  bands  of 
the  President,  before  the  meeting  of  Congress,  no  such 
reeommeiidation  as  i>romieed  im-  was  made,  and  for 
that  reason  the  bill  inttodueed  for  that  purpose  failed. 
The  men  were  raised  and  plaired  nnder  the  command 
of  Major  General  Couch  aud  other  United  States  offi- 
cers in  this  Department.  Tlic  troops  were  held  in 
service  longer  than  the  eniergeocj  for  whicti  they  were 
called  out  required.  Several  of  the  regiments  were 
tnarched  imniediatel.v  iuto  distant  parts  of  the  State, 
by  order  of  the  officers  of  the  army  stationed  in  Penn- 
sylvania,  aganist  my  repeated  remonstrances.  They 
were  retained,  as  was  alleged,  to  preserve  the  peace 
and  enforce  the  draft.  Nearly,  if  not  quite,  one-half 
the  money  was  paid  to  tioops  thus  held,  and  after  the 
emergency  had  expir'ed.  Finding  that  the  appropria- 
tion was  likely  to  fail  in  Congress,  I  laid  the  matter 
before  the  Legislatme,  just  prior  to  their  adjourumem, 
in  May  last,  and  an  act  of  Assembly  was  immediately 
passed  to  refund  the  money  out  of  the  State  Treas- 
ury, which,  an  above  stated,  has  been  done.  I  ought 
to  say  that  the  appropriation  by  Congress  was  vigor- 
ously supported  by  all  the  members  from  this  State, 
in  both  branches.  Having  done  everything  in  my 
power  to  procure  the  payment  of  this  just  claim  of  the 
State,  I  now  recommend  thai  the  Ix-gislature  take  the 
subject  into  consideration,  with  a  view  to  induce 
proper  action  by  the  President  and  Congress. 

By  the  act  of  Augtist  '2'2,  lS*i4,  I  was  authori/.ed  to 
cause  an  inime{liate  enrolment  of  the  militia  to  be 
made,  unless  that  recently  made  by  the  United  States 
should  he  found  suflicient,  and  to  raise  by  volunteer- 
ing or  draft  a  corps  of  fifteen  thousand  men  for  the 
defence  of  our  Southern  border.  The  United  States 
enrolment  being  found  very  defective,  I  directed  an 
enrolment  to  be  made,  which  is  now  in  progress  under 
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tbe  cbai-gc  uT  Colonel  Lemuel  Todd,  niiom  I  appoiatod 
Inepettor  General.  A  draft  by  the  United  States  was 
then  in  progress,  and  it  was  not  thought  advisable 
to  harass  our  people  by  a  contemporaneous  State 
draft,  even  if  a  draft  had  been  practicable  under  Ui" 
present  law.  Volunteers  could  not  be  obtained,  there 
being  no  bounties,  and  the  men  not  being  exempted 
by  Iheir  enlistment  in  that  corps  from  draft  bv  the 
I'nifed  States.  Fortunately  the  United  States  plnted 
an  army,  noder  General  Sheridan,  between  us  and  the 
enemy,  and  thus  provided  effectually  for  our  defence. 
With  such  adequate  protection  as  proved  by  the  bril- 
liant campaign  of  that  army,  I  did  not  think  it  right 
to  incur  tlie  expense  to  the  State  of  an  independent 
army,  and  the  witlidrawaj  of  so  many  of  onr  peoph' 
from  their  homes  and  pursuits.  Meanwhile  arrange- 
niects  have  been  made  with  the  authorities  at  Waali- 
ington  for  arming,  clothing,  subsisting  and  supplying 
the  corps  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  and  an 
order  has  been  ;;iven  by  the  .nutlintitics  of  tlw  Uiiiled 
States  to  furlough  siicli  volunleers  in  (lie  I'orps  na 
may  be  drafted  by  (he  T'nited  Slalew.     The  cnrps  so 
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west,  are  in  active  and  Buccessful  operation.  I  com- 
manicate  herewith  the  reports  of  Col.  Jordan,  at  Wcsb- 
ington,  and  Col.  Cbamberlain,  agent  for  the  South- 
west. The  proviBioDB  of  the  law  reqniring  the  a^'t^nts 
to  collect  moneys  doe  by  the  United  States  to  soldit  rs, 
bare  been  beneficent.  A  reference  to  their  reports 
will  show  the  magnitade  and  usefulness  of  this  branch 
of  their  service.  I  desire  to  invite  the  attention  of 
all  onr  rolnnteers,  officers,  soldiers,  and  their  faniilioa, 
to  the  fact  that  the  State  agents  will  collect  all  their 
claims  on  the  Government  gratuitooaly,  as  1  have 
reason  to  believe  that  many  are  still  ignorant  o(  that 
fact,  and  are  greatly  imposed  apon  by  the  exorbitant 
commissions  charged  by  private  claim  agents. 

Under  the  act  of  the  6th  of  May,  1864,  I  appointed 
Hon.  Thomas  H.  Barrowes  to  take  charge  of  the  ar- 
rangements for  the  education  of  the  orphans  of  sol- 
diers. I  communicate  herewith  a  copy  of  his  report 
OD  the  subject.  He  has  dischdrged  his  duties  with 
commendable  zeal,  ildelity  and  efficiency.  I  earnestly 
recommend  that  a  permanent  and  liberal  appropri.i(i(m 
be  made  to  support  this  just  and  worthy  scheme  of 
beneficence. 

I  recommend  that  an  appropriation  be  made  for  ptn- 
siona  to  the  volunteer  militia  men  (or  their  families) 
who  were  hilled  or  hurt  in  service  in  the  years  1863 
and  1863. 

Ae  soldiers  sometimes  arrive  here  who  are  insane, 
and  who  should  be  protected  and  cared  for,  I  recom- 
mend that  provision  be  made  for  their  being  placed 
in  the  State  Asylum  fot  the  insane,  at  this  place,  and 
kept  until  notice  can  be  given  to  the  authorities  of 
their  respective  counties,  who  should  be  required  lo 
remove  and  care  for  them. 

I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  invite  your  serions  at- 
tention to  the  evils  growing  out  of  the  system  of 
passing  acta  of  incorporation,  for  purposes  which  are 


provided  for  by  gi^uoral  laws.  We  have  pasaed  acta 
AutliovvAia^  chartt'rs  to  be  obtainod  without  spct-ia' 
legislation.  Tliese  acts  have  been  gcDcrally  prejwired 
with  80I11C  care,  aud  cfjulaiii  the  pi-oviBionH  which  the 
Legislature  though  necessary  to  jirotect  the  Coinmiin- 
weulth  and  her  citiKeiis.  If  these  general  laws  are 
not  fonnd  tii  answer  such  purposes,  they  should  he 
amended  and  [wrfected.  If  any  company  desires  lo 
be  iucorporated  with  ureater  privileges  than  are  cim- 
feri-ed.  or  to  be  relieved  from  any  of  the  conditions 
imposed  by  these  arts,  it  aiJiiears  to  me  that  it  should 
be  required  liist  to  obtaiu  a  charter  under  the  genera! 
iflws,  and  then  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  an  act 
making  the  changes  which  are  desired.  The  attention 
of  the  Legislature  will  thus  be  drawn  to  the  speciflc 
object,  and  a  judgment  can  he  formed  nf  its  propriety. 
I  Would  also  observe,  thai  great  evil  resulls  from  the 
habit  of  granting  privileges  to  a  corporation  by  a 
mere  reference  to  some  former  private  act  relating  to 
other  corjmi'jitiniis,  suTiictiiucH  willKuil  even  giving 
the  dale  ..r  Ihcsc  jiils.  All  tlicse  ]ir-iicl  ires  iir-c  had. 
and  jiltlioiijrh  ihcy  may  sr.mcliiucs  lie  pursunl  by  |i;it- 
(i.-s  hnviii-  IX,  lijiii  inlftifinn.  vc-i  Hn^v  .■i-rlaiiilv  i.iii'in 
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and  subsequent  reflectioii  iiud  observatioD  have  autis- 
tifd  iiib  of  itH  iniscliievoufl  charai-tei'. 

I  also  tecomnifnd  tlie  i*i)eal  of  an  act  passed  tbe 
i;2d  day  of  July.  A.  I).  I86;j,  entitled  "A  further  supple- 
ment to  an  act  to  otiable  joint  tenants,  and  tenants  in 
cotumuti,  and  adjoining  onnei-H  of  mineral  lands  in 
tliis  Cominonweattli  to  manage  and  develop  the  same." 

This  at-t  allows  foreijfu  eoiporations  to  hold  three 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  this  State  for  mining  pur- 
poses. It  was  passed,  it  is  believed,  for  the  purposes 
of  enabling  rompuuies  near  our  liorder.  engaged  in 
the  mannfacture  of  iron,  to  hold  land  as  ore  banks. 
But.  under  the  idea  that  the  sinking  of  an  oil  well 
is  mining,  it  is  believed  that  eumpanies  have  already 
been  organized  undei'  the  laws  of  other  States,  aiid 
that  more  will  be,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  lands  and 
carrying  ou  the  oil  business  in  this  State.  It  would 
be  better  to  remove  all  doubt  ou  this  question  by  re- 
pealing the  act.  These  routpanies.  being  foreign  cor- 
porations, are  not  within  the  control  of  our  laws  to  the 
extent  (hat  they  ought  to  be  for  the  puriMJses  of  tax- 
ation and  regulation. 

The  immense  developmeni  of  wealth  in  some  of  our 
Western  counties,  tiy  the  discovery  of  oil.  baa  added 
vastly  to  the  resources  of  the  ('omu)onwealth. 

I  have  made  efforts  to  ascertain  the  value  of  this 
product  during  (he  last  year,  but  have  failed  in  procur- 
ing information  sulficiently  accurate  to  justify  me  in 
estimating  its  amounts.  It  is  already  vast,  and  is 
rapidly  increasing. 

The  productions  and  manufactures  of  the  State  have 
become  so  diveisified  and  abundant,  that  some  meas- 
ure should  be  taken  for  an  accurate  ascertainment 
of  them,  so  that  their  extent  may  be  generally  known, 
and  also  thai  the  ncicsHaiy  taxation  may  be  inlelli- 
gently  imjKised.     I  recommend  for  these  purposes  the 


654  Papers  of  tlie  Governors, 

creatiou  of  a  Bureau,  of  which  the  Auditor  Oeoeral 
and  State  Troasurcr  shall  be  members,  and  the  Lead 
of  which  shall  be  a  new  officer,  to  be  styled  Comiuis- 
sioner  of  Statistics,  or  designated  by  any  other  appro- 
priate title. 

The  act  of  ^atli  August,  1864,  providing  for  the 
voting  of  soIdierH,  should  be  carefully  examined,  with 
a  view  to  its  amendment,  and,  indeed,  a  revision  of 
our  whole  election  laws  would  seem  to  be  desirable, 
with  a  view  to  (he  two  essential  objects  of,  1.  The  ad- 
mission of  legal  and  exclusion  of  illegal  votes  at  the 
polls;  and,  2.  Faithful  and  correct  returns  of  the  votes 
actually  polled.  I  communicate  berewith  the  opinion 
of  the  Attorney  General  on  tbe  conflicting  returns  for 
the  ICtli  Congressional  district,  which  will  show  some 
of  the  practical  difficulties  which  arise  under  the  ex- 
isting system.  Without  undertaking  to  recommend 
the  adoption  of  any  particular  plan,  I  submit  the  whole 
subject  to  your  carefnl  and  earnest  consideration,  in 
the  hope  that  in  your  wisdom  yon  will  be  able  to  devise 
some  measure  wiiidi  will  prtiduce  tbe  result  so  essen- 
tial to  the  exisii-m-f  nf  a  I'n-c  j;(>vei'niucut :  tliat  voles 
shall  be  lairly  tjikeii  in  (lif  liisl  iiisliitice,  and  fairly 
cduiili-il  and  rriiinicd  afterwards. 

I  have  endeavored  since  I  cainc  inio  oftic*'  to  exer- 
cise as  cautiimsly  as  juissililc.  the  juiwers  conlided  to 
ihe  Kx<'ci]iive.  and  avnid  iism'|iiii<:  any.  I  sliail  en- 
deavor to  persist  in  Ibis  cenrsn'  lo  the  end. 

A  new  call  has  been  mmie  by  the  Tivsideiit  for  :tl)n.- 
(IIMI  men.  This  remb-rs  it  proper  lliiit  I  slionid  invite 
y-ini'  attention  lo  the  evils  wliicb  have  rcHulted  from 
abuses  of  Hie  sysli-ni  of  bnal  bounties  whiili  was 
bet;nii.  in  an  emergency,  hy  the  volnnlary  and  generona 
loyalty  of  our  ciliKens,  before  the  passage  by  rougress 
of  tbe  eni'iilnn-nt  ai-f,  and  ha.s  since  been  continued 
by  sundry  arts  of  Assembly.  Tli.-  result  lias  been  to 
tiie  last  degree  oppressive  to  our  <'itiKens,  and  nnpro- 
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ductlve  of  correspondiDg  benefit  to  the  QoYerDment. 
Id  Bome  coanties  and  townsbips,  it  is  believed  that  the 
bounty  tax  during  the  last  year  exceeded  the  average 
income  derived  from  tlic  Itind.  Ttie  large  sums  offered 
in  some  places  in  the  competition  for  men,  have  de- 
moralized many  of  out-  people,  and  the  most  atrocious 
frauds  connected  with  the  system  have  become  com- 
mon. The  men  of  some  of  the  poorer  counties  have 
been  nearly  exhausted  by  their  volunteers  being  cred- 
ited to  richer  localities  paying  heavier  bounties.  The 
system  as  practiced  lowers  the  morale  of  the  army 
itself,  by  putting  into  the  ranks  men  actuated  by 
merely  mercenary  motives,  and  who  are  tempted  to 
desert  by  the  facility  of  escaping  detection,  and  the 
prospect  of  new  gains  by  re-enlistment,  a  process 
which  they  expect  to  be  able  to  repeat  an  indeflnite 
number  of  times.  Of  the  number  of  men  for  whom 
bounties  have  been  paid,  it  is  believed  that  not  one- 
fourtli  have  been  actually  placed  in  the  ranks  of  the 
army,  and  even  those  who  have  joined  it,  have  prob- 
ably not  on  an  average  received  for  their  own  use  one- 
half  of  the  bounty  paid  for  them.  Immense  sums 
have  tlms  been  appropriated  by  clieats  and  swindlers, 
in  many  cases  believed  to  be  acting  iu  complicity  with 
agencies  of  tlie  (5oveninient. 

An  etfort  was  made  to  prosecute  some  of  the  parties 
concerned  in  such  frauds,  under  the  act  of  Assembly 
of  14th  .August  last,  and  they  were  bound  over  by 
the  mayor  of  this  city,  but  after  the  witnesses  had 
come  here  on  the  meeting  of  the  court,  they  disap- 
peared from  the  public  eye.  I  recommend  the  whole 
sobject  to  your  careful  consideration,  that  the  system 
may  be  purged  of  Ihese  evils. 

I  am  ofUcially  informed,  that  the  quota  of  this  State, 
under  the  recent  call,  ia  GG.OS!),  but  I  am  not  informed 
of  the  prin<ii)le  on  which  the  draft  is  to  be  made. 

It  appears  from  the  Prtbident's  proclamation,  that 
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it  iB  made  i-liii'tlj  to  xupplj'  an  iillfged  deflcienc;  in 
former  calls,  1  am  surijiUed  at  tbt-  iimuunt  of  this 
large  defiiicDcj-,  and  can  (inl,v  account  for  tlie  differ- 
ence betnt'eo  tbe  uuuiber  of  mt-u  furuiuhed  b^  the 
State  and  the  deficiency  alleged  to  exist  in  the  assigu- 
luent  of  the  present  quota,  by  the  aasumptiuu  that 
the  men  never  reached  the  army,  although  enlisted  and 
mustered  after  the  payment  of  bounties,  by  the  locali- 
ties to  which  they  were  supposed  to  be  credited.  It 
is  probable  that  there  me  very  few  counties  in  the 
^tate  which  have  not  paid  large  bounties  for  a  number 
of  men  sufficient  to  Hll  their  former  quotas. 

Taking  the  local  bouiitiws  at  the  low  average  of 
four  hundred  dollars,  it  is  believed  that  it  can  be  dem- 
onstrated, that  the  people  of. Pennsylvania  Lave  thus 
been  robbed  of  more  than  twelve  millions  of  dollars 
during  the  past  year.  This  estimate  does  not  include 
tile  money  fraudulently  lakeu  from  men  who  have 
avtually  gone  into  the  service.  The  continuauce  of 
these  monstrous  and  iiii]i;iriillclcd  iibiiMcs  caiintit  be 
tolerated. 

(.'ertiiiiily  iiioM-  men  aic  I'cijiiJicd  lu  aid  our  yaliant 
Holdii-is  ill  llie  tield  in  ciiisbiiii;  lliiis  lebi-llion,  and 
every  cunsiiK-i'Eitioij  ol'  [.iiliiolisni  anil  of  i(-;;ai<l  for  our 
bi'Othci's  who  are  now  in  tlie  lace  i)l'  )li<>  ciicniy,  obliges 
us  to  spare  no  cltorl  lo  laisi-  ilit-  ncicsN.ii'y  fuire. 

In  June  last.  I  gave  IcMcis  lo  a  cotiiitiil  le<'  of  the 
I'ris.m  Socifly  of  t'liiiadcliiliia,  iniacslinf;  that  the 
members  of  I  be  comiLiiHci'  iiii^-lu  \«-  allowed  lu  visit 
and  exaitiim'  llie  [irisiiiLs  and  |»iia'  iioits<-s  [ln'ouifhoiit 
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tenlion  to  tbt  expL-du-iii.v  of  pi-ovidiug  foi-  tlie  reoep- 
tlon  Id  tiie  penitentiarieB,  of  ihthoiis  coDvitted  of 
murder  in  the  first  deRiee,  and  wlio  may  be  pardooed 
on  condition  of  set-viui;  a  liiuitt'd  term  (lierein.  It  has 
become  a  oustoni  that  an  incoming  Governor  should 
not  issue  a  warrant  of  executiou  iu  cases  left  unacted 
on  by  bis  predecessor,  and  it  not  iinfre^uently  happens 
that  t-vvn  in  cases  whicli  are  reivni.  vvliiie  «ome  pun- 
ishment kIiouM  lie  inHnted,  that  of  death  may  appear 
to  the  Executive  to  be  too  severe.  The  result  is  that 
tbiTeareat  this  time,  in  the  various  prisons,  some  eigh- 
teen or  twenty  [wrMoiisi  tinder  Henteiice  of  death,  aud 
who  may  lietlierc  for  an  indclinite  period  of  time. 

The  vast  amount  of  addilioiial  labor  which  has  been 
imposed  upon  the  Secrehiiy  of  the  Comnionwealtli  by 
the  existing;  state  of  alTairs  ictiders  it  absolutely  nec- 
essary tliat  the  cleiiciil  fonv  of  liis  Department  slioiild 
be  increased.  Tiie  nialciit^  out  of  commissions  for  our 
large  army  of  volunteers  in  the  licld.  and  the  prepara- 
tion of  election  blanks  reiniired  by  law  to  be  sent  to 
the  army — the  receipt,  filing  and  recording  the  returns 
of  the  soldiers'  votes — (he  enrolment  of  the  yearly  in- 
creasing number  of  acts  of  Assembly,  and  of  charters 
obtained  under  geneial  laws  and  tlie  making  out  of 
letters  jiatent  for  them— all  these,  together  with  the 
previons  heavy  dulies  of  the  oBice — form  an  aggregate, 
the  weight  <if  which  must  iillimately  break  down  his 
few  subordinates,  diligent,  faithful  and  enduring  as 
they  are.  I  recommend,  therefore,  that  [irovisions  be 
proi)i|>tly  made  to  meel  the  necessities  of  Ihis  case. 

It  ;s  a  sii'.ij;';t  of  just  congratulation,  that  notwith- 
standing till-  fiistracted  condition  of  the  i-onntry,  our 
sysliui  of  loi'.Hiioo  schools  continues  to  flourish.  The 
rej-ert  of  t!ie  Superintendent,  which  I  herewith  trans- 
mit, a'.u;  v.i  ihat  thr-re  has  bi-en  an  increase  of  scholars 
during  the  past  yi'ar.  It- is  important  to  secure  an 
teachers  a  suflicient  number  of  men  of  suitable  educn- 
42— Vol.  vni— iih  Set. 
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tion  and  ability,  aud  witli  a  viow  to  (his  object,  I  sug- 
gest for  your  consideration  the  expediency  of  making 
out  of  the  school  fuud  itself  some  provision  for  tiie 
support  of  such  teachers  as  shall,  after  a  given  terra 
of  service,  become  superanouated  ur  disabled  while  in 
the  performanw  of  their  duties. 

Of  the  fund  placed  in  my  hands  by  the  acts  of  the 
I'Jth  of  Uay,  1861.  and  of  the  4th  of  May,  1864,  aud  to 
be  appropriated  iu  my  judgment  in  military  service, 
I  have  expended  in  the  last  year  f6,12:l  68  in  support 
of  the  agency  at  Washington,  up  until  the  30th  of 
May  last,  for  my  personal  staff  and  other  military  ser- 
vice, an  account  of  which  is  settle<i  in  the  office  of  the 
Auditor  General,  No  similar  appropriation  will  lii- 
required  at  this  session. 

A  bill  was  introduced  and  passed  the  House  at  Ihe 
last  session  of  the  Legislature,  providing  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  commission  to  ascertain  the  damages 
done  in  the  counties  of  Bedford,  Fulton,  Franklin. 
Oumberland.  York  and  Adauia.  by  the  rehel  army  in 
]St>:{,  whi.-h  fiiilcd  ill  dn'  Scnat,'  for  wani  of  lime, 

I  commend  l«)  y.Mir  .unsiil.Tad.Jii  tJic  propriety  of 
the  passatrc  o{  sii,l,  a  bill  during  the  pcescnl  srssiuii. 
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the  plan  adopted  b;  the  War  Department,  would  prob- 
ably not  be  entitled  to  the  relief  provided  by  onr  own 
laws  for  the  familieB  of  voluateerB.  I  have  iminired  • 
of  Gen.  Hancock  whether  the  proposed  cor^  is  to 
form  part  of  the  regular  army  or  of  the  volunteer 
force,  and  if  the  latter,  under  what  act  of  CongreBS 
it  is  to  be  raised.  He  haB  referred  that  communica- 
tion to  the  War  Department,  from  which  1  have  as  yet 
received  no  answer  to  it. 

The  following  lettois  have  passed  between  Gen.  Han- 
cock and  myself  on  this  subject: 

ExecntiFe  Cliamber, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Dec.  29, 1864. 

General: — I  received  your  letter  at  the  moment  of 
my  departure  for  Philadelphia  on  Monday  laat.  I  re- 
turned tbiB  morning  and  hasten  to  reply. 

Having  no  knowledge  of  (he  organization  of  the 
corps  you  are  to  command  than  what  appears  in  the 
newspapers  and  orders,  I  will  be  obliged  if  you  will 
inform  me  if  it  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  part  of  the 
regular  army  of  the  United  t^tates,  or  as  part  of  the 
volunteer  service. 

If  it  is  part  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  I  cer- 
tainly have  no  connection  with  it,  as  Governor  of  the 
i^tate.  ir  it  is  organized  as  volunteers,  be  pleased  to 
inform  me  under  what  act  of  Congress? 

I  need  not  say.  General,  that  I  would  be  most  happy 
to  do  all  in  my  power  personally  and  officially  to  raise 
a  force  to  lii'  commanded  by  you.  Can  we  not  raise  yon 
two  or  llufi-  regiments  in  Pennsylvania,  in  the  UBua! 
riaiinet',  and  according  to  the  act  of  Congress,  for 
your  coijjs?  i)t  course,  I  would  t'onsult  you  in  the 
S(  Ici'tiitn  of  (ifticers.  and  only  commission  where  yon 
approved. 

I  cannot  understand  the  importance  of  my  askin;; 
that  persons  be  seat  to  Pennsylvania  to  induce  vet- 
erans to  go  to  the  District  of  Columbia  to  enlist.     I 


ctTtaiiil.v  will  do  iiotbiug  lo  t-nitmiTfiits  the  pra 

\\<'  Lave  bi'Di-fits,  hy  general  aud  Biierial  le}ri«laliou 
ill  I'enns^lvania,  which  atlarh  to  the  vnlantt-er  and 
his  family.  While  I  will  du  nutliiiifi  tu  deter  the  vet- 
erans  of  tlw  Slate  from  entering  yoiif  eorpB,  I  Iietttitfttc 
to  connect  myself  willi  a  mode  of  pnUstnienl  which 
may  deprive  Ihem  of  such  benefits,  unless  it  iti  my  duty 
ander  the  law. 

I  am.  Oentral.  very  res |(ect folly, 
Voor  (ihedient  servant. 
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tieaijquariers,  Fltet  Corps, 
WaBliiDBton,   D.  C,  December  31,  1884. 
To  His  Excellency,  Hon.  Andrew  G.  Curtln,  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania : 
1   have   the  honor  to  acknowledge  Ihc   receipt  of  your 
communlcatiun  at  the  ^Slb  Inst.,  anil  have  referred  the  same 
to  the  Wa.r  Department.    I  thank  you  Tor  your  kind  expreesloD 
of  personal  goorl  will,  and  rpRret  that  llifre  Bhoiilrt  Ijp  any  op- 


r  ofliri. 


inllii- 


by   the   War   Depar 

It  fa  not   wHliin 
ot  orp:a nidation,  as 
War  nepariment,  . 
practical  momcnL 
ledge  of  the  organii 

December  atli. 

lose  any  of  the  adv 


i   P'cpof 


1  discuss  the  plai 


Thpy  are  crcdiicd  lu  (hi'  luialiti 

are  domiciled,  and  (^mirit  on  ilip  i 

It  should  1)C  liorni'  in  iiiiiiil  ihai 


Major  fieneral  V.  S,  Volume 


WIXFIELD  SCOTT  HANCOCK 
of  Pennsylvania. 
Major  (leneral  in  ihe  United  Slates  Ar 


Andrew  Gregg  Curtin.  66i 

The  only  act  *if  (,'oiit;i'ess  for  rarsiu^  volunteors  that 
I  am  aware  of  ri'ijuir-i's  that  tlit^  fleld  and  line  oflicei's 
shall  be  comuiit'sioued  by  the  (luveruuis  of  the  several 
State,  ■  The  men  in  this  coriiw  <ire  not  to  be  formed 
into  organ iziitioiiR  of  tlie  re«])e(tive  i^tates,  and  it  is 
proposed  that  it»  ulTlcern  sliall  lie  appointed  by  the 
General  (lovcrriinent.  1  know  of  uo  aot  of  ('ongresB 
or  of  Assembly  under  which  men  so  raised  will  be 
entitled  to  p<>n8ions  or  their  families  to  benefits  from 
the  Tnited  Stales  or  State  Oovernmeut.  In  addition, 
I  will  observe  tliat  without  any  feelintr  of  jealousy,  1 
am  still  not  ready  to  participate  actively  in  transfer- 
ring to  the  I'nited  Slates  ilU'{i;ally  the  right  of  ap- 
pointment vested  in  the  Slate,  and  which  the  State 
anlhorilies  can  exercise  with  more  discrimination  by 
reason  of  having  a  greater  familiarity  with  the  merits 
of  the  citizens  of  their  owti  State,  than  the  I'nitcd 
States  anthorities  can  possibly  have.  I  will  transmit 
any  farther  comnmniciilion  that  I  may  receive  on  this 
snbject.  It  will  be  j  irceived  by  reference  to  corres- 
pondence, that  I  have  olfered  to  raise,  in  the  manner 
provided  by  law,  Iwo  or  three  regiments  of  veterans 
for  Hancock's  Corps.  My  desire  is  to  assist  the  <}ov- 
ornment  in  every  legal  mode  in  raising  men.  and  espe- 
cially to  facilitate  an  oHicei- — a  native  I'enusylvanian 
— NO  distinguished  as  lieneral  Hancock,  in  his  efforts 
to  organize  a  new  coi-ps. 

I  shall  throw  no  obstacli-s  in  bin  way  on  the  jtresent 
occasion,  bul  I  cannot,  cerlainly,  be  expected  to  invite 
a  violation  of  hnv  in  carrying  out  a  plan  which  aacri- 
flces  the  rights  of  tin-  State  under  existing  laws,  and 
would  leave  Ihe  men  unprotected  by  them,  so  far  as 
concerns  future  provision  for  their  comfort  and  that 
of  their  families. 

I  will  further  observe,  that  it  appears  by  the  report 
of  the  Adjutant  (leneral,  herewith  transmitted,  that 
the  State,  under  the  system  established  by  law,  has 
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put  Into  the  military  service  of  the  Uiiiled  States,  since 
the  comineiirenieut  of  the  war,  the  following  number 
of  men.  viz: 


Troops  sent  into  seivire  during;  1S64. 

Organizutions  for  three  years'  term, 0,867 

Organizations  for  one  hnndi-ed  days'  lerui.  7,GT5 

Organisations  for  one  year  term, 16,094 

Volunteer  recruitH.   26,567 

Drafted  men  and  substitutes 10,651 

Epciuits  for  regular  army. 2.974 

Re-enlistnii'nts  of  I'lmnfiylvania  volunteerB. 


Infantry, 

Cavalry, 

Artillery, 

Accredited  to  other  States. 


13,SC2 

2,834 
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[roop^  s<'iil  iiiiii  111'-  si'L'vi.'i'  of  iIli>  Tnili'd  Si:iU's  siii.c 
tlic  voimii.-iKH'iiifiU  ..f  111.'  l!.'bi>]li(.ii,  inrliMliuj:  Ihc 
ninety  days'  iiLililia.  in  llir  .li'iiaitiiinils  of  ili<-  ^\,< 
noiignlirl;!  ail. I  Siisi|in'li;iiina,  ia  isi;:i: 
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I  call  tho  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  report 
of  the  Surveyor  General,  herewith  pi-eseated,  and  com- 
mend the  Buggestions  made  by  ihat  officer  to  your  con- 
sideration. 

This  message  is  accompanied  by  full  re[v>rt8  of  all 
the  military  departuieiits.  They  exhibit  the  large 
amount  of  service  performed  during  the  past  year,  and 
contain  a  full  history  of  all  the  military  operations  of 
the  State.  Many  valuable  recommendations  are  made 
ill  thtm  to  promote  Ihe  efficiency  of  our  volunteers, 
and  the  i-omfort  of  the  sick  and  wounded,  which  I 
command  to  your  earnest  ahd  immediate  attention. 
It  affords  ine  great  satisfaction  to  bear  my  testimony 
to  the  ability,  diligence  and  fidelity  of  all  the  officers 
in  these  several  departments. 

Before  closing  Ihis  message  I  desire  to  advert  to  the 
delay  which  has  sometimes  occurred  in  the  passage 
of  the  general  appropriation  bill.  It:  is  necessary  that 
this  bill  should  become  a  law,  as  otherwise  the  action 
of  Government  would  be  stopped.  To  delay  its  pre- 
sentation to  the  Executive,  as  was  done  at  the  last 
regular  session,  till  a  late  hour  of  the  night  before  the 
morning  fixed  for  the  final  adjournment,  is  to  deprive 
Ihe  iteopte  of  their  right  to  have  all  bills  submitted  to 
the  revision  of  the  Legislature,  before  becoming  laws, 
in  case  the  Kxecutive  should  not  approve  them.  If 
there  had  been  time.  I  should  probably  have  returned 
the  appropriation  bill  of  last  year  for  such  revision, 
as  when  I  had  the  opportunity  of  deliberately  exam- 
ining it,  I  found  provisions  which  I  could  not  have  ap- 
proved; but  that  opportunity  was  denied  me  before 
the  bill  had  become  a  law.  and  in  fact,  as  the  liegisla- 
ture  was  on  the  point  of  adjournment,  the  only  ques- 
tion ])resented  to  me  was  whether  that  bill  should  be- 
come a  law  without  amendment,  or  the  necessities  of 
the  Government  remain  unprovided  for. 
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Tbc  t;ulliniti'y  of  our  uoldiors  in  tlic  llt-ld  Htill  e^iede 
luHlru  on  till-  <.'uuiin<)uwi.'nltL.  iiud  tbut  tlieir  merit  is 
apprei'iiilei]  liy  ii  generous  people,  ia  shown  by  ttic 
fOtitinui'd  and  clu'erful  liberality  with  which  file  men 
tind  w(iini-u  of  llie  State  loutribute  of  their  nuaiiM  fur 
rhelr  eonifoi'l  and  welfare.  May  the  blcssinj;  of  lind 
be  oil  those  brave  men  who  have  stood  by  tlie  rouutry 
tbrungh  the  dark  homs  of  lier  ti-ial. 

A.  (J.  CHJRTIN. 
Kxeeutive  (.'hamber, 
Barnsbiirg,  .January  4,  l««o. 


^^^^«i 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "A  Further  Supplement  to 

an  Act  Kelatiiisvti>  Roa.Is.  Hisjii^vays  ami  Rridf^es." 

KxiTUlivc  Cliaiulier, 
llanisliiii-   .laniiary  10.  isii.l. 

IUK'i'i'UN  'I'd  TiiK  s]:N.\'n':.    in   wjiicii    it 
.ni^'iik i.  Iiill.  N(.,  l;:;!l..-n[i(!.>.i   -A  lin  ili.-i- sup 

|il>'iiH'ni  l<>  nil  ar!  ri'lalin^  u>  roails.  ]ii<.Miways  and 
br-idj-es.  appnnrd  ilir  |:iili  dav  <.l  -luii.-.  ls;i(;,-  wiih 
my  obj.'.-iions  h.  ih,.  sail..-. 

TJie^'.^Jifial  law,  «liirh   il   is  |M<.|i<wd  lo  rliai.jie.  has 
been     round    li>    l>r    lii-lilv     -.a  llslarl  iiiv     l.i    Ihe    ]i.'Ot>l<-. 

and  is  well  iiiidiTsi.HMl. 

This  bill  i.niiH.s.'s  :,  iiiosi  uiiii.-i  inl  rliaiit;e  In  die  law, 

bv  l.|■.■al;iu^'down  lli.-  resiiiii  ii.iis  ihn.wu  ai i.d  jmb- 

li>'  ollirers   who  aiv  <liar<:rd   wllli    ili<-  .-\|>.-ndi1ure  of 

Tlir  bill  won!.!  aiillioii/.c  llir  ro.miv  r..iiMnissionei-8 
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tare-build  a  bridj;!'.  without  apiilinttion  to  the  court, 
the  bpDefit  of  an  iiiijiai-tini  rc'iiort  <if  viewere.  or  the 
action  of  tlic  gi-aiid  jiirv,  as  now  [irovided  bv  the  gen- 
eral laws. 

Under  the  firat  section  of  the  act  of  April  13.  1843. 
the  louniy  coin  mission  era  are  authorized  to  repair 
bridfifs  within  certain  counties,  without  the  formali- 
liee  or  reBtrictioiis  referred  to,  which  seenis  to  be  quite 
as  great  a  departure  from  the  j>rovi8ion8  of  the  gen- 
eral law  as  conid  lit-  required;  and  I  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  [.cgislatiire  to  the  fact,  that  the  act  of 
April  13,  1S43,  was  rciwaled  a»  to  several  <-ountieB 
originallv  included  in  it.  at  the  next  session  of  this 
I^egisliiture  after  its  ptmsage. 

For  these  reasons  I  cannot  iip)>rove  the  bill. 

A.  <i.  CURTIN. 


To  the  .X.ssembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Sled  Fork  Oil  Company." 

Exeiutive  Chamber, 
Ilan-iBlnirg.  .lauuarv  II),  1865. 
(Jentlf'tuen:— 

IHKRK\MT1I    ItK'irUN    TO    THE    SRN.VTE,    IN 
which  it  oritrimitcd.  bill.  Nn.  IIIOT.  of  tlic  session 
of  ]8i;4.  entitled  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Bled 
Fork  oil  (■<)niimny."  willi  my  objerlions  lo  the  ><anie. 

This  bill  jiioiidses  to  incorporate  a  company  with 
an  unlimited  privilege  of  holding  lands  in  the  State 
of  West  \'irgiiiia  and  <'lsewherc.  Tnder  its  provis- 
ions, the  cnmpjiiiy  may  pnrchjisc  and  hold  and  convey 
any  number  of  aires  withnnt  restriction,  in  or  out 
of  IVnusylvania.  The  bill  is.  in  my  judgment,  de- 
fective in  other  particulars,  and  is  further  objectiona- 
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ble,  because  it  refers  for  the  mode  of  suing  for  and 
t'ollt'cting  oeptain  debts,  to  anotber  private  att  incor- 
porating another  company. 

For  these  roaBons  I  cannot  approve  this  bill. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  a  Proposed  Thirteenth 
Amciidinent    to   the    Constitution   of   the    United 

States. 

Executive  Chamber, 
IJurriBburg,  February  3.  1S«5, 
Gentlemen: — 

I    HAVE  THE  HONOR  TO  TRANSMIT  HERKWITH 
copy  of  resolutions  of  Congress,  proposing  amend- 
meiils  to  iIk-  (.'oustitution,  which  1  received  this 
morning  from  the  ^cretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  duly  attested. 

.\.  r,.  CT'RTIN^. 

A  HESOiAJTlOK 

Submitting  to  the  I.eRislaturps  of  llic  Several  Slates  a  Propo- 

silion  to  Amend  ilio  Conslilulioii  of  the  United  Stales. 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  In  Congress  assembled,  (two- 
thirds  of  both  Houses  conctirringl.  That  the  following  article 
be  proposed  to  tlie  Legislatnres  of  llie  several  States,  as  an 
amendment  to  (he  Constiliiliou  of  the  Tnited  Stales,  which, 
when,  ratified  by  ihrce-fourthf.  of  said  Legislatures,  shall  he 
valid  to  all  intents  nod  purposes  as  a  part  of  the  said  Con- 
stitution,  namely: 

article:  XIII. 

Section  1.  Neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude,  ex- 
cept as  a  punishment  tor  crime,  whereof  (lie  party  shall  have 
been  duly  convicted,  shall  exist  within  the  fnitcd  States,  or 
any  place  subject  to  their  jurisdiction. 

Section  2.  Congress  shall  have  power  in  eiifor<e  this  article 
by  appropriate  legislation. 

Approved — February    1,   1865. 
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To  the  President  of  the  United  States  Concerning 
the  Quota  of  Pennsylvania  Under  the  Recent  Call 
of  the  President  for  Three  Hundred  Thousand 
Men. 

Ezecative  Chamber, 
Harriaburg,  Jaanar?  26,  1866. 
To  the  Preaident: 
Sir:— 

THE  ACT  OF  THE  3D  MARCH,  1863,  COMMONLY 
called  the  Enroluient  Act,  provided  (section  1) 
that  Tor  the  purpoees  of  the  act,  each  ■CongrcB- 
Bional  dibtrict  of  tbe  respective  States  should  form  a 
district,  and  (section  11)  that  all  persons  -enrolled 
should  be  subject  to  be  called  into  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  continue  in-service  during 
the  present  rebellion,  not  however  exceeding  the  term 
of  three  years,  and  further  (section  12)  that  in  assign- 
ing  to  the  districts  tbe  number  of  men  to  be  furnished 
therefrom,  the  President  should  take  into  considera^ 
lion  the  uumber  of  volunteers  and  militia  by  and  from 
tbe  several  States  in  which  said  districts  were  situated, 
and  the  period  of  their  service  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  rebellion,  and  should  so  make  said  assign- 
ments as  lo  e^iiialize  the  numbers  among  the  districts 
of  the  several  Slates,  considering  and  allowing  for  the 
numbers  already  furnished  as  aforesaid  and  the  time  . 
of  their  service. 

The  time  of  actual  st^rvice  which  by  this  act  you 
were  directed  to  consider  and  allow  for.  could  not, 
without  impracticable  labor,  (or  indeed  at  all,)  be  fixed 
with  exactitude  for  each  district,  but  it  could  easily 
have  been  so  approximated  by  averages  that  little  if 
any  practical  injustice  would  Lave  been  done.  Tlie 
Commencemeut  of  the  third  year  of  the  war  was  close 
at  hand  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act.  It 
would  not  have  been  difllcult  to  ascertain,  of  one  thou- 
Hand  men  enlisted  for  three  years,  what  was  the  aver- 
age number  that  remained  actually  in  the  service  at 
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llii-  fiid  (if  tliL*  first  niid  second  veHia  reRiiet-tivflj'.  aua 
tliiift  tbi-  ai-l  t-nuld  bave  been  siihstaiitiall.v  comiilit^d 
with.  For  iustani-e,  mippowe  U  to  have  been  fouud 
that  one  thousand  men  enliefed  Tor  thrw  jwiph.  thci'f 
remained  in  the  servlre  an  average  of  forty  per  cent, 
at  tile  close  of  tlie  first  je-ar,  and  twenty  \}er  t-ent.  ot 
the  L'lose  of  the  Hecond  ,vear.  Tlie  resnlt  would  have 
been,  under  the  provieione  of  the  act,  that  aixteen  hun- 
dred one  jrear'fi  men  would  have  been  taken  a*  an 
ef)iiivalent  of  one  Thousand  three  years'  men. 

Unfortunately  the  Heads  of  Bureaus,  to  whom  the 
matter  seems  to  have  been  entrusted,  began  by  falling 
into  a  slrange  miecom^tiuelioii  of  the  art.  They  did 
in  effect  strike  from  the  twelfth  section  the  phrasea 
"period  of  their  service"  and  "Mime  of  their  service," 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  [ihrase  "term  of  their 
enlistment,"  and  then  proceeded  to  apportion  creditsi 
by  multiplying  the  niinibcr  of  men  furnished  from  a 
diutrict  by  the  number  of  years  for  which  they  were 
enlisted.     Tiilculations   made    ..ii    this    liusis    were   of 
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for  Ihit'e  ycai-8  i»  pi-actk-ally  eqtiivuU'ut  lo  getting 
three  pairs  of  hootn  for  «ue  year. 

TIk'  visioniiiy  cliaracter  of  tlie  systt'iii  on  wliich  tliey 
liave  proceeded  eaiinot  lie  better  illiiNtrated  than  by 
the  result  af  which  fhey  have  arrived  on  the  present 
oci-asion.  Tlie  quota  of  I'eunsylvania  ou  the  last  call 
was  announced  lo  lie  01,7110;  her  quota  to  make  up 
deflcleiicies  under  tliat  call  was  announced  to  be  G6,- 
9!)!)  men.  On  the  '2i\\t  inst..  it  was  aunonnced  that 
th^  quota  of  the  Wefitern  district  had,  on  revision,  been 
fixed  at  22,54:!.  which  would  make  that  of  the  whole 
Rtute  about  44.(MMI;  and  hile  on  the  Hanie  day  it  was 
further  announced  tliar  the  quota  of  the  Western  dis- 
trict was  2.').512.  and  rliat  of  (he  whole  State  4fl.583; 
all  these  changes  lieiny  <iiused  by  no  Intervening  cir- 
cum8tanc<'S  that  1  am  aware  of.  In  fact  our  quota 
on  the  last  tall  wan  lilh'd  and  there  can  be  no  deficiency 
to  be  now  i<up|ilied. 

Their  jilan  is  unjust  lo  the  districts  and  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. It  wholly  ignores  the  losses  of  men  by  de- 
sertion, sickness,  death  and  casualties.  The  losses 
from  most  of  Ihcse  causes  are  giealer  during  the  first 
year  of  service  than  afterwards.  A  town  nhieh  has 
furnished  three  thousand  men  for  one  year,  has  prob- 
ably lost  threc-fiflhs  of  Ihetii  from  these  causes  before 
the  cxpiraiion  of  tin-  tiMia.  .\  not  her  equal  town  which 
has  furnished  one  llioiisaiid  men  foi'  three  years  may, 
before  the  expiratiou  of  that  leriu.  have  lost  seveuteen- 
twentieHis  of  llicm.  The  first  town  will  have  tlins 
given  sixte<'n  liundred  men  to  tlie  loiintry — the  second 
bnf  eijrlit  liundred  and  fifty.  There  is  no  equality  in 
this.  The  exiianstioa  of  the  industrial  pojiulation  of 
llie  two  lowiis  is  in  very  unequal  pioportions.  As 
to  llic  liovcriiitient — the  (ioveriinifnt  has  in  the  first 
.-ase  (ho  actual  service,  during  llie  whol<>  year,  of  four- 
Iwii  hnndred  men; — in  the  second  case  the  actual  ser- 
vice of  say  fiiur  liundred  men,  during  the  whole  first 
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year,  of  probabl.v  not  more  tlian  two  hundred  men 
during  the  whole  aei-ond  year,  and  say  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men  at  most  during  the  whole  thii-d  year. 
Besides,  the  amount  of  service  that  may  be  required 
promptly  is  to  be  considered,  and  not  merely  the 
agreed  term  o(  service.  At  the  late  storm  of  Fort 
Fisher,  one  at  least  of  the  Pennsylvania  one  year  regi- 
ments were  engaged,  and  behaved  most  gallantly. 
Who  will  say  that  if  one-third  of  their  number  had 
been  enlisted  for  three  years,  it  would  on  that  account 
have  been  able  to  perform  as  much  service  as  the 
whole  number  did  in  that  unsurpassed  exploit? 

But  there  is  even  more  Berious  error  than  has  been 
nlKive  exposed.  The  clause  of  the  act  of  3d  March, 
18fi.1,  under  which  your  officers  profess  to  be  acting, 
has  not  been  in  force  since  the  24th  of  February,  1S64. 

Whether  induced  thereto  by  the  strangeness  of  the 
system  which  had  been  adopted  under  it.  or  for  what- 
CTer  reasons.  Congress  thought  fit  to  pass  the  act  of 
24th  Februnry.  ^f^n4.  fenlitled  ".\n  Act  to  amend  the 
act  of  March  .^,  lS(;n.''l  wlii.-h  jirovidcs  (section  2)  that 
the  quota  of  each  ward  nf  a  city,  town,  Ac.  shall  he 
as  nearly  as  possible  in  proportion  to  flie  nnuibnr  of 
men  resident  herein  lijiMc  to  render  ntilitary  service, 
taking  info  account  as  fiir  as  practicable  the  number 
which  had  been  previously  fiirnishMl  tlici-efroni. 

Tlius  the  former  act  was  amended  by  {,'ivintr  credits. 
not  to  districts  but  to  smaller  localities,  and  by  omit- 
ting the  provision  for  considering  and  allowing  for 
the  time  of  service  In  estimating  credits;  they  were 
directed  in  future  to  be  f:iven  as  far  as  practicalile  on 
the  basis  of  the  number  of  men  jireviotisly  furnished, 
without  reference  to  the  time  of  .service. 

And  this  was  followed  up  by  llie  act  of  4th  July. 
1SC4,  Ijiiissed  at  the  same  session.)  whiih  provides  (sec- 
tion 1)  that  the  I'residenl  may,  al  liis  discretion,  call 
for  any  number  of  volunteers  for  the  resjiective  terms 
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of  one,  two  and  three  years,  witb  bounties  regulated 
according  to  their  term  of  enlistment,  and  (section  2) 
that  in  case  the  ejuota  of  any  town.  &c.,  shall  not  he 
filled  within  the  space  of  sixty  days  after  such  call, 
then  the  President  shall  immediately  order  a  draft 
for  one  year  to  fill  such  qnota. 

These  are  the  clauses  which  now  regulate  the  sub- 
ject. It  is  not  for  me  or  you,  Sir,  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion of  their  propriety.    They  are  to  he  obeyed. 

It  would  be  easy  to  show  that  they  form  a  reasona- 
ble and  intelligible  system.  Formerl.v,  when  calls 
were  made  of  men  for  military  service,  they  were  made 
by  requisitions  on  the  Governors  of  the  respective 
States,  who  then  proceeded  to  draft  the  required  num- 
ber to  fill  the  qnota  of  the  State.  In  this  draft,  men 
from  any  State  or  locality,  who  had  voluntarily  en- 
tered the  service  of  the  Fnited  States,  by  enlisting  in 
the  army  or  otherwise,  were  not  taken  into  account. 
No  credits  were  given  for  them  on  the  quota,  any  more 
than  for  men  who  had  of  their  own  accord  engaged 
themselves  in  any  other  lawful  employment.  The  sys- 
tem, however,  of  raising  very  large  bodies  of  men  as 
volunteers,  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  1861,  had 
drawn  upon  the  military  population  of  the  respective 
States  and  localities  very  heavily,  and  not  quite  equa- 
bly, and  therefore,  when  the  enrolment  act  of  1863  was 
passed,  it  was  thought  best  to  provide  for  equalizing 
the  exhaustion,  by  allowing  credits  to  localities  for 
the  volunteers  furnished  by  them.  But  the  Oovern- 
ment  had  accepted  volunteers  for  various  terms  of 
service,  and  hence  the  effort  to  render  the  equalization 
more  perfect  by  considering  and  allowing  for  the  time 
of  their  service  as  well  as  the  number  of  men.  The 
acts  of  lfiR4,  above  recited,  have  modified  tills  system, 
by  fixing  a  definite  term  of  servhe  {one  year)  for  which 
men  are  to  be  drafted.  Volunteers  for  not  less  than 
that  term  are  to  he  credited  to  their  localities  on  the 
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quottt,  anil  I'ccfivc  a  certaiu  boniitj  from  llic  Oovetn- 
nipnt.  SirIi  of  llu'iu  as  t-liooiM;  to  eulist  for  longer 
ti'i'ius  rcfpivL'  fiiillier  boimties  from  llif  tiovernmeDt, 
liilt.  !*o  far  ii»  n'Kil'ds  llie  iniieaBi'd  teini  lii-.vond  out' 
yeai-,  ari'  iiof  to  lip  rroditpd  on  llip  quola,  1ml  aip  to  be 
'loft  on  liu-  ftamo  footing  llmt  nil  voiiintciTB  w<'re  on 
bpfoip  tin-  ml  of  lKfi.1.  Tliiit  is  lo  wi.v.  tlie  (lovern- 
itu'iil  iiniiiMirici's  lliiit  it  will  laiio  by  its  aulliurity  u 
ri'itiiiti  iniiiilipi'  of  lut-n  from  a  loviilit.y  for  iiiliriarr 
Bervici-  for  one  year.  That  is  the  lawful  deniHiid  which 
it  will  enforce.  It  [Jays  buuiilieH  in  case  of  locaitfiex 
to  fneilitale  them  in  t'Oinjilyiiif;  with  IhiM  demand  wllb- 
out  a  eoinpiilsory  draft.  Bat  it  ham  made  no  ileinaud 
for  men  to  scrvp  for  two  or  for  IJiree  years.  The  Uov- 
ernmeut  rereivea  and  [layw  additional  bonnlies  to  vol- 
unteers for  tbeup  IcrmM.  but,  in  thilt.  deiile  with  the 
m«u  only,  and  as  Hu-  iniTeasipd  term  of  service  beyond 
one  year  is  not  agreed  to  he  reiidered  in  eoitipliunre 
with  any  demand  of  the  liovernmeni,  it  gives  the 
lot'iilily   nil  iTcilil   fiii   111.-  i|iiiil;i    Foi'  il.     The  liovern- 
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.vi't  that  be  shall  be  counted  as  three  one-year'a  men 
towards  the  quota  on  a  future  call.  This  is  directly 
in  the  teeth  of  the  law.  On  the  other  bund,  they  are 
cyphering  out  a  deficiency  on  the  last  call,  by  counting 
thre  one-year's  men  as  only  equivalent  to  one  three- 
years'  man,  which  is  equally  against  law. 

Thus  the  quota  of  Pennsylvania  under  the  call  of 
18th  July  last  was  filled  in  accordance  with  the  law, 
by  men  to  serve  for  not  less  than  one  year.  The  term 
of  service  of  these  men  is  not  yet  half  expired,  and 
yet  your  subordinates  are  threatening  a  draft  to  fill 
an  alleged  deficiency  on  that  very  call,  the  existence 
of  which  they  attempt  to  make  out  by  persisting  in 
their  unlawful  and  unsubstantial  theories  and  calcula- 
tions. 

Our  people  know  that  the  (iovernment  requires 
more  men.  They  are  willing  to  furnish  them — heavy 
as  the  burden  has  become  ou  the  industnal  population, 
Irft  the  reijuirement  be  made  in  the  clear  and  definite 
shape  which  the  law  provides  for,  and  it  will  be  cheer- 
fully complied  with.  But  it  is  hardly  to  be  tolerated 
that  your  subordinates  should  be  permitted  longer  to 
pursue  the  system  of  substituting,  for  tlie  law,  an  ec- 
centric plan  of  their  own. 

Sir,  on  behalf  of  the  freemen  of  this  Commonwealth, 
who  have  always  given  a  cheerful  and  hearty  support 
to  your  (Iovernment  in  tlie  |>rospcution  of  this  war,  it 
is  my  duty  to  insist — and  1  do  insist — that  you  enforce 
upon  your  subordinates  that  obedience  to  the  law, 
which  you  owe,  as  well  as  they  and  all  of  us.  It  is 
of  evil  example — it  tends  to  enfeeble,  nay.  to  destroy — 
the  just  power  of  Government,  that  you  should  suffer 
your  officers  to  treat  with  open  contempt  any  acts  of 
Congress,  and  esijecially  those  which  you  have  your- 
self approved,  and  which  regulate  a  matter  of  such 
deep  and  delicate  moment  as  the  enforcing  a  draft 
for  the  military  service, 
43— Vol.  VIII— »h  Ser. 
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Relying  heartily  on  your  wisdom  and  justice  to  Bet 
right  what  has  thus  been  yoiiig  wrong,  and  to  compel 
henceforth,  on  the  part  of  all,  a  proper  respect  for  and 
obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  laud, 
1  am,  sir, 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  G.  CUBTIN. 


To  tile  Secretary  of  War  Concerning  the  Recruiting 
of  Companies  in  Lieu  of  a  Draft,  and  Provisions 
for  the  Shelter  of  Troops. 

Execntive  Chamber, 
Hamsburg,  February  8,  1865. 
To  Hon,  E.  M.  Slantou,  Secretary  of  War. 

Washington,  D.  C: 

THE  INDICATI0S8  OF  SUCCESS  IN  RECRUIT- 
ing  the  companies  in  lieu  of  draft,  are  very  ea- 
coiiraginfi  in  this  Slalt'.     1  IliinU  we  will  succeed 
to  the  extent  of  llif  authority  ;;raiiied. 

Several  coiiiiianics  ari'ived  lien>  ycslcrihiy,  aiul  1  re- 
gret to  a^'ain  insist  tha(  there  are  not  siillicieiil  areoiii- 
niodations  pnivideil  foi'  ilie  rei-i'uils  ilmt  rendezvous 
here.  Last  iiiyilit  niany  wei'e  wiflioiit  slieln-r  or  blank- 
ets, and  exposed  t<i  niosi  iTicleinent  weallier. 

J  very  earnestly  eiilieal  you  lo  jieiruiiilorily  onier. 
that  jirovision  be  made  at  oric«'  for  the  cili^eiis  of  the 
State  who  voluuleer  for  military  service.  The  nifjlif 
coming  on  jiromises  to  be  very  colil  and  wind  l)i';li. 
Provision  I  linjie  will  be  made  before  dark. 

The  ("nited  States  anlliorilies  hi-vt-  knew  ni.-n  were 
coming,  and  conld  have  been  |ire|iared.  1  will,  if  (be 
men  are  perniilled  lo  leave  the  imiii[..  ^-ive  ihrni  places 
for  shelter  toiiit;lit.  in  any  «\'  IIm-  [.iiblic  buildingK 
when,  room  can  be  had. 

A.  (i.  CI'IiTlN. 
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To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Resolutions  of 
Thanks  from  the  Legislature  of  Vermont  to  the 
People  of  Philadelphia  for  Their  Kindness  to  Ver- 
mont Soldiers. 

Executive  Chamber, 
.Harrisburg,  February  9,  1865. 
Gentlemen; — 

IT  GIVES  ME  GREAT  PLEASURE  TO  TRANSMIT 
to  joo  copies  of  a  communication  which  I  have 
received  from  the  Governor  of  Vi'rmont,  accom- 
panied by  resolutions  passed  by  the  legislature  of  that 
State,  returning  thanks  to  the  people  of  Philadelphia, 
for  their  generous  kindness  and  hospitality  to  volun- 
teera  poBsing  through  that  city.  The  plan  of  providing 
shelter,  refreshments  and  comforts  beyond  those  sup- 
plied by  the  Government,  for  soldiers  passing  to  or 
from  the  front,  originated  in  Philadelphia,  contempo- 
raneously with  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  and 
has  been  pursued  quietly,  steadily  and  effectually  to 
the  present  day.  The  persons  who  have  charged  them- 
selves with  these  works  of  patriotic  love,  have  de- 
served the  gratitude  of  the  people  of  the  whole  coon' 
try,  and  their  services — fruits  of  their  benevolent  Im- 
pulses— have  reflected  honor  on  their  city  and  State. 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  a  suitable  ex- 
pression  by  your  honorable  bodies,  on  behalf  of  the 
people  of  this  Commonwealth,  of  their  sense  of  their 
services. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 

JOINT  RESOLUTIONS, 
Tendering  ThankH  to  the  People  of  Phtladelphla. 
'Wtaereaa,  Since  the  commencement  of  tbe  war  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Union,  tbe  people  of  Philadelphia  have 
shown  dlstineulshed  kindness  and  hospitality  towards  the  Na- 
tion's brave  defenders,  on  their  passage  through  the  city, 
and  to  such  as  have  been  from  time  to  time  In  Ite  hoepttala, 
.and  that  not  bb  the  expresBlon  of  a  temporBry  and  a  transient 
enthusiasm  and  sympathy,  but  with  continuous  and  unfailing 
beneficence: 
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And  whereas.  Our  Vermont  solrtierB  bave  shared  lilierally 
In  this  bounlitul   goodness;    therefore. 

RfiBolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  That 
in  the  name  of  the  peopie  of  Vermont,  we  lender  our  sincere 
and  hearty  Ihanlta  to  the  good  people  of  Philadelphia,  tor 
their  generouB  houpilality,  ami  hope  Heaven  may  abundantly 
reward  their  noble  city  tor  what  she  haa  done  for  our  gal- 
lant iiraves,  fur  the  .salvation  of  the  pubHf,  anil  the  speedy 
and  Bueceasfiii  termlnallon  of  our  Hangtiinary  struggli;  for 
tbe  preservation  of  the  Union. 

ReBolved.  That  tlie  Governor  ia  tiereby  requested  to  send  a 
copy  of  these  resotutlona  to  the  Governor  of  Penosylvanif  and 
the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Relative  to  the 
Sureties  of  William  Bickel,  Late  Treasurer  of 
Schuylkill  County." 

Exfi'iitive  riifinili.T. 

Ilillrislnir;;,   l''..|irn;ii y  !l.   ISIm. 
l-u-nlU-nwu:— 

IiEi'rrriJN   t(i  ■ciiI':   si-:N.\-ri:,   in   wmicii    it 
<.|-ij;lll;llr,l.    Mil,    X,..     lUI.    rtitillr.!      "An    A. -I     Ichl- 

tivc  to  till'  siJicii.'s  .if  W  illi^im  l!i(N.-l,  hm-  Ir.^is 
nriT  ..f  Srlniylkill  r<.nril\.- 

.lii)I<:]ii('iits  \u\\-i-  Im'i-ii  .ili-;iiiir(l  ^iLMinsi  William 
lti.-k<-l  ;iii,1  lii.-<  siin'li<'S.  ;hi.I  <'\<tui  i<iiis  lidvc  li.'i>ti  ts- 
sii.-.l.  The  (■(iiiiily  -if  SHni.vlkill  is  li;)lj]>'  U>r  |.;irl  of 
iIk'  •].'!, I.  anioiiiiliii}:  wjlli  ititcrrsf.  fo  alxinl  .'^lUIIII. 
Till-  n-Limiitili-r  of  Mii'  il.-hf  anioiinis.  wiili  rulm-st.  M> 
iilxxil  .'i::{.si;ii.  ;ni<l  ii  is  ln-n.-v.-.!  i\,n\  [Niytiinn  r;iu  Ix- 
.-I'sMy  oM;iin-.l  if  lli.-r-  sli..iil.|  Ik-  u.i  uuvvU-vru<-r  by 
till'  L<'}risl;ttiir<-.  Till-  fiv'iuri'l  piissiii;.'  i.f  Mils.  [\k,- 
the  [Mi'Sclll.  is  lcll.lcl'i[i^'  flltili-  llic  <'l'<iils  of  111,,  olli. 
CITS  (.r  t!ir  rouuiioimcaltli  lo  rnfor.'M  ili-.  |p;iyiii.'iit  of 
iiK.iicvs  of  wliicli  slio  hns  I n  .lifr.niHl..,],     .\ft.T  iiiir- 
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ties,  and  as  in  this  very  vase,  have  juotrafti-d  a  vexa- 
tions litigation  to  the  la^t  poiaf,  they  come  to  the 
Legislature,  and  on  loooe  and  nnreliable  statoments, 
by  themselves  or  their  friends,  obtain  acts  which  throw 
the  whole  matter  into  confusion,  and  in  effect  prevent 
the  Commonwealth  from  obtaining  payment.  A  gen- 
eral act  providinfi;  that,  in  all  cases  in  which  a  eonnty 
tn'asurer  should  have  been  guilty  of  felony  by  em- 
bezzling the  moneys  of  the  Commonwealth,  no  proceed- 
ings to  recover  tlie  money  shoald  be  taken  against  him 
or  his  sureties,  or  the  county,  would  he  more  tdmple, 
and  about  as  effectual,  with  this  advautagc,  tliat  much 
ti-ouble  would  be  khvpiI  to  all  parties.  As  1  should  not 
approve  such  an  act.  so  i  canuot  approve  thia  for  the 
i-easuns  above  given. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  '"An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Mineral  Railroad  and  Mining  Company." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Hiirrisbuif!.  February  7.  1865. 
Gentlemen: — 

IHEKEWITH    RETCRN  TO   THE    SENATE,   IN 
which  it  originated,  bill.  No.  47.  entitled    "Sup- 
plement to  an  act,  entitled   'An  Act  to  incorpo- 
rate the  Mineral  railroad  and  mining  company.'  an 
thorizing  said  conijrany  to  hold  uiineral  lauds  by  lease 
as  well  as  purchase ," 

The  company  has  already  by  law  the  privilege  pro- 
posed to  he  conferred  on  it  by  this  bill,  and  the  bill 
being  therefore  «|uite  unnecessary,  I  cannot  approve  it, 
A.  0.  CURTIN. 
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To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Correspondence  Con- 
cerning Statues  for  the  National  Statuary  Hall  in 
the  Capitol  at  Washington. 

Executive  Chamber, 
IlarriBburg.  February  20,  1865. 
Gentlemen: — 

I  HAVE     THE      HONOll     TO     COMMUNICATE 
copies  of  letters  trauamitted  to  ine  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  the  United  States,  in  reference  to 
tlie  subject  of  statutes  for  the  old  Hull  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  at  Washington. 

DepartmeDt  of  St&te, 
Waahiagton,  3d  February,  186&. 
To  HU  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Pennsj  Ivania, 
Harrlsburg,  Pennsylvania: 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  copy 
of  a  teller  of  the  25th  ultimo,  addressed  to  tte  President  by 
the  Hon.  JuBtln  8,  Morrill,  of  the  House  of  RepresentattvBB. 
inviting  his  attention  to  the  second  sectloD  of  tlie  act  of  Con- 
gress, of  the  2ii  of  July,  1861,  on  the  subject  of  statues  tor  the 
old  HalJ  of  the  House  of  Reyresentatlves.    The  President  has 
directed  this  Department  to  request,  through  your  Excellency, 
that  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania  may  take  the  matter  into  con- 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary. 

House  of  Representatives, 
Committee   of"  Ways   and   Means, 
Washington.   January   25,   1865. 
Dear  Sir— Permit  me,  respectfully,  to  call  your  attention  to 
section  2,  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  2d,   1S61,   (page  347, 
pamphlet  eiiition).  which  fcl  apart  the  old  Hall  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  a  hall  of  statuary  by  which  you  were 
"authorised  to   Invite  each  and  all   the  States  to  provide  and 
furnish   statues.   In   marble   or   bronze,   not   exceeding  two   In 
number  for  each   Stale,  of   deceased   persons   who   have   been 
jltizens   thereof,  anH   Illustrious   for  their  historic   renown  or 
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from  distloguliibed  civic  or  military  serrlces,  Bucb  as  each 
State  shall  determlce  to  be  worthy  of  this  Dational  commem- 
oration; and  when  so  furnished  the  same  shall  be  placed  In 
the  old  Hall  In  the  House  of  Representntlves  In  the  Capitol  of 
the  United  States,  which  is  hereby  set  apart,  or  so  much  there- 
of as  may  be  necessary,  as  a  National  Statuary  Hall,  for  the 
purposes  herein  indicated." 

That  you  approve  of  the  high  purposes  of  this  law,  I  have 
no  doubt,  and  In  view  ol  the  fact  that  several  of  the  State 
Legislatures  are  now  in  session,  but  soon  may  adjourn,  may 
I  ask  you  to  take  such  action  at  once  as  you  shall  de«m  ap- 
propriate. In  order  to  notify  and  give  the  Invitation  provided 
for  to  the  Governors  of  the  several  States,  so  that  they  can 
take  early  steps  to  carry  the  purpose  lA  Congress  into  full 
effect? 

With  high  respect, 

our  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  JUSTIN  3.  MORRILL. 

The  President. 


To  the  Senate  Com-erning  a  Resolution  of  that  Body 
with  regard  to  a  Certain  Acting  Assistant  Pro- 
vost Marshal  General  in  the  State. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  March  1, 1865. 
Gentlemen : — 

ON  MY  RETURN  HERE,  ON  MONDAY  EVENING 
last,  I  received  the  following  resolution: 
"Resolved,  That  His  Excellencj,  the  Governor, 
be  and  lie  is  hereby  respectfully  requested  to  furnish 
the  Senate,  at  his  earliest  convenience,  with  copies  of 
any  correspondence  or  oilier  information  in  his  pos- 
session, toiichnig  the  contiiiiiance  in  office  of  the  Act- 
ing Assistant  Provost  Marshal  General  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  Western  district  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
gather  with  any  suggestion  be  may  deem  advisable  on 
the  subject." 


} 
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I  am  iafortned  Ihat  the  Ai'ting  AssistaDt  ProFOBt 
Maiehat  Geneial  for  tin?  Weatfiu  district  of  Pennsyl- 
vania has  boen  relieved  from  duty  by  the  Nationat  aiv 
thorititB,  and  presuiiit*,  tlierefore,  that  tlie  reasona  for 
the  call  of  the  Kenale  for  tlie  correspondence  on  the 
Etubjeet  have  ceased  to  exiiit. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoiiifj  "An  Act  Authorizing  the 
Construction  of  a  Pier  or  W'liarf  in  the  Kiver  Dela- 
ware." 

Executive  Chamber, 
HatTi»bure,  Pa.,  March  7, 1865. 
Gentlemen: — 

I   RETURN  TO  THE  SENATE.  IN  WHICH  IT  OBIO- 
iniif'd.  hill,  ciititlcrl  ".\ii  Ari  aiithoriKing  the  con- 
si  rn.iioii  of  a  iii.T  or  ^vharf  intlic  river  IMawarfV 
Willi  my  ol.jivtioiis  loilx-sdnu'. 

it  ;t|>[><'ars  tlj:it  lliv  l{<-ii<lin^  r;iilni;iil  ri>m|):iny  and 
.Mr.  Isaac  .Morris  rrsi.c.lh-,.|y  <nvii  hind  ..ii  the  rivtT. 
Delaware.  Tlics,-  pr.i|ieriies  arc  noi  adj.)iiiinj;:  tlu-n- 
is  a  narrow  strip  of  lajid  t><-lw<-en  Ihrni.  Tlie  whiirf 
line,  at  a  point  l.elweeii  lliese  I  wii  properties,  loiins 
an  em.'iiii;;  aii;:le,  si.  Ili;il  il'  wiiaties  ]ier|ieiidiiiilar  to 
the  wliarf  line,  lie  e.vlen.h-d  to  it  on  ea.h  of  the  prop- 
erities.  lli.'V  will  nearly  forto  a  Irianuh-.  leaviiin  at 
the  apex  a  very  small  opeiiinjr.  Tiider  tlu-se  cirnnii- 
staiiees  Imlh  parlies  api.lied  to  llie  li.iard  of  Wardens 
for  a  liiense  to  extend  llieir  wharves  tn  llie  ivJiarf 
line;  license  was  ^ranleil  l<>  Mr.  Morris  and  refused 
to  the  Keadin;;  railroad  company.  The  eompaay  ap- 
pealed from  the  refusal  of  a  license  to  theni.  and  tliat 
apiical  is  still  pf^-ndin;;.     The  law  ^'ave  Ih.'in  no  appeal 
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from  the  deciaion  of  the  board  on  the  application  of 
Mr.  Morris.  The  present  bill  proposes  to  give  the 
Beading  railroad  company  the  right  to  erect  the  wharf, 
as  proposed  by  them,  thus  summarily  deciding  the  ap- 
peal in  their  favor  by  a  legislative  act,  and  wresting 
the  case  (involving,  as  it  does,,  important  private  in- 
terests) from  the  court  of  justice  in  which  it  is  actu- 
ally pending.  I  think  this  would  he  a  dangerous  and 
unjust  course  of  proceeding,  and  therefore  I  cannot 
approve  this  bill. 

At  the  same  time,  it  appears  to  be  a  defect  in  the 
existing  law,  that  no  appeal  is  allowed  when  a  license 
has  been  granted  by  the  board.  I  think  that  the 
Heading  railroad  company  should  he  allowed  to  appeal 
from  the  grant  of  the  license  to  Mr.  Morris  in  this 
case,  and  that  parties  similarly  situated  should  have 
the  right  of  appeal  from  the  grant  of  a  license  to 
owners  of  property  in  their  vicinity.  I  recommend, 
therefore,  the  passage  of  a  bill  giving  the  right  of 
appeal  in  such  cases,  and  extending  that  right  to  the 
ease  of  all  licenscB  heretofore  granted  by  the  Board 
of  Wardens,  under  which  the  wharf  license  has  not 
been  conferred,  thus  covering  the  case  of  Mr,  Morris, 
who,  I  understand,  litis  not  yet  extended  his  wharf. 
This  right  of  appeal  should  he  given  to  any  owner  of 
property  in  the  vicinity  of  the  proposed  wharf,  who 
may  conceive  that  his  interests  are  affected  by  the 
grant  of  (he  license  appealed  ftom.  For  these  reasons 
I  have  withheld  my  signature  from  this  bill. 

A.  G.  CUBTIN. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  for  the  Relief  of 
the  Philadelphia  and  Trenton  Railroad  Company." 

Esecutive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  March  10,  I860. 
Gentlemen: — 

IRETUKN  TO  THE  SENATE.  IN  WHICH  IT  ORI«- 
inated.  bill,  enfitlt'd  "An  Act  foi-  the  relief  of  the 
Philadelphia  and  Trenton  railroad  company,"  with 
my  objectione  to  the  same. 

By  the  act  of  21at  of  April.  1838,  (P.  L.  419,)  all  tax- 
able corporations  are  reqnired  to  report  to  tlie  Auditor 
Cfeneral,  annually,  in  the  month  of  November,  etating 
apeciflcally  the  amount  of  capital  paid  in.  and  the  date, 
amount  and  rate  per  centum  of  each  and  every  dividend 
declared  by  them  during  the  year,  ending  on  the  first 
Monday  of  said  month. 

The  second  section  provides  that  if  such  report  be 
neglected  to  be  made,  on  or  before  the  Slst  of  De- 
cember, the  accountant  officers  shall  add  ten  ^vr  cent. 
to  the  tax  of  any  corjioiatjoii  so  in  default:  and  further, 
that  if  any  such  corporal  ion  shall  fail  to  make  such 
report,  during  the  moutlis  of  November  and  necemher. 
for  three  successive  years,  the  ,\iiditor  Oeneral  shall 
report  (lie  facf  to  the  (iovernor.  who  shall  thereupon, 
hy  proclamation,  declare  the  charier  of  such  corpora- 
tion forfeited. 

The  Philadelphia  and  Trenfou  railroad  company  re- 
port under  the  acts  for  the  years  18(50,  ISfil  and  18fi2. 
until  the  liith  of  May.  18(13.  On  the  l^d  of  June,  ISfiS, 
the  accountant  officers  settled  their  accounts  accord- 
nip;  to  law.  adding  the  ten  per  cent,,  and  the  amount 
was  paid  hy  the  company  to  the  Slate  Treasurer,  on 
the  1st  of  Alicnst.  1803. 

By  the  net  of  4th  April.  18.-.!l,  (V.  T,.  3ri8).  railroad 
corporations  are  required  to  make  an  annual  report 
to  the  Auditor  Cencral.  embracing  in  detail,  the  opera- 
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tion  and  affairs  of  the  corporation  daring  the  preced- 
ing year,  ap  to  and  iDcIuding  the  30th  October,  and 
sacb  other  informatioQ  as  the  Auditor  Qeneral  shall 
direct.  These  reports  are  to  be  filed  by  the  Auditor 
General,  and  copiea  transmitted  to  the  Legislatare. 
The  penalty  for  neglecting  to  make  them  is  fire  thoa- 
aand  dollars.  Under  this  last  mentioned  act  the  Phila- 
delphia and  Trenton  railroad  compaay  did  make  re- 
ports, "on  the  29th  November,  1860,  19th  November, 
1861,  and  2l8t  November,  1862.  It  will  be  allowed  that 
the  reports  made  ander  the  act  of  1859,  do  not  form 
a  basis  of  taxation  at  all,  and  also,  that  if  the  Auditor 
General  had  performed  his  duty  vigoronaly,  the  charter 
of  the  Philadelphia  and  Trenton  railroad  company 
would  have  been  declared  forfeited,  by  proclamation, 
in  January,  1863.  He  was  content  with  simply  adding 
the  ten  per  cent,  to  the  sum,  according  to  law,  and  the 
company  paid  it,  and  availed  tbemselves  of  his  lenity 
for  the  continuance  of  their  charter. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  allegation  in  the 
present  bill,  that  the  company  had,  in  point  of  fact, 
made  such  report  of  dividends,  is  substantially  untrue. 
They  made  no  such  report  of  dividends  until  the  15th 
May,  1863.  The  reports  previously  made  were  under 
the  act  of  1859,  and  had  nothing  to  do  with  taxation. 
The  added  ten  per  cent.,  therefore,  was  not  charged 
or  paid  under  any  mistake  or  fact. 

It  has  been  found  not  easy  to  enforce  the  payment 
of  taxes  by  corporations,  as  a  reference  to  our  statute 
book  will  show.  To  encourage  any  of  them  in  neglect- 
ing their  duties  in  this  regard,  would  be  a  precedent 
which  would  probably  be  injurious  to  the  public  rev- 
enue. For  these  reasons  I  cannot  approve  this  bill, 
which,  in  effect,  proposes  to  refand  to  the  Philadelphia 
and  Trenton  railroad  company  the  amount  of  the  ten 
per  cent,  which  they  have  paid,  and  for  which,  by  law, 
they  were  clearly  liable.  A.  G.  CURTIN, 


t'ai>ers  of  the  (iovernors. 

To  ihe   Assembly   Transmitting   Proccedir 
Electoral  College. 

Ext'iutivc  t'liuiiibiT, 
UarriBburj:.  Maicli  10,  l«fi5. 
Ofintleiupn:^ — 

THE  ELECTORAL  COLLEGE  OF  I'ESSSYLVA- 
niii,  which  met  at  the  seat  uf  GovwnmeDt  of 
this  State,  on  the  7th  day  of  Deeemher,  A,  P. 
1864.  [lassod  a  resolution  that  the  Governor  be  re- 
quested (o  transmit  to  thin  Lenistature  a  oopy  of  the 
proeeedi iigs  of  the  said  College,  and  arrompanyinu 
dofumeuts,  with  the  view  of  having  (he  same  entered 
npoD  the  Journals  thereof. 

In  accordance  with  the  said  re()ne8t,  T  herewith 
transmit  to  the  General  Assembly  the  said  fopy  of  pro- 
ceedinjis  mid  accoiii[ijinyinii  tJnniineiilH, 

A.  G.  CUKTIX. 


Tn  tlic  Senate  XomiiirLtiiig  Tni-^tees  of  the  Pemisvl- 
v;mi;i  Slalo  l.iiiKnii.-  Il<-si,iial. 


Ii;l< 


i-rulivi-  riminbcr 
u-l.  M;ll-.lL  I'l.  1> 


Sena 


I    DO   IIKHKIIV    XO.MINATi;.    Tni;   THE   AnVK'E 
anil  .'iiiiKi'iil  nf  IlK'  Sniiiti'.  in  loiiruniiity  willi  Ihe 

rri|iMn-aii-nls  nf  liir  liltli  s.'iii i\  the  act  .if  As- 

scMilily,  of  Ihe  Ulli  of  Ajiril,  A,  l>.  IS4:.,  rHtahlish-n-; 
■An  asyliiiti  (nv  the  iiisiinc  .,(  ihis  i -niuninuwcalih.  -las. 
.1.  Itan'hiy.  I-:s.|..  nf  llie  .'ity  nf  l>hilaih'l|>lii:i.  John  L. 
Atlee,  M.  U..  uf  ihc  .■ily  uf  I.an.asl.T.  ami  l>ani.-l  \V. 
(iloss,  Esii.,  of  (he  lily  or  Ilanishiirs:.  tn  be  Inisl.-es 
of  tile  I'eiiiisylvania  Slali-  Liinalii-  hns]iital.  f.ir  Ihrer 
veais.  lo  h.'  i«in|>iii.-.l  Innn  (In-  7lh  .lav  ,.f  Ffbniarv 
la=<(  past. 

A.  G.  CIHTIX. 
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Proclamation  of  Rejoicing  upon  the  Occasion  of  the 
Fall  of  Richmond. 
Pennsylvania,  sb. 
(Signed.)     A.  G.  Curtin. 

IN    THE    SAME   AND   BY 
the  authority  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  PenoBjlTa- 
[lia.     ANDREW  G.  CURTIN, 
'  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 
The  last  centie  of  Treason  has 
^  fallen.  Riohuiond  is  ours — onr  armies 
i<-Qteied  it  amid  the  cheers  and  general 
Hjo.v  of  its  rescued  inhabitants  so  long 
und  under  the  heel  of  usurping  op- 
jiressoi's.  The  heaten  rebel  host  is 
fleeing,  hotly  pursued  by  our  victorious  cohorts,  to  be 
soon  vaptured  or  dispensed. 

I,et  us  give  Glory  to  the  Lord  who  hath  given  as 
the  victory. 
The  Republic  is  saved. 

Again  let  us  say  Glory  to  (he  Lord  who  hath  inspired 
onr  heroic  people,  that  during  four  weary  years,  tho' 
often  bafHed.  defeated  and  disheartened,  they  have 
persiated  Ktendily  in  (he  great  cause,  and  have  ponred 
out  their  blood  and  treasure  like  water  for  the  salva- 
tion of  the  Country. 

The  names  of  our  leaders  and  their  companions 
on  the  laud  and  water,  stand  on  imperishable  rolls  of 
honor,  and  to  the  last  hour  of  time  will  be  held  in 
grateful  remembrance, 

I  call  on  the  jxiople  of  (he  Commonwealth  to  as- 
semble in  their  places  of  worship  on  Sunday  next  and 
render  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  all  his  mCTcles, 
and  especially  for  that  he  hath  been  graciously  pleased 
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to  look  favorably  on  U8,  and  make  us  the  InstnimeDts 
to  establieh  the  Right, — to  vindicate  the  principles  of 
Free  Governmeut, — and  to  prove  the  certainty  of  Di- 
vine Justice. 

tiiven  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 

State,  at  Harrisburg,  this  fourth  day  of  April,  in  the 

year  of    oor  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

Bixty-flve,  and  of  the  Commonwealtb  the  eigbtyniuth. 

By  the  Governor: 

Eli  safer, 

Secretary  of  the  Coramon wealth. 


Proclamation  Recommending  the  Suspension  of  Busi- 
ness and  the  Payment  of  all  Marks  of  Respect  in 
Connection  with  the  Passage  Through  the  State 
of  the  Remains  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 


Pennsylvania 

.  sa. 

(Signed.)     A. 

G.Curtin. 

T  N    TUK    NAME    .VND    BY 

,s^^ 

f^g'       i      111.- iiti(ti.)i-i(y  of  the  Coni- 

'^IgP^ 

«j^^           ru.Jinvpjiltli  of  Pennsyiva- 

^flHBi 

ll^^oi;).      AXnUKW  G.  CURTIX, 

^mtBl^ns 

^B^'iidvrnuii-  of  tiie  said  Comraon- 

wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

j^^g»^ 

The   reinaiiia   of  the   murdered   pa- 

j^bkSe^ 

Iriof.  AbnihiiiM  l,in<'i.ln.  President  of 

^■H^^^Jji 

klhe  T'riiled  i^tatcs.  will  arrive  in  the 

^^^^^^3g 

|?J(n(e  on  Friday  evening  next  on  their 

^BBBHMy 

way  to  the  plaee  of  intiTnient  in  Illi- 

^■ll^lljBy 

noiB.     Tliey  will  come  from  Baltimore 

(o  HarrislMii-f;- 

-tbeiiee  will,  on  Salnnbiy.  be  ronveyed 

to  Philadelpbiii 

1,  and  tlienre.  on  Monday  morning,  to 
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Sew  York.  I  ahall  meet  them  at  tbe  State  lioe,  and 
take  charge  of  them  while  in  the  Commonwealth.  I 
recommend  that  all  busineBS  be  suspended  during 
their  passage  through  the  State,  and  that  the  local  an- 
thorittes  and  people  everywhere,  join  the  State  au- 
thorities beartiij'  in  paying  honor  to  the  memory  of 
the  martyred  statesman,  who  has  fallen  a  victim  to 
the  savage  treason  of  assassins. 
By  the  Governor. 
Eli  Slifer, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Apnl  19, 1865. 


Proclamation  of  a  Reward  of  Ten  Thousand  Dollars 
for  tlie  Capture,  within  the  Commonwealth,  of  J. 
Wilkes  Booth,  the  Assassin  of  President  Abraham 
Lincoln. 

Pennsylvania,  ss. 
(Signed.)     A.  G.  Curtin. 

\    THE    NAME   AND   BY 
the  authority  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Penosylva- 
.     ANDREW  G.  CURTIN, 
Governor  of  tbe  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas,    It    is    rumored    that    J. 
L  Wilk^a  Booth,  the  assassin  of  Preal- 
i'ient  Lincoln,  has,  within  a  day  or  two, 
I  leen  seen  in  Pennsylvania: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  ANDREW  G. 
CURTIN,  Governor  as  aforesaid,  do 
offer  a  reward  of  ten  thonsand  dollars,  to  be  paid  to 
the  person  or  persons  who  shall  capture  him,  said 
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liootli,  wilbia  tbis  Coiiiuioawealth,  so  thai  he  may  be 
bruiigbt  to  justice;  suid  reward  to  be  paid  immediatel,v 
after  the  Qeceeearj-  appropriation  shall  have  beeu  made 
by  the  Legislature. 

Given  uQder  my  baud  and  the  great  seal  of  the  State 

at   HarriBbwrg.   this   tweutieth   Any  of  April,  ia  the 

year  of  our   Lor<I  one  tbuiiaaiid  eight   hundred  aud 

BJity-five,  and  of  the  Commouwealth  the  eighty -ninth. 

liy  the  Governor. 

Eli  Slifer, 

Secretary  of  the  CLimmon wealth. 


Proclamation  ot  a  Day  of  Humiliation  and  Mourn- 
ing for  the  Death  of  the  Late  President  Abraham 
Lincoln. 

Pennsylvania,  sa. 
(Sijtncd.)     A.  G.<-urtili. 

N    TIN':    NAMK    AXU    ]IY 

the  jmilini'ily  of  the  Com- 

iiK.uw.-allh  of   I'ciiiisylva- 

i;L.     AMUiKW  (i.  riKTIN, 

'Mvi'i'iior  .if  lli,'s:ild  Coimiion- 


A  FK0C).AJIAT10.\. 

Uhcica.i  Hu-  ricsidi-nl  of  the 
I  iiitcd  States  Iiuk  by  liiw  iinirlainatioii 
li.xi'd  Ibi'  'J'liii  day  of  Jlay  next  as  a 
ilay  of  liiLJiiiliatidi)  and  uiiiurning  for 


L    llV 


.it  r 


fil    l'rcsi<l.-iil    Al.i-aiiam    Uui'oln 

isrlvcs    lirloiv    Alllli^'lltV    Co.l    III 

i-ciiifiit   limy  1)1-  saiictitie,!  to  the 
lost  III  anil  iiii'i't  lliai  naid  Trocla- 
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mation  harmonizing  as  it  does  with  all  our  feeliogB 
and  sympatbieB  shoald  be  everywhere  reepectfally 
obeyed. 

Now  therefore,  I  Andrew  U.  Cortin,  Oovemor  of  the 
eaid  Commonwealth,  Do  issae  this  my  [Mvclamatioo 
earnestly  recommending  the  people  of  this  Commoo- 
wealth  to  set  apart  Thursday  the  25tb  day  of  May 
next  as  a  day  of  humiliation  and  mourniug  and  in 
conformity  with  the  President's  proclamation  then  to 
assemble  in  their  respective  places  of  worship  there 
to  unite  in  solemn  service  to  Almighty  God  in  memory 
of  the  good  man  who  has  been  removed,  so  that  all 
shall  be  occupied  at  the  same  time  io  contemplation 
of  his  virtues  and  in  sorrow  for  his  sadden  aud  violent 
end. 

(liven  under  my  Hand  and  the  Oreat  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg,  this  twenty  sixth  day  of  April 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoasand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-flve  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  eighty- 
ninth. 

By  the  Governor: 
Eli  Slifer, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Proclamation  of  a  Day  of  Humiliation  and  Mourning 
on  Account  of  the  Assassination  of  President  Abra- 
ham Lincoln. 

Pennsylvania,  bs. 
(Signed.)    A.  G.  Curtin. 

s'    THE   NAME   AND   BY 
the  authority  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylva- 
.     ANDREW  G.  CURTIN, 
''(iovi^rnor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

«— Vol.  Vm— 4th  Ser. 
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A  PROCLAMATION. 
\\  bereus,  The  President  of  the 
L'uited  states  has,  b;  bis  proclama- 
lu,  GxL'i  tlie  Ist  day  of  June  next  as 
9a  day  of  humiliation  and  mouruiag 
['  Ltie  d<.'ath,  by  abaaBsinatiou,  of  uur 
late  beloved  I'lesident,  Abraham  Liii- 
^uln,  aud  for  humbliiig  ourselves  be- 
fui'L-  Aliuij-Ltj'  God,  in  order  that  the  bereavemeDt  may 
be  sail (,ti lied  to  the  uatioD. 

Aud  wbeieaa,  It  is  most  tit  and  meet  that  said  proc- 
lamatiou,  hariiiouiziiig  as  it  does  with  all  our  feeliogs 
and  Bjmpatbies,  should  be  everywhere  respectfully 
obeyed : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  ANDREW  G.  CURTIN,  Goveroor 
of  the  said  Cummuuwealth,  do  issue  this,  my  procla- 
mation, earnestly  recommeudiug  the  people  of  this 
ComuioBwealth  to  set  apart  THURSDAY,  the  first  day 
of  June  next,  as  a  day  of  humiliation  and  moarmag, 
and  in  I'dnforiiiity  with  the  President's  proclamation, 
then  the  asfsi'Uible  in  their  respective  places  of  wor- 
ship, there  to  unite  in  solemn  servii-e  to  Almighty  God, 
in  memory  of  the  good  man  who  has  been  removed; 
so  thai  all  shall  be  occupied  at  the  same  time  in  con- 
lemplati<jn  of  liis  viitues  in  sorrow  for  his  sudden  and 
violent  end. 

Given   under   my   hand   and    the  Cicat   Seal   of  the 
Stale,  at  Harrisbnrg,  this  fouith  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  of  onr  Lord  one  lliniiKaiid  eifjlit  huudred  and  siity- 
five,  aud  of  the  ('omnionvveallli  the  eighty-ninth. 
By  the  Governor. 
EliSlifer, 

S<'cretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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Congratulatory  Address  to  the  People  of  this  Com- 
monwealth upon  the  Close  of  the  War  of  the  Re- 
bellion. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  June  10,  1865. 
To  the  People  of  PenDaylvania: 

THE  BLOODY  STRUGGLE  OF  FOUR  YEARS  IS 
ended.  The  supremacy  of  law  and  right  is  re- 
established. The  foulest  treason  recorded  in 
history  baa  been  beaten  to  the  earth.  Our  country  is 
saved. 

These  blesstngs  we  owe,  under  God,  to  the  uneqaaled 
heroism,  civic  and  military,  of  the  people.  In  the 
darkest  boars,  noder  the  heaviest  discouragements, 
falter  who  would,  they  never  faltered. 

They  have  been  inspired  with  the  determination  to 
maintain  the  free  Government  of  our  fathers,  the  con- 
tinued union  of  our  whole  country,  and  the  grand  Re- 
publican principles  which  it  is  their  pride  and  duty 
to  defend  for  the  sake  not  only  of  themselves  but  of 
the  human  race. 

I  glory  io  saying  that  the  people  of  Pennsylvania 
have  been  among  the  foremost  in  the  career  of  honw. 
Their  hearts  have  been  in  the  contest;  their  means  and 
their  blood  have  been  poured  out  like  water  to  main- 
tain it. 

The  remnants  of  the  heroic  bands  that  left  her  soil 
to  rescue  their  country,  are  now  returning,  having  hon- 
orably fulfilled  their  service.  They  have  left  tens  of 
thousands  of  their  brothers  on  many  a  bloody  field. — 
Their  memories  will  be  preserved  on  our  rolls  of  honor. 
For  their  widows  and  families  a  grateful  country  will 
suitably  provide. 

Let  the  survivors  who  are  now  returning  to  us  have 
such  welcome  as  befits  a  brave  and  patriotic  people 
to  give  to  the  gallant  men  who  have  saved  the  country 
and  shed  new  lustre  on  Pennsylvania. 
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1  recouimeud  that  in  every  part  of  the  State,  on  tiie 
apju'oachiug  anniversary  of  Independence.  Hpeeial  ob- 
Berpaneee  be  had  o(  welcome  to  our  returned  defendere, 
and  of  eom  memo  ration  of  the  beroie  deeds  of  tbem- 
Hi'lres  and  their  comrades  who  have  fallen. 

ANDREW  (J.  OUKTIN. 
(.iovcruor  of  IVDiisjIvania. 


Proclamation  01  the  Cancellation  of  Seven  Hundred 
and  Forty-Five  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and 
Eleven  Dollars  of  the  Principal  Debt  of  the  Com- 
monwealth Through  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Siukine;  Fund. 
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flfty-nine  and  on  tin-  eame  day  aDtiiially  thereafter  to 
report  aud  certify  to  tlie  Governor  the  amount  re- 
ceived ander  the  said  act,  the  atununt  of  interest  paid 
and  tlie  amount  nf  the  debt  of  the  Commonwealth 
redeemed  and  lield  by  them.  Whei-eupon  the  Gov- 
ernor shall  direct  the  Certificate  representing  the  same 
to  be  cancelled  and  on  such  cancellation  iasue  his  proc- 
lamation stating  tlie  facts  and  the  extinguishment 
and  final  discharge  of  so  much  of  the  principal  of  said 
debt. 

And  whereaf  EH  Slifer,  Isaac  HIeuker,  and  William 
H.  Kenibie,  CommiM«ionerH  of  tlie  Sinking  Fund,  in 
obedience  to  the  reijuireiiients  of  law  report  and  cer- 
tify to  me  that  tlie  debt  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  fcde<Miied  and  held  by  them  from  the 
Fifth  day  of  fieiiteniluT  -V.  1).  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dit'd  and  sixty-four,  to  the  Fourth  day  of  September, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-five,  amountB 
to  the  sum  of  Seven  Hundred  and  Forty-five  Thousand 
Eight  Hnudicd  and  Eleven  Dollars  and  Twenty-six 
Cents,  made  up  as  follows,  viz: 
Five  per  cent,  loan  of  the  Common- 
wealth,            1436,824  62 

Coupon  loan 230,000  00 

War   loan 76,400  00 

Interest  certificates  redeemed, 2,008  84 

Domestic  creditors .^78  00 

$745,811  26 

Now  therefore  as  required  by  the  Tliird  Section  of 
the  Act  of  Assembly  Hmt  above  mentioned.  I  do  here- 
by issue  this  my  Proclamation  declaring  the  payment, 
cancL'llation,  extinguishment  and  final  discharge  of 
Seven  hundred  and  forty-five  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eleven  dollars  and  twenty-six  rents  of  the  princi- 
pal debt  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Given  undei-  my  Hand  and  tbe  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  IlarriBbai-K.  this  Sixtli  day  of  September,  in 
the  year  of  our  Loi>l  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eixty-flve  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  ninetieth. 
By  tbe  Governor. 
.     KU  Slifer, 

Secretary  of  tbe  Commonwealth. 


Proclamation  of  the  Election   of  Daniel   Agnew  as 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Pennsylvania,  ss, 
(Signed.)     A.  G.  Curtin. 

^    THE   NAME    AND    BY 
the  anlbority  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylva- 
I.     ANDREW  G.  CURTIN. 
'  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 


al  disti-icis, 


A  PROCr^MATION. 
\\'hcreas,  In  and  by  an  art  of  the 
General  Asaeral)ly  of  this  Common- 
wealth passed  the  Fiftwntli  day  of 
Ajtril,  A.  D.  ISm.  entitled  "An  Act  to 
provide  for  the  I'leclion  of  Judges  of 
the  sf'Toral  Courts  of  I  his  Common- 
wealth and  to  rej^iilati'  ctTtain  judi- 
it  is  enacted  and  provided  as  follows. 


"Section  !l.  That  im  the  first  Tuesday  in  November 
next  following  any  (?loc(ion  aulluiriKed  liy  this  art  the 
Secretary  of  the  Coiinnonweallh  shall  in  the  Hall  of 
the  House  of  Rcpresenlativcs  in  the  presence  of  the 
Governor  and  such  other  ritinens  of  this  Common- 
wealth as  may  choose  to  attend  cause  the  returns 
luiule  to  him  under  ILe  provisions  hereof  to  be  opened 
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and  the  rotes  cast  for  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
to  be  accurately  computed,  and  the  Governor  shall 
forthwith  issue  his  ProolamatioD  declaring  so  many 
of  the  persons  voti^d  for  for  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  as  shall  be  i-cquired  to  be  elected  by  this  act, 
and  who  have  received  the  highest  number  of  votes  to 
be  duly  elected," 

And  whereas,  The  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
did  at  the  time  and  place  and  in  the  manner  provided 
by  the  act  aforesaid,  cause  the  returns  of  the  election 
made  to  him  to  be  opened  and  the  votes  cast  for 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  be  accurately  com- 
puted; 

Now  therefore,  in  obedience  to  the  requirements  of 
the  above  recited  Kliith  Section  of  the  Act  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  aforewaid,  I  do  hereby  issue  this  Procla- 
mation publishing  .tnd  declaring  that  of  the  persons 
voted  for  for  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this 
Commonwealth  at  the  late  General  Election  held  on 
the  Second  Tuesday  of  October  last  Daniel  Agnew, 
having  received  the  (greatest  number  of  votes,  has  been 
duly  elected  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  fifteen 
years  from  the  first  Monday  of  December  next. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg,  this  Sixth  day  of  November,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-three,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  eighty- 
eighth. 

By  the  Governor. 
Eli  Slifer, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Papers  of  tlie  Governprs. 
Proclamation  of  a  Day  of  Thanksgiving. 

Pemis.vlvania,  se. 
Itiigiied.)     A.  (!.  Ciii'tiQ. 

I  N  THE  SlAME  AND  BY  THE  AU- 
[      thority  of  tli*^  t.'omiiionw«i.ltli  i 
I'fLiisylviiuia.        AXDKEW      (!. 
I  L'UKTIX.  <iov»'i-u<ji-  .,{  till-  siiid  <;om- 
uiiinweiiltli. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

With  feelin;;B  of  the  most  profound  gratitude  to 
Almighty  God,  I  invite  the  good  people  of  the  Com- 
monweiiltli  to  meet  ia  their  plaires  of  public  woi-ship 
ou  Thursday,  the  seventh  day  of  December  nest,  and 
raise  thL-ir  heai'ts  and  voices  in  praise  and  thankHgiv- 
iug  lo  Him,  not  only  for  the  manifold  ordinary  bless- 
ings, which  during  tlie  past  year,  He  has  continued  to 
heap  apou  us,  for  abundant  and  gathered  harvests, 
for  general  health,  for  domestic  good  order  and  gov- 
t-rnmcnl,  but  ;ilso.  iimsl  fX|)i'fSsly  and  fervently  fur 
His  unei|Uiilli-d  fjo'.cliiess  in  Jiaviug  >"'  sti-eiititheiH-il 
and  guided  oui'  pcupli',  during  tlii'  last  foui'  yi-ars,  (hat 
they  liavf  been  cnabli-d  to  iTush  \n  carili  the  late 
«-i(l;cd  n-lK-lli.ni  md  tu  .-xl-'niiinali-  Die  system  of 
Iiuin;in  slaveiy  wbi^li  rausinl  il. 

As  wi-  wresll.-d  in  |>rayi-r  «Jlh  Miui  i[i  lliediiik  tini.- 
f.f  our  tn.iible— wh.^u  our  bn.tljiTs  ami  sims  were  slalv 
ing  life  and  liuib  fi.r  us  on  many  a  bloodv  tield.  or  suf- 
ferin^r  by  tordire  and  l':imiue  in  llie  Nells  of  Ander 
sonville  or  Ihc  I.ibby--w>.  now.  wh.-ii  our  supi.lica- 
tionH  have   been   so   marveloiisl v   and   gr'aiinuslv   an- 


■ojih-  whom  lb'  batli  so  lieliKHl  and 
rtorn  and  nial  Haled  uu^n  whom  He 
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hath  spared  to  return  to  your  dear  homea — let  us 
throng  the  gates  of  Uia  temple — let  us  throw  ourselves 
on  the  knees  of  our  hearts  with  awful  joy  at  the  foot 
of  His  throue,  and  render  aloud  our  praise  and  thanks- 
giriug  to  Him  because  He  hath  made  the  Bight  to  pre- 
vail— because  He  hath  given  us  the  victory — becanse 
He  hath  cleansed  lur  land  from  the  stain  of  human 
slavery — and  because  He  hath  graciously  shewn  forth 
in  the  eyes  of  all  men,  the  great  truth  that  no  govern- 
ment is  so  strong  ja  i-  Republic,  controlled  under  His 
guidance,  b;  an  educated,  moral  and  religious  people. 
Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Keal  of  the 
State  at  Hanisburg,  this  seventh  day  of  November, 
Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
five,  and  of  the  (.'ommonwealth  the  ninetieth. 
By'the  Governor. 
Eli  Slifer, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  the  Governcr's  Con- 
templated Absence  from  the  Seat  of  Government. 
Gentlemen: 

THE  TOILS  AND  ANXIETIES  OF  THE  I^AST 
four  years  have,  from  time  to  time,  brought  on 
me  severe  attsicks  of  disease.  From  the  most  se- 
vere of  these,  1  am  ;ii>w  slowly  struggling  towards  rt~ 
covery.  I  find  that  to  give  my  constitution  an  op- 
portunity to  ('(mtinuc  this  struggle,  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  I  should,  without  delay,  make  a  short 
sea  voyage  and  sojourn  in  a  milder  climate.  Under 
the  pressure  of  thin  necessity,  I  go  to  the  Island  of 
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Cuba.  It  is  luj  liope  and  intention  to  return'^ 
seaiioti,  to  wflcomL*  yo\i  on  your  arrival  at  the  Seat 
of  UovtrDiiieDt.  Hut  if  it  should  he  found  indispen- 
Bable,  that  my  visit  to  Cuba  should  be  prolonged  to 
the  early  part  of  February,  this  message  will  serre  to 
lay  before  you  the  (ause  of  my  absence  at  the  com- 
inencement  of  your  session.  In  this  ca«e,  I  feel  sure 
that  you  will  adopt  such  eour.^e  as  ehall  consist  with 
your  wisdom  and  with  the  altectionate  consideration 
which  1  have  always  received  at  your  bands. 

It  would,  however,  not  become  me  to  fotget  that  the 
issues  of  life  are  in  the  bauds  of  the  One  above  all,  and 
that  many  have  found  death  waiting  for  them  on  the 
foreign  shore,  to  which  they  had  been  sent  in  searcli 
of  health.  Should  isueh  be  my  fate,  I  shall  draw  my 
last  breath  with  a  Hense  of  the  deepest  gi-atitnde  to 
the  people  of  the  Commonwealth  and  their  Representa- 
tives, for  the  cheerful,  manly,  imfailing  support  which 
they  have  given  during  the  last  four  years,  to  the  great 
causp  of  the  right,  and  to  nip  in  my  elforts  to  maintain 
it,  and  with  a  prayer  of  (hankfuhicss  to  Almighty  (iod, 
that  He  strfiigthem'il  me  till  the  cml  ..f  the  cruel  re- 
belliun,  and  lliought  me  wortliy  to  be  pcnnilted  to 
fOtitiiiui-  to  that  time  as  <Miief  Magip-trate  of  the  people 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Authorizing  the 
Delaware  Division  Canal  Company  of  Pennsylva- 
nia to  Increase  Their  Tolls." 

EzecutiTe  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  November  27, 1865. 
Qentlemen : — 

I    HEREWITH   RETURN   TO   THE    SENATE,   IN 
which  it  originated,  bill,  No.  52,  entitled  "An  Act 
authorizing  the  Delaware  Division  canal  company 
of  Pennaylvania  to  increase  their  tolls,"  vrith  my  ob- 
jections to  the  same. 

At  the  time  of  the  sale  of  the  State'  canals,  in  the 
year  18.58,  they  were  tinished  works,  and  had  been  in 
actuiil  operation  for  many  years;  the  character  of  their 
structure,  the  expense  of  maiutaining  and  keeping 
them  in  repairs,  the  amount  of  the  trade  upon  them — 
every  circumstance  necessary  to  the  ascertainment  of 
what  price  a  purchaser  could  safely  afford  to  give, 
was  capable  of  being  fully  known.  In  the  act  of  21st 
April,  1858,  which  authorized  the  sale  of  those  canals, 
a  clause  was  inserted,  expressly  providing  that  the 
tolls  thereon  should  not  exceed  the  rates  fixed  by  the 
toll-sheet,  published  by  the  Canal  Commissioners  for 
the  year  1856.  The  present  company  bought  this  wort 
under  the  act  of  1858,  subject  to  the  restrictions  in 
regard  to  tolls  above  referred  to,  which  no  doubt  dimin- 
ished the  price.  Notwithstanding  any  plausible  rea- 
sons that  may  be  given  for  getting  away  from  the  bar- 
gain, 1  am  for  holding  all  the  purchasers  of  the  State 
Canals  strictly  to  the  terms  of  their  contracts.  If 
the  terms  were  altered  for  the  benefit  of  the  company 
there  would  be  no  good  reasons  for  refusing  the  same 
advantage  to  the  others.  It  is  true  now,  (it  was  equally 
true  at  the  time  of  the  purchase  of  the  canals  from  this 
S^ate.)  that  all  these  canals  And  their  outlets  respect- 
ively to  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  or  of  New  York, 
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through  lauals  on  which  greater  tolls  oan  be  charged 
than  these  cumpaDics  are  authorized  to  charge;  and 
it  may  also  be  true  that  the  whole  toll  od  (he  eutire 
route  is  limited  by  the  caiupetitiou  of  other  routes, 
su  that  iu  fact,  au  iiicreiiae  of  tolE  on  the  canal,  Id 
question,  might  not  increase  the  whole  tolls  on  the 
route,  but  merely  equalize  the  receipts  of  the  several 
companies  on  the  route.  If.  for  these  reasons,  the 
LegiHlature  tnhonld  think  fit  to  allow  the  purchasera 
of  the  Stale  canals  to  increase  their  tolls,  then  they 
ought  to  pay  the  Commonwealth  for  that  privilege. 

For  instance,  if  the  pi-opoued  increased  mte  of  tolls 
on  the  IH'lawaie  Division  caaat,  estimated  on  the  ton- 
aagf  of  last  year,  would  yield  an  additional 
of  80(1,0(10.  then  let  Ihe  company  pay  to  the  Common- 
wealth |1,(KHI,0(IO,  of  which  that  sum  would  be  the 
interest,  for  the  inivilege  of  so  increasing  their  tolls. 
The  profits  of  the  company,  on  this  arrangement, 
wonld  be  derived  from  the  regularly  increasing  ton- 
najre  c;iiiii-(l  on  the  route. 

P.. I-  (b.-s.-  rfils.ius  1  r;iiiu(.l  ;i|.|in.v.'  ih.-  bill. 

A.  C.  (TUTIX, 


T.-  Ihc  A^sciiihly  Vetoing  -'An  Acl  to  Autluiiize  tlic 
Courts  in  IK-ci-cc  -.m  Ihcrmsc  of  'i'olts.  ami  |-:xcr- 
cisc  ClKuu-cry  Juris.lictiuii  over  Turnpike  and 
V\:mk  R<i;l<1  Conii>anics  in  (.■criaiii  t,'<nimics  of  tills 
Conimniivu-^iHh," 

i:x.'iiilivf  Cliaiiiher, 
llanislnii-.  Xoi.-iiiln-r -JT.  IS)!.-. 
(icrill.-DK'Ti:-- 

Iiii:i;i:\viTii   i:i:tii:n  Tti  thi-:  sknatk,  in 
which  il  (.njriualcl,  hill.  No.  1  !7.  cnlitlr.l  '■.\n  .\.ct 
t'.  iiii1linii/e  111.'  ciiiiils  1,.  ilcrrcc  an  iiKreasc  of 
tolls,  and  .-x.-nisc  rhaurcry  JLirisdiclioii  over  liirnpike 
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and  plank  i-oad  fompaait>H  in  <'ertniD  counties  of  this 
Common  wealth,"  with  my  objections  to  the  same. 

This  bill  proposes,  among  other  fliin};s,  to  give  the 
courts  in  certain  counties  authority  to  increase  the 
tolls  on  tnrupike  and  plank  roads.  In  my  oinoion, 
such  authority  should  not  be  conferred  upon  the 
courts.  It  is  not  judicial  in  its  nature,  and  they  would 
not  be  bound  to  exercise  it.  Our  judiciary  is  now 
elective,  and  this  fact  affords  additional  reasons  for 
not  attempting  to  press  npon  the  courts  matters  which 
are  extra-judicial,  and  on  which  they  cannot  act  with' 
out  being  more  or  less  thrown  in  the  way  of  popular 
excitemert.    I  therefore  cannot  approve  this  bill. 

A.  G.  CUBTIN. 


To  the  .Assembly  Vetoing  "A  Supplement  to  an  Act 
Entitled  '-An  Act  Relating  to  Corporations  for  Man- 
factitring.  Mining  and  Quarrying  Purposes,  ap- 
proved July  18,  186,^,  .Authorizing  the  Sale  of  Real 
and  Personal  Estate,  the  Reduction  of  Capital 
Stock,  and  the  Dissolution  of  Corporations  Organ- 
ized Under  Said  Act." 

Executive  Chamber. 
Qiirrisburg.  November  27, 1865. 
(leutlenien: 

I  HEREWITH  KETIKN  TO  THE  HEXATE.  IN 
which  it  originiited,  bill  No.  ;tC6,  entitled  "A  snp- 
plement  to  an  act.  entitled  'An  Act  relating  to 
corporations  for  manufacturing,  mining  and  quarry- 
ing purposes,  ajiproved  July  IS,  1863.  authorizing  the 
sale  of  real  and  p'ri*(.nal  estate,  the  reduction  of  cap- 
ital stock,  and  the  iUs«»olution  of  corporations  organ- 
isced  under  said  act,"  with  my  objections  to  the  same. 
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This  bill  proposes  ro  give  new,  daDgefous  and  most 
unreasonable  provileges  to  the  litter  of  corporations 
set  Hp  undLT  the  aot  of  18th  July,  1SG3.  I  tliink  that 
act  ought  to  be  repealed,  and  shall  certainly  not  con- 
sent to  jrivi'  further  facilities  under  it  to  injure  our 
citizens.  Hy  the  piovieiona  of  this  bill,  companies 
formed  under  the  act  of  1863,  and  at  any  time  when 
they  found  it  convi^nient,  sell  all  their  real  and  per- 
sonal estate,  and  dissolve  themselves. 

The  bill  also  allocs  companic-s  to  be  incorporated 
to  carry  on  their  mining  or  other  operations,  in  whole 
or  part  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Commonwealth.  To 
confer  this  privilege,  would  be  to  eanction,  by  our  ex- 
ample, the  unworthy  system  from  which  we  are  suffer- 
ing eo  much.  In  parts  of  our  State  swarms  of  for- 
eign corporations  have  settled  down,  under  charters 
of  the  provisions  of  which  we  have  no  means  of  getting 
information.  They  cannot  be  reached  for  the  parpose 
of  taxation;  they  make  no  returns  to  the  Auditor  Gen- 
eral: in  many  cases,  they  directly  or  iudirci'tly  hold 
lands  atjiiinst  law;  in  fact  they  jire  a  source  of  jircat 
distiirliaiirn  and  I'lnhiirrassnient  lo  lln-  Conimouwealtli. 
Is  it  w.irlliy  of  Ihi-  (.'(inim<in\vi':i!tli,  with  such  exper- 
iences of  Uii'si-  evils,  to  Wiiiitoiily  aiilliorize  parties  to 
create  fijiniliir  disturtiaiices  in  our  sister  States?  In 
my  iipininii.  we  liavi.^  no  rit;lit  lo  pursue  such  a  course. 

For  Ihese  reasons  I  cannot  a|.pn>ve  (lie  l.ill. 

A.  (5.  CUKTIN. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "A  Supplement  to  an  Act 
Relating  to  the  Sale  and  Conveyance  of  Real  Es- 
tate." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  November  27, 1865. 
Gentlemen : 

IHEBEWITH   RETURN  TO  THE   SENATE,   IN 
which  it  originated,  bill  No.  402,  entitled  "A  aup- 
plement  to  an  act  relating  to  the  sale  and  convey- 
ance of  real  estate,  parsed  the  18th  of  April,  1853," 
with  my  objections  to  the  flame. 

In  my  opinion  the  act  of  l?a3,  to  which  this  bill  is 
a  supplement,  gave  many  more  facilities  to  destroy 
liens  on  and  ttUea  to  lea!  estate,  than  either  wisdom  or 
justice  warranted.  I  cannot  api)rove  of  extending 
those  facilities,  as  is  proposed  to  be  done  by  this  bill, 
especially  as  I  deem  ihat  it  confirms  past  sales — which 
are  thus  assumed  to  have  been  illegal — with  what  ef- 
fect upon  existing  liens  and  titles  it  is  not  difficult  to 

For  this  reason  J  have  withheld  my  signature  from 
the  bill. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Franklin  Gold  and  Silver  Mining  Company." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Ilarrisburg,  November  27, 1S65. 
Gentlemen : 

I    HEREWITH    RETURN   TO   THE   SENATE.   IN 
which  it  originiited.  bill  No.  484,  entitled  "An  act 
to  incorporate  IIk'  Franklin  Gold  and  Silver  min- 
ing company,*'  with  my  objections  to  the  same. 
The  bill  proposes  to  give  the  company  the  right  to 
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hold  lands  in  any  Ktiite  or  Territory  of  the  United 
Slatew,  without  any  limitation  a»  tu  the  quantity  of 
land  that  may  b(^  hfld,  aud  lontains  no  provisions  for 
a  liunus,  nor  for  the  liability  of  the  stockholders  for 
any  of  thf  debts  of  the-  company  proposed  to  be  inco»- 
porati-d. 

For  these  reasout^  1  cannot  approve  the  bill. 

A.  G.  CURTIS. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "A  Supplement  to  the  Act 
Incorporating   the    National   Oil    Company." 
Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisbnrg.  November  27,  1865. 

Gentlemen: 

IHEKKWITH  HETUKN  TO  THE  SENATE.  IN 
which  it  n(-i<;i!iittrd.  hill  Xo.  4SS.  ,-nlit|i-fl  "Kiij.iilf 
limit  lo  llic  ai-i  iiii-oriioiiitiri}:  tln'  National  oil 
(■oiii|iaiiy,  apiiMivcd  .\iij;us1  IS,  is(i4."  Tli.-  cnruluifiii 
tax  has  iin[  Ix'i-ii  |i:ii.|  im  I  he  ;ii-|  to  wlijrli  this  lull  is 
Klylcd  a  stippli'iiicTiT.  iiiid  tlial  in-l  is  liierefore  now  ex- 
tinct. If  this  wen-  otherwise,  I  .should  oliject  to  lliis 
bill,  hecans.-  it  exteii.ls  In  one  corporation  all  ihejinvi- 
Icfjes  of  anulhei-,  vvillioiil  siiecifyiut:  llieni,  I  thei'e- 
fore  have  witliliekl  my  si-iialiiie  from  ihis  hill. 

A.  <1.  (THTIX. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Repealing  Cer- 
tain Sections  of  an  Act  Approved  the '15th  Day  of 
May.  1850.  Entitled  'An  Act  to  Create  a  Sinking 
Fund,  and  to  Provide  for  the  Gradual  and  Certain 
Extinguishment  of  the  Debt  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  to  Authorize  a  Loan,  and  to  Fix  the 
License  Fee  of  Stock,  Exchange  and  Bill  Brok- 
ers.' " 

Executive  Cliamber, 
Harrisburp.  JJovember  27, 1865. 
Gentlemen : 

IHEREWITn  RETURN  TO  THE  SENATE,  IN 
which  it  originated,  bill  No.  4!)7,  entitled  "An  Act 
repealing  certain  sections  of  an  act  appioved  the 
loth  day  of  May,  lf*."fl.  entitled  'An  Act  to  create  a 
sinking  fund,  and  to  provide  for  the  gradual  and  cer- 
tain extinguiabment  cf  tlie  debt  of  the  Common  wealth, 
and  to  aiithorine  a  loan,  and  to  flx  the  license  fee  of 
stock,  exchange  and  bill  brokers,'  "  with  my  objections 
to  the  same. 

The  eections  proposed  to  be  repealed  impose  a  licenBe 
tax  upon  stock,  exchange  and  bill  brokers,  apportioned 
according  to  the  amount  of  their  respective  transac- 
tions. This  bill  projioses  to  repeal  that  system  and 
imposes  in  lieu  tlier^'of,  a  license  fee  of  fifty  dollars,  on 
each  broker,  whatever  may  be  the  amount  of  his  busi- 
ness. It  i»  plain  that  this  change  must  injure  the  reve- 
nue of  this  Commonwealth,  and  I  know  of  no  good  rea- 
son for  it. 

I  therefor  have  withheld  my  signature  from  this  bill. 
A.  G.  CURTIN. 


.  Vni-lth   Spr. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the   Crawford   Comity  Mining   Company." 

Exui'utive  CUamber, 
Harrisljiiry,  Xovembci"  27.  IStiS. 
(iratlemen : 

IHEKEWITH   RETUKN   TO  THE   SENATK.    IN 
which  it  origiaaled,  bill  No.  5(il.  entitled  "An  Act 
til  inioiponile  liie  Crawford  t'ounl.v  mining;  t 
Iiuny,"  with  my  obj.-'.tionB  to  the  Bniiie. 

Tliis  bill  contains  no  provieions  for  a  bouiia,  nor  for 
the  liability  of  the  stuck  holders,  for  any  debt«  of  the 
nipaur  proposed  to  be  incorporated. 
For  this  reason  1  ciiimot  approve  this  bill, 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 


To  the  Assembly  X'ctoinii  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  W'illianisport  and  I'rcscDti  Mininjj  Company  of 
Arizona." 

Kxculivc  Cliainbcr, 
Ilanisliur;;.  Nin-.-mbci-  liT.  isir,. 
Ccntlenicn; 

IllEltKWrni    l!KTrKN    T(l    TflK    SilNATK.    IN 
which  it  oiipnalcil.  liill  N,..  Kiril.  .■milled  -An  A.i 
III  incoi-|joi'ati'  liic  Williaiiis|i<>rt  and  IVescolt  inin 
iii(I  company  of  Ai'luoiia."  wilh  my  object  ions  to  l!:i- 
same. 

This  hill  piojjoscs  lo  [:ive  the  coniimuy  the  li^ht  lo 
hold  lauds  in  any  State  m-  T-nilorv  of  ilic  I'nitc.i 
Stat.'s.  wilhoiil  auv  I'niitatioii  as  lo  ilic  quantity  of 
land.  Of  dcsiirnaJioii  ol  the  |ioinis  ivlicce  such  lands 
niav  be  beld. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Sulphur  Springs  Mining  Company." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg.  November  27, 1865. 
(leutlemen : 

I    HEREWITH   RETURN   T()  THE   SENATE,   IN 
which  it  originali'd,  bill  No.  11^8.  entitled  "An  Act 
to  incorporated  I  he  Sulphur  Springs  mining  com- 
pany," with  my  objections  to  the  same. 

This  bill  does  not  limit  in  any  way  the  tjuantity  of 
land  that  may  be  held :  imposes  no  bonus  tax,  nor  any 
liability  of  the  atocliholders  for  any  debts  of  the  com- 
pany, proposed  to  Oh  incorporated. 
For  these  reasons  I  cannot  approve  this  bill. 

A.  G.  CUUTIN. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  .■\uthorizing  the 
North  Western  Pennsylvania  Petroleum  Company 
to  Acquire  and  Hold  Land  in  this  Common- 
wealth." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  November  27, 1865, 
Gentlemen : 

IHERE\\'ITH    Ki^lTURN   TO   THE   SENATE.   IN 
which  it  origiuafed,  bill  No.  12S0,  (Entitled  "An 
Act  to  auchorJKc  the  North- Western  Pennsylvania 
petroleum  company  to  acquire  and  hold  land  in  this 
Commonwealth,"  with  my  objections  to  the  same. 

This  bill  proposes  lo  give  to  a  New  York  corporation 
the  right  to  hold  two  thousand  at^res  of  land  in  this 
Commonwealth  ovt-r  and  abov  the  amount  now  an- 
thorixed  by  law.     I  am  not  aware  that  it  is  even  an- 
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thorized  bj  luw  to  Lutld  au^'  luod  in  I'eansjlvaoia,  and 
1  do  not  appiove  the  giving  tliem  snch  autliority. 

Wf?  have  iuo«t  fail,  just  and  libenil  gL-afral  laws, 
auttiurizing  the  creation  of  corporaticne  for  almost 
all  iiEf'fuI  purposoa.  including  those  for  which  from  ils 
title  this  fompauy  probably  obtained  its  charter  from 
New  York,  To  treat  our  lawn  with  contempt  and  set 
tip  corpora tiolis  to  Itold  lande  in  this  State  iiudt-r  char- 
ters obtained  flsewhfre,  and  of  the  nature  and  provH- 
aioiiA  of  whicli  we  h:ive  uu  lueaus  of  being  iufurmed,  in 
something  more  than  imlawfni.  II  has  been  and  is  too 
freipiently  attempted,  but  I  will  give  the  system  no 
fomitenauct!,  nor  omit  any  measure  in  my  [Miwer  to 
adctjuately  punish  those  who  may  persist  in  it. 

Fur  these  reasons  1  cannot  approve  the  bill. 

A.  G.  CIJBTIN. 


To    the    AssciiiMy    AnrKHiiidn-    the    lioven-i.r's    Re- 
turn t(i  the  fapilal, 

K\-.Tii(ivi.  riijiiiibi-r. 
lljimsl.iii;:,  .hiiiiKiiv  i;:t.  iscil. 
(l.-nlh'ineii: 

Iii.wi;  Tui':  iioxou  id  annoi  ni|';  s\\  kk 
turn   tn   llic  (':i|.iial.   aftr^r  a    rnuipi-rary  alisfine 

of  your  session,  and  -.-.m  r-^adv  fiii'thi'  iiansactioii  of  any 
oflicial  biisiiii-ss  wliiili  it  may  In-  your  iilcasure  to  pre- 
sent to  me. 

1  i-xpiTt  to  be  i)n'paied  to  wnd  in  uiy  annual  uics 
sa^e  in  the  l><';;iuiii;]y  of  next  wcfU.  and  iti  the  mean- 

of    lay    return,     vith.ajl     ex|uessini:    In    you     uiy    d-r], 

s-ns-  .,1  uratini.lr  f.^.'  > ■  .-..usidiTaie  Idndtirss. 

A,  li,  n  KTJN. 
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Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly. — 1866, 
i'emibjivania,  Executive  Chamber, 

Hanisbui-^,  January  30,  1866. 
Gfcutlemeu: 

WE  HAVE  CAUSE  TO  BE  THANKFUL  TO  Di- 
vine Pi'ovideutfc  tor  tlie  hlessiupi  of  peace  with- 
in   our    burderH.    abundant    ct'ope,    uuauimity 
among  uur  pfuple,  and  that  thus  thi»  Commonwealth 
has  been  enabled  to  do  her  full  duty  to  the  country, 
to  herself  and  to  posterity. 

I  apprised  you  in  my  message  of  the  27th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1SI>5,  and  delivered  to  you  at  the  beginning  of 
your  session,  of  the  necessity  under  the  pressure  of 
which  I  was  compelled,  for  Ihe  restoration  of  my 
health,  to  sojourn  for  a  time  in  a  warmer  climate.  I 
returned  from  Cuba  refreshed  and  invigorated,  and 
have  resumed  the  discharge  of  my  public  duties.  1 
cannot  omil  to  acknowledging,  with  profound  grati- 
tude, the  kiud,  considerate  and  allectionate  course 
which  you  pursued  during  my  constrained  absence.  A 
heavy  addition  has  been  thus  made  to  the  debt  which 
1  already  owe  (o  the  peo))le  of  the  Commonwealth  and 
their  Representatives. 

The  balance  in  the  Treasury,  November 

;{0,  1SC4, |1,!)42,203  03 

Receipta  daring  fiscal  year,  ending  No- 

vemberSlI,  JH«5, 6,219,989  67 

Total  in  Treasury  for  fiscal  year, 

ending  November  30,  ISIJj, ?8,162.193  30 

The  paymcnliJ  for  the  pume  ])eriod  have 

been"    5,788,525  16 

Balance  in  treasury.  November  30, 

18C5, 12,373.668  14 
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The  operations  of  the  sinking  fund,  diiriag  t 
endiug  on  the  flrst  Slonday  of  September  last,  as  stated 
in  my  proclamation,  were  as  follows:  Amout  of  debt 
reduced.  ^745,811. 2i>,  at*  follows,  viz: 

Five  ijep  cent., J4:ie.S24  62 

Coupon  loan 2:10.000  00 

War  loan TMOO  00 

Interest   certificates,   2,008  64 

Douieatii^  creditors 578  00 


The  dimrepancy  between  the  icdiictiou  of  the  public 
debt,  as  shown  by  the  statement  at  the  close  of  the  fis- 
ciil  year,  and  that  in  my  proclamation  at  the  close  of 
the  Hinking  fund  year,  arises  from  the  fact,  that  the 
one  cloaefl  on  the  firKl  Monday  of  September,  the  other 
on  the  30th  day  of  November. 

Amount  of  the  pnblic  debt  of  Pennsylvania,  as  it 
stood  on  the  first  day  of  December,  1864,  fSH^lQ,- 
fi03.!>4. 


All 

Hint 

fiscal 

vcar 

Five 

)CI-  r 

Fonr 

ind 

Doiiu 

xiU-  1 

Militi 

IV    1.1 

i-dcem.-d  at  I 


iry.  during  Ih 


I'llhlic  debt,   necciiibt-r   1.   1S( 

Asw'ts  ill  Ihe  Ti-.-a-^ui-y: 
Honds  IViinsylvania  iiiilr-oad  ■■. 
Itonds   IMiilad.'lphia   aud    Kiie 

comiiaiiy 

hltiTi'st     on     iMJllds     Phihldeip 

Kric  railroad  romiiaiiy 


:i..-||il.0l»0  00 


l.nr.(l.000  00 


SAMUEI-  WYLIE  CKAWKORD 

of  Penusylvania. 

Major  Geueral  in  the  United  States  Army. 
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Cash  in  treasury, 2,373,668  14 


Liabilities  in  excess  of  aseeta, 123,852,589  92 


Liabilities  in  exceaa  of  nsaets,  Kovem- 
ber  3(t.  1860 |26,408,168  94 

Liabilities  in  exeea^  of  assets,  Novem- 
ber 30,  1865, 23,852,589  92 


Improvement  in  condition  uf  Treas- 

ui^',  since  November  30.  I860.. . .     ?2,555,579  02 


By  the  report  of  ilie  State  Treasurer,  it  will  be  ob- 
served that  tlie  extraordinary  expenditures  growing 
out  of  tbe  war,  not  refunded  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment, have  been  |4.028.627.21.  This  includes  the  di- 
rect tax  paid  to  the  United  States  by  the  State,  which 
is  not  re-imbursablc.  In  the  balance  is  included  tbe 
f671,476.4;{  paid  to  the  militia,  which,  with  a  good 
portion  of  the  remiiiniuf;  expenditures,  ia  clearly  due 
the  State  from  the  tiencrul  (iovernuient. 

The  necessity  for  extraordinary  expeudi  tares  having 
ceased  with  the  suppi'ession  of  the  late  rebellion,  meas- 
ures should  be  taken  to  examine  our  resources,  and  re- 
lieve, as  far  as  possible,  the  heavy  burdens  to  which 
our  people  are  subejcted. 

It  has  been  the  hubit  of  late  years,  to  appropriate, 
freely,  annual  sums  tor  the  supi)ort  of  local  charities; 
and  such  appropriations  are  almost  every  year  in- 
creased in  number  :ind  amount.  House  of  Refuge,  In- 
HtitutiouR  for  the  Deaf  and  Uumb  and  for  the  Blind, 
Lunatic  Asyhinis, — tliese  appear  to  me  to  be  proper 
objects  of  State  bounty,  because  a  few  of  them  are 
sufHcieut  for  the  whole  State,  and  to  leave  them  to  be 
provided  for  by  the  local  anthorities  would,  in  fact,  be 
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to  deprive  of  protecliou,  the  uiifortimate  clasBeH  for 
whose  Ijt'liefit  they  :iii?  designeil.  But  mere  local  I'hari- 
tifB,  however  meritorious  and  effective,  should,  I  thiuk. 
he  left  to  the  supjiort  of  the  benevolent  parties  who 
established  them. 

It  'i»  unjust  that  ihe  people  of  the  Commonwealth 
should  be  coerced  to  pay  taxes  in  ortier  that  part  of 
the  money  so  raised  may  be  given  to  Ihe  support  of 
local  charities,  condmted  by  private  associations,  es- 
pecially when  it  is  remembered  that  hitherto  but  a 
small  proportion  of  the  private  charities  in  the  State 
have  asked  for  such  appropriation, 

I  recommend,  therefore,  that  no  appropriation  be 
made  for  charities,  beyond  the  institutions  which  I 
have  above  specified. 

The  taxes*  at  present  laid  on  corporations  are  un- 
equal, and  to  a  certain  extent  thereby  unjust.  I  rec- 
ommend the  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  Legisla- 
tuff,  with  a  view  to  a  revision  of  the  system. 

Witliin  a  few  years,  ixfta  liave  been  repeatedly 
passrd  diri'diu';  tlu'  i'X)icndiiiiri'  of  as  iiiui'li  money 
as  may  be  iieicssary  1o  ell'cct  named  par}H)scs,  some- 
tiiii<',<<  witJKiiit  i-\<-.ii\y  disi;r,i:,ii'i^r  hy  wli„iii  Ihe  m<mev 
ml.'d.  or  liow  ilie  ;i.(-i>unls  ai'c  to  be  ex- 
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able  to  stiitf  further,  Ibat  on  t!ie  let  day  of  December, 
1S65,  the  State  debt  waa  |4il2,!i;JS . (16  loss  than  it  was 
on  the  Ist  of  January,  1861.  These  are  truly  gratify- 
ing facte. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  may  be  possible,  with 
entire  safety  to  our  Duances,  to  reduce  or  even  repeal 
the  ordinary  State  tax  of  two  and  a  half  mills  on  real 
estate.  The  tax  of  one-balf  mill  laid  by  the  act  of 
May  IC,  18fil,  was  by  that  act  expressly  pledged  for 
the  re-paymeul  of  the  loan  of  $3,000,000,  thereby  au- 
thorized, and  of  course  cannot  be  repealed  or  reduced 
until  that  re-paymeot  shall  hav3  been  made.  I  recom- 
mend this  subject  to  the  cai'eful  and  deliberate  con- 
sideration and  judgment  of  the  Legislature,  and  if  it 
should  be  found  thai  the  tax  can  be  repealed,  I  recom- 
mend that  all  laws  authorizing  the  levying  of  local 
taxes  on  bonds,  moitgage»,  loans  and  all  property  of 
that  kind  be  also  repealed.  Such  a  repeal  would 
largely  encourage  'the  investment  of  capital  in  this 
State,  and  add  immensely  to  the  wealth  of  the  State, 
while  the  local  authorities  would  lose  very  little,  as 
it  is  notorious,  that  from  the  difficulties  of  assessment, 
they  receive  very  little  from  these  sources. 

Id  case  of  such  repeal,  I  recommend  the  adoption  of 
some  effectual  measures  for  i-nfon-iiig  conitct  returns 
of  such  objects  of  ta\ation,  with  appropriate  penalties 
for  the  neglect  or  refusal  to  make  them. 

I  make  these  recommendations  believing  that  it  will 
lead  to  more  eiiuitablc  local  taxation,  and  to  greater 
ifconomy  in  their  disbursement. 

Many  acts  are  on  our  statute  books,  incorporating 
companies  for  various  purposes,  which  companies  have 
never  been  organized  or  gone  into  operation,  I  rec- 
ommend that  all  jiueh  acts  be  repealed  by  a  general 
law,  and  that  provision  be  made,  that  in  future  every 
act  authorizing  a  corporation  shall  become  void,  un- 
less the  corporation  shall  organize  and  use  its  fran- 
chises within  a  limited  time. 
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Since  my  laBt  tinnual  messsige  tLc-  wur  againat  armed 
treaiwn  has  been  bi-oiiglit  to  a  close.  Of  Ihe  large  coti- 
tributiuns  made  by  I'tnnsyivania  to  the  Nalioniil  array, 
bat  H  fpw  of  the  men  now  remain  in  the  wrviee. 
The  spirit  which  unimated  our  peoplf,  at  the  outset 
of  the  rebellion,  has  never  flaggi'd;  ami  we  ran  look 
back  with  pride  ami  satisfaction  to  the  part  taken  by 
this  Htate,  in  aiding  io  maintain  the  unity  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  iu  its  defence  against  the  nssuults  of  its 
enemies. 

In. my  first  inaugural  address,  I  took  occasion  to  de- 
clare that  Pennsylvania  would,  under  any  eircum- 
Btances,  render  a  full  and  detennined  support  of  the 
fpcf  institutions  of  ihe  I'nion.  The  pledge  so  made 
wat(  based  upon  my  L:nowledge  of  tin-  solid  patriotism 
of  her  citizens.  At  that  time  danger  threatened,  but 
no  one  anticipated  that  it  would  break  forth  so  sud- 
denly, nor  that  it  would  grow  to  such  fearful  propor- 
tions ae  it  in  n  brief  time  assumed. 

Sly  confidrnee  in  !''-iin-iylvjuiia,  in  lier  I'vm.  yet  stub- 
honi  will,  her  aMlily  ;iih1  n-souni-s  li;is  lircii  fully  jus- 
tified by  til.'  iiiiiiiiiiT  -u  whi.li  sh.-  liiis  iloiii-  liiT  duty 
diiriiifr  the  liile  i-vi'iiTful  pi-i'iinl. 

On  the  n-.nicHt  (.f  iIh'  I'rcsidciil  of  tin-  riiiled  Stalt's, 
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ilal.  and  to  so  amend  and  modify  fbe  militia  laws  ae 
to  give  vitality  and  energy  to  the  military  organiza- 
tions of  the  State.  On  the  12tb  day  of  the  same  month, 
I  signed  a  bill  providing  for  the  imrposes  indicated  in 
my  message. 

It  will  be  i'ememt>ercd  that  this  patriotic  action  of 
the  Legislature  occurred  before  it  was  known  that 
hostilities  itad  actually  commenced — and  ia  believed 
to  be  the  first  ofQciitl  action  by  the  authorities  of  any 
State,  or  by  the  National  legislature. 

The  first  call  made  by  the  President  for  troops  to  aid 
in  suppressing  the  rebellion,  was  on  the  15th  of  April, 
1861,  for  seventy-five  thousand  men;  and  that  of  this 
number,  the  quota  of  Pennsylvania  was  settled  at  four- 
teen regiments,  to  serve  three  months,  unless  sooner 
disdiarged.  With  imaurpaseed  alacrity  and  earnest- 
ness, volunteers  answered  to  this  call,  in  such  numbers 
as  manifested  the  intuitive  conviction  of  the  people, 
that  the  monstrous  wickedness  which  had  conceived 
an  armed  rebellion  against  the  Constitution  and  the 
laws,  could  not  be  suppressed  but  by  a  colossal  force. 

Major  General  Hoberl  I'atterson  was  assigned,  by 
the  General  Government,  to  a  command,  which  in- 
cluded the  forces  raised  in  Pennsylvania.  Within  a 
week  after  the  call  of  the  President,  communication 
with  Washington  was  almost  enlii-ety  cut  off."  Gen- 
eral Patterson,  prom;!ted  by  the  necessities  of  the  situ- 
ation, made,  on  the  25ih  of  April,  a  requisition  upon 
me  for  twenty-five  additional  regimenta  of  infantry  and 
one  of  cavalry,  to  be  forthwith  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States.  Under  this  requisition,  I 
accepted,  from  amongst  the  many  pressing  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  service,  a  sufficient  number  of  com- 
panies to  fill  it;  care  being  taken  to  allow  each  county, 
as  nearly  as  possible,  a  fair  representation.  Only 
eleven  regiments,  however,  in  addition  to  the  fourteen 
called  for  by  the  President,  were  organized  and  mn*- 
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tered  into  tlie  servi'ji',  bffort^  tlie  ordi-r  of  (reneral  Pat- 
terson was  countermtindcd  by  bim,  undtT  instructionB 
from  tliii  War  Uepaitnieiit, 

On  the  14tb  da.v  uf  Mav.  18fil,  the  Secretary  of  War, 
in  a  letter  commuuicatiDg  the  plan  of  organization, 
for  three  years  rei^iments,  confirmed  the  revocation 
of  thf  order  in  the  following  language:  "Ten  regi- 
mcntH  are  assigned  to  PenusylYaiiia.  mal^ipg,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  thirteen  regiments  of  three  montba  militia, 
already  called  for,  Iwenty-three  regiments.  It  is  im- 
portant to  reduce,  rather  than  enlarge  this  number, 
and  in  no  event  to  exreed  it.  Let  meeamesHy  recom- 
mend to  yoa,  therefore,  to  call  for  no  more  than  twen- 
ty-three regiments,  of  which  only  ten  are  to  serve  dur- 
ing the  war,  and  if  more  are  already  called  for.  to  re- 
duce the  number  by  diseliarye." 

The  twenty-five  regiments  raised  as  above  stated, 
comprised  20,1179  men.  The  ardor  of  our  people  was 
unabated.  Many  of  the  companies,  under  my  order, 
had  iirrived  in  ciiniii  iit  narrislMiiK.  i'uil  other  main- 
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and  arming  of  at  IcOMt  fifteen  regiiueiits,  excluelv*;  of 
tboae  called  into  tli-j  ■servite  of  the  United  States. 

The  Legislature  iicted  |iroin]»tIy  upon  this  sugges- 
tion, and  made  full  [irovisionH  for  its  effeetual  accom- 
plishment. The  resnll  was  the  early  and  complete  or- 
ganization, clothing  and  equipment  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Reserve  Volunteer  Corps,  with  its  thirteen  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  oue  of  light  artillery  and  one  of  cav- 
alry, under  the  supervision  of  (Jeorye  A.  M'Call, 
who  was  selected  to  command  it,  with  tiie  commisEioii 
and  rank  of  Major  (ieneral.  This  corps  contained 
la,S56  men,  and  the  whole  exjiense  of  raising,  clothing, 
equipping,  subsisting  and  paying  them,  until  their  en- 
try into  the  United  States  seiviie,  wa»  |«S5.444.87. 
They  were  encamped  in  different  parts  of  the  State. 
excepting  two  of  the  regiuients,  commanded  by  Colo- 
nels Chas.  J.  Hiddle  and  Seneca  G.  Simmons,  and  two 
batteries  of  artillery,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Charles  T.  Campbell,  which,  at  the  request  of  the  War 
Department,  were  aent  on  the  22d  of  June,  1861,  to  the 
relief  of  Colonel  Wallace,  at  Cumberland,  Maryland, 
and  remained  for  about  six  weeks  there,  and  in  West- 
ern Virginia,  engagi'd  in  active  operations.  -  Towards 
the  close  of  July  the  whole  corps  was  called  for  and 
taken,  on  a  reqniwiiiou,  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  Witiiiu  four  days  after  the  disaster  at  Bull 
Hun,  elevn  rogimenis,  in  all  respects  ready  for  active 
service,  were  in  Washington  and  Baltimore. 

The  troo|is  sent  to  Western  Virginia  were  re-called, 
and  with  tin'  other  two  regiments  of  the  corps,  for- 
warded ti)  Washington. 

On  the  liOth  of  July,  1801,  the  Secretary  of  War  ex- 
pressed his  graliticalion  and  thanks  for  the  prompt  re- 
sponse from  I'eunsylvania. 

The  wisdom  of  tin'  Legislature  in  providing  for  the 
formation  of  this  ciir|iK,  for  the  interests  of  the  State 
and  the  nation,  was  fully  shown  by  subsequent  events. 


f  tlie  Oovernors. 

Most  of  the  mt^ii  wlui  tilled  its  lanks  liad  beeu  nccejitod 
by  me  under  tlie  fall  for  twenty-five  regiments,  which 
was  afterwards  reBcinded. 

Tliej-  had  left  tlieir  fumiiieH  and  lionns  undtr  a  deep 
sense  of  duty  to  their  country,  and  to  have  sent  them 
back  unaecepted  would  have  caused  serious  difllLulty 
in  making  future  eslistmeDte. 

By  acts  of  Congri-sa  of  22d  and  25th  July,  1861,  the 
President  was  authorized  to  call  u(K)n  the  several 
States  for  volunteers  to  serve  for  three  years.  I'nder 
this  authority  requiaitions  were  made  on  this  State, 
and  fourteen  regimt^iits  were  promptly  furnished.  In 
the  meautime  authorities  had  been  granted  by  the 
President  and  the  War  Ueportiuent  to  a  number  of  in 
dividuals  to  raise  regiments  in  different  parts  of  the 
State,  which  seriously  interfered  with  the  action  of  the 
State  authorities  in  filling  requisitions  regularly  made 
under  the  acts  of  Congress. 

The  embarrassments  arising  from  this  conflict  of 
authorities  became  ni  length  so  serious  that  I  was  eon- 
islraim-d  to  rail  (he  iiMt'iition  of  t\u-  fn-sidi'iit  :nid  Sec- 
retary of  War  lo  tlic  siibjc'l,  by  a  c(Jiiiriiunicati..ii. 
dated  Ihf  Isl  of  Aii^uwt.  ISIll.  ami  fin  Hi.-  lir.th  of  Sep- 
(ciiibcr  fiillowiiLg.  .IN  oi(b-r  was  issued  rf(|iiiring  these 
inde|)eiideiit  I'l'ginieiits  1o  report  to  llii'  (lovi'i'nor.  and 
l)lacing  thciii  iiitder  iii."  aiith.irily  aiul  coiiliul.  .\cling 
under  this  order,  iiiaoy  nf  Ihc  indejieudi-ut  rc};i"ien(s 
\\rl\-  filled  11].,  ollieis  r.iiisoMdaled,  and  sevenly-three 
regiiiifuts.  willi  au  ut:j;''''P"''  f-'ri-a^lli  of  SH,(I4S  nicii, 
were  |ironi|illy  si-ut  fiuwaril. 

l»Liiin.'llie  vcar  ISiCJ  ii  diafl  wii:- ..iden-.l  bvllirUen- 
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cODtaiuing  au  aK};re.;ale  force  uf  l5,l)Ut)  men,  urj^iiuizetl 
and  sent  forward.  Du'ring  the  eanie  period  nine  in- 
dependent balteriea  of  artillery  wore  organized  in  the 
State,  witb  an  aggr^patt;  strengtU  of  1,S58  officers  and 
men. 

It  will  be  remembered,  tliat  the  ordor  and  prompt- 
ness of  our  people,  under  such  trying  elreumstances, 
in  pressing  the  troojis  forward,  was  sueh  as  to  oall  from 
the  President  special  thanks,  and  to  re<|uest  me  to  ex- 
press them  to  the  people  of  the  State. 

During  the  year  1803  forty-three  thousand  and  forty- 
six  (43,1146)  men  were  fiiruishe*!  for  the  service,  prin- 
cipally to  fill  regimentH  in  the  (ield  which  had  been  re- 
duced by  the  exigencies  of  the  war. 

During  the  year  \>Wi,  under  the  various  calls  of  the 
General  Government,  thirty-two  regiments,  two  bat- 
talions and  eight  unattached  companies  of  different 
arms  of  the  service  and  for  various  jwriodis.  were  or- 
ganized and  sent  lo  the  field,  aggregating,  with  re- 
enlistments  in  the  field,  amounting  to  17,876,  an  ag- 
gregate force  of  !)1,7<j4  men,  furnished  for  that  year. 

On  my  suggestion,  tin-  policy  of  consolidating  our 
reduced  regiments,  iuid  filling  them  up  by  the  assign- 
meat  of  new  companies  was  adopted,  and  in  1865,  un- 
der this  system,  he^iides  organtxing  three  entire  new 
regiments,  seventy-lve  companies  were  assigned  to 
reduced  regiments,  by  which  tliey  were  again  filled 
to  the  regimental  ^iandard.  These  three  new  regi- 
ments and  seventy-five  companies,  with  volunteer  re- 
cruits for  regiments  in  the  field,  reported  by  the  super- 
intendents of  that  s"i'vice,  amounted,  in  the  aggregate, 
to  25,790  men  for  ihis  year. 

In  the  month  of  September,  lSfi2.  after  the  second 
disaster  at  Bull  Kun,  it  became  evident  that  the  enemy 
had  adopted  an  aggressive  policy,  and  was  about  to 
invade  the  Northern  Stales  through  Milryland  and  the 
southern  border  of  l*ennt<ylvania.     I'nder  the  sanction 
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of  the  I'lTBidcDt  of  ilip  riiitcil  Htatea,  ou  the  lltli  day 
nf  that  luonth,  I  iBsiied  my  jn'ochimal ion,  calling  into 
immediate  service  Hfiy  thoumind  of  the  freemen  of  this 
State.  Under  this  liill  twenty-live  regiments  and  four 
companies  of  iiifantij,  fourlf^n  unattached  companies 
of  caA'alry.  and  four  batteries  of  artillery  were  inime- 
diately  organized  .ind  sent  to  the  border,  the  greater 
portion  advancing  lii'yond  the  State  line  into  Maryland. 
<}eu.  John  F.  Reynolds,  at  that  period  commanding 
the  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Corps,  was  temporarily  as- 
ttigned.  hy  the  Secretary  of  War.  to  the  command  of 
these  troops,  hy  wliosc  ordPr  ihej  were  returned  to 
Pf^nnsyivania,  and  by  my  proclnniation,  disbanded  on 
the  24th  of  the  saiii;;  montti.  In  acknowledgment  of 
the  s<Tvices  i-eiidei'inj  Viy  the  meu  of  Pennsylvania. 
Major  (leneral  M'niellan,  commanding  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  by  letter  dated  the  27th  of  September. 
lS4i2,  acknowledgiug  tlie  service  and  thanking  the 
Btate,  uses  the  following  langaage: 

"Tlie  manner  iii  \viiirh  tli<'  iieo]plc  of  Pennsylvania 
lespoiided  l(.  your  ■:(ll.  jukI  liasteucil  to  the  dcfeuce 
of  tlK-ir  froiLli.']'.  no  .)..iibi  exeirised  :\  ^.Teal   iiillueii.'e 
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of  infantry,  one  fomi)itii.v  of  cavalry  and  one  battery  of 
artillery,  for  ninety  dayu'  service,  and  one  battalion 
of  infantry,  one  bartalion  of  cavalry  and  one  battery 
of  artillery,  for  six  nontlis'  United  States  service,  were 
organized.  In  the  Departnu'nt  of  the  Hnsqnelianna, 
Twenty-three  reginii-ntu  and  five  nnattached  companies 
of  infantry,  and  twt  .mattaclied  companieB  of  cavalrj', 
for  ninety  days;  one  battalion  infantry,  one  battalion 
of  (avaliy.  and  fiinr  iudtpeudent  batteries  of  aitillerj. 
for  three  uiuutbs;  thiee  regiments  of  cavalry,  two  bat- 
talions of  infantry,  and  three  independent  batteries  of 
artillery,  for  six  nionthi^'  United  States  service,  were 
organized. 

There  were  also  rif^juiized  in  (his  department,  for 
the  ■•emergency  term,'  eight  regiments,  one  battalion 
and  a  number  of  unattached  companies  of  infantry,  two 
independent  batleries  of  artilb  ry,  and  two  companies 
of  cavalry. 

In  the  Departnieiit  of  the  Monongahela.  the  troops 
under  this  call,  were  <ommanded  by  Major  General  \V, 
'P.  H.  Brooks,  and  in  the  I>ej)artment  of  the  Susque- 
hanna, by  Major  »>i-neral  I).  X,  f'ouch,  severally  de- 
tailed hy  the  War  Department. 

The  details  of  the  services  of  the  militia  on  these  oc- 
casions. ;is  well  as  llie  gen<-rons  aswistance  rendered 
1-y  the  militia  of  the  States  of  >few  York  and  New 
Jersi'V,  have  been  fully  recognized  in  previous  mes- 
sages. 

Acting  under  orders,  they  did  not  hesitate  to  cross 
the  Stitte  line  and  enter  Ohio  and  Western  Virginia, 
in  the  West;  and  :n  the  Kast.  they  defended  the  line 
of  the  Sns^pK  lianna,  were  at  (iettysburg.  before  the 
advance  of  llic  Army  of  the  I'otomac,  defended  Car- 
Ihlc  sncccssfiilly,  when  attacked  by  a  superior  force, 
made  Iniii;  marches,  patiently  suffering  great  privations 
for  the  want  of  ■suHScient  means  of  transportation, 
crossed  into  Maryland,  when  ordered,  and  attacked  the 
(6— Vol.   Vlll-ith  Ser. 
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entnij'  suLCf-'esfully,  uiid  saved  tbe  t'apilal  uf  tLt-ir 
State  from  destructiun.  Whyn  tliu  history  of  the  re- 
belliun  is  truly  wrUti;u,  uo  part,  whicL  relates  to  I'l-nu- 
tiylvania,  will  reflect  more  credit  oii  the  patriotism, 
eourage  and  fidelity  of  bur  people,  than  their  prompt 
auKwer  to  the  call  made  for  military  service  for  d«- 
raeotie  protection.  It  is  a  ritord  of  which  the  gi-eat 
body  of  the  people  a-e  a  party,  and  of  which  they  may 
all  be  proud. 

In  July,  lSfi4,  a  rebel  army  again  crossed  the  I'oto- 
mac,  threatening  the  aoatheru  border,  aud  nianhed 
to  Wushiaglon. 

Under  the  pi-essrng  uemands  of  the  National  authori- 
ties, all  the  organiy-cd  troops  in  Pennsylvania  were 
inimedinlely  sent  forward.  The  rebel  army  was  de- 
feated and  di-iven  back.  A  rebel  coluinu,  of  three 
tbousaiul  men,  had,  however,  crotised  the  border,  and, 
on  tbe  3l)tb  of  July,  burned  the  town  of  Chambersburg. 
In  my  message  of  laiit  year,  1  stated  in  detail  tbe  move- 
ments of  the  enemy,  and  the  circiimttfanccw  attending 
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I>uriDg  the  year  18tJl 130,591 

Do.        do.       18C2 71,10« 

Do.        do.       18(i;t, 4a,046 

Do.        do.       1864 !»1,704 

Do.        do.       1865, 25,840 


362,284 


This  Btattiii(.'iit  in  exclusive  of  militia  and  eolist- 
ments  for  the  Unitfii  States  Navy. 

I  refer,  for  luoi-e  perfect  details  of  all  the  military 
operations  of  ilie  State,  to  the  reports  of  the  .\djutant 
General,  the  other  military  departments  of  the  State, 
and  to  my  previous  annual  mefwages.  This  hrief  mili- 
tary record  would  tie  imperfeet.  if  I  failed  to  commend 
the  fidelity,  zeal  and  industry  of  the  military  dejiart- 
ments  of  the  State,  iind  to  exjavhs  my  personal  obli- 
gations for  the  ready  obedience  and  constant  support 
I  have  uniformly  received  from  the  chiefs  of  the  De- 
partiuentH,  and  oftictrfi  of  my  personal  staff. 

.\n  approximate  judgment  of  the  amount  of  labor 
performed  by  these  departments,  and  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretar.v  of  the  Commonwealth,  nmy  be  made, 
when  it  i«  stated  that  ovei'  forty-three  thousand 
(•13.000)  military  commissions  were  issued  during  the 
war. 

Tlie  first  reijuest  for  troops  from  this  State  was 
dated  at  Waahiugton.  on  Ihe  l.Ttli  April,  1S«1,  and  on 
the  l(',th  (he  telegraph  announced  to  the  War  Depart- 
m<  nt  thai  over  4,0ilil  men  were  at  Harrishurg,  await- 
ing marching  order.-t. 

It  is  our  piord  jirivilege  to  have  it  remembered,  that 
the  (Irst  military  ^liii  from  the  loyal  States,  which 
reachid  ^^'asllingto!l,  was  the  force  of  4fiO  Pennsylva- 
nijins.  who  arrived  lln're  on  the  18th  day  of  April,  and 
that,  when  tlie  Capital  of  the  Nation  was,  the  second 
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tiiiii>  Ihmitiiifd,  iift.jr  tlic  liiiltli-  uf  Hull  Ktin.  Ilu-  rt-gi- 
ineiirs  of  the  I'eimsylvmiia  Reserve  Corps,  were  the 
tlrst  Iroojw  sent  forward. 

From  the  beginniii;.'  of  the  war  to  its  close,  the  State 
has  never  faltered  m  its  support  of  the  tlovernniciit. 

Proceeding  iu  Ihi;  strict  liae  of  dutj-.  the  reBOurces 
of  Veiincylvauiu.  whether  in  men  or  nionfy,  have  nei- 
ther been  withheld  or  sqiiftnderi'd.  The  history  of  the 
conduct  of  our  peopln  in  the  tieid,  is  illuiuini-d  with 
Incidents  of  heroism  worthy  of  conspicuous  notice;  but 
it  would  lie  imposBibJe  lo  meutiou  them  in  the  proper 
limits  of  II  mfssage,  without  doing  inji'»tice.  or,  pcr- 
Imps  making  invidiens  distinctions.  ArrnngementH 
are  in  progress  lo  hive  a  complete  history  of  our  regi- 
ments, such  as  has  licen  contemplated  and  is  provided 
for  in  «n  act  of  Aus'inbly  already  passed;  and  on  this 
subject  I  commend  ilie  report  of  the  Executive  Military 
Department  to  yourf.ivorable  consideration.  It  would 
be  alike  impossible  to  furnish  a  history  of  the  asaoci- 
nted  benevolein'c  ami  of  the  large  individual  confrihu- 
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ture  and  thi?  peoiile  lu-ted  upon  my  .-fiiggeBtloDs,  whe- 
llier  for  the  suppoit  of  the  govi!rniiient,  the  enlist- 
ment  and  oiguiiizatiou  of  troops,  or  for  the  comfort  of 
our  people  already  in  the  field. 

Without  this  generous  couHdcnce  and  liberal  sup- 
port, the  laboiii  of  the  Executive  would  have  been  in 
Vain;  the  treasure  ;hat  has  been  expended  would  have 
been  wasted,  prei-ious  lives  lost^  would  have  been  an 
empty  sacriJice,  the  bruised  hearts  of  kindred  and 
friends  would  hav?  been  without  solace,  the  strong 
men,  whow  health  .las  been  broken  and  Mhose  bodies 
have  been  maimed  would  have  been  monuments  of 
heroii^m  wasted,  iind  the  honor  of  this  great  Common- 
wealth would  have  been  degraded  amidst  the  fallen 
ruins  of  the  institutions  of  tlie  llepublic. 

The  report  of  the  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Biirrowes,  shows 
the  gratifying  resuU,  under  his  active  management,  of 
the  system  adopted  liy  the  State,  for  the  maintenance 
and  education  of  the  orphans  of  our  soldiers.  His  re- 
port exhibits  the  fact,  that  1,242  orphans  are  now  ac- 
tually admitted  to  Eiie  schools,  and  that  1,846  applica- 
tmna  in  all  have  been  allowed,  and  orders  issued  for 
their  admission,  many  of  whom  have  been  admitted 
since  his  report.  It  will  also  be  seen,  that  the  largest 
a pproju-iation  that  ever  will  be  reiiuired,  will  be  for 
this  and  the  two  '>i»uing  years,  and  that  then  the 
amount  will  be  gradually  reduced.  I  have  heretofore 
commended  this  charity  to  you.  and  I  deem  it  unnec- 
essary to  add  another  word,  in  asking  a  continuation 
of  an  appropriation,  which  is  to  provide  for  and  edu- 
cate the  best  blood  ul  the  State,  and  support  the  living 
legacies  which  have  been  bequeathed  us  by  the  men 
who  hiid  down  their  lives  for  the  country.  When  we 
remember  that  every  sort  of  public  and  private  pledge 
that  the  eloquence  of  man  could  devise  or- utter,  was 
given  to  our  soldiers  as  they  went  forward,  that  if  they 
fell,  their  orphans  t^hould  become  the  children  of  the 
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Htate,  I  L'HiiDnt  for  tin  instant  suppoHe.  that  yon  will 
lieeitHtc  to  eoutiuue  itn  appropriation,  which  is  to  bleea 
their  littlf  ones,  providing  comfortable  homes,  instead 
of  leaving  them  in  want  and  destitution,  man.v  of  them 
to  fall  victims  to  vice  and  crime. 

At  Ibe  time  of  the  Invasion  of  the  North,  in  1863,  by 
the  rebel  army,  the  President  made  a  re<)uisition  on 
me  for  militia  to  liPfve  dnring  the  emerifency.  The 
men  came  forward  jromptly  to  the  number  of  36,588, 
of  whom  upwards  of  S-l.tHlO  refused  to  be  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  in  consequence  of  cir- 
cumstances of  prior  occurrence  not  necessary  to  be 
here  stated. 

In  this  embarrassment,  the  emergency  being  very 
pressing,  after  consultation  with  the  President,  he  au- 
thorised and  requested  me  to  call  them  on  behalf  of 
the  State,  and  for  the  defence  of  the  State,  the  United 
BtateH  paying  all  thu'  expenses  of  their  clothing,  equip- 
ment, subsistence,  &c.  It  was,  however,  alleged  that 
tliere  was  no  appro]ii iaiion  for  Iheir  pay.     To  remove 
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Washington.  Jul;  22,  1863. 
To  Hlfl  Excellency.  Gov.  A.  Q.  Curtin: 

Your  telegrams,  respecting  the  pay  of  mllltla  called  out 
under  your  proclamation  of  the  2Tth  ot  June,  have  been  re- 
[erred  to  the  President  for  Inat ructions,  and  have  been  under 
his  consideration.  He  directs  me  to  Eay  that,  while  no  lav  or 
appropriation  authorizes  the  payment  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment of  troope  that  have  not  been  mustered  Into  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  be  will  recommend  to  ConKTess  to  make 
an  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  troops  called  Into  State 
service  to  repel  an  actual  invasion,  including  thoRe  of  the 
State  of  FenUBylvauia.  It,  In  the  meantime,  you  can  raise  the 
neceEsary  amount,  as  has  been  done  In  other  States,  the  ap- 
propriation will  be  applied  to  refund  the  advance  to  thoae 
who  made  it. 

Measures  have  been  taken  for  the  payment  of  troops  mus- 
tered into  the  United  States  service,  as  soon  as  the  muster 
and  pay-rolls  are  made  out.  The  answer  of  this  Department 
to  you,  as  Governor  of  the  State,  will  be  given  directly  to 
yourself  whenever  the  Department  is  prepared  to  make  an- 

(Signed)  EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 

Secretary  of  War. 

WIk'u  Conciess  mcl.  the  Executive  of  the  United 
Slates  did  not  irecoiniiund  the  passage  of  the  neces- 
saiy  net,  I  have  understood  that  the  subject  was 
called  to  the  attontiou  of  the  proper  committee,  hy  the 
Keci'etai'.v  of  War,  but.  as  the  President  did  not  send  a 
message  explaining  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the 
appropriutiuu  failed,  as  the  members  of  Congress  had 
thus  no  means  of  ^xplainin^  to  tUeir  constituents  the 
dillerence  between  this  case  (which  was  in  substance 
a  loan  to  the  United  Slates,  upon  the  pledge  of  the 
Exeeiitive  for  its  repayment),  and  the  cose  of  the  vol- 
untary expenditure  of  money  for  military  purposes  by 
Pennsylvania  aiid  most  of  the  other  Btates. 

I  will  add  that  the  men  came  into  the  service  for  the 
emergency  only,  and  on  the  faith  that  they  should  be 
discharged  as  soon  as,  in  my  judgment,  the  emergency 
should    have   ceased.     The   emergency   ceased   imme* 
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diateJy  afler  Ihe  buttle  of  UL'ttyeburg,  which  com- 
nieneed  on  thf  1st  of  July,  18C;i;  jet  the  men,  against 
my  urgpnt  aud  repeated  remonstrances,  wei-e  kept  in 
the  Borvice  long  atterward  and  used  by  the  United 
States  for  various  purposes.  The  last  of  them  were 
not  disoliargfd  tilt  Jn  September. 

I  recommend  that  the  l<egislatiire  adopt  measures 
to  bring  the  isubject  again  before  CougrusK.  and  obtain 
repayment  of  this  ^um.  iimouutiug  to  Jfi71,476.43,  with 
iutereet  on  the  same,  which  the  General  Oovornraeut 
bfta  thus  far  wo  unwiiirantably  withheld. 

Great  iniuatii.e  has  been  done  to  private  soldiers, 
wlio  went  into  aerviw  under  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  CongreHs,  by  refusing  to  pay  tbem  the  full  bounties 
offered  by  Ihe  terms  of  that  nvt.  The  following  letler, 
which  1  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  Bullieiently 
explains  the  position  of  this  affair: 

K,  Executive  Chamber, 

HiinishiirK,  Til..  -Tnnp  5,  ISfio. 

Sir;  'riiiTi-  Ml-  iw.i  siiliji'.'is  ,'(.iim>cii-d  with  tin-  dis- 
chiirgi-  of  vdliiulrers  which  iire  <.f  s(i  uiuch  iML[iuMan.T 
ihiU  I  feel  JLislitii-d  i)i  calllufi  vi.iir  :il  Iciiliim  lo  ihrm. 

Fiif^l.  Tlic  mi'U  ■iH'  lvin;r  paid  mily  t-.  the  day  ()f 
IhHr  arrival  al  the  |ilari-  lliey  an-  lu  1»-  di.*'liarf;i>d. 
This  will  lanse  llii'in  U.  l..se  a  fi-w  days'  ]iay,  d.'p.-ml 
inn  |U'iiiri|iall\  iip<iii  llie  pniiiijiniess  and  disiKisilimi 
of  Ihe  olIiciTs  ,ir  111..  Cniti-d  Stall's  having  the  inatlfi- 
in  charge.  It  is  a  nailer  of  lidle  aioau'iit  to  the  Gov- 
craaii'iit.  bill  Ihe  iiic!)  feel  it  lo  be  an  iiijaslice,  and  if. 
under  Ihi'  adx  <)f  rougress,  iliey  can  h>'  jiaid  until  diw 
cliargi-d.  I  think  yo  i  wiN  agn-e  with  them. 

Sei'ond.  In  Cin'ular  No.  I'll  from  Provost  Marshal 
Ccaerars  oniie.  daie-1  ,laly  10.  1S(i4,  -nnal.T  which  the 
volmiten-.-*  now  to  !„■  (iiscliarg.'d  were  raised."  it  is 
staled  that  the  Ix.iinly  jirovidcd  by  liiw  is  as  follows: 

■■For  rerruils.  :'i(bidiag  repn'scnl  alive  reiTuils. 
wliite  or  colored.  $IIHI." 
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And  it  18  furtln?r  added,  that  the  flrat  instalment  of 
the  bounty  will  be  jtaid  when  the  recruit  is  mustered 
in,  as  follows: 

"To  a  recruit  who  enlisted  in  the  army  for  one  year, 
f33.33." 

On  these  terms  the  men  enlisted,  and  they  are  of 
opinion  that  they  arj  entitled  to  the  remainder  of  their 
bounty  when  discharged  from  service. 

It  is  proposed,  however,  to  pay  them  but  a  part  of 
this  remainder,  because  the  (jovernment  does  not  re- 
quire their  services  lor  the  full  terra  of  their  enlist- 
ment, and  appears  lo  be  a  breach  of  the  contract  be- 
tween the  Uoverument  and  the  men.  The  bounty  was 
held  out  by  tbe  Ciovernmeut  as  an  inducement  to  en- 
list, not  as  additional  pay  for  services  to  be  rendered. 
The  men  became  entitled  to  it  by  the  fact  of  enlistment, 
and  could  only  forfeit  what  remained  unpaid  by  some 
misconduct,  of  whicii  Huch  forfeiture  should  be  a  legal 
penalty.  These  matters  are  creating  much  unpleasant 
feeling  among  the  men.  1  need  not  say  to  you,  they 
have  behaved  gallantly,  and  the  country  owes  them 
everything;  and  if  it  can  possibly  be  avoided,  they 
ought  not  to  be  «ent  home  under  the  feeling  that  the 
Government,  when  their  services  are  no  longer  re- 
quired, takes  the  liist  opportunity  to  treat  them  un- 
justly and  violate  it«  contract  with  them. 

I  assure  yuu  that  unless  tlii>:^'  difticulties  are  re- 
lieved there  will  be  ireated  a  general  discontent  which 
will  be  injurious  h'-ieafter;  and  il  is  my  fervent  de- 
sire for  the  success  <jf  your  administration  which  leads 
me  to  bring  ihem  directly  lo  your  notice. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  O.  CURTIN. 
To  the  President. 
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The  refusal  hem  lieiu  pertiitiiti'd  m,  under  un  upiuiua 
of  the  Attoiuey  tleiiernl  of  the  United  Statts,  a  copy 
of  whith  wan  sont  to  me. 

I  I'ecomiucnd  that  (be  Lt-gitdature  make  proper  ef- 
forts to  have  this  iujiietice  corrected. 

The  report  of  David  Wills,  Esq.,  president  of  the 
Boldiers'  Xalional  ('einetery,  at  (iettysburg,  herewith 
transmitted,  shows  'he  present  condition  of  the  ceme- 
tery. .\»  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  resulted  in  a  glo- 
rious victory,  and  w.is  in  fact  the  bi^iuniug  uf  the  end 
of  the  war,  and  occurred  on  the  soil  of  the  Common 
wealth,  I  think  it  would  be  well  that  it  should  be  com- 
memotated  by  an  historical  painting,  to  be  placed  in 
the  I'tipitol  of  the  Stale;  and  1  recommend  that  the 
Legislature  take  meaHnrcs  for  that  purpose. 

The  f^tate  of  Maryland  has  proposed  to  her  sister 
States  that  they  unite  with  her  in  establishing  a  cem- 
etery for  our  Hoidierg  who  fell  at  Antietara.  I  here- 
with transmit  copies  of  the  Maryland  statute,  and  other 
documents  nn  this  t-iibject,  and  recommend  the  pass- 
age ol  an  ail  lieai-tilv  arci-ptiuf;  llii-  proposilioii  of  the 
State  of  .Maryhmd.  AH  lli<'  Slah-s  having  pi-ooiplly 
and  iienci'ously  ](-s|i')ndcd  to  mir  pcopiisilion  to  have 
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Since  my  laet  annual  message  1  have  expended  of 
the  secret  service  fund,  the  sum  of  four  thousand  three 
hundred  and  thirty-tliree  dollars  and  twenty  cents,  out 
of  which  I  hare  paid  my  personal  staff  and  other  ex- 
traordinary expense's.  No  appropriation  is  required 
for  the  increase  of  :his  fund. 

I  invite  your  atteiition  to  the  reports  of  the  Military 
Departments  of  tlie  State,  to  the  report  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Common  Schools,  which  exhibits  the  pros- 
perous condition  of  our  system  of  public  education, 
and  to  the  report  of  the  Surveyor  General,  and  recom- 
mend to  your  favorable  consideration  the  many  excel- 
lent suggestious  made  by  that  ofHcer. 

I  commend  to  your  earnest  consideration  the  sug- 
gestions made  by  the  Surgeon  General  in  his  report, 
herewith  transmitted,  on  the  propriety  of  legislation 
for  tlie  protection  ■)f  our  people,  by  proper  sanitary 
measures,  from  the  ravuges  of  the  cholera,  which  is 
now  approaching  o<ir  shores. 

I  commend  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  the 
subject  of  providing  for  the  relief  of  our  many  maimed 
and  wounded  soldiera.  I'ossibly  this  might  be  done 
by  continuing  and  enlai^ing  the  acts  providing  for 
boards  of  relief  in  ihe  i^everal  countiea,  I  recommend 
the  adoption  by  the  l.egislature  of  this  or  some  other 
plan  for  doing  justici'  to  theVlass  of  men  in  question. 

By  the  joint  resobition  of  May  16,  18(il,  authorizing 
me  to  give  flags  to  our  regiments,  it  was  made  the  duty 
of  the  Executive  to  receive  the  flags  when  the  regi- 
ments returned.  This  has  not  hitherto  been  done,  in- 
asmuch as  they  have  not  yet  all  been  mustered  out. 
As  soon  us  this  shall  have  taken  place,  the  flags  will 
be  received  with  appropriate  ceremonies,  and  I  recom- 
mend that  the  Legislature  make  provision  for  causing 
them  to  be  hung  in  the  new  Library. 

I  refer  to  the  suggestion  of  Brigadier  General  Todd, 
Inspector  General,  >n  the  subject  of  the  militia.  I  am 
not  prepared  to  make  any  recommendation  on  this  sub- 
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joci,  iiB  I  ubstTve  with  great  pU-aaure,  that  CongreHs  is 
proposing  to  I'stoblipb  a  nniforin  sjBtem  throughout 
the  United  iStates. 

The  arsenal  at  Harrieburg  is  decaying  and  unsafe. 
The  arms  and  munitions  of  the  State  there  deposited 
arc  of  the  valne  pntbably  of  half  a  million  of  dollars. 
I  reconimpnd  that  ;ii'"^ision  be  made  for  rupairing  it, 
or  that  a  new  arsenal  be  constructed  in  this  vicinity, 
fop  the  purpose  of  st  curing  tlieir  preservation. 

Since  my  last  anunul  messMige,  the  late  President  of 
the  United  States  has  f-.tlJen  a  victim  to  the  moat  foul 
and  hase  asewssinalion  recorded  in  history.  It  will 
niTord  me  pleasure  and  I  will  heartily  unite  with  you 
in  any  expression  of  indignation  at  the  crime,  and  of 
appreciation  of  the  public  virtue  and  services  of  its 
victim,  Abraham  Lincoln. 

My  uniform  coursv.'  during  the  late  war,  was  to  avoid 
the  discussion  of  the  policy  of  the  General  Govern- 
ineDt,  while  giving  a  hearty  snpport  to  the  National 
niitliniitifs  in  !ill  Ihi'ir  mcnsiircs  to  snpprfs.«  the  rebel 
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A,  G.  CURTIN. 
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To  (lie  Senate  Nominating  Wien  Forney  to  be  State 
Librarian. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisbiirg,  February  7,  1866. 
Senators: 

IN  COXFOKMITl"  WITH  THE  ACT  OP  THE  GEN- 
eral  Assembly,  iipproved  tlio  25tli  day  of  January, 
A.  D.  1854,  I  ilo  hereby  nominate,  for  tlie  advice 
and.  consent  of  Ihe  Senate,  Wien  Forney,  of  Dauphin 
county,  to  be  State  Librarian,  for  the  period  of  three 
years,  ; 

A.  G.  CURTIN.  ■* 


To  the  Assembly  Approving  an  Act  to  .-\mend  the 
Revenue  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Executive  Chajuber, 
Harrisburg,  February  28, 1866. 
Cientlemen: 

IIIAVE  APFUOVEU  TflE  BILL,  ENTITLED  "AN 
Act  to  amend  ilic  nnenue  laws  of  the  Common- 
wealth," because  the  first  two  sections,  imposing 
taxes  on  bunk  sto<'!<,  and  raih-oad,  canal  and  trans- 
portation companies*,  are,  in  my  judgment,  important 
to  the  welfare  uf  thi^  Commonwealth.  And  although 
tliere  are  provisions  in  this  bill  which  are,  some  objec- 
tionable, and  others  susceptible  of  improvement,  I  do 
not  doubt  that  on  !he  defects  being  pointed  out,  the 
wisdom  and  patriotism  of  your  honorable  bodies  will 
be  etleetually  applied  to  remedy  them. 

In  my  recent  annual  message  I  used  the  following 
language:  'Tnder  Ihrxe  circumstances  it  may  be  pos- 
Nihle,  with  enlire  safety  to  oin-  finances,  to  reduce,  or 
even  repeal.  Ihe  (jrdinaiy  State  .ax  of  two  and  a  half 
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mills  on  real  estate.  The  tax  of  one-half  mill,  laid 
b.v  the  net  of  May  16.  1861.  whs  by  that  dct  exiiressiy 
pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  U>an  of  83.000,000, 
thereby  authorized,  and  of  eoiirae  eaDiiot  be  repealed, 
or  reduced,  until  that  repayment  shall  have  been 
made.  I  recommend  this  subject  to  the  careful  and 
deliberate  eonsider.tiion  of  the  Legislature,  and  if  it 
slioiild  be  found  that  the  tax  can  be  rcin'ali-d,  1  reiom- 
mend  that  all  laws  authorizing  the  levying  at  local 
taxes  on  bonds,  mortgages.  loiins,  and  all  property  of 
that  kind,  be  also  repealed. 

"Such  a  repeal  would  largely  encourage  the  invest- 
laeot  of  capital  in  thi»  State,  and  add  immenfely  to 
the  wealth  of  the  Slate,  while  the  local  authorities 
would  lose  very  litth',  as  it  is  notorious,  that  from  the 
diflSculties  of  assesi^ment,  they  receive  very  little  from 
these  soarces." 

The  fonrth  section  of  the  bill,  which  I  have  now  ap- 
proved, repeals  the  whole  State  tax  on  real  estate,  in- 
cluding the  lax  of  .mc-liiilf  mill  siiccially  laid  by  the 
act  of  ItHli  .M;iy,  ISiil,  aiL<]  by  that  act  jilcilgcd  foe  llie 
jiaynicnt  i>f  the  luin.-iiiiil  and  iiit<-rcst  of  (he  wai'  loiin 
of  *:1.IMUI,I)(HI,  tlicn  .it.dnt  to  lie  cin-ilci. 

The  third  section  Milistihites  for  tliis  one  half  mill 
tax,  so  pledged,  the  tax  <ni  gniss  ic<ci|)ls  .if  lailroiid. 
canal  and  li-anHportiitinn  cifTiL|iaiiii's.  irnpiiscd  liy  the 
second  seitioii. 

XntnithHtaiLding  this  sirbsliliiiii.n,  I  regard  tin-  n-- 
]ie;Ll  of  the  ..ae  half  niill  tax  as  a  diicd  violation  of  llic 
i.ahlic  faith.  :ind  I  have  aiiurovd  lliis  hill  nnlv  in  the 
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will,  of  course,  be  accoDipaDied  by  a  repeal  of  the  ap- 
propriation  of  the  tux  on  gross  receipts  to  tlie  Binking 
fund,  and  1  am  bound  to  add  that,  in  my  judgment,  the 
tax  on  gross  receipts  will  be  absolutely  necessary 
towards  defraying  tbe  ordinary  expenses  of  govern- 
ment out  of  the  current  revenues,  the  tax  of  two  and 
one-half  mills  on  real  estate,  heretofore  applicable  to 
that  purpose,  liaving  been  taken  off,  and  almost  all 
tile  other  revenues  of  the  Conimon wealth  having  been 
appropriated  to  the  sinking  fund,  from  which  they 
cannot  be  diverted.  It  needs  no  argument  to  estab- 
lish the  priuciple,  Ihat  the  current  revenues  should 
always  be  sufMcient  for  the  ordinary  expeuHOS  of  gov- 
ernment, no  other  basis  heiufi  safe  for  that  purpose. 

The  punctual  pajnieiit  of  the  tax  on  bank  stocks,  im- 
posed by  the  first  se.-1iou,  will  also  be  neceHsary  to  fur- 
nish the  meaus  of  -supporting  the  government.  As  a 
large  portion  of  this  tax  rails  on  the  stock  of  the  Na- 
tional banks,  and  thus  might  possibly  ensue  incon- 
\enient  litigation,  '.he  plan  has  been  suggested  of  al- 
lowing the  banks  to  receive  interest  at  the  rate  of 
seven  per  cent,  per  annum.  It  is  supposed  that  the 
grant  of  this  privilege  would  probably  indace  them  to 
pay  the  tax  without  ebjection. 

1  approve  of  this  t-uggestion,  especially  as  they  are 
now  invited  to  lend  to  the  t'nited  States,  at  an  inter- 
est of  seven  thirty  (ler  cent.,  and  the  facility  of  doing 
Ko,  of  course  tends  to  prevent  them  from  lending  to  in- 
dividuale«  at  six  per  i-ent.  To  advance  their  interest  to 
seven  per  cent,  would  probably  induce  them  to  increase 
their  loans  to  person?*  in  active  business,  and  thus  ben- 
efit the  community.  Before  I  recommend  that  this 
provision,  and  also  the  exemption  of  bank  stock  from 
local  taxation,  he  nade  expressly  conditional  on  the 
punctual  paviiient,  without  litigation,  of  the  tax  im- 
posed by  the  lirst  section.  Such  an  arrangement 
would  be  the  more  desirable   because  as  the  National 
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bankx  are  chartcreO,  not  by  this  Commonwealth,  hut 
bj  the  Uuited  States,  it  would  clearly  lie  very  difflcult 
to  eoiiipel  their  offieei-e  to  aft  as  aguDls  for  the  {.■oltec- 
tion  of  a  State  tax. 

I  venture  again  to  invite  the  attentiou  of  the  Logis 
lalure  to  the  exempiion  of  stocks,  loans  and  nioneye 
at  infereat,  from  local  taxation,  and  the  enactment 
of  more  stringctit  ^'I'ovUions  for  the  due  assessment 
of  Ruch  inoperty.  Tlie  revenue  of  the  State  might  be 
thns  largely  iu(TeH.4ed,  that  of  counties  and  munici- 
inilities  would  scarcely  be  st^usibly  diminished,  and 
UHpital  would  be  attraett-d  for  invcstmeni  within  Uie 
Commonwealth, 

Fellow  citizens,  ivitli  you,  as  the  ri'iircsentalivts  of 
the  people,  rests  th'.'  power  and  the  responsibility  of 
udjusling  these  most  important  alTairs.  and  I  do  not 
doubt  that  you  will  mo  adjust  them  as  to  preserve  tlie 
honor  of  ihe  Commonwealth,  provide  i-ffectually  for 
the  BupgHirt  of  her  Llovernment,  and,  so  far  aa  may  be 
cniisiMent  with  lli.vc  .-ii.ls,  rasr  (In-  Innllii-tis  ..f  her 
peo|.lc. 

A.  C.  CIKTIN. 


Tn  the  Assf-mMv 
I[K-or])nratiiii; 
pariy." 


"A  Siijiplcniciit  i<>  ;in  Act 


Executive  Chanibi'r, 
nanisbiiit:,    Ajiril    11.   ISIIO. 
ifTHlcnicn: 

lIKIiKWITH  KKTIItN  TO  TIIK  SENATK.  IN 
rtliifh  il  orifiiniilcd.  Mil  NV  |;2!,  i^nlillcd  ''A  Pup- 
pl.'iiK'Ml  I.I  un  .ic(  iTic.riioriilLir-:  Mir  ll.iward  inm 
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By  its  chai'tt-'r  tbv  Howard  irou  and  coal  company 
was  authorized  to  iiold  three  thousuiid  acres  of  laud, 
to -mine  and  sell  coal,  and  to  build  lateral  or  branch 
railroads  not  exceeding  twenty  miles  in  length. 

By  a  supplement,  which  became  a  law  on  the  30th 
of  January  last,  thj  company  was  further  authorized 
to  purchase,  sell  and  dispone  of  minerals,  and  it  has 
provided  that  it  should  he  lawful  for  other  corpora- 
tions to  siibscribe  s^tock  in  ths  same.  This  bill  pro- 
poses to  give  the  company  the  privilege  of  construct- 
ing ten  additional  niles  of  railroad.  U  seems  liiipos- 
sibte  not  to  see  that  thus,  bit  by  bit.  supplements  are 
designed  for  carrying  into  effect  some  scheme  which 
it  is  afraid  would  not  Ite  approved  of  if  understood. 
I  object  to  such  legislation.  It  appears  to  me  that 
when  parties  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  the  ;(rant 
of  privileges,  they  ought  to  ser  forth  fairly  and  can- 
didly the  use  intended  to  be  made  of  them.  I  have, 
therefore,  for  these  reasons,  withheld  my  signature 
from  this  bill. 

■     A.  a.  CURTIN. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoin<j  "An  Act  Authorizing  the 
Madera  Coal  and  Tni])rovement  Company  to  Hold 
More  Land  and  to  Change  the  Par  Value  of  Their 
Stock." 

Executive  Chamber, 
narrisbiirg,  April   11,  18fifi. 
Gentlemen : 

J    HEREWITH   RETURN   TO   THE   SENATE,   IN 
which  it  originated,  bill  No.  ij07,  entitled  "An  Act 
authorizing   the   Madera   coal    and   improvement 
company  to  hold  more  land,  and  to  change  the  par- 
value  of  their  stock,"  with  my  objections  to  the  same. 
The  original  art  Incorporating  the  Madera  coal  and 
*7— Vol.  VIII-^th  Ser. 


roTtiu«Dt  company  aiithnrizes  tlint;  tu  liold  (Ivo 
jpand  aiL'i'ft;  of  'and.  with  aultiorily  to  coDKlruct 
roads  fi-om  any  j-oint  iLtrrvon.  The  pn-Bt'nt  H«t 
joriscfi  ttipm  to  uctjuire  and  hold,  of  coal  riglits 
land,  along  the  waters  of  Clearfield  crpek  and 
branches,  ten  thonsand  ai'res  in  addition,  thus  giv- 
thein  the  right  lo  hold  lifteeu  thousand  acrps  of 
I  (along  the  wati-m  of  Clearfield  creek  and  its 
aches.)  C'learBelii  creek  and  its  branches  extend 
a  niiiuher  of  thL>  counties  uf  this  Commonwealth, 
the  right  tu  hold  such  tiu  iiuuttual  and  large  qnau- 
of  land  lin  itself  objectionable),  in  the  manner  pro- 
■d  for  in  this  bill,  taken  in  connection  with  the  priv- 
es  granted  this  company  in  their  act  of  incorpora- 
,  and  without  being  otherwiBe  restricted  than  to 
I  parts  where  th'^y  may  hold  land,  would  give  them 
I  an  nnusnal  grant  of  railroad  privileges  that  great 
stice  might  be  done  the  ciliKens  of  this  Cominon- 
1th. 
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Proclamation  of  the  Cancellation  of  One  Million  One 
Hundred  and  P'ifty-Eight  Thousand  and  Nine  Dol- 
lars of  the  Principal  Debt  of  ibe  Commonwealth 
Through  the  Commissioneii  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 
1866. 

Pennsylvania,  bb. 
(Signed.)     A.  U.  Ourtin. 

S    THE    NAMK   AND    BY 
llic  iuithoi-itj'  of  the  Com- 
monwealth i)f  i'euneylva- 
.    ANDREW    (i.    CUttTIN, 
'"(lovfi-nor  of  Ihc  said  Common- 
wealth, 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

WliucaH  hy  the  third  si-ction  of  tn^ 
,  Act  of  tin-  <Jeiifral  ABsembl.v  of  this 
RCounuonwmlth,    passed    the    twenty- 

i-ond  dii_v  of  April,  A.  D.  one  thou- 

n.'l  eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  en- 
titi.'il  "An  Act  to  establish  a  Kinking 
Fand  for  the  payment  of  the  I'ublii'  Debt,"  it  is  made 
the  duty  of  the  Seeii-tary  of  the  Commonwealth,  Aud- 
itor General  and  State  Treasurer,  ConmiisBioners  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  -rcated  by  said  act  of  the  tieneral 
ABsenibly,  on  the  lirst  Monday  of  September,  A.  I>. 
one  thouttitnd  eiftht  Inindred  and  fifty-nine,  and  on  the 
Biimc  day  annually  thereafter,  to  report  and  certify  to 
the  (iovernor,  the  amount  receivi-d  under  the  said  act; 
the  amount  of  iuten-Ht  paid,  and  the  amount  of  the 
debt  of  the  Commonwealth  redwmed  and  held  by 
them:  whereupon  :he  Governor  Bhall  direct  the  cer- 
tificate representinjj  aame  to  be  cancelled,  and,  on 
Buch  cancellation.  •M'ue  his  proclamation  stating  the 
facts,  and  the  extinK'iishment  and  final  discharge  of 
po  much  of  the  principal  of  said  debt. 

And  whereas  Fli  Slifer.  .1.  F.  Hartranft  and  W.  H. 
Kemble.  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  in  obe- 
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(lienct;  to  the  rt'quiremeiits  of  law,  report  aud  t-CTtlf 
to  me,  flint  till'  debt  of  the  Oomtqouwealth  of  Peun- 
Bj'lvauia,  redeemed  and  held  by  them  from  the  fourth 
day  of  September,  A.  1).  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  Btxty-five.  lo  the  third  day  of  September,  A.  U.  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ^isty-six,  amounts  to  the 
sum  of  One  million  one  liundred  and  fifty-eight  thou- 
uand  and  nine  dollars  aud  sixty-two  cents,  made  up  as 
follows,  viz: 

Five  per   et-nl.   louu  of   the   Common- 
wealth         f843,:J5G  a" 

Coupon  loan,  313,000  00 

Domestic  creditors, 26  65 

Relief  notes  eancellijd, 626  00 

11,158,009  62 


Now  therefore  as  required  by  the  third  section  of 
the  atf  of  AHsemhly  first  ahovp  mentioned,  I  do  here- 

iviii(-<aiiili>iti.  e\-ii[l•.'<1l^llllH'nl  niu\  liiiiil  dis.']iat';;e  of 
OiK'  ijiilllon.  uxn-  htiniii'i-d  and  liflv  {-i};]it  Mion.-'aiid  and 
nin<-  .i..ll;iis  and  siMy-tiv,,  ,.,-nls  ..f  ihe  iiriii.-i|.al  d.-I.I 
111  till'  <'iJiiiiiiini\vf':i|ili. 

Stall-  III    llarrishiii-    lliis  lliiv.l  (f;iy  of  S,-|,li.inl.rr.  in 
Ihcyiai-  of  our  i,..nl  ..nr  iliou-^iiui  .■ijrlH  hiiiidii'il  anil 
sixlvsix,   and  of  ijiv  rmnnioinv.^itlili    iln-  nincl v-tirst. 
My  Mil-  (iovenior. 
EJiSliffr, 

SeiTofarv  of  Ih,.  ConiKioTiweallh. 
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Proclamation  of  a  Day  of  Thanksgiving. — 1866. 
Feunsylvania,  B8. 
(Signed.)     A.  G.  Curtin. 

X    THE   NAME    AND    BY 

the  aiitbotitj-  of  the  Com- 

hioBwi'altU  of  I'eunsylva- 

iji.   AXDKEW    ti.   CUKTIN, 

lovernoi-  of  the  naid  (.'«i 


wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 
\\']iei-eas  it  hath  been  the  good  aod 
vorftiv  i-iistoin  of  the  Commonwealth 
o  I'-t  aiiart  anmiall.v  a  day  for  the 
Hs)jerial  iKknowledgmcnt  of  llie'  good- 
8  of  llie  Almighty,  and  for  express- 
iiy  the  whole  people,  at  one  time 
juid  with  a  common  voice,  the  Thanks 
and  Praise  which  throughout  the  year  are  springing 
from  the  hearts  of  men. 

Therefore,  I  ANUUEW  O.  CURTIN.  Governor  of 
the  Common  wealth  of  I'enusylvauia,  do  by  this  my 
Pioelamation,  recommend  that  the  good  people  of  the 
Commonwealth  observe  Tlinrsday  tlie  2»th  day  of  No- 
vember next,  as  a  day  of  Thanksgiving  and  Prayer,  and 
to  then  assemble  in  liieir  rtwpective  churches,  and 
places  of  worship,  i  id  make  their  humble  thank-offer- 
ing to  Almighty  (loJ  for  all  His  blessings  daring  the 
jiast  year. 

For  the  almmlant  fjniliered  fruits  of  the  earth; 
For  the  thus  far  uiiitiiiued  activity  of  Industry; 
For  the  general  preservation  of  Health; 
-Vnd  especially  for  (hat  in  Ills  Divine  Mercy,  He  hath 
slayed  the  threatened  Pestilenci', 

And  moriover  tlu't  they  do  beseech  Him  to  con- 
tinue unto  us  all  lli»>  Blensingn  and  to  conllrni  the 
hearts  of  the  People  of  tliesc  United  States  that  hy 
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lilt'  hiwful  forif  of  tlifir  will,  Deeds  of  good  justice, 
wisdom  aDd  nieicy  may  be  done. 

Oiven  iiuder  my  Ihiiid  iiiid  tbe  Great  Seal  of  the 
Slate  at  Hurrigburg,  ibis  twenty-niutb  day  of  October, 
in  tile  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-six,  and  of  the  Cora nion wealth,  the  niiiety- 
flrst. 

By  the  Govi-mor. 

hEli  HIifer, 
Seerelaty  of  tht>  Commonwealth, 
fo 
I 


'roclamation  of  the   Election  of  Representatives  of 
Pennsylvania    in    llie    United    States   Congress. — 
866. 
PenuBylvauiii.  s*i. 
(SiKii.-.l.i     .\.  r.  ciirtln. 


fX  Till-:  N.\MK  .\M>  1!V 
\]i<-  ^lulhoi'Lly  of  th.-  Com- 
ini.nwiMitli    uf   IVnnsvlvii- 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

\Vli.>i,-;is.  Ill  ami  by  iui  .\.l  of  Ibe 
■ii.'ial  .\.-H-mbly  .-f  ilu-  Cinmoii- 
Mltli  |.;isM-d  s.toimI  iliiy  (if  July.  A, 

.nu'  Ihxiisnnd  ciMb)  biiihhvd  ami 
i'lv  iiiiif.  I'liriilrd    -Ah  \vt   relaiiiiK 

i|,c  Kl-.-lioiis  (if  this  r.iiiimou- 
Mll!i."  it  is  .ii;i(b-  tin-  duty  (if  llie 
('.-•-i|it  (if  the  ri'lui'us  of  i1m-  rli'.-tion 
r  Ih.'  House  of  Hi'iiresciitaliv.-s  of 
.  hv  llu-  StTivt;iiv  (if  [III-  ronmioii- 
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wealth,  to  declare  by  Pi'ocliimutiuu  tin-  uames  of  the 
l)er80U8  returned  aa  elected  in  their  respective  Dis 
tricts. 

And  Whereas  thi;  returns  of  the  General  Election 
held  on  Tuesday  the  ninth  day  of  October  last,  in  and 
for  the  several  Districts  for  Members  to  serve  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  term  of  two  years,  from  and  after  the 
fourth  day  of  Mareh  next  have  been  received  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  agree- 
ably to  the  provisions  of  the  above  recited  act,  Where- 
by it  appears  that  in  the  First  District  composed  of 
the  Second,  Third.  Fourth,  Fifth,  Sixth  and  Eleventh 
Wards  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  Samuel  J.  Randall 
has  been  duly  ele.-ti'd.  In  the  Second  District  com- 
posed of  the  First,  Seventh.  Eij^hth,  Ninth  and  Tenth 
Wards  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  Charles  O'Nell  has 
been  duly  elected.  In  the  Third  Disrrict  composed  of 
the  Twelfth,  Thirteenth.  Sixteenth,  Seventeenth, 
Eighteenth  and  Nineteenth  ^\'ard8  in  the  aty  of  Phil- 
adelphia, Leonard  Myers  has  been  duly  elected.  In 
the  Fourth  District  composed  of  the  Fourteenth,  Fif- 
teenth, Twentieth,  Twenty-lirst.  and  Twenty-fourth 
Wards  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  William  D.  Kelley 
has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  Fifth  District  com- 
posed of  the  Twentv-siecond,  Twcuty-third  and  Twenty- 
tiftli  Wards  in  the  CJly  of  Philadelphia  and  the  County 
of  Bucks.  Caleb  X.  Taylor  has  bi-en  duly  elected.  In 
the  Sixth  IHettrict  "ouijmBed  of  the  counties  of  Mont- 
gomery and  I/ehigli  Itenjaiuin  M,  lloyer  has  been  duly 
elected.  In  the  Seventh  District  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Chentei'  and  Delaware,  John  M.  Broomall 
has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  Eighth  District  com- 
posed of  the  Countv  of  Berks.  J.  l^wrence  Getz  has 
been  duly  elected.  In  the  Ninth  District  composed  of 
the  County  of  Lancaster,  Thaddeus  Stevena  haa  been 
duly  elected.  In  tli '  Tenth  District  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Schuylkill  and  I.#banon,  Henry  8.  Cake  haa 
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been  July  electt-d.  In  tbe  Eleveuth  District  coniposed 
of  th'-'  counties  of  Noithamiiton,  Cai'bon,  Monroe.  Pike 
un<l  Wayne.  Daniel  M.  \'iin  Aukt-u  baa  been  duly  eleet- 
p(i.  In  the  Twclftb  District  coiupoBed  of  the  ruiinties 
of  Luzerne  and  t^nRquchanna.  Charles  Denison  has  been 
dnly  fleeted.  In  the  Thirteenth  Distrirt  composed  of 
Ihe  counties  of  Bradford,  Wyomiog,  Hnllivan.  (Wnrn- 
bia  and  .Montour,  I'lysses  Mercur  has  been  duly  elect- 
ed, hi  the  Fourteenth  District  coraposed  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Nortbumberl.ind.  Union,  Snyder,  Juniata  and 
Dauphin,  George  F.  Miller  has  been  duly  elected,  hi 
the  t'Hfteeuth  District  composed  of  Ihe  counties  of 
Ciiinljerland,  York  and  I'eiry,  A.  J.  (ilosabrenner 
hits  been  duly  elected.  In  the  Sixteenth  Dis- 
trict composed  of  the  counties  of  Adams.  Fniuklin. 
Pnlton,  Bedford  and  Somerset,  William  H.  Koontz  has 
been  duly  elected.  In  the  aeventeenth  District  com- 
posed of  the  eonutics  of  Cambria,  Ulair,  Huntingdon 
and  Mifflin,  Daniel  J.  Uon-ell  has  been  duly  elected. 
In  the  Eit,'hteenth  District  eoioiHist^tl  of  the  fonntieo 
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of  the  CouDtiea  of  Laivreuce,  B<*aver,  Washington  and 
Greene,  Geo.  V.  Lawrence  has  been  duly  elected. 

Now  therefore,  I  AXDKEW  G.  CURTIN,  as  afore- 
said, have  issued  this  wy  I'l-oolamation,  herehy  pub- 
lishing and  declariiig  that  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Cbas. 
O'Neil,  Leonard  Myer»,  William  D.  Kelley,  Caleb  X. 
Tayloi',  Benjamin  M,  Hojer,  <Iohu  M.  Broomall,  J.  Law- 
rence Get/.,  Thadde'.iK  Stevens,  Jlenry  L.  Cake,  Daniel 
M.  Van  Anken,  Charles  Denisoii,  UiysBes  Mercur,  Geo. 
V.  Miller,  A,  .1.  Glo^sbrenner,  Wm,  H.  Kooiitz,  Daniel 
J.  Morrell,  Stephen  V.  Wilson,  Glenni  W.  Scofield,  Dar- 
win A.  Finney,  John  C'ovode,  Jas.  K.  Moorhead, 
Thomas  Williams,  and  Geo.  V.  I>awTence  have  been 
relnrued  as  duly  eh'.'ted  In  the  several  Districts  before 
mentioned  as  i{epreseutative«  in  the  Cougrees  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  tenii  of  Two  years  to  commence 
from  and  after  the  t'oiirth  day  of  March  next. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Ilarrisburg,  this  Twenty- seventh  day  of  No- 
vember III  Ihe  year  of  our  L,ord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  8ixiy-iii,\,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the 
ninety-first. 

By   the  Governor. 
Eli  Slifer, 

Seirelary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Annual   Message  to  the   Assembly.— 1867. 
Genllemen: 

WE  HAVE  REASON  TO  BE  THAMvFrLTO  GOD 
for  the  blessings  of  [R'ace,  abundant  crojis,  that 
industry  has  been  rewarded,  and  Ihat  thus  the 
Commonwealth  has  been  able  to  do  her  full  duty  to 
herself,  to  the  country  and  posterity. 

Tlie  condition  of  tjur  finances  is  as  follows: 
Balance    in    Treasury    November    SO, 
1865, .' 12,373,668  14 
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Beceipts  during  fiscal  yiar  I'lidiDg  No- 
vember 30,  1S«G 5.><J1I.I)I1S  54 

Total  in  Tri'asnrj  for  fiscal  year  ending 

Novembw  3U,  18C6, 18,203.330  «8 

Payments  fur  same  ptritid  have  been,  . .       6,462,303  il 

Balimce  in  Treasury.  Dt-iember  1.  ISliti.     *1.741.l»33  2T 

Amount  of  the  publie  debt  as  it  gtood 

on  the  Ilret  day  of  lierembcr,  lt<{m,.  .   *;i7.47(;.25S  illi 
Amount    reduced    at    the 

State   Treasury,   di>ring 

the   fiscal    year   ending 

Nov,     SO,     i«GO,    .■)     pep  _ 

rent,  loan $1,828,553  25 

4i  per  cent,  loan 23.1100  00 

Belief  notes 626  Wi 

I>ompBtic  creditors'  ccrtifi- 

caicH :.'(;(;.- 

i,s.i4.2o.-,  no 

I'lihiir  dctii  Divfiiihi'i-  I.  isiii; *:!.'i,o:;:;.ir,:;  m 

To  wit.  funded  ii-hr 

()  per  .-etii  jixni S;4t)ii,ri:!0  00 

-)  per  cent.  I»;iii ;!lMl7:!,l!il'  :.'.> 

41   per  rent.  I.);ni L*i:!,JOO  01) 

«  per  eenl.  Iinni.  ni:iii;ir>.  ]«•!■  :irt  May 

iri,  isoi L'.M'ii.7r.i 

I'nfnnded  debt,  relji't  Tu.Irs  in  .■iirul;L- 

Intercsl  -■.■Mirjiirs  i.iilshin.liii^- l:!,OS(i  r.ii 

Do  ir.i.hniii.d 4.41^   :tS 

noTlHslii-  ,iedilors-  ,(  It ili.il Ivs IIIMm 
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AtisetB  in  Treasury ; 
Bonds  P<;nn».vlvaDi>i  rstilroad  company,     |6,600,000  00 
Bonds  Philadelphia  and  Erie  Railroad 

company,    3,500,000  00 

Interest  on  bonds  of  Philadelphia  and 

Erie  railroad  company, 1,225,000  00 

Cash  in  Treasury, 1,741,033  27 

113,086,033  27 
Liabilltioe  in  excess  of  assets, 22,530,018  89 

135,622,052  16 

Liabilities  in  excei^s  of  assets,  Novem- 
ber 30.  1861 ?28,148,060  36 

Liabilities  in  excess  of  assets,  Novem- 
ber 30,  1860 22.536,018  89 


Improvement   in   Treasury  since  1861,    |5,612,011  47 


The  extraordinary  expenditures,  during  the  war  and 
since  its  dose,  in  payments  growing  out  of  it  by  au- 
Ihorily  of  aVls  of  .\ssembly,  have  amounted  to  up- 
wards of  live  millions  of  dollars,  which,  added  to  the 
actual  payment  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  l^tate,  and 
money  iu  the  Treasury  for  that  purpose,  shows  the  rev- 
enues, above  the  ordinary  expenditures,  to  have 
amounted  to  JIO.012,000.  which  would  all  have  been 
applied  to  the  payment  of  the  debt  of  the  Pommon- 
wealtli  in  the  last  six  years.  A  caieful  attention  to 
the  revenues  of  the  Commonwealth,  with  such  just 
and  prudent  changes  as  may  be  required  in  the  future, 
and  a  wise  economy  in  expenditure,  will,  in  my  judg- 
ment, ensure  the  satire  payment  of  the  public  debt, 
within  the  period  of  fifteen  years. 

The  time  fixed  for  the  redemption  of  |23,108.626.24 
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or  tbt.'  ind(.-bli-iliK'>w  uf  tlic  i.'onimonweaith  baring  vx- 
pil'od,  I  ivcniiiiiii'iid  That  pruv'miuu  be  made  for  its  re- 
demiitioii,  by  mukiiig  a  new  loan  for  thai  jmqmse,  pay- 
able at  »iii-li  jieriods  aa  tbe  iiroapeclive  revenue's  will 
JUHtify. 

I  ivtur  witb  iiimrli  MitUfueliou,  to  tlie  wiadotu,  pru- 
deuci!  and  cniiioniy  of  the  repn-at-iitutivtis  of  the  peo- 
ple, iu  the  mauagement  of  the  Snaneett  of  the  Com- 
moDWoaItU,  during  ;•  period  of  tu\iL-h  eiubarruxsnient, 
uneertniuly  and  distress,  and  eongi-ntiilale  you  and 
them  on  tla-  near  approach  of  the  entire  liipiidalion  of 
the  public  debt. 

Since  my  laeit  Annual  Message,  1  have  drawn  from 
Uje  Treasury,  two  (houMind  dollars  of  the  fund  placed 
In  the  handv  of  the  (iovernor  for  secret  serviee  and 
other  extraordinary  exijen»en.  whieh  1  have  ex^ieuded 
In  pnynienl  of  my  permiual  »tatT,  and  for  other  pur- 
lioai*0,  UH  heretofoit?,  except  live  hundred  and  Bixty- 
tliive  dullartt  and  forty-eight  cents,  which  I  have  re- 
liirniM)  inlH  the  Tteai^iiry. 

I    iiirsi-nt.   tiir  y.ii.r  ,niisi.l,i;LiiMii.   Ilir  niii.'ii.iinenis 
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of  citizeUH  of  the  United  States — these  are  the  princi- 
ples  which  were  never  aeriouslj'  doubted  anywhere, 
until  after  the  insane  crusade  in  favor  of  Blavery  had 
been  for  some  time  in  progress.  What  is  called  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  Dred  Scott  I'ase,  has  made  it  expedient  and 
proper  to  reassert  these  vital  principles  in  an  authori- 
tative manner,  and  this  is  done  in  the  first  clause  of 
the  proposed  amendinents. 

The  right  of  prescribing  the  qualifications  of  voters 
if*  exercised  by  the  respective  States,  under  the  Consti- 
tution of  178M;  three-fifths  of  Ihe  slaves  were  counted 
in  ascertaining  the  representative  population  of  the 
several  States,  Th';  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
abolished  slavery  in  all  the  States  and  Territories. 
Though  it  was  formerly  otherwise  in  most,  if  not  all, 
of  the  old  Soutlier'i  Slates,  yet  for  many  years  past 
tree  Negroes  have  aot,  in  any  of  the»e,  been  permitted 
to  vote.  At  present,  therefore,  the  late  slave  States 
would  be  entitled  to  count  the  whole  of  their  former 
slave  population,  a^n  basis  for  representation,  instead 
of  three-fifths  thereof.  That  is  to  say,  they  would 
have  in  the  existing  ratio  about  twenty  more  members 
of  Congress  than  they  had  before  slavery  was  abol- 
ished, and  the  free  Siates  would  lose  the  same  number, 
making  a  dilference  of  about  forty  members  of  Con- 
gress, or,  say,  one-sixth  of  the  whole  body.  In  other 
words,  the  treason  of  the  rebellious  States,  the  sup- 
pression of  which  JiaB  f-ost  us  so  many  hundreds  of 
thousand  of  precious  lives,  and  so  many  thousands  of 
millions  of  treasure,  would,  be  rewarded  by  giving 
them  a  vast  inci-ease  of  political  power.  This  ab- 
surdity, the  s<'cond  clause  of  the  proposed  amendments, 
do«)igns  to  prevent,  by  the  just,  equal  and  moderate 
provisions,  that  in  inlnre,  the  representative  popula- 
tion of  each  State  i.hall  be  ascertained  by  making  a 
proportionate  deduction  from  the  whole  population 
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thereof,  if  its  laws  txclude  from  the  privilvge  of  vot- 
ing, aiiy  male  citizens,  Qot  crimiiialH,  of  the  a^^c-  of 
tweat;-oue  jears.  1  have  jet  to  learii  that  anj  plaus- 
ible objection  ean  be  oiletHil  to  such  a  ptovisiioii. 

The  third  eluu&e  of  the  proput^ed  ameniluients  ex- 
cludes from  Cougri?Hb,  and  from  the  College  of  Elec- 
loit*,  and  from  all  offiiee,  civil  and  military,  of  the 
United  Htatee,  or  of  any  Htate,  jjerKons  who,  a»  func- 
tionaries of  the  United  States,  or  as  Executive  or  Ju- 
dicial officers  of  any  State,  have  lieretofort;  Hworu  to 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
afterwards  violated  iheir  oath  by  engaging  in  rebellion 
against  the  same,  iuless  Congress  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thii'dfi,  shall  have  removed  the  disability  of  any  such 
persons. 

The  fourth  clause  attirms  the  validity  of  the  debt  of 
the  United  Stales,  and  prohibits  the  assumption  or  pay- 
ment of  the  rebel  debt,  or  of  any  claims  for  the  Iobs 
or  emancipation  of  any  wlave. 

The  liltli  uhiLiNc  provides  tiiiil  Coiij.'icss  shall  have 
power  to  caU.rci-  Jh  ■  prtn  isi.ins  iii'  the  other  elaii.-*i-s 
by  appr.ipriiUe  le-islalioo. 
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spirit  of  the  Cnnstitutioa.  Th«  power  to  suppress  in- 
Burrectiou,  includes  the  power  of  luuking  provisions 
ugainst  its  breuking  out  afresh.  These  States  have 
made  an  unjust  war  upon  our  Common  Ooyernnient 
and  their  Hister  Stales,  and  the  power  given  by  the 
Constitution  (o  make  war  on  our  part,  includes  the 
powei'  to  dictate,  after  our  aiiceeHs,  the  terms  of  peace 
and  restoration. 

The  power  of  Congress  to  guarantee  to  every  State 
a  Republican  form  of  (ioverument,  would  cover  much 
more  cogent  action  ihan  haa  yet  been  had. 

The  duty  imposed  upon  Congress,  to  provide  and 
maintain  republican  governments  fur  the  i^tates,  is  to 
be  accepted  iu  the  uioadest  meuuing  of  the  term.  It 
is  not  a  mere  formal  or  unnecessary  provision.  The 
power  was  confern-d,  and  the  duty  enjoined,  to  pre- 
serve free  institutiouH  against  all  eucroachmeiits,  or 
the  more  violent  eli^meuts  of  desputism  and  anarchy. 
And  now  that  treason  has,  by  rebellion,  subverted  the 
governments  of  a  number  of  States,  forfeiting  for  the 
people  all  the  rights  guarauleed  by  the  Constitution, 
including  even  those  of  property  and  life,  tlie  work 
of  restoration  for  thcte  States  rests  with  the  National 
tiovernment,  and  it  should  be  faithfully  and  fearlessly 
performed. 

Hy  their  passage  by  Congress^  and  the  declaration 
of  the  people  at  the  late  elections,  the  faith  of  the  na- 
tion i»  pledged  to  the  amendments,  and  they  will  be 
fairly  carried  out,  i'nd  their  benefits  given  to  the  re- 
bellious States.  But  wlien  the  anieuduients  shall  have 
pasHed  into  organic  law,  should  the  people  lately  in  re- 
bellion persist  in  their  rejection,  and  in  continued 
disobedience  and  the  obstrnction  of  the  execution  of 
the  national  law»,  it  will  lie  an  admonition  to  the  na- 
tion that  tlip  animus  and  force  of  treason  still  exist 
among  a  people  who  enjoy  none  of  the  privileges  of 
the  government,  save  of  its  geaiTous  tolerance*     With 
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Iheir  i-ejectiou,  all  hope  of  reconstruction,  with  the 
cu-oticration  of  llie  i-ebeltious  States,  on  a  busia  tlifit 
would  secure  to  the  Uepublic  thif  logical  ffsullB  of  war. 
will  have  vanished,  and  the  duty  must  then  devolve 
u|)OU  Ihe  governnient,  of  iidopting  the  most  ffTcL-tual 
method  to  iseoure  for  tboai-  tStates  the  oharai'tfr  of 
Bovernmenis  demanded  l>y  the  Constitntiou. 
Ihey  are  without  lawful  governments — they  are 
without  municipal  liw,  and  without  any  claim  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  government. 

On  what  principle  nf  law  or  justice  oan  the  rebel- 
lious Slates  complain,  if  after  they  have  rejected  the 
fair  and  magnanimous  terms  upon  which  they  an.'  of- 
fered brotherhood  with  us,  and  a  participution  in  all 
the  blessings  of  oui-  freedom,  aud  they  have  refused. 
If  the  government,  in  the  exercise  of  its  powers, 
should  enter  anew  upon  the  work  of  re-const  ruction 
at  the  very  foundation;  aud  then  the  uecessity  will 
be  forced  upon  us  to  discard  all  discnmination  in  favor 
of  the  I'nemies  of  our  iiationatity,  to  give  us  and  flieni 
enduring  I'tei'doiii  ^lud   iuijiail j;il  jiislin-. 

Till-  <-iinsliMilii.ii  li:is  deliTied  Ireasou.  and  luis  ^iveu 

essiirv.      Il   has  11..I   riovidi-d.  ill  di'lail.  the  iH'Uis  to  hi- 
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ID  our  councils  in  the  decision  of  the  question  of  what 
their  punishment  shall  he. 

Practically,  common  sense  determined  the  question 
of  their  right  so  to  participate,  when  Congress  pro- 
ceeded in  the  enactment  of  laws,  after  the  surrender 
of  the  last  rebel  military  force.  It  was  determined 
again,  when  the  now  pending  amendments  were  pro- 
posed by  Congress,  If  two-thirds  of  Congress,  as  now 
constituted,  could  lawfully  propose  those  amendments, 
then  threefourths  rf  the  States,  not  excluded  from 
representation  in  Congress,  form  a  sufficient  majority 
to  effect  their  lawful  adoption.  It  was  determined 
again  by  the  formal  sanction  of  both  the  great  political 
parties,  when  Congivss,  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote, 
declared  the  rebellious  States  without  the  right  of 
represeuliition  in  the  Electoral  College  in  1864. 

We  ought  to  go  ou  resolutely  and  rapidly,  with  ail 
measures  deemed  ne<ee8ary  to  the  future  safety  of 
the  country,  so  that  all  parts  of  it  may,  at  the  earliest 
day.  be  restored  to  just  and  equal  political  privileges. 

The  annual  report  of  Hon.  Thomas  H,  Burrowes, 
Superintendent  of  i!ie  mainteniince  and  education  of 
the  soldiers'  orphans,  will  exhibit  the  present  condi- 
tion and  the  result  thus  far  of  that  undertaking, 
Xearly  three  thousiutd  of  the  destitute  children  of  the 
brave  men  who  laid  down  their  lives  that  the  nation 
might  live,  ale  now  not  only  comfortably  provided  for 
and  guarded  from  temptation,  but  are  receiving  an 
fducaiiou  which  will  lit  them  to  re-pay  the  care  of 
the  State. 

The  ai)iiropriatioii  made  for  thi.'»  purpose,  at  the  last 
KesKion.  has  been  «u!licient  to  meet  all  expenses  of 
ihe  financial  year  jusi  closed.  And  I  recommend  what- 
ever a])proprintion  may  be  necessary,  to  continue  and 
perfect  the  system  under  which  the  schools  are  con- 
ducted, 

Tlipre  ran  be  no  doubt  that  the  appropriation  will 
48— Vol.  Viri— 4th  Ser, 
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be  iiiifde.  Were  I  lo  select  uuy  Slate  iiiteroef  wbk-li 
1  would  more  waimir  commend  to  your  promjit  atleii- 
tion  and  liberality  ihuu  anotlier.  it  wonid  be  this.  All 
I'enns.vlvaiiiaMs  are  i'roml  of  it,  and  il  Vies  near  lUe 
tiearta  of  all  true  :nen. 

Owing  to  the  greater  destitiiiiou  iiiid  waul  of  iu- 
formiitiou  ou  tlio  part  of  tlieir  relatives,  the  orpUanit 
of  our  colored  soldiers  may  require  some  special  at- 
tention. Perhaps  Huthority  to  the  State  Superinten- 
deiit.  to  use,  for  a  »hurt  time,  the  services  of  an  agent, 
to  ascertain  their  number  and  claims,  and  brinj:  fliem 
into  the  sclionls  that  may  be  provided  for  them,  will 
be  sufficient.  Tlie  whole  number  in  tlie  State  is  not 
large,  of  whom  a  few  have  already  been  temporarily 
[irovided  foi-. 

I  recommend  that  provision  be  made  for  the  mainte- 
nance, of  such  of  our  soldiers  as  are  iu  povei-ty,  and 
have  been  so  maime>l  as  to  prevent  them  from  securing 
a  livelihood  by  their  labor,  by  renting  buildings  at 
once,  nr  wiicli  other  ii'eans  a**  vou  innv  deem  wise  and 
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finities,  the  Bystem  hiis  alwajB  been  iu  duDger  of  beiiig 
abused  foi"  partisan  purpoeea.  Duriug  the  last  six 
years,  it  has  been  frequently  so  abused,  in  many  of  the 

To  secure,  as  far  as  possible,  the  adniinistration  of 
equal  justice  hereafter,  I  recommend  that  jury  com- 
missioners shall  be  elected  in  each  county,  in  the  same 
manner  as  iuspectoi's  of  elections  are  chosen,  each 
citizen  voting  for  oa-i  jury  commissioner,  and  the  two 
persons  having  the  iiighest  number  of  votes  to  be  the 
jury  commissioners  of  the  respective  county,  to  per- 
form the  same  duti-is,  in  the  selection  of  jurors,  that 
are  now  imposed  upon  the  sheriff  and  county  commis- 
sioners. 

It  is  impossible  to  provide,  in  all  respects,  for  the 
increasing  and  changing  interests  of  our  people,  by 
the  enactment  of  general  laws,  but  to  a  large  extent 
it  is  practicable  to  relieve  the  Legislature  from  spe- 
cial legislation  whicb  is  demanded  and  occupies  so 
much  of  its  sessions.  Special  legislation  is  generally 
passed  without  due  consideration,  much  of  it  at  the 
close  of  the  session,  mid  is  chielly  objectionable  from 
the  partiality  with  which  powers  and  privileges  are 
eonf  erred. 

I  agaiji  recommend  the  passage  of  general  laws, 
when  it  is  at  all  practicable,  and  in  this  connection 
recommend  the  passage  of  a  general  law,  regulating 
railroads  now  existing  and  the-  incorporation  of  new 
companies,  so  that  ho  fur  as  possible  there  may  be 
just  uniformity  iu  the  fiancliiui':^  granted,  and  equal 
facitilies  atTorded  to  the  people  of  all  sections  of  the 
Common  wealth. 

There  are  at  this  time,  in  the  various  prisons,  a  num- 
ber of  persons  under  sentence  of  death,  some  of  tbem 
for  Uiany  years,  and  as  it  has  become  a  custom  that 
an  incoming  (ioveruor  should  not  issue  a  warrant  of 
execution  in  i-ases  unacted  on  by  his  predecessor,  it 
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iKit  imfi-<HiueutI,v  lifi]>p<?iiB  that  in  many  cases,' 8bm@~ 
of  which  are  rort^nt,  whiip  sonif  punislimeut  should  bf 
inllii-ted,  that  of  death  niaj-  appear  to  the  Execiitivt- 
to  be  too  Biivere. 

1  ciirncHtly  repeat  my  recommoudation  heretofore 
titade,  that  proviBion  be  made  for  the  reception  of  snch 
Iiereona  iuto  the  penitentiaries,  who  may  be  pardoned 
on  c'ouditioD  of  reiuiiiuiug  a  limited  time  therein. 

I  re-appointed  Hon.  C.  H.  (.'oburn,  Superintendent  of 
l-'omiiinn  SchoulH,  on  the  expiration  of  his  term  in  June 
last,  and  he  continned  at  the  head  of  that  Department 
until  the  lirsl  of  November,  when  he  resigned,  and  1 
uppolnled  Col,  J.  P.  WiciterBhom.  It  is  dm?  to  Mr.  Col- 
burn  to  say,  that  he  fulfilled  all  the  duties  of  his  oHice 
faithfully  and  efflciently.  It  appears  from  his  report, 
that  there  were  in  the  school  ye:ir  of  18G3,  1,8(!3  school 
dlKlriots  in  the  State;  13,146  schools;  16,141  teachers, 
and  T2a,SV2  pnpils,  with  an  average  attendance  of  478,- 
0B6.  The  total  cost  of  the  school  system,  for  the  en- 
tin-  Stjitf,  iTirlmliii^'  l;ix''s  li-vioi!  ;iiid  Stiilc  aiiproprin 
(ion,   \\;is   fill'   ihc    \c;ir    ISW.   >:4,l!)r.,L'.-.S.,-i7.     Tin-   in- 
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act  relating  to  the  i»assage  of  flsli  in  tbe  iSusquehannu, 
and  Invite  your  attention  to  tbem,  and  the  reports  of 
the  Survejor  (.Jeneral  and  Adjutant  General. 

The  Agency  at  Washington  should,  in  my  judgment, 
be  continued.  It  has  proved  very  usetui  in  all  re- 
spects, and  (specially  to  our  volunteers  and  their  fami- 
lies. 

Four  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety  claims  hare 
passed  through  the  Agency  during  the  past  year,  and 
three  hundred  and  ^^Uven  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
three  dollars  has  been  collected  from  tbe  Government 
and  transmitted  to  the  claimants  free  of  charge. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  continue  the  office  of  Chief 
of  Transportation,  is  there  are  unsettled  accounts  with 
railroad  companies  iind  the  Xational  (iovernmeot,  and 
duties  to  be  performed  in  the  removal  and  care  of 
bodies  of  the  dead,  which  require  it.  An  additional 
appropriation  will  be  required  for  this  Department. 

I  earnestly  recommend,  in  justice  to  the  living  and 
the  dead,  that  our  military  history  be  pushed  forward 
vigorously,  and  that  money  for  that  purjHtae  be  appro- 
priated. 

The  trustees  of  the  State  Lunatic  hospital  represem 
that  it  is  impossible'  for  them  to  accommodate  and 
care  for  the  numlK-r  of  patients  committed  to  them 
under  tbe  laws  regulating  admissions  into  the  hospital, 
and  earnestly  recommend  that  provision  be  made  for 
increased  accommodation. 

I  need  not  say  that  tbe  institution  is  carefully  and 
economically  manaj^ed,  or  to  refer  to  the  great  good 
it  has  i)roduced;  and  !hat  I  cordially  unite  in  the  state- 
ment and  recommendations  of  the  memorial  herewith 
presented. 

1  invite  your  attenrion  to  the  condition  of  the  Ar- 
senal. 

It  is  too  small — unsafe  as  a  depository  for  the  large 
amount  of  valuable  military  material  to  be  kept  in  it, 
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aud  ie,  in  all  resp^L-ts,  iQcoDvenient  and  not  adaptt'd 
to  it«  piirposeB. 

Much  iuconvenieme  waa  exjH_'rienced  duriDg  the  war 
foi'  want  of  sufficieiii  room  and  safety,  and  I  recom- 
mead  that  grouud  he  procured  aiid  a  new  and  cora- 
modiouB  ai'scna]  be  fretted  id  or  uear  the  Capital  of 
the  State. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature  I  drew  my 
warrant  on  the  Treitatiry  for  five  thousand  dollarx,  ap- 
propriated to  the  National  Cemetery  at  Antietam,  and 
appointed  Major  General  Jno.  R.  Brooke,  trustee  to 
represent  the  State.  Before  the  warrant  was  drawn 
I  appointed  Colonel  Wni,  H.  HIaii-  and  Captain  J. 
Merrill  Linn,  who  "xaniined  the  ground  and  made  a 
full  inrestigation,  fheir  report  of  whieh  accompanies 
thie  message.  It  will  be  noticed  that  they  report  seven 
hundred  and  uinety-»even  bodies  of  renueylvanians 
that  will  be  removed  into  the  cemetery,  and  re<:oni- 
mend  an  additional  i.ppropriation,  in  which  I  most  cor- 
dially unite, 

I  cannot  close  my  lust  .\imu;il  .Mcssatrc.  wilhoiii  re- 
newing llic  expression  of  my  jri'iitittide  to  ilii-  fri'cTiicn 
of  the  Couimouivealtli.  for   ihc  licurlv  iiiiproval   wilh 
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tliat  dul^v  Dot  to  be  limited  to  tlie  merely  putting  of 
men  into  the  floid  to  suppress  treason  aud  rebellion, 
and  maintain  the  nacional  life,  and  doing  of  everything 
ill  my  power  to  sustain  the  just  war  forced  upon  us.  1 
felt  also  bound,  as  far  an  I  could,  to  protect  and  pro- 
mote the  rights  and  comforts  of  our  volunteers,  after 
they  had  left  the  Stite,  to  aid  and  relieve  the  sick  and 
wounded,  and  to  cai-e  for  the  transmission,  to  their  be- 
reaved families,  of  ;lie  precious  bodies  of  the  slain,  and 
the  maintenance  and  education  of  their  orphans  as 
honored  children  of  the  country. 

To  have  been  the  i;hief  Magistrate  of  this  great  Com- 
monwealth, during  the  period  through  which  we  have 
passed,  and  to  have  turned  and  maintained  (if  indeed 
1  have  done  so)  th-;  confidence  and  affection  of  her 
people  and  their  representatives,  are  quite  enough  to 
t^ttsfy  the  highest  ambition,  and  in  my  retirement 
from  the  high  trust  given  me,  I  pray  God  that  the 
State  may  continue  to  grow  in  power  and  strength, 
and  her  people  in  laosperity  and  happiness. 

A.  (J.  OUETIN. 
Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  li,  lS(i7. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  the  Compensation  of 
Colonel  C.  M.  Burton  for  His  Services  in  Behalf 
of  Sick  and  Wounded  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  8,  1867. 
Gentlemen: 

IN  THE  KI'MMER  OF  1XI>1>.  AFTER  THE  BATTLES 
on    the    Peninsiilii,    large   nunibei's    of   sick   and 
wounded   Pennsylvania   volunteers   were   carried 
to  New  York,  where  [  found  them  in  hospitals.     Find- 
ing it  ueceseary  for  their  comfort,  and  to  facilitate 
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thoir  trau»purtaliou  to  tlif  State,  I  apiiointvd  Colonel 
0,  M.  Burton  agt'nt  for  that  purpose.  Tbere  were,  at 
that  time,  »oine  four  or  five  thousand  Peunsjivaiiians 
in  and  about  the  cic.v  of  New  York,  and  Colonel  Bur- 
ton gave  them  faittiful  attention,  receiving  supplies 
from  the  State,  and  friends  at  home,  and  in  distrib- 
uting tbt-m,  and  in  having  them  transported  to  hos- 
pitnlB  in  the  State,  and  to  their  homes.  For  five 
months  lie  was  almost  constantly  engaged  in  hiu  work, 
and  afterwards  continued  to  perform  any  duty  asked 
of  him. 

He  expended  over  one  thousand  dollars,  which  has 
never  been  paid  to  him,  por  has  lie  ever  received  any 
componBation. 

lu  consequence  of  his  not  pushing  his  accounts,  and 
delays  in  setttfuipiits.  there  ia  now  no  fund  from 
which  payment  cau  be  made,  and  I  rec'ommeiid  that 
an  appropriation  be  made  for  that  purpose. 

I  need  not  say  that  the  State  haa,  heretofore,  re- 
Hpondi'd  to  all  di'iininds  of  lliis  cliiiracliT  promptly, 
and  (hat  Ihis  daim  ir^  iii.TJK.iiuus  and  should  be  paid. 
.\.  (J.  CUHTIN. 


I 


To  tlie  As'^cinhly  \"etoins;   "An   Act  lo   hicnrporate 
the   Pco|,lc\   Snviii.i;-^    l!ank   of    I'ranklin."" 

Kx.-nilivi-  riiambcr. 
Ilari'ii'lnir^'.  -Iniiuary  S,  ItHu. 
Centlcmen: 

IIIEIIKWITII    IfKTrUX    TO    TIM-;    SKXATK.    IN 
wliicli  il  oii-;inal,-<l.  Iiill  No.  7!)S,  ctilid.tl  ".\u  Art 
lo    ini-orimnile    llie    People'.-*    Savintjs    Bank    of 
Franklin."  wilh  my  objoclious  lo  the  same. 

The  (weuly-lifth  M'cliou   of  tlie   firsi   article  of  the 
Cotislitiilioii  de^'lar^'f!,  Ilial  liei'oafli'i-  no  corporate  body 
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shall  be  created,  renewed  or  extended,  with  banking 
or  discounting  priviJeycs.  without  six  months'  previons 
notice  of  the  intended  appliontiou,  in  such  manner  as 
shall  he  provided  by  law,"  and  the  second  section  of 
the  act  of  May  1,  18ot,  directs  the  manner  in  which  the 
notice  shall  be  given. 

Tliis  bill  confers  hanking  and  discounting  privileges, 
and  us  no  notice  of  tue  application  was  given,  ia  clearly 
unconstitutional. 

I  have  therefore  withheld  my  signature  from  this 
bill. 

A.  G.  CUBTIN. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  '"A  Further  Supplement  to 
an  Act  Entitled  'An  Act  to  Incorporate  the  Kersery 
Oil  and  Mineral  Company.'  " 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  8,  1867. 
Gentlemen: 

1    HEREWITH   RETURN   TO   THE   SENATE,   IN 
which  it  originated,  bill  No.  971,  entitled  "A  fur- 
ther supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  .\ct  to 
incorporate  the  Kers'?ry  oil  and  mineral  company,'  ap- 
proved the  Ist  day  cf  May,  A.  ]).  1861." 

The  third  section  of  this  bill  authorizes  the  president 
and  treasurer  of  thi_'  company  to  issue  bonds  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  seventy-five  thousand  dollars 
per  mile,  bearing  interest  at  seven  p<'r  cent,  per  an- 
num, independent  of  tlie  stockholders  or  direclors,  and 
without  any  limitation  as  to  price  at  which  they  may 
be  sold.  And  the  'econd  section  repeals  so  much  of 
the  act  of  incorporation  of  the  company,  as  requires 
the  president  and  treasurer  to  be  members  of  the  board 
of  directors. 


7^12 
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Sucli  lit)  rest  rained  •.'Otitrul  over  the  credit  aadmeane 
of  the  corporation  caunot  be  justified  on  any  printiple, 
and  I  cannot,  therelore,  approve  this  bill. 

A.  G.  CUKTIN. 


To  ihe  Assenilily  \'etoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
tlie  Hazleton  Deposit  Bank  and  Trust  Company," 
Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  8.  1867, 
Gentlemen : 

IHEKEWITU    KETURN   TO   THE   SENATE,   IN 
which  it  originated,  bill  Xo.   1590.  entitled  "Au 
Act  to  incorpoi-nte  the  Hazleton  Deposit  Bank  and 
Ipnst  company,"  with  my  objections  to  thes 

The  twenty-liftL  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
Constitution  declares,  that  "hereafter  no  corporate 
body  Rbiill  b..  rTciite.1.  rcncwi'd  or  cxti-ndcd  with  bank- 
iiili  01-  discdtiiilinn  inivilcfirs.  williuiil  six  tiionlhs'  pre- 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 

the  City   Deposit  Bank  and  Trust  Company  of 

Scranton." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  8,  1867. 

UeutlemeD : 
r  HEREWITH  RETURN  TO  THE  SENATE,  IN 
I  wbkh  it  originated,  bill  No.  1381,  entitled  "An 
Act  to  iDcorporate  the  City  Deposit  Bank  and 
trust  company  of  Mtranton,"  with  my  objectiona  to 
the  same. 

The  twenty-fifth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
Constitution  declaree,  that  "hereafter  no  corporate 
body  shall  be  created,  renewed  or  extended,  with  bank- 
ing or  discounting  privileges,  without  six  months'  pre- 
vious notice  of  the  intended  application  in  Hucb  man- 
ner aH  shall  be  provided  by  law,"  and  the  second  section 
of  the  act  of  May  1,  1851,  directs  the  manner  in  which 
the  notice  shall  be  ^iven. 

This  bill  confers  banking  and  discounting  privileges, 
and  as  no  notice  of  the  application  was  given,  is  clearly 
unconstitutional. 

I  have  therefore  withheld  my  signature  from  this 
bill. 

A.  G.  CUETIN. 

To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Authorize 
James  Y.  Brady,  Late  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
South  Malioning  Township,  Indiana  County,  to  Is- 
sue Process  on  His  Dockets." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  8,  1867, 
Gentlemen : 

[HEREWITH   RETURN   TO  THE   SENATE,   IN 
which  it  originated,  bill   No.  1818,  entitled  "An 
Act  to  authorize  James  Y.  Brady,  late  a  justice 
of  the  peace  in  South  Mahoning  township,  Indiana 


couutj,  to  isMiie  pi'oci^Bs  on  bis  dockets,"  witli  my  objec- 
tioDs  to  tlie  same. 

Thifi  bill  proposes  to  authorize  James  Y.  Brady,  late 
a  jubtiee  of  the  pe  ice,  to  retain  his  dockets  and  pro- 
ceed to  settle  and  conclude  the  uiiflniehed  business 
thereon,  and  for  that  purpose  to  issue  process  as  if 
he  were  stilt  a  justice,  during  two  yeai*>  from  the  pass- 
age of  this  act. 

The  Constitution  provides  that  justices  of  the  peace 
shall  be  elected  by  llie  people,  and,  therefore,  this  bill. 
which,  in  effect,  appoints  Mr.  Brady  a  justice  of  the 
peace  for  a  limited  ;>ui-pose  and  time,  ia  in  conflict  with 
the  provisions  of  thi  Constitution  above  referred  to. 

I  have  therefore  withheld  my  signature  from  this 
bill. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Minors'  Doi)usit  Iliiiik  and  Trust  Company." 
Kx,-.ulive  rhiimb.T. 
llariishiii;:,  .laniiary  ><,    1SI17. 
ticntk'incn: 

IlltniiaVITll    liKTlKN    TO    TIIK    ShlNATK.    IN 
whi.h   ii   oripiu.ilvd,  bill   No.    14:i!l.  i-niitlcd  "An 
An   IM  iiic<ir|ioi;!t(>  the  Miii'-r.^'  l)c[..isi(  naiik  and 
trust  ((nniiiiiiy."  wi.lli  my  olijcd  iims  In  the  same. 

The  tweuly-tifth  si-clioTi  of  ih.-  lirsl  article  of  the 
l.'imstiliiti.iii  di'ilaies,  (hat  ■'hori'afli'r  no  .■orporali- 
body  Khali  he  cn-al.-.l,  rmowed  or  e.M.'nd.-d  with  liaiik 
in^'or  disioiinliny  .^Hvilcf-rs.  willuiiil  six  nLOullis'  pre- 
vious iiotii-i'  of  (he  niloTHleil  aiiiiii.'alion.  ia  sarh  ta;in- 
!■(■]■  as  shall  he  ]jrovidfd  Iiy  law,'"  ami  Ihc  socoiid  sec- 
tion of  Ihi-  a.l  of  May  1.  isr,l,  .liivrls  tli.'  maimer  to 
wliH'h  Ihc  n(.li<-ef*hall  W  srivcn. 

This  bill  ronfiTs  biiakins  and  disroiintinf:  prJvile[:<>K. 
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and  as  no  notice  of  tlie  application  was  given,  is  clearly 
uncoDstitutional. 

I  have  therefore  wittilield  my  xignuture  from  tbia 
bill. 

A.  G.  fUBTlN. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  James  P.  Wickersham 
Superintendent  of  Common  Schools. 

Exeentive  Chamber, 
Harrisbiirg,  January  2,  1867. 
Son»toi-»: 

AVAClANCV  nAVINC  Ol.'t.iritREU  IX  THE  OF- 
flce  of  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  by 
the  i-esignation  of  Otiarles  R,  Coburn,  Esq.,  on 
the  1st  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1866,  in  accordance 
with  tho  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  18th  of  April,  A.  D.  185T,  ecporatiug  the  State 
and  School  DepartmentB,  I  appointed  Col.  Jas.  P. 
Wickersham,  of  the  county  of  Lancaster,  to  be  Super- 
intendent of  Common  Schools  of  fliis  Commonwealth, 
for  the  unexpired  tei-m  of  the  said  Charles  R,  Coburn, 
Esq..  viz:  Until  the  liist  Monday  of  June.  A.  D.  1869, 
subject  to  the  advii'L-  and  consent  of  the  Senate  of 
i'enneylvania. 

A.  (i.  CUKTIN. 
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the  Assembly  Concerning  Certain  Acts  Approved 
ly  the  Governor,  with  Documents  Relating 
'hereto. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrishiirg,  January  10.  1867. 
^ntlemen; 

N  TIIK  EI.KVEXTH  DAY  OF  DECEMBER 
last.  I  aiguetJ  bills  entitled  "A  supplement  to 
the  art  incorporating  the  SusquehannH  boom 
ipany,  authorizing  the  erectian  of  a  dam.  and  al- 
ing  increase  of  'oils,"  and  "An  Act  declaratory  of 
law  relating  to  t:iking  up  lumber,  and  prohibiting 
floating  of  loose  saw-logs  in  the  Susquehanna  river, 
ween  the  town  ot  Xorthumberland  and  the  line  of 
Slate  of  Maryland,"  and  1  have  this  day  trans- 
ted  to  the  House  of  Repreneuta lives,  where  these 
s  originated,  message  giving  my  reasiona  for  approv- 
the  same,  together  with  copieB  of  certain  papers 
.ting  thereto,  which  remain  on  file  in  the  office  of 
Scci-etiiry  of  111.-  ( j.iiimtiiiwi-iillli. 

A.  (J.  CIKTIN. 


JOHN    WHITE 
GEARY. 
Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth, 

1867-1873. 


Chapter  III. 

JOHN  WHITE  GEARY, 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth. 

1867-1873- 


IT  IB  RAKE  THAT  ONE  MAN  iR  HONORED 
with  the  (rhief  iiiagistracy  of  two  gri'at  OommOD- 
wealtiia.  (iovcruoi-  M'Kt'aii  was  Governor  l)Oth 
of  Delaware  and  Pennsylvania,  and  Governor  Geary 
eame  to  the  eiirule  oliair  of  the  Keystone  State  pre- 
pared by  a  term  of  service  as  (5ovei-nor  of  Kansas, 
ond  with  a  record  of  having  previously  deelined  the 
Governorship  of  Utah. 

Born  in  Westmoreland  county  in  1819.  young 
Geary's  education  hcing  broken  in  upon  by  the  death 
of  his  father,  he  opened  a  school  to  provide  for  his 
mother  and  to  enable  him  later  to  complete  bis  own 
education.  Successfnl  in  both,  tie  was  duly  graduated 
from  Jefferson  CoUene,  and,  after  a  short  experience  of 
mercantile  life,  prepared  himself  for  the  profession  of 
civil  engineering,  meanwhile  studying  law  and  being 
admitted  to  the  bar.  After  some  time  passed  in  en- 
gineering work  in  Kentucky,  he  became  Assistant  Su- 
perintendent and  Engineer  of  *he  Allegheny  Portage 
Railroad. 

(769) 
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Upon  tlip  doclarntion  of  war  with  Mexico  in  1846,  Mr. 
Oeary  ralstid  a  i-ompaDj  called  the  "American  High- 
landers," in  Cambria  toiiulj;'.  This  coniiMiny  was  later 
consolidated  with  the  Second  Pennsylvania,  and  he 
5¥a»  oomniiasioned  as  Lieutenant  Colonel.  He  was 
voiiiidi'd  a(  tlic  Htoriiiing  oF  ChapullfiH-c,  Iinf  con- 
tinued in  till'  service,  succeeding  to  the  Colonelcy  ot 
the  reginieut  shorlly  after  the  surreiuier  of  the  City 
.of  Mexico.  Id  rci'ognilion  of  hiw  service  during  the 
war,  hv.  was  appuimed,  in  1849,  Postmaster  of  San 
j^rancisco  and  Mail  .\gcnt  for  the  Pacific  coast,  charged 
with  the  duty  of  •>»tahlishing  postal  routes,  making 
_  contracts  for  carrying  the  mails  and  appointing  post- 
[masters  Ihroughout  thi-  Territory.  He  had  hardly  or- 
^^niKed  his  work  an^l  gotten  his  system  into  smoothly 
moving  order  whpii  a  political  revolution  caused  him 
to  be  supplanted.     .\  week  had  harely  plnj)spd  before 
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alty.  His  adininistvatiOQ  there  was  characterised  by 
singular  success.  Witliin  a  month  lie  was  able  to 
suppress  the  active  Itostilities  between  the  pro-slavery 
and  anti-slavery  parties,  and  to  maintain  peace.  Upon 
the  accession  of  Mr.  l>nchannan  to  the  presidency,  real- 
i7,ing  that  he  should  not  have  the  support  of  the  ex- 
ecutive in  his  policy,  he  immediately  resigned,  and  re- 
turned to  hte  Pennsylvania  home. 

Upon  the  opening  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  be 
raised  a  regiment,  ihe  28th  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
commissioned  its  Colonel.  He  was  promoted  Briga- 
dier General  of  Volunteers  in  1862  and  wounded  at 
Cedar  Itfountain.  Upon  bis  return  to  duty  he  was  as- 
signed to  the  commnnd  of  the  Second  Division  of  the 
Twelfth  Corps,  which  he  commanded  at  Fredericks- 
burg, Cbancelloraville,  Gettysburg,  Waubatchie  and 
Lookout  Mountain,  being  wounded  at  Chancellorsville. 
He  continued  to  command  his  division,  then  forming 
a  part  of  the  20th  Corps,  during  Sherman's  march  to 
the  Sea.  in  course  of  which  he  participated  in  more 
than  a  dOKen  distinct  engagements,  and  was  appointed 
Military  Governor  )f  Savannah,  at  which  time  he  was 
breveted  Major  General  of  Volunteers.  He  partici- 
pated with  his  command  in  the  grand  review  at  Wash- 
ington, after  which  iir  was  mustered  out  and  returned 
to  his  home. 

He  had  hardly  arrived,  however,  when  the  Repub- 
lican party  tendered  him  the  nomination  for  the  Gov- 
ernorship and  electi'il  him  by  a  large  majority,  and 
three  years  later,  he  m  as  re-elected,  still  with  an  ample 
majority.  His  administration  was  characterized  by 
firmness,  kindness  j:nd  ability.  He  was  strongly  op- 
posed to  personal  legislation  and  used  the  veto  power 
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freely  as  evidence  of  \\\\\  opinions.  It  was  exceedingly 
appropriate  tliat  duiin<^  his  administration  the  State 
should  have  erected  and  dedicated  upon  the  Capitol 
Ground©  a  monunieni  to  the  heroes  of  the  Mexican 
War. 

Governor  Geary,  upon  retiring  from  office,  continued 
to  reside  in  Ilarrisburg  and  began  to  arrange  numer- 
ous plans  for  business  enterprises,  which,  however, 
were  brought  to  naught  by  his  sudden  death  on  the 
8th  of  February,  1873.  He  w.is  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania from  January  15,  18G7,  to  January  21,  1873. 
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Inaugural  Address  as  Governor  of  Kansas, 
Fellow  Citizens: 

I  APPEAR  AMONG  YOU  A  STRANGER  TO  MOST 
of  you,  and  for  the  first  time  have  the  honor  to 
address  you  a»  Governor  of  the  territory  of  Kan- 
eaa.  The  position  was  not  sought  by  me;  but  was 
voluntaiilj  tendered  by  the  present  Chief  Magistrate 
of  the  nation.  As  an  American  citizen,  deeply  con- 
KCiouB  of  the  blessings  which  overflow  from  our  be- 
loved Union,  I  did  not  consider  myself  at  Liberty  to 
shrink  from  any  duties,  however  delicate  and  onerous, 
required  of  me  by  my  country.  With  a  full  knowledge 
of  all  the  circumstances  surrounding  the  Executive,  1 
have  deliberately  .tccepted  it,  and  as  God  may  give 
me  strength  and  ability,  I  will  endeavor  faithfully  to 
discharge  its  varied  re^juiremeots.  When  I  received 
my  commisBion  I  was  solemnly  sworn  to  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  t.'.  S.  and  to  discharge  my  duties 
as  Governor  of  Kansas,  with  fidelity.  By  reference 
to  the  act  for  the  on^anization  of  this  Territory  passed 
by  Congress  on  the  liUth  day  of  March,  1854,  I  find  my 
duties  more  particularly  defined.  Among  other  tbinge 
I  am  "to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  exe- 
cuted." 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  or- 
ganic law  of  this  Territory  will  be  the  lights  by  which 
I  will  be  guided  in  my  executive  career. 

A  careful  and  disnassionate  examination  of  our  or- 
ganic act  will  satisfy  any  reasonable  i>erson  that  its 
provisions  are  eminently  just  and  beneficial.  If  this 
act  has  been  distorted  to  unworthy  purposes,  it  is  not 
the  fault  of  its  provisious.  The  great  leading  feature 
of  that  act  is  the  rijht  therein  conferred  upon  the  ac- 
tual and  bona-flde  inhabitants  of  this  territory  "in  the 
exercise  of  self  government,  to  determine  for  them- 
selves what  shall  he  their  own  domestic  institutions, 
subject  only  to  the  Constitution,  and  the  laws  duly  en- 
acted b.v  Congress  'luder  it."     The  people,  accustomed 
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to  BL'lf-gyvLTiimi'ut  ill  tbe  States  from  whence  they 
i-ame,  and  having  diiovtd  to  this  territory  with  the 
bona-flde  intention  uf  making  it  their  future  residente, 
were  siipposed  to  be  rapable  of  creating  their  own  mii- 
uicipal  government  and  to  be  thu  best  judges  of  their 
own  local  neceeeitiea  and  institutionB.  This  is  what 
IB  termed  "popular  sovereignty."  By  this  phrase  we 
Bimply  mean  the  right  of  the  majority  of  the  jieople  of 
the  several  States  and  Territories,  being  qualified  elec- 
tors, to  regulate  their  own  domestic  concerns,  and  to 
make  their  own  municipal  laws.  Thus  understood, 
this  doctrine  underlii'S  the  whole  system  of  republican 
government.  It  is  the  great  right  of  aelf-govermuent, 
for  the  eetablishiueat  of  which  our  unceators,  in  the 
stormy  days  of  the  Revolution,  pledged  "their  lives, 
their  fortunes  and  their  sacred  honor." 

A  doctrine  so  eminently  just  should  receive  the  will- 
ing homage  of  every  Americau  citizen.  When  legiti- 
mately expressed  and  duly  ascertained,  the  will  of  tbe 
majority  must  be  the  iuiperatfvi'  rule  of  civil  action  for 
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Bpective  advocatfs,  suggcetive  of  peace  to  Kansae, 
Lave  been  alternately'  proposed  nnd  rejected.  Men  out- 
side of  the  Territory,  in  various  sections  of  the  Union, 
influenced  by  reasons  best  known  to  themestvee,  have 
endeavored  to  stir  up  internal  strife,  and  to  array 
brother  against  brother. 

In  this  condiet  of  opinion,  and  for  the  promotion  of 
the  most  worthy  purposes,  Kansas  is  left  to  suffer,  her 
people  to  Dioui'u,  ind  her  prosperity  is  endangered. 
Is  there  no  remedy  for  these  evils?  Cannot  the 
wounds  of  Kansas  Ik'  healed  and  peace  be  restored  to 
all  her  borders? 

Men  of  the  Nortli — men  of  the  South — of  the  East, 
and  of  the  West,  in  K'ansas^you,  and  you  alone,  have 
the  remedy  in  your  hands.  Will  you  uot  suspend  fra- 
tricidal strife?  Will  you  not  cease  to  regard  each 
other  OB  enemies,  lud  look  upon  one  another  as  the 
childreu  of  a  common  mother,  and  come  and  reason  to- 
gether? ; 

Let  us  banish  all  outside  influences  from  our  de- 
liberations, and  assemble  around  our  council  board 
with  the  Constitution  of  our  country  and  the  organic 
law  of  this  Territory  aa  the  great  charts  for  our  guid- 
ance and  direction.  The  bona-fide  inhabitants  of  this 
Territory  alone  are  charged  with  the  solemn  duty  of 
enacting  her  laws,  upholding  her  government,  main- 
taining j)eace,  and  ikying  the  foundation  for  a  future 
Commonwealth.  On  this  point  let  there  be  a  perfect 
unity  of  sentiment.  It  is  the  first  great  step  toward 
the  attainment  of  peace.  It  will  inspire  confidence 
among  ourselves  and  insure  the  respect  of  the  whole 
country.  Let  us  show  ourselves  worthy  and  capable 
of  ^elf  government. 

Do  not  the  inhabitants  of  this  Territory  better  un- 
derstand what  domc-^tic  institutions  are  suited  to  their 
condition — what  laws  will  be  most  conducive  to  their 
prosperity  and  happiness — than  the  citizens  of  distant 
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or  even  neighboring  Klates?  This  great  right  of  regu- 
lating our  own  affair-H  and  attending  to  our  own  biiM- 
nvss,  without  any  interference  from  others,  hue  been 
guaranteed  to  ua  by  the  law  which  ("ongreBs  haw  made 
for  the  organ izatiim  of  this  Territory.  Thia  right  of 
BClf -government — this  privilege  guaranteed  to  us  by 
the  organic  law  of  »ur  Territory,  1  will  uphold  with  all 
ray  might,  and  with  t!ie  entire  power  committed  to  me. 

In  relation  to  any  changes  of  the  laws  of  the  Terri- 
tory which  1  may  detm  desirable,  1  have  no  occasion 
now  to  speak;  but  there  are  subjects  to  which  I  shall 
direct  public  attention  at  the  proper  time. 

The  ten-itory  of  the  United  States  is  the  common 
property  of  the  several  State**,  or  of  the  people  thereof. 
This  being  so — no  obstacle  should  be  interjiosed  to  the 
free  settlement  of  ibis  common  pro|K'rty,  while  in  a 
territorial  condition.  I  cheerfully  admit  that  the  peo- 
ple of  this  territory,  under  the  organic  act,  have  the  ab- 
Holute  right  of  making  their  municipal  laws,  and  from 
citizens  who  deem  ."hemselves  iifrgrievi^  by  recent  leg- 
islation. I  would  iji.uk.'  ihe  iilniosi  rorlu'iiraucc.  niid 
|.oiiil  out  to  IhfUi  a  f.nre  :iiid  |n-ac.-abic  remedy.  Von 
have  the  rifiht  U,  sk  the  wW  l.i-j;i.-4l:iliin>  lo  revise 
any  and  all  hiws:  -iiid  iu  ilie  iiiiaiiliini'.  as  yim  value 
the  ])ea<-e  of  llir  T.'rntory  and  Ihi-  lu^iihlenanre  of 
future  laws.  I  w.iiihl  earnestly  asl;  you  to  refrain  from 
all  violalions  of  iIk-  |ires<-ul  sianiles.     I  am  sure  that 
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peojili'  of  this  Territory.  I  desire  to  know  no  sec- 
tior,  uo  party,  no  So:th,  no  South,  no  East,  no  West — 
uotUiug  but  Kansas  imd  my  eouutrj-. 

Fully  eonseious  o'  ray  great  rcsponeibiUtie^  in  the 
present  eondition  of  Ihings  in  Kansas,  I  must  invoke 
your  aid,  and  solicit  your  generous  forbearance.  Your 
executive  officer  can  do  little  without  the  aid  of  the 
people.  With  a  firm  reliance  upon  Divine  Providence, 
to  the  best  of  my  ability,  I  shall  promote  the  interests 
of  the  citizens  of  the  Territory,  not  merely  collectively, 
but  individually;  and  1  shall  expect  from  them  iu  re- 
turn that  cordial  aid  and  support  without  which  the 
ROvernment  of  no  State  or  Ten-itory  can  be  adminis- 
tered with  beneficeut  tffect. 

Let  US  all  begin  again  anew.  Let  the  past  be  buried 
in  oblivion.  Let  all  strife  and  bitterness  cease.  l*t 
us  all  honestly  devote  ourselves  to  the  true  interests 
of  Kansas;  develop  hor  rich  agricultural  and  mineral 
resources;  build  up  manufacturing  enterprises;  make 
public  roads  and  highways;  prepare  amply  for  the  edu- 
cation of  our  children;  devote  ourselves  to  all  the  arts 
of  peace,  and  make  our  Territory  the  sanctuary  of 
of  these  clierishcd  principles  which  protect  the  in- 
alienable rights  of  the  individual,  and  elevate  States  in 
the  sovereign  capacities. 

Then  sliall  peaceful  industry  soon  be  restored;  pop- 
ulation and  wealth  will  flow  upon  us;  "the  desert  will 
blossom  as  the  rose,''  and  the  State  of  Kansas  will 
soon  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  the  peer  and  the 
pride  of  her  elder  jit^ters. 

JNO.  W.  GEAEY. 

Lecompton,  Kansas, 

Sept.,  1856. 
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Inaugural  Address  lo  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania. 
Fl'IIow  Citizens: 

HONOKED  UV  TilE  SELECTION  OP  THE  Sov- 
ereign jjenplo  '.it  my  native  State  as  their  choice 
Uhief  Miigistrate  of  the  CommonwealtL  of  Penn- 
Bylvanta.  it  ia  with  mingled  feelings  of  hnmility  and 
gratitude  that  I  hiivt-  appeared  iu  the  presence  of  my 
fellow  t'ountryinen,  and  hefore  the  Searcher  of  all 
Hearts,  to  take  tbe  Holemn  ohiigation  prescribed  as  a 
qualification  for  that  exalted  station,  "to  support  the 
Constitation  of  the  United  States  and  the  t^onstitn- 
tiou  of  I'eDnsylvaui.i,  and  to  perform  my  official  duties 
with  fidelity." 

Profoundly  Beneible  of  everything  that  iB  implied 
by  this  manifestation  of  tbe  people's  confidence,  and 
more  deeply  impressed  with  the  vast  importance  and 
i-esponsibilities  of  the  office,  than  elevated  by  its  at- 
tendiiut  houom,  let  it  be  our  first  grateful  duty  to  re- 
turn feiTent  thiinkHfrivinRS  to  Almiprlity  f!od  for  his 
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civil  war,  the  States  tliat  maiutaiued  the  government 
Hnd  determiued  that  the  Union  should  be  preserved, 
have  conBtantly  advanced  in  honor,  wealth,  population 
and  general  prosperity. 

This  is  the  first  time  that  a  change  has  occurred  in 
the  Executive  Department  of  this  State  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  of  the  rebellion;  a  brief  refer- 
ence, therefore,  to  th-nt  conflict,  and  .to  its  results,  may 
not  be  inappropriate. 

We  have  the  consolation  of  knowing  that  the  con- 
test between  the  North  and  the  South  was  not,  on  our 
part,  one  for  ambition,  for  military  renown,  for  terri- 
torial acquisition;  nor  was  it  for  a  violation  of  any 
of  the  rights  of  the  South ;  but  it  was  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  own  rights  and  privileges  as  men;  and  for 
the  maintenance  of  justice,  liberty  and  Union.  The 
object  of  the  South  was  avowedly  the  dissolution  of 
the  Union  and  the  establishment  of  a  confederacy 
based  upon  "the  corner  stone  of  human  slavery."  To 
,  have  submitted  to  this  on  our  part,  and  to  have  shrunk 
from  a  manly  resistance  under  such  circumstances, 
would  have  been  deeply  and  lastingly  degrading,  and 
would  have  destroytil  the  value  of  the  priceless  legacy 
bequeathed  to  us  by  our  fathers,  and  which  we  are 
obligated  to  tian.'iiiiit  unimpairod  to  future  genera- 
tions. The  patriotic  pnd  Union-loving  people  felt  that 
the  alternative  was  that  of  life  or  death  to  the  Union; 
and  under  the  auspicious  guidance  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, that  virtuous  aud  patriotic  Chief  Magistrate,  with 
the  biessiDg  of  Him  who  directs  the  destinies  of  na- 
tions, after  open  action  and  arbitrary  violence  on  the 
part  of  the  South,  the  appeal  to  arms  was  made.  We 
had  a  just  cause,  .ind  our  citizens  approving  it  with 
a  degree  of  unanimity  heretofore  unknown  in  this  or 
any  other  country,  left  their  various  employments, 
their  homes  and  all  that  was  dear  to  them,  and  has- 
tened with  enthusiasm  to  the  scenes  where  duty  and 
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dangei-  called,  aud  a»  tht  surest  piedye  of  their  hu- 
swerving  love  and  lldetity  to  tlit-  Union,  tUej  aoheei- 
tatlogly  offered  their  Uvea  for  its  presL-rviitiou.  Xor 
was  any  other  tribute  withheld  in  providing  the  means 
oeceBsarj  for  the  support  of  our  Heeta  and  urniieB. 
Nearly  two  Qiiilions  of  BolditTs  entered  the  lield  from 
time  to  time  on  different  terms  of  enlistment.  The  citi- 
zens generally  e-thiliited  the  highest  degree  of  patriot- 
ism in  the  prompt  payment  of  taxes,  in  their  liljeral 
contributions  in  the  l^bape  of  loans  to  the  government; 
and  the  world  was  .istonished  by  the  amounts  ex|)end- 
ed  in  their  benevolent  eare  for  the  sick  and  wounded, 
through  the  agencies  of  the  Sanitary  and  Christian 
Oomuiissious  and  other  charitable  associations.  More 
than  six  hundred  sanguinary  battles  and  skirmishes 
were  fought,  in  which  nearly  three  hundred  thousand 
of  our  heroic  defenders  laid  down  their  lives  in  their 
devotion  to  the  nation — "for  Uod  and  Liberty." 

In  every  phase  of  this  terrible  coullict,  PenDsylvania 
hoi-e  iiii  hiiniiiiiijli'  ;itiil  (■(iiispiciioiis  ]i;irl.  She  rdu- 
iribiilcd  Ihn-e  hiiiMlicd  iind  si\ly  six  [lumsand  ihm- 
hundred  and  Iwi-nly-fix  voiiinh'ci-  soldi.-is  li.  ihc  ivs- 
cue  of  the  n;iti<.u:  ;iiid  nearly  cv.-ry  hiitilcficld  lias 
been  nioi.sl.-n.'d  svilU  llic  hU.od.  ami  wliilened  »il1i  iJie 
b<.m-.s.  of  lire  hcn..-^.  T.I  Ihciii  wc  .iv\c  nar  vtrruries. 
iinsfiipassed    ill    lirilliaii.y   aad    in    llic    iia|..a-lan.c    cif 


II  IS  u;itni'al  and  ciiiincnlly  |.i'0|ii- 
-.  should  feel  :i  dci'|)aml  lasiiu^  i 
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ledged,  and  the  generous  seutiment  prevails  tliat  the 
amplest  care  should  be  taken  by  the  government  to 
compensate  tbein,  oiinally  and  generously,  with  boun- 
ties and  ]>enstonB,  for  their  services  and  sacrificeB. 

I  desire  that  it  .nay  be  distinctly  understood  that 
I  do  not  speak  of  mvself,  in  connection  with  this  sub- 
ject; but  J  am  happy  to  avail  myself  of  this  oppor- 
tunity to  speak  kind  words  for  Pennsylvania's  gallant 
private  soldiers,  and  vhe  noble  oflficers  who  cotomanded 
them. 

The  generosity  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  to  the 
Union  soldiers  has  been  imitated,  but  not  equalled,  by 
other  States.  There  is  something  peculiar  in  the  loy- 
alty of  Pennsylvania.  She  seemed  to  feel,  from  the 
first,  as  if  upon  her  devolved  the  setting  of  a  superior 
example.  The  fact  that  she  carried  upon  her  stand- 
ard the  brightest  jewel  of  the  Republic;  that  in  her 
bosom  was  coueeiviii  rnd  from  her  comuieroial  capital 
was  issued  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  gave  to 
her  contributions,  in  men  and  money,  and  her  unpar- 
alleled charitable  organizations,  all  the  dignity  and 
force  of  a  model  for  others  to  copy.  The  rebel  foe 
seemed  to  feel  that  if  he  could  strike  a  fatal  blow  at 
I'l'nnsylvania,  he  would  recover  all  his  losses,  and  ea- 
tublisli  a  resistless  prestige  in  the  old  world.  But 
thanks  to  Divine  Providence,  and  to  the  enduring 
bravery  of  our  citi/..?n  soldiers,  the  invasion  of  our  be- 
loved State  sealed  her  more  closely  to  the  cause  of  free- 
dom. 

The  result  of  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  broke  the 
power  of  the  rebellion,  and  although  the  final  issue  was 
delayed,  it  was  inevitable  from  tlie  date  of  that  great 
event.  That  buttle  nscued  all  the  other  free  States; 
and  when  the  an'li  nf  victory  wjis  completed  by  Sher- 
man's snccessfnl  advance  from  the  sea,  so  that  the 
two  conquerors  could  shake  hands  over  the  two  fields 
that  closed  the  war,  the  soldiers  of  Pennsylvania  were 
equal  sharers  in  this  glorious  consuinnmtion. 


I  peoitle  in  the  world's  bUtur;  have  ever  betu  saved 
BO  tnoalculable  a  calumitj'^  and  no  people  have 
had  such  cause  for  gratitude  towaids  their  de- 
ir». 

id  here  I  cauuot  refrain  from  an  expression  of  re- 
tliat  the  fJenernl  Oovernmeut  hues  not  taken  any 
I  to  indict  the  iroper  penalties  of  the  Coiistitutioa 
laws  upon  the  leaders  of  those  who  rudely  and 
riously  invaded  the  ever  sacred  soil  of  our  State, 
is  certainly  a  morbid  clemency  and  a  censurable 
learance,  which  fail  to  punish  tlie  gieateet  crimes 
wn  to  the  laws  of  eivilizeil  Dations;"  and  may  not 
iope  be  reasonably  indulged,  that  the  Federal  a»- 
ities  will  cease  to  extend  unmerited  mercy  to  those 
inaugurated  the  rebellion  and  controlled  the  move- 
is  of  ite  armies?  Jf  this  be  done,  treason  will  be 
iered  odious,"  and  it  will  be  distinctly  proclaimed, 
be  pages  of,  our  future  history,  that  no  attempt 
De  made  with  impunity  to  destroy  our  ilepuMican 
of  go VI  Tinner  t. 


iiiatiiii'iiuiiiM 
lid  ediiralio 


ii.Th  iriMlrn^,!  hMiii,.|rss  :iri<I  l;il  linh-^s.  by  iliflr 
Ti(^'  ]i;itri.i|ic  il-vtilioii  l-i  llir  iiHiiiliv,  is  ji  lintji 
liich  iill  munkixu  will  yi.-ld  ;i  rradv  assenr:  and 
git  we  .nuiiol  ..-.111  tlM'd.-ad  hi  lit.',  it  is  a  ]>nvili'};<'. 
c-ll  iis  duly,  to  liike  ih.'  ori^liaii  l>v  tlir  huml.  !ind 
)  hiiLi  a  piol.-croi-  jiud  ii  fjilli.-r. 
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and  the  noble  Bpeeticle  is  now  presented  of  the  youth- 
ful survivors  of  those  who  fell  for  their  country,  cher- 
ished and  educated  ul  the  public  expense.  Even  if  I 
were  differently'  coastituted,  my  oOicial  duties  would 
constrain  uie  vigilantly  to  guard  this  eacred  trust.  But 
having  served  in  thi.>  same  cause,  and  been  honored  by 
the  highest  marks  of  public  favor,  I  pledge  myself  to 
bear  in  mind  the  injunctions  and  wJBltes  of  the  people, 
and  if  possible  to  increase  the  efficiency  and  multiply 
the  benefits  of  the  schools  and  institutions,  already  so 
creditably  establichcfi,  for  the  benefit  of  the  orphans 
of  our  martyred  heroes. 

FREEDOM  AND  SLAVERY. 

The  infatuation  of  treason,  the  downfall  of  slavery, 
the  vindication  of  freedom  and  the  complete  triumph 
of  the  government  of  the  people,  are  all  so  many 
proofs  of  the  '"Divinity  that  has  shaped  our  ends,"  and 
BO  many  promises  of  a  future  crowned  with  success,  if 
we  are  only  true  to  our  mission.  Six  years  ago  the 
spectacle  of  four  millions  of  slaves,  increasing  steadily 
both  their  own  numbers  and  the  pride  and  the  ma- 
terial and  political  power  of  their  masters,  presented 
a  problem  so  appallin;:,  that  statesmen  contemplated 
it  with  undisguised  alarm,  and  the  moralist  with 
shame.  To-day  these  four  millions,  no  longer  slaves, 
but  freemen,  have  inter  mediately  proved  their  human- 
ity towards  their  oppressors,  their  fidelity  to  society, 
and  their  loyalty  to  ilie  government,  are  peacefully  in- 
corporated into  the  body  politic,  and  are  rapidly  pre- 
paring to  assume  their  rigbta  as  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  Kol  withstanding  this  unparalleled  change 
was  only  etfecled  after  an  awful  expenditure  of  blood 
and  treasure,  its  consummation  may  well  be  cited  as 
the  snblimest  proof  of  the  fltnets  of  the  American  peo- 
ple to  administer  the  governuient  according  to  the 
pledges  of  thf;  Declaration  of  Independence. 

We  have  but  to  estimate  where  human  slavery  would 


784  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

have  cmried  our  coiiiitiy.  in  tlif  totiis"  of  iiimtiin 
(ration,  to  realize  the  force  of  this  oouimandtng  Irijth. 
And  iis  we  dwell  upon  the  dangers  we  iiave  eecaped, 
wu  may  the  better  understand  what  JelTcrnon  meant 
when,  in  the  conipiiiative  infancy  of  human  Blavery. 
he  exclaimed,  "I  tivnible  for  my  country  when  I  re- 
flect that  God  !8  just!" 

A  siiuplo  glance  at  what  must  have  been  our  fate 
had  slavery  been  [n-rmitted  to  increase  will  be  siifii- 
cient.  In  IStiO  the  hlave  population  amounted,  in  ex- 
act niiniberfl  to  three  millions  nine  hundred  and  llfty- 
threc  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty.  Taking  Itic 
increase,  23. S!)  per  cent.,  from  IS.'iO  (o  ISfiO,  as  the  basis 
of  calculation  for  every  ten  yearn,  in  KlUO,  tliey  would 
have  numbered  at  least  upwards  of  nine  millions. 
What  Christian  statesman,  as  he  thanks  Hod  for  the 
triumph  of  the  Union  arms,  does  not  shudder  at  the 
terrible  prospect  presented  by  those  startling  tlgures? 

But  while  there  is  cause  for  constant  solicitude  in 
the  natural  irritations  ]irodnrcd  by  such  a  ronllict,  he 
is  bill  a  ■;lo.)iny  jiroplicl  \vlii>  -Im-s  n.-l  aiilicipati-  that 
tile  a-rrurics  wliii-h  aci-oiiipli.-ilirs  llics.'  lr('ui<'n<loiis  ri'- 
suil«,  will  sii.-cessfiilly  cope  with  ami  put  down  all  wlio 
adciiii'l  111  ;;ov.Tn  tin-  nafioTi  in  flu-  iiii.-r.-sls  of  ilc- 
fi-al.'d  aiiihilKiii  and  van<|uislircl  Iri'a.-xni. 

Tlu'  i.e.,|,lr  of  (!!.■  .oiKim-riiLg  N..rtli  ami  Wrsi  have 
c.iniparativi-ly  liMli-  to  do  bul  t..  ioiii|.|.'tr  \h<-  sin„i\ 
work.  TIh'v  .■..miiiaiid  lh.-  p..sili..n.  Tin-  .■..ur;t;:r  nf 
the  soldier  and  tlir  ^a;:aiity  of  lln'  Ntalrsman.  witrUilig 
harmoni.mslv.  have  now  s.-.il,;]  an. I  .■onlii-iiicd  (hr  \\r- 


EDITATION   or  THE':   PKOPI. 


John  White  Geary.  785 

affected  otlier  inter'wts  and  sections.  Demanding  the 
enlightenment  of  nilliooB,  long  benighted,  it  foices 
npOD  the  North  and  West  the  consideration  of  a  more 
perfect  and  pervading  educational  policy. 

Much  as  we  have  boasted,  and  have  reason  to  boast, 
of  our  common  schools,  we  cannot  deny,  when  we  com- 
pare them  with  those  of  New  England,  and  contrast 
them  with  the  preparations  for  the  education  of  the 
Southern  people  of  J, II  classes,  that  we  have  much  to 
overcome,  if  we  would  equal  the  one,  or  stimulate  the 
other.  The  recent  convention  of  County  School  Super 
intendents  of  Tennsylvania  exhibits  some  startling 
facts,  which  deserve  the  attention  of  the  people  and 
their  representatives.  Vet  it  is  not  by  legislation 
alone  that  any  people  can  be  brought  to  understand 
their  relations  to  .-ach  other  as  citizens.  Their  best 
instructors  are  themselves.  However  Uberal  the  ap- 
propriations may  be,  if  these  are  not  seconded  by  that 
commendable  spirit  which  impels  the  parent  to  im- 
press upon  the  child  the  necessity  of  a  sound  moral 
and  intellectual  tratiiiug,  your  repi-esenta fives  are  gen- 
erous, in  vain.  EvTything  depends  upon  the  people; 
hence  the  great  complaint,  preferred  by  the  convention 
of  teachers,  of  shortness  of  terms  in  some  dMriets,  of 
the  small  attendance  of  enrolled  scholars,  of  the  em- 
ployment of  unqualified  instructors,  and  of  the  want  of 
proper  school  house's,  resu'ts  unquestionably  not  so 
much  from  the  indilference  of  the  State,  as  from  the 
negligence  of  those  who  are  invited  to  share  and  to 
enjoy  tlie  blessings  of  a  cheap  and  admirable  s.vstrm 
of  popular  education.  If  my  fellow-eitizens  will  only 
rccoilect  the  differi-nce  between  the  opportunities  of 
the  present  generation  and  those  of  their  fathers,  aud 
how  much  is  to  be  gained  by  a  cultivation  of  modem 
facilities,  tliey  will  require  little  exhortation  to  the 
discharge  of  duties  which  relate  almost  exclusively  to 
themselves  and  to  those  nearest  and  dearest  to  them. 
50— Vol.  VIII— 4th  Spr. 
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TtiL'  iinpurtann-  uf  c-ummou  si^hoolu,  iu  a  republican 
government,  can  ni^er  be  fullj  estimated.  To  edu- 
cate tlie  people  is  the  higlieBt  public  duly.  To  permit 
them  to  n-maiu  in  iKiiorauce  is  iuexciisable.  Evei-j- 
tbing.  therefore,  should  be  eueouraged  that  tends  to 
build  up,  strengthL-n  and  elevate  our  State  on  the  sure 
foundation  of  the  eJucatiou  of  the  people.  Every  in- 
terest and  industrial  pursuit  will  be  aided  and  pro- 
moted by  its  operations;  every  man  who  ia  educated 
is  improved  in  usefulnefis,  in  prui>ortion  as  he  is 
skilled  in  labor,  or  intelligent  in  the  professions;  and 
is  in  every  resj>eet  more  valuable  to  society.  Educa- 
tion seems  to  be  essential  to  loyalty,  for  no  State  in 
the  full  enjoyment  of  Iree  schools,  ever  rebelled  against 
the  government. 

Pennsylvania  shoiild  be  the  vanguard  iu  the  great 
mission  of  education,  t^he  should  remember  that  us 
she  has  bt^^n  the  mother  of  States,  she  should  also  be 
the  teacher  of  States.  "The  great  problem  of  civitixa- 
tion  is  liow  to  IiHti";  Ihe  liif^hcr  iiiti'llif,'i-'ic'-  nf -llicron]- 

miLssrs  ..f  III.-  [>rni<U:  so  lliiil   III.-  l.nv.'sl  {.Mii.l.'s  .if  ill 
t.-llij;-ii.'.-  and  iiiur.iis  shall  always  !„■  a[.,ir...a.hiii;:  ihi' 


;   MILITAHV. 


TIIF 

Ni.lliLii<r,  iiflcr  111 Iiicalii.ii  <•[  ili^>  |iro|,lr.  .unlrili 

ul.-s  mm-.'  K.  Ihr  s..(iiii\  .,f  a  Si:ii,-  lliau  a  Ihiinxifih 
Taililar.v  syslnn.     Tlir  fallirrs  ..r  tln'  Uiimbli.'.  actiu;; 

•  'iiili.xli.'d  this  kii.Mvli-.1;:i'  aiu.111^  III.'  primary  .i1>li<:a 
lions  .if  llir  .'iii/i'ii.  ^'^'1  tlii'  ivl>r|]i<ni  f.iiia.i  iis^  al- 
most (vh..lly  uiiiir.';iiin'i|.  Our  .oiLlidni.-i'  in  our  in- 
sliliili.ius  was  sii  lir.,1  IIkiI  (lie  i.h-n  of  iin  aMarl;  iipnii 
thrill  fnnii  iinv  uiiaiirr,  iiiuch  Irss  fr.na  llin-*c  who  had 
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been  the  '"Bpoiled  iliilditin"  of  the  goveruuient,  was 
never  believed  possible,  however  threatened.  The  first 
clash  of  arms  found  us  equally  undeceived  and  unor- 
ganized, and  we  very  soon  experienced  that  the  con- 
trivers of  the  great  slave  conspiracy  had  not  only 
strengthened  themselves  by  the  stolen  ships,  arms  and 
for  till  cations  of  the  government,  but  had  been  for 
years  designedly  innli  acting  their  youth  in  the  sci  : 
of  arms;  and  when  the  bloody  tempest  opened  upon 
us  they  were  ready  lo  spring  at  the  heart  of  the  Re- 
public, while  the  citizens  in  whose  hands  the  govern- 
ment was  left,  were  compelled  to  protect  themselves 
and  their  country  as  best  they  could. 

When  we  reilect  upon  the  terrible  sacriflces  we  en- 
dnii'd  to  maintain  our  liberties,  and  anticipate  that 
glorious  period  of  .mr  country  when  the  whole  conti- 
nent will  be  dedicated  to  human  freedom;  and  when 
the  despotisms  of  cheearth  will  construe  our  example 
into  a  standing  threat  against  their  tyranny,  we  cannot 
disregard  the  consideration  of  this  important  subject. 

As  before  remiuk.Hl,  Pennsylvania  contributed  over 
three  hundred  thou^^and  troo^K:)  to  the  national  cause. 
Deducting  the  loss  <A  nearly  thirty  thousand  by  wounds 
and  disease  incurr-d  in  the  field,  what'  an  immense 
army  liarf  been  left  to  circulate  among  and  to  educate 
the  miis«  of  our  i)Oiitilation!  Properly  comprehending 
this  thought,  we  have  at  once  the  secret  of  our  past 
success,  our  present  fiafety  and  our  future  power.  It 
would  be  easy  to  create  an  emulation  in  the  science  of 
arms  iiiDoug  the  youth  of  the  Slate,  by  proper  organiza- 
ti:jn.  aod  i<>  disseminate,  in  all  our  schools,  that  loy- 
alty to  tJie  wli<)le  country,  without  which  there  can  be 
no  peiniancnl  safety  for  our  liberty. 

!:i  tln'ii-  laii'  report,  the  visitors  to  the  West  Point 
Militp.iy  .\cademy,  laid  a  significant  stress  upon  the 
necessity  of  such  preceptors,  in  the  future,  as  would 
leach  the  studentt!'  of  that  institution  their  first  and 
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unavoidable  obligations  to  tbe  priniiplos  upon  wliK'lt 
the  govemiufnt  itsulf  reposes.  The  neglect  ot  Ibia 
kiad  of  iustrui'lion  was  felt  in  ulmoet  every  movement 
during  the  recent  eonfliet:  and  it  in  not  going  too  far  to 
sa;  that  many  who  uisregarded  their  oathH,  and  who 
drew  their  swoi^s  agninst  the  government  that  Lad 
educated  and  nourished  them,  found  a  meretririoua 
eoneolution  iu  the  fact  that  they  were  permitted  to 
eherieh  an  allegiaiice  to  the  State  in  whieh  they  were 
born,  which  eonflict"d  with  and  destroyed  that  love  of 
country  which  should  be  made  snpi-enie  and  above  all 
other  political  obligations. 

If,  in  our  ^mst  and  recent  experience,  there  has  been 
exhibited  the  valuable  and  splendid  achievements  of 
our  vohinteers  in  the  national  defence,  there  has  also 
been  shown  the  ne<_'es8ity  for  military  skill,  and  that 
knowledge  of,  and  familiarity  with,  the  rules  of  disci 
pline  HO  e^entially  neceesary  in  their  prompt  and  ef- 
fectual emplojTnent,  In  order,  therefore,  to  make  our 
niilitarv  svstem   elT.'i'tive.  we  ahimld   havi-  piirtirular 
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In  t)(>llijii<r  tiavr  uuv  liials  di\r\u-x  lln-  w;ii'.  and  tli>' 
rcsiillint;  liimnpli  u.  uuv  ;iiiiis.  h.iu  >^n  full  of  .onL- 
Itcnsjilion,  jis  in  th-  .slahlislinifiil  (if  lln-  iin.iid  fad 
thill  w.-  iiri'  not  only  alilc  to  d-fciid  oiiischi's  atiiunsl 
assault.  Inil  vvlial  is(i|iially  iia|M.rianl,  In  drpnid  it["in 
and  live  nimn  mir  •>«  n  I'csoinci's.  A I  lin'  lime  tin'  re 
b.'llion  w.is  preripitalcd  upon  us  llii-  wli.il.-  Imsiiiess 
and   Irailc  of  lli.^  tniion  wns  paratyz.d.     <'.)in   in   {hi- 
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West  was  used  foi'  fuel,  aiid  the  producer  was  com- 
pelled to  lose  not  -mly  the  interest  upon  his  capital, 
but  the  very  capital  be  had  invested.  Labor  was  in 
excess,  and  men  were  everywhere  searching  for  em- 
plojiuent.  Mills  and  furnaces  were  abandoned.  Do- 
mestic intercourse  was  so  triltlng  that  the  stocks  of  a 
number  of  the  moat  important  railroads  in  the  coun- 
try fell  to,  and  long  remained  at,  an  average  price  of 
les»  than  fifty  per  <;ent.  But  the  moment  danger  to 
the  Union  became  imminent,  and  the  necessity  of  self- 
reliance  was  plainly  presented  as  the  only  means  of 
securing  protection,  tmd  the  gradual  dispersion  of  our 
mercantile  marine  by  the  apprehension  of  the  armed 
vessels  of  the  rebels,  tbe  American  people  began  to 
practice  upon  the  maxims  of  self-defence  and  self-de- 
pendence. From  having  been,  if  not  absolutely  im- 
poverished and  almost  without  remunerative  enter- 
prise, depressed  by  unemployed  labor  and  idle  capital, 
all  their  great  material  agencies  were  brought  into  mo- 
tion with  a  promptitude,  and  kept  in  operation  with  a 
rapidity  and  regularity,  which  relieved  them  from 
want,  their  country  from  danger,  and  excited  the 
iimazement  of  civilty.ed  nations. 

Protection  to  the  manufactures  of  the  country,  when 
rightly  viewed,  is  merely  the  defence  of  labor  against 
competition  from  ah:oad.  Tlie  wages  of  labor  in  the 
I'nited  States  is  hi-.;her  than  those  in  any  other  coun- 
try, consequenlly  our  laborers  are  the  more  elevated. 
Labor  is  the  foundation  of  both  individual  and  nation- 
al wealth;  and  those  nations  that  have  beet  protected 
it  from  foreign  competition,  have  been  the  most 
prosperous.  It  is  clearly,  therefore,  the  interest  of  the 
nation  to  foster  and  protect  domestic  industry,  by  re- 
lieving from  internal  taxation  every  sort  of  labor,  and 
imposing  such  heavy  duties  u[)on  all  importations  of 
foreign  manufacture'!  articles,  as  to  prevent  the  possi- 
bility of  competition  from  abroad.     Not  only  should 
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^idual  enterpriae  and  industry  be  thus  encouraged, 
nil  public  workrt,  a  liberal  and  properly  restricted 
ral  I'Uih-uiid  system,  and  internal  improvements  o( 
y  kind,  receive  the  fostering  care  and  most  liberal 
if  the  government.  We  are  rich  in  I'vt'rything  nec- 
ry  to  meet  our  wants,  and  render  hb  independent 
■ery  other  country;  and  we  Lave  only  to  avail  our- 
J8  of  our  own  ivsourcos  and  capabilities,  to  pro- 
s  continually  onward  to  a  degree  of  greatness 
r  yet  attained  li\  any  nation.  Our  agricultui-al, 
•ral  and  tiianuf.ictuiing  resources;  are  unequalled, 
it  shoukl  be  our  constant  study  to  devise  and  proB- 
?  means  tending  to  their  highest  development, 
hy,  then,  should  not  the  wisdom  of  government 
;  available  the  teachings  of  esperieuce,  and  at  once 
late  for  the  manifest  good  of  the  people?  Why 
lit  our  manufaci  iires  to  beg  that  they  may  live? 
le  government  uf  Great  Britain  has,  by  her  pro- 
ve system,  "piled  dfily  upon  duty."  for  more  than  - 
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no  longer  theie  remain  to  be  a  mere  support  for  for- 
eign rails;  that  the  power  whioli  lay  then  petrified 
in  the  form  of  coal  should  everywhere  be  brought  to 
aid  the  human  arm;  that  onr  vast  deposits  of  iron  ore 
should  be  made  to  take  the  form  of  engines  and  other 
machinery,  to  be  used  as  substitutes  for  mere  muscu- 
lar force;  and  that  all  our  wondei-ful  resources,  ma- 
terial and  moral,  must  and  should  be  at  once  developed. 
Such  was  the  intent  i:nd  meaning  of  the  brief  resolu- 
tion then  and  there  adopted,  to  be  at  the  earliest  prac- 
ticable moment  ratiiied  by  Congress,  ae  prtived  to  be 
the  case  when  the  .MorriU  tariff,  on  the  memorable  2d 
of  March,  1861,  was  made  the  law  of  the  land.  To  that 
law,  aided  as  it  was  by  the  admirable  action  of  the 
Treasury  in  supplying  machiueiy  of  circulation,  we 
stand  now  indebted  for  the  fact  that  we  have,  in  the 
short  space  of  five  years,  produced  more  food,  built 
more  houses  and  mills,  opened  more  mines,  constructed 
moit'  roads  than  ever  before,  and  so  greatly  added  to 
the  wealth  of  the  country,  that  the  property  of  the 
loyal  States  would  ,his  day  exchange  for  twice  the 
quantity  of  gold  than  could  five  years  since  have  been 
obtained  for  all  the  real  estate  and  personal  property, 
southern  chattels  excepted,  of  the  whole  of  (he  States 
and  territories  of  w'aich  the  Union  stands  composed." 
If  the  principles  cf  protection  proved  to  be  such  a 
talisman  in  the  time  of  war,  shall  we  reject  it  in  time 
of  peace?  If  an  answer  were  needed  to  this  question, 
reference  could  be  iiad  to  the  repeated  concessions  to 
this  principle  by  the  recent  free-traders  of  the  South. 
Scarcely  one  of  the  ambitious  men  who  led  their  un- 
fortunate people  into  rebellion,  but  n6w  freely  admits 
that  if  the  South  had  manufactured  their  own  fabrics, 
on  their  own  plantations,  and  cultivated  skilled  labor 
in  their  great  cities,  liiey  would  have  been  able  to  pro- 
long their  conflict  with  the  government;  and  now  to 
enjoy  substantial,  instead  of  artificial  prosperity,  they 
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must  invuku  tbe  very  ayencies  iLej-  bud  so  long  and  bo 
fataliy  ciisri'tiiarded,  Woids  ueed  nut  be  multiplied 
iipuD  tlii»  important  (heme,  either  to  make  my  own  po- 
sitioD  stronger,  or  to  impress  upon  the  i>euple  tlie  value 
of  adhering  to  a  sj-siem  which  has  proved  itself  worthy 
of  our  continued  i^upjiort,  and  of  tbe  imitation  of  its 
former  opponents. 


The  exhibit  of  the  tinunees  of  the  Commonwealth,  as 
preannted  in  the  late  annual  message  of  my  pi-edeees- 
80r,  and  the  report  oi  tbe  fitate  Treasurer,  i»  certainly 
very  gratifying;  and  the  llattering  prospect  of  ihe 
speedy  extinguishment  of  the  debt  which  has  been 
haugiag,  for  so  many  years,  like  a  dark  eloud  over  the 
prospects  of  our  State,  combined  with  Ihe  hope  that 
a  reasonable  reduction  will  be  made  in  our  habitual 
annual  expenditures,  will  cheer  the  jMiople  onward  in 
the  pathway  of  duty. 

.Vnnjii;;  tlie  most  (Icliriitc  Jiii.l  iriiporliuK  oliliKiil  ions 
of  tli'>s('  ill  r>l1i<'ial  pusitioas.  is  n  slrin  atid  f;iiMifu] 
uiauii;;f'niciit  of  ill''  public  revi-iiin'.-i  mid  i'X|ii-Tiiiilincs 
of  Die  romiiHiiivvciNb.  Tax>i1i<ui  sIm.ilI.I  Ii.'  :ip|ilL.Mi 
wluTc  its  biu'drns  u.ay  b,-  l.-asf  f,-ll,  and  wjiere  11  is 
moKl  jiisl  tliiil  il  -'liould  be  Imiu.-.  Kwi-y  reH.mr.-i- 
should  111'  •anrully  hiisbiuuhd.  aud  iIh-  slridcsl  eruu 
oiiiy  praclisi'd.  so'hhii  (lie  credil  'if  Mir  SluK-  shall  Ix- 
ma'intaiiii'd  -n  a  linn  and  i-mlnriu;;  basis.  aii<l  llii'  d^lit 
surely  ami  .olcadilv  dimiuisb<'<l,  iinlll  its  liaal  rxiiii- 
giLishiiirTit.  riin.T.ssar\  d.-lay  in  ibis  wi.iild.  in  iiiy 
lib  -uv  ivin-  iiiL't-rsls. 
■I.itioiis  are  iM|i;ibli-  (if  s["'.-dy  iiiid 
(crlaia  .oiisiiiHiimliin.  lias  almidy  U-rn  <b-iii<.Mstial,-il. 
The  public  iiiiprov^^ninits.  (lie  .a.ise  .d  our  heavy  debt, 
whicli  siTi-m.-d  lo  b"  ait  iiictibiis  upon  Ih.-  ]ir.)sperily 
■  if  i\u-  Siah-,  so  bin-  at'  tbey  «■.■!-.■  nianafj.'d  by  li.-r 
!!j;.'iils,  bav.^bei-n  si.Iil;   (lie  (ax  ..ii  nal  cslale  lias  bren 
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abolished,  and  considerable  i-eductions  have  already 
been  made  of  the  State  debt. 

This  important  biiueh  of  the  admiuistration  ahall 
receive  my  constant  iind  zealous  attention. 

EXECUTION  OF  THE  LAWS. 
The  general  and  I'Sfential  priuciples  of  law  and  lib- 
ei'ty,  declared  in  th<?  CoDStitution  of  Pennsylvania, 
shall  be  watchfully  guarded.  It  will  be  my  highest 
ambition  tu  admini^iter  the  governmeDt  in  the  ttue 
spirit  of  that  instrument.  Care  shall  be  taken  "that 
the  laws  be  faithfully  executed,'  and  the  decisions  of 
the  courts  i'es])ected  and  enforced,  if  within  their  au- 
thorized jurisdiction.  Influenced  only  by  considera- 
tions for  the  public  welfare,  it  is  my  imperative  duty  to 
see  that  justice  be  impartially  administered.  That 
merciful  provision,  ihe  pardoning  power,  conferred 
upon  the  Executive  doubtlessly  for  cori-etting  only  the 
errors  of  criminal  .iuiisprudence,  and  securing  justice, 
shall  not  be  perverted  to  the  indiscriminate  protection 
of  those  who  may  be  justly  sentenced  to  bear  penalties 
for  infractions  of  the  laws  made  for  the  security  and 
protection  of  society.  Those  -'cruelly"  or  "excessively" 
punished,  or  erroneously  convicted,  are  alone  entitled 
to  its  benelicent  protectlou,  and  only  such  should  ex- 
pect its  exercise  in  their  behalf. 

Whenever  the  (H'ople  deem  it  expedient  or  neces- 
sary, from  actual  experience,  to  alter  the  laws,  or  to 
amend  the  Constitntion,  it  is  their  undoubted  right  to 
do  so.  according  to  the  mode  prescribed  within  itself- 
I  here  repeat  what  I  have  said  elsewhere,  that  "so 
long  as  the  iioople  feel  that  the  power  to  alter  or 
change  the  character  of  the  government  abides  in 
them,  eo  long  will  they  be  impressed  with  a  sense  of 
security  and  of  dignity  which  must  ever  spring  from 
the  consciousness  rhat  they  hold  within  their  own 
hands  a  remedy  foe  every  political  evil,  a  corrective 
for  every  governmental  abuse  and  usurpation.'' 
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THE  NATIONAL  SITUATION. 


We  are  roiifeBsi'dlj  in  fl  tniuisitiuu  stale.  It  is  mar- 
velous liow  prfjiidko  liHH  jterished  in  the  furiiuce  of 
war,  and  liow.  (ruiii  lliti  very  a»lies  of  old  lialicdM  and 
old  paFtiL«,  tlie  ti'iilh  nnes  purified  aud  triuiupUaut. 
Ttie  fontest  belwttu  the  Executive  aud  a  Uoiigress 
twice  elerti'd  by  uiibstuntially  the  Batuo  suffrages,  a 
contebt  8o  auouialouij  in  oiir  experience  as  uot  to  have 
been  anticipated  by  the  fraoiers  of  the  Xatioual  Cod- 
atitution,  has  ouly  served  to  develop  the  remarkable 
energies  of  our  peop!l^  and  to  Btreugthen  tliem  for  fu- 
ture conflicts.     That  contest  is  virtually  decided. 

The  victorious  forces,  physical  and  moral,  of  the  pa- 
triotic millions,  are  eimply  pausing  before  they  per- 
fect Ihe  work  of  reconstruction.  Twenty-six  States 
have  not  only  been  saved  from  the  conflagration  of 
war,  but  have  been  crystalized  iu  tho  suviug.  The  un- 
restored  ten,  still  disaffected  and  still  defiant,  seem  to 
be  Providentially  delaying  their  return  to  the  Union, 
so  iJiiit  whciL  lliey  rc-riitcr  iii^oii  il.-i  i.l.li^jili.nis  and  Us 
blessings.  Iliry  will  In-  llic  I.rltrr  alili-  (o  I'lillil  (lie  uoi- 
and  cnjdv  1  lie  oilier.    Tlirir  miidili.iii  is  ;i  Icjiiliil  w;iiii- 
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destioieH  of  this  gn-at  nation,  bow  much  greater  cause 
would  we  liave  had  lor  surpritic-  Lad  slavery  beeu  per- 
mitted to  increase  and  multiply? 

Boat^t  as  we  may  of  our  material  aud  our  moral  vic- 
tories, yet  It  is  not  true  that  there  is  no  such  thing 
as  a  Kepublican  government  in  the  ten  States  that 
began  and  carried  ui  the  war?  There  is  not,  to-day, 
a  despotic  Ktate  in  Europe  where  the  rights  of  the  in- 
dividual man  are  so  defiantly  trampled  under  foot,  as 
in  the  sections  whi^h  were  supposed  to  have  been 
brought  into  full  submission  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  But  the  dieease  has  suggested  its 
Providential  cure. 

The  abhorrent  doctrine,  that  defeated  treason  shall 
not  only  be  magnaDiniously  pardoned,  but  introduced 
■  to  yet  stronger  privileges,  because  of  its  guilty  failure, 
seems  to  have  insisted  upon,  as  if  to  strengthen  the 
better  and  the  contrasting  doctrine,  that  a  nation, 
having  conquered  Its  freedom,  is  its  own  best  guar- 
dian; and  that  tho.*  who  were  defeated  in  honorable 
battle  should  be  coiihtrained  to  submit  to  all  the  terms 
of  the  conijueror. 

The  violators  of  Ihe  most  solemn  obligations,  the 
perpetrators  of  the  most  atrocious  crimes  in  the  an- 
nals of  time,  the  murderers  of  our  heroic  soldiers  on 
fields  of  battle,  and  in  loathsome  dungeons  and  barbar- 
ous prisons,  they  must  not,  sliall  not,  i-e-appear  In  the 
council  chambers  of  the  nation,  to  aid  in  its  legisla- 
tion, or  control  its  destinies,  unless  it  shall  be  on  con- 
ditions which  will  [Ueserve  our  institutions  from  their 
baleful  purposes  and  influence,  and  secure  republican 
forms  of  government,  in  their  purity  and  vigor,  in 
every  section  of  the  country. 

That  they  are  indisposed  to  accept  such  conditions, 
is  manifest  from  th^-ir  recent  and  even  arrogant  re- 
jection of  the  proposed  amendments  of  the  national 
Constitution — ameinlments    which    are    believed,    by 
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many  true  aud  patriotii-  citizcus  jitid  atatt'sinoii.  I 
too  Biild  and  generjus. 

They  have,  however,  been  fully  oouaidfivd  liy  ihc 
pi?ople  during  tht  laii?  elections,  and  approved  by  iiiii- 
joritiea  »o  large  as  to  give  tlieui  a  Hatictiou  which  it 
would  be  improper  to  either  overlook  or  disregard. 
And  certainly  in  vi-iw  of  this  fact,  iiooe  of  the  late 
ppbel  States  Bbould  be  admitted  to  their  former  "prac- 
ticJil  relations''  to  the  General  Governmeut.  while  tliey 
rontinne  to  oppose  ilicsc  amendrnfuts. 

To  the  Congress  of  the  I'aited  States,  the  heartfelt 
syiiiiiathieB  and  overwhelming  antfragcs  of  the  people 
have  been  generously  given.  They  have  fearlessly 
proclaimed  their  anefiuivacol  verdict — "Well  done 
good  and  faithfnl  servants."  Upon  the  deliberat-ono 
»nd  actions  of  Cougrese  onr  present  interests  and  fii-  . 
ture  welfare  all  depend.  In  its  flrmnesH  and  eniiragc 
Hie  whole  experiment  of  genuine  republicanism  is  in- 
diH8«liibly  involved.  That  this  firmness  and  eoarage 
will  be  fiilly  exhihiri-d  by  its  rontn.llin-;  iiiajoiities,  in 
tlu-  ..li^riiiiitinii  jiiiil  ;i.l.i|ili.ni  of  iiiiMsun-s  .if  wisdom 
lin.l   .lis.h-lion.  rv.-ll    liH.lr   l-ulirMJ   :llld  d.-risiv.-.    if  lu-.- 
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common  coDstitueoi-}-  will  bt?  plpasuntly  and  faithfully 
discburged.  Different  brancht's  of  the  government  as 
we  are,  with  distin<!live  duties,  we  are  ncvertheleas 
parts  of  one  organised  and  well  tegulated  system,  and 
as  we  I'o-operate  or  disagree  thu  Interests  of  the  State 
will  probably  be  promoted  or  retarded.  Elected  by 
the  people,  desirous  to  promote  the  welfare  of  every 
citizen,  mere  party  differences  should  not  be  allowed 
to  interfere  with  the  maintenance  of  a  generous,  true 
and  comprehensive  public  policy. 

It  was  the  illustrious  Washington,  eipialty  distin- 
guished as  a  warrior  and  a  statesman,  who  gave  utter- 
ance to  the  declaration,  "that  the  propilioua  smilee 
of  Heaven  cannot  lie  expected  on  a  nation  that  disre- 
gards the  eternal  rules  of  order  and  right;"  and  Jef- 
ferson also  asserted  Ihat  "whatever  is  morally  wrong 
cannot  be  politically  right."  These  utterances  express 
my  deepest  convieti;ms  of  the  rules  and  principles 
which  should  permente  and  control  all  governments. 
Let  us,  fellow-citizens,  adhere  to  tbem.  be  governed  by 
them,  and  our  efforts  will  be  happily  united  in  sur- 
rounding the  institutions  of  our  Ktate,  as  well  as  those 
of  our  nation,  with  a  rampart  of  truth  that  will  repel 
the  madness  of  ambition,  the  schemes  of  usurpation, 
and  snceessfuUy  resist  the  changes  and  agitations  of 
all  coming  time. 

JOnN  W.  GEARY. 
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To  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate  Giving  Notice  of  the 
Appointment  uf  Benjamin  Harris  Brewster,  At- 
torney General. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Uarrisburg.  January  17,  1867. 
■n.  til.'  Hi.ti.  Lotiis  VV.  Hall. 

Speaker  of  the  Kenati': 
Win 

BK    I'l.EAt^ED    TO    INFORM    THE    SENATE   OF 
I'ciuifiylvniiiii,  Ihal  on  the  Kith  day  insl.,  1  ap- 
pointed   ami    'ouiiniBKidDed    Hi^njamin     Harris 
ISreWHler.  Empiirp,  of  the  eity  of  LMiiladelpLia,  to  be 
Attiinicy  General  of  tht>  Slate  of  Pennsylvania, 
I  have  ILh  honor  to  Iw,  Sir, 

Your  obpdicat  Bcrvaut. 

JOHN  W.  GEAKY. 

(iovernor. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate  Giving  Notice  of  the 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Sisters  of  Mercy  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia." 
Executive  Chamber, 
HarriBbiire,.  February  18,  1867. 
Gentlemen. 

I  HEREWITH  RRTHRN,  WITHOIJT  MY  APPBO- 
val,  to  th<'  Sena(c,  iu  which  it  orlcinated.  hill  No, 
31,  entitled  "An  act  to  ineorponitf  the  Sisters  of 
Mercy  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia." 

The  objects  of  tliih  eiiacliiient  are  clearly  defined  in 
tlif?  second  Bcclion,  a«  follows: 

"Section  li.  The  I'sseHtinl  objects  of  tlie  said  cor- 
jioration  shall  be  the  relief  and  support  of  the  sick, 
destitute  and  dependent  persons,  the  niaintenance  of 
ot-ph»D!^.  and  the  care  ai;d  education  of  youth.'' 

The  ninth  section  of  the  eleventh  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  this  Coninionwealth  declares:  "No  bill 
shall  be  passed  by  the  lA-Kislature,  Ki-autinfj  any 
powers  or  privilegej^.  in  any  case,  where  the  authority 
to  grant  such  powers  or  pHvilefjes  has  been,  or  may 
hereafter  be,  conferred  upon  the  courts  of  this  Com- 
Uionwealth." 

The  thirteenth  sei-tion  of  the  act  approved  lath  Oc- 
tober, 184(1,  expressly  autlionites  the  courts  of  eom- 
nton  pleas  of  the  seveial  cities  and  counties  to  incor- 
porate assoctiitinns  "for  any  literary,  charitable  or  re- 
li(;iou«  purpose  "  "  or  beneficial  society  or  asso- 
ciation." 

In  my  jiidgineut,  this  bill  is  most  clearly  within  the 
ciinstitutioiial  prohibition  before  cited,  and  cannot, 
till  rcfore,  receive  luy  approval.  The  objects  contem- 
plated ace  mei  itorious,  and  meet  my  cordial  approba- 
tion, but  the  <-nds  :^oi'(rht  cannot  be  obtained  in  a  man- 
ner prohibited  by  the  supreme  law  of  the  State. 

It  lias  become  too  common  of  late  to  insert  some 
proviso,  or  other  clause,  in  bills  of  thia  character,  con- 
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ferrinp  some  riijbt  or  pi-ivilege  not  conferred  by  the 
gfueral  Inw,  or  by  the  i-ourts,  aud  to  oocteud  Dial  the 
biU  Bboiild  bo  madi-  :in  cxtvptiou.  This  t-nnnul  hi'  jiir- 
mitted;  for  it  laasi  be  H[>ijarent  that  such  a  t^'OiirBi* 
would  result  iii  thf  entirf  d unification  of  that  claiiBc  in 
the  CoDstitution.  I!"  special  powers  or  privileges,  uot 
within  the  jiirisdictiou  iif  the  courts,  are  needed,  they 
can  be  claimed  iu  hills  for  the  purpose,  unencumbered 
with  provisiouB  for  other  powers  and  privileges  which 
the  courts  have  thf  right  to  confer,  and  they  will  be 
duly  considered.  IJ'U  1  cannot  approve  part  of  a  law, 
and  di6))ppro\'e  anulhcr  part;  and  hence,  iu  such  case, 
my  regiird  for  the  Constitution  leaves  mc  no  alterna- 
tive but  to  veto  thi!  whole. 

I  am  the  less  reluctant  to  withhold  my  approval,  in 
view  of  the  fact,  thit  the  courts  of  the  Htate  have  re- 
peatedly held  that  bills  passed  iu  violation  of  that 
clause  of  the  Conatitutiou  now  under  consideration, 
are  null  and  void,  and  confer  no  powers  on  tht*  cor- 
porators. II  is  hctti-r  for  ;ill  coucenicd,  that  sncli  Icfj- 
islatiiiii   1m-  arri'jilril  iii    inicr.   hi'lorr  iiiLin,..)!!    ]p:niii>s 
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IHEItKW'ITH    lUrriKN.  \\ri'[inr-|-  MY    Al'l'ir 
val.  lo  tlu-  ScriiiH'.  ill  wliiili  il  oiit;iu;ilrd,  l.ill  No. 
I!l.  .-ulillrd  ■■All  Ai-1    1.1  iiii-.i|]i'iiiilc  llii'  CiillKilic 
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porate  tlii'  i^istei-a  of  ^cicy  iu  I'hiludelphia,  und  is 
liable  to  the  aauie  objeetious;  aud  I  respectfully  refer 
to  my  message  of  tbii*  date,  retuiuiug  the  latter,  for 
my  leaeoiis  for  wUlihuliiing  a|iproval  from  thiu. 

JNO.  W.  (JEAltV. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate  the 
Brokers'  Beneficiul  Association  of  Philadelphia." 
Executive  Chamber. 
Harrisburg,  February  IS.  is    ■ 
(jeutlcmen : 
r    IIKKEWITH  KETUKK,  WITHOUT  MY  APPRO- 
l     val,  to  the  Seoato,  in  whkh  it  originated,  bill  No. 
(i7.  eDtitled  "An  Acl  to  incorporate  the  Brokers' 
beneficial    assoc-iatiou    of   Philadelphia."     It    appears 
from  Vioth  (he  title  and  the  face  of  this  bill  that  it  is 
merely  a  charitable  and  beneficial  association,  which 
the  courts  of  connmm  pleas  have  ample  power  to  in- 
corporate, under  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  act  of 
I3th  October,  1840. 
It  is  therefore  in  violation  of  the  ninth  section  of 
'  the  eleventh  article  of  the  Constitution,  and  for  the 
rensons  for  withholding  my  approval,  I  respectfully 
refer  the  Henate  to  my  message  of  this  date,  returning 
with  my  objections,  Senate  bill  No.  21,  entitled  "An 
Act  to  incorporate  tlie  Sisters  of  Mercy,  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia." 

JNO.  W.  GEABY. 


51— Vol.   Vlll-Jll 


8o2  Papers  of  the  Governors. 


To  tlie  Sen;itc  Nominating  Trustees  of  the  State  T-iin- 
atic  Hospital. 

Executive  CLaiuber, 
Hnnisbuig.  Feliniiirv  211,  IWit. 
ScDiitors : 

I  IK)  HEKEBY  M)MINATE  FOR  THE  ADVICE 
!iud  consent  of  Ihe  Senate,  in  conformity  willi  the 
r'^niiircuu'uts  of  the  fifth  Bection  of  the  act  of  Ao- 
Btmbly  of  the  141h  d;iy  of  April.  A.  D.  1845.  estah- 
lishin;;  tin  attylum  for  the  insane  poor  of  the  Common- 
wealth. Henry  Gilhert.  Esq..  of  the  conuty  of  Dau- 
phin, tieorge  Iterguer,  Eb<i.,  of  the  tounty  of  Dauphin, 
and  William  Louther,  Esi|.,  of  the  county  of  Perry,  to 
be  tniateeB  of  the  I'ennsylvania  State  Lunatic  Hottpi- 
tal,  for  three  years,  to  he  computed  from  the  seventh 
day  of  Pebruary  laBt  past. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
Governor. 


To  ilic  As-^omlilv  Tnin-iniiiJn-  (Vrlain   n..,-iiii;cin-^ 
Cunccrnin-n  Mnniiirciil  m  Ai>r;ili:iiii  l.iiu-Mln. 

i:\rrlllivc   Ck;!!!.!!.']-. 
Il;inisliiir-.  i'.liniiirv  -Jfl.  1Mi7. 
G<'iiil.'nL<'iL: 

IHAVK  TlIK  IIDNOU  TO  sriiMIT,  1 IKIUAVITII. 
l»<i  <.iiiiiiiiiiii(';iiiiii)s  fi'oni  His  Kxcrll.n.y,  Ifirh- 
■.\\,\  -I.  Ojilrsliy.  'ioveni.ii-  u(  ill.-  Suil,-  of  Illinois. 

(.f   a    ILlnuiLUM'Ill    lo    .\l.l';ili;i1ii    l.ilKnlli.       [    vn.V    n'S|..'.'I 
fittly  nf.T-   lhr.<illll,-   lu   tllr   lOTlsi.lrl'inii.ll    ..(   [\lv    I.(-is 

iiLtmv. 

.7NO.  W.  (ii:.\KV. 
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state  o!  Illinois,  Executive  Department, 
SprlngfleW,  February  — .  1867. 
To  His  Excellency  John  W.  Geary, 

Oovernor  ot  PenasytvaDla: 

Dear  Sir: — I  am  directed  by  the  National  Uncoln  monument 
association  to  address  you  upon  this  subject,  and  take  the  lib- 
erty respectfully  to  invite  your  attention  to  tbe  enclosed  me- 
morial, and  to  request  that  you  lay  the  same  before  the  Legis- 
ature  of  your  State,  now  in  session,  with  such  recommendations 
as  you  may  feel  the  importance  of  tbe  subject  requires,  and 
your  own  views  may  permit. 

After  nearly  two  years  of  continued  efforts  to  secure  tbe 
necessary  means  to  build  a  monument  over  the  remains  of  Mr. 
Lincoln,  by  private  subscriptions  and  donations,  we  feel  satis- 
fied that  we  have  reached  nearly  the  full  amount  that  may  be 
eipected  from  these  scurces.  and  that  a  public  duty,  next  to 
our  obhgatlons  to  the  memory  of  this  great  and  good  man,  re- 
quires us  to  directly  appeal  to  the  several  loyal  States,  through 
their  Legislatures,  to  aid  the  association  in  securing  what  Is 
bellved  will  be  the  necessary  sum  to  build  an  appropriate  and 
suitable  National  monument  over  his  remains. 

The  State  of  Illinois  has  responded  to  our  memorial  and 
petition  by  granting  an  appropriation  ot  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
We  have  In  the  hands  of  our  treasurer,  invested  in  Interest 
bearing  National  securities,  donated  by  private  subscriptions, 
after  the  payment  of  alt  expenses,  seventy-five  thousand  dollars. 
We  believe  we  will  hardly  be  justified  in  attempting  to  build 
a  monument  for  the  purpose  stated,  that  will  cost  less  (ban 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  We  bave,  at  present, 
but  one  half  ot  this  amount.  We  are  not  without  hope  that 
the  Legislature  of  your  State  may  feel  disposed  to  approve  our 
action,  and  the  conclusions  at  which  we  have  arrived,  and 
to  aid  our  association  by  such  an  appropriation  as  shall  en- 
courage us  to  hope  that  the  laudable  object  we  bave  in  view 
is  not  to  fail,  Lot  is  to  be  supported  by  that  just  and  liberal 
public  opinion,  which,  during  his  administration,  so  cheerfully 
and  steadily  supported  him. 

I  shall  be  most  happy  to  afford  you  any  Information  you  may 
desire  about  the  history  of  the  organization  and  action  of  our 
association,  and  shall  be  much  pleased  to  receive  either  from 
yourself,  or  from  tbe  Ijeglslature  of  your  Stale,  any  suggestions 
in  reference  to  this  subject. 

Very  respectfully, 

Vour  obedient  servant. 

R.  J.  OGLESBY. 
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MEMORIAL. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania: 
Your  memorialist,  members  of  the  National  Lincoln  monu- 
ment association,  would  most  respectfully  solicit  your  atten- 
tion to  the  accompanying  articles  of  association  and  memorial, 
which  they  have  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  State  of  Illinois,  now  in  session. 

The  Legislature  of  Illinois  has  appropriated  the  sum  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars  in  furtherance  of  the  objects  of  the  associa- 
tion. But  a  much  larger  amount,  in  the  opinion  of  your  me- 
morialists, and,  as  they  believe,  in  the  judgment  of  the  great 
body  of  the  loyal  American  people,  will  be  required  to  build 
a  monument  commensurate  with  the  dignity  and  grandeur  of 
the  objects  and  aims  contemplated  by  the  association. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  impart  to  this  enterprise  that  truly 
National  character  which  we  think  it  ought  to  assume,  we 
respectfully  ask  the  aid  of  your  great  State  in  rearing  such  a 
monument  to  the  memory  of  Abraham  Lincoln  as  will  be 
worthy  of  his  public  services  and  fame,  and  as  shall  truly  repre- 
sent the  love  and  reverence  of  the  American  people  for  the 
immortal  principles  of  liberty  and  justice  which  ever  found  in 
him  so  able  and  fearless  an  advocate,  and  for  his  fidelity  to 
which  he  lost  his  life. 

RICHARD  J.  OGLESBY, 

SHARON    TYNDALE, 

ORLIN  H.   MINER, 

NEWTON  BATEMAN, 

JOHN  T.  STUART, 

S.  H.  TREAT, 

JESSE  K.  DUBOIS, 

O.  M.  HATCH, 

JAMES  C.  CONKLING, 

S.  H.  MELVIN, 

JOHN  WILLIAMS, 

JAMES  H.   BEVERIDGE, 

JACOB  BUNN, 

THOMAS  J.  DENNIS, 

DAVID  L.  PHILLIPS. 
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To  the  Senate  Transmitting  a  Tabular  Statement  of 
Persons  under  Sentence  of  Death,  or  Convicted  of 
Murder  in  the  First  Degree,  With  Date  of  Sent- 
ence, Place  of  Conviction,  etc. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  8,  1867. 
Gentlemen: 

ON  TUK  UTII  FEBRUARY,  ULTIMO,  I  RE- 
ceivcd  from  voiir  honorable  body  the  following 
reaolutioii: 
"Resolved,  That  Ihc  Governor  be  requested  to  in- 
form the  Senate  how  many  i)erson8  were  in  prison, 
within  this  Commonwealth,  under  sentence  of  death, 
or  convicted  of  mui-der  in  the  first  degree,  on  the  15th 
Any  of  January,  18117,  together  with  the  date  of  sen- 
tence, place  of  conviction,  and  such  other  facts  as  may 
be  in  his  possession  in  regard  thereto;  and  if  such 
information  be  not  -n  his  possession,  to  obtain  the 
same  and  lay  it  before  the  Senate  at  an  early  day." 

The  desired  information  was  not  in  this  department, 
or  tliat  of  the  Seeivtary  of  the  Commonwealth.  On 
the  I4tli  of  February  I  addressed  to  the  sheriff  of  each 
counly  in  the  Stat,?  (accompanied  by  a  copy  of  said 
resolution)  the  following  letter: 

To  the  Sheriff  of — : 

Sir: — In  conipliance  with  the  following  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
you  will  inimcdiatt'ly,  on  receipt  hereof,  report  to  me 
all  information  required  by  said  resolution,  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  prison  under  your  charge. 
Very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEAEY, 
Crovernor  of  Pennsylvania. 
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plies  have  beea  received  from  all  llie  countiefl  ex- 
lour,  viz:  F)iri-si,  Franlilln,  Snyder  and  Hnllivao, 
li  have  failed  ir.  respond,  although  twice  ad- 
i^  u\mn  the  aiihject.  As  they,  probably,  have  no 
nalfl  of  tliL-  class  refererd  tn„  rather  than  delay 
ongcr,  i  CO  mm  11  iii  rate  to  your  honorable  liody  the 
niation  reoeivd.  iu  tabular  statement  herewith 
lilted,  Jiving  (hi'  d^^tiired  iufariuatioD  aa  of  the 
of  Uth  of  February,  18C7. 
I  have  thi'  honor  to  be. 

Most  respectfully,  I 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 
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To  the  Assembly  Concerning  the  Murder  of  Several 
Citizens  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
and  Transmitting  a  Petition  for  Aid  in  Bringing  the 
Assassins  to  Justice. 

ExecutivL-  Uliamber. 
Hanisbuig,  Manh  i:t.  ISfiT. 
Gentlemen: 

AI'KTITION  UAri  BEEN  PRESENTED  TO  51E 
lor  connidci-.iticiD,  whicU  Ih  of  such  unii&ual  iui- 
jjoilaucp,  that  1  deem  it  my  duty  to  tMiisiuit  it, 
with  uil  the  attompaiiying  jiapers,  to  the  legislature, 
with  the  reeommeiidalion  that  tlie  mattt-r  should  re- 
ceive prompt  attention.  From  these  papers  it  ap- 
pears that  in  the  y^r  ISOG,  two  youDg  men.  citizens 
ot  this  CoDiuionwt-alth,  Noah  II.  Zook  and  Ahniham 
H.  Zook,  Bons  of  J-uob  Zook,  of  Laucaater  county, 
went  to  the  State  ot  MiRsiesippi,  and  in  partnort^hip 
with  William  A.  Brown  and  Cyrus  L.  Brown,  residents 
of  that  Slal.-.  H'litfd  a  idantaliou  on  Bi^  Blark  river. 
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Upon  the  receipt  i>f  these  advices,  the  aid  of  tlie  Na- 
tioDal  Government  ^'iis  invoked,  and  a  gentleman  of 
rt'Hpectability,  a  member  of  the  bar,  was  sent  by  Wr. 
Jacob  Zoolv  to  Mississippi  to  iuvestignte  tbe  matter. 
Orders  were  sent  from  Washington  on  the  military 
officer  in  command  at  Vicksburg,  to  give  his  assistance, 
and  the  result  of  tho  search  and  investigation  will  be 
found  in  the  accompanying  papers.  It  is  proven  that 
two  citizens  of  I'eniisjivania,  wliile  pursuing  a  peace- 
ful and  lawful  calli.ig,  have  been  brutally  murdered, 
(the  body  of  one  having  been  found  as  before  stated), 
in  a  section  of  country  where  they  should  have  betn 
welcomed,  protected  and  encouraged,  especially  as 
they  had  gone  there  in  the  spirit  of  manly  enteiin'isc 
and  confidence,  to  contribute,  with  their  capital,  labor, 
skill  and  industry,  to  its  material  wealth,  social  ad- 
vantage and  political  tranquility. 

The  partners  of  tiicse  men,  who  are  believed  to  be 
their  murderers,  were  allowed  to  collect  the  property 
of  tlieir  slain  asMdciitterf,  and  then  to  leave  unmolested 
for  TcxaK.  Every  :inpediment  was  placed  in  tho  way 
of  the  investigation,  no  relief  was  given  by  the  local 
authorities,  and  the  ivsldents,  during  the  examination, 
either  avoided  answering,  or  responded  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  expose  their  sympathy  with  the  suspected, 
or  their  apprehension  of  evil  if  they  disclosed  all  they 
knew  of  the  occurrence.  The  father  of  these  mur- 
dered boys  has  asked  his  State  to  aid  him  in  bringing 
their  destroyers  to  justice;  and  for  the  purpose  of  more 
speedily  gratifying  his  wishes,  I  transmit  all  the  pa- 
pers in  the  case  to  you.  The  citizens  of  this  Common- 
wealth are  her  chiMren,  and  must  and  shall  be  pro- 
tected; and  it  is  her  imperative  duty  to  demand  and 
insist  that  wherever  they  shall  go  within  the  juris- 
dicliou  of  the  T'niteii  States,  their  persons,  their  prop- 
erty, their  reputation,  and  all  that  makes  up  the  en- 
joyment of  political  and  social  existence,  shall  be  se- 
cured to  them. 
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I  therefore  earnesily  commend  this  matter  to  your 
especial  attention,  r.nd  urge  that  by  some  expression 
of  your  sense  of  the  outrage,  and  of  your  determination 
to  right  this  wrong,  the  United  States  Government  will 
be  compelled,  by  the  oifer  of  a  suitable  reward,  (jind  by 
immediate  commands  to  these  oflicials,  now  happily 
vested  with  adequate  authority  by  the  military  bill 
of  occupation,  of  the  sections  of  our  country  recently 
red  with  the  names  of  rebellion,  and  filled  with  resi- 
dents poisoned  with  Ihe  malice  of  subjugated  treason, 
to  search  for  and  seize  the  perpetratoin?  of  this  horrid 
deed,  and  bring  them  to  speedy  retributiou. 

I  would  also  suggest,  as  asked  for  in  the  petition, 
that  a  reward  be  offered  by  the  State,  thus  increasing 
the  probabilities  of  apprehending  and  punishing  the 
assassins,  and  at  the  same  time  showing  the  lawless 
communities  which  <  ucourage  the  plunder  and  murder 
of  Northern  men,  and  conceal  and  shelter  the  perpe- 
trators of  the  crimes,  that  Pennsylvania  will,  at  all 
costs,  protect  her  citizens  and  enforce  obedience  to 
the  laws. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Documents 
Concerning  the  Antietam  National  Cemetery. 

Executive  Chamber, 
TIarri»burg,  March  14,  1867. 
Gentlemen: 

I  HAVE  THE  HONOR  TO  SUBMIT  HEREWITH, 
the  last  annual  leport  of  the  Antietam  National 
cemetery,  with  a'*companying  letters  from  Thomas 
A.  Boullt,  Esq.,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  said  asso- 
ciation, asking  for  nn  additional  appropriation  of  five 
thousand  dollars  from  this  Commonwealth,  for  the 
completion  of  said  cemetery. 
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The  amount  solinti'd  is  not  largo,  and  I  cannot 
doubt  but  your  honorable  body  will  cIictTfiiUy  respond 
to  BO  worthy  and  pairiolie  an  object. 

JNO.  W.  GEAKY. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  a  Letter  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of  North  Carolina  witli  Certain  Resolutions 
Inviting  the  States  of  the  Union  to  hold  a  National 
Convention  for  the  Purpose  of  Amending  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  15,  1867. 
Gentlemen: 

A  LETTER,  DATRl)  GTII  INHT.,  HAS  JUST  BEEN 
recfivt-d  from  no:i,  Jonathan  Worth,  Governor 
of  North  Carolina,  covering  a  set  of  resolutions 
adopted  by   the  Legislature  of  that  district,  both  of 
which,  according  to  bis  request,  are  herewith  trans- 
mitted to  you. 

■  The  object  of  the  resolutions  is  to  invito  "alt  the 
States,  North,  South,  East  and  West,"  to  a  National 
Convention,  for  the  purpose  of  "proposing,  in  exact 
conforniity  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
such  anicndnu'nts  In  the  Constitution,  that  the  result 
will  be«uch  mutual  concessions  as  will  lead  to  a  restor- 
ation of  our  former  happy  relations." 

Under  ordinary  •■jrcumstances  I  would  be  satisfied 
to  simply  submit  this  communication  to  the  Legisla- 
ture without  comment;  but  iu  this  instance  the  occa- 
sion seems  to  demiUid  something  more.  I  am  by  no 
raeanf  insensible  to  a  noble  spirit  of  concession  and 
forbearance,  necessary  to  impart  vitality  to  our  Na- 
tional existence;  and,  therefore,  in  deliberating  upon 
this  important  subject,  I  would  recommend  that  local 
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feeliii<'8  ami  idc-judkcB  lie  mt-rged  iu  a  patriotic  deter- 
mination to  iiionioti'  ibf  imblic  welfare.  But  wben  we 
refiet't  tiiat  tbt-  ifcojilf  of  North  Ctiroliiia^  iuvitiug  this 
iiseeDibly.  an:  not  in  full  comiuuuion  witb  the  loyal 
States;  that  they  have  beeu,  for  many  yeaiM,  in  Ibe 
habit  of  loolcing  with  great  indifference  upon  the  Na- 
liuuul  interestH.  and  of  tolerating  disloyalty;  that 
throughout  lh<^  thrilling  and  i>augninary  war  of  the  re- 
bt.'tlion  they  used  their  utmost  etTorts  to  destroy  the 
Constitution  and  the  Union,  and  to  establish  a  hostile 
government  of  their  <iwn;  that  they  have  recently  re- 
fused to  ratify  the  inild  and  wholesome  amendmeiilH 
to  the  Constitution;  that  Congress,  by  the  passage  of 
the  re-cons  true  tioii  act,  has  made  a  salutary  girovL^ion 
for  their  future  military  gorernmeni,  aud  for  that  of 
the  other  refractory  distrittB  lately  engaged  in  rebel 
lion,  is  not  the  presumption  with  which  these  unri-- 
peotaut  rebels  and  subjugated  traitors  now  ask  for 
'"mutual  poncea«ions"  surprising?  The  people  of  Penn- 
sylv:L[ii;i   ]ui\,-  :il\\. LIS  briii   li.viil   1o   llu-  I  U.v<-MiiLi<-it1. 

11IL,'    l<>    Ihi-   r.ilisliKLlinn    :IIh1    hlW.-^  .il'   l\H'    X:niM1l.   ;llLtl 


(<.  (!l>llny.  Thr  ^HlllV  Uu\ui<-  nf  llln 
si-Ii.'il  111.  ill  lo  a  \-.\<-  .lilli-|.-lll  lask  — Ml 
I,  nil-    nf    lllr    rulH|11r|-,l|-s.    IIImI    nhr,Vu-V 

whi.  h  w  all  ,.l..-y. 

While  I'cnii^vhaiiia  has  im  ,  nm-.-ssio 

iiii'Mt  i>r  Hii  llu'  Slah's  ill  111.'  I'rii'M;.  ra 
tl,.'  cili/.i-Tis  nf  Xi.i-lli  Carolina,  ami  ol  : 
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Hlates,  to  return,  without  delay,  to  the  benign  influ- 
ences of  the  Goverument,  while  yet  the  terms  of  such 
a  i-eturn  are  easy,  ami  not  to  wait  for  more  severe  con- 
ditions, and  perhaps  for  more  serious  punishment. 
JNO.  W.  GEAEY. 

state  of  North  Carolina, 
Executive  Department,  Raleigh,  March  6, 1S6T. 
To  Hta  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Dear  Sir; — I  herewith  enclose  to  you  resolutions  of  the  Gen- 
era) Assembly  of  this  State,  proposing  a  plan  of  composing  our 
national  troubles  In  exact  conformity  with  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

If  these  resolutions  shall  meet  the  approval  of  the  States, 
and  of  the  CoDgress,  I  do  not  doubt  that  the  result  will  be 
such  mutual  concessions  as  will  lead  to  a  cordial  restoration  of 
the  relations  among  the  State  which  of  old  made  the  American 
Union  the  pride  ot  our  people,  and  the  envy  of  the  natloos. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JONATHAN  WORTH, 
Governor  of  North  Carolina, 

PREAMBLE  AND  RESOLUTIONS  PROPOSING  THE  CALL 
OF  A  NATIONAL  CONVENTION. 

Wtiereas,  The  people  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  have 
repeatedly  declared,  through  their  representatives,  their  desire 
that  harmonious  relations  should  be  fully  restored  between  this 
Stale  and  the  United  Stales,  according  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  Uuited  States,  on  terms  alike  safe  and  honorable  to  all 
parties:  and  to  effect  such  harmony,  are  willing,  in  a  consti- 
tutional manner,  to  assent  to  any  amendment  of  the  ConstltU' 
tion  of  the  United  States,  giving  full  Indemnity  and  security 
tor  the  peace  and  permanency  of  the  Union,  which  may  be 
constitutionally  proposed,  and  whatever  shall  seem  to  them 
compatible  with  civil  liberty,  and  tending  to  promote  the  gen- 
eral welfare; 

And  whereas.  By  the  flfth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  declared,  that  "the  Congress,  whenever 
(wo-thlrds  of  both  Houses  shall  deem  It  necessary,  shall  pro- 
pose amendments  (o  the  Constitution,  or  on  application  of  the 
Legislatures  of  two-thirds  of  the  several  States,  shall  call  a 
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convention  for  propoaing  amendments,  vhich.  in  either  cas«, 
shall  be  valid  lo  all  Intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the  Caa- 
stitutlon,  when  ratified  by  three- fourths  at  the  several  States, 
or  by  convenlloDS  in  three-fourths  thereof,  as  the  one  or  other 
mode  of  ratification  may  be  proposed  by  Congress:  and  that 
no  Stale,  without  Us  consent,  shall  be  deprived  of  Its  equal 
surrrage  In  the  Senate." 

BelievinE  that  no  belter  mude  can  be  devised,  to  compose  the 
aulmosities  growing  out  of  the  late  war,  than  that  contemplated 
ty  the  alternatl^-e  proposition  in  said  flUli  article  of  the  Coa- 
stitutlon  of  the  United  Stales;   therefor. 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Slate  of  North  Caro- 
lina, That  this  State  doth  apply  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  call  of  a  National  Convention,  Id  which  all  the 
States,  north,  soulh.  east  and  west,  shall  be  represented,  ac- 
cording to  the  Conelitution.  to  propose  such  amendments  to  the 
Constitution. as  shall  seem  fltted  to  promote  the  general  welfare, 
peace,  the  harmony  and  prosperity  of  the  United  States;  which 
amendments,  when  ratified  by  three-fourths  of  the  several 
Stales,  shall  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  a  part  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  Governor  of  this  State  transmit 
to  Ute  President  of  the  United  StateB,a.cop7af  tbflie  reBEdatlona, 
to  be  communicated  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States;  and 
also,  a  ((ipy  to  tho  (Jovcrntir  of  each  of  the  Stntes,  with  the 
[■equosi  ihiit  tin-  wimc  he  Icilil  lii'foTe  the  Legislature  of  each 
Sliite  i[i  III!'  riiioii. 


To  tlK-  .\sscni1jlv  W'lMiii-  -All  \,-l  m  lncnr|,.)raie  iSk- 
MariiK-  Ilosi.ilal  n("  lVnii-xhaiii:i  iti  ilio  Cnuiitv 
of  F.rii',  lo  1-i.N  l.uc;iliuii  of  llu.i>iial  in  Kric  City, 
and  to  (iniiu  koal  IMaK-  [■•  Sai.l  Hn>|,it:il." 

i:xci'iiii\i>  ChiiiiilK-r, 
Hanishni-;;,  MukIi  Ml,  IS'u. 
GcTiitlpmc'ii; — 

HEiiEWiTiT  IK  i:r.Tri!Ni-:n,  w  itiioi  r  mv  ai>. 
[iroval.  Sfiiiil.-  Iiill.  \o.  2H;.  .■iiiillfd    -.Vii   .\rl 
(o  itir(.r[.i,ralc  llu-  Mnrim'  Ii..simIiiI  of  i'.-iinsyl 
vnnia,  in  tlie  county  of  Eric,  lo  lix  lorriiioii  of  lios]iti;il 
ill  Kric  city.  iiTui  to  crnnt  rnal  instate  h.  sai.l  liosjiilal." 
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By  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  seclioiis  of  ili-' 
bill  certain  property  of  the  State,  on  tlic  shore  of  l>ake 
Erie,  and  in  or  near  the  city  of  Erie,  is  donated  to 
the  hospital  proposed  to  be  incorporated.  Without 
reserving  any  right  of  ultimate  reversion  to  the  Com- 
monwealth, in  any  contingency,  the  second  section  de- 
clares that  the  said  corporation  shall  have  the  right 
to  "graut,  bargain,  sell,  convey,  •  •  •  or  dispose 
of,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  corporation," 
■  •  •  ..,,„y  ijjuda^  tenements,  goods  and  chattels, 
of  whatever  kind,  nature  or  iiuaiity.  real,  mixed  or  per- 
Konul.  which  are  now,  or  shall  or  may  at  any  time  here- 
afler  become  tlie  property  of  the  said  corporation  or 
body  politic,  by  purchase,  gift,  grant,  bargain,  sale 
or  otherwise."  The  property,  proposed  to  be  donated 
by  the  State,  is  so  imperfectly  described  in  the  bill, 
that  no  correct  idea  of  the  quantity  or  value  can  be 
had  from  a  mere  perusal  of  the  act.  From  the  best 
tuforniatlon  I  have  on  the  subject,  the  (piantity  of 
lands  is  some  fifty  acres  or  upwards,  on  the  shore  and 
harbor  <)f  the  lake,  and  extending  on  the  water  front 
one  thousand  feet  into  the  lake,  .  It  is  represented  to 
me,  and  with  much  show  of  probability,  that  this  prop- 
erty is  of  great  value,  present  and  prospective,  and 
as  the  tiill  seems  so  loosely  framed,  as  that  the  whole 
title  of  the  Commonwealth  to  the  premises  may  be 
taken  away  and  ultimately  transferred  to  third  par- 
ties, without  any  equivalent,  1  do  nO't  feel  justified, 
as  at  present  advised,  in  approving  the  bill.  The  crea- 
tion of  a  hospital  is  a  most  worthy  object,  and  I  regret 
the  nei^e.^sity  which  places  me  in  apparent  antago- 
nism to  it,  but  regard  for  what  appears  to  be  my  duty 
as  guardian  of  the  publir  interest,  leaves  me  no  alter- 
native. 

JNO.  W.  GEAKY. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Repeal  an 
Act  to  Authorize  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  Increase  its  Capital  Stock,  to  Issue  Bonds 
and  to  Secure  the  Same  by  Mortgage." 

Eseciitive  Cliambep, 
Hanisburg,  March  20, 1867. 
(leiMlenicn:^ 

T UK  ACT.  KNTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  REPEAL  AX 
.■lit,  cntillt'd  'A  further  supplement  to  the  act 
inrorporating  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  com- 
piiny,  aiitlioriziiig  nti  increase  of  capital  stock,  and  to 
borrow  money,'  approved  the  2lBt  day  of  March,  1866, 
to  aiithorixe  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  company  to  in- 
crease its  capital  etock,  to  issue  bonds,  and  to  secure 
the  same  by  mortgage,"  has  received  that  careful  con- 
Biderution  from  me  which  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject si^-nts  to  demand;  and  nutwithstanding  the  high 
ri'Bpi'ft  ]  enlertnin  Cor  the  two  branchcj*  of  the  Ijegi»la- 
ture.  and  the  extreme  rehictanoe  I  have,  at  any  time,  to 
dilTcr  with  llu-m,  T  iini  iiulucr-d.  liy  my  cnnvirtioiis  of 
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ill. 
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at  any  special  meetiut;  convened  for  tUat  purpose,  iu 
mann<.'i'  as  aforesaid,  to  increase  and  dispose  of  any 
udditionnl  number  uf  shares,  not  exceeding  fifty  thou- 
sand, BO  that  the  whole  amount  of  said  capital  stock 
Bhall  not  exceed  ten  millions  of  dollars,  and  receive 
and  demand  the  moneys  for  the  additional  shares,  in 
like  manner,  subject  to  the  same  couditione  hereinbe- 
fore provided  for  the  original  subBcriptions,  as  shall 
tie  provided  for  in  the  by-laws  of  said  company. 

The  manner  prescribed  for  the  increase  and  disposi- 
tion of  the  stock,  in  the  foregoing  seution,  is  certainly 
most  unexcepliouable.  It  being  under  the  direction 
of  the  stockholders,  and  not  at  the  option  of  the  di- 
reHors,  as  is  provided  in  the  bill  under  consideration, 
and  which  is  deemed  objectionable. 

The  tweuty-second  section  imposed  a  tonnage  tax 
ae  one  of  the  conditions  upon  which  the  original  char- 
ter was  obtained,  which  has  siuce  been  repealed  by 
statute,  and  the  accumulated  tax  released. 

Hy  act  approved  April  23, 1852,  the  capital  stock  was 
increased  to  J  1^,00 0,01)0;  May  ti,  1852,  to  |14,000,00; 
March  2:t,  185;i,  to  |1«,000,000;  May  2,  1855,  to  f20,- 
1100,000,  and  March  2, 1806,  to  |30,0(10,000. 

Willi  no  other  object  on  my  part  than  to  be  sei'vice- 
abic  to  luy  countrymen,  to  preserve  and  transmit,  un- 
sullied, the  great  principles  and  the  true  policy  of  our 
goveriimenl,  and  honorably  to  perform  the  trusts,  du- 
ti(H.  obligations  and  reKponsibilities  committed  to  my 
('hiir{;c,  I  }iroceed  in  the  performance  of  (hese  objects 
as  1  iinderMland  them.  1  am  sincerely  friendly  to  a.l 
the  railroad  and  other  comjianies  that  have  aided  in 
the  development  of  the  wealth  and  resources  of  the 
Stfl'te,  and  while  1  cheerfully  accord  the  same  senti- 
ment to  your  honorable  bodies,  I  can  hut  regret  that 
there  should  be  any  difference  of  opinion  between  us 
on   the  proposed  enactment.     And  if  in  stating  the 


(ibjections,  I  shall  use  expreBstons  wliicli 
garded  as  too  strong,  in_v  apology  will,  I  tnist,  be  foimd 
in  the  impoi-taafe  of  the  subject.     I  will  stale  rliem 
frankly,  and  with  an  ranch  brevity  as  possible. 

Waiving  objections  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill 
under  consideration,  and  waiving  also  an  inquiry  us 
to  the  legal  rights  to  thus  authorize  the  rhange  of 
the  fundauu-ntal  law  nf  a  corporation  and  bind  stock- 
holders. I  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  ihe  second, 
which  confers  powers  of  the  most  extraordinary  char- 
actpi"  upon  the  directors  of  the  company,  •  •  • 
"providing  further  facilities  required  by  the  increase 
of  the  biininess  upon  the  road  and  its  connectious,  and 
fop  aui-h  other  purposes,  connected  with  its  busines<i. 
lis  tlie  board  of  directors  of  said  company  may  deem 
expedient,  it  shall  he  lawful  for  the  said  board  of  di- 
rectors, from  time  tu  time,  to  issue  additional  shares 
of  cupilnl  stock  of  said  company,  to  such  amount  as 
they  may  determine,  and  to  apportion,  or  dispose,  of 
the  caict  sliiiri^s.  in  Biich  iniinner.  and  uimn  su.-b  Iithis 
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Were  this  bill  to  bccume  a  law.  to  wliat  amount 
may  uot  the  dirt'ctors  exteod  the  capital  stock  with 
Buch  imliiuiLed  privilej^es?  To  what  branch  of  buni- 
nees  shall  it  be  coDflned,  and  to  what  may  it  not  be 
extended?  And  where  is  the  power  to  keep  it  within 
its  legitimate  (unctions,  if  it  should  deem  it  proper  to 
depart  from  them?  Its  tremendous  power,  in  irre- 
sponsible bauds,  would  be  unlimited  and  uncontrolla- 
ble by  auy  other  power  short  of  revolution.  It  has 
already  obtained,  in  the  various  chartered  privileges, 
the  pre  occupamy  of  nearly  every  possible  i-ailroad 
route  in  Pennsylvania,  with  the  privilege  of  branches 
and  lateral  roads  in  a  large  majority  of  the  counties. 
As  shown  by  official  reports,  it  has  besides  nearly 
eleven  hundred  miles  of  road  in  Pennsylvania,  its 
extensions  to  Marietta,  Columbus  and  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
and  to  Chicago.  111.,  and  holds  large,  and  in  some  in- 
stjinces,  controlling,  amounts  of  stock  in  other  rail- 
road companies.  When  such  extraordinary  powers 
are  attempted  to  be  granted,  for  an  unlimited  period, 
I  consider  it  palpably  contrary  to  the  spirit  and  In- 
tention of  our  institutions.  The  present  directors,  it 
may  be  assumed,  are  honorable  gentlemen,  for  they 
assert  they  have  good  intentions  for  the  public  inter- 
ests as  welt  as  for  those  of  the  company,  but  time  may 
elTect  a  change,  and  a  new  board,  that  may  not  recog- 
nize Iheir  duty  to  the  stockholders,  and  to  the  righte 
ard  interests  of  the  people,  and  forgetting  their  pa- 
triotism, might  be  found  arrayed  against  the  country 
when  its  services  were  required.  It  is  not  an  impos- 
sible hypothesis,  that  its  capital  stock  might  be  ex- 
tended to  one  thousand  millions  of  dollars,  or  even 
to  an  amount  equal  to  the  present  national  indebted- 
ness. The  whole  control  of  the  institution,  and  of  the 
issue  of  its  bonds,  necessarily  lie  in  the  hands  of  a  few 
direetors,  and  not  in  those  of  the  stockholders,  whose 
real  interests  should  be  represented.    The  facilities 
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by  which  any  board  of  diretlors  could  perpctoatG 
power,  in  its  owii  hands,  might  be  un  inviting  tempta- 
tion to  DionoiJOliie  or  engrosB  a  sufflcient  number  of 
sharei^  of  stock,  by  purchase,  and  proxies  from  non- 
residents, too  confidingly  given,  or  perhups  by  fi-nndu- 
ient  issui',  (o  control  the  vote  of  the  stockholdeiB,  The 
luime  board  might  by  fair  means  thus  be  perpetuated, 
or  by  a  dexteroae  mixing  or  misrepresenling  of  an- 
conntH,  with  not  much  risk  or  re8pon8ibiIit,y  on  their 
part,  might  fraudulently  control  forever  the  affairs 
of  the  company.  In  my  opinion  the  stockholders  thera- 
selves,  wlio.  like  ttie  people  in  onr  form  of  govern- 
ment, are  the  true  source  of  power,  shonld  closely 
examine  into  the  responsibilities,  just  presented,  if 
they  would  preserve  and  perpetuate  their  own  rights 
within  the  corjoratiou.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  in- 
stance where  a  company  has  been  destroyed  by  the 
immediate  action  of  its  stockholders,  but  where  too 
much  power  has  been  placed  in  tbe  hands  of  directors 
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of  our  elections,  or  what  is  e<nialiy  as  bad,  that  our 
goveruorB,  legislators  and  other  State  authorities 
might  be  effected  with  the  blandishments  of  its  power, 
its  offices,  and  its  wealth.  They  could  "make  the  rich 
richer  and  the  poor  poorer."  They  could,  in  a  word, 
make  their  organization  a  monopoly — a  term  which  a 
distinguished  jurist  and  lawgiver  defines  to  be  "that 
which  grinds  the  people  between  the  upper  and  the 
nether  milUtones" — and  its  power  would  become  so 
great,  that  should  any  citizen,  or  even  an  officer  of  the 
government,  attempt  to  restrain  it  within  its  char- 
tered limits  and  proper  franchises,  he  would  be  made 
to  feel  itB  withering  influences.  There  Is  always  dan- 
ger in  the  creation  of  monopolies,  for  in  proportion 
as  they  are  increased  are  the  rights  of  the  citizen 
abridged.  Jfad  buiIi  a  jiroiKwition  been  made  in  the 
early  days  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  even  a  quarter  of 
a  century  ago,  or  when  this  comjiany  applied  for  its 
charter,  it  would  have  been  rebuked  by  the  people, 
without  distinction  of  party,  upon  its  lirst  annuncia- 
tion. 

I  am  not  inimical  to  the  Tennsylvania  railroad  com- 
pany, but  1  am  positively  its  friend.  I  honor  its  man- 
agement for  the  energy  displayed  in  the  share  they 
have  taken,  with  others,  in  the  development  of  our 
State,  and  am  determined  that  it  and  all  other  corpo- 
rations shall  be  proteetcd  and  defended  in  all  their 
rights,  privileges  and  franchises,  already  derived,  or 
that  may  hereafter  be  derived,  from  legislative  action. 
But  when  they  ask  for  unlimited  privileges,  which  can 
and  may  he  used  as  engines  to  threaten,  endanger,  and 
control  the  interests,  and  perhaps  the  very  action  of 
the  government,  by  the  absorption  of  our  internal  im- 
provementft,  and  every  branch  of  industry  within  the 
State,  and  the  holding  of  many  liousands  of  our  people 
in  a  dependent  condition,  they  must  be  refused. 

It  is  said  that  other  corporations  have  had  unlimited 
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pov>ers  coiiltrred  upon  tlieiu,  and  no  evils  have  re- 
sultt'd;  but  as  far  as  such  cases  have  been  cited,  I  find, 
u].on  examination,  that  they  were,  almost  without 
excei)tion,  confeired  upon  the  stockholders  on  terms 
a:;d  with  limitatioKs,  and  not  upon  directors.  And 
if  there  weie  such,  and  they  were  known  to  be  wrong 
in  principle,  it  is  one  of  the  best  and  strongest  reasons 
why  the  practice  should  be  discontinued.  If  it  is 
right  that  the  Legislature  should  confer  unlimited 
powers  upon  one  iiistitution,  it  has  a  right  to  multiply 
such  corporations  at  its  i)leasure;  and  if  they  should 
be  managed  by  those  whose  predilections  and  inter- 
ests would  be  similar,  the  control  of  the  Common- 
wealth would  be  irretrievably  committed  to  their 
hands,  and  the  sovereignty  would  depart  from  the 
people.  If  it  is  deemed  necessary  for  the  proper  man- 
agement of  the  comj)any  that  its  stock  should  be  in- 
creased, let  it  be  done  as  heretofore  requested  by  them, 
gradually  by  the  Legislature,  just  as  the  necessity  for 
such  increase  can  be  clearlv  demonstrated,  and  after 
due  notice  that  it  is  intended  to  make  application  for 
such  increase  of  capital,  and  then  only  at  the  request 
of  th(»  stockholders. 

Prior  to  the  late  election,  1  found  among  the  peo- 
ple tliroughout  the  State  that  theimportant  question 
of  railroads,  in  all  its  shapes  and  guises,  conld  not 
I  i»  pioju  r!y  ignored.  It  was  regarded  as  a  matter  of 
{.M  h  paramount  importance,  that  pledges  were  asked 
of  the  gubernatorial  candidates,  and  certain  interrog- 
atories addressed  to  them,  to  which  answers  were  re- 
quired. One  of  the  interrogatories,  addressed  to  my- 
self, was  in  these  words,  viz:  **Will  you,  if  elected 
Chief  Magistrate  of  Pennsylvania,  faithfully  exert  the 
power  of  your  administration  to  defeat  any  and  every 
attempt  made  by  legislation  or  otherwise,  for  the 
monopoly  and  control,  by  one  corj)oration,  of  the  rail- 
road policy  of  the  State?''     To  which  T,  in  good  faith, 
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replied,  "that  while  I  bolievc  it  to  be  improper  to 
bring  the  infliieuce  of  the  Executive  Pepnrtinent  to 
bear  upon  tlie  Tvegislature,  in  anticipation  of  its  action, 
except  in  the  way  of  recommendation,  I  am  heartily 
opposed  to  the  creation  of  any  monopoly  in  tlie  rail- 
road system  of  the  State,  or  giving  any  artificial  body, 
cieated  by  the  law,  powers  which  would  place  it  above 
and  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Legislature."  .\nd  in 
my  reply  I  further  stated,  that  "the  spirit  of  monopoly, 
in  this  and  other  matters,  should  be  diaconraged  in 
a  repi*blican  government,  and  I  have  no  sympathy 
with  any  jiolicy  which  may  be  designed  for  its  enconr- 
agement."  And  in  speal;ing  of  railroad  companies, 
I  further  remarked:  "WJiile  these  corporations  con- 
tinue to  act  their  part,  as  public  servantf,  they  should 
be  carefully  ])rotected.  They  should  not  be  permitted 
to  overstep  their  legitimate  functions.  As  creatures 
of  the  law.  thoy  should  obey,  and  be,  in  every  respect, 
subservient  to  the  law," 

In  accordance  with  the  doctrines  thus  pronounced, 
the  public  have  rendered  their  verdict,  and  expect  of 
me  a  strict  compliance  of  the  pledges  then  given. 
These  are  not  new  doctrines  or  principles.  They  wei"*; 
fearlessly  enunciated  in  the  incipient  part  of  the  cam- 
paign, and  were  discussed  freely  by  the  people,  by 
the  press,  and  by  public  spealiers  generally  throughout 
the  State.  I  feel  that  I  am  solemnly  bound  to  obey 
these  pledges,  and  I  have  no  desire  or  intention  to 
evade  or  disobey  them.  The  people  may  rest  satiRfied 
and  iissiired,  that  neither  this,  nor  any  other,  pledge 
given  them  when  I  was  asking  their  suffrages,  shall  be 
violated. 

That  the  people  have  an  indisputa'ble  and  inherent 
right  to  inntnict  their  public  servants,  and  to  mould 
and  fashion  their  institutions  to  suit  themselves,  no 
one  believing  in  a  republicnn  form  of  governmenl.  will 
for  a  moment  pretend  to  deny,  and  1  believe  the  tor- 
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relative  oliligiitioii,  llial  thote  holding  office  are  bound 
i"  ubey.  is  equally  (me.  These  ins  true  t  ions  were  con- 
veyed to  me  in  tlie  best  possible  mode — through  the 
ballot  box.  Viewing  this  qiieation  without  [irejudiee, 
no  man  can  doubt  that  our  citixena  are  earnestly  op- 
posed to  the  granting  to  corporations  any  unlimited 
powers,  which  may  be  converted  into  monopolies,  and 
which  cannot  be  held  sabseiTient  to  the  Legislature, 
and  to  the  true  interests  of  the  State. 

A  solicitous  regard,  therefore,  for  truth  and  justice, 
has  impelled  me  to  the  course  I  have  taken  upon  this 
snbject,  and  with  the  full  assurance  that  I  have  done 
my  duty,  I  herewith  return  the  bill  without  my  signa- 
ture. 

JXO.  W.  GEARY. 


To  the  Assembly  Requesting-  the  Repeal  or  Modifica- 

linii  .)f  (,\Tt:iiii  rnnisioiis  of  "All  \ct  U<  AllliloHzo 
tlR-  .V!k-lli'tlv  K;iili-nail  to  Mnrl-^l-C  iis  K,,,-id  oi- 
i;nuu-lK-.  In  Cnni|-U'lc  iIk-  S^imc," 


M'^'  ATTisN'i'uiN  HAS  i;i;i:\  cAi.i.i;])  to  the 
la. -I    llial    on    ilir  sil,   „f  Mnr.-li,    lS(i7.   I   sit:m'd 
:iii  ail,  ciiiiilcl    "All  A.-l   I.,  aiiihon/e  llie  Alle- 
t;h.-ny     VaHri     niilioa.i     m     ti.<.riKam>    Lis    road    iuid 


Sill,-,.    I    ^]i!,IM-<]    Ui.U     ;lrl      i    h-dU-    .iisr.Mi'1-...l    llnit     U 
;illlll..li/.i-s     lllr    ,l!lr,l.,is     nf    s;lid    r,>Ill[.iLll  V     l<t    ,TI-;ll.- 

iMMi.is.  payalil..  ai    -.urh   liin,-  a-    ili.->    may  il,.(.Tiniru. 
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outlay  upon  any  branch  road  or  roads,  to  be  bereafter 
constructed  under  tlie  provisiouB  of  the  charter  of  the 
Allegheny  Valley  railroad  company,  its  supplements 
or  laws  affecting  said  company.  This  power  to  bor- 
row au  iinliinited  amount,  and  at  Ihe  absolute  discre- 
tion of  the  directors,  is  an  iaiprovidont  and  impolitic 
grant,  and  had  1  observed  it  at  the  time  the  bill  was 
presented  I  would  not  have  signed  it.  It  escaped  me 
in  the  pressure  of  public  business,  and  the  first  duty 
I  owe  you  and  the  people  of  the  State  is  to  say  this, 
and  to  request  you  to  repeal  the  act,  or  modify  it  with 
proper  restrictions. 

I   have  directed  special  notice  of  this  message  to 
be  sent  to  the  president  and  directors  of  the  company. 
JNO.  W.  OEABY. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting;  Resolutions  of  the 
Citizens  of  PottsviUe  for  the  Purpose  of  Obtaining 
Legislation  to  Terminate  the  Murders  being  Com- 
mitted in  that  Community. 

.  Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisbui^;,  March  21.  1867. 
(lemtlemen: — - 

1HAVE  BEEN  WAITED  I'PON  THIS  AFTER- 
noon  by  a  large  delegation  of  respectable  citizens 
of  Schuylkill  county,  who  have  come  here  in  pur- 
suance to  instructions  contained  in  a  resolution  adopt- 
ed at  a  mass  meeting  of  citizens,  held  in  PottsviUe,  Inst 
evening,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  legislation  which 
will  terminate  the  scenes  of  murder  and  outrage  which 
are  now  shocking  the  community  with  their  enormity. 
In  obedience  to  their  request,  and  in  accordance  with 
my  own  wishes,  I  call  yonr  attention  to  the  resolutions 
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'  paseed  at  the  meetinp  last  I'veniug,  a  eopy  of  which  is 
'  herewith  trausmilted,  and  iirgt-  ujion  you  the  uecesBily 
I  and  importauce  of  imiuedint(.>  acliou. 

The  petitiODers  simply  aek  a(  your  hands  protection 
Ifor  their  persouB  and  their  property,  a  right  whieli 
^idionld  be  willingly  and  prom|>tly  graiitL>d  before  the 
'  BOil  of  their  L-ounCy  i»  again  lediiened  with  the  blood 
I  of  a  peaceful  and  luotTenBive  resident. 

During  the  last  three  or  four  years  nearly  fifty  miir- 
isTH  have  been  committed  in  Hchuylkill  county,  and 
I  the  murderer,  in  almost  every  innlanoe.  whb  allowed 
|to  escape  almost  entirely,  from  the  fesr  of  Ilie  Hti- 
^Keos  to  take  any  .iction  toward  the  deteition  Jind  con- 
[^(ction  of  the  criminal. 

(The  people  of  that  section,  as  of  all  others  of  111  » 
Commonwealth,  should  and  must  he  protected  by  thv 
lauthorities  of  the  Slate,  and  I  reepecl fully  ui-ge  yen 
'  to  listen  to  the  appeal  herewith  enclosed,  and  take 
Buch  action  as  in  your  wisdom  yon  deem  best  sntted 
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tii'iitleTiieii: — 

IllAVt:  Tin:    IinXOIt  T(l  SI  ItMIT    MIOUKWITll 
a  h>ll,-r  from  His  KmcII.'IU  y.  K.  K.  F.-iildu,  (iover- 
TK.r  iif  llii- Stall'  «if  Nfw  ^..ik,  liiti'l  fi.iii-  ciii'losiiri's 
iii'.'oiii[>;iii>iut,'  lli.'siiiiHM  (111  Ilii>  siiliji'.l  <if  rhc  wrstein 
boundary  liptwe.-ii  ilijil  Siah-  and  this  <'.iiiiiii.iinvfalili. 
■.■•\i\  111.'  moniini.Tiis  wlii.  Ii  Tn;irk  saiil  hoiiiulary. 
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1  cordially  commend  llii?  whole  Biibjittl  to  jour  hon- 
orabl*;  bod.v.  as  one  well  wortlij  join  most  respectful 
roiisideratioii. 

JNO.  \V.  GEAKV. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "A  Supplement  to  the  Act 
Incorporating  .the  Colebrookdaie  Railroad  Com- 
pany." 

Esecutive  Chamber, 
Harrisbui-g.  March  28,  1807. 
Gentlemen; — 

HEREWITH  IS  RETUKNEU,  WITHOUT  MY  Ap- 
proval, to  tbo  Senate,  in  which  it  originated,  bill. 
No.  808,  entitled  "A  supplement  to  the  act  in- 
corporating the  Colebrookdale  railroad  company,  ap- 
proved the  23d  day  of  March,  1865." 

This  bill  provides  that  the  bonds  of  said  company 
"shall  be  exempt  from  all  taxes,  except  State  taxes, 
until  the  net  receijits  of  said  road  Bhall  be  Bufilcient 
to  p;iy  yearly  six  per  i-eutuni  per  annum  upon  the  cost 
of  conBlruction." 

There  is  a  constant  pressure  upon  the  IjCgislatute 
lo  exinipt  various  classes  of  proiK'rty  from  taxation, 
and  in  deference  to  established  precedents,  I  have 
approved  sundry  acts  exempting  property  held  tor  re- 
liRions  and  charitable  purposes.  Taxation,  to  be  just, 
phould  be  uniform,  and,  ho  far  as  practicable,  its  bur- 
dens should  he  made  to  bear  alike  upon  all  property  in 
proportion  to  its  value.  The  real  estate  of  the  Com- 
monwealth having  been  wholly  exempted  from  taxa- 
tion by  law,  it  becomes  necessary  to  guard  with  more 
i.irc  the  remaining  sources  of  revenue,  to  the  end 
that  ii'i  necessary  expenditures  may  be  honora^bly  met. 
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•  bill  Iirrt^witli  retiirupd,  being  in  violittiou  of  these 

*ral  iirinciiileB,  ciiimot  receive  my  signature. 

t  lias  been  urged  that  this  railroad  is  n  short  one, 

tbat  the  amount  of  (axes  upon  its  bouds  wonid  be 
inBignifltaiit  ata  to  be  of  no  practical  importance. 
H  may  be  so;  yd  lonj;  or  short,  it  clearly  embraces 

priiicijile  of  i'xciii]itiug  railroad  bonds  from  taxa- 
',  ai'd  if  llie  prhuijile  be  ouce  conceded,  every  rail- 
1  company  in  the  State  would  iusiat  upon  its  appli- 
on  to  them. 

embrace  Ihia  ooccasion  to  recommend  to  the  Senate 
ater  care  ia  framing  titles  to  bills,  in  compliance 
li  the  eighth  eection  of  the  eleventh  article  of  the 
iRtilution,  which  requires  that  the  subject  of  every 

"Hhall  be  clearly  set  forth  in  its  title."     I  would 

JDstified  in  vetoing  this  bill  for  tliia  cause  alone, 
call  a  bill  "a  Hupplemeut,"  does  not  "clearly  indi- 
;'■  its  objects;  and  in  many  cases  conveys  no  idea 
itever  of  tin-  contents  of  the  bill. 

J\0.  W.  GEARY. 


I'ninii  Muiual  l-Jrc  In-uniiu'o  C. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate  the 
Masonic  Hall  Association  of  the  City  of  Reading, 
Pennsylvania,  for  the  Purpose  of  Erecting  a  Build- 
ing for  the  Use  of  the  Masonic  Association,  and 
for  Other  Purposes." 

Executive  Chaiuber, 
Hprrisburg,  April  4,  1867. 
Gentlemen: — 

HEREWITH  IS  RETURNED  WITHOUT  MY  Ap- 
proval, to  tliL'  Senate,  in  which  it  originated. 
itill,  Xo.  10(12,  entitled  "An  Act  to  incorporate 
the  Masonic  ball  associalion  of  the  city  of  Reading, 
Peunsyhania.  for  the  purpose  of  erecMntj  a  building 
for  the  nee  of  tlie  Masonic  association,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

I  have  already  returned  to  the  llyuse,  with  my  ob- 
jections, two  bills  of  this  character,  and  I  had  hoped 
no  more  would  be  passed.  The  act  of  13th  October, 
1840,  conferred  upon  the  t-ourts  of  common  pleas  of 
the  several  counties  authority  to  create  corporations 
''for  any  literary,  charitable  or  reliftious  purpose,  ben- 
eficial society  or  association," 

By  the  third  section  of  the  act,  approved  May  7, 1855, 
this  power  of  the  courts  is  so  extended  as  to  embrace 
Odd  Fellows,  Free  Masons  and  town  and  city  hall 
associations. 

Then  ninth  section  of  the  eleventh  article  of  the 
Constitution  declares  that  "Xo  bill  shall  be  passed 
by  the  Legislature  granting  any  powers  of  privileges 
in  any  case  where  the  authority  to  grant  such  powers 
or  privileges  has  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  conferred 
upon  the  courts  of  this  Commonwealth.'" 

This  bill,  in  my  judgment,  is  in  direct  conflict  with 
this  plain  provision  of  the  Constitution,  and  cannot 
therefore  be  approved. 

Executive  approval  gives  no  validity  to  unconstitn- 
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ml  iit-th;  ai.d  iLe  cuiii-u  have  lept'ateul.v  held  tliut 
h  fiiiu-tiiifiiti«  are  void,  and  confer  iio  rigbts  or 
tilfgi-H  upon  the  c'orporators.  ll  is  better  for  all 
:(vnied  tlial  sufli  legislation  be  arrested  at  uoee, 
ore  iuLOffiit  (larties  have  beeu  induced  thereby  to 
eat  their  money. 

i  Ih  finite  too  (.■oniiiion  to  inBei-t  sonie  clause,  or  pro- 
j,  iu  biilb  of  lliin  iliaracter,  not  included  in  Ibe  jar- 
Lctioii  of  the  oourtB,  and  ttieu  to  contend  that  thi! 
Die  bill  iiiUHl  be  made  tin  exception  to  the  general 
:■.  This  eauuul  be  permitted,  for  it  luusl  be  appar- 
that  the  inevitable  rettult  of  uurh  a  couibf  would  be 
complete  uullilication  of  that  clause  of  the  C'onsti- 
lou  hereinbefore  cited.  The  (oni^luHion  of  the  first 
lieu  of  the  bill,  herewith  returned,  ia  as  follows: 
ovided.  Ihat  tlie  real  estate  of  the  said  aesoL-ia- 
1  shall  not  exceed  the  net  yearly  Uicouae  of  twenty. 
thouBand  dollars." 
ty  the  act  approved  2Kth  March,  1867,  Buch  asBocia- 
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whether  th«y  could  be  so  construed  as  to  confer  an; 
powers  or  privileges  whatever. 

I  cannot  allow  the  plain  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion to  be  evaded  on  such  pretexts  as  these.  If  special 
powers  or  privileges,  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  courts,  are  needed,  they  can  be  properly  claimed  in 
bills  framed  for  the  purpose,  unencumbered  wH:h  pro- 
visioLs  fur  other  powers  and  privileges  which  the 
courts  have  the  right  to  confer,  and  they  will  be  duly 
considered. 

I  can  only  account  for  the  Legislature  passing  such 
bills  as  this,  upon  the  ground  that  the  act  giving  the 
courts  jurisdiction  cannot  be  found  in  the  digest,  and 
must  have  been  overlooked. 

JXO.  \V.  CKAKY. 


To  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate  Transmitting  a  Certain 
Document  Concerning  the  Cholera. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Ilarrisburg,  April  6,  1867. 
Hon.  Louis  \V.  Hall, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate: 
Sir:— 

IHEUEWITII  PUESENT  TO  THE  SENATE,  A 
communication  from  the  Hon.  John  M.  Read,  of 
i'hiladelphia,  relative  to  the  probable  reappear- 
ance of  the  cholera  in  Philadelphia  during  the  coming 
summer  or  fall,  and  suggesting  that  some  action  be 
taken  by  the  legislature  to  check  its  ravages. — Asking 
for  it  your  prompt  consideration, 

I  am.  very  respectfully, 

JNO.  W.  GEAET. 

Sa-Vol.    vm— 4tb    5er. 
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Proclamation  of  ihe  Cancellation  of  One  Million 
Seven  Hundretl  and  Ninety  Four  Thousand  Six 
Hundred  and  Forty  Four  Dollars  of  the  Principal 
Debt  of  the  Conimonwealth  through  the  Sinking 
Fund, 

I'eiiBsylvania,  se. 
[Signed]     John  W.  Gt-ary. 

s'    THIO    NAMK    AND    BY 

the  Authority  of  (lie  Com 

Hiunwcaltli  of  i'enuHyha- 

.     JOHN  W.  GEARY.  Gov- 

^enior    of    Ihe    said    Coiumou- 
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A  PROCLAMATION. 
\viieii-a»  by  tie  Thiid  Keiliun  uf  tlic 
Alt  of  the  fleneral  Aasembly  of  thits 
('(ijnmonfl'caltL  passed  the  Twenty- 
Ui-ioiid  day  of  April.  A.  U.  one  thou- 
sand eipht  hundred  and  fifty-eipht  en- 
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And  n  lieieas,  F.  Jordan,  J.  F.  Hartranft  and  W.  H. 
Kemble  CumniisKionvrg  of  the  Sinking  Fund  in  obe- 
dieiirp  to  the  requirements  of  law,  Report  and  Certify 
to  me  thai  the  debt  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
pylvania  redeemed  and  held  by  them  from  the  Third 
day  of  Septem'ber  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-six  to  the  Second  day  of  ■September  A.  D. 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-seven  amounts 
to  the  sum  of  One  Million  Seven  hundred  and  Ninety 
four  thousuud,  Six  hundred  and  forty  four  dollars  and 
fifty  tents  made  up  as  follows,  viz: 
Five  per  cent  loan  of  the  Commonwealth,  1,625,569.5(1 

Coupon  Loan  redeemed, 109,000.00 

Domestic  creditors,  75.00 


1,794,644.50 
Now  therefore  as  required  by  the  Third  Section  of 
the  Act  of  Assembly  first  above  mentioned  I  do  hereby 
issue  this  my  I'roclamation,  declaring  the  payment 
cancellation,  extinguishment  and  final  discharge  of 
One  Million  Seven  hundred  and  Ninety  four  thousand, 
Six  hundred  and  forty  four  dollars  and  fifty  cents  of 
the  principal  debt  of  this  Commonwealth. 

("iven  under  my  Hand  and  the  Oreat  Seal  of  the 
State  al  Harrisburg  this  Fourth  day  of  September  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
Sixty  seven  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  Ninety 
second. 

By  the  Governor; 

F.  Jordan, 

Swretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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Proclamation  of  a  Day  of  Thanksgiving,      1867. 


N    THE    NAME    AND    BY 

tlie  Authority  of  the  Com- 

iiHiiiwi'alth  of  I'ennaylva- 

ii.     ,IOHN  W.  GEARY.  Gov- 

nor    of    the    Baid    Coiuinon- 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

From  the  ereatioii  of  the  world,  ia 
ill  a^eH  titid  I'liuies,  it  has  been  cus- 
louiiiiy  to  set  aitart  certuui  ilayii  for 
il'iiiiil  rpiigiouB  ohsenance.  This 
li;i!*  I'.ol  always  beeu  iudueneed  by  the 
lif;lii  of  Cbrisliau  knowledge,  iior  by 
\u\-  iiropei  conception  of  the  charac- 
ter of  that  (ireut  Being  "who  ruleth  the  earth  in  right- 
eonsneas"  and  "who  daily  loadeth  us  with  bis  benefit^' 
but  by  iin  iriTUite  jjctisi-  <if  Mic  cxisn'Tice  of  an  ovcr- 
niliiif;  I'ott.-i-.  by  wlii,h  rhr  wurld  and  all  it  .-.mtiuna 
are  {lovenied  ami  cotiliolb-il.  Aid.-d  by  tlie  di.-iau-s 
of  niilivalcd  reason  and  llie  teaHiinj-s  ,.f  Devine  reve- 
lation, we,  liowi'vci',  arc  laiijriil  to  rei-o^nii'.''  in  that 
Saprciiii-  Jinler  a   Ib-avealy  Father,  lo  wliorii   we  are 
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wboHe  God  ik  the  Lord.  On  all  sides  we  have  increased 
assurances  of  the  "loving  kindness"  of  an  All  Wise 
Parent  of  Good,  who  has  conducted  our  nation  through 
a  long  and  terrible  war,  and  permitted  our  people  to 
repose  once  more  in  safety  "without  any  to  molest 
them  or  to  make  them  afraid."  The  monstrous  senti- 
ment of  disunion  is  no  longer  tolerated.  The  Flag, 
the  Union,  and  the  Constitution  are  esteemed  as  the 
safe  guards  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people, 
and  are  revered  and  defended  as  the  ark  of  their  politi- 
cal safety, 

A  kind  Providence  lias  not  grown  weary  of  supplying 
our  continuous  wants.  A  bounteous  harvest  has  re- 
warded the  labors  of  the  husbandman.  Flocks  and 
herds  are  scattered  in  countless  numbers  over  our 
valleys  and  hills.  Commerce  is  uninterrupted,  and 
vessels  laden  with  products  of  nature  and  of  art,  speed, 
unmolested,  over  the  trackless  deeps.  Neither  pesti- 
lence, famine  political  or  social  evils,  linancial  embar- 
rassments or  commercial  distress  have  been  permitted 
to  stay  the  progress  and  happiness  of  the  people  of 
this  great  Commonwealth;  but  peace,  health,  educa- 
tion, and  morality,  religion,  social  improvement  and 
refinement,  with  their  attendant  blessings,  have  filled 
the  cup  of  comfort  and  enjoyment  to  overflowing. 

Recognizing  our  responsibility  to  Him  who  controls 
the  destinies  of  nations  as  well  as  if  individuals,  and 
"from  who  cometh  down  every  good  and  perfect  gift" 
and  to  whom  we  are  deeply  indebted  for  all  these  and 
the  richer  blessings  of  our  common  Christianity,  let 
us  unitedly  give  our  most  devout  gratitude  and  hearty 
thanksgiving. 

I.  therefore,  do  hereby  recommend  that  Thursday, 
the  28th  day  of  November  next,  be  set  apart  as  a  day 
of  praise  and  thanksgiving,  that  all  secular  and  world- 
ly business  be  suspended,  and  that  the  people  assem- 
ble in  their  various  places  of  worship  to  acknowledge 
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their  grulitiide  Jitid  offer  up  prajers  for  a  continnanc^^ 
of  Divine  favor. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  tlie  fircat  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Harriftburg,  this  thirty  first  day  of  October, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  i-ight  hundred 
and  sixty  seven,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  ninety 
second. 

JNO.  W.  (JEARY, 
By  the  Governor; 
■  P.  Jordan, 

H  Secretary  of  the  rouimonweulth. 

I  Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  George  \V.  Wood- 

ward as  a  Representative  of  Pennsylvania  in  the 
United  States  Congress. 


ilK    \A.MK    AMI    liV 

llH.rily  of  tin-  Coiu- 
iimvi'iiJlh  of  I'l'iiiisylvii- 
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Authority  of  an  Act  of  the  General  AsBifmbly  approved 
the  second  day  of  July,  A.  D.  One  thousatid  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-niue,  entitled  "An  Act  relating  to 
the  elections  of  this  Comnionwealtb,"  it  appears  that 
George  W.  Woodward  was  duly  elected  to  serve  as  a 
Representative  of  this  State  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
Bentatives  of  the  Fortieth  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  the  Hon.  Charles  Penison. 

And  whereas  in  and  by  the  Forty-second  section  of 
the  above  recited  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  it  is 
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made  the  duty  of  rhi-  novernor,  on  the  receipt  of  the 
returns  of  any  Bpecial  elet-tion  by  the  Secretary  of  t!ie 
Common  wealth  to  declare  by  Proclamation  the  name 
of  the  person  electe<l. 

Now  Therefore  I,  JOHN  \V.  GEARY.  Governor  as 
aforesaid  have  issued  this  my  Proclamation  Hereby 
publishing  and  declaring  that  the  said  George  \V, 
Woodward  is  duly  i-lected  and  chosen  in  the  District 
before  mentioned  as  a  Representative  of  this  State  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  in  the  room  of  the  Hon.  Charles  Detii- 
Bou,  deceased,  who  had  been  elected  a  member  of  tht- 
Fortieth  Congress, 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg  this  First  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
Bixty-seven  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  ninety-sec- 
ond. 

■  JNO.  W.  GDARY. 

^  Bv   tlie   Governor. 
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Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  George  Sharswood 
as  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court. 


Pen nsylva Ilia,  bs. 
[SigneO]     Juo.  W. 


Ofary. 

IN   THE    NAME   AND   BY 
the  authority  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennejlvu- 
liii.     JOHN  \V.  GEABY,  Gov- 
iiiur   of    the    said    Common- 


■alth. 


A  PROCI^MATION. 
Whereas,  In  and  by  An  Act  of  the 
.  General  Assembly  of  this  Common- 
Itli  passed  the  fifteenth  day  of 
jApril,  A.  D.  1851,  entitled  "An  Act  to 
r  provide  for  the  Election  of  Judges  ot 
KOvernl  Courts  of  this  Coromon- 
wejilth  and  to  regulate  certain  Judi- 
cial Districts"  it  is  enacted  and  provided  as  follows, 
viz: 

Section  9.  "That  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  November 
next  following  any  election  authorized  by  this  act  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  shall,  in  the  Hall  of 
tbe  House  of  Representatives,  in  the  presence  of  the 
Governor  and  such  other  Citizens  of  this  Common- 
wealth as  may  choose  to  attend,  cause  the  retamti 
made  to  bim  under  Hie  provisions  hereof  to  be  opened, 
and  the  votes  cast  for  Judges  of  tbe  Supreme  Court  to 
be  accurately  computed,  and  the  Governor  sball  forth- 
with issue  his  Proclamation,  declaring  eo  many  of  the 
persons  voted  for,  for  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  as 
shall  be  required  to  he  elected  by  this  Act,  and  who 
have  received  the  greatest  number  of  votes  to  be  duly 
elected. 


w 
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And  Whereas  the  Secretarj  of  tlii*  Comnioowcaltli 
did  at  the  time  and  jitace  and  in  \\\c  manner  provided 
by  thf  Ai't  aforesaid,  cause  the  rcturne  of  the  electioii 
made  to  him  to  be  opened  and  the  votes  caat  for 
Jiidfi^es  of  Ihe  Supreme  Court  to  be  accurately  com- 
putfd. 

Now  therefore,  in  obedience  to  the  requirements  of 
Ihe  Hbove  recited  Ninth  Section  of  the  Act  of  the  Gen- 
ial A«sembl,v  aforsaid.  I  JOHN  W.  GEARY,  Governor 
of  the  Commonwealth,  do  hereby  issue  this  Proclamu- 
tion  publishitig  and  (tedaring  that  of  the  [lersons  voted 
for,  fur  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  Common- 
wealth at  the  late  (it-neral  election  held  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  October  last,  (ieorge  Bharswood  having  re- 
ceived the  greatest  number  of  votes  has  been  duly 
elected  Judge  of  th'?  Supreme  Court  for  Fifteen  years 
from  the  flrst  Monday  of  December  next. 

Given  under  my  Ilnnd  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  HarriMhurg  this  fifth  day  of  November  in  the 
lejircfoiir  !.;inl  mv  llM.iisniid  I'iti'lil  liiiiL-iml  and  .-=ixly- 


THl   ilf  I 


-  W- 


IICAKV. 


John  White  Geary.  843 

Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly, — 1868. 
GeDtlemen : 

BEFOKE  PERFOKMIKO  THE  CUSTOMARY  AND 
constitutional  duty  of  transmitting  to  you  In- 
niation  of  tlie  iitfair^  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
lecommeuding  such  measures  to  your  consideratloa  as 
are  deemed  neoeaaai-y  and  expedient,  it  affords  me 
great  gnitittcation  to  tender  to  you  my  most  friendly 
greetings  on  your  assembling  at  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment, und  to  welcome  you  to  the  council  chambers  of 
the  State. 

Our  grateful  ackiiowledgnieiits  are  due  to  the  Ben- 
eficent Author  of  all  good  for  the  continued  prosperity 
and  well-being  which  every  where  prevails,  for  the 
abundance  which  has  crowned  the  labors  of  the  hus- 
bandman, for  the  general  health  with  which  we  have 
been  »o  signally  favored,  aud  for  all  the  enjoyments  of 
peace,  contentuient  und  happiness  witliin  our  borders. 

Oar  country  has  just  emerged  from  the  trials  and 
dangers  of  an  unrighteous  rebellion  and  entered  upon 
a  period  of  important  political  struggle  arising  there- 
from. Being  convened  as  the  representatives  of  a 
confiding  constituency  grave  duties  and  responsibili- 
ties devolve  upon  ,vou  to  so  legislate  upon  the  great 
and  manifold  interests  committed  to  your  charge  as 
best  to  subserve  the  welfare  of  the  jieople  and  advance 
the  honor  of  the  State.  The  fullest  confidence  is  en- 
tertained that  ,vour  deliberations  will  result  beneficially 
and  your  public  duties  be  faithfully  dimbarged;  and 
on  my  part,  permit  me  to  give  you  assurances  of  zeal- 
ous co-operation  in  all  your  labors  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare. 

One  of  the  most  important  duties  devolving  upon  the 
Legislature  is  the  consideration  of  the  public  finances. 
Such  action  should  bi'  taken  for  the  provision  of  funds 
to  defray  the  current  expenses  of  the  Govermnent,  the 
preservation  of  the  credit  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
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Domestic  creditors'  certlfl- 

cateH 14  67 

11*. 204  67 

Total    outstandltiff »37,7I)4.409  T7 

From  n-hich  deduct  Ihc  amount  In 
Treasury  applicable  to  the  pay- 
ment of  over-due  loan 2,93T,ST8  65 


1866,620  94 

That  the  opi'iatioiis  of  the  sinking  fund  nia,v  be 
clearly  undei-atood,  the  following  "rBcapituIation"  ia 
quoted  from  the  rejiort  of  the  ConimisBioners  for  the 
year  ending  September  3,  1867: 

Balance  In  sinking  rund.  September  3.   1861 12,762,361  77 

Receipts    In   fund   for   y>'ar   ending    September   3, 
ISe; 3,366,810  69 

16,108,162  46 
Dl  sburs  em  e  n  td : 

Paid   Interest (2,575.330  66 

Loans   redeemed 1,794.669  50 

Premiums,    2 76  00 

Domestic  creditors 76  00 

4,370.250  06 

Balance    In    fund tl, 737.912  41 

By  the  sixtli  section  of  the  act  of  May  16,  1861,  a 
special  tax  of  one-half  mill  on  the  dollar  was  especially 
set  apart  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  re- 
demption of  the  loan  created  by  an  act  of  May  18, 1801, 
entitled  "An  Act  to  cifate  a  loan  and  provide  for  arm- 
ing the  State." 

The    receipts    from    said    tax   and    tax    on    gross    re- 
ceipts amounts  to 1489,178  17 

Interest  paid  in  February  nnd  August,  1867 169,245  00 

Balance  on  hand 1319,933  17 
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Public  debt,   November  30.   1867 t34.Tflfl,43l  22 

Assets  In  Treasury,   vli: 
Dondu    of    the    PennaylviLiila    railroad 

company,    t6.SOO,000  00 

Bonds   ol   the   Philadelphia   and    Erie 

railroad   cumpany,    3. 500. 000  00 

j.nd    13rie   Railroad   company 1.400,000  00 

Cash  in  Treasury 1.733.1(67  91 

1S.1I3,SS7  91 

^abilities  in  excesB  of  aesets Kl, £42.673  31 


The  above  assets  will  be  avnilnblt^  an  follows: 
By  the  act  of  May  Ifi,  1S67,  the  PennBjlvania  rail- 
road company  are  to  pay  on  the  above  bonds,  flOfl.OOfl 
fl  year  until  July  ;il,'1890,  when  one  million  of  the 
residue  shall  fall  due,  and  one  million  annually  there- 
after, without  intert'sr,  until  the  whole  is  paid,  which 
will  be  in  the  year  lS!)o. 

By  the  act  of  March  T.  1801,  the  »3,500.00y  of  bonds 
of-thi-'  rhiladPliihia  isnd  Ei-io  Railroad  were  aniTcu- 
(ii'ivil   (.1   lliiK    coiiiiinoy.   IllK.iL   llii-  .lr|>osit   of  four  mil. 

Hon  of  (l.illiii's  „{  t\u  \v  I is  lis  r<.llal<'i'al  .siTUi-ity  for 

tJM-  payiiu-nr  <.{  \\u-  <.i-i<'imil  Imiiiis.  and  a  iiioi't^'a^c  of 
four  iLiillj..tis  of  .iollais  uas  -.tU,  ^vrn  liv  lli<.  ".■..iii- 
liaiiy  lo  sc.iii.-  Ilii-ir  [.a\  rii.'ni.  Thrs.-  lioiuls  aiv  t'.  hc 
paid  ill  forty  years  Ironi  dali'  ol  isMie.  ami  will  inahir.' 


lit;   fiiiiil   ; 


alion  of  ili.' 
that  of  th.' 


John  White  Geary.  847. 

Tlic  proniiiti tude  with  which  citizens  of  rennsjlvu- 
nia  came  foiwnrd  Inst  April  and  took  the  whole  atuouot 
of  the  twenty-three  million  loan  (the  bids  being  for 
upwards  of  thirty-thre«  millions),  may  be  considered 
a  moiat  auapicious  cii-ciiuiBtaure  in  the  fluaneial  history 
of  the  State,  and  indi(-at<'H  unbounded  confidence  in 
the  good  faith  and  substantial  credit  of  the  Common- 
wealth. Tlie  foregoing  statement  of  the  finances  is 
set  forth  with  pleasure,  in  conseiiuence  of  their  flour- 
ishing condition. 

In  addition  thereto,  the  balance  in  favor  of  the  O&x- 
eral  (fovernment  for  Pennsylvania's  <|uota  of  the  di- 
rect tax  levied  in  the  several  States  for  war  purposes 
and  for  cash  from  the  United  States,  aniuuntlng  in  all, 
to  nearly  two  millious  of  dollars,  has  been  settled  iu 
full  by  the  allowance  of  claims  for  extraordinary  ex- 
{lensi-s  incurred  by  the  State  during  the  war. 

In  consetjuence  of  the  lai)8e  of  time  since  the  re- 
maining claims  were  contracted,  the  want  of  suflBcient 
voucliers  and  explunutions,  and  the  difficulty,  and  in 
many  instances,  doubtful,  tlie  accomptishmeat  of 
which  will,  howevev,  be  vigorously  pursued  and  the 
results  laid  before  ihe  Legislature. 

Passing  from  this  general  review  of  the  finances  of 
the  State,  I  cannot  permit  some  of  the  most  prominent 
ideas  connected  with  than  to  pass  unnoticed,  because 
they  clearly  indicate  the  path  of  duty  in  the  discharge 
of  the  Executive  trust.  It  is  deemed  proper  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  fact  that  during  the  entire  year 
a  very  large  sum  of  money  is  in  the  keeping  of  the  State 
Treasurer.  This  sum  has  not  at  any  time  for  years 
been  less  than  a  nillion  of  dollars,  and  at  present 
amouiits  to  considerably  over  four  millions  of  dollars. 
That  it  is  unnecessary  that  the  greater  portion  of  this 
money  should  be  kept  in  the  Treasury  to  meet  the  or- 
dinary demands  upo-i  it  is  obvious;  and  that  it  should 
be  withdrawn  from  circulation  is  certainly  a  detriment 


<o  the  businetw  of  iln-  roTiiiiMiiiity.  A  *>oMli;ii'ti.'ii  .' 
tile  amount  of  aevei-al  niillione,  as  al  iircmeiii.  riiuuot 
fail  to  make  its  impressiou  upon  ihune  t-'Ugaged  in  lut'i-- 
cantile,  manufai-turiiig,  agrit^^ultui-Hl.  uiining  and  all 
other  kinds  of  i?mp!o,vnientH.  This  money,  I  am  in- 
formed upon  good  authority,  can  be  loaned,  with  ample 
Becurity  for  its  re-payment  when  needed,  for  certain 
speeitied  periods,  at  a  reasonable  rate  of  interest,  and 
the  proceeds  placed  in  the  Treasury  for  the  benefit  of 
the  State,  which  would  not  only  be  beneficial  to  the 
taxpayers,  by  increasing  the  public  revenne,  but  also 
enlarge  the  acccommodations  for  business  purposes. 
If  this  plan  were  adopted,  the  withdrawal  of  the  cir- 
cnlatiug  medium,  Dy  the  payment  of  taxes,  would  be 
so  brief  that  it  would  not  materially  affect  the  public 
welfare.  The  fund  thus  acquired  could  be  added  to 
the  sinking  fund,  ind  would  materially  aid  in  the  re- 
duction of  the  State  debt. 

A  glance  at  the  condition  of  the  Treasury  will  show 
that  at  least  four  nnllioiis  of  dollars  might  now  be 
l.iiincd.  iiiHl  ill  four  |,cc  .i-ril.     WDuhl  iralizi'  tin-  li:iiid- 
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authorizing  and  empowering  the  State  Treasurer,  and 
such  otht'i-s  as  you  may  designate,  to  execute,  or  carry 
out,  its  provisions. 

Your  attention  is  also  invited  to  the  fact  that  the 
salary  of  the  State  Treasurer,  now  only  seventeen  hun- 
dred dollars,  is  entirely  disproportioned  to  the  duties 
and  responsibilities  of  that  officer,  and  that  the  amount 
ofthe  bond,  eighty  iliousand  dollars,  given  by  him  to 
the  State,  is  ei]uivalrnt  to  no  security  at  all,  under  the 
present  system  of  elating,  unconditionally,  the  entire 
fnnda  of  the  State  in  his  hands.  The  only  security  is 
the  incorruptible  honesty  and  integrity  of  the  Treas- 
urer. Suppose  that  when  tliere  is  in  his  keeping  mil- 
lions of  dollars  the  iuciimbent  of  that  olBce  should  be 
tempted  to  become  a  defaulter!  How  easily  could  he 
secure  to  his  bondsmen  the  amount  for  which  they 
would  legally  be  liable  to  the  Ktate  and  appropriate  the  ' 
balance  to  himself!  For  years,  it  seems  to  me,  the 
Treasury  of  the  Stalt*  has  stood,  as  it  were,  upon  a  vol- 
cano. Examples  til  around  us  show  the  fallibility 
of  man,  and  how  frequently  and  easily  he  is  swerved 
from  the  path  of  rectitude  and  honor.  Even  many  of 
those  in  the  most  ''levated  positions  and  enjoying  the 
highest  confidence  of  the  public,  are  often  found  to 
yield  to  the  temptaiions  that  surround  them.  The  de- 
sire for  the  rapid  ;jccumulation  of  wealth;  the  thou- 
sands of  schemes  un-sented  to  excite  the  cupidty  of 
human  nature,  and  tlie  looseness  of  public  morals,  en- 
gendered by  tlie  escape  of  the  guilty  from  punishment, 
have  fo  di moralized  public  sentiment  that  it  may  be 
cfusidered  a  wonder — almost  a  miracle — that  Penu- 
syhania  has  so  long  escaped  from  the  calamity  that 
r.'ight  at  any  time  have  happened,  or  that  may  here- 
after happen,  by  the  robbery  of  her  Treasury,  and 
render  the  suspension  of  the  payment  of  the  interest 
upon  the  State  debt,  for  a  time,  inevitable. 

In  the  performao<;';  of  my  duty.  I  have  forewarned 
64— Vol,  vnr— Ith  Ser. 
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the  Legislature  uf  a  djiiiger  as  re8pe:;ts  her  tianiueit.  of 
no  common  magnitude.  It  remains  for  it  to  determine 
whether  this  danger  shall  be  averted  ugiiinst  the  oe- 
cnrrenee  of  so  great  ji  calamity. 

EDUCATION. 

The  rei)ort  of  th<^  Snperlnteiident  of  the  Common 
Schools  exhibits  a  TnW  vii-w  of  our  fxcellent  system  of 
publie  instruetion,  which  is  widely  diffusing  its  bless- 
inga  by  securing  a  Kound  and  substantial  education  to 
all  the  children  of  ^he  State.  A  brief  summary  will 
give  an  idea  of  the  immense  pro[iortioni<  it  lias  nttaioed 
and  the  vitst  amounts  of  usefulness  of  which  it  is  capa- 
lle. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  the  number  of  school  dis- 
tricts iu  the  State  ft'as  1.88U;  the  number  of  Hcbouls, 
13,4HC;  graded  school,  2,147;  school  direetors,  11.334; 
county,  city  and  borough  auperintendeats,  68;  teach- 
era,  16,523;  papilB,  7'^t»,389;  the  cost  of  tnition,  93,028,- 
OBfi.TO;    bnildin}]:,  .?1.2fiL',7!)S.fiS:    foulingenciea.  fTHO.- 


-f  iiimi.f  ..u.-s\si.-i 
fiih-iiiilii^'.'s.if  an  <■ 


■.-  of  llu-  f.cj:islal 
rill-  ^'liLiliMl  M'lm. 
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was  designed,  not  .mly  to  furnisli  instruction  to  our 
yonth  in  tlie  elements  of  linowledge,  but  wherever 
practicable,  to  impart  to  tbem  an  education  in  the 
higher  brauclies  of  leaining.  The  multipticatiOD  of 
grammar  and  liigli  schools  Hliould,  therefore,  receive 
every  encourageuieut,  for  they  are  necessary  to  per- 
fect the  system  and  enable  the  State  to  avail  itself  of 
that  talent  which  is  born  in  the  cottages  of  the  poor 
quite  as  fre<iuently  as  iu  the  palaces  of  the  rich. 

Good  schools  cannot  exist  without  good  teachers, 
and  good  teadiei-s  can  only  be  obtained  by  using  the 
propt'f  means  to  pre[>nre  them.  Se<-ogniziug  these 
facta,  the  Legislature  of  1857  passed  a  general  Normal 
school  law,  dividing  ihc  State  into  twelve  districts,  and 
looking  forward  to  ihi'  establimhuient,  in  each  of  them, 
of  a  Xormal  school.  According  to  the  provisions  of 
this  law  four  of  these  schools  are  now  organized,  the 
proai)eroue  condition  of  which  is  exemplified  by  the 
fact  that  two  tliouiand  one  hundred  and  eighty-five 
students  attended  them  during  the  past  year,  of  whom 
forty-six  graduated. 

Fourteen  coUegeti  and  thirty-two  academies  have 
made  reports  to  tli'.'  School  Department  during  the 
past  year.  Such  institutions  supply  a  great  public 
want,  as  the  common  school  system  is  not  competent 
to  perform  the  whole  work  of  popular  education.  A 
State  requires  men  of  generous  culture  in  all  the  walks 
of  life,  as  well  as  ia  the  professiou  of  teaching,  and 
the  perfection  of  the  system  of  public  school  instruc- 
tion is  one  of  the  wisest  and  noblest  objects  of  legis- 
lation. All  of  the  different  institutions  of  learning 
would  be  strengthened  and  their  usefulness  increased 
by  bringing  them  together  in  a  closer  union,  which 
possibly  can  be  best  accomplished  by  the  creation  of 
(1  gcncijil  Ilepartmeiit  of  Education. 

Serious  complaints  have  been  made  concerning  the 
neglect  of  the  education  of  the  children  in  the  alms 
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oor  houKes  of  f  ome  of  the  i^ounliOH  of  the  State, 
are  pprmitted  to  grow  up  iu  idleness  and  ignor- 
aud  when  sent  upon  the  world  to  earn  a  liviug 
etter  prepared  to  receive  lessons  of  vice  than 
of  usefulnefis.  The  directors  of  these  in»titii- 
shoiild  be  comuelled,  by  law,  to  send  such  chil- 

0  the  common  schools,  or  provide  proper  schools 
lem,  and  it  should  be  made  the  duty  of  common 

1  snperintendi'ots  to  eupei-vise  and  enforce  the 
tion  of  the  law. 

SOLDIERS"  ORPHANS"  SCHOOl^. 

last  annual  rt'port  of  the  Superintendent  of  the 
;i"8'  Oiphans'  Schools  was  made  up  to  include  thi; 
3f  November,  1806.  The  appropriation  for  that 
extending  from  January  1,  1806,  to  January  1, 
was  ineufflci'mt  to  cover  the  expenses  of  the 
year,  and  consequently  those  of  December,  lli'GO, 
jupaid.  The  uext  appropriation,  under  the  pm- 
w.  cxtciHlH  rroiii  .Tiinuiiry  1.  l.^OT.  U>  June  1.  IR'IS. 
s,  llii-n-fiiir.  .i.'l.Tniiii.'d'  tlial  tli.TC  was  no  l.-j,'iil 
I'ily  {(>  apply  uiy  part  .if  il  lo  llu-  [liiymeut  of  .-x 
ji  piior  In  .Jaiiuaiy,  ISiiT:  Iiitht  lliosi-  iM.iirn-.i 
.■i-iulici-.    1S(;(;,    ariLniLiiliii;;   In   :*;il,ll-t1l.  77,    |-i-ui;iLii 

a. 

I.  Tli.uu;is  11.  iliiiTnwi-s.  wli<i  «  as  aii|»jin1ed  Sii- 

.-IHl.'Ill     l.y    my     |,P-.irrrss,.l'.    rolil  iuil.'il     ill    oflH'.' 

May  i.  isi;7,  wlu  ii,  iiihI.t  llir  ail  .>(  \]m\  '.).  [SIM. 
poiiil.-il  (''lion.l  f.i'ovi-r  r,  MTiulaii.l.  SM|icriii 
111.  Ki-v.  C.  (■...■iif.iiHi,  Inspi-i-li.r  and  KxaiiiiiiH-, 
Irs.  ]■:.  \\'.  Ihjtt'T.  Assislaiil.  who  al  ..Ufi-  eiileird 
llie  dis.'hai-{;f  o!"  llu-ir  diilirs  liy  visiiiiic  and  re- 
W.iuii  llii-  sclKKds.  .wnTlin^-  alnis.-s  whirh  had 
into  llii'  loi-al  n;ana<:rnM'iil  n(  son).-  .if  tli.'ii).  and 
lliii^'  arrcara-:.'^,  \\lii<li  was  ,l.,n.-  willi  /.cal.  lidci- 
id  I'Dninn-udalile  proniiititude. 
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The  present  Superintendent  reports  the  expenditures 
for  the  eleven  months  ending  November  30,  18G7,  as 
follows: 

Education  and  maintenance, |341,889  85 

Partial  relief, 210  00 

Clothing  furnished   1,988  children,   in 

advanced  schools, 37,187  83 

Making  and  repairing  clothing,  freight, 

&c 8,350  74 

General  expenses, 6,781  60 

Total  amount,  I'lom  January  1,  to 

December  1,  1867, |394,420  02 

The  expenses  for  tlie  six  months,  from  December  1, 
1867,  to  June  1,  1868,  are  estimated  by  the  Superin- 
tendent, as  follows: 
Education   and   maintenance   of   1,850 
children,  in  advanced  schools,  at  |140 

per  annum, |129,500  00 

Education  and  maintenance  of  500  chil- 
dren In  primary  schools,  at  |125  per 

annum,    31,250  00 

Education    and   maintenance   of   1,050 
children   in    "Homes,"    at   |105   per 

annum,    55,125  00 

Clothing  1,850  children,  at  |25  per  an- 
num,    23,125  00 

Transferring  pupils,  salaries,  &c., 3,975  00 

Estimate   for   six   months   ending 

June  1,  1868, 242,975  00 

Total  actual  and  estimated  expenses  for 
seventeen  months,  from  January  1, 

1867,  to  June  1,  1868, |637,395  02 

Or,  at  the  rate  of  |449,925.80  per  annum. 
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From  which  doduct  total  uQiouiit  appro- 
priated for  eeventeen  months,  at 
1350.000  jwr  aunum, 4'J5,833  3;; 

And  a  deficit  for  seventeen  months  is 

shown,  of, 1141,561   Oil 

Or,  at  the  rate  of  |9!t,y25.80  per  annum. 

Add  the  amount  due  for  Dpcembor,  1806, .         ;u,04!t  77 

And  it  exhibitH  thi'  total  deficit  from 
December  1,  186G,  to  June  1,  1868,  to 
be  provided  for  by  special  appropria- 
tion,     172,611  4« 


1  do  not  deem  it  kiappropriate  here  to  state  that  if 
the  bill  which  pasaed  the  Houne  at  the  last  session  bad 
become  a  law,  making  an  appropriation  of  |450,000 
per  annum  for  the  oi-phans'  schools,  it  would  have  been 

sufficipiit  to  have  ]i;iid  the  total  expenses. 

Tli.M-sliiiiiites  f(iril,c  yc;iri.(Hiiiit:.)iiiie  1st.  lMi!i.  will 
be  ftiund  I'lilly  si'i  Unth  in  t\u-  n-p.iH  of  lli<-  Sii|H'i'iu 
iMideiit.  Pi'om  lh:ii  M']i..ri  il  will  iilso  1..-  si'.-ii  lli;it 
tliere  ;in'  in  ..p.-iiii  i-m  lliirl y-iiiiie  c>i'|>h;iti  srlio.ils  :iinl 
hiiTiirs,  liiiviiif;  ill  cIkuhi'  an  aviTiiyi'  oi'  Iwn  thiniNantl 
nine  liiindiT.1  nnd  ■hirlyom'  pupils,  fur  i\u-  ynv  .-nd- 
int;  X.ivcinl.iT  :iO,  l>i;7,  ;il  ;ni  ;iv.Tiit:.-  r.,sl  of  mn-  htiii 
dred  ;iiid  f.irly-cit-lii  <l<.l!:irs  iitid  fmiy  Ilircc  cfTirs  jiff 
annum. 

ThcsL-  svli.n.ls  li;iv,'  .h.iiblli^s  rfiirhiMl  (lieir  inaxi 
nitiiii  niiinl.i^rs.  Sixli'i-Ti  y.'iirs  licinf;  the  nji'-  ;it  wliicli 
till-  .jriilKiiis  case  lo  be  eliarg.-jible  u>  the  Sliil.-,  ;nid 
Ihey  will  heiieeforwaid  decrease  in  tli.-  followinj;  riiti... 
vIk:  :!74  will  reacli  ll,at  iij;.-  in  ISCS.  ;!l>!l  in  ismi.  ;!4S 
in  1S70,  4li;!  in  ISil.  47!i  in  1S7:;.  4011  in  1S7;!,  410  in 
IS74.  and  :'.4  1  in  IsT.",,  iiflcr  wliieli  Ihrn-  [.r.d.ably  will 
iH.i  bf  mnn.  11i;in  Oil eiainiiii;in  Ihesrii.mls.     Should 
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tbe  term  be  reduced  to  fifteen  years,  as  has  been  pro- 
posed by  some,  fully  one-fifth  of  the  number  now  in 
the  schools  would  enter  upon  trades  or  business  within 
the  present  year. 

No  calculation  can  furnish  an  estimate  of  the  bene- 
fits and  blessings  that  are  constantly  flowing  from 
these  institutions.     Thousands  of  orphan  children  are 
enjoying  their  parental  care,  moral  culture,  and  edu- 
cational training,  who  otherwise  would  have  suffered 
j)overty  and  want,  and  had  been  left  to  grow  up  in 
idleness  and  neglect.     Many  a  widow's  heart  has  been 
gladdened  by  the  protection,  comfort  and  religious  so- 
licitude extended  to  her  fatherless  offspring,  and  thou- 
sands are  the  prayers  devoutly  uttered  for  those  who 
have  not  btH?n  unmindful  of  them  in  the  time  of  their 
aftiiction.     In  making  the  generous  disposition  it  has 
done  lor  these  destitute  and  helpless  orphans,  the  Leg- 
ii^lature  deserves  and  receives  the  hearties  thanks  of 
every  good  citizen,  all  of  whom  will  cordially  approve 
a  continuance  of  that  beneficence.     In  shielding,  pro- 
tecting and  educating  the  children  of  our  dead  (Soldiers 
the  Legislature  is  .lobly  performing  its  duty.     Those 
children  are  not  the  mere  objects  of  our  charit}',  or  pen- 
sioners upon  our  bounty;   but  the  wards  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  have  just  claims,  earned  by  the  blood 
of  their  fathers,  upon  its  support  and  guardianship, 
which  can  only  be  withheld  at  the  sacrifice  of  philan- 
thropy, honor,  patriotism,  State  pride,  and  every  prin- 
ciple of  humanity. 

AGRICULTURAL  COLLEGE. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  July  2,  1862,  granted  land 
scrip  to  the  several  States,  to  be  appropriated  to  the 
maintenance  of  colleges,  whose  leading  object  it  shall 
be  to  give  instruction  in  the  sciences  which  minister 
to  agriculture  and  the  mechanic  arts.  By  the  rule  of 
apportionment,  adopted  by  ("Congress,  700,000  acres  fell 


856  Papers  uf  the  Governurs. 

to  the  share  of  this  Co niuiou wealth.  The  act  of  Ao- 
seniLlj'  of  February  19,  1S(J7,  appropriated  tht  beDefit 
of  the  whole  of  that  grant  to  the  Agricultural  College 
of  Pennsylvania,  which  has  thereby  become  subject  to 
the  super  vis  ion  and  giiardiauship  of  the  State.  1 
therefore  invite  your  attention  to  the  organizatioa  and 
condition  of  that  in»titution,  as  exhibited  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  board  of  irueteee,  in  his  report  for  the  year 
1S07,  which  wilt  be  laid  before  you.  The  coiumiBsiun- 
cr»>  apppointed  by  the  legislature  to  sell  the  land  scrip 
have  completed  the  sales,  which  uiuuuut  to  |4<t<J,iH(>.80. 
In  accordance  with  the  act  of  ABBemt)ly,  the  one-tenth 
of  the  proceeds  ha»  been  applied  to  the  purchase  of 
sites  for  "Model  and  Experimental  Farms/'  and  tht- 
rt'sidae  invested  as  follows:  |126,000  in  United  States 
5-20  bonds;  ¥20,000  in  Pennsylvania  war  loan,  and 
9235,000  in  the  Pennsylvania  bonds  of  1867. 

The  college  has  been  thoroughly  re-organised  in  order 
to  make  it  fully  respond  to  the  objects  and  reqaire- 
nieiits  of  the  act  of  ('onp:n.'Ps  anil  tn  the  i-dneation;!] 
iud-nsls  ..r  Ihi-  iiL.liislnul  .liissfs,  -Ami  to  nii-i-t  Iln-se 
ends  il  now  -;ivcs  coius.-s  of  insliiii'lioii  in  ^cin-ral  sci- 
ence. iij;riciiltiii'e.  tiii'chaiiii'al  and  civil  eiijiini'crinn, 
inetalliir^v  and  iniiiinf:.  anrii-iit  iirid  nioil'Tii  laiigna(;t's. 
and  inililai'v  liirlic.-*.  ('ni|iloving  a  fa.nity  .■oiiiprisiiij: 
six  iir.ifessiJisaud  Iwo  insli'iul'irs  in  llie  rolli'^rc  dcjiiiil 
ini-ni  and   llin'e  in^lniilors   in   tlie  ^raniniai'  srhmii. 
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otherwise,  the  war  which  continued  through  a  period 
of  four  years,  and  co.it  the  country  millioos  of  treasure, 
hundreds  of  thousbinds  of  lives,  and  an  incalculahle 
amount  of  suffering  and  want,  would  have  heen  of 
comparatively  short  duration,  if  not  crushed  in  its  in- 
cipiency.  That  war,  however,  has  not  been  without 
its  useful  leaaons.  II  has  taught  the  necessity  of  ad- 
hering to  principles  in  practice  which  we  have  here- 
tofore only  acknowledged  in  theory.  It  has  trained 
many  thousands  of  onr  young  men  in  the  science  of 
arms  and  infused  among  them  a  spirit  of  military  ardor 
which  may  safely  be  relied  on  in  any  future  emergency, 
and  paved  the  way  for  the  establishment  of  military 
organizations  that  will  prove  a  safeguard  and  honor 
to  the  State.  The  Legislature,  availing  itself  of  these 
facts,  sliould  adopt  a  liberal  and  effective  system  for 
increasing  and  regulating  the  volunteer  militia.  The 
law  of  1864,  though  excellent  in  many  respects,  does 
not  meet  the  requirements  of  tlie  times,  and  alterations 
and  amendments  are  needed  before  it  can  accomplish 
all  the  contemplate"!  and  desired  objects.  The  mini- 
mum of  men  necessary  to  form  a  company  is  entirely 
too  high,  and  in  many  places  where  smaller  companies 
would  be  formed,  it  is  inii)Ossible  to  raise  them  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  ratio  established  by  the  act.  From 
the  report  of  the  Adjutant  General,  it  will  be  seen  that 
there  are  now  but  thirty-eight  uuiffumed  companies 
in  the  State,  comprising  only  about  three  thousand 
men,  whilst  the  suggested  amendments,  which  should 
be  made  as  early  as  possible,  would  increase  these  or- 
ganizations to  any  de&irable  extent,  and  tend  to  renew 
snd  keep  alive  in  onr  soldiers  the  proud  memories  of 
the  service  and  to  preserve  the  military  ardor  boin  of 
our  recent  struggles  for  national  existence. 

NEW  ARSENAL. 

The  Necessity  for  a  new  arsenal,  affording  a  plan- 
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of  eati-  depOHit  for  tmluauce,  itrdaaucc  utores  aiid  a 
niagazitie,  is  ho  ulivloiis  us  to  reijuire  nothing  murL-  un 
my  piirt  tliau  to  call  jour  atteutiDD  to  tlie  subject.  , 
to  ask  that  aiithoril.v  be  given  and  an  approprialiou 
made  for  tlio  jjurchuaL-  of  a  site  and  for  the  erection 
of  suilable  buildings  for  the  jturpose  indicated. 

REYNOLDS  MONUMENT. 
Agreeably  to  tlie  reijiiirements  of  the  act  of  Assem- 
bly, entitled  "An  Act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to 
transfer  to  the  Keyiiold^  Monument  Committee  unsei- 
riceable  and  condemneiJ  ordnance,"  a^iproved  March 
7,  18C7,  I  caused  lbi3  ordnance  in  the  arsenal  to  be  in- 
spected and  turned  over  to  the  committee  for  tlie  pur- 
pose indicated  live  condemned  six-pounder  brass  can- 
non, weighing  in  thi;  aggregate  three  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  forty-i-ight  pounds. 

HISTORY. 

In  lS(i4  tin-  LcKishilTirf  niiule  an  appropriation  for 


cd  Siuuurl  I'.  i::itr~^.  l.si,..  U.v  ilic  |.iir|..,s<'  of  roiisuiii 
iiiiiliu^'  t\H-  ]-\<,\\su.u^  ol  l)ial  ;i.l.  win.  i.l(..l-.-d.'ll  1.. 
i-..II.Ti  111..  ri,.i-,.ssaiy  iiinlriiiils  iiii.l  1.)  iin.si-ciilc  llir 
work. 

.Vllli<iii<:li  liii'  r<iiiiili'V  liiis  ii;:ai]l  Ix-eii  n-sU>r<'d  1o 
\n-.\i-<;  till'  [niiplc  .■.iiitiuiic  lo  li'i'l  ;i  di-f)!  iutcri'st  in 
;ill  tiuil  nhilrs  I.I  i\H-  sWixji'^U-  ulii.'li  s.i  iv.-rully  .ou 
VDlscil  llir  tiiUiiiii.      !n  llir  iiiosirulji.u  of  llie  wiir'lViUI 

(rv's  .■;l1I,  ii^iwi-  ;id,lui..ii;il  .-vidi>nr.'s  of  li.-r  d.'V.iii.u. 
Ill  Ijlicrly  aii'l  U>  lli.-  ii;ilimi-,j  -xUny.  dv.-i'  lUir.'  Iiiiii 
drcd  and  sjxi  v  lliuiisaiid  of  Ikt  suns  sioail  in  ili'-  ranks 
III  Ihe  rtiiiiii  army.  Man>  lia\r  t'alli'ii.  and  iX'ai  ly 
lliiily    lliousaiid    by    w.uiiids  and   dis.as.-   iviaved    iu 
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the  field,  repose  iu  death.  To  commemorate  their  hero- 
ism, to  preserve  their  names*  and  perpetimte  the  record 
of  their  deeds  are  among  the  objctH  of  the  work  iu  pro- 
gress. Id  its  pages  will  be  found  an  aecouiit  of  eiich 
and  every  military  organization  of  the  State;  the  of- 
ftcera  and  men  of  whom  they  were  composed;  tlie  name 
of  every  individual,  with  his  place  of  residence,  time 
of  muster,  date  of  discharge,  and  the  special  acts  by 
which  he  was  distinguished,  as  well  of  the  dead  as 
those  who  have  survived. 

TRANSPORTATION  DEa>ARTMENT. 

The  Dejiartment  of  Tran8i)ortation,  created  during 
the  war,  has  accomplished  its  purpose,  and  ceased  to 
exist  by  the  determination  of  the  Jjegislaturc,  ex- 
pressed in  the  appropriatiou  bill,  approved  April  11, 
1867.  The  report  of  the  Su))erintendent  shows  that 
for  the  year  ending  Nnvemher  30, 18()7,  the  whole  num- 
ber of  claims  settled  and  paid  was  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-two.  These  «ere  for  the  disinterment  of  the 
bodies  of  deceased  Pennsylvania  soldiers  on  distant 
battlefields  and  transportation  to  the  homes  of  their 
relatives,  and  the  total  expenditures  were  thirty-two 
thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty  nine  dollars  and 
forty  cents.  There  remain  unsettled  one  hundred  and 
twenty-three  ctaiiuH.  amounting  to  about  four  thou- 
sand dollars,  for  the  payment  of  which  and  some  unset- 
tled transportation.  i\n  niipropriation  of  four  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  will  be  required. 

All  the  papers  and  buainew*  of  the  Department  have 
been  transferred  to  the  office  of  the  Adjutant  denentL 

STATE  AGENCY, 

During  the  war  ,1  State  Agency,  for  the  examina- 
tion, adjustment  and  collection.  fri»e  of  expense,  of 
military  claims,  was  established  at  Washington,  for 
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the  maiutfnani-e  of  whidi  the  Legislature,  with  com- 
mendable liberality,  lias  annually  made  tlie  necesHary 
appropriations. 

la  January  laBt,  v'ol.  Jolm  H.  Stewart,  of  Allegheny 
county,  was  appoiatt-d  Agent,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Wm.  A.  Cook,  As«>i8taut.  After  a  faithful  and  effi- 
cient perfornianee  of  its  duties  until  Slst  of  October, 
Col.  Stewart  reeigned  in  to naecj nonce  of  domestic  af- 
flictioae,  when  Col.  Cook  was  promoted  to  fill  the  po- 
sition, and  Lieutenant  Col.  J.  Copelan,  appointed  As- 
sistant. 

During  the  year  ending  December  15,  1867,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  t  ighteen  claims  have  been  set- 
tled, and  three  hundred  and  twenty-oue  Treasury  cer- 
tiei^ates  collected,  amounting  to  *241,66y.43.  Two 
thoueand  one  huudred  and  twenty-nine  new  cases  re- 
main unsettled,  the  Uioat  of  which  will  probably  be  set- 
tled by  the  30th  of  June  next,  at  which  period  the  ap- 
propriation terminates.  When  this  is  exhaasted,  the 
nepartnient  will  hjive  donlitlcsR  fulfilled  its  mission, 
and  lln-  diiLUiuems  iiml  tlii'  iia|n-is  ciiii  In-  transfcrrrd 
Iti  the  A.ijiitaul  (IcMi'iars  omic. 

CEMETERIES, 

The  rcix.rlf;  of  ill-  r,.iiLiiiissiiini-r.-*  a|.]i.iiufed  under 

Ilu'  Jii-1  of  Miiicli   V2.  IStiT.  to  iiivr^li^'iif  !he  (niiis;!.- 

snil.-d. 

Till-  \v.,iU  al  till.-  lirlivsliiLij;  (■.■mrlciy  Is  pnifirossiiij,'. 
lull  witli  K's;-  .-xiirililion  Ihaii  was  .■.,iiu-iupht1ed.  in 
(■.))ise<iiH-ucL-  u{  llie  dillk'iilly  of  pnirtiriuj;  smli  blu.ks 
of  iiiarhh-  as  ^^,■n^  n-.niin-il  lor  wlaliiary, 

Tlu'  approiii'J:ili<>-i  of  IIh.'i'  lliousaiid  dolliirs  [.<  iW 

.■.-luelcry  al  Anlirt.nn  lias  I u  wKIiIkOiI,  as  it  apii.'afs 

from  Mil'  acl  .if  iin-.n-roralinn  In  Ilu-  Lcijislalinv  u{ 
.Maryland  ami  Ilic  nsi.liitioiis  of  liie  board  <if  1iiiste..s. 
ll.al   llir  n-l»-l  dfad  are  l.i  lie  iiili^rn-d  williin  tlie  .-n- 
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oloBure  and  to  be  honored  with  the  same  m«monal8 
aB  the  Union  soldiers  who  are  there  buried. 

The  custom  has  ever  prevailed  to  specially  honor 
those  in  death  who  won  speical  honor  by  meritorious 
lives.  The  monuments  reared  to  the  memory  of  de- 
parted worth  bear  ample  testimony  that  our  people 
have  not  been  unmindful  of  this  custom.  But  where 
were  such  memorials  ever  erected  for  men  whose  ac- 
tions were  iufamous,  and  who  perished  in  an  ignoble 
cause?  Who  would  glorify  the  treason  of  Benedict 
Arnold  with  such  moiiuinents  as  have  arisea  to  the 
memory  of  Washingion?  Who  would  dare  to  insult 
the  loyal  heart  of  this  nation  by  proposing  to  lay,  side 
by  side,  in  the  same  sepulchre,  the  body  of  the  asais- 
sin  Booth  and  that  of  .\braham  Lincoln?  Ko  loyal 
man  would  take  Ih^;  heartless  Wirz  and  the  other 
demons  that  presided  over  the  prison  dens  of  cruelty, 
starvation  and  death,  and  the  executed  conspiratoi-a 
against  the  nation's  illustrious  chief,  and  deposit  them 
in  the  same  tomb  with  the  patriotic  men  who  sacrificed 
their  lives  in  battling  for  "the  right  against  the 
wrong."  Yet  it  is  proposed  that  the  loyal  States  con- 
struct cemeteries  for  their  heroic  dead,  and  then  dese- 
crate them  by  the  burial  therein  of  those  who  prose- 
cuted against  the  country  a  warfare  which  for  its  dia- 
bolical ferocity  is  niihout  a  mrallet  in  the  history  of 
civilization,  and  even  to  erect  monuments  to  their  mem- 
ory. Carry  out  this  purpose  and  what  inducement 
can  be  hereafter  olTered  to  the  loyal  citinen  to  fight 
against  treason.  wh"n  he  feels  assured  that  shonid  lie 
fall  in  battle  the  traitor's  grave  will  be  honored  etiuully 
with  his  own? 

The  cause  of  the  Union  was  a  holy  one,  while  that 
which  opposed  it  must  have  been  its  converse.  To 
one  side  alone  the  glory  belongs.  This  was  not  a  war 
of  nations  but  of  treason  against  loyalty.  It  was  a 
rontrst  of  rebels  who  would  hare  drained  the  life's 


S-62  Papers  of  the  Governors, 

blood  of  the  government  wliich  had  nurtured  and  pro- 
lei'ted  tbi-ni,  ngiiinst  ils  patriotic  sons  who  fought  to 
aaw  it  from  destnittion.  It  was  a  war  carried  on  bj 
the  defenders  and  promoters  of  oppreasion  against  the 
friends  and  lovers  of  liberty  and  their  country's  in- 
tegrity. 

Wliilf  tliei'e  is  no  .easonable  obji*i'tion  to  giving  de- 
cent sepulture  to  lUf  rebel  dead,  those  who  consider 
them  deserving  of  honorable  testimonials  may  bestow 
them.  It  is  onr  duly  to  reudt-r  honor  only  to  whom 
v.'i-  lielievi-  hoiior  is  dm-. 


The  commissioners  appoiiUi-d  nndi-r  an  ait  of  Hit- 
Legislature,  approved  April  22,  18.iS,  "lu  loulracl  for, 
and  superintend  the  ei-eetion  of  a  monument  to  the 
memory  of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  who  were  slain 
or  lost  their  lives  in  the  late  war  with  Mexico."  have 
ronlrjirteil  fur  the  I'rci-tiou  (if  ;i  luouuiiicnt,  in  a  ]>r(>nn- 
iicul   iMjrii.Hi  ,.f  111.'  C^iiiiiiil  triiiiiuds.  aiul  Ihe  work  is 

)ir(.nr-.-ssiiii;   :is   iM[.i.lly   as   ciiv sr;iil.TS   will    (n'lniir. 

The  ;Lp[.n.|.ii;Lliun  ..f  sc.niHI.  |,.  wliirb  llir  .■.iinniissinu- 
ers  ill-.'  liiniic.l.  is  iMa<l('i|uni.-  for  (In-  obj<Tt   roiLi.-iu- 


nr  s.-llish  and  piirtisau 
lieuililurc  fo]'  lli.>  erec- 
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BUffgest,  I'jiiJiiot  foigct  her  giillaiit  sons  whose  suiter 
iogs  and  sari-iliccs  foi'  Hieii-  coiiiitry  have  never  been 
fully  appreciated,  ami  whose  reniainn  repose  among 
strangers,  in  a  foreign  hiiid.  without  a  stone,  however 
rude,  to  indit-ate  their  Inst  resting  iiluces,  or  distin- 
guish their  graves  from  iboxe  of  tlieir  falli'u  enemies. 


A  coniniiiiLiiiUioii  from  the  hoard  of  miuiagers  of 
the  Harrisburg  teiiu'lery  is  herewith  tninsuiitted,  to 
which  your  attention  is  invited.  The  subjeet  of  which 
it  treats,  relative  lo  liie  liiirial  of  deceased  soldiers 
during  the  late  war,  is  wortliy  of  legislative  coiisideni- 
tion. 

CHARITABLE  INSTITUTIONS. 

The  I'eiinsylvauia  Itistitule  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumii, 
the  Intititution  for  Ihc  lustructinu  of  the  Blind,  the 
Training  School  for  Feeble-Minded  Children,  the 
Xorthern  Home  for  Friendless  Children,  the  Honses 
of  Refuge,  several  Soldiers'  Homes,  and  other  similar 
charities,  which  have  received  aid  from  the  Stale,  all, 
in  their  different  spheres,  accomplishing  much  good  for 
the  unfortunate  classes  for  whose  benefit  they  were 
established. 

Detailed  accounts  of  the  alTaira  of  Hie  Pennsylvania 
State  Liinatii-  Hos|iiral,  at  Ilarrishnrg,  and  of  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Hospilal.  at  Pittsburg,  will  be 
found  in  Ihc  rejiorta  of  the  Irusteea  and  snperintend- 
en's.  Iloth  these  institutions,  as  well  as  others  in 
the  State  for  the  care  of  the  insane,  are  crowded.  The 
infirmaries  for  the  hospital  at  Harrisburg,  for  which 
ajipropriatiim  was  made  last  year,  with  a  large  number 
of  additional  wards,  have  been  erected,  aiid  will  be 
ready  for  ociiipation  during  the  winter.  \  liberal  ap- 
prft]:riation  for  thi'  We=tcrn  Hospital  was  devoted  lo 
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the  erection  of  buildiugs,  on  tho  Ohio  river,  BeveQ 
uiilos  beiow  Kttsbiirg,  kutiwn  an  Uie  Dixmont  Hospital 
for  the  liisfliic.  The  great  increase  of  poputatiou  ren- 
ders necessary  the  establish  men  t  of  other  institutions 
of  Ibis  kind.  It  is  estimated  that  the  ratio  of  the  in- 
sane is  one  to  every  thousand  persons, and  on  assuming 
the  population  of  thu  State  to  be  about  three  millions 
live  himdred  thousand,  we  have  about  three  tboueand 
five  hundred  insane.  The  hospitals  in  the  State  alTord 
aecommodalion  for  only  Iwo  thousand.  Hence  there 
are  Bfteeu  hundred  for  whom  uo  provision  is  made, 
and  many  of  them  are  languishing  in  the  county 
prisons  and  almshouses. 

REVISION  OF  THE  CIVIL  CODE. 

Pursuajit  to  the  first  sectiou  of  a  joiul  rusolntion 
of  the  Legialatnre  approved  on  the  10th  of  April  last, 
Hon.  David  Derrickson,  W.  Maclay  Hall,  Esq.,  and 
Wayne  M'Veigh,  Esq.,  were  appointed  "reviBe,  col- 
bitc  iind  dif-cst  all  suili  piiltlii-  iuts  and  stiilnlew  .>f  the 
civil  code  of  Ihis  St;ilc.  :is  mic  -.■mT;il  una  [K-njiaiiriir 
in  their  niiliirc."  Tliesi>  ■■imliIi'iucii  liavi-  cuiinnciici-d 
the  work  assit-iicd  iliiiii,  iiud  from  wliii'h  the  ftjllowing 
benefils  arc  h<i|ii'(l  li>  lie  ilciivcd: 

Fir.-it.  Tii.M'orrciioii  of  the  rcdLindiuicics.  omissions, 
ic]iciiiiiins  and  iriroiisisteiicics  of  the  existing  BtatuteB. 

Scc.pinl.  The  fraiuiuf:  u(  -cncral  laws  as  siihstituU's 
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Tbf  gentlemen  comprising  the  cumtoiSHiun  have  pre- 
pared a  large  number  of  bills,  most  of  wbicli  will  be 
laid  befoiv  .voii  at  an  early  day.  The  most  iinpoi-taiit 
of  these,  which  the  coiiiniissionerB,  in  harmony  with 
my  own  views,  aiv  of  the  opinion  should  receive  early 
and  favorable  action  of  the  i-egisla  tare,  are  those  relat- 
ing lo  t'orpointiuiis.  the  poor,  public  highways,  rail- 
roads, evidence  and  interest.  The  others,  with,  per- 
haps, a  few  exceptions,  might  be  left  unacted  upon 
until  the  entire  worli  of  revision  is  completed.  The 
enactment  of  the  bill  on  corporations  in(o  a  law,  at 
an  early  period  of  the  session,  would,  doubtless,  ser\e 
to  irrevcnt  nuicli  legislation  that  might  be  culled  for 
on  subjects  which  the  bill  itself  contemplates  and 
for  wliich  it  makes  ample  provision.  The  bills  relat- 
ing to  the  poor  and  to  public  highways  demand  early 
attention,  as  the  laws  now  in  force  on  these  subjects 
are  so  numerous  and  diversified  that  scarcely  any  two 
connties  in  the  State  are  controlled  by  the  same  law, 
and  it  is  earnestly  to  be  desired  that  they  receive  the 
earli<'8t  practicable  sanction  of  the  liegislature. 

The  commissioners  desire  to  he  allowed,  fo  far  as 
possible,  to  complete  the  work  and  present  it  as  a 
symmetrical  whole,  rather  than  in  detached  parts,  and 
express  their  ojtinion  relative  to  the  time  r<'quisite  for 
its  satisfactory  completion.  They  ask  a  repeal  of  so 
much  of  the  first  section  of  the  joint  resolution  as 
excepts  from  their  hibm's  "those  statutes  revised,  codi- 
fied and  enacted  under  the  resolution  approved  March 
23,  1830,"  and  an  amendment  of  the  fourth  section, 
so  as  to  extend  from  "two"  to  three  years,  the  time 
allowed  for  the  completion  of  the  work.  The  pro- 
jmsed  amendments  will  give  them  control  of  the  whole 
body  of  the  statute  law,  and  such  allowance  of  time 
as  they  deem  necessary  for  its  satisfactory  revision. 
Tlie  accumulation  of  our  public  statutes,  during  a 
period  of  nearly  two  centuries,  can  hardly  fail  to  pre- 
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Bent  a  confuBion  wliii-h  St  is  eminently  desirable  isliould 
ln'  rorrected;  and  the  only  prBclicablc  mode  of  aeconi- 
plisliin^;  this  is  the  one  indicated  by  the  leBolution  of 
the  last  Legislature,  and  having  confldenee  in  the  geii- 
tlenieu  selected  for  this  work,  it  is  due  to  Ibem.  tia 
well  as  to  the  iinblic,  that  they  should  not  be  restrieted, 
either  as  to  time  or  by  exceptions,  nhifh  would  prevent 
H  jterfect  and  desirable  embodiment  of  publir  statutes. 
The  task  is  oue  of  more  than  ordinary  magnitude, 
i-equiring  deliberate  cousideratiou,  critical  acumen, 
and  careful  comparison  and  arriingeuient,  together 
with  high  order  of  talent,  literary  atlainmenls.  legal 
research  and  energetic  industry,  to  bring  it  to  that 
I>erfection  which  its  importance  demands  and  the  I^eg- 
islature  intended  and  will  doubtless  expect. 
TAX   LAW. 

The  Auditor   (JeneraJ,   Secretary   of   the   I'nmraon- 
wealth  and  tstate  Treasurer,  appointed  by  the  lA-gisla- 

ture  at  its  last  session  to   revise  and  difjest   the  tax 
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rfsponsibility  for  which,  after  the  adjourument,  but 
fpw  members  could  be  found  willing  to  assume,  or 
even  to  admit  any  kuowledge  of  their  passage.  It  is 
expected  that  every  legislator  should  be  aciiuainted 
with  all  that  is  transpiring  in  the  legislative  halls. 
IIo  is  not  simply  chosen  to  give  his  support  lo  ceriain 
liills  »'hich  have  been  called  to  his  individual  atten- 
tion, but  to  be  couHtantly  on  the  alert  to  frustrate 
every  act  that  may  have  a  tendency  to  jeopardize  the 
public  interests.  To  plead  ignorance  after  a  real  or 
imaginary  wrong  has  been  done,  is  to  acknowledge  a 
want  of  atteution  to  the  trust  reposed  by  his  constit- 
uents. One  bill,  the  authorship  and  knowledge  of 
which  has  been  generally  disclaimed,  passed  both 
branches  of  the  A88enibly,  and  was  sent  in  due  form, 
with  the  signatures  of  the  proper  ofiicers,  for  the 
Executive  approval,  and  in  seveial  instances  bills  were 
passed  and  sent  for  approval  in  duplicate.  All  such 
hasty  and  careless  legislation  should  be  avoided,  and 
the  members  of  the  session  now  about  to  commence 
lie  enabled  at  Its  close  to  give  an  account  of  their  par- 
ticipation in  fvery  act,  however  unimportant.  The 
Legislature,  coming  as  it  does,  fresh  from  the  ranks 
of  the  people,  should  set  an  example  in  economy,  re- 
trenchment and  reform.  It  is  the  custodian  of  the 
public  interests,  and  any  unnecessary  extravagance 
or  prodigality  in  the  expenditure  of  public  money  is 
reprehensible.  It  was  a  matter  of  common  notoriety 
at  the  last  session  that  a  number  of  subordinate  offi- 
cers, in  both  branches  of  the  Assembly,  were  appoint- 
ed, to  whom  liberal  snlariee  were  paid,  and  who  were 
never  neen  at  their  designated  posts,  and  rendered 
no  service  to  the  State.  This  practice  has  been  em- 
phatically condemned  by  the  press  and  the  people,  and 
will  not  be  continued  by  any  legislature  which  means 
to  acquire  a  reputation  for  a  faithful  performance  of 
duty.     Tour  attention   is  respectfully  invited  to  the 
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I;iw  on  Iliis  siil>jp(;t  iia  coutiiiiied  iu  set'tioQB  fifteen  and 
I'iglileeu  of  the  act  ap^jroved  Ur'  Tib  day  of  ilaj,  IS55. 

ANNUAL.  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Vour  ittteiitioD  is  diretted  to  tlie  practiee  of  «itli- 
Uoldiiig  the  annual  a^ipropiiation  bill  until  tbe  latest 
mumentii  of  the  session.  In  Ihe  public  e»timatioii 
gieat  importance  is  attached  to  liiiB  bill,  and  no  action 
of  the  Legislature  undergoes  a  closer  or  more  careful 
scrutiny,  its  provisions  concern  the  entire  coiuniu- 
nit.v,  ami  in  their  enactment  too  much  caution  cannot 
be  observed.  Last  year  the  appropriation  bill  was 
not  passed  until  the  last  night  of  the  session,  when  i( 
was  hurried  through  both  branches  of  the  Legislature, 
and  on  the  following  morning  presented  for  approval, 
without  affording  time  for  the  necessary  investigation, 
and  subjecting  the  Executive  to  Ibe  aiterniilive  of  sign- 
ing it  with  all  its  imperfections,  or  suspending,  for  the 
ensuing  year,  the  indispensable  means  for  the  opera- 
lions  of  the  State  (lovi'i-nincTit.  It  is,  tlii-refocc.  .-ar- 
iiesily  il.-slrf.l  rhiii  ilu-  apinojuiaiion  bill  he  l:\U--n  up, 
.li.-ciissfd,  and   pa.-^srd   al   a   siitliricnlly  early  pt-ii...! 

cxauiiuatiiiu  \t]iii'li  its  iiii|i<>rlaiire  ih-rnamb. 

Vciy  Liiahv  s.TJoiis  MMii|>hiiiils  have  been  ina.le  fur 
many  years  |iast  r.'laii\.-  lo  lli.-  .lisjiosii  i.iu  ..t  ibc 
(lelirls  »birh  aiiiiiially  aeiiimiilah's  ab.ml  the  I'apiKil. 
This  s.^.'mK  I.,  have  been  re^'arded  as  le;;itiniate  per- 
(.aisii..^  of  .■eilain  atia.-li.-.-*  of  llie  several  le^islaiive 
anil  oiher  il.-|iarlnieiils.  and  lias  i'eiisi':|n.-nr!y  led  1<> 
l.rani.eswliirh  should  h.-iireveii!rd.     Il  isalle^-fd  thai 

\alnabh-  |ir«|ierl\    has  Mms  I ii   laken  possession  of 

and  applied  lo  personal  uses,  or  sold  for  m.-r-e  t inal 

A  nnn^dy  for  iliis.-vjl  is  to  allow  no  i,er-i|nisil..s  what. 
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ever  to  any  of  llie  .'QiijIoyet'B  of  tlie  s»vernnient,  Sal- 
arieB,  sutHcient  in  .ill  cases  for  the  services  rendered, 
should  be  appropriated,  beyond  which  no  other  con- 
lireration  should  be  ailowed.  The  adoption  of  this 
principle  would  remove  the  temptation  for  young  men 
in  the  depai-tments  to  resort  to  improper  practices. 
All  the  public  propi-rty,  of  every  dt'*;'C!iptiott,  as  well 
as  the  buildings  and  grounds,  should  be  placed  in 
charge  of  the  superintendent  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, chosen  for  his  known  integrity  and  general  capa- 
bility, and  required  to  give  sufficient  bonds  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  his  duties.  All  property  and 
materiafnot  needed  for  public  use.  the  superintendent 
should  be  required  to  sell  at  public  sale,  and  pay  over 
the  proceeds  to  the  State  Treasury. 

GENERAL  RAILROAD  LAW. 
The  subject  of  a  general  lailroad  law  has  long 
been  agitated,  and  although  it  has  found  opponents, 
but  few  objections  have  been  urged  against  it,  whilst 
arguments  accumulate  in  its  favor.  It  seems  impossi- 
ble that  any  person  can  receive  injury  from  its  adop- 
tion, whilst  its  benefits  may  be  fett  by  all  chit^ses  of 
citizens.  Even  the  chartered  companies  have  no  rea- 
sonable grounds  for  opposition.  The  intention  of  the 
proposed  law  is  nol  to  deprive  them  of  any  vested 
rights  or  franchises;  but  to  secure  to  others  the  same 
privileges  and  opportunities  for  completion.  It  will 
open  new  avenues  to  distant  markets;  improve  the 
value  of  proju'Cly;  ^ive  new  inipul«i'  :o  immigration; 
put  additional  lands  under  cultivation;  stimulate 
trade,  agriculture,  manufactures  and  mechanic  arts  to 
increased  energy;  furnish  greater  inducements  and 
facilities  for  travel,  and  add  to  our  general  prosperity, 
Clher  States  have  tried  the  experiment  with  satisfac- 
tory results,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  Pennsylvania 
should  be  a  laggard  in  the  grand,  march  of  jtrogress 
and  improvement. 
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Nfxt  to  the  importance  of  {.-realing  a<]ditioiiul  rail^ 
roads  on  the  free  principle,  i»  the  reductiou  of  i-haisi-a 
for  [iii88age  and  frui^hl  to  minimum  rati-'S.  This  is 
a  imitttT  tliat  tonfi-rna  everj-  individual.  Trausporta- 
tion  will  imieasc  in  tiuantity  in  proportion  to  tlie  re- 
duction of  its  co»t,  and  as  the  faciiitiea  increase  and 
tin-  fO»t8  decrease,  the  more  vigorous  will  be  the  devel- 
opment of  onr  industrial  resources.  Kailroada  will 
derive  more  benefit  from  low  than  from  exorbitant 
t-hni'ges.  The  increase  of  travel  and  freight  will  lie 
vaBtl.v  greater  than  the  increase  of  expense.  The 
trnnsportation  of  a  loaded  car  costs  but  little  more 
than  that  of  one  that  is  empty.  In  the  matter  of  pas- 
wngers  alone,  it  i»  reasonable  to  suppose,  that  the 
lower  rates  of  fare,  the  greater  will  be  the  number  of 
persoue  to  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege  of  railroad 
IrnnKportation,  The  same  is  true  in  regard  to  freight; 
for  the  engine  that  draws  a  half-dozen  cars,  can  with 
nearly  eijual  fatility  propel  a  larger  number.  More- 
over, tin-  rorid  lliiit  is  worked  In  its  utmost  cnT.acitv 
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Ml  (iii.-iitiiui  I. (IS  I, .■,'11  laliril  :o  111,-  subjr,.|  .if  in- 
SDiaiKr,  ami  s<.  irM|M>ila!it  ilors  il  a|i|iear.  Ilia.  1  ,1.  em 
il  wi.illiy  i.r  iejrislaiive  riiiisid.Tali.iii,  Mam  inilli<.ns 
of  dollars  are  now  inv.ih.'d.  in  the  I'liited  Stutes.  in 
insuraner.  and  llir  aaioiial  is  heiri-  lapidly  incrcas.-d. 
To  f;iiiii(l    Ihe   iTil.Tosls  of  insnrets.  our  laws  are  in- 
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adetjuuto,  uud  tlieiefoie  ueod  u  tfaurougli  rcviBion. 
Laws  have  been  establisbed  in  several  of  our  sUtev 
Rates,  and  so  successful  have  been  their  operations 
that  the  insmnace  companies  acting  under  them  tom- 
raand  a  respect  and  con6dence  which  is  not  extended 
to  those  of  Pennsylvania.  Whilst  a  large  portion  of 
the  insurance  business  of  New  Yoik  is  done  in  this 
S^lalf,  some  of  our  companies  have  recently  abolished 
their  agencies  in  New  York,  because,  as  they  say,  no 
one  there  will  insure  in  a  Pennsylvania  company,  in 
consequence  of  the  laxity  of  our  insurance  laws.  The 
policies  of  many  organizations,  under  our  present  laws, 
are  alleged  to  be  worthless;  and  although  they  are 
continually  -failing,  others  of  similar  character  are 
starting  into  existence.  Within  a  few  months  five 
fire  insurance  companies  have,  failed,  one  of  which  had 
issued  policies  to  over  one  million  dollars,  and  other 
serious  defections  are  of  frequent  occurrence. 

In  view  of  these  facts  and  the  costly  experience  of 
the  people,  I  would  recommend  the  establishment  of 
an  Insurance  Department,  similar  to  those  in  New 
York  and  Ma ssnchu setts,  that  shall  have  supervision 
and  control  over  all  companies  allowed  to  transact 
business  within  this  Htate,  Such  enactement  is  re- 
quired for  the  security  of  our  citizens.  Millions  of  dol- 
lars arc  paid  out  by  ibem  annually  for  insurance — 
much  of  it  under  such  ciivumslances  as  to  render  it 
impossible  for  a  private  individual  to  know  whether 
the  company  to  whicli  he  pays  is,  or  is  not  reliable, 
t'areful  supervision,  by  a  superintendent  appointed  by 
law.  and  published  i^epoits  of  tlie  same,  under  oath, 
would  prevent  much  loss  and  fraud. 

The  security  of  the  companies  themselves  require 
an  Insurance  Department.  The  people  demand  pro- 
tection from  ignorance,  fraud  and  insolvency.  Con- 
sulting the  insurance  journals,  we  find  that  as  a  gen- 
eral thing,  Pennsylvania  insurance  companies  are  ac- 
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quiriiif;  an  uiieiiviiibli;  re|niliiIion  obroiid,  iifTet'ting  llic 
houor  and  good  name  of  the  Siatt'.  Tiic  great  pur- 
pose uf  the  proposed  department,  should  be  protec- 
tion. But  in  eonneilion  with  it  there  must  be  fees 
Bflflloient  to  cover  all  its  legitimate  expenses  and  pro- 
vent  ita  becoming  a  burthen  to  the  Commonwealth. 

OAS. 

Compitiints  have  lieeii  laid  liefore  me  b.v  the  I'on- 
fiumei'S  of  gas  in  oiir  large  cities,  and  from  a  sense  of 
duly  and  resjiect  to  (hem  I  lay  the  matter  before  you. 
It  is  stated  that  they  hare  no  appeal  or  satiHfactory 
mode  Or  redress  for  alleged  impositiona  of  the  gas 
(.'onipanies.  To  what  extent  these  complaints  are  just 
it  would  be  difficult  to  ascertain,  but  that  there  iB 
( Huse  for  some  of  them  may  properly  be  inferred  from 
the  number,  intelligence  and  respectability  of  ihe  par- 
lies by  whom  they  are  made.  There  in  no  reason  why 
such  a  state  of  things  ^hould  continue  to  exist,  whilst 
the  people.  Ihrough  their  representntiveK.  have  an  easy 
and  i-IT.Ttuiil  remedy. 

Tlic  l.e;:islaliin-  or  a  rii^isilil-iiing  Si;U.-  lias  rir:iled 
(lie  ollire  of  his]i('rlor  of  ;>as  and  ;:;\s  mrlivs.  A,  >>>ll 
niiglil  he  enarl.-d  .■ri-aliii-;  a  similar  |>..sirii.ti  in  arjy 
cily  in  which  it  m:\y  he  n^iiain^il  in  iliis  Siaic  ami  surh 
anaiigemenlw  madr  as   weiild   .■(isaiv  Jasiir   to  .-.mi 
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STATl'lCH    FOR    TIIR    rAI'ITOl,    AT    WAflHINT.TON. 

Ai-.-.>m|iariyia';  llrs  1  ill  will  l.c  fi.miil  a  .■iniilat  It. 
imni.'V.nis  nii'Miliers  of  liie  S,.a:ii.'  aii<l  ll..i(si-  ,if  \ir\ 
sriiralivs  .if  the  faiird  Siairs  i-rlaliM'  In  an  an 
r..ii^'i-rss.  passed  -liil.v  :;,   IMII,  inviiiti.;;  ■■.-a.  Ii  ai;il 

of  llie  SfalcH  lo  pnivid.^  and  hirnisli  sia >,  ]>■  umiI 

or  bronze,  not  exrerilinn  I  wo  in  iiiirnh.T  f-.i- ..a.li  Si  a 

of    derraseri    piTsoas    who    have    Ipf.-n    rili^.i^iis    rli^Tr 
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and  illuBtt'ious  for  their  historic  tenowii,  or  from  dis- 
tingiiished  civil  or  military  services,  such  as  eaeh  State 
shall  determine  to  be  worthy  of  this  national  com- 
memoration." The  intention  is  to  place  the  statuuB, 
when  furnished,  in  the  old  hall  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
ptntatives,  in  the  Capitol  of  the  United  States,  whit-li 
is  set  apart  as  a  hall  of  national  statuary,  for  that  pur- 
pose. Other  States  will  doubtless  avail  themselves 
of  this  privilege,  and  Pennsylvania  should  not  be  be- 
hind them  in  thus  commemorating  the  memory  of  hep 
distinguished  dead. 

PARIS  EXHIBITION. 

That  Pennsylvania  might  be  otticially  represented 
in  the  "Model  American  School  House,"  at  the  "Uni- 
versal Exposition  of  all  Nations,"  I  caused  to  be  for- 
warded to  the  American  Commissioner  at  Paris,  in 
July  last,  a  box  containing  a  large  number  of  books 
and  doi-uments  relative  io  the  various  departments  of 
the  I'ommonweiillh.  with  a  reijuest  that  thoy  be  placed 
in  a  prominent  [lositton,  that  visitors  from  distant  lands 
might  have  (iii|)ortunity  to  obtain  from  their  pages 
a  correct  idea  of  the  progress  and  importance  of  the 
State.  In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  this  package 
the  Commissioner  states  that  its  contents  were  dis- 
posed of  as  reijuested.  And  we  are  assured  that  the 
representation  of  the  extent,  characteristics,  resources, 
progress  and  privileges  of  our  country,  as  made  in  the 
"Farmer's  Home."  and  "Free  Common  School-House," 
attracted  crowds  of  curious  and  interested  visitors, 
and  would  scatter  wide  and  permanently,  in  distinct 
form,  the  doctrines  of  our  Republic,  and  "result  in  a 
rich  return  to  the  United  States  for  the  outlay,  and  a 
higher  nppieciation.  among  the  people  of  Europe,  of 
the  statutes  and  institutions  of  this  land  of  freedom 
and  equality." 


POLICE  FOR  THE  MINING  DISTRICTS. 

eoiiformit.v  lo  au  at-t  of  Assembly  "fwf  "»'  belter 
M-tiuL  of  iiei'Ruii,  property  and  life  in  the  mmitig 
i»»  of  tliis  Coinmnuwealtb,"  wpproved  April   12, 

and  OQ  tbe  earnest  appeal  of  many  eitisenti,  I 
inted,  iiumedialely  after  tbat  dale,  a  murxhal  ut 
e  and  a  number  of  subordinateB,  to  give  [H-otetiion 
e  inhabitants  of  Schuylkill  and  XorthumberlamI 
ties.  In  these  t-ouuties,  for  a  long  time  previouK, 
^8  of  heinous  cbaraeler  were  of  frequent  oecur- 
j.  Combinations  of  desperate  men  were  formed 
verawe  the  proprietors  and  Huperinleudeuts  of 
:iine8,  and  to  control  their  munagement.     t^HlizenB 

murdered  in  their  dwelliugs  and  on  the  roads; 
rs  intimidated  by  threats,  were  di-iven  from  Uie 
ties;  and  a  feeling  of  inseeurity  and  terror  very 
rally  prevailed.  Tbe  administrators  of  the  law 
cd  powerleas  to  euppi-ees  tbese  outrages,  or  bring 
*unty  to  punishment.     Hinee  tbe  appointment  of 
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WEIGHTS,  MEASURES,  &C. 

You  will  find  among  the  jiapei's  I  seiiii  vou,  a  uuiform 
decimal  system  of  nu-asiireB,  weights,  and  L'uri-cucies, 
including  a  new  method  of  reckoning  (jircles,  time,  and 
longitude,  together  with  the  action  of  the  Ijegielature 
of  Maine  in  reference  thereto.  As  the  subject  is  one 
of  general  importance  and  interest,  it  is  presented 
for  your  consideration. 

FISH. 

Herewith  will  be  found  the  report  of  Col.  James 
\^■(l^^eII,  rommissioiier  appointed  under  the  act  of 
March  3ft.  1866.  relative  to  the  passage  of  fish  in  the 
Kusijiiehaniia  river  and  itt<  tributaries. 

PENITENTIARIES. 

From  reports  of  tlie  inspectors  and  directors,  it  will 
be  seen  that,  in  order  to  carry  out  the  Slate  Prison 
system,  additional  accommodations  should  be  pro- 
vided, either  by  erecting  extensions  to  the  present 
buildings,  or  an  additional  penitentiary.  The  appro- 
priation made  at  the  last  session  for  the  erection  of  a 
hospital  in  connection  with  the  Western  Penitentiary 
has  not  been  expended,  the  board  of  inspectors  being 
unwilling  to  8ele<'t  a  site  until  it  Is  determined  by  the 
Legislature  whether  or  not  additional  wings  or  cells 
will  be  constructed. 

COUNTY  PRISONS. 
Unfavorable  reports  are  made  respecliuf;  many  of 
the  connty  prisons.  Some  of  them  are  alleged  to  be 
insecure  and  otherwise  unfit  for  the  jmrposes  intend- 
ed; others  are  of  insufficient  capacity  and  so  over- 
crowded as  to  endanger  the  health  of  the  inmates; 
while  the  management  and  discipline  of  nearly  all 
niipht.  doubtless,  be  materially  improved.     The  policy 


lOt  ti  Houad  one  that  uiowds  together,  indiucrim- 
elj',  cliildrt-Q  and  utbers  convicted  of  Iheir  fii-st  and 
tng  ofTenceg,  with  men  aiul  women  whose  whole 
B  have  been  blackened  with  crime. 

PRISON  COMMISSIONERS. 

1  accordance  wiih  the  act  of  Asseroblj-,  a{iproved 
the  ITth  of  April  Inst,  Meters.  William  H,  Arm- 
lUfi.  of  L.vi;oming  c-oiinty,  Theodort?  H.  Xevin,  of 
pgheny,  Wm.  M.  Watts,  of  Cumberland,  and  Aid- 
er Henrv  and  N.  B.  Browne,  of  Philadfljihia,  wer*1 
ointed  commistiioiierH  "to  imiuire  into  the  various^ 
:emfi  of  prison  discipline  aa  practiced  in  other  State 

I'ountrieB."  Tbeae  gentlemen  entered  npon  their 
ies  and  have  visited  various  prisons,  one  of  Iheir 
iber  having  gone  to  Enrope  for  that  purpose.     The 

however,  re<iuiriug  them  to  report  to  this  8et!ijion 
ht!  Legislature  does  not  allow  them  euRicient  time 
lo  justice  to  the  subject,  and  they  ask  an  amend- 
it  extendinji  the  tiiii.'  for-  tlieir  report  nntil  the  scs- 
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right  to  be  infyrmed  in  what  manner  nnd  to  what  px 
tent  the  Executive  clemency  has  been  employed  toward 
convicted  criminals.  It  18  also  due  to  the  Executive 
himself  that  his  action  in  this  regard  should  be  under- 
stood. On  no  subject  has  there  been  greater  misrep- 
resentatiou  than  on  that  which  relates  to  the  exercise 
of  the  pardoning  power.  Accusations  have  repeat- 
edly been  published  of  its  abuse,  and  cases  have  been 
cited  in  proof  thereof,  which  were  never  even  pre- 
sented to  my  notice.  Crimiuals  were  liberated  from 
prison  after  sentence,  and  clamors  raised  in  relation 
to  their  pardon  in  cases  in  which  no  appeal  for  clem- 
ency had  ever  been  made.  Upon  investigation,  it  has 
been  ascertained  that  a  custom  prevails  in  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions  of  Philadelphia,  to  re-consider,  remit 
and  change  sentences,  weeks  and  months  after  their 
delivery,  and  in  this,  much  of  the  misrepresentation 
hi>s  originated.  During  the  last  year,  as  many  con- 
victs were  thus  liberated  from  the  Moyamensing  jail 
as  were  pardoned  by  me  from  all  the  prisous  in  the 
Commonwealth.  Besides  which  a  number  more  have 
had  their  terms  of  sentence  reduced.  How,  or  when, 
or  under  what  authority,  this  custom  originated,  it 
is  impossible  to  learn;  hut  that  it  is  liable  to  abuse, 
and  is  without  the  sanction  of  law,  seems  evident. 
The  sentence  of  a  convict  is  a  matter  of  grave  import- 
ance, and  should  receive  most  serious  consideration 
before  it  is  determined  upon  and  delivered;  for  when 
it  has  become  a  matter  of  record,  the  criminal  passes 
beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  and  there  is  no 
legal  or  constitutional  remedy,  oven  for  errors  that 
may  be  committed,  except  through  appeal  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive. If  a  judge  can  remit  or  shorten  a  sentence, 
he  can  increase  it.  and  that  is  a  power  dangerous  to 
allow  any  one  to  wield.  And  further,  if  it  be  lawful 
for  the  judge  of  one  court  to  remit  sentences  at 
pleasure,  it  follows   that  judges  of  all  other  courts 
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should  be  invested  with  the  same  prerogativi?;  and  it 
requires  no  argument  to  show  to  what  a  daugeroiis 
extent  it  might  be  used.  Elappily,  the  custom  appears 
to  be  confined  to  the  court  named,  as  judges  in  other 
oouiities  disclaim  any  such  authority. 

Former  l^egieiatures  have  had  their  attention  called 
fo  the  fiift  that  persons  are  now  confined  in  our  county 
prisons  under  Hentence  of  death,  some  of  them  for 
many  years,  whoso  death  warrants  were  never  issued, 
and  towards  whom  the  eeveral  Governors,  during 
whose  term  they  were  sentenced,  could  not  discover 
HuRicient  cause  for  the  exercise  of  the  pardoning 
power.  The  custom  has  been  for  each  tJovernor  to  de- 
cline issuing  a  dtiath  warrant  which  had  been  with- 
held by  his  predt'cessor.  Ilence,  those  convicts,  sen- 
tenced to  dea^fa,  for  whose  execution  the  previous  Gov- 
ernors did  not  issue  warrants,  and  whom,  it  is  pre- 
sumed they  believed  deserved  a  milder  pnnishmeot, 
must  either  he  pardoned  or  remain  prisoners  for  life. 
To  rt-riicdy  iliis  \\u-  (l.ncni.ir  slionld  be  veslcd  with 
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in  rebellion  lias  uot  yt^t  attiiiued  complete  tranquility. 
And  this  seems  to  have  been  inevitable;  for  all  liistory 
teacbes  that  a  people  who  engaf^e  in  the  perpetration 
of  high  crimes  cannot  entirely  nor  immediately  es- 
cape their  consequences.  Nor,  perhaps,  is  it  desirable 
th«t  they  should.  However  this  may  be,  it  is  certain 
that  perfect  repose  cannot  be  secured  until  the  ineur- 
rectionary  States  Bliall  resume  their  original  practical 
relation  to  the  General  Government. 

How,  when  and  through  whom  this  can  be  best  done, 
is  the  great  question  of  the  present. 

That  the  views  and  conceptions  of  a  single  individ- 
ual, however  high  he  may  be  accidentally  and  tempo- 
rarily exalted,  should  be  allowed  to  control  or  deter- 
mine this  question,  cannot  for  a  moment  be  conceded. 
The  Constitution  provides  that  the  United  States  shall 
guarantee  to  evury  State  in  the  Union  a  republican 
form  of  government;  and,  where  the  will  of  the 
people  is  the  acknowledged  law  of  the  land,  it  requires 
an  extraordinary  amount  of  political  effrontery  to 
assume  that  a  Chief  Kxecutive  of  the  nation,  to  any 
degree  or  under  any  circumstances,  is  the  United 
States. 

And  yet  in  effect  or  substance,  if  not  in  plain  terms, 
this  was  assumed  shortly  after  the  surrender  of  Lee 
and  his  armed  forces,  by  the  President;  and  he  has 
continued  to  act  on  this  assumption,  even  in  his  late 
annual  message,  in  whicb.  while  claiming,  in  words 
unknown  to  our  forefathers  and  our  institutions,  to 
be  the  ''elected  defender"  of  the  people,  he  arrogantly 
calls  on  Congress  to  "immediately  strike  from  the 
statute  books"  its  reconstruction  laws. 

That  Congress  "will  surrender  its  plan  of  recon- 
struction" to  this  manifestly  despotic  demand,  cannot 
be  even  imagined  or  conjectured.  That  plan,  care- 
fully matured  as  it  was.  and  fully  approved  wben  it 
was  a  direct  issue  before  the  people,  is  eminently  just, 
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wise  and  patriotic.  It  inaiBts  tbat  men  who  weri?  lojal 
in  acta  during  tlie  rebellion,  or  loyal  in  tbeir  feelings, 
sUould  aloue  participate  in  the  immediate  governtueut 
of  the  "insurreclionary  districts."  Uolng  be.voud  the 
mere  surface,  it  rests  ultimately  od  the  important  doc- 
trine, that  the  deBliuies  of  the  nation  can  only  be  safe 
"iu  the  hands  of  its  friend^;"  of  those  whose  political 
and  mural  natures  remain  Bufliciently  pure  to  feel  the 
impnlses  of  putriolism  and  the  obligations  of  oaths. 

Thai  poliry  which  antagoni'.es  the  Congressional 
plan,  which  has  obstructed,  and  persistently  endea- 
vored to  defeat  it,  first  ignoi-es  all  these  important  con- 
siderations. Having  done  this,  it  consisteutty  main- 
tains that  those  who  devised  the  most  iufamouB  meaa- 
ures  of  war,  and  for  years  relentlessly  perpetrated, 
in  aid  of  their  purposes,  theft,  plunder,  murder,  star- 
vation, and  assassination — the  very  leaders  of  the  re- 
bellion—should be  allowed,  after  their  involuntary 
failure,  to  possess  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  good 
cilizens.     That   a   schpine  so   nb^nrd   and   dangerous 
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may  well  be  added,  that  it  is  at  least  a  weakness, 
if  not  a  crime,  to  permit  unrepentant,  and  only  out- 
wardly subdued  traitors,  to  exercise  the  elective  fran- 
chise, hold  offices,  or  take  part  in  the  deliberations  and 
legislation  of  the  nation.  Its  stability  and  prosperity, 
the  welfare  of  the  people  now  and  hereafter,  cannot 
permit  these  things  to  be  done. 

Individual  interests,  as  well  as  the  general  financial 
condition  of  our  national  affairs  would  be  greatly 
benefitted  by  the  simplification  of  internal  revenue  tax- 
ation, reducing  the  number  of  articles  taxed  and  in- 
suring honesty  and  faithfulness  in  collection.  The 
reduction  of  taxes  on  the  necessaries  of  life  and  on 
manufactures  that  aro  in  competition  with  the  prod- 
ucts of  foreign  labor  should  be  encouraged,  while  the 
tax  on  luxuries  and  imports  should  be  made  sufficient 
to  sustain  the  expenses  of  the  government. 

The  people  of  Pennsylvania,  ever  true  to  the  Union, 
and  unswerving  in  their  determination  to  preserve 
its  honor,  integrity  and  perpetuity,  are  proud  and  free 
to  assert  the  sacredness  of  the  national  debt,  and  that 
its  ultimate  payment  in  full  must  be  secured. 

As  regards  the  tariff,  the  protection  of  home  labor 
and  resources,  I  need  only  refer  to  the  views  expressed 
in  my  inaugural.  Time  and  continued  reflection  have 
strengthened  the  views  therein  expressed.  But  this 
subject  is  committed  to  the  watchful  care  of  our  rep- 
resentatives in  Congress,  and  it  is  hoped  their  labors 
will  be  crowned  with  the  happiest  consequences. 
Surely  the  United  States  should  protect  and  defend 
her  own  industry  and  skill — our  own  toiling  millions. 

I  earnestly  invoke  the  blessing  of  Almigty  God  upon 
your  deliberations,  and  that  He  will  prosper  your  ex- 
ertions to  promote  the  happiness  of  the  people  and 
the  welfare  of  our  beloved  Commonwealth. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 
Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg.  January  7,  1868. 
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PARDON  REPORT. 

le  ii'enate  and  Uoase  of  Representatires; 
^ntleraen; — 

«pl.?  impresBed  with  Ihe  importance  of  th«  silb- 
I  have  the  honor  io  make  and  retiuest  jour  accept- 
or the  following  report: 

:e  Conslitulion  of  the  Commonwealth  of  I'enu- 
>nia  I'onfcrs  niion  the  Governor  the  power  to 
it  tlnee  and  forfeitures,  and  grant  reprieves  and 
ons"  for  olTeneeB  committed  against  the  laws  of 
l^tate. 

lis  power  has  been  exercised  to  a  greater  or  lea* 
at  by  I'very  Exei-ntive  since  the  orgauizatioD  of 
^tate  Government,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain 
the  Executive  Minutes  of  my  predeceasora,  no 
rt  of  any  of  the  transactions  under  the  foregoing 
litutional  clause  has  ever  been  made.  Cuatoui 
law  require  that  all  the  other  business  of  the 
^rnor  shall  be  communicated  to  the  General  Ah- 
ilv  for  ils  iiifniiiialioii.     Tlmri  whv  should  be  with- 
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Annexed  to  tbe  report  will  be  found  an  nggrcgalo 
tabular  Btateincnt  of  all  the  p;irdonB,  remissions  tif 
fines  and  forfeited  recognizances,  and  reetoratious 
to  citiKenehip  granted,  together  with  (he  dcntb  war- 
rants issued  annually,  from  the  organization  of  the 
State  Government  to  the  present  time. 

[DOCUMENTS  OMITTED.] 
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PARDONS.  DEATH-WARRANTS.  &C.,  ISSUED  BY  THE  C!OV- 
ERNORS  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH  FROM  THE  YEAH 
1791  TO  1B68. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Authorizing  the 
Commutation  of  the  Death  Punishment  in  Certain 
Cases." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  7,  1868. 
Qeivtlemen : — 

AFTER  MATURE  CONSIDERATION  OF  SENATE 
bill,  No,  280,  entitled   "An  Act  authorizing  the 
commntatioQ  of  the  death  punishmeut  in  certain 
cases,''  I  am  constrained  to  return  it  with  my  objec- 
tions. 

This  bill  was  primarily  intended  to  meet  the  cases 
of  sundry  convicts  referred  to  in  the  last  annual  mes- 
sage of  the  Governor,  who  are  under  sentence  of 
death,  and  not  executed,  because  the  out-going  execu- 
tives failed  to  fix  the  days  of  execution,  and  to  sign  the 
death  warrants.  These  instances  exist,  not  so  much 
by  reason  of  any  defect  in  the  present  laws,  as  from 
a  failure  properly  to  execute  them,  \evertheless  had 
the  bill  been  conJtned  to  these  cases,  it  would  have 
met  my  approbation. 

But,  when  it  is  proposed  to  authorize  conditional 
pardons  for  all  capital  ofiFences,  in  future  cases,  and 
to  make  such  pardons  dependent  upon  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  judges  who  tried  the  offenders,  new  and 
grave  questions  are  thereby  raised,  which  I  am  reluct- 
ant to  answer  by  the  approval  of  this  bill.  The  ninth 
section  of  the  second  article  of  the  Constitution  em- 
powers the  Governor  to  "grant  reprieves  and  pardons, 
except  in  cases  of  impeachment;"  and  I  have  serloas 
doubts  whether  the  Legislature  has  any  constitutional 
power  to  make  the  advice  and  recommendation  of 
any  other  person  or  persons  a  sine  qua  non  to  the 
granting  of  a  pardon  in  any  case. 

Personally,  I  would  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  any  ren- 
sonable  restrictions  upon  my  exercise  of  the  pardon- 
ing power;  but  it  is  due  to  the  Executive  ofBce,  that 
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itij  constitutional  pierogativeH  sLouid  uyl  Ite  laki;u 
Hwiiy  or  encroached  upon  by  unauthorisied  or  doubtful 
Icgisiatiun. 

Moreover,  tlie  certainty  of  puniahrueut  liua  always 
been  rciiarded  ae  important  to  tlte  due  administnition 
of  criminal  law.  This  bill,  by  providing  for  a  com- 
mutation of  punishment  Ju  all  future  capital  cases, 
addn  another  to  existing  cliances  of  eiscape,  in  vit>la- 
Eiou  of  sound  public  polity. 

Other  objei'tions  might  be  enumerated  against  so 
important  a  change  in  the  law,  but  these  are  regarded 
as  quite  euBicient  to  reijuire  a  return  of  the  bill  with- 
out my  approval. 

■J.\0.  W.  GKAKY. 


H 


To   the  Assembly  Vetoing-  "An   .Act  to  Divide  the 

Borough  of  Port  Carbon,  Scluiylkill  Omnty,  into 
Two  Wards." 

l-;\-.-rLlliv.-   ClliUlll.cr. 
riarrisbiirK.  J^iMunrvT.  ISCS. 
■ntlenien:— 
EKKWITH  Irt  RFTIUXKl),  WITH  MV  OIl.lKl- 

lions.  Si-iijit.-  bill.  No.  -i  i;;,  iiiiiili'il  "An  .\ii  in 
divide  (be  Iporoufrh  of  Tori  rail.on.  SclHiylkill 
rnnnly.  iiilo  two  wards." 

.^traiiiMl  till'  approval  of  this  hill,  strong  prutests 
arc  Ttiadi-  by  a  Invjzi-  nurulier  of  ihos.-  inosl  intcreslcd 
Ih.Tfiii. 

It  sc'iiis  h.  I.av.-  h>-<-}\  •i.oHvn  up  wilh  th.-  ilcsifin  1o 
f.'1't  111.'  I.i'frislalai'i'  lo  (;t];c  tile  polilj.'al  [lowi-r  Dill  of 
llic  hands  <if  thf  niajorily  in.w  lH.ldill^■  it.  by  tin-  v.ih-s 
-if  (he  iii'.i|,l-..  and  (.1  Iratisf.T  11  l(.  ih.is.-  friendly  (.> 
(!i'--  Ii[l,      riniiiliii;:  1.1  ..iir.iiirafic  siirli  ,1  [inx-eedin^. 
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and  satisfied,  after  careful  examinatioD,  tlint  uo  public 
interest  would  be  promoted  by  allowing  the  bill  to 
become  a  law,  it  is  herewith  returned  without  my 
approval. 

JNO,  W.  GEARY. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Extending  to  the 
Borough  of  Mount  Washington  the  Vehicle  Li- 
cense Law,  and  Relative  to  the  Collection  of  Taxes 

and  Construction  of  Board  Walks  Therein." 

Executive  Chamber, 
HarriBburg,  January  7.  1868. 
Gentlemen: — 

Hri'VriTIT  IS  RETTRNED,  WITH  MY  OBJEC- 
i  '-R.  Kcnato  bill.  No.  909.  entitled  "An  Act  ex- 
(eiK'in^  to  the  borough  of  Mount  Washington 
the  vehicle  license  law,  and  relative  to  the  collection 
of  taxes  and  the  construction  of  board-walks  therein." 

It  is  apparent  from  the  face  of  this  bill,  that  the 
borough  of  Mt.  Washington  is  already  under  the  gen- 
eral borough  law  of  Hd  April,  1851.  That  law  confers 
ample  authority  on  the  borough  "to  require  and  direct 
the  grading,  curbing,  guttering  and  paving,  with  such 
materials  as  they  may  designate,"  all  sidewalks  and 
foot-ways  therein;  and  at  the  expense  of  the  lot  own- 
ers, or  the  borough,  as  may  be  deemed  best.  Hence, 
the  propriety  of  conferring,  substantially,  the  same 
powers  by  this  special  act  is  not  apparent. 

The  general  law  was  carefully  prepared,  and  is  well 
adapted  to  effect  the  ends  intended,  but  the  whole  of 
its  beneficent  objects  are  ignored  and  defoatrd.  if 
every  borough  is  permitted  to  have  legislation  as  if  no 
general  law  existed. 


This  bill  iilso  proposi>s  new  laws  for  the  colltir.tion 
of  the  boroiit^li  aiid  bcIido]  taxes.  As  to  tlie  latter,  it 
is  presumed  tlit;  law  for  the  asae&Hmeiit  and  cnllectioii 
of  mrhoul  taxes  is  the  same  as  iu  other  distrit-ts  »f  the 
State,  and  it  i»  diflicult  to  iiuagin<!  any  good  rcaaon 
why  this  lioiough  should  be  made  an  exception. 

It  is  believed  the  genera!  borougli  law  gives  ample 
authority  to  the  burgess  and  council  to  regulate,  by 
ordinance,  the  assessment  and  collection  of  the  bor- 
ough taxes  in  any  manner  they  please,  and  this  ought 
to  be  satisfactory. 

The  extension  of  the  license  law,  as  proposed,  might 
be  well  enough  if  presented  alone. 

Special  legislation  is  one  of  the  crying  evils  of  the 
times.  This  bill  contemplates  special  laws  for  this 
borough  on  three  different  subjects,  in  palpable  vio- 
lation of  the  eighth  section  of  the  eleventh  article  of 
the  ConstitutiOD,  which  declares  that:  "No  bill  shall 
be  passed  by  the  Legislature,  containing  more  than  one 
subject,  which  shall  he  clearly  expressed  in  the  title." 
iM.r  lli.-s.-  irasiiiis  ilu-  I, ill  \s  n>lurrii-(l  witlnmt  my  ap- 
|,r<>val. 

JXO.  \V.  iiKARY. 


To  ilic     \-;einl)Iv   W-luin-    ■■  \n     \cl    Siipplcmcntnrv 
loan  Aci  t<.  Iiunrpni-aicihcAii-liwiok  Minin,i;  ;iiul 

Kxriiilivc  Cliamlii'r. 
Ilanishuij:.  .laiiiiary  7.  It^Cf^. 
(irndfiiicn;— 

ifi:\\i']'ii    IS    KhrrriiNK]).   wrniorT   ap 

val,   I.I    \h<-   Sniai..,    in    wliiHi    il    nrij;inal.-d. 

.  No,  lilJl.  .iiiiiU-.l  -ATI  Ai'l  sii|i[.l,-iri.-iilary 
t.i  an  a.-l  [<>  iiuoi'iioralr  llir  Ai]<:li»irU  niiiiiii^  and 
,..vpl.,n,i[r  .■o.ui.niv.  nmu-vci  ilic  -i.ih  da.^  ..f  April. 
ISfiC." 


H'::: 
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There  are  several  objections  to  this  bill,  although  it 
has  but  one  section.  In  the  first  place  it  is  a  supple- 
ment to  a  former  act  which  never  became  a  law.  By 
the  laws  regulating  the  assessment  and  payment  of 
enrolment  taxes,  there  is  a  tax  of  two  hundred  and  ten 
dollars  on  the  original  act,  to  which  this  a  supplement, 
and  that  act  never  became  a  law,  because  of  the  non- 
payment of  said  tax.  It  will  be  time  enough  to  enact 
supplements  when  there  is  an  existing  law  to  which 
the  supplement  can  be  attached.  Were  such  legisla- 
tion as  this  allowed,  things  called  supplements  could  be 
passed  year  after  year,  and  yet  no  law  ever  result 
therefrom.  The  original  bill  authorize'*  the  corporation 
to  receive,  and  hold.  :ind  dispose  of,  real  and  personal 
estate  in  Colorado  or  imy  other  of  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  and  this  supplement  proposes  to  con- 
fer upon  the  company  the  same  rights  in  any  and  all 
the  States  of  the  Union. 

Although  the  doctrine  of  State  rights  has  been  very 
much  abused  within  the  last  few  years,  and  brought 
into  much  disreput.?.  vet  there  are  such  things,  never- 
thelpss,  as  State  rights.  One  of  these  unqueationa- 
hly  is  the  exclusive  right  of  each  State  to  prescribe, 
by  law.  who  shall  hold  its  lands,  and  also  the  condi- 
tions and  purposes  for  which  they  shall  be  held.  This 
State  has  acted  npon  this  theory,  and  by  the  act  of 
23d  March,  18(i5.  virtually  prohibited  all  foreign  ror- 
porations  from  thereafter  holding  any  lands  in  this 
Commonwealth. 

In  the  face  of  this  it  would  be  exhibiting  a  disre- 
gard of  the  rights  of  other  States,  and  a  want  of  proper 
courtesy,  to  underiake  to  give  our  citizens  the  right  to 
hold,  use  and  dispose  of  their  lands.  The  bill,  there- 
fore, in  my  judgment,  is  in  violation  of  sound  funda- 
mental principles  on  this  subject,  and  I  am  constrained 
to  withhold  my  approval. 

JNO.  W.  GEARV. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoinj^  "An  Act  to  Incorporate  the 
Conneautville  Savings  Bank." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrifiburg,  January  7,  ISti*?. 
Geutlemen:— 

HEKK\MTH  IB  RETURNED,  WITH  MY  OBJEC- 
tioDB.  Senate  bill,  No.  1172,  entitled  "An  Act  lo 
incorporate  the  Conneautville  ^viugs  Bank." 

The  twenty-fifth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  State  provides,  that  "No  corporate 
body  shall  be  hereafter  created,  renewed  or  extended, 
with  bauking  or  discounting  privileges,  without  isix 
months'  previous  public  notice  of  the  intended  applica- 
tion for  the  same,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  law." 

The  first  section  of  the  act,  approved  June  Ist,  1839, 
prescribes  the  notice,  as  follows:  "Whenever  any  oiti- 
2en  or  association  of  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth 
intend  to  make  application  to  the  Legislature  for  the 
irciiiion.  removal  or  cxt^'iision  of  anv  coriiorati'  bodv 


lu-ir  .lu( 


or  dis 


liiif; 


•rtised  in  t 


of  i 


il.-ftes 
I'b  ill 


il 


■ml,-d  aiipli- 
s  {iriiilcd  in 


111!'  ciiiiiiiv  ill  which  wiich  corporalc  body  is.  or  Ik 
inletidcd  ii)  br,  located,  at  b'asi  once  a  weel;  in  eiieli 
]>aiici-.  for  six  months  l>ef<n*c  llie  nieelinj;  of  ilie  then 
next  l.<'<.Msl;itin'e.  and  ;ilsi>  in  one  pajicr  )ii'inted  in  tJie 
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This  I 
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ind  no  evideiiet 

•ecu    fiii'iiiwhed   tliat    Ilie   rei|U 

red   iioiiee   was 

■n.  it  liinnot  liave  my  approv 
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asons more  in  detail.  1  refer 

te   my  iiiessiHit 

lie.  sen!  to  the  Honse  of  Hep 

■esenlatives.  ic 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Authorize  and 
Empower  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the 
County  of  Cameron  to  Amend  and  Alter  the 
Charter  of  the  Borough  of  Emporium,  in  the 
County  of  Cameron." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisbui'g.  January  7,  1868. 
Gentlemen: — 

HEREWITH  IS  RETITKNED,  WITH  MY  OBJEC- 
tione,  Senate  bill.  No.  1265,  entitled    "An  Act 
to  authorize  and  empower  the  court  of  quarter 
BeBsions  of  the  county  of  Cameron,  to  amend  and  alter 
the  charter  of  the  borough  of  Emporium,  in  the  county 
of  Cameron." 

The  borough  of  Emporium  is  already  under  the  gen- 
eral borough  law  of  1851,  and  this  bill,  of  ten  closely 
written  pageB,  is  in  the  nature  of  a  special  supplement, 
proposing  to  confer  suudry  additional  powers  upon 
the  borough  authorities.  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  cor- 
poration, under  the  second  section  of  the  general  bor- 
,  ough  law  of  1S51,  has  ample  power  to  do  by  ordinance, 
passed  for  (he  purpose,  three-fourths  of  the  various 
things  authorized  by  this  bill.  The  Legislature  having 
already  conferred  on  the  courts  of  quarter  sessions 
the  power  lo  grant  the  desired  privileges,  has  no  fur- 
ther juriadiction  over  the  subject,  because  of  the  pro- 
hibition in  the  ninth  section  of  the  eleventh  article 
of  the  Constitution.  And  the  courts  having  exercised 
the  power  by  conferring  the  desired  privileges  upon 
the  borough  authorities,  further  legislation  for  these 
purposes  is  unnecessary,  and  a  useless  accumulation 
of  laws  for  nothing. 

The  eighth  section  of  the  bill  provides,  "That  at 
least  twenty-flve  of  the  taxables  of  said  borough  shall 
petition  to  said  court  of  quarter  sessions  therefor, 
Raid  court,  or  any  two  of  the  judges  thereof,  shall 
make  an  order  for  a  special  election  to  be  held  therein, 
at  a  time  and  place  to  be  mentioned  in  said  order,  for 
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the  eleclion  of  any  number  of  additional  jastices  of  the 
peace,  not  exceeding  five,  as  may  be  mentioned  in  said 
petition;*'  ^md  then  prescribes  at  length,  and  in  detail, 
a  mode  of  conducting  the  election. 

The  objections  to  this  feature  of  the  bill  are  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  those  already  made  to  the  pre- 
ceding sections.  In  the  first  place,  the  whole  Subject 
is  already  piovided  for  by  the  fourth  section  of  the 
act  of  21st  of  June,  1839;  and  in  the  next  place,  the 
new  mode  of  election  proposed  is  in  violation  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  State.  The  seventh  section  of  the 
sixth  article  declares,  that  "Justices  of  the  peace  or 
aldermen  shall  be  elected  in  the  several  wards,  bor- 
oughs and  townships,  at  the  time  of  the  election  of 
constables,  •  •  •  but  no  township,  ward  or  bor- 
ough shall  elect  more  than  two  justices  of  the  peace 
or  aldermen,  without  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the 
qualified  electors  within  such  township,  ward  or  bor- 
ough.'' 

Previous  legislation,  and  the  uniform  practice  here- 
tofore, has  been  to  have  the  necessary  "consent"  ob- 
tained before  the  holding  of  the  election  for  the  in- 
crease of  justices.  This  bill  proposes  a  scheme  by 
wiiich  the  consent,  and  the  election  of  the  increased 
number  of  justices,  shall  be  contemporaneous. 

Possibly  the  Constitution  might  be  so  construed  as 
to  warrant  this,  but  I  doubt  it.  But  tl\e  Constitution 
requires  that  justices  of  the  peace  "shall  be  elected  in 
the  several  wards,  boroughs  and  townships,  at  the  time 
of  the  election  of  constables." 

This  bill  provides  for  a  special  election  to  be  held 
at  a  time  and  place  to  be  mentioned  in  said  order  of 
the  court  for  the  election.  This  is  so  plain  a  violation 
as  to  be  unquestionable,  and  cannot  be  permitted. 
The  Constitution  having  fixed  one  time  for  such  elec- 
tions, it  is  not  competent  for  the  T/Cgislature  to  fix 
another. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


John  White  Geary.  895 

To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  in  Relation  to  the 
Re-eiection  of  the  Treasurer  of  Lycoming  County." 

Execntive  Chamber, 
Hnrrisburg,  January  7.  186S. 
Oentlemen:^ — 

HEKEWITH  IS  RETURNED,  WITHOUT  MY  AP- 
Iiroval,  Senate  bill,  No.  13B7,  entitled  '"An  Act 
in  relation  to  the  re-election  of  the  treasurer 
of  Lycoming  county." 

The  general  law  for  the  election  of  county  treaa- 
urerfi,  approved  27tti  of  May,  1841,  fixes  the  official 
term  at  two  years,  and  declares:  "nor  shall  any  county 
treasurer  serve  in  such  office  for  more  than  two  years 
in  any  term  of  four  years." 

This  was  uo  doubt  intended  to  necessitate  a  settle- 
ment of  accounts  and  the  actual  payment  of  all  bal- 
ances on  hand,  at  least  once  in  every  two  years;  and 
thu8  to  prevent  the  covering  up  of  defalcations  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  public.  I  cordially  approve  the 
, manifest  policy  of  this  law,  and  can  imagine  no  good 
reason  why  it  should  not  continue  to  apply  to  all 
counties  alike. 

I  have  just  returned  to  the  House  with  my  objec- 
tions, bill,  No.  1607,  proposing  to  change  the  law  in 
this  respect  for  the  county  of  Miffiin.  This  change 
would  no  doubt  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  present 
incumbent  in  Lycoming  county;  but  the  object  of  all 
laws  should  be  the  public  interest,  and  not  personal 
benefiL  It  may  be  that  in  this  particular  instance  no 
harm  would  ensue,  but  the  principle  involved  is  an 
erroneous  and  dangerous  one,  which  ultimately  might 
work  incalculable  mischief. 

Special  legislation  is  one  of  the  great  evils  of  the 
tin'PK,  and  should  o.ily  be  »anction<'d  where  the  reiisons 
for  it  are  manifest.  We  now  have  a  general  law  on 
the  subject  for  the  whole  State,  and  that  general  law 
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ie  right  id  priDoiple,  and  bas  worked  nell  iu  practice. 
1  am  unwilling  to  encourage  special  enactiuente  on 
tliis  important  subject,  which  are  manifestly  wrong 
iind  dangerous  in  principlt?;  and  bo  regarding  this  bill, 
it  is  returned  without  ray  approval. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  in   Relation   to 
Auctions  in  Beaver  County." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrjaburg,  Janiiao'  7,  IMHS, 
(ienllemen:^ — 

HERKWITH  IS  KETURNED.  WITH  MY  OIUEC- 
tions.  Henate  bill.  No.  1366,  entitled    -'An  Act 
in  relation  to  auctions  in  Beaver  county." 
Hi'retofnri'  the  laws  liave  providerl  for  the  appoint- 

pr"]iiiscs  111  ciiiifci'  llii'  iKini-!'  (if  appoiiilnifiil  iia  (In- 
.■iMint.v  liriisiin-r.  so  fiir  as  n-iatep  l<>  the  .-..nury  .,f 
\i<-AM-\:  Whilst  lliis  may  iii.t  he  very  s.-n.-iis  i-;uise 
for  ..[.jcrnon,  I  ,an  sir  u.>  j:ood  reason  foe  (iiakiiiK 
Hcavrr  roiiniy  an  .■^.■.■|plioii  \„  ||h-  tii'Ticrai  law  <.f  tlie 

My  fxisiiti;;  laws,  laoueys  paid  liy  aiii-liouei-rs,  ;is 
pi-r.eiitiige  on  exeess  of  sales  over  and  above  the 
anioaiil  lixcd  hy  law.  liiive  been  paid  into  the  Ti'easury 
of  llie  Slaie.  Of  into  tin-  coinily  treasury  for  the  use 
of  111..  Stale. 

ThiK  bill,  by  repealing  Ihe  law  of  ISfil.  seetus  de- 
sigiiod  to  dejii'lve  the  Stale  of  this  sonri-e  of  I'even'ie. 
and  give  it  to  the  county. 

This  is  another  special  jiriviley;e  not  deiaanded  by 
aiiv   piililii'  Tiei'essitv.     Sloreover.  if  the  roinitv  treas- 
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are)',  aa  authorized  by  this  bill,  may  appoiut  aud  com- 
mission auctioneers,  and  receive  fees  and  emoluments, 
without  requiring  bond  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  duty,  tlicn  there  would  be  no  record  in  the  hands 
of  the  State  officers  to  show  who  were  auctioneers," 
and  no  means  to  enforce  the  collection  of  the  ordinary 
revenues  derivable  from  this  source. 

JXO.  W.  (iEARY. 


To  the  AssemMy  Vetoing  "An  Act  Erecting  a  Fourth 
W^anl  in  the  Boroujjh  of  Iiaston,  in  the  County  of 
Morthaniptoii."' 

Executive  Chamber, 
Hanisburg,  January  7,  18G8. 
(.■enllemen: — 

HKRi;\VlTH  !S  KETl'KNEl),  WITHOUT  MY  AP- 
appruval.  Senate  bill.   No.  l.-.:i!»,  entitled    ''An 
Act  erecting  a  Fourth  ward  in  the  borough  of 
Easl<)n.  in  the  county  of  Northampton." 

This  hill  is  identically  ihe  same  as  House  bill,  No. 
1!)1(1.  which  I  have  this  day  returned  to  the  House  with 
my  objcctioiLs.  Apiinst  its  approval,  strong  protests 
are  filed  by  a  large  number  of  the  citizens  of  the  bor- 
ough, most  interested  therein  U  appears  to  have  been 
gotten  up  with  the  design  to  get  the  r^egislature  to 
take  the  political  power  of  the  borough  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  majority  now  holding  it  by  the  votes  . 
of  the  people,  and  to  transfer  it  to  those  who  approve 
this  bill.  Unwilling  to  encourage  such  a  proceeding, 
and  salistied.  after  a  careful  examination,  that  no 
public  interest  w<itild  be  promoted  by  allowing  the 
bill  to  become  a  law,  it  is  herewith  returned  without 
my  approval. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


To  the  Assenibly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Authorizing  the 
Sheriff  of  Allegheny  County  to  Tax  Costs  in  Cer- 
tain Cases." 

Exeuutivf  Cliamher, 
iliirrisbiirn.  Jauuuiy  7,  18(W. 
(IriKh'iin'n:— 
I    ItKTl  ItN     HE11K\\ITII,     WlTUDl  T     MV     AP- 
j      1ii-ov;l1.  Sotuili'  1)111.  No.    ilUli.  rMlilk-d    "An  A.-l 
aiUhoiiziiit;   tin-   HlifrilT  of  AH.-tiliciiy   I'oiiiily   lo 
tax  I'UhilN  ill  rirliiiii  i-a^fH." 

ir  llii'  liuv  [.iDjiiifteil  lie  |ii"]ii'i'  ami  [iiTcssaiy  for 
Al[r'{ih''ri.v  .■oijiit.v,  it  wanl-l  I.e  i-riiia)l.v  ho  for  .-v.tv 
ulbci-  I'oniilv  In  (lie  Siatt>;  and  ilii'  law  aliould  have 
ht-eii  u  ^Hiicral  oai'  for  tlj>^  whole  (.'uuiimmueHltli.  iii- 
Klfnil  (if  «|icTial  l.>r  hill  oni' ■oiiiiiy. 

lint  I  more  tliaii  iloiilil  ilic  prniiHciy  of  cueli  a  law 
for  uii_v  i'Oii!il\.  Il  liioinisi'S  to  aiitliurinc  tin-  ulieriff 
"lo  tux.  iiH  f(mtt«  iu  ciu'ti  laec.  |1h>  wagt'U  of  watohmfti 
eniptoyt'd  to  i-atf  fur  and  safelv  keep  iiro]>pr(,v  lerit^ 


.,„s.,l,j.-.-.i..U 


.IN".  \V,  (IKAltV, 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  York  and  Dillsbtirg  Railroad  Company." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  7.  18C8. 
(ienllemen : — 

BILL,  NO.  18(B.  ENTITLED  -'AN  ACT  TO  INCOE- 
poraU'  the  York  and  Dillsbiirt;  railroad  coni- 
l»Hiix,*'  is  ht'rcwitli  relumed  to  the  Keiiate.  in 
whieli  it  orifjitialed,  with  niy  objectioiiB  io  tlic  Manie. 

The  apjmreiit  objei-t  of  tliii*  bill  is  li>  create  a  com- 
pany in  the  n»nat  form,  and  to  authorise  the  eonstrue- 
tiou  of  a  railroad  from  a  point  "at  or  iieai'  the  town 
of  York.  •  •  •  •  to  eonneot  with  the  Cumber- 
land Valley  raiboad.  at  the  most  jiractieable  point  011 
said  road,  or  with  any  road  built  or  to  be  bnilt  in 
''umberland  oi'  adjoinint;  counties."  This  is  in  rea- 
sonable accordance  with  the  title  of  the  bill,  and  indi- 
laies  ouly  a  comniendabie  effort  to  obtain  a  proper 
object  ill  a  lawful  way.  Bnt  the  bill  provides  further 
as  follows;  "That  individuals*  shall  be  permitted  to 
run  their  cais  on  and  over  said  roadf.  and  the  roads 
whicli  llie  said  road  is  authorized  to  connect  with,  at 
the  ratPN  fixed  by  the  eighteenth  section  of  an  act,  en- 
tilled  ".Vn  .\ct  approved  lOth  day  of  February,  184fl." 
This,  ill  couniioii  legislative  parlance  is  a  "snake."' 
and  shiHild  this  enactment  become  a  law,  the  manifest 
effect  of  i(  would  be  to  change  the  rates  of  freights 
and  luaninf;  of  earn  on  the  Cumberland  Valley  rail- 
road, aitd  this  too,  even  though  nothing  should  ever 
be  done  lowiird.'!  making  the  road  from  York  to  Dills- 
burg.  Fiom  the  inaction  of  the  parties,  and  other 
facts  in  ihe  case,  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  this 
was  the  sole  object  in  procuring  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Such  legislation  is  not  only  e»s<'ntially  vicious,  but 
is  in  palpable  violation  of  Ihe  spirit,  if  not  the  letter, 
of  the  eighth  section  of  the  eleventh  ai-ticle  of  the 
Constitulion,  which  reads  as  follows: 
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"No  hill  shall  be  passed  by  tbt  IjCgislature,  coulam- 
ing  more  than  one  eubject,  nfaich  shall  he  dearly  ex- 
presKed  in  the  titlt." 

Oiie  suhjttt  of  this  hill,  as  indicated  by  the  title,  is 
the  orealioii  of  a  conii>any  to  coDstraet  a  railroad  from 
York  to  Dillsburg.  Another  ttiihject  i-ontaiued  iti  it 
[8  a  change  of  rates  of  toll  on  tin?  ruinborlaud  Valley 
railroad. 

These  are  different  subjects,  affft-ling  ditferent  par- 
ties, and  to  one  of  them  there  is  no  iillusiou  whatever 
in  the  title  of  the  bill.  Hound  policy  requires  that  all 
proper  faiilitiea  bo  furnished  for  the  eonsti'uctioa  nf 
railroads  wherever  demanded  by  the  public  welfare. 
But  the  same  policy  iiiakeH  il  necessary  to  guard  the 
oouBtitutional  rights  of  roads  already  in  existence. 

Actuale<i  by  these  principles  and  convictions,  1  am 
constrained  to  return  this  bill  without  my  approval. 
JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


\--,Miil/->     \  ,-!..ni-    ■■  \n     \,-l    K^- 


.11  i;m;i).  witikht  mv  ai- 

liill.    Nn.    |lil,    I'tllilli'il    -All    Ai'l 


;lsl    I   ^l|.|>]iiv.',|    HullSi'  liilL 

[If.  ,ni.l  ;il SI   idrTiii.ally 

III  r  fijts  ,,i,.>  is  n-;inh'd  ;is 

.iMi,  w,  i;i:,\iiv. 
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To  the  General  Assembly  Nominating  John  Yomig- 
nian  Superintemlent  of  Public  Printing. 
Executive  Chamber, 
HaiTisburg,  January  9,  1808. 
Sonators: 

ON  THE  luTU  DAY  OF  JULY,  A.  D.  18G7,  I  AP- 
jKiitited  John  Yoiiiignian,  E^.,  of  the  county  oi 
Xorthunibei'hind,  to  be  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lie  I'lintiug,  for  tbi;  ttrui  of  one  year,  subject  to  the 
advice  and  consent  of  (he  Senate,  and  his  appoiDtmeot 
is  hereby  submitted  for  such  advice  aud  consent,  agree- 
ably lo  the  provisioul*  of  the  act  approved  the  itth  day 
of  April,  A.  D.  18r»«,  entitled  "An  Act  relative  to  the 
public  printing." 

JNO.  W.  GEAKY, 
GoTcrnor. 


To   the   Senate   Nominating   George   F.    M'Farland 
State  Superintendent  of  Soldiers'  Orphans. 
Executive  Chamber, 
IlarrJHburg,  January  9,  1868. 
Senators : 

OX  THE  'J9TI1  DAY  OF  Al'IiU.,  A.  I>.  1867,  I  AP- 
jH)inled  (ieoi-j;';  F.  M'Farland,  Ksi|„  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Juniata,  lu  he  State  Superintendent  of  Sol- 
diers' Orphans,  for  the  term  of  three  years,  subject  to 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  a:id  his  appoint- 
nieut  is  herdiy  submitted  for  such  advice  and  consent, 
agi'eeably  lo  the  provisions  of  the  a<-t  9tli  April,  18C7, 
cuiitli'd  "An  Alt  foi-  the  conlinimnce  of  tlie  education 
and  inaintcnaiici'  of  the  destitute  orphans  of  the  de- 
ceased soldiurs  and  sni'crs,  and  the  destitute  children 
of  j>erinanetitly  disabled  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the 
State." 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 

Governor. 


To  die  Senate  NoniiiuitiiiK  Charles  M.  I'revosi  M;ittir 
General  of  tlie  Kirsi  Division  of  Llnifnrtupii  Mililin. 

Kx<-(iiliv<-  Chaiiil..!. 
IliirriMlmry,  .Jaiiniiry  !l.  ]"!'». 
Si'iiiiloi-s: 

ON  TlIK  liTTH  DAY  tiF  HKllvMIfER,  A.  D.  ISCT, 
I  ;i[>[miiitpil  rhiirlfs  M.  Pi-L'vwt,  of  IIh'  .-il.v  of 
I'iiiludflplua,  fo  liP  Mftjar  Opin'i-al  nf  tlit'  fln*t 
(liviHiim  of  the  unifmiiicd  militin,  ctmiiiosed  of  the  city 
iitui  niinily  of  I'hiliuli'l])h![i,  suIjjl-l'I  to  the  advice  and 
coiisnil  or  Ihc  Snuilr,  und  hiK  :i|»i>oiiiliiji'iit  Ih  hereby 
unhiiiilied  foi'  wiich  iidviie  ami  roimeiit,  agreeably  to 
the  [ouviwionf*  of  (h,-  act  of  the  fourtli  day  of  Miiy.  A. 
ilh'd  ''Alt  Act  fur  tlie  orjjaiiixatioii  and  r-e^ 
liliiiii  iif  rill-  I'oimmiiweiilth  of  I'eun- 

iEAKY. 
Govern  01 


Tu  liu'  SiK-:Lkri-  ..Miir  Sell. lie   \i  .iniiialiii.L;   D.   P..   Mr 


Bi:    I'l.KASIJt    To    INFiiliM    TUI';    SKNATK    nl' 
l'e]iiisvl\;inJ:i.    :lial    nit   I  lir   lllh   .lay   .>{'  D.'N.li.r. 
A.   \'.    l-'iT,   I     i|r|,.<iiiiM|  :iimI   ..,Mitiiissi.i|...i   !>.   li. 
Miri,.Nl\.    K.-i|,.   ..r   llir   enlllll>    o\    y.ilv.   lo  lic   AllJlll^Mll 
<;<'liil:ll    •>{     till'    runil1l.iO\M';illli    nl     l'c]lll-^vl  \  :inin.    fnr 
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i'roclaniatioii  of  Kcward  for  tlie  AiJ|)reheii5ion  of  the 
Murderers  of  tlic  lalt  Jolin  Casey,  of  Clearfield 
County. 


!'i-liiisylviiiiiii,  sn. 

[Ki;-!!!'!!]     -hio,  W.  (ifiiry. 


TlIK  NAME  AND  BY 
(lie  iiiitliorily  of  the  Coni- 
iiHiuwt'iilth  of  IViiiisylva- 

JOilN  W.  (!EAKY,  Gov- 
)i-    of    ihc    Hitiil    OominoD- 


A  PROCLAMATION. 
Two     tliDiisaiKl     DoMtii'i!     K<^'wsird. 
l''iii'  Ihi'  ail:  si  iif  till'  MiirderpFH  of 

■)ohn  Casey. 

W  !\f'ii'iis  llu'  Sciiati'  and  House  of 

{•■■■■.■(■siiiiiilivcs  luivi'  ciiaclfd  the  fol- 

owiiij:    I'ri'aiiilik'  and   Joint   Kesohi- 

ii,]i.  vtx:    •■.Idiiit  Hcaoliition  relative 

(II  thf  (li-ath  (iC  Jolin  Ca«ey.'- 

\\iu'rciL-*  diii'iiiK  'Is''  hearing  in  tlic  evidence  of  the 
case  of  J.  K.  Holiiso-i  vt'iHiis  ffuitiiicl  T.  Bhiigart,  one 
of  the  Sitting  Meniln'TS  of  the  Senate  from  the  Twenty- 
fii«t  Seujiloiial  lUsirict  a  i-t'itain  Jolm  Oasey  waa  ex- 
amini'd  an  a  Witni'ss  on  hilialf  of  the  Raid  John  K. 
Itoliison,  the  Contestant,  and  the  said  Casey  after  hiH 
i-xaniinaii<in  was  waylaid  in  the  Connty  of  Clearfield 
and  I'Mielly  txateii  .ind  aliiit^-d.  so  that  he  has  since 
died  fi-oni  injiu-it'M  received  in  »aid  heating. 

Tinrefoie.  ite  it  Resolved  hy  the  Ht-nate  and  Honse 
of  Ueiiresentalivcs  cif  the  Conimonwealtli  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  tlcneraJ  ,\«scnihly  met  and  it  is  hereby  en- 
acted hy  the  aiitliorily  of  llie  same,  That  the  (Jovernor 
he  and  he  is  herchy  anthorized  and  required  to  offer 
a  Iteward  of  Two  thousand  dollars  for  such  informa- 
tion as  witl  lead  to  the  arrest  and  conviction  of  the 
jiersou   or  persons  ivho  committed  the  said  Offence. 
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Biid  that  Uie  Trpasiiior  of  the  ("ommouwealtU  be  au- 
tliorized  and  I'eqiiirt'd  to  paj  the  said  sum  out  of  any 
luom-y  iu  tbe  Treasury  not  otliLTwise  aiipropHutod. 

Apin-oval  the  Tliiitecnth  day  of  February,  A.  II. 
1868. 

Ami  WlitTtiiB,  ihe  reputation  of  the  Govt-mnient, 
the  peace  and  sct-urity  of  its  dtizens  aud  the  oblign- 
tioiis  of  Juatlce  and  humanity  requii-e  that  tlie  per- 
petrators of  thii!  infamous  crime  should  be  brought  to 
Bi)eedy  and  condign  pimishinent. 

Now  therefore  I,  JOHN  W.  C.EARY,  Oovernop  of 
the  Auid  Comuioiiwcallh,  iu  compliance  with  the  said 
Joint  Hesdiiilion.  and  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  au- 
thority vested  in  m^  Do  issue  this  my  I'roclamatlim, 
Hert^by  uiTeriun  a  Kewurd  of  Two  thousand  dollars 
to  any  pereon  or  [x^reons  who  shall  apprehend  and 
neciire  for  trial  the  Murderer  or  Murderers  of  (he  said 
Jatiu  Casey,  to  be  paid  upon  thi?  conviction  of  tiie 
fMmlnal  or  Criminals,  and  I  hereby  call  on  all  Uf- 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "A  Supplement  to  an  Act 
to  Incorporate  the  People's  Savings  Bank  of  Pitts- 
burg, Authorizing  Said  Bank  to  Increase  its  Cap- 
ital Stock,  and  to  Declare  Dividends  out  of  its  Net 
Earnings." 

Ext^cutivo  Chamber, 
Hanisbiirg,  February  24,  1868. 
(k-iitU-nit'ii: 

AFTER  A  JIOyT  CAREFUL  EXAMINATION  I 
find  myself  'iiutblf  to  approve  Senate  bill  No. 
'M'l.  entitled  'A  supplement  to  an  act  to.  intor- 
porate  the  I'eople's  rtaviugw  Uauk  of  Pittsburg,  au- 
thorizing said  bank  10  ini-rease  its  capital  stork,  aud 
to  d('clarf  dividend:*  out  of  its  net  earnings." 

Tf>  understand  tbi'  legislatiou  proposed  it  is  neees- 
saiT  to  refer  brietly  t<)  that  which  lias  preceded  it. 

TluK  bank  was  incorporated  by  an  act,  approvfd 
iTlli  April.  lsO(i,  the  sixth  section  of  whicb  provided 
as  follows,  viz: 

"Section  C.  Tbat  t'.',i>  stockbolders  of  tliis  bank  are 
defined  to  be  all  persons  who  nhall  placti  on  dei)0»it 
in  the  bank,  witbin  four  months  of  the  dale  of  its 
opening  for  business,  any  sum  of  money,  not  less  than 
one  hundred  dolhirs,  nor  more  than  five  hundred  dol- 
birs,  and  wlio  shall  keep  tlie  same,  the  whole  amount 
thereof,  deposited  ^\itb  rhe  bank  during  the  coutinu- 
aiice  (if  its  charter." 

A  supplement  was  approved  24th  January.  18(>7,  the 
fii^t  section  of  wliicli  is  as  follows,  vik: 

'■Section  1,  That  iJie  stockholders  of  the  I^eople's 
Savings  Bank  of  Pillsburg.  be  aud  they  are  hereby 
authorized  to  ini  leasi'  their  capital  stock,  in  said  bank, 
so  tliat  the  same  shrill,  and  do,  consist  of  one  thousand 
shares,  of  tine  Imndr.d  Tollars  caeli.  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  (ine  UuudiF'd  ti;ousaud  dollars;  which  sum 
still II  I'ousliluli-  the  lapital  of  said  bank,  and  shall  not 
!"■  subjecl  to  wilbdrawal  during  the  continuance  of 
its  charter." 
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Tin*  |tr>.->M>nt  tiiiii|il«»iu»'iil  rt'cileg,  lliai  "(lie  wliok> 
nmiiiiut  of  itiiid  iiicr>>aspd  capital  !>rock  him  b«cn  nub-  . 
»rribi^  tbi-*rirby  alToidin^  ilii^  most  aniitlf  S4N.-iiri(^  lii 
(IttHMiituni;'*  and  lliwn  rfiti*!ils  the  Bevpnth  8e>ifuD  of 
the  oHgltiiil  iici  of  iiicor[H>Tat)on.  which  |>rc»crib<'il  an 
indtvidiDil  liubillty  'if  \lw  stufkh olden,  and  Kiinint) 
a  Hur|i)i»>  furiil. 

An  I  iindfrriitnnd  ilww  varioUK  fnai'imt-ntM.  tbcv 
virtually  dcjiHve  the  dt^grtwi tore,  and  otbt-r  rrediiore  of 
the  bank  of  all  wcurity  wbaifver.  The  wnly  wi^iirlty 
in  the  original  act  nf  iiu-oriioratlon  v;a>*  iti  thv  .-iixlli 
Bud  itfvctilh  HLi-lioiM,  iiDd  tbettfim-  both  to  be  rt-- 
{(oatfd. 

ThiH  IfgUlatioii  iii:lLiori7.fs  llif  uithdrawal.  from 
tin-  bunk,  of  the  cajj^tal  stock  bert'tofHi-e  paid  ap  in 
money,  and  in  Ki-ii  ;hiT<^^>f  siiti^titntrx  a  i<iib»('Hption 
of  capital  stock,  wiihoiit  i-vi<ii  an  alb-gatlon  that  a 
Hintjltr  dollar  nf  tbt>  stock  hati  iH'en  paid  iu,  or  »  protnJMi? 
that  It  ever  will  be. 

It    i-  bud   iii"U^'li    wlirii   b;nil;s   f;iil,  mid  hniiM   mi,, 
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dii'd  ihoiisiiiid  dollars  ui'  capital  slock.  autliori^A'd  bv 
till'  first  SL'ctioii  «(  iiic  siippk'iiifnt  of  liSUT,  hart  been 
paid  ill.  Uiil  tliirt  iiiiportanl  fart  docs  iiul  app<;ar  ou 
lite  face  tif  tlie  bill,  uoi'  in  aiiylliiu);  lo  whii-li  it  is  ii 
siiplili'iiieiii,  and  from  the  nature  of  the  uise,  exeeiilive 
ai-tioii  eiui  only  b..-  based  on  the  bill  as  presenle<l, 
taken  in  ronnectioii  with  previous  tc-fjislalion  on  Ihe 
same  jinbjeet, 

Willi  these  objeelious  ihc  bill  is  ivliinied  witlioni 
my  ajipi'Dval.  lo  the  Senate,  in  which  it  originated. 
.1X0.   \V.  (iKAKY. 


To  the  .\ssenibly  \ctoiiij;  "An  Act  for  the  Relief  of 
James  Cl^irk." 

Exei-utive  rhamber, 
UarrisbiirfT.  Febrnary  24,  Win. 
(ientlenieu: 

AFTKK   CAREFUL  CONBJDEltATlON,   SENATE 
liill   No.  "(tl,    .'ntith-d  "An   Act  for  the  i-elief  of 
Janiey  Chirk,  is  lierewitli  returned  with  my  ob- 
ji'clious. 

This  litleisnut  in  lonformi 
of  tlK-elevi'iith  article  of  the 


wliich  d<'i 
i-enislato 
shall  be  r 


h  the  eighth  Keetioii 
itiilion  of  Ihe  State, 
-N'u  bill  shall  be  passed  liy  the 
<i  more  than  one  snbject.  whieb 
e  clearly  expi-r-iscd  in  liie  title." 
tirst  seclioii  is  for  th<>  relief  of  -lames  (Mark,  bnl 
Odd  sei'tioii  |iiiivi<h's  that  a  cortain  brid^  shall 
aied  a  lonuly  bridge  and  iK-reafter  mnintainiHl 
h.  This  is  in  entirely  different  subject,  and 
H  no  refi'icuc'  lo  it  wlialever  in  tlie  title  of  the 


So  far  as  relates  le  the  nierils  of  ihe  first  section, 
Ihe  main  f.-iris  in  the  ease  ap| r  to  be  thette:  The  Bed- 
ford an<l  Ilollidaysbnrfr  turnpike  road  conipjiny  needi'd 
a  bridge  over  the  Knvslown  Rraneh  of  the  Jiinialn.  anfl 
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in  1839  eoutmcted  witli  one  Joliii  Arnold  to  buUi 
Ai-Dold  employed  Jiinips  Clark  to  ert'f:!  a  bridge,  l\v  a 
written  coHtraet  dated  in  September,  18311.  under 
which  Chirk  built  the  bridge.  The  companj-  subse- 
quently beiame  inMoivcnt,  and  forfeited  its  charter. 
It  is  now  iillegwi  that  Clark  waa  never  paid  for  ereet- 
tag  (he  bridge,  and  this  bill,  nearly  thirty  jeai's  after- 
wni'ds,  proposes  to  nuthorisie  htm  to  enforce  the  eollec- 
tion  of  his  claim  agaioBt  the  county  lominiasionerH  of 
Dcdfurd  county. 

However  good  this  claim  may  have  been  at  one  time, 
ngainnt  the  parlies  ia  the  contract,  its  great  age  docs 
not  nrcommend  it  to  favor. 

But  the  Legislature  h««  no  power  to  make  one  man 
to  pny  the  debts  of  another,  and  the  general  principle 
npplii>e  to  counties,  and  othL'r  oorimratiuQB,  aa  weil  as 
to  individuals.  Holding  these  views  on  the  questions 
Involved  in  the  bill,  I  am  coiiHlraiued  to  return  it_ 
without  my  iipproval. 

-I\(),   \V.   (!Iv\i;V. 


Ino.riu.n.uii-  tlir  S:'viii,-   !i)0,;,,;[ioTi  ui  liic 
of  Willi;. [11-11. .1-1.  ill  Uk'  (  Miiiity  nl    I.\o>niiii- 

!:.\.Tiiiiv..  ciiaiiihri 
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rate  of  iuterest  to  six  per  cent.  If  the  iirenent  legal 
rate  of  interest  be  lOO  low,  let  it  be  raised  for  nil  who 
d(  al  in  money,  aud  -.lOt  for  Baviut^s  banks  alone,  when, 
for  aught  I  ean  see,  b:ink»  of  issue,  and  the  people  gen- 
erally are  entitled  i»  equal  eonsiderdtiou, 

III  tliiH,  as  in  aiost  othei-  mattera  of  legislation, 
equably  itt  justit'e,  i>nd  I  am  unwilling  to  concede  Bpe- 
cial  privileges  to  coiporatious  or  to  individuals  where 
no  good  reasons  can  be  found  on  which  to  base  the 
discrimination.  If  the  bill  proposed  to  confer  npon 
some  individual  by  the  name  the  same  privilege  it  pro- 
vides for  the  bank,  it  would  strike  everybody  as  un- 
reasonable and  absurd;  and  1  do  not  believe  such  a 
bill  could  pass  the  I.egislatui'e. — And  yet  the  general 
principle  involved  is  lirecisely  the  same,  and  should  be 
rejected  for  Ihe  same  reasons. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 

To  the  .\ssemb!y  Vetoing  "An  .Act  to  Incorporate  the 
.-Xrtisans'  De]>osit  Bank  of  Pittsburg." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Ilarrisburg,  March  9,  1868. 
Gentlemen: 

SKXATE  ItlLb  No.  418,  ENTITLED  ''AN  ACT  TO 
incorporate  (lie  Artisans'  Deposit  Bank  of  Pitts- 
buig,"  is  hiTe«ilh  returned  with  my  objections. 
The  twenty  fifth  siction  of  the  tirst  article  ot  the 
CoMslitution  of  the  ytate  provides  as  follows,  viz: 

"Xo  corporate  body  shall  be  hereafter  created,  re- 
newed oi-  extended,  with  banking  or  discounting  privi- 
leges, without  six  months'  jirevious  public  notice  of  the 
intended  application  for  the  same,  in  such  manner  as 
shall  be  prescribed  bj  law." 

Tile  first  section  of  the  act  of  June  1,  1839,  thus  pre- 
scribes the  reiiuired  notice: 

"Whenever  any  eiiixen,  or  association  of  cifizena,  of 
this  Connnoiiweallli.  intend  to  make  application  to 
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Ihc  ]<<'BJii1niiin>  for  llu^  <:nfiiiloii,  reiiowst  ur  *!XtL-ii«i»» 
III  miv  i-uri>oriiii_-  I»tdy  uiUi  buakint;  nr  ilisamDiint! 
privik-{(eM,  il  sliall  b«-  tbt-ir  dm^'  tu  cmuhl-  u  iiolii-*^  of 
ROch  lutfuilitl  a|i[il)>'»iiim  tu  tH>  adrenlM-d  in  iwu  m-us 
)M|Mfrs  prinlfil  iu  tUi*  roDOiy  iu  wlik-b  mu-b  i-oriiorulf 
IhmI.v  ih,  or  iH  ititi'iiiU-d  Iu  lit-  lucaU'd,  ut  k-tist  i>uc^>  ti 
Wifk,  ill  riirh  t»ii*c(-,  for  nix  munilix  bi-fui^-  tin*  ttiwtitig 
of  Ibi-  Ihi-B  U(-xr  lj-%m]atttTf:;  aud  also  in  uuu  |ta|wr 
l>riut<-d  in  tin*  buiuiigli  uT  llurrUbiirg." 

Till'  (VinKlirurioii  Turilii>i'  ]iriivid<-)i.  tlmt  "ihv  llcn- 
eral  AiH^mbly  bIihII  mtwt  <iu  tliu  first  IVpmImv  nf  .Ihuh- 
nrv  ill  <'v'i  rj  v<'nr;"  iind  iiDdt-r  lliiK  pruvisiuu  ibc  lA'gis 
liitui'i-  till  t  iliix  ,vtMi-  iin  the  M-vt-ntli  uf  .laiiimi'y.  nml 
till'  ntjtiii-  111  in-  tHwfiil.  muni  biivi.-  Iict-u  !>nhlmtii.-d  tut 
Kix  inoiiiliK  iiri'iciliii^  lliiil  ibiti*. 

riiix  IjIII  I'oiifers  ihc  iu*niil  banking  |>nvilfgi>H.  «-x 
I'l'pl  till-  isHiiing  iir  iiutf^H,  tiad  its  friendrt  undurHtuud 
Ibiil  itdvM  I 'lxciii(>iiI  t!tt»  Dvcewaivy.  ,ltiit  tlicy  did  nut 
piiblitih  tliftr  Dott<Ti>  for  tlie  fnll  |K>riod  uf  nix  RionThK, 
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To  tile  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporafe  tlie 
Conneaulville  Savings  Bank." 

Executive  Chamber, 
llai-iiabnig,  Mareh  9,  1S08. 
(k'litk-men: 

SKXATE  BILL  NO.  17:i,  t-ntitled  "AN  ACT  TO  IN- 
(■(ii|ioiati'  ill".'  Coniicaiitville  SavliigH  Bank,''  is 
litTcwith  it-turiitHl  without  my  appi'oval. 
A»  my  ohjccliou.^  lo  tlii«  bill  are  subHtantially  the 
same  as  l«  Mtiuite  bill  Xo.  118,  incorporating  the  Ar- 
tisatis'  Itjuik  of  I'ittsbnrg,  and  herewith  returned,  I 
refer  lo  the  message  r.eeouipanyiug  that  for  a  full  state- 
ment  of  my  reasonM. 

In  lliat,  l!ie  advertisemenis  reijiiiied  by  tile  Constitu- 
tion and  (lie  act  of  Assembly  were  inserted  in  a  auf- 
fieiriit  uimiber  of  [lajiers,  but  not  for  the  full  period  of 
fix  moiiilu->.  In  Ihis  laHe,  »o  far  as  1  can  learn,  tbe  ad- 
veillsiiiieiits  weri'  published  for  (lie  full  {leriod  re- 
ipiired  by  Ijnv,  but  Jiot  in  three  papers  as  the  law  di- 
rects. Cn<ler  my  views  of  duty  in  theBe  mattei-B  a 
failure  to  comply  wiili  the  law  in  either  case  is  fatal. 
JNO.  W.  GEAKY. 


To  the  Asseiiihly  \  eloing  "An  Act  Relating  to  Road 
Juries  in  the  Comity  of  Pbila<ielphia." 

Executive  ("hamber, 
llarrisbiirn,  March  16.  IStW. 
(ieiitlcmen: 

AVri-.H   CAUKFl'l.   KXAMIXATION,   I   AM   UN- 
able  l<i  approve  Senate  bill  No.  381.  entitled  "Ah 
Aei  relating  (o  road  juries  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia." 

By  tlie  art  or  IfKb  of  March.  IHfifi.  the  city  of  I'liila- 
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delphia  was  again  placed  under  the  general  road  laws 
of  the  Stale,  as  to  views  and  reviews  on  road®  and 
streets,  and  the  asst^ssment  of  damages.  Time  out  of 
mind,  the  practiee  ]ias  been  for  the  viewers  lo  be  ap- 
pointed at  one  terju  of  court,  and  an  order  issued  re- 
(piiring  them  to  perform  their  duties  and  report  to  the 
next  term.  In  case  of  failure  to  do  this,  the  cause  of 
failure  was  reported,  and  if  satisfactory  to  the  court 
(he  order  was  renewed  and  a  report  recpiired  to  be 
made  at  next  term.  This  seems  a  reasonable  practice, 
keeping  the  whole  matter  within  the  control  of  the 
courts  an  enabling  them  to  enforce  their  orders  with 
promptness,  unh'ss  on  good  cause^  shown  to  the  con- 
trary. So  far  as  1  Lnow  this  system  has  worked  ^satis- 
factorily ev(n•ywherc^;  and  1  am  unable  lo  imagine  any 
good  leason  why  it  should  not  work  as  well  in  riiila- 
delphia  as  elsewhe-v.  This  bill  i)ropos<*s  to  dispense 
with  the  report  to  Ihe  next  or  any  parlicuhir  term  of 
the  court;  and  vinually  allows  the  view(?rs  or  jury 
to  disobev  the  order  of  the  court,  and  to  make  no  re- 
turn  of  duty  pirformed  to  tlie  next  teiiu,  or  .to  give  any 
leason  for  nou-ijerformance,  but  to  keep  the  order  in 
their  pock(M>*  at  their  will  and  i>leasure,  nt^ither  doing 
the  duties  imposed  on  them  by  law  nor  [>ermitting  any- 
bodv  else  to  do  it. 

^loreover,  this  bill  is  made  to  apply  to  all  viewers  or 
jurors  hen  tofort*  a])i>oinled  as  well  as  to  thosi*  here- 
after to  b(*  appoinii'd.  This  conveys  the  impression 
that  the  delinquencirs  of  viewers  heretofore  appointed 
are  to  be  covered  up  and  legaliz(Ml.  Uut,  however  this 
may  be,  it  is  a  sjx'cial  enactment,  without  any  good  rea- 
6K>n  for  the  proposed  dej)artun*  from  the  giMieral  law. 
Th(^  principle  of  the  bill  is  wrong,  and  I  am  fully  jkm'- 
suaded  its  practical  elVeets  would  bt*  pernicious. 

JNO.  W.  GEAllY. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Incorporating  the 
Consolidation  Savings  Bank  of  Pittsburg." 

Executive  Cbambei*, 
Karrisbing,  Marc-li  25,  1808. 
(ieiitlemoii: 

S[:nate  itiij.  xo.  mii,  entitled  -an  act  in- 
(oi'lioi'iitiiig  [\i\f  (.'uiiijolidutioii  Savin(;s  Uunk  of 
I'ittsbnry,"  is  lificwilh  i-ftuiued  with  my  objee- 
tiotis. 

Tiie  oigbtb  81-rtioii  dt'cliin-s,  "that  notluDg  hei-ein 
contained  fliall  aii^liorix.e  tlio  8t)id  institution  to  do 
or  «uny  on  any  banking  busiuews;"'  and  the  other  pro- 
vtsiunf^  of  liift  bill  :iv>.  (hose  uf  an  ordinary  savings  iu- 
ylilntioiL  or  savinj;  linid,  Siu-li  being  tlie  facts,  the 
eiMii  Is  have  ampli'  autliorlfy,  inidcr  ilio  acte*  of  12th 
of  Ajjiil.  l;<ri!).  and  i:ilb  of  April,  18fi7,  to  confer  the 
|o\\(.']M  and  iirivile^fH  proposed  liy  this  enactment; 
and  I  lie  Legislature  uas  no  jurisdiction  under  the  pro- 
visions of  llie  ninth  fccliou  of  the  eleventh  article  of 
the  rtinstitution. 

.MoLcover,  ilu-  fourth  inevtiou  of  the  bill  authorizes 
the  pMipiised  bank  10  charge  a  greater  rate  of  interwt 
lliaa  six  [ur  cent.  1  have  so  repeatedly  refused  to 
ajijiMivi'  lliis  pi'iiirii>!i',  and  given  my  reasons  therefor, 
I  deem  it  iinnecessiiry  lo  repeat  them. 

JKO.  W.  GEABY. 


.   VIII— Ith  Per. 


he  Assemlily  X'etning  "An  Act  to  Authorize  tlic 
ipervisors  of  (lie  Townships  of  North  Abingtun 
d  South  Abiiigton,  in  the  County  of  Luzerne,  to 
ibscribe  for  the  Stock  of  the  Factorj-vUle  and 
bington  Turnpike  nm]  Piank  Road  Company." 
KxtM,'ulMe  Chamber, 
HiirristMirK.  March  111.  ISfiS. 
iilleiui-ti: 

1\1>  .MYSKI.F  INAHLK  TO  APPKOVE  SEN- 
III'  bill  No.  Tiiil,  i-mitkHi  "An  Ait  ti>  authorize 
lic  siipiTvisiii'H  I'f  Uii'  townships  of  North  Abing- 
lud  Soiilli  AbiiiBloii.  in  tlie  louuly  of  Luzerne,  to 
iribi'  for  I  lie  utoi.li  of  ttii-  Fiictoi-yville  aud  Abiug- 
ruttipike  and  pl-mli  iiisui  comjiaiiy." 
lia  bill  prop(v*-s  thut  thf  siiperviBorn  of  theBf 
ishipM  Mhtill  n^iibfrribr-  Ihni-  thoiusaiid  dollars  lit 
toiid,  aud  niiHi?  ihi'  mFumtii  to  jiay  for  the  sami- 
axiLtioQ  uD  tht'  citixeiiN  >iF  ihe  luwnvliips.  Tbe 
Bbitnrc  ban  no  right  t6  t»k(>  th&  property  of  t>n« 
(IImI  •/n->-  il  IM   inolli"!':   niiii  »n  ih'-  siiinc  pnncip].' 


J 
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'I'o  the  Seiiale   Xomiiiating  Trustees  of    tlie    Stale 

I-iinatic  Hospital." 

Executive  Chamber, 
llanwbuig,  Miiieli  :n,  ISCS. 
Seiialuis: 
I  ln»  llKUEIJV  NOMlNA'l'i-:  FOJl  TdK  ADViCK 
J^  inid  I'DiiH'iil  uf  llii-  Scualc,  in  couforiiiity  witli  tliu 
u->niiiTiiicii,t»  ol  llie  tillli  swiioii  or  till-  art  of  As- 
Htm  My  (if  (lie  14lli  'la.v  of  Apiil,  A.  D.  l84o,  esniblish- 
iiig  an  asfUini  l<r  liie  itisaiie  ]iO(ii'  uf  Ihe  l.'uiumoii- 
wciillii.  till'  fciUowiii!^  named  iieisons  In  bi-  tiMWIcfn  of 
lliv-  I'L'nnNvlvania  Stati'  Lunatic  hu»[ji1al.  viz:  Tiuill 
Kii'cn,  -\l.  !►.,  of  liie  coniity  of  Nortlniin|ilon.  viif 
■lanK'S  .1.  ]Sai(ia.v.  Esii.,  of  liie  ril.v  of  ]>Jiilad<'l|iliia, 
nsitincil;  -iolin  L.  Atl«e.  M.  i>..  of  Ibe  .  ounf v  of  l^ui- 
lii-tcr,  and  Itaniil  \V.  (iiimn,  Ksij.,  of  tin*  couniy  of 
Daiipliiu,  for  the  tcnn  of  tliive  ycai-a  I'acli,  to  be  coni- 
|nili'<i  from  I  In-  Tib  day  <jf  February  lii«t  |iasl. 


■()  lite  Assembly  Vetoiiifi  ■■.\n  .\ct  to  Aiitliorizc  the 
Trustees  of  the  Cheslnul  Hill  i,iitiieraii  Church. 
ill  Monroe  C'oimiv.  to  Sell  Certain  Real  Estate." 


tl: 


Kxeentive  Chamber, 
irishnrg.  April  :{,  ISHS. 


nih 


IVMEW  ITU   IS  ltKT(UX!':h.  WITH  MY  OBJKC- 
lions.  S<nal('  i>;ll   Nt>.  :tJ'.l.  entitled  "An  Ael  to 
iir1l!<;iii^i'  tin-  nnslecs  of  the  CInHtnnt  Hill  Lil- 
ian eliirri-li.  in   .Monroe  i-onnty,  to  well  i-i-rtain  real 


I  ilii-  a.  I  of  isih  of  Ajnil.  18r>:{,  the  eourtu  have 

II  thiiiiiy  lo  authaiize  saleti  in  nil  »ueh  easeH 
i'<  riled  in  lliin  bill.     Ilenee  the  Legiolature  ha« 

III  iiy  or  jniisdirtion,  under  the  ninth  tiertioii  of 
■(■mil  article  nf  the  ConKtitntiou. 
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My  p<'asons  for  not  .T|i|iioviu|f  siith  enactments  have  ' 
been  fjivfii  so  oriiT  it  i«  dei-mt'd  annecesaary  to  repeat 
thctu. 

JXO.  W.  (iEARY. 


Tu  tlie  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Incorporating  the 
Co-operalive  Life  Insurance  Association  of  Penn- 
sylvania." 


Executive  Cliauibei", 
llarrisburg,   April  fi,   18G8. 
Gl-uUci 

:  lULL  NO.  2a(>.  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  IN- 
oonwrating  the  Co-operative  Life  In 
mteiatjon  of  PL-imsylvaiiia."  is  herewith  returned 
without  my  approval. 

It  is  nlijcrti'd  til  f(ir  the  followinji  reasK 


SKNATE  ] 
eori)ora 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate  the 
Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference  Church  of  the 
United  Brethren  in  Christ." 

Executive  Chamber, 
HaiTisliuig.  April  8,  1808. 
Geiitlenieii: 

SEN'.\TE  BILL  NO.  737,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO 
iiicorporat«- till'  I'l'uusylvania  Annual  Conference 
iliurch  of  the  Ifnited  Brethren  in  Christ,"  is  here- 
wiih  ii'turned  with  my  ohjettious. 

The  courts  have  had  jurisdiction  to  incorporate 
rliiinhes  and  associations  for  any  other  '■religious  pur- 
posi'"  evtr  since  Ihe  act  of  (ith  April,  171)1,  and  hoth 
ihe  Suprenie  Court  and  courts  of  common  pleas  have 
been  exercisiuf;  the  power  ever  since.  I  can  see  noth- 
ing in  Ihia  bill  to  mrike  it  an  L'xce]>lion  to  the  general 
rule;  and  the  Legislature  having  no  authority  in  the 
Iircuiises,  under  the  prohibilitm  in  the  ninlh  section  of 
the  eleventh  article  of  llic  Constitution,  I  cannot  imag- 
ine why  it  persists  in  pausing  such  bills.  Such  acts 
of  incorporation  wtmld  be  good  for  nothing  if  approved, 
and  would  only  misK'ad  those  who  should  act  upon  the 
faith  of  such  pretcndt^d  charters, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


To  the  .X-^senibly  Concerninfj  Pardons. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  April  10,  1868. 
Gentlemen: 

IN  JIV  ANXIIAL  MEWSAC-E  OF  THE  EIGHTH  OP 
January  laat,  the  following  communication  was 
Miade,  on  the  subject  of  pardons,  viz: 
"A  report  is  herewith  submitted  of  the  pardons,  rp- 


ai»n»  of  liuiit.  fuifL-iUil  r«i-ogniuiDt-t.-K.  uud  tluiUi 
-raulf.  ■Muii^'d  hv  nie  duriug  lli>*  |uik1  vfiir„  wiib  « 
iilm-  titalt-iiH-nl  ff  iliow  isiiiied  froiu  1791  to  ttie 
seiil  titni'.  Tlii»  rviHirl  ii4  iimdc  ia  ai:t'orilaBCi!  willi 
■nw  of  <l<il>  In  tli<?  Lfgixlalurt*  nnd  the  |>iihlii!.  wlin 
«  a  Hgbt  l«  Itp  :nforiii<-(l  in  wbal  tuiinner  and  t» 
it  f'Xteot  (tit-  Kxt'cutivp  ck-meiicv  Iiuk  Ik^-d  ftii* 
t'l-d  tou'urd  ■unvK.-Ktl  <'i-iriil[utlH.  1 1  i"  ni*>*  diif  lu 
r:xeciitiv<>  liiiuHiHf.  (hat  his  artioo  ill  litis  rc):iird 
aid  be  itnderHtuixl.  (>U  uu  subject  ]iMS  tlitTi-  bt^VQ 
atcr  utiKrcprfM^otatJ'iii  tbnii  tm  thai  wbicb  rflnlwi 
:b<>  t'XciTim'  of  Ibt-  [lardoning  |iuw<'i-.  .\<-i-iisatioiM 
e  l-L*[M.'atfdly  been  {iubli«bed  of  itt<  iibuw,  itiid  eaKfH 
e  bet'ii  oitod  in  i-ioof  tliertH>f.  wbicb  wt^re  ai>v(^r 
a  I'l-ew-'iitd  to  luy  notice.  <*i-iniiiialH  vtvre  libcrati-d 
II  priiioD  after  Bt-nteme,  utiil  L-lamurs  raJHMl  in  rels- 

I  to  tbcir  (lardoii.  iti  cu^ex  in  which  no  niipcal  for 
iK'Dcy  had  ever  biH^ii  iimde.  I'lmti  invm ligation, 
iBS  bet'ii  aBL-ertained  tbat  a  cuatom  prevails  in  11 

II  i.f   iiiliirt-T  s.'^si.iTis   i.r    f'hif;t.f<'fl.ti-ii.   In    1' 


mi   I 


III.' 


I<'li\ 


[hi-  1 
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(■<:iitive.  if  ii  jiidgi.'  iiin  it'iuit  or  sliyrtiii  ;i  suntenic 
li<-  can  iucrc-ase  it,  uud  tliut  in  a  iiowcr  diin^eroiiti  In 
allow  any  om-  to  wield.  \ud  fai-tliLT,  if  it  lie  lawful 
for  the  judge  of  one  <uiiit  to  remit  seHteiicca  at  plea- 
Nure,  it  follows  that  jml^res  of  all  other  eoiirts  should 
Iif  invested  with  the  same  prerogative:  and  it  re- 
(jiiires  no  argument  to  t^how  lo  wtnit  a  dangerous  ex- 
tent il  might  be  used,  ilappily.  the  enstoni  appears 
to  be  i-onlined  to  the  <ourl  named,  aa  judges  in  other 
eiMitilies  dischiinud  iiiiy  sueh  authorily." 

Within  a  few  days  iifterwardc  the  president  jndge  of 
the  court  of  qnarter  i-essioiiw.  in  the  eity  of  Philadel- 
phia, !ii>i'eially  eonvened  the  grand  jury,  and  delivered 
a  written  eharge  i.i  them  on  this  snbjeet.  In  that 
written  charge  lo  them  on  this  subjeut.  In  that 
eharge  he  admitted  that  the  eourt  had  remitted  sen- 
tenees,  and  dlisrhtiiged  prisoners,  as  was  stated  by  me, 
and  a>sei'ted  thai  It.  had  authority  for  so  doing,  lie 
deelared  that  after  in('j;ment  and  »entente,  the  prac- 
ti<c  was  for  the  vv.  ii.  on  its  own  motion,  to  enter  a 
rule  lo  remit  the  sentence,  which  rnle  remained  open 
(loiii  term  to  term  until  tlie  conrt  should  deteruiiue 
wluit  action  Nliouhl  be  taken,  lie  also  slated  that  this 
had  been  the  practiie  of  that  court  for  many  years — 
that  it  had  its  sanction  in  the  common  law — and  that 
necessity  rei|uired  it  lo  be  done  lo  avoid  hasty  and  un- 
just action.  Speaking  for  the  whole  bench,  he  then 
gave  notice  of  a  cas'-  in  which  two  persons  had  been 
convicted  nearly  six  moiilht*  bi'fore.  when  such  a  rule 
had  buen  entered,  and  in  whi<!i  the  eourt  would  remit 
a  part  of  the  sentence  imposed  at  llie  time  of  the  con- 
viction, and  discharge  the  prisoners  on  tlio  first  Mon- 
day of  February,  lie  said  that  this  was  done  in  order 
that  the  Liovernor  might  liave  the  question  tested  be- 
fore the  Supreme  *^'ourt.  and  chalienged  an  examina 
tion. 

Ity  my  directions  the  Attorney  <jeueral  sued  ■<»ut  a 
writ  of  error  in  th"  Supreme  Conrt,  which  was  duly 
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lii'urd,  iind  Uie  court,  unaniniousl.v,  llii-oiigli  an  opinion 
by  the  Chief  Justice,  decided  that  the  powers  ehiiuifd 
wtTf  not  lawful,  and  a  copy  of  that  upiuiou  is  hereto 
appended. 

Thie  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  retfeeti'd  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  judiciary  of  the  Htatf ,  as  the 
president  of  eai^L  judicial  district,  by  letter,  had  denied 
bis  knowledge  of  any  such  enstom,  and  nearly  all  of 
them  coudenjiicd  t  as  illegal,  imneceBsary,  and  ju- 
dicially Impolitic. 

Since  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  I  have  pro- 
cured Mats  of  the  reuiissiunB  and  commatatiouH  made 
by  the  Philadelphin  court  of  ipiaitep  eesaiona,  of  pris- 
oners sentenced  by  it  to  the  Eastern  Penitentiary  and 
the  county  pWsou;  and  tliuMf  lists  an*  herewith  snb- 
mitted. 

Having  invited  yiur  attention  to  this  -matter,  and 
given  you  a  liBt  of  th;-  paidons  and  remissions  granted 
by  me,  under  the  acknowledged  constitutional  au- 
thnrily  nf  llie  rvxrcutive,  with  a  l.nef  nf  lln-  fn.'ts,  tin- 
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To  the  Assembly  \'etoiiig  "An  Act  to  Repeal  an  Act 
Entitled  'An  Act  to  Establish  Criminal  Courts  for 
Dauphin,  Lebanon  and  Schuylkill  Counties." 

Exei-utive  Chamber, 
Hariisbuig,  April  11,  18C8. 
Geutlemen : 

AFTER  A  MOST  CAREFUL  CONSIDERATION  I 
fiud  myself  cwuslraiued  to  feturu,  with  my  ob- 
jei-tioiis,  Sc'uaie  bill  No.  i'M,  ontitled  ''An  Act  to 
repeal  au  act,  entiiled  'Au  Act  to  eHtablisb  criminal 
courts  for  IJaupLiu,  Lebanon  and  Schuylkill  counties,' 
approved  April  IS.  1S«7.'' 

It  is  a  matter  of  common  notoriety  that  more  diffi- 
culty is  experienced  iii  preserving  the  peace  and  enforc- 
ing the  laws*  in  the  mining  regions  of  our  State  than 
elsewhere.  The  county  of  Schuylkill  for  several  years 
past  has  had  au  unenviable  reputation  in  this  respect, 
and  It  is  Mated,  on  rt'liable  authority,  that  in  this  coun- 
ty iiione,  fifty  four  luurders  and  homicides  were  com- 
mitted in  the  four  years  preceding  the  first  of  Janu- 
aiy.  lMi7.  Many  of  the  otfenders  were  never  arrested, 
iiiid  of  all  (he  uiiudereisi  but  one  was  ever  convicted 
of  mnrder  in  the  first  degree,  and  he  was  subsequently 
anpiitlcd,  on  a  new  iriul  granted  six  months  after  his 
fiist  ciinviction.  Life  and  property  were  alike  inae- 
'1  re;  the  most  flagrant  outlaws  went  unwbipt  of  JU8- 
lii  c;  nol  a  few  of  thij  best  citizens  fled  the  country,  im- 
1 1  lied  by  the  fear  of  (mirage  or  assassination,  and  so- 
ciety seemed  rapidly  tending  to  that  chaotic  state 
which  precedes  and  compels  the  formation  of  vigilance 
conuuiitces  for  self-preservation.  Under  this  lamenta- 
ble condilion  of  things,  the  people,  in  large  numbers, 
appealed  to  the  Executive  and  to  the  Legislature  at 
it»  last  session  and  LUL])lored  protection  and  relief.  Im- 
pressed with  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  the 
necessity  for  innncdiate  action.  I  submitted  a  special 
message,  and  after  a  full  consideration  of  the  whole 


uiiillcr.  (Ill-  l.i'j;i»ljiHnv  rcKoIvi'il  tu  ii.'ci{ioiid  lu  (be  np 
|»cal  liy  gruntiitg  Iho  proicctiou  aHkctl,  For  this  pur- 
pout  Iwo  hiWH  wi'iv  oiuu-tfii :  tlif  oui',  eutitled  "An 
Act  fdi'  tlir  lidtiT  jHiiliHtioii  lit  pt-rsoii.  prwitertj  and 
life  in  the  milling  ii-giuiis  nt  this  I'oimiumwcahli,"  ap- 
proved mi  III.'  llilli  (if  April.  1W17;  uiid  Uii-  ollitT,  i-iiti- 
tliil  "All  A<'l  111  i-sl.ihlifli  rriiiiiiiiil  iiiiitls  fm-  Daiipliiu. 
Lcltiiiioiiimd  S.lMi>ii.ili  .uiimii-H,"appr.ivi>d  IKlU  April. 
ISIIT,  and  il  in  tliiw  liiiitT  luw  wliicli  Ih.'  pifHt'iil  bill  pro- 
piwi-Klo  npiiil,  Tli.M-iw.i  l.ills  w.-icpi.rlK  t»rMn'>Him- 
Hcmnal  svwrt'iii  nf  nUiif.  and  wcii-  at  <inri'  put  in  font; 
bv  IIk-  jiiipoinliiR'iiL  cf  tli'-  aiitlioriBod  iM»lirt>  Hud  other 
(illl.i-iw.  Tin-  results  liiiM-  proved  tin-  wiwloiii  of  tliew 
i-nartiiKMilK;  imirdirH,  inbberiBs,  HBBitbKinatione  and 
violcmc  no  longer  L-hamctome  that  county,  bm  life 
and  pro]H-ity  are  n^ain  eeenie  an  in  other  portionn  nr 
ttie  State.  Why  th'.'n  i-epeal  these  laws,  or  either  of 
them?  Why  again  loosen  the  strong  bands  of  the  law, 
-or  ilgain  Innngurate  the  reign  of  ioflecurity,  cDDfasion 
and  tiTrnr?     Tin-  •'iinio  cli'niciils  ofdiscnrd  and  violcni'i' 
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.■    il    is.    Ilinsi-    \\U..  .Miiillvr.l   at    III.-    f.il- 
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I  \'y  ;hr  Sii[a-.>nir  r,„in.  and  an-  bnid 
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ill  then'  buHSliii(;(>uf  iiiitii-i]iiik'd  sirci'mm.  Uiil,  in  tins.' 
tiiiit'K  all  .ir<;  too  fiiniiliiii'  wild  ttii-  ih-iiiiiiriiitidii  oi  liiwn 
111!  unconstitutional,  wliicli  inojiiiso  lu  pi-utt.'i.'t  lh<;  iniio- 
i-i-nt  wr  piiiiiKh  tlic  jiuilty,  to  Iji-  frijrlilencd  lioui  their 
IHoprift.v,  or  divcrtfil  fi-oni  tlio  jiatli  of  lUit.v.  bj'  any 
siH'h  (hmior.  If  thi'  Siijuenic  (,'onrl  shuiilil  (lc<lare  llie 
law  lUH'oiisiitutioiial,  llitMi  llii«  pmiiosi-d  icpnil  would 
lie  mnn'ccwrtaiy.  If  not,  let  il  lio  t-nfoift'd.  like  any 
other  law,  against  .i^l  wiong-doiTH  wlio  conic  within 
if»  provisions.  And  if  wi  iniK-h  yood  han  reHiillfd  hore- 
toforv,  nicrely  from  the  wholcsonH'- tirior  with  which 
it  has  inspired  evil  "Ioitm,  wlial  may  we  not  expect 
should  it  bepcrniilli-.l  to  },'o  into  full  opei'ution? 

Actnated  by  these  views  aud  i-oiisideratioiis.  my 
duty  seems  phiiti.  The  people  of  Schiiyllvill  comity 
demand,  aud  have  a  rl;;hl  to  prot<-clioii.  The  old  laws 
were  demonstrated  lo  he  iuadeiimite,  aud  the  new  have 
proved  efficieut  for  liie  purpose,  ruwilliii^  tliat  they, 
or  any  part  of  them,  ^hall  he  repealed  until  somethin); 
better  is  substituted,  I  take  the  responsibility  of  re- 
lurnifjg  the  bill,  without  my  approval,  for  the  further 
I'oiisideration  of  the  Legislatun'. 

JNO.  W.  ilEAKY. 


To  the  Senate  Xominaling  James  (Jiveii  Recorder  of 
tiie  City  (if  Philadelphia. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburj;.  April  13,  1868. 
Gentlemen : 

IHKUKItY  NOMINATE.  FOK  TUK  ADVIOE  AND 
c<insent  of  tli''  Senate.  James  (iiveii.  Esquire,  to 
be  reorder  of  tl.e  city  of  Philadelphia,  for  the 
term  of  ten  years,  in  nceordanep  with  tlie  eighth  sec- 
tion of  the  twelfth  «rtie[e  iSoliedalel  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 
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Proclamation  of  a  Day  of  Thanksgiving.  — iS68. 


Peiin8,ylvania,  ss. 


IX    THE   KAMK    AND    BY 
tilt-  aiitlioritv  of  the  Com- 
niornvfalth  of  Pennsylva- 
uia.     JOHN  W.  UEARY,  Gov- 
cruoi'    of    the    t^aid    Common- 


A  PROCLAMATION. 


I.'iito  liitd,  our  (.'reator,  we  are  in- 
<k?hlc(l  foi'  life  and  nil  its  blesBiugu. 
hcrfTorc,  bfcoiiios  lis  at  all  times 
eiuk'f  uuto  llini  tlu-  homage  of 
'  gialcfiil  hi-aits;  and  iu  the  peifonii- 
aiK'c  of  our  sacred  duties,  to  set  apart 
Bpeiml  iH'riods  to  "enter  into  His  gates  with  thanks- 
giving and  into  (lis  courts  with  praise."  For  this  pur- 
pose, and  in  aciordance  willi  au  established  eustom,  I 
liave  designated  Thiirwday,  the  iVith  day  of  Nov.  next; 
and  I  recommend  that  the  peopUt  of  this  Coftiaiou 
wealth  on  tliat  day  refrain  from  their  usual  avoca- 
tious  and  pnrsuitM.  ,',iid  assenilde  at  their  chosen  places 
of  worship,  to  "prais(  llie  luiine  of  Ciod  and  magnify 
Him  Willi  tliiiuksgiving,  '■devoally  to  acknowledge 
tlieir  dependi-nfe  and  lay  ui)ou  His  iillnrs,  tlie  cheerful 
offerings  of  grateful  hearts. 

isliau  humility  for  health 


s  thank  Him  willi  • 


and  pro»|iiTily;  abi 
commerce,  and  adv. 
and  manufiicliiring 
tion,  niorality,  viM 
of  our  mate 


the  proteciion  of 

iieni  of  scientific,  mechanical 

rests;    our  progress  in  ednca- 

;id  social  order;    the  increase 

•  111;  exemption  from  pestilence  and 


contagious  diseases  itul  the  destructive  influenci 
war;   for  having  bli'tss('<l  n«  as  a  peoi)le  and  a  nation, 
and  opened  l>efore  ■:.y-  the  brightest  prospects  for  the 
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future;  and  for  all  other  blessings,  both  temporal  and 
epiritnai. 

With  sure  reliance  upon  Divine  favor  let  us  pray  for 
the  forgivenesB  of  uar  sins,  making  public  confesaion 
of  our  dependence,  that  we  may  continue  worthy  of 
His  parental  love  and  protecting  care;  that  our  civil 
and  religious  liberti<^s  and  political  rights  may  remain 
unimpaired;  that  *e  may  remember  with  gratitude 
our  country's  brave  defenders,  and  cherish  with  sjm- 
patliy  titeir  widows  :ind  orphan  children,  and  that  our 
paths  through  life  nay  be  directed  by  the  example  and 
instructions  of  the  Ufdeemer,  who  died  that  we  might 
enjoy  all  the  blessings  which  temporiirily  flow  there- 
from, and  elcrnal  lift'  in  the  world  to  come. 

tJiven  under  my  liand,  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisbnrg  ihe  twenty-eighth  day  of  October, 
one  thousand  eight  luindred  and  sixty  eight,  and  of  the 
Commonwealth  the  siinety-third, 

JOHN  \V.  OEABY. 

By  the  (iovernor. 

F.  Joidan, 
Secretary-  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Proclamalion  of  the  Election  of  Electors  of  a  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. — 
1868. 


Pennsylvania,  ss: 


IN   THE    NAME    AND   BY 
the  authority  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylva- 
uia.     JOHN  W.  GEARY,  Gov- 
ernor  of   the   said    Common- 
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T<)  nU  to  nlioiii  thcsf  PresentK  sliull  ('i)iin'. 
Si-nds  (li-eL'ting: 

A  PHOCl-AMATION, 
Wheieas,  in  and  liy  an  act  of  llic 
ic'i'-ral  Asseiiibly  nnlitlcd  "An  Act 
»^^i»'l:H!iif,'  Iti  tlic  ElV(tion«  of  this  <"oili 
ilmoiiHi  altli."  a|»|»n»ve(l  ihc  eccouii  da.v 
J/gfiif  .riily,  A.  IK  oiH-  tlKnifiiiui  I'ifjiil  liiin- 
i  and  tliii'ly-iiini'.  il  Js  made  Hit- 
\  itf  ilic  Sccii'taiy  iif  tlic  rumnion- 
wcallh  "(tn  li'iciviiin  Ihc  rclniiis  uf  Ilic  <'hTli<iii  nf 
KIcitciK  i>l  ri-.sid>'iil  and  Vice  I'li-sidcnt  of  llu-  liiil.-d 
Slali'S  III  hiy  Ihrni  UUm-  the  (iovci-nor.  \vhi>  shall 
iniinici-alt'  and  Jisicitain  the  niinihcr  of  votes  foi'  cai-li 
|,ei*<ni  vdt.-il  for.  Hid  shall  th-'n-npim  di'iiaiv  by  Pio 
(lamalion  Ihr  names  of  the  {icrKonK  duly  eleeti.'*!." 

And  W'liei'eji*',  it  aji|if'ais  from  the  returns  hiid  before 
me  liy  tin-  Si'erelary  of  tlie  Commonwealth  of  llu'  (dee 
linn  of  Kiel  tors  as  atoic'said  lu'Id  on  Tuesday  the  third 
day  of  Xovembt'i-.  IStiS.  that  ti.  Morrison  Coati'S, 
Tiiomas  M,  Marshall.  William  fl.  Barnes,  William  J. 
I'ollotk.  Ki.hard  Wildey,  iU'orai-  \\.  Hill.  Watson  P. 
MaKill.  dohn  II.  itrin^dmr.'*!.  Frank  ('.  Ilooton.  Isaac 
Kefcert.  .Maris  Hooix  s.  liavid  M.  Kaiik.  William  Davis. 
Winthroji  W.  Kt-tcliam.  Samuel  Knorr.  Itenjamin  V. 
Wan.nseller.  Cjnnle-i  II.  Mnllen.  (leorj:;-  W.  Elder. 
.lolin  Stewarl,  .lae-ib  lii-atius.  .lann-s  Sill.  Henry  ('-. 
.fohns.m,  .J<ili]i  K.  Kwjnj;.  William  Frew.  Alexander  \V. 
Crawford,  and  -lames  S.  Kiitan  are  the  persons  duly 
elected  Kleetors  of  ..  I'resi<lent  and  \'iee  I'lcsldent  of 
liie  rnitedSlalesloMivcat  (he  election  in  that  behalf 
to  be  held  ai  the  S.^al  of  (lovernmenl  of  (his  State 
iheinjj  Ihe  rily  of  Hi.rrisbur^',  in  (he  counly  of  ]>an- 
pliini  on  the  fii*it  W.-dnesday  of  necendii-r  next,  agree- 
ably to  the  said  ac!  of  Ihe  lioneial  .\ssembly  of  this 
Commonwealili  and  Ihe  Consdlnlion  and  laws  of  tlii' 
I'uitcd  Klalis  in  such  case  made  and  jHOvidpd, 
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Uivfii  undtT  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 

State  iit  Haiiisbui'g  Ibis  thii-teentli  day  of  November, 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

sixty  eight,  and  of  thL'  Couiuionwealth  tlie  ninety-lliird. 

JNU.  W.  (JBAKY. 

By  ilif  (lovernor. 

K.  tlordaii. 
Scctvtan'  of  iJir  (.'iiniiuonwoaltli. 


Pniclaiiiatioi]  of  tlie  Ivlcctiini  of  (.).  J.  Dickey  and  S. 
Newttin  I'ctms  as  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania 
in  the  L'nited  Stales  Congress. 


\    T[ll-:    X.\M10    AX1>   »v 

till-  aiilliorily  of  Hie  L'oni- 

nmiuvdiltli   of.  IVniiavlva- 

a.     -iUIIN  W.<;KA[{V.(iuv- 

luir    (if    till-    said    Comiiiun- 

'si'Hls  shall  Conu', 
ting: 
A  PROCLAMATION. 
^VIicn-aH   hy   i-cIiirnH   made  by   the 
Iril^c,-*  of  sjK'tiat  elections  held  in  Ihe 
L  Nim!)    and    Twi-iitietb    t'ongreKsioiial 
tlil  "''"'''■ts  of  this  Connnonwealth,  on 
the  thirteenth  day  of  October 
hisl    jiaft,  being  Ihe  neeond  TncBday 
thereof   and   the   time   appointed   for 
holding  the  General  Elections  in  ttaid  Commonwealth 
under  the  authority  <■!'  an  Act  of  the  General  AsBembly 
approved  Ihe  Mecond  day  of  July,  A.  1),  One  thousand 


928  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

Hght  bundn^  nod  vl>irtf-nlne,  cDlKled  ~Aji  Art  Klaf- 
\og  lo  the  electioDB  of  thu  Comtnoowi'allb,  it  appears 
Ibat  Oliver  J.  [tickcjr  was  dal.v  cK-rti'tl  in  the  Nint'i 
HiMrirr,  i-nuipiiM^  of  llie  County  of  Latu-aster.  and 
B.  Nrwtoa  P«-Ieub  in  Ibe  Tweotit-tb  District,  composed 
trf  tht-  Ctiunlii-s  of  Crawford,  Vtm^ngo,  Uerrer  and 
Clurlon,  to  serve  as  KepreseotaliveB  of  this  Btaie  in 
the  HooM^  of  Kepr^^'nlativM  of  Ibe  Fortieth  Congress 
of  Ih<^  roitci]  Hlnlen  10  snppljr  the  vacancies  occaaioned 
by  ib^'  dt-alb  of  the  Hon.  Tbaddeue  Slevens  and  lion. 
I>arwiD  A.  Finney. 

An<l  VVhiTL-ax,  in  Hud  by  thi-  forty-8«t-ond  set-Uoa  of 
Ihf  aliovc  rti-Iteil  Acl  of  the  (}eneral  Aswinbly,  it  i« 
made  (lie  duty  of  ilie  Oovernnr,  on  ibe  rereipt  of  ibie 
n-luniH  uf  (tpL-diil  i-lectiuoa  by  the  Hecretar?  nf  the 
CVinilunn wealth,  to  declare  by  Proclamation,  the  utimes 
of  the  [K-monn  elict'd. 

Xow  Tlnrefore.  I,  JOHX  W.  GEARY,  Governor  s« 
aforesaid,  have  iisiied  thiB  my  proclamatiou.  hereby 
litiMi^liIji-iiidl  il. ■.■!;, liiiL'  :li;ir  ifn- s.-iirl  Oliv.T -T.  Dii-U.-v 


.   1:. 
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Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  Representatives  of 
Pennsylvania   in   the   United  States   Congress. — 
1868. 
Pennsylvania,  ss. 

S'   THE    NAME    AND   BY 

the  authority  of  the  Com- 

moitwc'ultli  of  Pemiaylva- 

5  nia.     JOHN  W.  GEARY,  Gov- 

of    the    said    Common- 

.ealth. 

To  all  to  whom  tlifse  Presents  shall  Come, 
Sends  Oi-e-.'ting: 

A  PROCLAMATION. 
\'h('n'a»  in  and  by  An  Act  of  the 
iL-ial  Asst'Uihly  of  this  Common- 
lilh  iippi'oved  the  second  day  of 
j  .Inly.  A.  D,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
/  died  and  thiity-uine,  entitled  "'An  Act 
aling  to  the  elections  of  this  Com- 
monwealth," it  is  made  the  duty  of 
the  Governor,  on  thu  receipt  of  the  returns  of  the  elec- 
tion of  Members  of  !he  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commoa- 
weallh,  to  declare  by  proclamation  the  names  of  the 
persons  returned  as  elected  iu  the  respective  districts. 
And  whereas,  the  returns  of  the  General  Election 
held  on  Tuesday  the  thirteeuth  day  of  October  last,  in 
and  for  the  several  d-btricts,  for  Representatives  of  the 
jieople  of  Ihis  State  In  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  two 
years  from  and  afl-?!  the  fourth  day  of  March  next, 
have  been  received  tn  the  oftice  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
('(luinKmwealth  ati.-eeahly  to  the  provisions  of  the 
above  leciti'd  art.  whereby  it  appears  that  in  the  First 
lH«triel.  eoni|)OHe<l  .if  the  Second.  Third.  Fourth,  Fifth, 
Sixth  and  Eleventh  Wards  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
Samuel  Randall  has  been  duly  elected. 
69— Vol.  VIII— llh  Ser. 
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In  the  Thirteenth  District  composed  of  the  Counties 
of  Bradford,  Wyoniinij:,  Sullivan,  Columbia  and  Mon- 
tour, T'lvsses  Mercur  has  been  dulv  elected. 

In  the  Fourteenth  District  composed  of  the  Counties 
of  Northumberland,  Cnion,  Snyder,  Juniata  and  Dau- 
phin, John  B.  Tac  k 'r  has  been  duly  elected. 

In  the  Fifteenth  i>istrict  composed  of  the  Counties 
of  Cumberland,  York  and  I'erry,  Kichard  J.  Halde- 
man  has  been  dulv  ilcctc^d. 

In  I  he  Sixteenth  District  comiM)S(Hl  <»f  the  Counties 
of  Adams,  Franklin,  Fnlton,  Bedford  and  "Somereet, 
John  Cessna  has  bei'U  dulv  el(»cted. 

In  the  Sevent(*enth  District  composed  of  the  Coun- 
ticc^of  ('olumbia,  Jilair.  lluntinudon  and  Mifflin,  Daniel 
J.  Morrell  has  been  dulv  elected. 

In  the  Fif^hteenth  District  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Centre,  Clinton,  i^ycoming,  Tioga  and  Potter,  Wil- 
liam II.  Armstrong  iias  been  duly  elected. 

In  the  Nineteenth  District  composed  of  the  Coun- 
ties o)  Fri(»,  Warren,  McKean.  Forest.  Elk,  Cameron, 
JetVerson  and  Clearfield,  Ctlenni  W.  Scofleld  has  been 
dulv  elected. 

In  tile  Twentieth  .District  composed  of  the  Counties 
of  Crawford,  Venango,  Mercer  and  Clarion,  Calvin  W. 
<iiltillan  has  been  dulv  elected. 

In  the  Twenty-first  District  composed  of  the  (*ouu- 
tii^  of  Indiana,  >Vrsimorelaiid,  and  Fayette,  no  such 
returns  of  the  elect'on  have  been  received  by  the  8ec- 
retarv  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  would  under  the  eleC' 
tion  laws  of  the*  StUe,  authorize  me  to  proclaim  the 
name  of  any  person  :js  having  been  returned  duly  elect- 
ed a  Member  of  tlu*  House  of  K(*pr(*sentative8  of  the 
Cnited  States  for  that  District. 

In  the  Twenty-second  District  composed  of  that  part 
\)f  All(»gheny  County  South  of  the  Ohio  and  Allegheny 
rivers,  and  including  Nevil  Island,  James  S.  Neglej 
has  been  dulv  elected. 
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the  T«(?iitj-third  District  comitosed  of  that  part 
legheny  County  North  of  the  Ohio  and  Allegheny 
B,  and  Butler  nud  ArniBtrong  Conntiirs,  Darwin 
38  has  bet-n  dulv  elected. 

the  Twenty-fourth  District  conijiosed  of  the  Conn- 
if  Lawrence,  Beaver,  Washington  and  Oreene,  Jo- 
B.  Douley  has  been  duly  eli-cted, 
w  therefore  1  JOILN  W.  GEABY.  Governor  as 
^said,  have  iseu'.-d   this  my   I'rocUtmatioti   hereb.v 
iHbing   and    de'.-iaring   that   Samuel   J.    Randall, 
les  O'Neill,  John  Moffelt,  William  D.  Kellcy.  John 
wading,  John  D.  8tiles,  Washington  Townsi^nd,  J. 
ence  Oetz,  Oliver  J.  Dickey,  Flt-nry  I..  Cake,  Dan- 
.  Van  Anken,  George  W.  Woodward,  UlyseeB  Mer- 
John  B.  Packer.  Richard  J.  Haldeman,  John  Cef<8- 
)aniel  J.  Morrell,  William  U.  Arnixtnmg,  Olunut 
Ucofleld.   Calvin  W.   Giltillan.   James  8.  Xeglev, 
vin  Phelps  and  Joseph  R.  Donley  have  been  re- 
ii  SB  duly  elected  in  the  several  distiucts  before 
:ionfd    as   Ri-pn'tsentiitivfs   nf   flie  jx'oj'le  «f    tin's 
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Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly. — 1869. 
Uentleiueu: 

Foil  TUE  HAKpAIONY  AND  GENERAL  RELA- 
lioos  of  coiiiUy  iind  fi'ieuil»liip  exiisting  betveen 
IVmisylvaiiia  iiiid  ull  tlie  other  States  and  Ter- 
ritoriL-s  of  tlif  National  Union;  for  tbe  present  pros- 
pcious  coadiiion  of  llie  Uommonwealtb;  for  tbe  glad 
signs  of  ooiuiug  potiiical  tiamiuility;  and  for  tbe  Buc- 
(isH  wbic'b  alti-uds  ibe  progress  of  our  free  institu- 
tioua,  we  owe  a  heavy  debt  of  gratitude  to  Divine  Provi- 
denee.  In  view  of  Ibe  favorable  circumstances  under 
wbich  you  are  now  asafmljled,  it  become  my  province 
and  duly,  as  it  is  my  pleasure,  to  olfer  you  my  hearty 
congratulations,  and  to  tender  you  a  cordial  welcome 
to  tlie  Lfgislative  Ualls  of  tbe  State.  This,  indeed,  af- 
fords me  a  bigbcr  gratilication  because  I  participate 
with  your  coiislituents  in  the  confidence  manifested 
by  tbeni  iu  selecting  you  to  represent  tbeir  individual 
iiiteresis  as  well  as  those  of  tbe  Commouwealtb.  Ou 
your  wisdoui,  iutegrily,  judgment  and  discretion,  all 
will  undoubtedly  rely  for  the  correct  determination  of 
eviTy  question  alli'cting  the  largest  interests  and 
gravest  responiiibilitios,  iind  for  a  continuance,  and 
I  veil  an  increase,  of  Ihat  prosperity  which  has  hither- 
to been  so  signally  i-ujoyed. 

It  i^  iiol  without  a  consciousness  of  the  great  re- 
s|H)nsiliility  resting  upon  nie  that  1  undertake  the  per- 
formance of  a  conMitulional  duty,  requiring  that  the 
(4overnor  "shall  from  time  to  time  give  to  tbe  Ueneral 
Assembly  iufonnalion  of  the  state  of  (he  Common- 
weallli.  aud  recommend  to  their  consideration  such 
measures  as  he  shall  judge  ex])edient."  In  conformity 
wilb  this  requirement  your  attention  will  be  called 
<iiily  to  such  matters  of  public  interest  as  in  my  judg- 
ment deserve  careful  consideration  and  action  on  your 
part  during  the  present  session. 


Joliii  White  Geary,  93^ 

Tbf  following  t»  ll.e  ■•ri'tapitiiliition"  of  tlie  oiktu- 
lidiis  of  the  aiiikin;;  fiiiid,  fioiu  Sciiti'iuln-i-  ;{,  IWii. 
lo  Novimbii- SO,  ISfJS: 

l^alame  iu  fund.  Si'jdeiiibci-  S.  lS(i7,  ..     |l,7:{7,ltl2  41 
l[fcfi|it."   ill    fimtl   iiom   Septoiiiber  ;t, 

lS(i7,  l«  Nov.  m.  1K«8, 3,41S,092  Ai 

|5.15fi,!HI4  7:; 

l';ii(l  interest fl,80S,(l«."»  84 

]'i'(  iniuins  |Hii<I  as  equiv- 
alent foi-  uoin,  4!l  !)- 

Loans  ledeiiiH-d :i,414.Hl«  (14 

4.222,871  !»(! 

lialiiiirc   in    fnnd   Xovcniber  :tl). 
1H>8 f!);U.0:i2  7fi 

Hy  the  sixth  «eition  of  thi-  aet  of  Slay  Hi,  18i;i,  a 
siieeial  tax  of  one-half  mill  on  the  dollar  WKa  esiieeially 
net  apart  fen-  (lie  ijayineul  of  the  interest  uud  redemp- 
tion »if  Ihe  loan  i-reated  by  an  aet  of  May  18.  18B1,  en- 
titled "An  Aet  lo  'leali'  a  loan  and  provide  for  arin- 
iiJR  the  Stale." 

Balance  on  hand  Si',>teniber  ;i,  18(17.  ..        $319,933  17 
The  rei-eipts  fioni  ;*;!id  tax  and  tax  on 

giius    reeeipls    from     Sei>teinbpr    3, 

ISli".  to  Xovenib^r  3(1,  18(;8.  amount 

t<) 423,979  211 

Total 1743.912  37 

Iiiteri  si  paid  in  Jamiary  and  .Inly.  lSfi8.  169.245  Oil 

Balance   iu   fnnd   November  30. 

18f>S |574.fifi7  37 
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CONDITION  OF  BAL.ANCES. 
Bdlacoe  in  Biuking  fund 

November  30,  ims,  . .  f!»34,032  71! 
Ilalanee  in  sinking  fnud 

November  aO,  IStW,  . .  574.667  37 


ULHluct  balance  in  TieaeiirJ',  November  ^ 

30,  1808 1,013,41a  3T 


Balance  in  favor  of  sinking  fund.       f495^Sl  76 


REDUCTION  OF  THE  STATE  DEBT. 
By  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinkiag 
Fuud  for  the  year  cudin^;  Scptenibci-  3, 1867,  the  "loans 
redeemed"  amounted  to  J1.71H.509.50,  and  by  their  if- 
port  from  Septemb-jr  'A,  18H7,  to  November  30, 
(the  "loaos  redeemed"  uuiounted  to  $:;.114,8I6.t>4,  ■ 
ing  a  total  reduction  of  the  State  debt,  iii  two  years 


iilioll 
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PUBUC  DEBT. 

I'litilio  debt  outstaiitliug  December  1, 

ISfil, |a7,7U4,409  77 

Deduct    amount    r*;deemed    at    State 

Treasury  dtiiiut;  liie  fiscal  year  eud- 

iug  XovciubtT  ao,  1S08,  viz: 

5  pel'  cent,  luaus, $4,354,253  ti4 

4>  per  cent,  loans, «3,OU0  00 

Uelief  niitos  cancelled.  .  210  00 

4,417,463  64 

Public  debt  itect-mbei-  1,  1868,.  133,286,946  13 

Staienient  Hliowins  tbe  condiliou  of  tbe  iudebtedness 
of  the  Commonwealth  on  the  lii"8t  day  of  December, 

iKoy. 

Funded  debt,  viz: 

0  iiei-  cent,  loans, 1^5,311.180  00 

5  per  cent,  loana 7,740,771  56 

4|  per  cent,  loans 112,000  00 

Total  funded, f33,172,951  56 

irufiiiided  debt,  riz: 

Uelief  notes  in  circnia- 

liou 196,415  00 

Interest  certificates  out- 
standing   13,086  52 

Interest   certificates  un- 
claimed   4,448  38 

Domestic  creditors'  cer- 
tifieateB 44  67 

Total  unfunded.    113,994  57 

Total  funded  and  unfunded.  ...  (33,286,946  13 

Which  is  the  amount  of  the  State  debt  ae  before 
stated, 


iJiiriug  tlif  liiBt  cighleen  jears  Iherc  has  been  car- 
iUmI  tiiion  tliL'  nccoiuts  of  tlif  Auditor  (lent-nil  find 
Static  TreaBurer,  iind  m  their  suvei-al  public  statcnii'utB, 
'■depreciated  funds  unnviiilablc "  to  liio  amount  of 
['orl,v-niic  tlioiif^iiid  iiiid  thirty-two  dollars.  I  rtroiii- 
mend  the  niiiHiinlniciit  of  a  joint  i-ODiniittce,  by  the 
LeyiRliitiue,  whose  .hity  it  shall  be  to  examine  the 
xaid  di'|in'L'iiitt'd  .ind  unavtiilable  fiindn  iind  diKpuKe 
of  theiri  1"  the  best  advautdni'  of  Ihe  Treasury;  or,  if 
found  lo  be  worthless.  1o  raneel  and  destroy  tliem,  so 
that  the  ai-eounling  efllcers  may  be  relieved  from  the 
net-essily  and  responsibility  of  annually  aeronnling 
for  them. 

The  hirjie  t-ash  balaiu'i'  n?mai»iiig  in  the  Treasury 
on  the  :il)th  of  November,  1S«7,  has  bwn  used  for  the 
payment  of  the  twiilylhree  million  loaji  and  for  the 
liquidation  of  out^taudiug  claims  against  the  State. 
Tile  iuveBtuionl  of  ihe  funds,  in  one  of  the  tuodeii  rec- 
ODiniended  in  my  Uifit  annual  mefliwge,  has,  tht>refnre, 
in  a  fireaf  nieasnie  been  rendered  nnuecrssarv  for  llie 
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iiiiil  ilik'  I'lijuyiiK'ut  i:iii  only  uf  thi'  aiiinobiiliuii.  but 
Ilic  iiL'i-nmiieiit  {TiiHili'dc  of  every  citizeu. 

No(\villii*titiiiliiit;  ilii-  .^utiNfiiitory  i-eUiU'tiiiii  of  the 
piiblii-  imiebtediiess,  ;is  sliowii  iii  the  foiegoiiiy  Htate- 
iiieiits.  an  iimiietist^  Shile  dfbt  is  still  u]juii  lis,  i-ei)iiii-- 
iiif:  nearly  two  iniUions  of  dollars  to  be  collectiHl  U> 
)iiiy  the  interest  iieei-:iin^  n)Hiu  it  tininiiilly.  Itx  extiii- 
}iiiisUin{  lit  iit  the  .\ntiest  inaetii-able  ijeiiotl,  not  iii- 
i'onKi»lent  with  other  |mblit-  iiilei-eaitK,  in  of  the  high- 
est iinpoitanee  to  ''Veiy  tiix-jKiyei-.  1  (aiiiiot.  thvie- 
foi'i',  too  Htroiifily  '11(1''  t'"'  "tiieti'Ht  eeonoiiiy  in  re- 
Kpei'l  to  every  expenditure  and  the  utmost  i-etieuch- 
ment  in  every  de]iartiiieiit. 

Kelienehmeiit  is  ciuiihaticHlly  demuiide<l  by  the 
I  lojih'.  in  loj;islative  ex])eiiditures,  as  well  as  in  every 
other  braiieh  of  the  trovernnieiit.  Their  eyes  are  opeu 
lo  iiivesiif;ale  every  tranKaetioii.  and  by  their  ballots 
tliey  are  ready  to  strike  down  thowe  who  will  not  take 
ell'eetive  aitioii  in  favor  of  {ii>sitive  and  radieal  reform. 
■  Tin-  money  paid  into  the  Treasury  is  the  proiM-vty  of 
the  pe<ip]e.  every  ou"  of  wlioni  has  a  just  ri;;lit  tu  hold 
Ills  ri')iieseiitalives  d  a  sti'iet  aeeouutabilily  for  every 
ii<)llai  ihat  may  lie  appropriated  <n-  expended. 

I  hell-  renew  the  remarks  made  last  year  on  the  sub- 
ject of  "aiiiinal  appropriations."  to  whieli  you  are  rv- 
(ipectfully  referred.  For  four  smi-essive  years  the 
general  appropriation  bills  have  been  sii^ned  on  the 
eleventh  day  of  April,  being  about  the  time  of  ad- 
j<uirnnient.  The  (iovernor  has  been  forred  either  to 
si;rii  the  billM  wilhftnt  proper  investiKatinn,  notwith- 
slandiiLfi  any  objei-lions  he  may  liave;  suspetid  the 
means  In  defray  the  <iperatiuns  of  the  tioveniment  for 
till'  eiisaiiift  year:  or  eall  an  extra  session  of  the  Leg- 
islatiiie.  1  repeat  'hat  "it  is  earnestly  d<wired  that 
the  appropriation  bill  be  taken  up,  diseusBed  and 
passed  at  a  suffleiently  early  period  during  the  aesgioij 
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to  enable  it  to  receive  that  tliorougli  oxiimination" 
which  its  imirortaiice  demainla." 

EDUCATION. 
COMMON   SCHOOLS. 


The  annual  report  of  ttie  Siiiierintendent  of  Com- 
moa  ^thools  exhibits  the  condition  of  that  departntt-nt 
in  a  highly  satisfurtorj-  mannei-.  Within  the  State 
there  are  1,918  echot,!  dietrid*;  13,706  scUooIb:  2,382 
graded  Hfhoula;  IIC'JS  sehuol  directors;  73  connty. 
city  and  borough  superinti-ndents;  16,771  teachiTs; 
and  8(10,515  piipiJa.  The  cost  of  tuition  for  the  year 
WHS  f3,273.2<>!).43;  of  building,  [lurchasing  and  rent- 
ing si'Uool  houses,  .i!l,U9I,152.o5;  of  contingencieB, 
1854,253.21.  These  thi-ee  iteniM,  with  e.\penditunw 
for  all  other  purpost-s  connected  therewith,  amount  to 
the  aggregate  sum  of  f6,20(l,537 . 96. 

These  facts  are  exhibited  with  great  sstisfactios, 
iis  llii>y  sb.iw  til.-  avTii^''  iinniial  rn^i  fm-  Hk'  Itiifi.m' 
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drcii  glow  iijt  in  ignoninte,  fte^iuenHj  witliout  employ- 
mi'iit.  iiiid  itiniiy  uf  tiiom  coDtract  habits  of  vice,  whicli 
I'veiituiillv  cause  tlieiii  to  Le  committed  to  houses  of 
refuge,  county  pi-i^ous  or  peniteutiarie^.  Uumanity 
and  sound  puhlic  jiolicy  demand  tliat  something  be 
done  to  remedy  tliis  growing  evil,  and  alBO  that  of  the 
negk'eted  condition  of  considerable  numbers  of  chil- 
dren in  the  alms  and  poor  houses  in  many  of  the  coun- 
ties. 

Four  Xormal  Schools  are  now  i-ecognized  as  State 
institutions.  The  juuiber  of  students  attending  them 
during  tlie  past  year  was  -,115,  of  whom  eighty  gradu- 
ated. Two  additioiul  Xormal  Schools  will  probably 
go  into  operation  duriug  this  year,  one  located  at 
lilooiiisbiirg,  Columbia  county,  and  the  other  at  Cali- 
forniit,  Washington  (oiinty.  The  value  of  these  insti- 
tutions to  the  common  school  system  cannot  be  esti- 
mated. Our  schools  are  couii)aratively  worthless  with- 
out (lualified  teachers,  and  such  teachers  can  most 
easily  be  obtained  irom  the  Xormal  institutes,  where 
llie  art  of  teacliiug  is  made  a  specialty. 

A  meeting  uf  ihe  presidents  and  other  authorities 
of  a  number  of  our  jirincipal  colleges  was  held  in  Har- 
risburg  last  winter,  ihe  object  of  which  was  to  bring 
about  a  closer  union  of  all  our  educational  institutions, 
and  cdiiui'ct  by  a  bond  of  sympathy,  if  not  of  organic 
structure,  llie  coinmnu  schools,  high  school,  academies 
and  i-olleges.  The  >  stablishment  of  such  an  educa- 
tional department  li'-ms  to  bo  desirable. 

Tlicie  is  no  subject  more  worthy  the  deliberations  of 
the  1,1'gislature  tiiau  the  promotion  of  the  welfare  of 
our  cniiuntin  schools.  Tliey  immediately  underlie  the 
c]ianictcri.«tic  features  of  onr  social  system;  they  are 
fountains  uf  that  wide-spread  intelligence,  which,  like 
a  pereniiiiil  vitality,  i-ervades  the  nation,  and  are  nur- 
series of  that  inquiring  spirit  to  which  we  are  indebt^ 
for  the  purily  and  pA'servatlon  of  onr  free  institutions. 
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la  tlie  Tiveiitj-tliUd  District  compOHtd  of  that  part 
of  AHeghenj  County  North  of  the  Ohio  and  AUeghenj- 
riveiw,  and  Butler  iiud  Armstrong  Counties,  Darwin 
Phelps  has  been  duly  elected, 

la  the  Twentj-fourth  District  composed  of  the  Cohd- 
tiefi  of  Lawrence,  Beaver,  Washington  and  Greene,  Jo- 
seph B,  Donley  has  l)een  duly  elected. 

Now  therefore  i  JOUN  \V.  GEAKY,  Governor  hs 
aforesaid,  have  issued  (his  aiy  I'rocluiiuilion  hereliy 
publishiup  and  declaring  that  Kaiunel  J.  Randall, 
Chai-les  O'Neill,  John  Moffett,  William  D.  Kelley,  John 
K.  Beading,  John  D.  Stiles.  Washington  Townsend,  J. 
Laurence  Uctz,  Oliver  J,  Dickey,  Henry  L.  Cake,  Dan- 
iel M.  Van  Auken,  Gi-orge  AV,  Woodwai-d,  lUyBses  Mer- 
cur,  John  B.  Packer.  Richard  J,  Haldenian,  John  Cess- 
na, Daniel  J.  Mori'ell,  William  H.  Armstrong.  Glenni 
W.  Siotleld,  Calvin  W.  Gilfillaii.  James  S.  Negley, 
Darwin  Phelps  and  Joseph  B,  Donley  have  been  re- 
turned as  duly  elected  in  the  several  districts  before 
nicntinned  as  Repn'Hpntatircs  of  the  pcnjilp  of  this 
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Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly, — 1869. 
Uf  ntlemeu  r 

FOlt  THE  H'ABMONY  AND  GENERAL  RELA- 
lious  uf  comity  ami  frieudaliip  exibtiug  betveen 
IVuusylvania  aud  all  the  other  States  and  Ter- 
ritories of  the  National  Union;  for  tlie  present  proB- 
perous  coiidiLiou  of  Uie  Uouimouwealth;  for  the  glad 
Mgus  of  eomiut;  poliiical  tranquility;  and  for  the  suc- 
itsa  which  aUcuds  the  progress  of  our  fi-ee  institu- 
tions, we  owe  a  heavy  debt  of  gratitude  to  Divine  Provi- 
dence. In  view  of  the  favorable  circumstances  under 
wliich  you  are  now  assembled,  it  become  my  province 
and  duty,  as  it  is  my  pleasure,  to  oiler  you  my  hearty 
congratulalious,  and  to  tender  you  a  cordial  welcome 
to  the  Legislative  Halls  of  the  State.  This,  indeed,  af- 
fords Hie  a  higher  graLilication  because  I  participate 
nith  your  constituents  in  the  confidence  manifested 
by  them  in  selecting  you  to  represent  their  individual 
iutercsts  as  well  as  those  of  the  Commonwealth.  On 
your  wisdom,  integrily,  judgment  and  discretion,  all 
will  undoubtedly  rely  for  the  correct  determination  of 
every  question  alfccting  the  largest  intereets  and 
gravest  responsibilities,  and  for  a  continuance,  and 
tveu  an  increase,  of  that  prosperity  which  has  hither- 
to bein  so  signally  I'ujoyed. 

It  is  not  without  a  consciousness  of  the  great  re- 
Kpoiiwibilily  resting  upon  me  that  I  undertake  the  per- 
formance of  a  con.'«lit)il!ounl  duty,  requiring  that  the 
(ioveriHir  "shiiil  from  lime  to  lime  give  to  the  General 
Assembly  iiifornialion  of  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wcallli,  and  recommend  to  their  consideration  such 
measiiies  as  he  shall  judge  expedient."  In  conformity 
witJi  iliis  roquiremeut  your  attention  will  be  called 
only  to  such  matters  of  public  interest  as  in  my  judg- 
ment deserve  careful  <'onsideration  and  action  on  your 
part  during  the  present  session. 
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The  fi)llowing  i»  ll.c  "rffUiiittilntion"  of  tlie  oiicra- 
lioiiH  of  the  siukinij;  fund,  fioiii  Seirti'mlur  H,  lS(i7, 
t«  Novi'uibLT  ;MI,  ISfJS: 

Italauce  iii  fund.  St'iiluiiibi^r  3.  1807,  ..     |l,7a7,91:i  41 
Kefeil)t.«   in   fund   ikhu   September  3. 

18G7.  lo  Xov.  SO,  1K«8, a,418,992  il 


t5.156,9»4  7-2 

I'liid  intfppst f  1,808,00.".  84 

I'rnuiiiins  piiid  as  I'lpiiv- 

aleut  for  coin, 49  !!•■ 

Loans  [.■deemed 2.414.81«  «4 

4.2l'2,S71  9« 

Hiilaitcc   in    fund   Xovciuber  ;tO, 
ISliS |0;J4,032  7« 

Ky  tlip  Hixth  sclion  of  tlu'  act  of  May  1«,  18«1,  a 
s]>('rial  tax  of  onc-lialf  mill  on  tlie  dollar  wiia  especially 
Hct  ajiai't  ffir  tlie  paynicut  of  tbe  interest  and  redemp- 
tion of  III.'  loan  .-real.'d  by  an  act  of  May  18.  1861,  en- 
(ill.'d  "An  .\.t  to  -li'atc  a  loan  and  provide  for  arm- 
iiift  Hie  Htat.'." 

Kalanie  .m  hand  SL-,»teniber  H.  18fi7.  . .        »319.9;t3  17 
The  r.M-fliitH  from  ii.'.id  tax  and  tax  on 

pr.ifs    receipts    froai    September    3, 

1S(;7.  t.i  Xovemb-r  :J0.  18118,  amount 

to 423.979  2« 

Total $743,912  37 

I  liter.  St  paid  in  .lan.Miy  and  Jnly.  18(!H,  1(19.245  Oil 

Balance  in   fund  November  30, 
18(:8 f  574.(ifi7  37 
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CONDITION  OF  BALANCES. 


Ueluitce  in  Biuking  lund 
November  3n,  1S08.  . . 

Balance  in  sinking  fund 
November  ao,  18IW,  . . 


Dedmit  balance  in  TieasiirJ,  November 
30,  ISfiS 


Balance  in  favor  of  sinking  fund, 


REDUCTION  OF  THE  STATE  DEBT. 


By  tlie  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  tlie  Sinking 
Fund  for  the  year  ending  September ;(,  1S6T,  the  "louiis 
redeemed"  amounted  to  ^fl,7'J4,569.oO,  and  by  Ibeir  re- 
port from  September  It,  1SG7,  to  November  :iO,  1868, 
<Uie  "louus  redfemed''  iiuKiimled  to  $;:.fl4,S16.(U,  luak- 
tnc  a  total  rednction  of  the  State  debt,  in  two  vears 
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PUBUC  DEBT. 

I'ublic  debt  oiitHluiidiiig  December  1, 

18l>7, 137,704,409  77 

Deduct    amount    redeemed    at    State 

Treasury  during  llie  liscal  year  end- 

iug  Xoveuiber  30,  1.S68,  viz: 

D  pel-  cent,  luaus, |4,354,253  64 

4^  per  cent,  loans, 03,000  00 

Itelief  notes  caiicelled,  .  210  00 

4,417,4*>3  64 

I'ublic  debt  December  1,  1808,.  $33,286,940  13 

Statenu-ut  stiowin};  the  condition  of  the  iudebtedness 
(if  tbc  Commonwealtli  on  tlie  fli-st  day  of  December, 
1868. 

Funded  debt,  viz; 

0  Iter  cent,  loans, 125,311,180  00 

5  pel-  cent,  loans 7,749,771  56 

4J  pel-  cent,  loans 112,000  00 

Total  funded, |33,172,9ol  56 

Unfunded  debt,  viz: 

Kelief  notes  in  circula- 
tion,     196,415  00 

Iiitei'ost  ceitiflcateM  onl- 
standing. 13,086  52 

Interest  certiflcates  un- 
claimed   4,448  38 

Domestic  creditors'  cer- 
tificates,      44  67 

Total  unfunded 113,994  57 

Total  funded  and  unfunded.  . . .  |33,286,946  13 

Which   in   the  amount  of   the   State  debt   as  before 
Htated, 
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Um-iu),'  llif  luHt  fij^liUi'D  jcius  tbiTL'  has  btm  car- 
ried upon  tlie  afi'Oiints  of  the  Auditor  Gi'Denil  mil) 
Stall'  Treasuver,  imd  m  tlu'ir  several  imblie  BtatemetitH, 
'■  depreeinted  funds  uiiKViulabU'"  to  the  tmiuunt  of 
fort.viiiic  tliontmiid  inid  tiiiilylwo  dniltii's.  I  ret-oni- 
iiiend  the  niJpoiutineiit  of  a  joint  committee,  bv  Ihe 
Legishiliire,  whose  duty  it  Mbiill  be  to  exaiiiitie  tin- 
daid  depi'(H'i<ited  .iiid  uuavaibittle  funds  and  di»jiosi> 
of  them  to  tile  best  iidvantune  of  Ihe  TreasHr.v.  or.  if 
found  lo  be  worthless,  to  nnieel  mid  det^troy  tliem,  no 
that  the  aceoiintiiig  4'iIleerB  may  be  relieved  riom'tlie 
necessity  and  rettptiisibility  of  annually  accoiintinR 
for  them. 

The  large  ea»li  babince  i-emaJDing  in  the  Tri-iisiii-y 
on  tiie  3Ulb  of  November.  IHB7,  lia»  been  used  for  the 
payTuent  of  the  tweiily-ibree  inilliou  loan  and  for  Ihe 
liquidation  of  oiitHrtinding  cluiui»  a};aiu8t  the  HIate. 
The  investment  of  liie  funds,  in  one  of  the  modus  rec- 
omtaended  in  my  last  annual  message,  has,  therefon-, 
in  a  great  measure  been  rendered  nniieci'ssai-v  for  the 
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aiiil  liu-  eiijo.vnu'ul  not  oiilv  iif  tlie  aii))rubalioii,  but 
tile  liH  iiiaiifiir  ;;i'atii>]di'  of  cvcrv  t-itizcn. 

NuUvith!<tati(liiig  llic  »ati»racturv  icdiKtion  of  the 
IMiblir  iiidi'bti'diiess.  as  Hhowu  in  the  ftnt'gu'uig  stat*"- 
iiioiitH.  an  iiuineiise  Slatt-  debt  in  »till  upon  ua.  reipiir- 
iiitl  nearly  two  luiHionx  of  doUai-»  to  be  .olh-cted  to 
|)iiv  the  inteieKl  acnMin;;  iiixm  it  aimoallv.  Its  extin- 
guislinunl  at  Ihe  \ii-liesi  iimiliiabh-  jieiiod.  not  in 
ronaislent  witli  othi-r  [mbiie  inli'it-jils,  is  of  Ihe  hij;h- 
est  ini))orlance  to  >'veiy  tax-iKiyer.  1  i-annot,  there- 
fore,  too  stioiinlv  "'gt'  the  strictest  eeononiy  in  re- 
s|iect  to  every  exiir-iiditiire  and  tlie  utmost  retreueh- 
iiient  in  every  depaMnient. 

Ketrenelinient  i»  emphatieillly  demanded  liy  the 
]:i  ojili'.  in  lefjiKbitive  expenditures,  as  w<'li  as  in  every 
oilier  liraneh  of  the  ^rovernnicnt.  Thi-ir  eyes  are  open 
lo  invesiittale  every  tnnisatlion.  and  by  tlii'ir  tmllots 
they  iii<'  ready  lo  strike  down  thoise  wlio  will  not  take 
ellVc'tive  action  in  favor  of  {lOHitivc  and  radieal  reform. 
.  Till'  money  paid  into  tlie  Treasury  is  tlie  propt'rty  of 
Ihe  people,  t-vciy  one  of  whom  lias  a  jusi  riybt  to  bold 
his  repii'sentatives  o  a  striet  aceounlaliilily  for  every 
dollai   llial  may  be  ajiproju-iated  or  expended, 

I  Jiere  renew  the  remarks  made  last  year  on  the  siib- 
jei-t  of  "annual  «pproprinti<mN,"  to  whieh  you  are  iv- 
(ipectfnlly  ri'ri-rred.  For  four  suceesKive  years  the 
(general  ajipropriathin  bills  have  been  sit;iied  on  the 
eleventh  day  of  April,  being  about  the  time  of  ad- 
journment. The  (lovernor  has  biH'n  foreed  either  to 
nian  the  bills  willioiil  proper  investij^atlon,  notwith- 
slandiuK  any  ol)jeeii<mx  he  may  have;  suspend  the 
means  to  defray  the  (>p<-rationH  of  the  (ioveriinient  for 
Ihe  ensuiufT  year;  ,)r  call  an  extra  session  of  the  Leg- 
it-lati;re.  T  repeat  tluit  "it  is  earnestly  desired  that 
Ihe  appropriation  bill  be  taken  np,  diseusged  and 
passeil  at  a  snttirienily  early  period  during  the  segsion 
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to   enable  it   to   receive  that   thoiougli   exammai 
whicfa  its  iraportauce  demantls." 

EDUCATION. 
COMMON  SCHOOLS. 

The  annual  report  of  tlie  Suiwrinfeiwlent  of  Com- 
mon Schools  exhibits  the  condition  of  tliat  departmcut 
in  a  highly  sutiafactory  maont-r.  VVithin  the  State 
there  are  1,918  school  districts;  13,7(je  Bchoote;  2.3S2 
graded  schools;  llfias  school  directors;  73  county, 
city  and  borough  iiuperintendents;  10.771  teachers; 
and  SdO.rilS  pupils.  The  coat  of  tuition  for  the  yf^r 
was  |;i,273.2fiy.4.^;  of  building,  piircliHsiug  and  rent- 
ing school  houses.  ¥1,991,152,55;  of  con  tin  gene  ies, 
flf854.2rx1.21.  These  three  itenia.  with  expenditures 
for  all  other  purpost-a  connected  therewith,  amount  to 
the  aggregate  sum  of  (!6.200,537.96. 

These  facts  are  exhibited  with  great  Hatiefaction, 
as  they  fihow  the  .iv'rii.iie  iinnu.nl  cnst  for  thi'  tiiilion' 
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dreii  grow  up  in  ignorjiiiee,  frequently  without  employ- 
ment, iiiid  many  of  iiiem  contract  habits  of  vice,  which 
eveiiHiaily  cuiise  them  to  be  committed  to  bouses  of 
lofuge,  county  pri'^ons  or  penitentiaries.  Humanity 
and  sound  public  j>olicy  demand  that  »ometbing  be 
doue  to  remedy  this  growing  evil,  and  also  that  of  the 
neglected  condition  of  considerable  numbers  of  chil- 
dren in  the  alms  and  poor  houses  in  many  of  the  coun- 
ties. 

Four  Normal  Schools  are  now  recognized  as  State 
institutions.  The  iiiiuiber  nf  students  attending  them 
during  the  past  year  wii«  2,115,  of  wliom  eighty  gradu- 
ated. Two  additioibil  Normal  Schools  will  probably 
go  into  operation  during  this  year,  one  located  at 
Bloomsbnrg,  Columbia  counly,  and  the  other  at  Cali- 
fornia, Washington  <ouiity.  The  value  of  these  insti- 
tutions to  the  common  school  system  cannot  be  esti- 
nmted.  Our  schools  are  comparatively  worthless  with- 
out qualified  teachers,  and  such  teachers  can  moat 
easily  be  ublaiued  I'loiu  the  Normal  institutes,  where 
the  art  of  leaching  if  uiade  a  si»eeialty, 

A  meeting  of  the  presidents  and  other  authorities 
of  a  number  of  our  principal  colleges  was  held  in  Har- 
risburg  last  winter,  the  object  of  which  was  to  bring 
about  a  closer  uuiou  of  all  our  educational  institutions, 
and  coniifct  by  a  bond  of  sympathy,  if  not  of  organic 
structure.  Ilic  common  schools,  high  school,  academies 
atid  lollegea.  The  ' stabliahment  of  such  an  educa- 
tional d<-partinent  i^'.-ms  to  bedi'sirable. 

Theie  is  no  subject  more  worthy  the  deliberations  of 
the  Legislature  than  the  promotion  of  the  welfare  of 
our  cnnuuon  schoolw.  They  immediately  underlie  the 
characliristic  fcatur.s  of  our  social  system;  they  are 
fountains  of  that  wide-spread  intelligence,  which,  like 
a  perennial  vitality,  pervades  the  nation,  and  are  nur- 
si'rics  of  that  inquiring  spirit  to  which  we  are  indebt^ 
for  the  purity  and  p.vservation  of  onr  free  institutions. 
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it  will  rt'adily  W  obsL-rvtMl  that  there  will  be  a  deficit 
for  Ihi-  year  (hiding  May  lil,  ISti'J,  the  aiuoiiut  of  which 
will  ln'  nuciully  auc'ilaiiied  aud  iH-eseiitt'd  to  the  Leg- 
islatui'i-  prior  10  the  close  of  the  pi-eseilt  seeMiOti. 

The  sclioolii  ai'e  all  in  guud  condition  and  improving, 
and  their  imefiilncHii  is  daily  becumiug  more  nianifeat. 
They  arc  among  the  iiumt  philanthropic  iuHtituliouu  of 
the  a^e,  and  reflect  iilgh  honor  un  the  patriotism  of  the 
hegiHlaliire  by  wliidi  llicy  liave  been  so  liberally  en- 
dowed and  npoii  our  people  by  whom  they  are  bub- 
taincd.  The  children  wlio  are  the  tucipient.-s  of  their 
benefils are  the  oir>i]iihig  of  brave  men  who  voluntarily 
cndaiiyercti  their  livcji  in  the  cause  of  their  country 
in  ilic  most  trying  Ihmr  of  its  exiHtence,  and  who,  glow- 
ing with  ]iatriotic  ardor.  fouf|i;lit  aB  bravely  and  at) 
heroically  as  the  noblest  men  in  the  world's  history. 
Thousands  of  them  who  left  their  homes  in  the  bloom 
of  hcallh  aud  with  ilie  brightest  hopes  of  manhood, 
uow  sleep  in  death,  leaving  their  widowe*  and  little 
<mcs  lo  tiie  care  of  the  country  in  whost?  service  they 
fell,  and  which  promised  them  its  protei-tion.  Their 
child) en  are  the  w.i;ds  of  this  great  Comniunwealtb; 
aud  too  much  praise  canuot  be  award<>d  its  people  for 
the  iiiiitiirKcnt  and  lender  luanncr  in  whi4-h  they  have 
llius  far.  Ihrougli  their  representatives,  discharged  the 
sacred  aud  delicale  Irnst. 

AGRICULTUHAI,  COLLEGE, 

Itefore  the  (ieucral  Coveriiment  appropriated  public 
lauds  to  the  scveial  Slafes  for  the  purpa-^-  of  ngricul- 
liiral  aud  niililary  ediK-ation  and  the  niechnuic  arts, 
and  priiii'  lu  tlie  tim<-  wiien  Pennsylvania  endowed  thi' 
Agricultural  (\dlege  with  her  share  of  these  lauds.  i1 
was  iic]peiident  wholly  upon  individual  influence,  with 
(ut  any  other  means  for  its  BUpport  than  its  own  earn- 
ings. Ilislnry  proves  that  seminaries  nf  learning  can- 
not be  efficiently  su'^taiued  by  their  own  internal  re- 
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sources.  Tlif  eduiiation  of  youth  in  the  higher 
branclies  of  kaowledi^e  seeius  to  rcfuiire  the  aid  of 
philantlii-opic  I'outributious.  Tlilu  iustitiitiOD  had  not 
these  beu<?fitB  to  any  adequate  extent,  aud  though  the 
board  of  trustees  bestowed  upon  it  the  most  anxious 
cai^,  their  7,eal  and  labor,  combined  with  those  of  its 
friends,  were  not  equal  to  a  contest  with  the  want  of 
meanM.  Hence  the  i^chool  did  not  command  the  con- 
Sdence  of  farmers  w.io  were  able  to  educate  their  bi 
and  who  could  not  t'orget  that  the  character  of  the  col- 
lege attached  to  the  ehai-acter  of  its  graduates;  aad 
that  its  failure  would  enter  into  the  estimate  which 
the  world  would  place  upon  the  education  it  bestowed. 
This  fejiture  has  jow  been  removed.  The  people, 
through  their  Legialature,  have  endowed  this  institu- 
tion with  the  interest  upon  a  fund  of  ;fai«.5l)0.00  (.in- 
vested in  United  StJitea  aud  Pennsylvania  State  six 
per  cent,  bonds),  payable  to  il  semiannually.  Last 
year  this  interest  amounted  to  |25,643.78.  The  rew- 
rtiH'  (if   the  fund.   *4;(,SSr;.r)(l,   lias  lieen   iijiproprialcd. 
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From  thf  ifpoil  of  llic  Adjutuul  Ufneral  you  will 
learu  tlio  cuLdttiou  ui  tlie  Military  Depuitmoiit.  The 
iDacttvity  in  milila;y  alTaii-s  ufttT  tbu  ceasation  of  hos- 
tilities and  upon  the  it;turu  of  pi'ace,  has  in  a  great 
meiisure  Lucii  diupolled,  and  au  tictive  mailial  spirit 
now  prtivails  throiigboiil  the  State;  moio  particularly 
in  I'liihulelphiu,  nhi  re,  by  a  special  legislative  enact- 
ment, tlie  minimum  uuniber  uf  men  required  to  form  a 
company  lias  Ih-i-u  reduced,  and  a  brigade  fund  is 
raised  by  a  lax  upon  tiuise  who  are  not  members  of  a 
mililary  ui'^aiii/.altun,  hut  liable  to  llie  performance 
of  military  duty.  I  rerouimeud  (lie  passage  of  a  simi- 
lar law  liir  the  wli.ile  Slute.  Foi'  ihe  silke  of  preserv 
iiig  llie  yreat  intinvhtw  involved,  which  include  the 
lives,  jiroperty  and  iiappiuess  of  our  people,  this  is  pre- 
sented lo  you  as  au  important  subject  for  your  delib- 
eration. 

Every  possible  encouragement  of  volunteers  lias 
been  alTonled,  and  iiolwithstaudiug  the  difficulties  in- 
dicated it  has  resulted  as  follows:  In  J8G(J  there  were 
eight  volunteer  companies  in  the  State;  in  1807,  thirty- 
eigiit;  and  in  IsiiS,  Kevouty-sevcn,  and  a  number  of* 
others  in  preparation  for  organization. 

]{y  a  reduction  of  the  number  for  a  company  from 
th.it  iKiw  required  ri^  an  aggregate  of  lifly  oflicevs  and 
men,  (-oiuiiauies  would  soon  be  nuntln  red  by  the  hun- 
dred, iiii\  of  which  i-oiild  easily  be  reeruiled  to  the  nnix- 
iiiiiiin  i;umlier  if  rei]iiire<l  for  active  service,  "the  Slate 
tlcit  ah\ay!i  mainiaius  the  highest  decree  of  prepara- 
tion, ac(  (impUshciiJ  ][\o<^  and  suiters  least  in  the  con- 
flict of  arms;  and  by  being  in  re-.idiness  it  often  pre- 
vents  imi)ro|R-r  en'TfiacIuuent  upon  li>'r  rights. 

The  Adjutant  (Sencral  presents  a  full  and  detailed 
statement  of  the  disbursements  in  his  department  dur- 
ing Ihe  year  ending  >'oveinber  30.  18fi8,  with  an  esti- 
nuite  for  the  neces^iry  appropriation  for  the  current 
60— v,.i.  viii— tih  Ser. 


Till'  exist)  net-  of  rln-  Mililiii-y  SUite  -\t;i-iiij  at  WosU 
iiigtoii  li-i'iuiiititt'(l  tiD  tbe  'dim  day  ut  July  tiist,  sit 
whicb  timt'  llif  npj]i-oi)iijitioii  fur  tin.-  ijajniifiit  of  its 
cxpiTBes  w«a  I'xliiiiistfd.  ilmli  berielit  resulted  to 
iiiiuiy  of  till-  si)l(iii'!f.  of  oiii-  Slali',  jiiid  (iii-ir  if|>n'- 
Bi'ntatiVL»8.  fiiim  this  affivc  iu  wlii<h  tiifii-  just  dnes 
from  tin-  I'liitcd  Slati-s  Itovernmeiil  were  fulk'clcU 
and  tTiiiisiiiiltcd  to  iliftu  fit-t'  of  fliargi-.  la  August, 
iiftiT  till'  agi'iii-y  cfiUM-il  to  exist,  theri'  Btill  ifiimiui'd  a 
considerable  iiiiuibe"  of  uiisettled  elnims.  and  as  no 
one  knew  moi"  aliotit  tlieir  i-ondilion,  ot-  conlil  possibly 
ottaiu  un  eailiiT  settlement  of  them  than  the  late 
ugciit.  Col,  L'uuk,  I  permitted  liiiii,  upou  liis  owii  offer, 
to  close  lip  the  hnsinefut  of  the  offlee.  and  to  tranwict 
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aftiT  tliis  iU'citnioii.  ii  is  jillen<'<l  Hint  fniudB  were  \K'V- 
pftralcd,  Hur[)<issiiij;  in  TiuiftiiitiKii'.  lifi-liapt*,  any  that 
liavc  bet'U  consiinimatcil  lieietofort'  in  llii'  liistoiy  of 
thf!  (Viiiiiiionweaitli.  Thi'se  frauds  have  demons  tinted 
tti«  nfcuswitj-  of  tlic  iiatisagc  of  soiiu-  law  or  laws,  that 
will  ac(omi»li»h  tlu'  (it-siri-d  ohjert.  without  bi'iiifj  aab- 
jept  to  the  ('xceplioiiablc  fcatuM-«  poiiiled  out  by  the 
learni.'d  ;;entli'im'u  who  pruiioinu-ed  tiii'  (»|)iiii(iii  of  the 
Siiprcim-  Bt-iKh. 

There  is  no  unlijerr  of  siiih  vital  imiiorranec  to  the 
whole  ((nintrv  a«  ihc  saiictily  of  the  ballot-box,  and 
Ihe  iiroUr(ioii  nf  all  liliz.eus  in  tlieir  riftht  to  the  elec- 
tive fraiiehise.  TIiik  iig\n  is  our  proudest  boasl.  it 
endows  Ihe  Aiueriean  ciliKeii  willi  a  freedom  and  a 
power  iicl  possessed  by  Ihe  stibjeet  (if  any  ollu-r  jj;ov- 
einment.  It  makes  hiiii  the  peei'  of  \\].<  fellow  man. 
whatevi  r  may  be  iiih  rank,  slalion.  or  position  in  life. 
To  be  de|)rived  of  it  by  any  means  wluiti'ver.  his 
hoastid  freedom  bcomes  a  sham — his  espeeial  and  ex- 
alted prerofialive  a  iimikery  and  a  faree.  What  avails 
il  to  the  i-ilizen  iliat  he  is  entitled  to  a  vote,  if  that 
\<He  is  to  be  nnlliri!-<l  by  friiud?  Sneh  ^nards,  then. 
shoiihl  be  IhidWii  around  Ibe  |iolls  as  will  eteetually, 
if  pos.'vible.  iireservi-  rbein  from  the  lainl  of  a  single 
illegal  vole.  Not  only  shonld  falss-  voMuj,'  be  severely 
pnnisliid.  bill  false  swearing  lo  obtain  a  vote,  be  via- 
jled  with  the  jiains  and  penallies  of  jii-rjiiry  and  willi 
perpetna!  disfranchisi'inent. 

The  people  mnst  b"  |ieifei-tly  free  to  regalale  tlieir 
jiublic  business  in  heir  own  way.  and  when  the  voire 
<if  the  iiiajoiity  is  lairly  and  clearly  ex)iresHed  all 
.  hoiihl  low  lo  it  as  i..  the  voice  of  l!od.  They  are  tlio 
^■ovel'ei^;n  rnlcrs.  and  their  will  mnst  he  the  law  of  the 
land.  CorrniJlion  of  sntTrage  in  a  re|>\ibliean  govern- 
ment is  the  deadliest  crime  that  ean  be  i>crpetrated; 
it  is  assassination  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  people. 
imd  will  lie  followed  by  a  deB|M>tism,  the  motive  power 
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of  wbifli  will  bL'  iuoiii.*y  iiiid  |ii'ijur.v.  And  if  Ibis  iiiivi- 
legt^  be  tampereil  with,  eouin'i-  or  lakT  the  sure  aud  in- 
dignimt  popular  coudemualion  will  bi>  ri'odered  and 
coQdign  puniuhiuent  ndiiilnislered.  All  good  eilizt^na, 
of  whatever  politimi  opiuion,  shuuld  lend  their  aid 
for  the  accomplisbmeiit  of  aay  and  every  measure  that 
may  teud  to  secure  to  each  voter,  not  only  his  riKlit  to 
the  elective  francbiae,  but  the  astturaut-e  that  bia  vote 
will  not  be  rendered  valueless  by  illegality,  corrnption 
or  fraud. 

Every  proper  fiicilily  for  the  naturalization  of  citi- 
Kena  of  foreign  birth  bbould  be  alforded;  but  the  Legis- 
lature, iu  itft  eombiaed  wisdom,  caa  surely  enact  some 
mode  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  a  single  vote  being 
cast  upon  spuriona  naturalization  pa^icrH,  aud  thus 
fully  sei'ure  the  purity  of  the  elective  franebi»c. 

REVISION  OF  THE  CIVII-  CODK. 
Tlie  commi8sioni>rfi  appointed  to  codify  the  atatote 
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most  iiii[ioKsibl(',  :inil  simiiuiis  comiiiiiiU's  caii  have  no 
existciicL'.  The  rc-siilt  of  the  protection  thus  afTorded. 
is,  th:it  whilst  foreign  conipanieB,  thus  protected,  do 
inimfiisi?  biidiu08tj  in  this  Htate,  ho  little  contideuee  in 
had  in  those  of  I'eniisylvtiDia  that  ttieir  business  is 
almost  entirely  conlined  within  the  State  liniitB;  and 
lately  some  of  them  have  withdrawn  their  agencies 
from  otiier  Stales,  because  no  risks  will  be  talien.  in 
consfi]iiencf  of  the  inat'eiiuacy  of  the  laws  to  aiford 
protection  lo  insurers.  To  this  defect,  moreover,  may 
be  attributed  the  ■)[i(ralions  of  the  number  of  worth- 
less comiiahii's  whicli  liave  suddenly  sprung  up,  with- 
out any  solid  basis,  and  as  suddenly  expired,  to  the  in- 
jury of  all  whose  confidence  they  obtained,  and  to  the 
dishonour  of  llie  Commonwealth.  Whilst  Pennaylva- 
tiia  itisnnuic"  companiis  transact  little  business  out- 
side ()f  the  Scale,  il  is  alleged  thai  fiireigii  life  insur- 
ance corajianies  aioni'  paid  taxes  last  year  on  three  mil- 
lion fight  hundred  thousand  ^olhirs  of  premiums  re- 
ceivKl  in  i'ennsyhania,  a  great  proportion  of  which 
would  be  confined  ro  this  State  if  the  same  jtrotection 
was  given  by  law  to  it.-*  citizens  as  is  afforded  by  other 
Stales.  The  re|)0i-t  of  the  Insurance  Dc]»artment  of 
Kew  York,  published  in  IfSliT,  shows  that  the  com- 
panh-s  which  were  doing  business  in  l!<OC,  in  Pennsyl- 
vania,* and  also  in  Xew  Vork,  had  risks  in  force  for 
more  than  five  ftionsand  million  of  dollars;  and  it  is 
believed  that  the  risks  iu  Pennsylvania  companies, 
which,  f<ir  «ant  of  a  proja-r  Insurance  Department, 
can  not  be  obiained,  would  swell  the  amount  to  over 
six  thousand  niiUio.i. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  and  of  the  costly  experience 
of  the  pioph^  who  have  been  imposed  upon  and  de- 
frauded liv  unsubstantial  and  ephemeral  companies.  I 
repeat  the  T;ccommr;nda(ion  made  to  the  Legislature 
at  its  lasl  ses,iion.  that  an  Insurance  Department  be 
established,  and  a  sui>enntendent  appointed  by  law. 
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who  sliall  havt»  siipinvisiuii  and  coutrol  ovim*  all  iusnr- 
aiUM*  comimiiit'8  allowed  to  transact  business  within 
the  State,  and  annually  publish,  under  oath,  full  re 
ports  of  their  transactions.  The  coniniunity  is  deeply 
interested  in  this  matter,  and  denninds  the  protection 
which  can  thus  only  be*  a  horded. 

NEW  HOSPITAI^  FOR  THE  INSANE. 

Th(»  coiuniission(*rs  appointed  by  an  act  of  the*  last 
session  **to  establish  an  additional  State  Hospital  for 
the  [nsane/'  hav(»  iotifie<l  uie  that  they  will  pnsent 
a  rejiort  of  their  proceedings  some  time  during  the 
pnitent  monlh,  whirh  will  be  communicated  when  re- 
ceived. 

DAMAGES   BY  RAIDS. 

In  accordance*  wi;h  an  act  of  the  last  session,  pr<i 
vidin;^  for  an  investig^ition  and  adjudication  of  tin* 
claims  of  citizens  of  st^veral  counties  *'whose  properly 
was  (i(  stroycd,  damage<l  in*  appropriat(Hl  for  th(*  j)ublir 
service,  and  in  tin*  •  ommon  defence  in  the  war  to  sup 
press  the  reb(*llion, '  a  commission  of  thret*  competent 
};(*nth men  was  appointed,  who  have  performed  the  al- 
hilted  duties,  and  will  >oon  make  a  Iiil  report  of  tlieir 
transactions.  . 

PARIS   EXPOSITION. 

I  hav(*  received  throujih  the  SiMitMary  of  State  of  tin* 
I'liited  States,  a  bronze  nn^dal  and  diploma  fi-om  the 
Imj)erial  Commissioners  for  tlu*  best  specinuMis  of 
Pennsylvania  anthiacitc*  coal  exhibited  at  tlu*  l*aris 
Exposition  in  ISfJT.  These  tributes  to  an  important 
branch  of  the  internal  resources  of  Pennsvlvania  have 
be(  n  assij;;ned  a  plaee  amon^  other  valuable  rtdic^  in 
the  Kxecutivt*  Chamber. 
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STATE   COAT   OF   ARMS. 

DitigL'ut  but  untsuucL'sHfiil  st.-arch  has  hct'ii  repeatedly 
made  for  the  coat  j£  arms  of  the  State,  and  for  tlie 
authorily  under  whii-h  the  jtreeent  design  was  estub- 
lished.  Jt  seems  that  for  years  jiawt  no  tnice  of  either 
the  original  authority  uv  design  could  anywlu're  hi 
found,  and  it  is  reeaiumeuded  tliat  the  l-cfji-shiture  take 
the  lu-iessaiy  steps  to  su|Ji)ly  the  oininxion.  by  snob 
means  as  they  in  tli-ir  wisdom  shall  determine. 

STATE  BENKKICIARIES. 

A  number  of  benevolent,  eharilable  and  other  wimi- 
lai"  iustitutious  anu.ially  receive  a])pro|)]'iatiunM  from 
the  Klate  for  their  ki.  |i|iort.  These  aiijiropriations,  iu 
most,  if  not  iu  all  easis,  appear  to  have  been  adei|ua(e 
lor  the  purjioses  to  v.Iiieh  it  was  iutendfii  they  should 
be  apiilJed,  and  are  's  liberal  as  eau  leasonably  be  ex- 
peeled  ill  the  piesent  eonditiou  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
State. 

THE    SUSQUEHANNA   FISHERIES. 

A  preliminary  rejioit  <m  the  Susiiuehimna  fisheries 
has  been  submitted  by  ("ol.  .lameo  Worrall,  Civil  En- 
gineer, (.'ommissioiier  uii<ler  the  act  of  the  Legislature 
in  reference  thereto.  There  are  some  facts  which 
should  be  embodied  in  the  report,  but  which  can  not 
be  ascertained  until  early  in  January,  reniiissiou  has 
therefoiv  been  granted  to  the  Conimissioni-r,  at  his 
reipiesl.  lo  [lostponi-  Ihe  stihmisj<ioM  of  his  regular  re- 
port until  Ihe  <'arlii'st  day  practicable  during  the  pres- 
ent nionlh. 

CATTLE  DISEASE, 

Til!-  prevalen<e    jf  eontatiioiis  or  epidemic  diseases 

among  catlle  and  other  animals  has  for  some  years 

jiast  betn  a  prolific  si.urce  of  anxiety  and  alarm  among 
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the  producers  and  cousumers  uf  uiealf  iu  maoy  of  tlie 
Bcu(cs.  It  was  iLcrefore  deemed  importaut  to  call 
a  convention  of  competent  persons  to  take  into  oou- 
Bidfration  the  means  best  calculated  to  romwly  lliis 
great  and  growing  avil.  This  convention,  composed  of 
three  comniiBSioners  each  from  the  fourteen  States 
represented,  appointed  iji  aceofdauce  wilh  an  agn-e- 
ment  by  the  weveral  Governoi«,  assembled  at  Spring- 
Held,  Illinois,  on  the  tirst  of  December  last,  and  an  uc- 
cotiiit  of  their  trnnHactious  is  herewith  presented. 

Wilhout  legislative  aiitbonty.  but  believing  my  ae- 
liou  would  be  samrtioned  by  Ihe  people's  represeuta- 
tivet*,  I  appointed  l)r,  Ulnun  ('oititon  and  Mtrssrs.  E.  C. 
Huutes  and  .\.  IJoyJ  Hamiltun.  com miNKi oners  to  rep- 
resent Pennsylvania  in  that  eouveulion.  These  gen- 
tlemeti  freely  yiiV"  rlu'h-  linn'  ami  expel- it- nee.  and 
also  incurred  a  pecuniary  expense  of  about  three  hun- 
dred dollars,  to  defruy  which  1  recommend  that  uu  up- 
pro|ii'ialiuu  be  iuud<-.  ^ 
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tiibuttd  ji ppropriate  to  sucli  a  dfpai-tmciit  aud  which 
in  a  f«w  vcaia  wo.iki  form  ait  iuvaltiable  eollfctioii. 
Under  logisiativu  diiection,  tlie  good  it-siiltB  would  be 
aliuoHt  iucutcuhible,  mid  are  required  by  the  progres- 
sive sjiirit  of  the  iigi.'  in  which  we  live, 

UES0L.UT10NS  OF  THE  VERMONT  LEGISLATURE. 

Your  attenliou  in  called  to  the  ueconipuuying  joint 
reBoltitiuuii,  pa»»ed  i.l  the  lust  sei$siou  of  the  Vermont 
lii^gisluture.  bearing  a  ju8(  tribute  to  the  late  Hon. 
Thaddeuit  Sti^M-'Uc.  Joint  resolutions  from  the  sauifi 
body  are  also  sent  ;.i>u,  which  I  regard  as  worthy  of 
your  courtideraiioii,  relative  to  the  a<-t  of  Cougreas 
"to  establish  and  inolect  Natioaal  <.'etiielerie.s,"  aud 
reeoni  111  ending  "to  ihe  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of 
I'eniisylvania  the  pussagi'  of  an  act  euiitowering  the 
board  of  conindssiunerti  having  charge  of  the  Soldiers' 
National  Cemetery  at  tiettysburg,  to  truuHfer  all  the 
right,  title,  interest  and  care  of  said  Soldiers'  National 
Cemetery  lo  the  (jencral  Government,  njtou  the  com- 
pletion of  the  same." 

IN  MEMORIAM. 
It  has  been  the  aisfortune  of  the  State  during  the 
last  year  to  hjse  by  death  two  of  lier  representatives 
in  the  Congress  of  Hi.'  nation.  Hon.  Thaddeiis  Sti-vena, 
of  the  Ninth,  and  lion.  Daiwin  A.  Finney,  of  the  Twen- 
tieth District.  Bo!li  were  natives  of  Vermont,  but  in 
early  life  selected  I'ennsylvania  for  I  heir  home,  and 
identified  Ihemwlves  with  her  interestw,  which  they 
were  chosen  to  guaid  in  the  Legislature;  and  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Couinioiiwealth  will  long  remember  with 
gratitude  their  faithful  and  eOicieul  services.  The 
firnt  went  down  to  Ills  grave  after  a  long  life  of  public 
usefuineBK  and  in  well  matured  honoi-s;  the  other  in 
the  prime  of  manhood,  which  gave  promise  of  a 
scarcely  less  brilliant  career. 
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PARDONS, 
Tlie  list  of  [nii'duiis  isstn'd  Uiiriiif;  [lie  |iii8t  jeiir  will 
Im?  fduiitl  aiiiimg  till-  |ni|ifiM  Iw  wliiili  jour  lUleiitiuii  iii 
i«alletl.  Thi'  [ii-int-jpal  r<>JiB(iu»  iiiioii  whii-ti  Ibty  wertf 
Jiased,  and  ttie  iiatu'-'^  uf  uoiuc  of  the  imimitietit  pcli- 
'tioiiera,  arc  given  in  evi-ty  cam.-.  That  a  few  iif  iht-so 
liardons  may  liayp  b'-t-u  UDwortkily  granted,  throogh 
miereprfSfiitatiuuH  of  relatives,  friends,  Byiiiimthizing 
Oeighbors  aiid  oihi-i'  iiitei-eRled  imrtiva,  Ihcri-  iu  no 
douLt,  imt  ill  tht-  luajovity  uf  iuKtances  it  is  certain 
tlrnt  11k-  fii'tH  mil  rnlv  jn«tili-'d  l.m  d'tiiaiidcd  Exit-ii- 
'tlvp  clfHiftny. 

j  Till'  wluih'  niiiiiluf  iif  aiiplii-iiliiiiiK  for  jiardnnH  dar- 
J  ing  III!'  vfiir  iiaa  (ktii  sixteen  hiitidi-cd  and  tweiity- 
I  Ihrei'.  The  iiiiiiiIk'i-  uf  punluuti  gi-aiilfd  in  that  tiiiif 
.'has  been  one  hiin(ln:i]  and  six,  wliidi  i»  u  little  itver  mx 
[and  a  half  per  cenl,  (if  those  pardoiied.  aliont  Jive  jirr 
M^iit  have  Iteeti  ag(it;i  brought  before  the  i-uurtK  in  eon- 
BPqiii'nre  of  their  rehirn  tti  Hie  i-dniniiKsioii  of  eriine. 


I  fnlU 


iipi- 


lutii 


ninv   lir   itillirli'il    lipo  I    111.  Ill  l|ilrss  ;llli1   ilrpniili'lll    I 
lives.  -.W.A   111..  :il-iF;ih'liW  :n„\  ;l  |,|ii.:l  Is  of  ri  I  i/i  u>   «l 

-Vhuun^  ,n..\  uj.|„-!..ishn„ .-..s,,,.,.,.      .\„,M 

..ver   J.-;    hi.    ,l,.i-i,.„    :n,.l    hiiiMMiir   ;,nd    ^,-m.|..i|. 
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|iiitriH  il.  Ills  iiiiijic  ami  rUnrsu'l*'!'  iiiiili(|iit  <t.  and  to  hiiH'lt 
vii-iihiit  iillat'ks  for  Un'  cxcri-isi'  (if  tliis  uioot  i  111  port  11 11 1 
tiud  Tiii'irilii!  iti-eiofj.n i VI-. 

Tin-  |)iii'(loii  leiKirt  will  I'xhibil  that  iiiaii.v  iiiHtanoe« 
ill  wiiirli  lOxt-iiitiv  'li'mi'iuv  has  bi't-ii  invoked,  yoiilli 
fill  pi isiiiiiTs,  chaidt-d  with  their  tirstl  offeiHi's.  iiiul 
rhoj^c  of  a  tiiviat  iharai  li-r,  have  been  tlic  i-ecipieiitw. 
The  oljjccl  (if  |)iiiiis!iiiieiil.  in  all  laseH.  Kboulil  not  he 
so  much  to  inllict  iitiiii  as  to  reform  tin-  mitTerer  and 
[Hi-vi-iit  rhc  i-epelilioi.  of  evil  d«eds.  This  fad  is  fri,-- 
i.iieiilli  losf  siyiit  of  in  imjiosiii^!;  |iiinishment  upon 
I'limiiiiits,  <-s|t"<ialty   wiien   iin-x|if]'ienc<'(l  yoiilhs  are 


slim   ii|i 


nth 


1  hai-dei 


\vhi-i{'  ils  ai-t.'«  an-  daily  langht  and  a  romance  thrown 
aroaml  its  (omniii'sion.  Instead  of  heinj;  improved, 
I  hey  come  foiih  al  !ln-  i-xpinilioii  of  their  ti'rius  of  sen- 
leiice  witli  the  loss  of  self-ri'SiM-cl.  their  mora!  senli- 
mints  hhinied.  and  |<rt'iiared  lo  iiracfiee  ii|)(in  society 
tile  infamous  h-ssons  they  havtr  learned,  JSuch  jmniHh- 
nieiits  lend  lo  iucii'.isc  rather  than  leBsi-u  the  (juantily 
of  crime.  When  houses  of  eoiivitidii  and  refonua 
lories  are  ((iiislrnct  -d,  or  a  projK-r  system  of  (-onlim-- 
iiiMit  and  pi'ison  discijiline  is  adopted,  thi-re  will  he  a 
material  decrtiise  <•(  crime,  and  com|iaralivfly  few- 
cases  to  demand  the  exercise  of  the  pardoning  power. 


COMMUTATION  OF  SENTENCES, 


Thcr. 


oiilii 


'd  in  the  rhihidelphia  n 

iii.-d    convicts,    niider 


■ath. 


nty  jirisoii 
nicncc  of 
xeciitioii  warrants  have  not  been 
issued:  ICdward  l'\ird.  s.-ntem-ed  llav  III.  isr.1;  Jerry 
Itixon.  .May  :!ii.  lS(i:!;  I'atrid;  Kiiim--au.  I-Vl.rmiry  !l. 
1S(W;  Newton  I'hanipion.  Deeemlier  1.  ISIJfi.  aod  Al- 
lied Ahxander  and  Hester  Vaiifilm.  July  3.  1868. 
Snccfssive  (Jovcrnors.  for  satisfactory  reasons,  have 
(>clined  to  order  the  execution  of  these  jiersons.  The 
la\v-re,|iiireN  thai  lli'^v  shall  Iw  executed  In  accordance 
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with  Ihf  si'iilc'Dcc.  itncouditionally  pardoned,  or  held 
ill  close  confinement  in  the  county  jail  diiriDg  life. 
The  latter  punielinifut,  with  the  iidditioual  embitter- 
meut  constantly  pn-ying  upon  the  miud  that  a  death 
warrant  may  at  any  moment  be  issued,  is,  iierhaps, 
the  Beverest  that  conld  he  inflicted.  It  would  be  both 
just  and  merciful  ro  give  the  Oovernor  imthonlj  to 
commute  the  scuti-uce  of  death  in  the  ab<ive  uametl 
cases  to  imprisonuieut,  at  laboi',  in  the  iH'Qitentiury, 
for  such  a  term  of  years  as  the  anielioratini;  circum- 
Btauces  may  seem  to  justify  and  demand.  One  of  the 
convicts  named  has  been  imprisoned  about  eighteen 
years,  and  althougli  it  might  not  be  advisable  to  eet 
him  at  liberty,  humanity  and  the  ends  of  justice  re- 
quire the  commutiition  of  his  sentence  in.  the  manner 
suggested. 

CONCLUSION. 
The  foregoing  suhjeets  have  been  deemed  of  BWffi- 


I 


iilt>.      .\Nni\    <ir    il.,- 
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that  the  people  liave  by  triumphant  majorities  forever 
settled  our  rontroversy  upon  certain  fuudaniental  prin- 
ciples. Parties  may  and  undoubtedly  will  arise  upon 
other  issues,  but  thi^re  can  be  no  future  struggle  about 
slavery.  Involuntary  servitude,  as  a  monopoly  of  la- 
bor, is  forever  destroyed.  The  monster  obstacles  to 
the  national  progress  has  been  removed,  and  hencefor- 
ward all  the  faculties  of  our  people  can  be  developed 
"withoiM  Ici  (jr  hinili'ance."  The  fair  and  exuberantly 
fertile  Whites  of  tlie  South,  heretofore  comparatively 
retrogressive  and  unproductive,  relieved  from  this  ter- 
rible curse,  with  the  inllux  oC  northern  immigration 
and  <-apiIal,  will  soon  heconie  the  rivals  of  their  north- 
ern sister  Stales  in  all  the  arts  of  peace,  and  additional 
market.-*  will  be  developed  in  which  to  exchange  the 
varied  products  of  the  heretofore  hostile  sections. 

Hardly  less  magical  has  been  the  effect  upon  other 
nations,  (iencral  Grant's  election  has  confirmed  the 
hopes  of  our  nation's  friends,  and  the  fears  of  its  foes 
in  the  Old  \Yorld.  It  supplements  and  seals  the  ver- 
dfct  of  arms  and  the  jirogress  of  r'publican  prin- 
ciples The  downfall  of  the  rebellion  in  the  United 
States  was  tiuickly  followed  by  the  great  civil  revolu- 
tion in  England;  the  peaceful  expulsion  of  the  last 
of  the  Bourbons  froEU  Spain;  the  unrest  of  Cuba;  the 
concei^siou  of  uion'  lihci'al  principles  in  (iermany;  and 
the  necessary  acipiicscence  of  the  Emi)eror  of  the 
French  in  the  re|iulilican  sentiments  he  fears  even  as 
he  has  betrayed  them.  What  are  these  but  the  echoes 
of  the  diie  catastrophe  that  has  overwhelmed  aristoc- 
racy in  the  United  Slates? 

Notwithstanding  the  importance  of  the  issues  in- 
volved in  the  Lite  caiivass,  and  the  bitterness  of  feeling 
as  well  ii.**  (lie  earncb^tuess  with  which  it  was  conduct- 
ed, its  termination  ;ias  liappily  met  with  the  acquies- 
cence of  nearly  llie  whole  people;  and  at  no  time  in 
the  history  of  tlie  nation  has  there  been  opened  be- 
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tutv  us  ji  bnglili'i'  [nosjici-i  of  ■•<jtitiuit(f(l  iHtn'i-  imd  iu- 
treasiug  jtcosinTit.v:  aini  we  liuvi-  no  grenti-r  i-iuise  for 
iiiiiviTKnl  t'oiigniliiliiliiiij  lliiiii  Tlial  no  diffiTt'nct-s  of 
<i))ini(iii  now  fxM  itml  ran  mulpriall^'  mar  uur  uu- 
lioiial  liiiii|)iin*ss.  nttiril  mii'  oiiwiird  inogre»».  or 
tliifiih'Ti  iln-  ]j(-iiri'  M-  |jiT)ii-liill>  (if  mil-  gnvcrnnn'iil. 

ill  riiiirlltKiiiTI,  Ii-'iliMl  lllf  Hi  Itlniirk  llial  the  voire 
of  Pcun«j!vaiiiii,  .im  wi'I!  as  thai  of  a  majority  nf  il»- 
Ktitt^H.  liiiH  lit  thi'  !>iiiliil-1iii.\  lauiliiitiii-il  III  Ihi'  wiiiOd 
Ihat  uil  tJiii-  uiiliiMial  iailfhtcdnt-MH.  iiii  maitfr  liiiw 
lii'avy  llu'  liui'di'ii.  \\ill  l»'  [iaid  iii'i'in'diii):  In  "llif  li-tu-r 
iiiid  K]>irit"  III  Mm-  i^r>'i-iii>'iils  iiiailc  and  cutt'i'i'il  inlu 
at  thf  tiuK-  1li<'  di'lit  wan  riuiiiiutid;  and  Ihat  in  thix 
as  ill  all  otliir  i'va;»t|s  our  iiidividtiai  and  uatifnial 
lioiiiir  "luiisi  and  :diall  he  {MCM'rvi'd:"  Ihat  we  aic 
determined  by  all  hniioviible  pu-anc  in  oiir  powep  to  ao- 
I'ure  ample  eneounigenieut  and  inotection  to  each  aud 
every  branch  of  Huuii-  Icduatiy,  and  every  manly  »-n 
terprlee  that  faDtributes  ca{iit«1.  labor.  »kill  and  in- 
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To  Ifssen  tliu  buiilens  of  the  people,  and  to  keep  the 
pxpeiis'.'s  of  the  State  as  ncarl.v  as  possibh'  within  the 
limits  of  its  absolute  iiecessities,  will  alwitytt  be  aiiioii^ 
the  chief  objects  of  wise  aud  just  legislation.  Let  us. 
then,  with  a  due  Beuse  of  our  obligations  and  high  re- 
sponsibilities, eudwivor  so  to  discharge  our  duties  as 
to  secure  the  gri'aiest  good  of  the  couiniunit.v  aud 
merit  the  approbation  of  Ilini  by  whom  our  (.'onimou- 
wealth  has  bei'u  so  abiindnutiy  blessed. 

JNO.  \y.  (lEARV. 
Executive  (.'hauiber, 

Harrisburg.  January  tJ.  lX(ill. 


PARDON  REPORT. 

For  the  information  of  the  Legislature  and  the  peo- 
lile  of  Pennsylvania,  the  following  reiKirt  of  pardons, 
granled  in  1S«8,  is  I'cspectfutly  submitted: 


[U(JCV.MKNT    OMITTKD.I 


960 


Papers  of  the  Governors. 


Tabular  Statement  of  the  number  of  pardons,  remis- 
sions of  finev*^  and  forfeited  recognizances  (with  the 
yearly  average),  restorations  to  <-itJzeiiship  and  death 
warrants  issued  from  the  year  ITJU  to  18G8,  inclu- 
sive, together  willi  the  names  of  the  Governors  bj 
whom  they  were  issued. 


Years.    Inclusive. 
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From  1791  to  1T01» 9 

IS'Nt  t(;    IV'.S 'J 
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"     i^'3"  t.)  IN.::. 6 

i}*;]*)  to  is.> 3 
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"     l^^^.  lu  is4>> 4 

•'      1S4II  to  i.s.-.i 3 

"       1S"2  t..  1^4 3 

"     is:,:,  I..  isr.T 3 

ik:.s  tu  iv«;ii 3 

l'-«;i  to  I^f:») 6 

ISllT  to  IStiS 2 
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10 
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L31 

By    Whom    Issued. 


Thomas  Mitnin. 
Thomas  M'Ktan. 
Simon   Snvder. 
William    Findlay. 
Joseph   Hiftster. 
John    A.    Shultz. 
GeorKe   Wolf. 
Joseph    Ritner. 
David  II.    iVrler. 
Kranrlj*    H.    Shunk. 
William  F.  J.ihnston. 
William   HiKler. 
James  I'oIhTk. 
Wiiliam  F.   Paoker. 
Andrew    G.    Ciirtin. 
John  W.  Geary. 


To  the  Assenil)ly  Vetoing  '\\n  Act  to  Exempt  Money 
Loaned  to  the  City  of  Reading  from  Taxation." 

Executive  Chamber, 
llarrisburg,  January  5,  1869. 
Gentlemen: 

AF'I  EK  (WKEFITL  GONSIDERATION  I  FIND  MY 
self  unahh^  to  approve  Senate  bill  No.  130(5,  en- 
lithnl  "An  act  to  exempt  money  loaned  to  the 
city  of  Reading  from  taxation.-' 
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Tbis  bill  is  so  diawii  as  to  be  wholly  retP08|)ective, 
and  therefore  of  no  iiratlical  advantage  to  the  city  of 
Heading  in  any  fiilnre  negotiation  of  bonds.  Even 
vi^vi'  it  otherwise,  it  it*  hy  no  means  clear  the  bill 
should  be  approved,  for  there  are  00  reasons  apparent 
why  this  oity,  or  th;'  holders  of  its  bonds,  should  be 
made  an  exception  lo  the  general  laws  on  so  important 
a  subject. 

But  without  arguing  the  genera!  nueetions  involved, 
it  is  sufftcient  for  ijnsent  purposes  to  know  that  this 
bill  (ould  resnlt  in  no  public  good,  and  only  to  the 
special  advantage  of  the  present  holders  of  the  city 
bonds.  They,  or  those  under  whom  they  claim,  hav- 
ing purphased  the  bonds  when  known  to  be  legally 
taxable,  there  is  no  eiiuity  in  the  claim  to  be  relieved 
from  burdens  which  are  common  to  all  taxpayers. 
Taxation,  to  be  just,  should  be  equal.  Special  legisla- 
tion is  one  of  the  evils  of  the  times,  and  never  is  it  more 
objectionable  than  vhen  it  proposes  to  grant  exclusive 
privileges  to  the  few  which  are  denied  to  the  many. 
JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Exempt  from 
Taxation  the  Property  o(  the  Pittsburg  Church 
Guild." 

Executive   Chamber. 
Ilarrisbnrg,  January  5,  1869. 
Cienflenien: 

SENATE  BILL  NO,  1(17.  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO 
exempt  front  taxation  the  property  of  the  Pitts- 
burg Church  (iuild,"  is  herewith  returned  with- 
out my  approval. 

There  is  a  constaut  pressure  on  the  Lejo^Iature  to 
61— Vol.  Vril— llh  Ber. 
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It  rauBt  be  maoifest  to  all  who  will  examine  the 
<]ue8tioii,  (bat  the  several  courts  of  common  plt-as  hare 
jurisdiction  to  incoiporate  library  companies  or  asso- 
ciatione,  aiider  the  acta  of  October,  1841),  and  26th  of 
March,  1SG7;  and  the  cuurts  having  this  power  con- 
ferred upon  them,  the  Legislature  bus  uo  authority 
to  pass  Hiich  euaclments.  by  ruatson  of  the  prohiblioii 
in  the  ninlh  section  of  the  eleventh  article  of  the  Con- 
Btitution. 

This  of  itself  would  re>]uire  the  withholding  of  Ex- 
ecutive approval;  I^ut,  in  addition  to  thin,  the  second 
section  of  the  bill  authoriaes  this  library  company  to 
erect  a  market  house.  The  twenty-flfth  section  of 
the  first  article  of  Uie  Constitution  prohlbita  the  cre- 
ation' of  more  than  one  rorjioration  by  any  one  law; 
and  the  eighth  sectiou  of  the  eleventh  article  declares, 
that  'no  bill  shall  be  passed  by  the  Ij<^islature  contain- 
ing more  than  one  bubjei;t,  which  shall  be  clt-arly  ex- 
prewipd  in  the  title."  It  ia  too  clear  for  argument,  that 
(his  titlf  and  secoml  section  ;ir.>  in  pliiiii  violation  of 


I  pr. 


JNO.  \V.  (ilvVRV. 


T(i  the  A-;,cni1ih-  \'cl<-in^-  -An  \ot  to  Autlinri^c 
and  I'.nipnwor  the  S^-hnnl  niK-clni.;  nf  L.Hi-sw.Tmp 
Town^^hil).  Hcrks  Onnity,  m  [.i-vy  a  li.nnily  Tax." 

L:\ccLiliv.'  Cliamh.T. 
IlarrisliLur.  -laniinry  -■■.,  IStii). 
•  ii'r.tli'tiH'u: 

HI.UKW  I'I'll   IS  JtinTHNI':!!,  WITIMITT  MV  Al'- 
piov^il.  Ill  111.'  llniisc  in  uliiih  il  ori^'inat.'.!,  Srn 
:i1<-  l.iil  No.  IIIK.  ('ii<JII''(l  "An  arl   lo  aiitlioi-i>^.- 
aiHl  fiupoH.-i-  (lii's.-l.ool  .]iMT(.-rs  of  l-oiif-swauii)  I"wti 
siiip,   !!.Tks  .-..unlv.  lo  levy  ;i  ln.iiiily  lax." 

Tills  l.iil.  as  iudii-ali'd  l.v  the  lill.-.  aiiiiionKcs  tli.^ 
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lirocure  exemption  fi-om  the  ordinary  burdens  of  taxa- 
tion; and  from  no  eoiircc  iu  this  claim  more  strongly 
urged  tlinn  from  the  various  religious  denominations. 
A  friendly  regard  for  these  has  long  since  resulted  in 
a  pretty  general  eseniption  from  taxation,  of  all 
ehurehes  and  parsonages,  without  regard  to  value; 
and  in  my  judgment  this  is  far  enough  for  the  Legisla- 
ture to  go  in  this  direction.  In  legislation,  as  In  most 
otlier  matters,  equality  is  justice;  and  whilst  the  re- 
ligions sentiment  of  the  people  should  be  encouraged 
in  every  proper  way,  it  is  against  the  theory  of  our 
government  to  make  legal  discriminations  in  favor  of, 
or  against  any  class  of  our  people.  The  poor  man, 
who  has  but  an  humble  shelter  for  himself  and  hie  fam- 
ily, is  required  by  law  to  bear  his  proportion  of  the  pub- 
lic burdens;  and  I  know  of  no  sound  principle  by 
which  a  church,  or  religious  association  can  justly 
claim  U<  be  i-elieved  from  taxes  on  llieir  cliurch  and 
parsonage,  and  then  a  further  exemption  for  additional 
estate  worth  fifty  iliousand  dollars,  as  proposed  by 
this  bill.  Giving  due  regard  to  both  "the  law  and  the 
prophets,  and  to  the  weightier  matters  of  judgment 
and  faith,"  we  should  all  at  the  same  time  "render  unto 
Caesar  the  things  thjt  are  Caesar's." 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate  the 
Park  Hail  and  Library  Company." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  5,  1869. 
Oentlenien: 

BILL  NO.  1753,  1<:KTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  INCOB- 
porate  llie  I'liik  hall  and  library  company,"  is 
herewith   ret-irned  to  the  Senate,  in  which   it 
onginatiHl,  with  my  objections. 
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school  directors  of  the  district  named,  to  levy  a  bounty 
tax,  as  if  no  such  tax  had  been  heretofore  imposed. 
But  paj)ei*e  submitted  to  me  by  those  opposed  to  the 
bill,  clearly  show  thdt  three  bounty  taxes  have  already 
been  assessed  by  the  school  directors  of  the  same  town- 
ship, amounting  in  the  aggregate,  with  other  moneys 
raised  for  the  same  purpose,  to  the  large  sum  of  seven- 
ty-four thousand  seven  hundred  and  eixty-two  dollars 
(|74,762).  Remonstrances,  signed  by  two  hundred  and 
twenty-four  citizens  of  said  township,  earnestly  pro- 
test against  the  approval  of  the  bill,  on  the  ground 
that  said  school  directors  have  persistently  refused  to 
settle  their  accountt^  and  give  satisfactory  exhibits  to 
the  tax-payers,  that  the  large  sums  of  money  already 
raised  have  been  honestly  and  properly  applied  to  the 
purposes  intended.  The  fact  that  so  much  money 
has  been  heretofore  raised  for  so  worthy  an  object, 
evinces  a  laudable  disposition  to  do  right;  and  the  un- 
usual number  of  si/^'uers  to  the  protects,  and  the  rea- 
sonable grounds  on  which  they  are  based,  have  im- 
pressed me  with  the  justice  of  the  opposition.  Let 
the  proper  exhibits  be  made,  and  the  accounts  for  past 
years  be  all  settled  up,  so  that  it  may  be  certainly 
known  whether  any  more  money  is  needed,  and  how 
much.  The  Legislature  can  then  act  intelligently  in 
the  premises;  and  it  is  presumed  no  serious  harm 
would  result  from  the  consequent  delay. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Authorize  the 
Auditor  General  to  Re-open  and  Re-settle  the  Ac- 
counts of  the  Commonwealth  With  the  County  of 
Montour,  for  State  Tax  for  the  Year  One  Thousand 
Eight  Hundred  and  Sixty-two." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  5,  1869. 
Gentlemen: 

SENATE  BILL  XO.  1801),  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT 
to  aiitboi'ize  vbe  Auditor  General  to  re-open  aad 
re-settle  the  a^icounte  of  the  Conimonwealtb  with 
the  county  of  Moutour,  for  Stale  tax  for  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two,"  is  herewith 
returned  with  my  objections.  Ob  inquiry  it  appears 
that  no  special  reason  exists  why  the  county  of  Mon- 
tour bihould  have  a  le-settlement  of  the  accounts  be- 
tween her  and  the  Commonwealth,  for  the  year  1862, 
or  for  any  other  year.  The  same  law  exists,  and  the 
same  mode  of  settlement  has  been  adopted  for  all  the 
counties;  and  it  is  believed  that  in  this  as  in  most 
other  cases  of  legi'ilation,  equality  is  justice. 

Moreover,  since  ^he  passage  of  this  bill  I  approved 
the  act  of  Inth  April,  1808,  entitled  "An  act  authoriz- 
ing the  Auditor  General  to  open  and  re-state  the  ac- 
count of  the  aevcral  counties  with  the  Commonwealth," 
by  which  the  accoimts  with  all  the  counties  were  re- 
opened, and  the  amounts  fixed  by  the  board  of  revenue 
commissiojiers  reduced  on  each  county  fifty  per  cent, 
for  each  of  the  years  LSGO,  1807,  and  1808.  In  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  the  Treasury  more  than  this  sheuld 
not  be  asked,  and  if  asked,  should  not  be  granted. 
JNO.  W.  GEARY. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Extend  the 
Time  for  the  Payment  of  the  Enrolment  Tax  on  an 
Act  Entitled  *An  Act  to  Incorporate  the  Girard 
Tunneling  Gold  and  Silver  Mining  Company/  " 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  5,  1869. 
Gentlemen: 

HEREWITH  IS  RETURNED,  WITHOUT  MY  Ap- 
proval, Senate  bill  No.  1738,  entitled  "An  act 
to  extend  the  time  for  the  payment  of  the  en- 
rolment tax  on  an  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  incorporate 
the  Girard  Tunnelinij  Gold  and  Silver  mining  com 
pany,'  approved  April  10,  1868."  Under  the  general 
law  upon  the  subject  one  year  i»  allowed  within  which 
to  pay  the  enrolment  tax  on  any  act  of  Assembly. 
Hei*etofore  it  has  bet.n  usual  to  extend  this  period  an- 
other year.  Numerous  special  acts  have  been  passied 
for  this  purpose;  and  last  session,  by  a  general  law, 
another  year's  time  for  payment  wa®  granted  in  all 
such  cases.  Whilst  said  general  law  is  in  full  force 
this  special  enactment  projvoses  to  extend  the  time 
on  this  particular  <!ori)oration  for  two  years.  I  know 
of  no  good  reason  for  this  departure  from  the  general 
rule,  and  am  disinclined  to  encourage  tardiness  in  ©uch 
payments,  or  to  allow  greater  indulgence  than  hereto- 
fore. 

At  best  the  annual  volume  of  statutes  is  discredita- 
bly large;  and  the  passage  of  laws  not  needed,  and 
then  every  year  enacting  others  postponing  their  oper- 
ation, is  worse  than  useless. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


John  White  Geary.  967 

To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Authorize  the 
Trustees  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of 
Ebensburg,  Cambria  County,  to  Sell  Certain  Real 

Estate." 

Executive  Chamber, 
UarriBburg,  January  5,  186!t. 
Gentlemen: 

SENATE  BILL  NO.  1374,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO 
uiitiiorize  the  Cnisteee  of  the  First  Congregational 
church  of  Eheusbiirg,  Cambria  coiiuty  to  sell  cer- 
tain real  estate,"  Is  herewith  returned  with  my  ob- 
jections. It  belong  to  that  general  class,  over  which 
the  courts  have  jurisdiction  and  the  Legislature  has 
not.  The  act  of  18th  of  April,  1853,  and  its  supple- 
ments, cover  all  sui-h  cases;  and  the  ninth  section  of 
the  eleventh  article  of  the  Constitution  prohibits  all 
legislative  interference.  Even  where  the  grantees  or 
trustees  are  dead,  which  does  not  appear  from  anything 
stated  in  this  bill,  the  courts  have  ample  authority  to 
appoint  others  in  l:heir  places  to  make  sale  and  con- 
veyance. These  genera!  laws  were  carefully  prepared 
to  guard  the  interesits  of  all  concerned,  and  the  prac- 
tice under  them  is  i\eil  established.  They  have  been 
approved  by  an  experience  of  over  fifteen  years,  and 
aside  from  all  constitutional  objections,  such  special 
enactmenta  for  iudi\idual  cases  are  against  sound 
public  policy. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate  the 
Pennsylvania  Express  Company/' 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  5,  1869. 
Gentlemen : 

SENATE  BILL  NO.  1558,  entitled  "An  act  to  incor- 
porate the  Pennsylvania  express  company,"  is 
herewith  retu^'ued  with  my  objections. 

In  the  tlrst  placi?,  although  the  bill  covers  four 
closely  written  pagcB,  and  has  all  the  essential  features 
of  a  corporation  for  ihe  purpose  indicated  by  the  title, 
everything  is  crowded  into  one  section,  without  even 
a  paragraph  to  separate  ite  various  parts.  Every  bill 
of  this  length  should  be  divided  into  scM^'tions,  each  one 
including  some  one  or  more  general  and  homogenous 
features  of  the  law.  Whilst  this  omission  alone  would 
not  be  sullicient  cause  for  withholding  Executive  ap- 
proval, it  certainly  iiidicates  crude  and  imperfect  leg- 
islation. 

The  last  proviso  very  properly  prohibite  the  com- 
pany from  selling  -/r  disposing  of  its  corpomte  fran- 
chises to  any  other  express  companj-;  and  yet  in  an- 
oth€»r  part  of  the  bill  is  the  following  provision:  *The 
said,  corporation  «hall  have  the  right  •  •  »  ♦  ♦ 
to  consolidate  or  merge  its  stock  and  franchises  with 
those  of  any  company  or  corporation  organized  under 
the  laws  of  this  State  or  of  any  other  State,  upon  filing 
a  certificate  of  the  said  consolidation  or  merger  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth;  and  the  corpora- 
tion created  by  the  said  consolidation  or  merger  shall 
be  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  conferred 
by  this  act  upon  the  corporation  hereby  created." 

This  i>ro virion,  in  my  judgment,  not  only  nullifies 
the  before-mentioned  proviso,  but  undertakes  to  do 
what  is  beyond  the  power  of  the  legislature.  Sup- 
pose, for  example,  ihe  merger  or  consolidation  should 


t, 
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be  with  a  company  i-reated  by  and  doing  buBinesa  un- 
der the  \s\vts  of  flDotlier  State.  By  what  authority  can 
the  Legislature  of  i'ennsylvania  uudertake  to  confer 
powt'18  and  privilfges  on  such  a  corporation,  or  give 
force  and  elTect  to  .statutory  provisions  beyond  the  lim- 
its of  the  State?  So  far  as  my  linowledge  goes,  tlie 
nildest  enthusiast  'or  the  doctrine  of  State  rights  has 
never  before  clainieil  the  riglit  of  one  State  to  legis- 
late for  another.  A  due  regard  for  the  rights  of  our 
sister  States,  and  the  desire  to  deserve  and  perpetuate 
frienuiy  relations  ^ith  them,  forbid  such  legislation 
as  this. 

Moreover,  this  bill  requires  all  other  transportation 
I'ompanies  to  "receive  and  forward  all  cars,  freights, 
goods  and  niercJiaadiKe  or  express  matter,  tendered 
thereto  by  said  express  company  or  its  agent,  to  the 
point  of  destination  or  transhipment  of  the  same,  with 
as  much  dispatch,  and  at  rates  as  low,  and  with  draw- 
backs as  great,  as  ar<j  awarded  by  such  railroad,  canal 
or  transportation  company,  to  any  other  express  com- 
pany, or  forwarders  of  express  matter,  under  a  penalty 
of  two  hundred  dollars  for  each  and  every  refusal  or 
neglect  so  to  do.;' 

This  strikes  me  as  unauthorized  interference  with 
I  he  rights  of  other  companies.  They  are  allowed,  by 
their  charters,  to  charge  certain  rates  for  care,  freights 
and  transportation;  and  it  is  lawful  for  them  to  mod- 
ify and  change  these  rates,  as  the  exigencies  of  trade 
may  require,  provided  the  charges  are  not  in  excess  of 
the  rates  fixed  by  their  charters.  But  this  bill  pro- 
poses to  compel  them,  under  heavy  penalties,  to  carry 
al  less  than  their  '.;hartered  rates,  and  thus  virtually 
provides  new  schedules  of  charges  for  freight,  cars  and 
transportation,  for  every  railroad,  canal  and  trans- 
jiortation  company  in  the  Commonwealth.  The  courts 
have  long  since  held  that  these  charters  are  contracts 
between  the  State  and  the  corporations,  and  within  the 
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protection  of  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  which  prohibits  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States  from  passing  any  law  impairing  the  obligation 
of  contracts. 

For  these  reasons  the  bill  is  respectfully  returned, 
without  my  approval,  for  the  further  consideration  of 
the  liegielature. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporati 
the  National  Cottage  Company/'  and  "An  Act  tc 
Incorporate  the  West  Philadelphia  Improvement 
Association." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  5,  1869. 
Gentlemen: 

HEREWITH  ARE  RETURNED,  WITH  MY  OB- 
jections,  Senate  bill  No.  745,  entitled  "An  act 
to  incorporate  the  National  cottage  company," 
and  Senate  bill  No.  1807,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorpor- 
ate the  West  Philadelphia  Improvement  association." 
It  is  manifest,  from  a  i>erusal  of  these  bills,  that  the 
corporations  they  create  are  both  substantially  build- 
ing associations,  and  ihe  titles  would  set  m  to  have  been 
©elected  with  a  view  fo  exclude  them  from  the  constitu- 
tional prohibition  hereinafter  referred  to;  but,  in  such 
matters,  substance  is  more  to  be  regarded  than  names 
or  forms.  The  ninth  section  of  the  eleventh  article 
of  the  Constitution  Is  as  follows: 

"No  bill  shall  be  passed  by  the  I^egislature  granting 
any  powers  or  privilegee,  in  any  case,  where  the  au- 
thority to  grant  such  powers  or  privileges  has  been, 
or  may  hereafter  be,  confererd  upon  the  courts  of  this 
Commonwealth." 
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By  the  acts  of  13th  October,  X840,  22d  April,  1850, 
12th  April,  1859,  and  26th  April,  1857,  the  courts  of 
common  plea&  of  the  several  counties  are  authorized 
and  empowered  to  lucorporate  building  associatioua; 
and  hence  the  LegiRlntiire  baa  do  jurisdictioii  in  the 
pi-emises.  In  addition  to  the  ordluai-y  powers  and 
privileges  of  building  aBSOciations,  theve  corporations 
are  also  to  be  investi^  "with  the  privilege  of  construct- 
ing and  using  such  other  works  and  improvements  as 
may  be  deemed  expi;dient  and  proper  by  them." 

TIiIh  jibniseology  I  regard  as  too  vague  and  uncer- 
tain to  give  character  to  the  corporation,  and  it  is 
even  doubtful  whetliev  the  courts  could  hold  such  lan- 
guage as  conveying  i'ny  powers  whatever;  much  less, 
to  exempt  tlie  asaociatious  from  the  constitutional  pro- 
hibition. 

The  Legislature  linving  made  ample  provision,  by 
general  laws,  for  the  incorporation  of  such  associations 
by  the  courts,  it  is  not  only  a  violation  of  the  Consti- 
tution, but  against  public  policy,  to  make  special  en- 
actments for  every  individual  corporation.  It  would 
cover  the  statute  books  with  local  laws,  create  an  in- 
finite diveraity  of  enactments  upon  a  subject  on  which 
the  laws  should  be  uniform,  and  would  practically 
evade  and  nullify  the  general  taws  which  have  stood 
the  test  oxi>erience  ;ind  by  which  all  such  things  should 
be  regulated. 

Moreover,  it  would  induce  our  citiaena,  on  the  faith 
of  charters  the  Legi;ilature  has  no  constitutional  poTver 
to  grant,  to  invest  their  means  in  pretended  corpora- 
tions, only  to  find  out,  when  too  late,  that  they  were 
created  without  authority  and  were  consequently  null 
and  void.  Executive  approval  can  give  no  validity  to 
unconstitutional  enactments.  Our  people  have  the 
nght  to  protection  from  such  legislation  as  this;  and 
Ihe  bills  are,  therefore,  returned  with  these  objections. 
JNO.  W.  GBABT. 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  Wien  Forney  State  Li- 
brarian. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  February  2,  1861). 
Benatora : 

IN  CONFOKMJiTr  N\  ITII  TUE  ACT  OF  THE  GEN- 
eral  Assembly,  approved  the  25th  day  of  January, 
A.  D.  1854,  1  do  hei-eby  nominate  and  i^ppoint,  for 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  Wien  Forney, 
Esq.,  of  the  county  of  Dauphin,  to  be  State  Librarian, 
for  the  period  of  three  yeai's  from  the  flii'st  Monday  of 
February,  instant. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


To  the  Senate  Concerning  the  Investment  of  State 

Funds. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  February  2,  1869. 
Gentlemen : 

I  HAVE  THE  HONOR  TO  ACKNOWLEDGE  THE 
receipt,  through  the  CU^rk  of  your  honorable  body, 
of  a  copy  of  the  following  resolution,  passed  on  the 
twelfth,  ult.,  to  wit: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  sub- 
mit some  plan  to  the  Senate  to  secure  the  State  from 
loss  by  the  accumulation  of  large  amounts  of  surplus 
funds  in  the  Treasury." 

In  reply,  I  beg  leave  to  direct  your  attention  to  my 
message  of  January  8,  1868,  in  which  I  say:  "The  bal- 
ance now  in  the  Treasury  might  be  rendered  productive 
by  being  invested  In  the  bonds  of  the  State  bearing 
six  per  cent,  interest;-'  and  to  the  message  of  January 
0,  1865),  where  I  remark:  "Whenever  there  may  be  sur- 
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plus  funds  in  the  Treasury  they  can,  with  safety  and 
benefit  to  the  State,  be  employed  in  the  purchase  of 
its  outstanding  bouda,  and  in  saviug  the  intei-est  on 
them  which  would  accumulate  prior  to  their  maturity." 

Since  making  the^u  suggestions,  and  maturely  delib- 
erating upon  the  subject,  I  have  seen  no  reasoB  to 
change  my  mind  in  rt-lation  thereto,  and  now  most  re- 
KiK'itfully  submit  the  same  plan,  moiv  esjKfciuUy  set 
forth,  an  follows: 

By  reference  to  the  printed  report  of  the  Auditor 
(Jeiiei-al  for  the  present  year,  under  the  head  of  ''Pub- 
lie  Loiins,"  pages  IS-I  and  18fi,  you  will  perceive  that 
there  ai-e  State  loans  overdue  to  the  amount  of  four 
hundrc^Hl  and  eighty-seven  thousand  one  hundred  and 
fifty-nine  dollars  and  seventy-nine  cents,  and  that  on 
the  lat  of  July,  1S70,  a  debt  of  one  million  six  hundred 
and  forty-two  thoH*iand  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
dollars  and  twenty-iine  cents,  and-on  Februai-y  1, 1872,' 
a  further  sum  of  five  million  dollai's  will  fall  due,  to 
the  liquidation  of  which  the  surplus  funds  in  the  Treas- 
ury could,  with  givat  propriety,  be  applied.  This  in- 
debtedness is  held  in  bonds  bearing  interest,  and  it 
will  readily  be  perceived  that  this  interest  will  be 
saved  to  the  State  upon  whatever  amount  of  these 
bonds  may  be  redeemi^d  in  (he  manner  proposed,  and 
the  State  be  saved  from  all  risk  of  "loss  by  the  accumu- 
lation of  large  amounts  of  surplus  funds  in  the  Treaa- 

Very  jefepecffully  submitted. 

JNO.  W.  GEABY. 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  S.  B.  Kieffer,  M.  D.,  a 
Trustee  of  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital. 
Executive  Chamber, 
Harriaburg,  February  3,  1869. 
Senatora: 

I  DO  HEREBY  NOMINATE,  FOK  THE  ADVICE 
and  eoBHent  of  ibe  Beuute,  in  couformity  with  the 
requiremontB  of  the  lifth  sectiou  of  the  act  of  the 
General  ABsemblj,  iipproved  April  14,  A.  D.  1845,  es- 
tabliBhing  au  asyluiu  for  the  iusaue  poor  of  the  Com- 
monwe-aUb,  S.  H.  Kieffer,  M.  D.,  of  the  couuty  of  Cum- 
berlaud,  to  be  a  trustee  of  the  IVnuAytvauia  State  Lu- 
natic Hospital,  for  the  unexpired  term  of  William  Low- 
Iher,  Esq.,  reBigoed. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Trustees  of    the  State 
Lunatic  Hospital. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harriaburg,  February  12,  1SG9. 
Benators : 

11)0  HEREBY  NOMINATE  FOR  THE  ADVICE 
and  (consent  of  (lie  Senate,  in  conformity  with  the 
i]UM'enient3  of  t\ii^  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  Assem- 
bly of  the  14tb  day  of  April,  A.  1).  184a,  establishing  an 
asylum  for  the  insaue  poor  of  the  Commonwealth,  the 
following  uiimed  persons  to  be  trustees  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania State  Lunaiio  Hospital,  viz:  F.  B.  Penmman, 
Esq.,  of  the  county  >)f  Allegheny,  George  Bailey,  M.  D., 
of  the  city  of  I'liiludelphia,  and  Jacob  C.  Romberger, 
Esq.,  of  the  county  ol  Dauphin,  for  the  term  of  three 
jx'ara  each,  to  be  computed  from  the  Ist  day  of  Febru- 
ary la«t  past. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 
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To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  a  Resolution  of  the 
Congress  ,of  the  United  States  Proposing  a  Fif- 
teenth Amendment  to  the  Federal  Constitution  Re- 
moving Restrictions  to  the  Franchise. 

Eieciitive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  8,  1S69. 
Gentlemen: 

I  HAVE  THE  HONOK  TO  TRANSMIT  HEBE- 
with,  for  the  cou»i  deration  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, a  duly  att'fslpd  copy  of  a  couturrent  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  und  UouHe  of  BepresentativeB  of 
the  United  States  <il'  America,  entitled  "A  resolution 
pi-opoBing  an  aiueDdiiieut  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,"  this  day  received  from  the  State  De- 
partment, Washington,  D.  C. 

I  cordially  approve  this  action  of  the  National  Con- 
gress, and  iuhesitatingly  reeommeud  the  prompt  rati- 
fication of  the  same  by  the  Legislature. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


CIHCULAR. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  February  27,  1S69. 
To  HIb  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  State  ot  Pennsylvania, 
Harrisburg.  Pennsylvania: 
Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  an  attested  copy  of  a  r«so- 
lutloQ  o(  CoDgreEg.  proposing  to  the  Legislatures  ot  the  several 
States  a  fldeenth   article  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.    The  decisions  of  the  several  Legislatures  upon  the 
subject  are  required  by  law  to  be  communicated  to  this  E>e- 
partment.    Ad  acknowledgment  ot  the  receipt  ot  this  communi- 
cation [s  requested  b; 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  eervant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SHWARD. 
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UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 
DepartmeDt  of  State. 
To  all  to  wbom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting; 

I  certify,  tbat  aDoezed  Is  a  true  copy  of  a  concurrent  reeolu- 
tion  of  Congress,  entitled  "A  resolution  propoElog  an  amead- 
ment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,"  the  orlgiual 
of  which  resolution,  received  to-day,  is  on  file  in  this  Depart- 
In  testimony  whereof,  I,  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  United  Statee,  have  hereto  suhacribed  my  name  and 
caused  the  seal  of  the  Department  of  State  to  be  amied. 
[U  S.]     Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  27tb  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, A.  D.  1S69,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States 
of  America  the  ninety-third. 

WIL.UAM  H.  SEWARD. 
[Concurrent  resolution,  received  at  Department  of  State,  Feb'y 
27,  1S6S.] 

A  RESOLUTION  PROPOSING  AN  AMENDMENT  TO  THE 
CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  (Iwo-thlrdB 
of  both  bouses  concurring,)  That  the  following  article  be  pro- 
posed to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which,  when 
ratified  by  three-fourths  of  said  Legislatures,  shall  be  valid  aa 
part  of  the  Constllutlon,  namely: 

ARTICLE  XV. 

Section  1.  The  rights  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  vote 

shall  not  be  denied  or  abridged  by  the  United  States,  or  by  any 

State,  on  account  of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition  of  servi- 

Section  2.  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this  ar- 
ticle by  appropriate  legislation. 

SCHUYLER  COLFAX. 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
B,  F.  WADE, 
President  ot  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate  the 
Sharon  Saving  Bank." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Hariisbnrg,  March  22,  1869. 
Gentlemen: 

HKREWITH  IS  KETURNEl)  TO  TIIE  SENATE, 
in  which  it  dtiginated,  without  my  approval, 
Senate  bill  No.  547,  entitled  "An  act  to  incor- 
porate the  Shai'un  Saving  Banl*" 

The  ninth  section  of  the  eleventh  article  of  the  Con- 
slitution  in  as  follows,  viz: 

"Xo  bill  shall  be  pai^Ktnl  by  the  Legislatui'e  gi'antiug 
any  [wwers  or  privileges  in  any  case  where  the  au- 
thority to  grant  such  jiowers  or  privileges  has  been  or 
may  hereafter  be  --onfererd  upon  the  courts  of  this 
Commonwealth," 

The  act  approved  the  12th  of  April,  18C7,  entitled 
"A  supplement  to  .m  act,  entitled  'An  act  relating  to 
orphans'  court,  and  lor  other  purposes,'  passed  the  13th 
October,  1840,  empowering  said  courts  to  incorporate 
saving  fund  associations,"  provides  as  follows,  viz: 

■'That  80  much  of  ihe  provisions  of  the  act  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement,  as  relates  to  the  incorporation  of 
literary,  charitable  and  religious  associations,  fire  en- 
gine and  lio^M!  companies,  or  beneficial  societies  of  as- 
Rociations,  be  and  chey  are  hereby  extended  to  saving 
fund  associations,  tr  societies  for  the  accumulation  of 
funds  and  the  distribution  of  the  same  among  its  mem- 
bers without  banking  or  discounting  privileges." 

It  must  be  manifest  that  the  bill  under  consideration 
if  nilhin  the  constitutional  prohibition  hereinbefoiv 
cited,  and  the  Legislature  had  therefore  no  power  in 
the  premises. 

If  banking  privileges  had  been  conferred,  then  the 
Legislature  would  have  jurisdiction  had  advertise- 
ments been  made  as  required  by  the  twenty-flfth  Bec- 
62— Vol,  Vni— Ith  Ser. 
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tion  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution.  But  it  \k 
not  pretended  this  has  been  done. 

It  is  claimed  that  the  courts  would  have  no  authority 
to  confer  on  married  women  and  minors  the  powePB 
granted  by  the  third  section.     This  may  be;   but  the 
object  of  the  bill,  as  indicated  by  the  title,  is  to  incor- 
}    jl  porate  a  savings  bank,  and  this  the  courts  have  the 

\    ;,  power  to  do,  and  the  Legislature  has  not.     It  has  be- 

1  come  too  common  of  late  to  insert  some  proviso  or 

other  clause  in  bills  of  this  chaiacter,  conferring  dome 
right  or  privilege  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court,  and  then  to  insist  that  the  whole  bill  should  be 
made  an  exception.  This  cannot  be  permitted;  for  it 
must  be  apparent  that  such  a  course  would  result  in 
•     ,  a  complete  nullification  of  that  clause  of  the  Coustitu- 

i^  tion  in  question. 

i!  If  special  powers  or  privileges,  not  wuthin  the  jurid- 

j!  diction  ol  the  courts,  are  needed,  they  can  be  claimed 

j     i  in  bills  for  the  purpose,  unencumbered  with  provisions 

for  other  powers  and  privileges  whi'*b  the  courts  have 
the  right  to  confer,  and  they  will  be  duly  considered. 
But  part  of  a  law  can  not  be  approved  and  another 
part  disapproved;  and  hence,  in  such  cases,  a  regard 
for  the  Constitution  and  for  the  rights  of  the  public 
I  leave  no  alternative  but  to  veto  the  whole. 

Were  it  a  matter  of  choice,  I  would  much  rather 
approve  than  disapprove  the  enactments  of  the  Legis- 
lature; but  it  is  one  of  the  duties  imposed  by  oath  of 
office,  which  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  disregard.  I  am  the 
less  reluctant  to  withhold  my  approval  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  courts  of  the  St^ite  have  reiH^atedly  held, 
i  that  bills  passed  in  violation  of  that  clause  of  the  Con- 

stitution with  which  this  one  conflicts,  are  null  and 
void,  and  confer  no  powers  or  privileges  on  the  corpor- 
ators. Executive  approval  can  give  no  validity  to  un- 
constitutional enact!nent»,  and  it  is  better  for  all  con- 
cerned that  such  legislation  be  arrested  at  once,  before 
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innocent  parties  tiare  boen  induced,  on  the  faith  of  such 
legislation,  to  invest  their  money, 

JNO.  W.  GEABY. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "A  Further  Supplement  to 
an  Act  Entitled  'An  Act  to  Incorporate  the  West 
Philadelphia  Mutual  Saving  Fund  and  Trust  Com- 
pany,' Approved  May  20,  1857,  Relative  to  the 
Liability  of  its  Stockholders,  and  Extending  Cer- 
tain Privileges  to  Said  Corporation." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Uurrisburg,  March  29,  1869. 
(ientU-men: 

SEXATE  BILL  NO.  733,  ENTITLED  "A  FURTHER 
supplement  to  an  act,'  entitled  'An  act  to  incor- 
}>oi-ate  the  West  Philadelphia  Mutual  saving  fund 
and  trust  company,'  approved  May  20,  1857,  relative 
to  the  liability  of  its  stockholdei-s,  and  extending  cer- 
tain privilt^i.-R  to  said  corporation,"  cannot  be  ap- 
proved for  the  following  reasons,  viz: 

First.  Because,  being  a  local  coiTftoration,  the  court 
lia»  power  to  chan^i;  the  corporate  name,  under  the 
third  section  of  the  act  of  4th  April,  1843. 

Second.  Because  the  supplement  to  the  People's 
Having  IJank  of  Pittsburg  is  dated  ten  yeai-a  after  the 
date  recited  in  the  bill,  and  authorizes  loans  at  ten  per 
cent,  per  annum.  Whilst  the  legal  rate  of  interest  is 
but  six  per  cent,  for  ihe  general  public,  I  have  been  un- 
willing to  authorize  any  greater  rate  for  private  cor- 
[lurations.  It  would  seem  unreaeonable  and  absurd  to 
enact  a  law  authoriKing  some  individual  to  charge  ten 
per  cent,  interest,  whilst  the  general  law  limited  every- 
t>ody  else  to  six.     The  principle  is  the  same  when  ap- 
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plied  to  a  corporation;  and  heretofore  sundry  bills 
have  been  returned  for  this  reason  without  my  ap- 
proval; and  my  views  remain  unchanged  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

Third.    Because   the  bill   relieves  the  stockholders 

from  all  individual  liability  to  depositors,  and  others, 

I  and  only  retains  it  Tor  directors  as  in  the  free-banking 

law  of  the  State.     The  free-banking  law  having  re- 
tf  quired  the  corporation  to  make  large  deposits  of  gov- 

ernnieut  bonds  and  other  public  securities  for  the 
safety  of  note-holders,  &c.,  the  same  reasons  for  rigid 
individual  liability  do  not  exist,  as  in  savings  institu- 
tions, by  which  no  such  deposits  are  made. 

Fourth.  Because  the  powers  claimed  by  the  corpora- 
tion should  be  set  forth  in  the  bill  itself,  and  not  bv 
[  .>    i^  such  manifold  references  to  other  enactments  as  to 

I  make  it  difficult  to  ascertain  what  really  is  claimed. 

I    \[  Whilst  this  may  not  be  expressly  prohibited  by  the 

t    [,  Constitution,  it  is  certainly  in  conflict  with  the  prin- 

V\     j  ciple  of  that  clause  which  requires  that  the  Legislature 

I'l  shall  ptiss  no  bill  .:outuiniug  more  than  one  subject, 

j^j  which  shall  be  clearly  expressed  in  the  title. 

?.;     i  *  JNO.  W.  GEARY. 
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'  To   the   Assembly   Transmitting  a   Petition   of  the 

W  ;;  Master  Warden,  Harbor  Master  and  Board  of  Port 


Wardens  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 


'.i  Gentlemen: 


Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  31,  1869. 


IUWE   THE    ilONOK   TO    TRANSMIT,   HERE- 
with,  the  i)etition  of  the  master  warden,  harbor 
]ij  master  and  board  of  poii:  wardens  of  the  city  of 

Philadelphia,  and  to  invite  your  early  consideration 
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of  the  same.  Heretofor<:  the  salaries  and  expenseB  of 
these  ofQces  liave  been  paid  by  sundry  fees  and 
charges  authorized  by  various  acts  of  the  Cfenepai  Ae- 
serably  of  this  Commonwealth.  It  appears  the  Su- 
preme Coiii't  of  the  United  States  has  recently  declared 
said  acts  of  Assembly  to  be  uuconstitutional,  uoless 
approved  or  sanctioned  by  Congress;  and  by  reason 
thereof  the  master  warden,  harbor  master,  and  their 
employes,  have  been  deprived  of  compensation,  and  of 
the  means  to  defray  necessjiry  expenses. 

It  is  represented,  and  believed,  that  the  continuance 
of  these  olfires,  and  the  discharge  of  the  various  duties 
heretofore  devolved  upon  them  by  law,  are  essential 
to  the  interests  of  commerce,  to  an  intelligent  regula- 
tion of  trade,  and  to  the  commercial  pro8i>erity  and 
health  of  the  «nty  of  Philadelphia.  Your  attention  is 
therefore  earnPBtly  invited  to  the  subject,  in  the  hope 
(hat  in  your  wisdom  some  suitable  remedy  for  existing 
evils  may  be  provided, 

JNO,  W,  GEARY. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "A  Supplement  to  an  Act 
Incorporating  the  Savings  Institution  of  the  City 
of  Williamsport." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  April  5,  1869. 
ficntlemen: 

SENATE  KILL  XO.  296,  ENTITLED  "A  STIPPLE- 
ment  lo  an  act  incorporating  the  Savings  Institu- 
tion of  the  fitv  of  Williamsport,"  is  herewith  re- 
turned without  my  ajiproval. 

It  merely  propos**  to  an'thorize  the  corporation  to 
charge  ten  per  cent,  interest  for  the  use  of  money.    In- 
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telligent  men  are  much  divided  in  opinion  on  the  ques- 
tion, whether  the  legal  rate  of  interest  should  not  be 
I'aised.  But  it  must  be  manifest  that  such  increase, 
if  made,  should  be  hy  general  law;  and  I  can  imagine 
no  good  reason  why  ccirporations  should  be  allowed  to 
charge  ten  per  cent,  per  annum  interest,  whilst  the 
legal  rate  for  individuals  remains  at  six.  A  law  per- 
mitting  any  one  individual  by  name  to  charge  ten  per 
'■\  {    |;  cent,  per  annum  for  the  use  of  money,  whilst  all  others 

j^  '^  were  limited  to  six*  v>ould  no  doubt  seem  to  every  one 

unreasonable  and  absurd;    and  yet  the  principles  is 
manifestly  the  same  when  applied  to  corporations.     I 
[•  \    \\  have  felt  constrained  to  withhold  approval  from  sun- 

l  ;j     j  dry  other  bills  of  thi»  same  character,  and  can  see  no 

6  ji     ,  good  reason  for  making  this  one  an  exception. 

I  ;i     !  JNO.  W.  GEARY. 

«   ■  • 
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\, .  To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Authorize  the 

I':  Appointment  of  an  Auctioneer  for  the  Townships 

Iv  of  Black  Creek,  Sugar  Loaf,  Butler,  Hazle  and  Haz- 

=•1  '  elton  Borough,  Foster,  Dennison  and  White  Haveu 

•  Borough,  in  Luzerne  County." 

i" 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  April  5,  1869. 
Gentlemen : 

I  AM  UNWTLLLNTG  TO  APPROVE  AND  HERE- 
with  return  to  the  Senate,  with  my  objections, 
Senate  bill  No.  1064,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  an  auctioneer  for  the  townships  of 
Black  Creek,  Sugar  J. oaf,  Butler,  Hazle  and  Hazleton 
borough,  Foster,  D(^nnison  and  White  Haven  borough, 
in  Luzerne  county." 
As  indicated  by  its  title,  the  object  of  the  bill  is  to 
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authorize  the  Governor  to  appoint  an  auctioneer  for 
the  district  named,  and  to  place  him  under  the  provi- 
sions and  ri'striotionH  of  au  act  passed  so  long  ago  aa 
1854.  On  reference  to  that  act  it  is  fonod  to  authorize 
a  commission  for  five  year,  for  the  small  sum  of  twenty- 
five  dollars,  or  hut  five  dollars  per  annnm.  The  money 
derived  from  these  licenses  is  an  increasing  source  of 
revenue  to  the  State,  and  it  i»  to  he  regretted  that  the 
matter  has  not  been  pystematized  hy  the  general  laws 
BO  as  to  result  in  -nore  revenue  and  greater  equality. 
The  tendency  of  late  is  to  increase  the  old  rates;  and 
I  regard  five  dollars  per  annum  for  so  important  a  ter- 
ritory as  that  included  in  this  hill  as  altogether  too 
low  and  unrr-asona.ile,  whilst  in  Williamsport  alone 
the  annual  license  for  an  auctioneer  is  one  hundred 
and  twouty-five  dollars,  and  in  many  smaller  places 
from  twenty-five  to  fifty  dollars  per  annnm. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoinp^  "An  Act  Authorizing  the 
School  Directors  of  Harmonsbiir^.  in  the  County 
of  Crawford,  to  Sell  Certain  Real  Estate"  and  "An 
Act  Authorizing  Jeremiah  Weist  and  S.  S.  Weist, 
Trustees  of  a  Certain  School  Property  in  West  Co- 
calico  Township,  Lancaster  Coimty  to  Convey  the 
Same  to  the  School  Directors  of  Said  Township." 
Executive  Chamber, 
Harrishurg,  April  6,  1869. 
Gentlemen: 

IIIKKEWiTn  RETURN,  WITHOUT  MY  APPRO 
val.  the  following  bills,  via: 

Senate  bill  No.  fi71,  entitled  "An  act  anthoriz- 
inp  the  school  directors  of  Harmonshurg,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Crawford,  to  sell  certain  real  estate;"  and 
67— Vol.  vm— «h  Ser. 
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Senate  bill  No.  074,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
Jeremiah  Wei»t  and  S.  S.  Weist,  trustees  of  a  certain 
school  projjorty  in  West  Cocalico  township,  Lancaster 
county,  to  convey  rhe  same  to  the  school  directors  of 
said  township.*' 

The  obje<»t  of  these  bills  is  proper  enough,  but  they 
are  objected  to  because  the  I-i<^gishitui*e  long  ago  con- 
ferred upon  school  directors  and  school  trustees,  by 
genei'al  law»,  all  necessary  powers  for  the  purchase 
and  sale  of  property  for  school  purposes,  and  hence, 
special  enactments  are  of  no  use. 

The  eighteenth  section  of  the  act  of  May,  1854,  is 
as  follows: 

"That  the  several  school  districts  within  this  Com- 
monwealth shall  have  capacity,  as  bodies  corporate — 

"1.  To  sue  and  oe  sued  as  such,  by  the  corporate 
name  of  the  school  district  of . 

"II.  To  purchase  and  hold  such  real  estate  and  per- 
sonal property  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  establish- 
ment and  support  of  the  schools,  and  the  same  to  sell, 
alien  and  dispose  of,  when  it  shall  no  longer  be  neces- 
sary for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  also  whenever  the 
board  of  directors,  or  controllers,  in  cases  where  school 
property  has  been  v^onveyed  to  them,  shall  deem  it  ex- 
pedient to  make  sale  of  the  said  real  estate,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  re-investing  the  proceeds  thereof  for  school  pur- 
poses; and  in  cases  wiiere  real  estate  is  held  by  trus- 
tees, or  others,  for  the  general  use  of  a  neighborhood 
— for  a  school  house  or  its  api>endages — and  when  the 
same  shall  cease  to  le  required,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  said  trusti^es,  or  others,  their  survivor  or  survivors, 
or  succi'ssors  to  con\ey  the*  same  to  the  proper  district, 
which  shall  be  thereafter  held  bv  S4iid  district,  for  the 
same  term  and  for  ilie  same  uses  for  which  it  was  orig- 
inally granted  to  said  trustiH^»s,  or  others.  But  should 
the  said  trustc*es,  from  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the 
proper  board  of  school  directors  of  the  district,  to  ac- 
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cept  of  said  conveyance,  or  from  other  cuuses,  find  K 
impossible  to  release  tbemaelvee  from  said  trust,  they, 
or  a  majority  of  tlitjrn,  may  apply  to  the  court  of  com- 
uiou  pleas  of  the  proper  couuty,  praying  said  court  to 
authorize  and  direct  the  afoi-esaid  trustee,  trustees,  or 
other  pei-soud,  to  make  sale  of  tlie  same,  having  first 
given  two  weeks'  previous  notice,  iu  one  or  more  of  the 
public  priuts  of  said  couuty,  of  the  time  and  place  bf 
said  sale,  and  shall  make  return  of  proceeds  of  sale  to 
said  court,  that  the  same  may,  by  the  direction  of  said 
court,  be  added  to  tlie  funds  of  the  proper  school  dis- 
trict; whereupon,  the  said  trustee,  trustees,  or  other 
perwous,  shall  he  discharged  from  all  i-espousibility  in 
the  premises."' 

The  Legislature  having  thus  conferred  all  tlie  power 
i1  can  confer,  it  i»  worse  than  useless  to  be  re-enacting 
ilie  same  thing  every  time  a  school  house  is  for  sale. 
JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating-  John  P.  Wickersham  Su- 
perintendent of  Common  Schools. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  April  7,  18C9. 
Senatore: 

I])0  HKKKliY  NOMINATE  FOR  TUE  ADVICE 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  in  conformity  with 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Assembly  of  the  18th 
of  April,  18.17,  separating  the  State  and  School  de- 
"liartnienta,  John  V.  Wickersham,  Esci-,  of  the  county 
of  I^ncaator,  to  be  rtui)erintendent  of  Common  Schools 
of  this  (.'omnionwealth,  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
from  the  first  Monday  of  June  next. 

JNO.  W.  GEABT. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Authorizing  A. 
Ciark,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  to  Keep  his  Oftice  in 
the  Fourth  Ward,  in  the  City  of  Meadville," 

Executive  Chamber, 
narriBburg,   April  9,   1869. 
Gentlemen: 

SENATE  BILL  KO.  4:5»,  IS  KEIUItNED  WITH- 
out  approval,  U-cause  it  appears  to  he  majiifestly 
of  no  u»e.  It  m  entitled  "An  act  authorising 
A,  Clark,  a  justice  of  the  pence,  to  keep  his  office  in 
the  Fourth  ward,  in  the  city  of  Meadville,"  and  this 
seems  to  be  the  sole  object  of  the  bill.  After  the  jus- 
tice named  nas  commissioned,  Meadville  was  divided 
into  additional  wardc*,  and  one  of  the  division  lines,  it 
is  alleged,  ran  between  the  dwelling  house  and  office 
of  Clark,  thus  putting  his  house  and  office  in  different 
narda  Assuming  al!  this  to  he  true,  what  difference 
can  it  make?  He  was  commissioned  for  the  old  ward 
in  which  he  was  elw^ted,  and  under  existing  laws  he 
has  the  right  to  reside  and  hold  his  office  in,  and  ex- 
ercise bis  jurisdiction  over  it,  until  the  expiration  of 
his  commissiou,  and  he  is  under  no  legal  obligation  to 
move  either  his  house  or  his  office  by  reason  of  the 
creation  of  new  wards. 

JNO.  W.  GEABY. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Create  a  New 
Ward  in  the  Borough  of  Pottsville." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  April  9,  1869. 
Gentlemen : 

SENATE  BILL  NO.  fiO!),  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO 
create  a  new  ward  in  the  borough  of  Pottsville." 
is  respectfully  leturned  with  my  objeetions. 
Against  the  approval  of  this  bill,  the  corporate  an- 
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iboi-oties  of  Pottsville,  and  others  to  be  affected  by  it, 
fltrongl.v  protest,  A  number  of  new  oflQces  are  cre- 
ated, none  of  which,  it  is  alleged,  are  demanded  by  any 
public  iiitt'rc(+t.  From  the  beet  information  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain  the  effect  of  the  bill  would  be  to 
allow  a  minority  of  the  citizens  of  the  borough  to  con- 
trol the  mjijority;  ;ind  it  is  represented  to  have  been 
gotten  up  with  the  design  to  invoke  the  Legislature  to 
take  the  political  pow<?r  out  of  the  hands  of  those  now 
holding  it  by  the  soifrages  of  the  people,  and  to  trans- 
fer it  to  those  who  !irc  friendly  to  this  enactment.  Un- 
willing to  sanction  t^uch  a  proceeding,  and  satisfied, 
after  careful  examiuation,  that  no  public  interest 
would  be  promoted  by  allowing  the  bill  to  be  come  a 
law,  it  is  herewith  returned  without  approval. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Supplementary  to 
the  Act  Incorporating  the  Borough  of  Easton,  Rela- 
tive to  Sealers  of  Weights  and  Measures." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  April  9,  1869. 
Gentlemen: 

1AM  UNWILLING  TO  APPROVE  SENATE  BILL 
No,  723,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  iui-orporatiag  the  borough  of  Easton,  relative 
to  sealers  of  weights  and  measures," 

Heretofore  all  the  laws  on  this  subject,  with  which 
I  am  familiar,  have  authorized  the  appointment  of 
sealers  of  weights  i.nd  measures  to  he  made  by  the 
Governor.  This  bill  proposes  to  confer  the  power  of 
appointment  on  the  councils  of  the  borongh  of  Eaaton. 
If  it  be  the  policy  of  the  State  to  confer  this  power  on 
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the  local  authorities  of  the  aeveral  cities,  countiea  or 
borougbB,  let  it  he  done  by  general  law,  aud  not  bj 
special  euactments.  On  the  same  principle,  I  have 
heretofore  withheld  aty  approval  from  aiindrj'  special 
laws  conferring  the  power  on  the  local  authorities  to 
appoint  auctioneers.  I  will  not  undwlake  to  deter- 
mine, on  principle,  whether  the  Executive  op  the  local 
authorities  are  the  proper  depositories  of  this  power  of 
appointment,  but  ioi-  the  sake  of  uuiforniity,  I  insist  it 
shall  be  the  ooe  or  the  other,  and  not  both. 

JNO.  W.  GEAEY. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Change  the 
Place  of    Holding     Elections  in  the  Township  of 

Abbott,  in  the  County  of  Potter." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  April  9,  1869. 
Gentlemen : 

SENATE  KILL  \0.  'JU,  IS  KETLrRNEl)  WITH- 
out  approval,  because  tlie  whole  subject  matter 
of  it  is  within  llie  jurisdiction  of  the  courts. 
The  bill  is  entitl-id  "An  act  to  change  the  place  of 
holding  elections  in  the  towuahip  of  Abbott,  in  the 
county  of  Totter,"  and  the  title  clearly  indiralL>s  its 
objects.  Some  few  (uactments  of  this  class  have  been 
approved,  out  of  deference  to  the  opinion  of  sundry 
courts,  and  under  what  seemed  exceptional  circum- 
staoces.  But,  inasmuch  as  the  acts  of  ItvJ!).  1854,  1855. 
1860,  1866  and  1867,  confer  and  regulate  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  courts  on  this  ()uestion.  and  provide  for  al- 
most every  conceivable  case  which  can  arise,  it  is 
hoped  the  Legislature  will  not  interfere.  Especially 
should  this  courae  jommend  itself  because  the  needed 
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changes  can  all  be  made  by  a  direct  vote  of  the  people 
who  alone  are  interested  therein. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


To  the  Assembly  Recommending  the  Revival  of  the 
Police  Bill. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  April  12,  1869. 
Gentlemen : 

IN  COMPLIANCK  WITH  AN  URGENT  APPEAL 
from  the  citizens  of  Schuylkill  county,  I  have  the 
honor  to  reijuc.-*!  your  lionorable  bodiee  to  pasB 
an  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  for  another  year, 
the  act  known  aa  the  imlice  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  better  protection  of  person,  property  and  life  in 
the  mining  regions  of  this  Commonwealth,"  approved 
12fh  April,  1^67. 

Said  law  has  been  in  force  for  two  years,  and  has 
expired  by  its  own  limitation.  Through  its  instru- 
mentality peace,  order  and  tranquility  have  been  re- 
Ktorcd  :ind  maintained,  and  life  and  property  have  been 
made  secure.  The  friends  of  social  order  are  appre- 
henuive  that  unless  'he  law  be  revived  and  extended, 
another  era  of  violence  and  crime  may  be  inaugurated. 
To  prevent  this.  I  eamesrtly  rwonimend  the  extension 
of  the  provisions  of  the  law  for  another  year. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  John  Yonngman  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Printing. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Ilanisburg,  April  15,  1869. 
Senators : 

IlIEKERY  NOMINATE  FOR  THK  ADVICE  AND 
consent  of  the  Senate,  John  Youngnian,  Esquire, 
of  the  county  of  Northumberland,  to  be  Superin- 
tendent of  I'ublic  I'riuting  for  the  term  of  one  year, 
to  be  computed  from  the  liith  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1868, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  approved  the  9th 
day  of  April,  A.  D,  1956,  entitled  "An  act  relating  to 
public  printing." 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Apprehension  of  Wil- 
liam Brooks,  one  of  the  Murderers  of  Theodore 
Broadhead  of  Monroe  County. 

Pennsylvania,  bb. 

s    THE    NAME    AND   BY 
tlie  authority  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  PennsyWa- 
.     JOHN  W.  GEARY,  Oov- 
'ernor   of    the    said    C«nmon- 
wealth. 


iU^^ 
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A  PROCLAMATION. 
I'wo  Thousand  Dollars  Reward  for  the  Arrest  of  a 
Certain  William  Uroolis,  one  of  the  Murderers  of 
Theodore  Broadheud. 

W'liereas,  The  Senate  and  House  of 

ltepr(^seiitntivt«  have  enacted  the  fol- 

'^lowinu:  preamble  and  joint  resolution, 


'Jsj  "Resolution  authorizing  the  Gov- 
ernor to  offer  a  reward  for  escaped 
convicts. 

"Whereas,  William  Brooks  was  convicted  in  the 
court  of  oyer  and  terminer  of  Monroe  county,  of  the 
murder  of  one  Theodore  Broadhead,  and  on  the  second 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
nine,  escaped  from  the  county  jail  of  said  county; 
tlierefore, 

"Resolved  by  th&  t^euate  and  Ilouee  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  Gen- 
eral Assembly  met.  That  the  Govtrnor  be  and  he 
in  hereby  aufhoriKed  to  offer  a  reward  of  two 
thousand  dollars  for  the  arrest  of  said  escaped  con- 
vict, to  be  distributed  by  the  Executive  in  such 
manner  as  hi  his  judgment  will  be  most  conducive  to 
the  ends  of  justice  and  the  execution  of  the  laws,"  ap- 
proved the  fourteenth  day  of  April,  A,  D.  1869. 

And  whereas,  Thii  rcputaition  of  the  Governmeot, 
the  iK'ace  and  security  of  its  citizens,  the  obligation's 
of  justice  and  the  execution  of  the  laws,  require  that 
the  said  William  Brooks  should  be  brought  to  under- 
go the  sentence  of  the  court  afoi-esaid: 

Kow,  therefore,  I.  JOHN  W.  GEARY,  Governor  of 
the  said  Commonwealth,  in  compliance  with  the  said 
joint  resolution,  and  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  au- 
thority vested  in  m'?,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation, 
liereby  offering  a  -eward  of  Two  Thousand  Dollars 
to  any  person  or  pen-sons  who  shall  apprehend  and  se- 
cure the  said  William  Brooks,  to  be  paid  in  compltance 
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with  the  provisiODS  of  the  aforesaid  joiut  resolution. 
And  I  hereby  call  on  all  officers  of  justice  and  good 
citizotis  everywhere  to  be  vigilant  aud  unremitting  Itt 
their  efforts  for  the  appreheDsion  of  the  said  William 
Brooke  aud  his  returu  to  the  proper  autlionties. 

Oiveii  under  my  hand  and  the  great  seal  of  the  State, 
at  Harrisburg,  this  twenty-first  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  ihousaud  eight  hundred  and  ftixty- 
nine,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  ninety-third. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 

By  the  (iovernor. 

P.  Jordan, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Proclamation  of  a  Day  of  Thanksgiving,— 
Pennsylvania,  sb. 


i«69. 


IN    TllK    XAMK    AND   BY 
the  authority  of  the  Com- 
iiioawealth  of  I'l'unaylva- 
ni:i.     JOHN  W.  GEARY.  Cov- 

ciiHir    of    (111'    said    (Vnuiuon- 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

■■Tlic  year  which  is  di-awiug  to  a 
closi-  hiiK  been  frei^  from  iK>stilence, 
health  has  prevailed  throughout  the 
»id]  liiml.  abund«nt  croi>8  reward  the  la- 
^Mi  hitr«  of  the  husbandman,  commerce 
an<t  luauufactures  have  successfnlly 
prosecuted  thc4r  palhs,  the  mines 
and  foivsts  have  yielded  liberally,  the  nation  hns 
increased  in  wealth  aud  in  strength,  peace  has  pre- 
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vailed  and  its  blesi^iogs  Lave  advanced  every  interest 
of  the  people  in  every  part  of  the  Union,  harmony  and 
fraternal  interest  restored  are  obliterating  the  marks 
of  past  conQict  and  estrangement,  burdens  have  been 
lightened,  meane  have  been  increased,  civil  and  relig- 
ions liberty  are  secured  to  every  inhabitant  of  tbifl 
land,  whose  sod  is  ti-od  by  none  but  freemen.  It  be- 
comes a  people  thus  favored  to  make  adtnowledgmeot 
to  the  Supreme  Author  from  whom  such  blessings  flow, 
of  their  gratitude  aud  their  dependence,  to  render 
praise  and  thanksgiving  for  the  same,  and  devoutly  to 
impiore  a  continuance  of  God's  mercies. 

'■Therefore,  1,  ULYSSES  S.  GB.\NT,  President  of 
the  United  States,  do  recommend  that 

Thursday,  the  ISth  Day  of  November  Next, 
be  observed  as  a  day  of  thanltsgiving  and  of  praise  and 
prayer  to  Almighty  God,  the  Creator  and  Ruler  of  the 
Universe.  And  I  do  further  recommend  to  all  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  to  assemble  on  that  day  in 
their  accustomed  places  of  public  worship,  and  to  unite 
the  homage  and  praise  due  to  our  bountiful  Father  ot 
all  mercies,  and  fervent  prayer  for  the  continuance  of 
the  manifold  blessings  Ho  has  vouchsafed  to  us  as  a 
people. 

"In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  caused  the  Seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed, 
(his  fifth  day  of  Octolter,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  jixty-nine,  and  of  the  Independence 
of  the  United  States  of  America  the  ninety-fourth. 
U.  S.  GRANT. 
"By  the  President. 

Hamilton  Fish, 
Secretary  of  State." 

The  President  of  the  United  States  having  issued 
the  foregoing  Proclamation,  I  do  most  earnestly  ad- 
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Tise  that  tlie  people  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
Bylvania,  for  the  reasons  therein  given,  strictly  observe 
ita  recommendations. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Seal  of  the  Common- 
wealth, at  HaiTishurg,  this  twenty-llfth  day  of  October, 
iu  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-nine,  and  of  the  Indepi'ndence  of  the  United 
States  the  ninety-fourth. 

JNO.  \V.  GEARY. 

By  the  Governor. 

F.  Jordan, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  Henry  W,  Williams 
as  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
Pennsylvania,  sa, 

s    TKE    NAME    AND    BY 
the  authority  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennaylva- 
.     JOHN  W.  GEARY,  Gov- 
"ernor   of    the    said    Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

— -^  WlienaK,    in  and  by  an  act  of  the 

>!^^2jg|-^\  (icueial  Assembly  of  this  (;ommon- 
A/«]fc£Ejj\m""L'a!tli,  ajijiroved  the  fifteenth  day  of 
|iu]^B9wJ^]A|>i-i1,  A.  1>.  one  thousand  eight  bun- 
u\jH|^^^^dre;l  and  fifty-one,  entitled  "An  act  to 
^^&Jb^/^  provide  for  the  eleition  of  judges  of 
tile  several  Courts  of  this  Common- 
wealth, and  to  reg-ilate  certain  judicial  districts,"  it 
is  enacted  and  provided  as  follows,  viz: 
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"Section  9,  Tliat  on  the  first  Tuesdiiy  in  November 
next  fcillowing  any  election  authorwHl  by  this  Act, 
the  Secretary  of  the  ("ommonwealth  shall  in  the  hall  of 
the  House  of  Hepresentativee,  in  the  presence  of  the 
Governor  and  such  other  citizens  of  this  Common- 
wealth an.  may  choose  to  attend,  cause  the  returns 
made  to  him  under  ihe  provisions  hereof  to  be  opened, 
and  the  votes  cast  foi  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  to 
be  accurately  computed,  and  the  Governor  shall  forth- 
with issue  his  proclamation  declaring  so  many  of  the 
persons  voted  for  for  Judges  of  the  Siijircme  Court  aa 
shall  be  required  to  be  elected  by  this  act,  and  who 
have  received  the  greatest  number  of  votes,  to  be  duly 
elected." 

And  Whereas,  The  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
did,  at  the  time  and  [ilace,  and  in  the  manner  provided 
by  the  Act  aforesiiid,  cause  the  returns  of  the  Election 
made  to  him  to  be  opened,  and  the  votes  cast  for 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  be  accurately  com- 
puted. 

Now,  Therefore,  In  obedience  to  the  requirements 
of  the  above  recited  ninth  section  of  the  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly  afoi-psaid.  I,  JOHN  W.  GEARY, 
Governor  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  do  hereby  issue 
this  Proclanmtion.  publishing  and  declaring  that  of 
the  pf^rsons  voted  for,  for  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  this  Commonwealth,  at  the  late  General  election 
held  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October  last,  Henry 
W.  Williams,  having  received  the  greatest  number  of 
votes,  has  been  duly  elected  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  for  fifteen  years  from  the  first  Monday  of  De- 
cember next. 

(iiven  under  my  flnnd  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Ilarrisburtr,  this  Second  day  of  November, 
ii;  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
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and  Bixty-nine,  and  ol  the  Cuiumonwealth  the  ninety- 
fourth. 

JNO.  W.  GEAEY, 
Governor. 
By  tlie  Governor, 

F.  Jordan, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Proclamation  Revoking  a  Warrant  for  the  Extradition 
of  Samuel  B.  Hartman. 


Pennsylvania,  as. 
[Signed]     Jno,  \V, 


th 


THE    NAME    AND    BY 

iitliority  of  the  Com- 

(iinvcaltli  of  Peiinsylva- 

JOHN  W.  GEAHY,  Gov- 

»f    the    said    Common- 


wrallli. 

To  all  to  whom  th<.*i- 


^  Presents  shall  come, 

Sends  Greeting: 
Whereaa,  On  the  13th  day  of  Octo- 
'  ^££S?&v  bif  li'.st  past.  His  Exeellency,  the  Gov- 
\^era()i-  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  Conrad 
J)Haki>r,  is!<iiod  n  Requisition  on  me  ad 
ernor  of  Pcnnsyivania,  for  the  ar- 
'  rest  and  return  of  a  certain  Samuel  B. 
Hartman.  charged  with  the  offence  of 
"obtaining  l>j  false  pretence  personal  property  and  se- 
curities," upon  representation  that  the  said  Samoel  B. 
Hartman  was  a  fujiitive  from  justice  from  the  State 
of  Indiana. 

And  Whereas,   In  compliance  with  said  requisition, 
on  the  27th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1869,  I  issued  a  war- 
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rant  for  the  arrest  of  the  »aid  Samuel  B.  Hartman, 
and  his  delivery  to  out  Joshua  M.  W.  Ivangsdale,  to  be 
returned  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  to  be  lliere  dealt 
with  according  to  law. 

And  Whereas,  It  appears  of  record,  and  by  affidavit 
in  writing,  since  received,  and  now  filed  in  the  OfQce  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  that,  on  the  8th 
day  of  May,  A,  D,  j868,  I  issued  a  Warrant  upon  a 
Requisition  from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  ladiana, 
for  the  arrest  of  said  Samuel  B.  Hartman  who  was 
charged  with  the  oiTence  of  "obtaining  property  by 
false  pretences;"  that  in  pursuance  of  said  Warrant 
said  Hartman  was  arrested  and  taken  before  the  Court 
of  Marion  county  in  t^aid  State  of  Indiana,  and  on  the 
luth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  18(»S,  was  released  on  giving 
security  for  his  appearance  at  a  future  term  of  said 
court,  and  permitted  to  return  again  to  his  home  and 
residence  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  that  shortly 
before  the  term  of  court  to  which  the  said  Hartman 
gave  bail  to  appear  for  trial,  he  received  notice  from 
his  uttorney  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  that  hie  trial 
would  not  come  olf  at  said  term,  and  that  in  conse- 
quence thereof  he  did  not  attend;  that  the  warrant  is- 
sued by  me  on  the  :i7th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1869,  for 
the  arrest  and  return  to  the  State  of  Indiana  of  the 
said  Hartman  is  up<in  the  same  identical  charge  ajs 
that  mentioned  in  the  Warrant  issued  by  me  on  the 
8th  day  of  May,  A.  H.  1868;  that  the  said  alleged  of- 
fence of  which  the  Hiid  Hartman  stands  charged  is 
not  ■'treason,  felony,  or  other  crime,"  as  enumerated 
in  Article  four,  Section  two,  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  but  a  mere  statutory  misdemeenor;  that 
the  object  of  said  (Hoeecution  is  not  the  conviction  of 
said  Hartman  in  a  Oiminal  Court,  but  to  get  him  with- 
in the  jurisdiction  of  the  civil  courts  of  said  State  ol 
Indiana,  and  that  one  Requisition  in  such  case  es- 
pecially when  executed,  is  as  many  as  required  by  the 
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Constitution,  the  comity  of  this  State,  or  the  ends  of 
public  justice. 

And  whereas,  It  further  appears  by  a  certificate  also 
on  file  in  said  office  of  Secretary  of  Commonwealth, 
that  since  the  issuing  of  the  last  dated  warrant,  to 
wit:  on  Wednesday,  October  27,  1869,  the  said  Hart- 
man  was  aremted  upon  the  charge  **of  defrauding  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  by  using  stamps 
'  for  casks  for  distilled  spirits  more  than  once,  and  has 
jj     :  entei*ed  into  recognizance  before  E.  Reigart,  Esq.,  U. 

■!    i  S.  CommY  for  Nintii  district  of  Pennsylvania,  to  ap- 

pear at  the  next  terra  of  the  District  Court,  for  the 
I*    {  Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania,  to  answer  the  said 

I?     j  chai*ge,  in  consequence  of  which  the  delivery  of  the 

h    \}  said  Hartman  to  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  In- 


\     I  diana  would  interfere  with  and  obstruct  the  execution 


J 

1  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

i    i  Now  Know,  Therefore,  That  in  consideration  of  the 

r.  (    I  premises,  and  by  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  me 

k\''    \'[  bv  the  Constitution,  I  have  revoked  the  Warrant  in 

the  case  of  the  said  Samuel  B.  Hartman,  and  it  is 
hereby  fully  revoked  accordingly. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Harrisburg,  thie  fifth  day  of  November,  A. 
D.,  one  thousand  eio^ht  hundred  and  sixty  nine,  and  of 
the  Commonwealth  the  ninety-fourth. 
Bv  the  Governor. 

J.  M.  Weakley, 
Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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Proclamation  of  the  Cancellation  of  Three  Hundred 
and  Sixty  Two  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and 
Eighty  One  Dollars  of  the  Principal  Debt  of  the 
Commonwealth  through  the  Sinking  Fund. 

Peimsjlvania,  ea. 
[Signed]     Jno.  W,  Geary. 

s    THE    NAME   AND   BY 
the  authority  of  the  Com- 
uioQwealtb  of  PenoBylva- 
.     JOHN  W.  GEABY,  Gov- 
<Tnor   of    the    said    Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas,  By  the  Third  Section  of 
the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
vAthis  Commonwealth,  Approved  the 
,,„^^^_-/j^j Twenty-second  day  of  Ajwil,  Anno 
)^3ra^P^&^  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-eight,  entitled  "An  act  to  es- 
tablish a  Sinking  Fund  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  public  tlebt,"  and  by  the  Supplement  there- 
to approved  the  Tenth  day  of  April,  A,  D.  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  aixty-eight,  it  is  made  the 
duty  of  the  Secretaiy  of  tlie  Commonwealth,  Auditor 
Geueral  and  State  Treasurer,  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  croat>?d  by  said  first  recited  act  of  the 
General  Assembly  to  report  annually  and  certify  to 
*he  Governor  the  amount  received  under  the  said  act, 
the  amount  of  inlei-est  paid  and  the  amount  of  the 
debt  of  (he  Commonwealth  redeemed  and  held  by 
them,  \^'hereupon,  the  Governor  shall  direct  the  (-!er- 
tiiicules  representing  the  same  to  be  cancelled  and  on 
ijuch  cancellation,  issue  his  Proclamation  stating  the 
faf-t,  and  (he  extiti;j;iTi<«hment  and  final  discharge  of 
so  much  of  the  )ii-inci|ial  of  said  debt. 

Aud  Whereas,  F.  Jordan,  J.  F.  Hartronft  and  R.  W. 
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Mackey,  Cammissiouers  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  in  obe- 
dieneci  to  the  requirements  of  law,  Report  and  Certify 
to  me,  that  the  amount  of  interest  paid  and  debt  of 
the  Commonwealth  redeemed  and  held  by  them  for 
the  year  ending  on  the  Thirtieth  day  of  November,  A. 
D.  Ope  thousand  ei;?ht  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  amount 
to  Two  Millions  eighty-eight  thousand  four  hundred 
and  sixty-nine  dollars  and  thirty  cents,  made  up  as 
follow©,  viz: 

Intei-est  paid, |1,725,587  97 

Five  per  cent,  loan  redeemed, 362,762  09 

Kelief  notes  cancelled, 19  00 

Premiums  paid, 100  24 


Now,  Therefore,  As  required  by  the  Third  Section 
of  the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  first  above  men- 
tioned, I,  JOHN  W.  GEARY,  Governor  as  aforesaid, 
have  caused  the  Certificates  representing  said  indebt- 
edness to  be  cancelled  and  do  hereby  issue  this  my 
Proclamation,  declaring  the  payment,  cancellation,  ex- 


\^    I  tinguishment  and  final   discharge  of  Three  hundred 

j;    ;■  and  Sixty-two  thousand  Seven  hundred  and  eighty-one 

dollars  and  nine  cents  of  the  principal  of  the  debt  of 
this  Commonwealth. 

Given  under  my  Band  and  the  Great  Seal  at  Harris- 
burg  this  Tenth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  and 
of  the  Commonwealth  the  ninety-fourth. 
By  the  Governor. 

F.  Jordan, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

i. 

I-  , 
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Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly. — 1870. 

Gentlemen: 

Finm  THE  DAVS  OF  WJLLIAM  I'ENN,  THE 
great  and  pious  founder  of  our  Commonweattb, 
it  has  been  th^  universal  custom  of  my  predeces- 
soPB,  when  making  their  annual  communicatlouB  to 
the  General  Assembly,  to  aoknowledge  their  gratitade 
to,  and  deiMjndenee  upon  the  Great  Lawgiver  of  the 
Universe.  In  imitation  of  their  noble  example,  let  us 
earnestly  invoke  His  blessing  and  guidance  in  our  ef- 
forts to  perform  the  great  work  of  legislation  now  be- 
fore us,  in  sueh  mnnner  as  to  meet  His  approbation, 
as  well  as  that  of  our  common  constituents. 

In  transmitting  (o  you  the  seventy-ninth  annual 
message  since  the  oiganization  of  the  present  State 
government,  it  aflords  me  the  highest  gratification  to 
congratulate  you  and  our  fellow-citizens  generally  on 
their  enjoying,  to  an  unusual  degree,  the  blessings  of 
health  and  unstinted  prosperity;  and  that  our  princi- 
ples and  institutions — the  pride  and  buast  of  every  true 
hearted  patriot— although  tried  again  in  the  crucible  of 
0  heated  political  coniest,  the  heavings  of  popular  pas- 
sion, and  the  collision  of  parties,  from  which  we  have 
just  emerged,  remain  unimpaired  and  vital  in  every 
part. 

Under  such  auspi<iou«  circumstances  you  have  as- 
sembled, for  the  pur])Ose  of  discharging  the  important 
duties,  and  assuming  the  special  responsibilities  which 
devolve  upon  you.  It  is  extremely  diflBcult,  even  with 
the  greatest  caution  in  your  deliberations,  to  enact 
laws  that  will  fully  meet  the  expectations  and  appro- 
bation of  all  the  people;  but  much  of  this  diflBculty 
may  be  overcome  by  avoiding  legislation  for  personal 
and  special  interests,  and  not  being  unmindful  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  interests  of  the  Stale,  and  of  its  ra- 
pidly advancing  popolation,  wealth  and  Infltience  to 
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destinies  bejond  the  reach  of  human  vision.  A  noblei> 
heritage  was  never  given  to  man  than  that  which  we 
possess;  geographically  and  politically  of  the  great- 
est importance;  an  area  of  more  than  forty  four  thou- 
sand square  miles;  diversified  with  mountains,  val- 
leys, plains,  rivers;  mountains  covered  with  majestic 
forests  of  valuable  timber  of  almost  every  variety; 
plains  dotted  with  comfortable  homesteads,  and  pre- 
senting well  cultivated  farms  and  luxuriant  fields 
1    ,  marked  by  the  advancement  of  agriculture — the  par- 

ent, supporter  and  stimulator  of  every  species  of  in- 
dustry, exchange  and  commerce;  hills  and  valleys  with 
teeming  mines  of  all  the  varieties  of  coal,  iron,  oil,  salt 
\     I  and  other  minerals;  with  farmers,  manufacturers,  me- 

1$    ij  chanics,  wool-growers,  coal  and  iron  miners,  oil  pro- 

ducers, and  merchants  full  of  activity  and  confidence; 
!    .  with  thousands  of  miles  of  railroad®  and  canals  to 

i  transfer  the  vast  [>roducts  to  market,  and  accommo- 

date the  travel  of  four  millions  of  happy  and  prosper- 
ous people.  Nor  should  w^e  be  forgetful  of  education 
in  all  its  branches,  of  the  public  charities,  prisons,  re- 
formatories, the  collection  of  properly  imposed  taxes, 
the  «>peedy  reduction  of  the  State  debt,  the  preserva- 
tion of  order,  and  the  more  certain  protection  of  life, 
business  and  property.  All  these  interests  and  per- 
haps others  of  equal  impoi"tance,  demand  legislation 
of  the  most  enlightened,  liberal  and  comprehensive 
character. 

In  conformity  to  the  requirements  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, I  proceed  to  invite  your  attention  to  such  mea- 
sures as  are  deemed  necessary  for  your  consideration, 
and  to  assure  you  of  my  willingness  to  share  with 
you  the  anxieties  and  responsibilities  of  all  legislation 
calculated  to  advance  the  prosperity  of  the  people  and 
the  best  interests  of  the  Commonwealth. 


ill 
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FINANCES. 

From  tlu'  reports  of  the  Auditor  General  and  State 
Treasurer,  the  fallowing  statemeat  has  bben  carefully 
prepared,  and  exhibits  the  receipts  and  dishursementa 
for  the  fiscal  year  inding  November  30,  1869: 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  in  Treasury,  Nov.  M,  1869,  . . .     11,012,925  37 
Ordinary  receipts  during  the  fiscal  year 

ending  Nov.  30,  1869,  5,241,711  28 

Total   in   Treasury   during  year 
ending  Nov.  30,  1860, f6,2o4,636  65 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Ordinary  expenses  paid 
during  tlie  year  end- 
ing Nov.  30,  1860,  . . .     f2,485,114  27 

Loanti,  &c.,  redeemed  at 
Titasury,    109,644  00 

Loans  redeemed  by  the 
('onimissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund, 362,762  09 

Interest  paid  at  Treas- 
ury,      170,605  74 

Interest  paid  by  Com- 
missioners of  Sinking 

Fund, 1,725,587  97 

4,853,774  16 

Balance   in   Treasury,   Nov.    30, 
186!t, fl,400,862  49 

It  will  he  observed  from  the  above,  that  part  of  the 
loanR  and  part  of  the  interest  are  paid  at  the  Treaanry. 
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and  part  of  both  by  the  CommiBsioners  of  the  Binking 
Fund.  This  produ<:ee  a  complication  of  accounts; 
which,  in  order  to  .ivoid,  and  to  simplify  the  financial 
BtatementB,  I  recommend  that  authority  be  given  by 
law  to  charge  the  CommiseionerB  with  the  whole 
amount  of  the  Ktate  debt,  and  also  with  all  the  money 
applicable  to  the  payment  thereof,  and  that  they  alone 
be  credited  with  all  payments  on  both  principal  and 
interest  of  the  State  debt. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  following  is  n  statement  showing  the  nature 
of  the  indebtednese  of  the  Commonwealth,  on  Novem- 
ber 30,  1«60: 

Funded  debt,  viz: 

6  per  cent,  loans, f25,311,180  00 

B  per  cent,  loans, 7,277,384  38 

4^  per  cent,  loans, 112,000  00 

132,700,564  38 

Unfnuded  debt,  vi'i: 
Relief  notee  in  circula- 
tion,     196,397  00 

Interest  certificates  out- 
standing,    13,086  52 

Interest  certificates  un- 
claimed,    4,448  38 

Domestic  creditors'  cer- 
tificates,      44  67 

113,976  57 

Amount  of  public  debt,  Novem- 
ber 30,  1869, $32,814,540  95 


Thepublicdebt  on  November  30. 1808..  $33,286,947  10 

Deduct  amount  redwmed  at  the  Treas- 
ury, during  the  year  ending  Novem- 
ber 30,  1869,  viz; 
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5  per  cent,  loans, |472,387  18 

Relief  notes  cancelled,.  19  00 

472,406  18 


Public  debt  November  30,  1869, 

as  above,   $32,814,540  95 


REDUCTION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

At  the  conimenctinient  of  tlie  present  admiudstra- 
tion  in  January,  18fj7,  the  total  outstanding  indebted- 
ness of  tlie  State  wsis  thirty-seven  million,  seven  hun- 
dred and  four  thousand,  four  hundred  und  nine  dol- 
lars iind  seventy-seven  cents.  Bince  then,  and  up  to 
November  SO,  IHO!*,  the  sum  of  four  million,  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighty-nine  thousand,  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  dollars  and  eighty-two  cents  have  been  paid 
and  at  five  per  cent.,  the  sum  of  f :i44,4!)3 .  44,  in  inter- 
est, is  annually  saved  to  the  Commonwealth.  Conse- 
ijueutly,  the  total  amount  of  indebtedness  of  the  Com- 
monwealth on  November  30,  1869,  was  thirty-two  mil- 
lion, eight  hundred  and  fourteen  thousand,  five  hun- 
dred and  forty  dollars  and  ninety-five  cents. 

The  reduction  during  the  year  ending  November  30, 
1869,  amounts  to  font  hundred  and  seventy-two  thou- 
sand, four  hundred  and  six  dollars  and  eighteen  cents. 

ASSETS  IN  SINKING  FUND. 

The  assets  remaining  in  the  Kinking  Fund  are  as 
follows,  viz:  Boud»  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Com- 
pany, six  million  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
Agrei'ably  to  an  act  dated  March  30,  1869,  the  Sinking 
Fund  Commissioners  delivered  all  the  obligations  of 
the  Sunbury  and  Erie  Railroad  Company,  being  third 
mortgage  bonds,  to  the  Allegheny  Valley  Railroad 
Company,  and  received  therefor  thirty-five  second  mort- 
gage bonds  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollara  each,  mak- 
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iug  in  all  three  millioQ  five  hundred  tliousaad  dollars, 
executed  by  the  aald  Allegheny  Valley  Railroad  Com- 
pany, und  guai'anteed  by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
Company,  the  Northern  Central  Kailroad  Company  and 
the  I'hiladelphia  and  Erie  Kailroad  Company,  payable 
to  tlie  Commonwealth  as  follows,  viz: 

The  principal  of  one  of  said  bonds  l.lflOll,000)  shall  be 
prtyable  eiu-h  and  every  year,  Itt^lunlng  January  1, 
1875,  and  bo  (-outinuing  tinnually  thereafter  until  the 
said  sum  of  three  'nillion  live  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars shall  be  paid,  nilh  interest  thereon  from  Januai'j 
1,  1872. 

The  eitiKeus  of  Pi-nusylvania  have  always  borne  tax- 
ation not  only  patiently  but  cheerfully,  and  they  are 
still  as  willing  as  i^ver  to  contribute  to  the  payment 
of  all  the  obligationt«  resting  upon  the  State;  but  they 
expect  their  public  servants  who  are  intrusted  with 
the  management  of  their  all'airs,  to  act  upon  the  most 
prudent  and  economical  basis.  In  a  word,  they  de- 
mand reform  in  the  management  of  the  financial  af- 
fairs of  the  State,  a-jd,  a»  far  as  i>08sible,  the  retrench- 
ment of  all  unnecessury  ex[K;nditures. 

On  the  ^SlUh  of  January  last,  replying  to  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate,  I  said: 

I  iKive  the  honor  to  ackuowUdt;e  the  receipt, 
through  the  Clerk  jf  your  Honorable  body,  a  copy  of 
the  following  resolution,  passed  on  the  12th  inst.,  to 
wit: 

"Hesolved,  That  lite  Governor  be  requested  to  sub- 
mit some  plan  to  the  Senate  to  secure  the  State  from 
loss  b.v  the  accumulation  of  hu'ge  amounts  of  surplus 
funds  in  the  Treasiiiy. 

"In  reply.  I  beg  leiive  to  direct  your  attention  to  my 
message  of  January  8,  1868,  in  which  I  say,  'the  bal- 
ance now  in  the  Tn-risurv  might  be  rendered  productive 
by  being  invested  '.n  (he  boiidti  of  the  State,  bearing 
six  per  cent,  interest;'  and  to  the  message  of  January 
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•  6,  1869,  where  1  remark,  'whenever  there  may  be  sur- 
plus funds  in  the  Trtasury,  they  can  with  eafety  and 
benefit  I0  the  State,  be  employed  in  the  purchase  of  ita 
outstanding  bonds,  nnd  in  saving  the  interest  on  them 
which  would  accumulate  prior  to  their  maturity.' " 

Bince  making  these  suggestions,  and  maturely  de- 
liberating upon  the  subject,  1  have  seen  do  reason  to 
chauge  my  mind  in  relation  thereto;  and  now  submit 
the  same  plan,  more  specifically  set  forth,  based  upon 
the  following  statement  of  the  loans  of  the  Commou 
wealth,  viz: 

Amount  of  over  due  loaus,  including 

bank  charter  loaus  and  relief  notes 

unredeemed, 1369,482  25 

Amount  payable  in  JSTO,  interest  5  per 

cent, 1,483,815  65 

Amount  payable  in  t871,  interest  6  per 

cent.,   2,820,750  00 

Amount  payable  in  2872,  interest  6  per 

cent.,    4,907,150  00 

Amount  payable  in  1872,  Interest  5  per 

cent.,    92,850  00 

Amount  payable  in  1877,  interest  6  per 

cent.,    7,909,600  00 

Amount  payable  in  1877,  interest  5  per 

cent. 3,934,400  00 

Amount  ]>ayaMe  in  1878,  interest  5  per 

cent 321,000  00 

Amount  payable  in  1879,  interest  6  per 

cent.,    400,000  00 

Amount  payable  in  L?S2,  interest  6  pi-r 

cent., 9,273,050  00 

Amount  payable  in  1882,  interest  5  per 

cent.,    : .       1,185,950  00 
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Amoiint  payable  in  1SS2,  interest  4^  per 

ceDt.,    112,000.00 


Amount  of  loans, f32,810,047  90 


To  tLe  liquidation  of  lhe«<e  loans  tbe  mirplus  funds 
in  the  Treasury  could,  with  great  propriety,  be  applied. 
TLiH  indebtedoess  in  held  in  bonds  bearing  interest; 
and  it  will  readily  bo  perteivtid  that  this  interest  will 
be  saved  to  tlie  Stale  upon  whatever  amount  of  these 
bonds  may  be  redeiimed,  and  the  sSlate  be  saved  from 
all  risks  of  loss  by  llie  a  (cumulation  of  large  aiuounts 
of  surplus  funds  in  vKe  Treasury. 

A  few  illu»tratiouH  will  show  the  beneficial  working 
of  this  plan.  At  the  termination  of  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing November  3lt,  18t!8,  there  was  an  unexpended  bal- 
ance in  tbe  'I'l'easury  of  $1,012,015.37,  If  the  sugges- 
tions heretofoi-e  miide  had  been  carried  out,  by  the 
investment  of  one  million  of  dollars,  at  that  time,  in 
the  five  per  cent  bo:ids  that  will  fall  due  July  1,  1S70, 
and  which  I  am  credibly  informed  could  then  have 
been  purchased  at  something  less  than  their  i>ar  value, 
the  interest  on  the  name,  from  November  30,  1868,  to 
July  1,  1800,  would  be  seventy-nine  thousand,  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-seven  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents, 
which  has  been  lost  to  the  State.  Agaiu,  on  the  30th 
of  November,  1800,  there  was  in  the  Treasury  an  un- 
expended balance  of  ?1, 400, 802. 49.  If  one  million, 
four  hundred  thousand  doIlai»  of  this  sum  had  been 
invested  in  the  same  kind  of  bonds,  at  par,  on  the  Ist 
day  of  Deiember,  1800,  tbe  interest  for  the  seven  re- 
maining months,  ending  July  1,  1870,  would  be  f40,- 
833.34,  but  which,  in  consequence  of  nonconformity 
to  this  plan,  will  be  lust  to  the  Commonwealth.  I  can- 
not reiterate  too  strongly  my  recommendations  on  this 
subject,  and  would,  ihcrcfore,  recommend  that  a  law 
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be  passed  makiag  it  a  dut;  of  the  Commiseioners  of 
llie  Sinking  Fund  to  invest  ail  surplus  funds  as  rap- 
idly as  they  accrue  in  the  Treasury,  in  the  purchase  of 
the  bonds  of  the  Commonwealth  next  falling  due. 

I  beg,  once  more,  lo  remind  the  Legislature  that  the 
salary  of  the  State  Treasurer  should  at  lea*t  be  equal 
to  that  of  the  Governor.  It  is  only  seventeen  hundred 
dollars,  a  sum  entirely  iusufflcieut  to  command  the 
services  of  any  resiMinsible  man,  who  is  required  to 
furnish  a  bond  with  good  and  approved  sureties,  for 
eighty  thousand  dollars,  and  to  run  the  risk  of  hand- 
ling at  least  hve  or  six  million  of  dollars  per  annum, 
without  the  unlawful  use  of  the  State  funds,  and  subsi- 
dies from  sources  that  dare  uot  be  revealed  to  the  pub- 
lic, because  they  are  positively  prohibited  by  law, 
under  penalties  of  -lo  ordinary  magnitude.  Yet  there 
are  but  few  men  who  have  held  this  ofQce,  however 
poor  they  may  have  been  when  they  took  charge  of  it, 
viho  have  not  become  rich.  There  is  certainly  some 
advantage  to  be  gained  by  the  holding  of  the  position 
of  State  Treasurer,  unknown  to  the  public,  but  which 
readily  accounts  for  the  disgraceful  scramble,  and  for 
the  political  and  moral  debauchery  which  the  people 
of  this  State  seem  to  be  doomed  annually  to  witness, 
in  the  election  of  that  officer;  and  because  of  the  dis- 
grace it  brings  upou  their  representatives,  the  people 
hang  their  heads  in  indignation  and  shame.  Then,  in 
the  name  of  the  good  people  of  Pennsylvania,  I  call 
upon  the  members  of  the  Legislature,  without  distinc- 
tion of  party,  to  rise  above  the  murkyness  of  the  pol- 
luted atmosphere  of  the  past,  to  the  true  dignity  of 
manhood  and  exalt*^  patriotism,  and  purify  the  elec- 
tion of  Treasurer  as  well  as  that  of  every  other  ofBcer 
within  this  Tommouwcalth,  and  punish  every  one  who 
lampei's  with  the  jmrity  of  elections,  whatever  may 
he  his  position  or  pretensions.  And  then  every  one 
who  shall  have  perEormed  his  whole  duty  to  sustain 
84— Vol.  Vlll-^th  Ser. 
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the  true  interests  of  the  State  and  to  maintain  the  high 
dignity  of  her  character,  may  return  unpolluted  and 
with  a  clear  conscic^nce  to  his  constituents,  who  will 
receive  him  with  open  arms,  and  with  the  joyful  ex- 
clamation of  **well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant." 

Liberal  appropriations  are  made  annually  to  our 
penitentiaries,  lunatic  asylums,  and  other  charitable 
and  beneficial  institutions,  without  requiring  from 
those  who  receive  md  disburse  the  money  any  satis- 
factory evidence  that  it  has  been  faithfully  applied  to 
the  objects  intended.  This  is  wrong,  and  should  be 
corrected  without  delay.  All  officei's  of  the  State  who 
receive  public  moneys,  not  excepting  the  Governor, 
are  re^iuired  by  law  and  u»age  to  settle  their  accounts, 
on  proper  vou(;hers,  in  the  Auditor  (jeneraFs  office. 
This  is  right;  and  there  is  no  good  reason  why  the 
same  accountability  should  not  be  enforced  against  all 
those  who  receive  annually  such  large  sums  of  money 
from  the  bounty  of  tlie  Commonwealth.  I,  therefore, 
recommend  that  law  be  passed  requiring  all  persons 
who  receive  and  disburse  State  appropriations,  to  take 
proper  vouchers  for  all  moneys  so  expended  by  them, 
and  to  make  quarterly  settlements  of  the  same  in  the 
Auditor  General's  office.  This  is  important,  not  only 
to  protect  the  interests  of  the  State,  but  also  the  good 
name  of  those  who  receive  and  disbunse  the  money, 
and  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature  through  whose 
influence  the  appropriations  are  represented  to  be  pro- 
cured. 

For  many  years  the  general  appropriation  bills  have 
been  signed  on  the  day  of  the  adjournment  of  the  I^eg- 
islature,  and  1  here  repeat  my  suggestions  of  last  year 
on  this  subject.  *'The  Governor  has  been  forced  either 
to  ©ign  the  bills  without  proper  investigation,  notwith- 
standing any  objections  he  may  have;  susj^end  the 
means  to  defray  the  operations  of  the  government  for 
the  ensuing  year;  or  i-all  an  extra  session  of  the  Legis- 
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laturo.  It  is  thereEore  earueBtlj  desired  that  the  ap- 
propi'intion  bill  be  taken  up  and  diatiissed  and  passed 
at  u  sufficiently  early  i>ei-iod  during  the  session  to  en- 
able the  Governor  to  gi^e  it  that  thorough  examination 
its  iniportanee  demaude." 

COMMON  SCHOOLS. 

The  peculiar  interest  which  -is  always  manifested 
by  the  people  in  the  subject  of  education,  is  an  induce- 
ment to  lay  before  you,  more  at  length  than  would 
otherwise  be  done,  the  principal  statistics  of  the  sys- 
tem drawn  from  tbi;  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Common  Schools, 

Tlu-re  are  within  the  State  1,971  school  districts; 
13,!i;{(i  schools;  2M'>  graded  schools;  12,900  school 
directors;  70  8Ui>eiiutendents;  17,142  teachers,  and 
S15,75y  pupils.  The  average  cost  of  tuition  for  each 
pupil  is  ninety-seven  cents  per  month-  The  whole  cost 
of  tuition  for  the  year  is  ^3,500,704 . 26,  The  total  cost 
including  expenditure  of  all  kinds  during  the  year, 
$«,»«(J,148.92.  Estimated  value  of  school  property, 
114,045,632. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  our  school  law  wae 
made  general  in  the  year  1848,  it  is  remarkable  that 
tliere  still  remain  live  districts  within  the  State  which 
have  not  yet  conformeil  thereto,  Hopes  are  enter- 
tained that  four  of  these  will  soon  accept  the  condi- 
tions of  the  law,  and  the  remaining  one,  known  a»  the 
Harmony  District,  under  the  control  of  tlie  "Econo- 
niitca."  having  a  goo*!  school  of  its  own,  will  probably 
not  ado|>t  the  publio  echool  system  so  long  as  the  pres- 
ent organization  of  Miat  society -exists.  It  is,  therefore, 
a  subject  worthy  jf  hearty  congratulation  that  our 
school  system  has  been  so  universally  adopted  by  the 
voluntary  consent  and  general  acquiescence  of  the 
])eople. 

As  im^iortant  au.tiliaries  to  our  common  schools, 
the  Normal  schools  are  entitled  to  assume  the  front 
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rank.  Their  flourishing  condition  may  be  understood 
from  the  following  statistics:  The  whole  number  of 
student©  that  have  attended  the  four  !Normal  schools 
is  10,237,  of  whom  o21  have  graduated.  During  the 
past  year  there  were  in  these  institutions  76  teachers, 
and  4,178  students.  Since  my  last  annual  communica- 
tion, a  State  Normal  school  has  been  fully  established 
and  recognized  at  Bloomsburg,  Columbia  county.  Its 
buildings  are  of  the  most  finished  and  substantial 
character,  and  it  commences  its  career  under  the  most 
auspicious  circumstances.  Another  is  now  in  a  state 
of  preparation  at  California,  Washington  county,  and 
will  probably  be  completed  during  the  current  yeai*. 

Your  attention  is  again  invited  to  the  fact  that  there 
are  about  seventy-five  thousand  children  in  the  State 
that  do  not  attend  t^chools  of  any  description,  and  who 
are  permitttnl  to  grtnv  up  in  ignorance  and  without  em- 
ployment, and,  in  many  instances,  from  lack  of  indus- 
trial and  educational  training  become  not  only  the 
votaries  of  vice,  but  a  prolific  source  from  which  the 
inmates  of  our  prisous  and  penitentiaries  are  supplied. 

The  number  of  children  throughout  the  State  at- 
tending private  schools,  is  estimated  at  eighty-five 
thousand. 

The  aggregate  of  the  educational  condition  of  the 
children  of  the  Commonwealth,  may  be  thus  stated: 

Attending  the  jmblie  schools, 815,753 

Attending  private  schools, 85,000 

Not  attending  schools  of  any  kind, 75,000 

Whole  number  of  children, 975,753 


r 


The  subject  of  no u  attendance  by  so  large  a  portion 
of  children,  is  specially  and  most  earnestly  commend- 
ed to  your  consideration.  It  is  true  economy  on  the 
part  of  the  State,  if  possible,  to  save  these  children 
from  ignorance,  vagrancy  and  crime.    To  neglect  them 
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would  be  inexcusable,  if  not  criminal.  Doubtless  m 
your  assembled  wisdom  you  will  be  able  to  devise 
som«^  effectual  mode  by  which  thia  evil  can  be  reme- 
died. 

Mauy  of  the  recommendations  contained  in  the  re- 
port of  the  Superintendent  are  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance, and  eminently  aeserving  of  serious  attention  and 
legislative  action.  The  facts  above  set  forth  illustrate 
most  forcibly  the  practical  value  of  our  most  admirable 
common  school  system,  and  bear  testimony  that  can- 
not he  misunderstood,  to  the  wiedoro  and  liberality  by 
which  it  has  been  conceived  and  so  successfully  car- 
ried into  effect. 

SOLDIERS'    ORPHANS'    SCHOOI£. 

Attention  is  invit-.-'I  to  the  report  of  the  Buperinteo- 
dent  of  the  Soldiers'  Orphans*  Schools,  for  the  year 
ending  May  31,  1801),  in  which  is  exhibited  their  con- 
dition, circumstances  and  expenditures. 

The  whole  number  of  children  admitted  into  these 
schools  from  their  origin  to  the  31at  day  of  May,  1869, 
is  four  thousand,  five  hundred  and  nine;  of  whom  three 
hundred  and  seven  have  been  discharged  on  order,  five 
hundred  and  eighteen  on  age,  and  flfty-three  have  died; 
making  a  total  of  eight  hundred  and  seventy-eight, 
which  left  three  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-one 
in  the  schools  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Up  to  May  31, 
18G9,  the  number  of  discharges  from  the  schools  haTt 
exceeded  former  estimates  by  one  hundred  and  eev- 
enty-flve.  The  number  of  applications  for  admission 
on  tile  and  not  acted  on,  was  seven  hundred  and  one; 
some  from  every  county  in  the  State  except  six. 

The  sani-tary  condition  of  the  children  in  these 
school  has  been  remarkably  good.  And  from  the  fore- 
going statement  it  uj  pears  that  during  the  four  years 
in  which  they  have  l)een  in  operation,  the  whole  num- 
ber of  deaths  has  been  less  than  one-third  of  one  per 
cent,  per  annum. 
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The  eutire  i^ost  for  maiirtODanoe,  education,  clothing 
and  general  exi>en9efl,  for  the  year  ending  May  31, 1869, 
differs  but  little  from  the  original  estimate  of  the  8u- 
perinteudeiit,  and 

AmountB  to,   f5O0,971  62 

To  pay  which  there  wan  an 

unex]>eQded  balance  of, .        f  (),001  71 
ApprojMiated     April     11 

1868, 400,000  00 

Appropriated    Martih    13, 

18C9,    50,000  00 

456,004  74 

IJalance  unprovided  for, |44,966  88 


For  which  aum  there  Bbould  he  a  special  appropria- 
tion without  delay,  to  meet  the  jH-essing  wants  of  the 
teachere  of  the  different  institutions,  who  have  been 
already  comi>elled  to  await  its  payment  for  more  than 
seven  montlu*. 

In  his  last  annual  report,  the  Superintendent  esti- 
mated the  expenses  for  the  current  year  terminating 
May  31,  1870,  at  $4:U,700.  The  sum  approiw-iated  for 
that  year,  by  act  of  April  16,  1809,  was  f450,000.  As 
the  Superintendent  repoits  the  expenscB  will  not  ma- 
terially vary  from  his  estimate,  tliei-e  will  therefore 
be  a  deficit  of  ^4,700  for  the  current  year,  to  be  pro- 
vided for  duriag  tho  present  session. 

For  the  maintenance  of  tlieee  schools  during  the 
year  ending  May  31,  1871,  it  is  estimated  that  |534,500 
■  will  be  retjuired.  Which  sum  I  recommend  to  be  ap- 
propriated, with  the  positive  understanding  that  the 
expenditures  shall  n-jt  exceed  that  amount. 

We  are  admoniabv-d  by  the  rapid  expanmon  of  the 
system,  and  by  the  lonstantly  increasing  desire  to  ob- 
tain admission  into  these  schools,  that  some  definite 
limit  should  be  detitrmined  upon  by  law.     It  is  there- 
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fore  recommended  (hat  the  iDdigeut:  eliildren  of  Penn- 
sylvania eoldiers,  who  served  in  Pennsylvania  regi- 
ments, and  who  died  pi-ior  to  January  1,  1806,  from 
n'ounds  received  or  disease  contracted  in  the  service 
of  the  United  Htaci'S  during  the  late  war,  shall  be 
hereafter  admitted,  and  none  others. 

Wilb  unsparing  patience,  well  considered  measurea, 
and  earnestness  of  purpose,  many  defects  have  been 
eradicated,  and  the  schools  have  been  advanced  to  a 
more  jierfect  and  efficient  system  than  that  by  which 
they  were  at  first  characterized,  and  elevated  to  a  con- 
dition not  second  to  any  similar  institutions  in  the 
country.  This  humane  and  philauthropic  service  is 
being  jierformed  by  intelligent  officers  and  faithful 
teachers,  which  will  be  more  fully  shown  by  their  re- 
l>ort8,  communicated  for  the  information  of  the  Legis- 
lature. 

The  establishment  of  theee  institutions,  where  the 
destitute  orphnn  children  of  the  soldiers  who  lost  their 
lives  in  the  suppression  of  the  late  rebellion,  are  fed, 
clothed  and  edncatdl  at  the  public  expense,  continues 
to  command  the  cordial  support,  approval  and  en- 
couragement of  our  citizens.and  tends  to  elevate,  every- 
where, the  reputation  of  Pennsylvania  (the  first  State 
to  establish  such  schools),  to  the  highest  degree,  for 
her  justice,  patriotism  and  philanthropy. 

Most  heartily  have  the  people  endorsed  the  past  ac- 
tion of  their  repn'isentatives  in  relation  to  these 
schools,  and  there  exists  not  a  single  doubt  but  that 
they  will  most  cordially  approve  all  necessary  appro- 
priations for  the  CO  '.tinuance  of  the  support,  education 
and  guardianship  of  these  adopted  children  of  the 
Commonwealth.  To  the  honor,  State  pride  and  hu- 
manity of  the  Jjegislatnre  is  confided  the  guarding  and 
maintaining  of  these  sacred  interests,  and  in  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  this  uoble  duty,  you  shall  receive  from 
me  a  special  and  zealous  concnrreace. 
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AGRICULTURAL.  COLLEGE. 

The  t'stablishment  of  this  college  was  undoubtedly 
inteiidtHi  as  a  prosressivu  movfiuent,  and  under  the 
imprvi^ion  that  it  would  contribute  much  to  the  easy 
acquisitior  of  a  coinbinpd  knowledge  of  agriculture, 
oeience  and  literatni'e,  and  to  promote  the  practical 
education  of  the  iaduetrinl  classes  in  Ihe  several  pur- 
suits of  life.  It  has  bi-en  fowtei'ed  by  the  most  liberal 
legislation,  and  is  -udowed  with  the  sum  of  f381,500, 
invested  in  United  States  and  lVnii«ylvania  bonds, 
yieldhig  an  aggregate  interest  this  year  of  $2ri,5iil .  90, 
■;  which  has  been  paid  to  the  trustees  of  the  institution. 

■|     ;  Thus  far  the  most  satisfactory  results  from  the  work- 

ji!   :  ings  of  the  college  have  not  been  realized.     But  it  is 

V   ■  now  under  the  direction  of  a  president  and  six  learned 

\i  professors.     It  receives  for  its  pupils  only  males  over 

;■  the  age  of  fifteen  jears,  qualiUed  for  admission  by 

j  a  good  common  school  education.     There  are  in  it  at 

;■  present  forty-five  stadents,  with  a  fair  prosi>ect  of  a 

;■  considerable  increase  in  number.     Tuition,  board  and 

■  the  ordinary  necessaries  of  life,  are  there  furnished  at 
'  a  less  rate  than  is  generally  demanded  for  boarding 
i  alone,  thus  affording  an  extraordinary  opportunity  to 
i  the  youth  of  the  country  to  acipiire  an  accomplished 

education    with    comparatively    small    exi)enditurea. 
r  Under  these  rircumyianccft  the  collegia  deserves  the  in- 

■  dulgent  sympathy  luid  support  of  the  people. 

Three  experimental  farms  an'  connected  with  the  col- 
lege, purchased  at  an  aggregate  cost  of  |43,886.50. 
One  is  located  at  the  college,  one  in  Indiana  county, 
'  and  one  in  Chester  county.     Ojierations  have  been 

!  commenced    upon    them    under    the    prescribed    pro- 

\    I  gramme  of  a  series  of  experiments  with  promises  of 

.     i  complete  success;  the  results  of  which  are  to  be  report- 

ed annually  to  the  Li-jiislature  by  the  Professor  of  .\gr!- 
culture.     It  is  confidently  expected  that  the  record  of 
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tliese  exi>eriuieiital  results  will  prove  hit^hly  interest- 
ing, and  greatly  beneficial  to  the  community. 


The  military  department  is  one  of  great  importance 
to  the  honorable  hii^tory  of  the  C'ommonweaith,  and  to 
that  of  her  citizens  individually.  It  is  thii  custodian 
of  all  the  military  records  of  the  State,  embracing  that 
of  every  ofHcer  and  private  soldier,  and  the  history  of 
every  military  transaction  performed  by  the  State  for 
the  suppression  of  ilie  rebellion.  It  has  also  in  its 
custody  all  the  regimental,  Btute  and  Kational  flags 
borne  by  our  soldieia,  and  many  trophies  of  war  won 
by  their  valor  on  the  field.  All  of  which  should  he 
systematically  and  carefully  preserved  and  perpetu- 
ated . 

During  the  last  three  years  all  the  staff  officers  ren- 
dered necessary  by  the  war,  and  the  different  of- 
fices established  for  'the  convenience  of  the  soldiers, 
have  been  diseontiiued,  aud  the  duties  perfoi-med  by 
them,  as  well  as  the  official  boolcs  and  papers,  have 
been  transferred  to  tht-  .Vdjutant  General's  depart- 
ment. He  is,  thereforL',  the  only  military  officer  re- 
maining, to  whom  recourse  is  constantly  had  for  sta- 
tistics and  inforniarion,  not  only  by  the  soldiers,  and 
their  relatives  and  iittorneys,  but  by  other  States  and 
by  the  War  Department  at  Washington.  All  these 
circumstances,  connected  with  the  present  flourishing 
condition  of  the  volunteer  militia  in  the  State,  induce 
me  to  reiiuest  the  <;ontinuiince  of  l^islative  favor  for 
the  Adjutant  Generjil'e  department,  and  that  it  may 
be  generously  supplied  with  such  appropriations  as 
have  been  re^juested  by  the  Adjutant  General  for  that 
office. 

An  unusual  nmrtiul  iicMvity  prevails  throughout  the 
State,  but  more  particularly  in  Philadelphia.  The  en- 
couragement which  has  been  afforded  to  the  uniformed 
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militia  has  been  respoudt'd  to  with  alacrity,  and  is  ex- 
hibited as  follows:  lu  ISGU,  tbere  wei-e  eight  volunteer 
companies;  in  1H(>7,  thirty-eight;  in  18118,  sixty-seven, 
and  in  18ti!),  one  tiundrt'd  aod  eighty-four.  No  less 
than  oufc  hundred  and  seven  companies  were  organized  . 
duriug  the  year  emiing  November  30,  18C9,  of  which 
fifty-six  are  in  Philadelphia,  and  Ufty-oue  in  other 
parts  of  the  State. 

This  is  a  small  but  efficient  and  well  etjuipped  force, 
which,  in  ease  of  riot,  rebellion,  or  other  public  dan- 
ger, would  be  ready  .';t  once  to  imperil  itself  for  the  en- 
forcement of  the  laws,  and  the  protection  of  the  lives 
and  property  of  the  citizens.  It  is,  therefore,  desirable 
that  the  Legislature  should  give  the  volunteers  such 
practical  aid  as  would,  in  some  degree,  compensate 
them  for  the  time  and  money  expended  to  maintain 
their  organizations,  in  which  the  people  are  as  much 
interested  as  the  volunleei's  themselves. 

The  leport  of  the  Adjutant  tieneral  will  be  found  a 
very  interesting  document,  containing  much  valuable 
information  and  many  im]K>rtant  suggistions.  A  care- 
ful perusal  of  its  contents,  and  such  action  thereon, 
as  seems  to  be  demanded  by  their  importance,  is  recom- 
mended. Genei-al  L).  B.  M'Crearj  has  been  elected  to 
membership  in  one  of  your  honorable  bodiee,  and  with 
his  last  report  he  closed  his  cai-eer  as  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral, lu  losing  his  valuable  services  from  a  position 
be  has  ho  ably  filled  for  more  than  two  years,  the  hope 
Is  indulged  that  thf  department  will  gain  an  intelli- 
gent and  devoted  friend,  and  an  able  and  efflcient  ad- 
vocate in  the  halls  ■>!  legislation. 

MILITARY  HISTORY. 

The  report  of  thi  State  Historian  is  deserving  of 
your  careful  attention.  In  it  you  will  find  a  detailed 
account  of  the  operations  of  his  department  from  its 
commencement  to  the  present  time.    The  work  en- 
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trusteed  to  liis  care  iis  oue  ot  no  ordinapy  character  and 
responsibility,  i-equiring  talents  of  a  high  order,  pa- 
tient industry,  careful  research,  and  unbiased  judg- 
ment. The  labor  to  be  performed  is  immense,  and  can 
only  be  ppoi>eply  appreciated  by  those  fuily  acquainted 
with  its  magnitude.  It  embraces  a  faithful  account 
of  all  the  organizations  of  Pennsylvania  troops  during 
the  war  of  the  rebellion;  the  collection  and  adjust- 
ment, in  a  comprehensive  form  of  each  military  organ- 
isation, and  an  uupr3Judiced  description  of  all  military 
transactions  of  Imuoitance,  so  far  as  the  volunteers 
of  this  State  are  concerned,  in  the  camp  and  in  the 
field,  tiiruughout  the  most  terrific  conflict  of  arms  that 
has  ever  occurred  in  tiie  history  of  the  world.  The 
propriety  of  such  a  work  must  be  apparent  to  every 
intelligeot  citixen  of  the  Commonwealth.  Certainly 
it  i»  due  to  the  citizen  soldiers,  who  offered  their  lives 
in  the  defence  of  their  country,  that  their  names 
should,  at  leaat,  re<:eive  a  place  in  the  archives  of  tne 
State,  toward  whose  honor  and  glory  their  gallant 
deeds  have  so  largely  contributed. 

The  work  of  the  Historian,  wheo  completed,  will 
embrace  four  large  octavo  volumes,  in  which  the  name 
of  every  Pennsylvania  volunteer  will  have  its  appro- 
priate jdace.  Two  of  these  volumes  are  already  com- 
pleted, in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  the  Common- 
wealth. The  third  is  rapidly  progressing,  and  with  a 
generous  appropriation  on  the  part  of  your  honorable 
body  the  entire  history  will  be  executed,  if  not  before, 
soon  after  the  close  t»f  the  present  year.  Most  other 
Ktates  are  publishing  histories  similar  to  this,  and  it 
is  due  to  the  importance  of  the  isubject,  and  to  the 
credit  of  the  State,  that  Pennsylvania  should  not  be 
behind  in  this  patriotic  undertaking. 

HOME  FOR  DISABLED  SOU>IH!RS. 
There  is,  probably,  no  State  in  the  American  Union 
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that  has  coutributt^i  more  liberally  toward  the  sup- 
port of  chailtable  iind  Waevolent  institutions  than 
Pennsylvania.  The  appropriations  annually  made  for 
the  benefit  of  the  soldiers'  orphans,  schools,  asylums 
for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  blind  and  insane,  and  many 
similai"  worthy  establish nicuttt  in  which  the  poor,  help- 
less and  otherwise  friendless  are  cared  and  provided 
for,  rertect  great  credit  upon  the  Legislatures  who  have 
donated  the  requisite  means  for  their  support.  But 
there  is  one  other  institution  needed,  and  the  claims 
(or  which  are  more  strongly  urged  by  every  principle 
of  humanity  and  patriotism,  than  any  other  now  in 
existence,  which  has  not  yet  received  the  attention  its 
vast  importance  imperatively  demands.  This  is  a 
home  for  the  soldiers  who  have  "borne  the  battle"  in 
defence  of  the  honor,  integrity  and  perpetuity  of  the 
American  Union.  .No  men  living  have  as  powerful 
claims  u\K)n  the  generosity  and  nurturing  care  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  as  those  who,  upon 
the  battle-field,  fought  to  protect  it  against  threat- 
ened devastation  and  d^rat ruction,  and  who  in  this  pa- 
triotic service,  endangenid  their  lives,  sacrificed  their 
health,  lost  their  limbs,  and  became  enfeebled  and  dis- 
abled for  life.  And  yet  we  daily  see  these  men  (and 
who  does  not  blush  to  see  them?)  to  whom  we  owe  the 
preservation  of  our  government,  the  homes  we  enjoy, 
and  almost  everythiu;^  we  possess,  hobbling  about  our 
streets  on  crutches,  with  missing  limbs,  and  otherwise 
HO  enfei'blcd  as  to  be  entirely  unfitted  for  any  remu- 
nerative employment,  begging  their  bread  from  door 
to  door,  or  sitting  u|>on  the  corners  of  the  streets  turn- 
ing an  organ  for  the  few  jM'nnies  the  charitable  passer- 
by may  feel  di»]M)se'l  to  bestow.  Every  one  of  these 
helpless  men,  whose  patriotic  devotion  to  his  country 
has  brought  him  to  this  deplorable  condition,  is  a  hum- 
ing  reproach  to  the  State  for  whose  welfare  he  has 
met  the  most  serious  and   lamentable  of  all  misfor- 
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tuoes.  All  of  them  appeal,  by  tb«ir  woondB  and  des- 
titutioD,  to  the  people  of  the  Oommouwealtli  for  that 
care  which,  ia  such  contingencies,  was  promised  the 
soldier  of  the  Union,  his  widow,  and  his  orphan  chil- 
dren. It  is  time  that  all  such  promises  should  be  re- 
deemed. The  wounded  and  helpless  soldiers  have  a 
claim  upon  the  State  which  should  not,  and  cannot 
be  ignored.  And  1  do  earnestly  recommend  in  tb«r 
name,  and  in  their  behalf,  that  measures  be  taken  by 
your  honorable  body,  to  eatabtish  for  them  a  home 
where  they  shall  be  amply  provided  with  the  neces- 
sary comforts  of  life,  and  no  longer  be  compelled  to 
be  pensioners  upon  the  scanty  charity  of  the  world. 
This  is  a  debt  the  itate  absolutely  owes,  and  no  time 
should  be  lost  in  its  honorable  liquidation. 

INSURANCE  DKPARTMENT. 
In  two  former  communications  your  attention  was 
called  to  the  importance  of  establishing  in  the  State 
an  insurance  department  similar  to  those  existing  in 
other  States.  But  the  Legislature  has  thus  far  failed 
to  give  the  subject  that  consideration  which  interests 
of  such  magnitude  m  the  people  seem  to  demand.  In- 
Kuronce  deitartmenis  in  some  of  the  States  are  re- 
garded of  paramount  importance,  as  they  effectually 
guard  the  interests  of  the  insured,  and  through  their 
healthy  influence  frauds  and  spurious  companies  so 
common  in  Pennsylvania,  are  rendered  almost  impos- 
sible. The  greatest  benefits  would  certainly  accrue 
both  to  the  companies  and  policy  holders,  as  has  al- 
ready been  demonstrated  in  the  States  of  New  York 
and  Massachusetts,  where  the  subject  of  insurance  has 
received  the  most  careful  study  and  attention,  and 
been  reduced  to  a  science  which  commands  the  appro- 
bation and  confidence  of  all  who  seek  its  protection. 
The  necessity  for  such  a  department,  with  foil  powers 
to  organize  and  examine  all  iasarance  companies,  is 
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eanctioned  by  the  wisdom  of  experience.  And  as  I 
have  heretofore  remarked,  the  result  of  the  protection 
thus  afforded,  is,  that  whilst  foreign  companies  do  im- 
mense business  in  this  State,  so  little  confidence  is 
had  in  those  of  Pennsylvania  that  their  business  is 
almost  entirely  confined  within  the  State  limits;  and 
even  here  foreign  companies  maintain  an  ascendancy. 
To  this  same  defect  is  attributable  the  operations  of 
the  number  of  worthless  companies  that  have  suddenly 
;     i  sprung  into  existence  without  any  solid  basis,  and  as 

suddenly  expired  to  the  injury*  of  those  whose  confi- 
!     '  dence  thev  obtained,  and  to  the  dishonor  of  the  Com- 

*     ;    ..  monwealth. 

I  In  view  of  these  facts,  I  earnestly  repeat  the  recom- 

f  mendation  made  to  I  he  Legislature  at  its  last  session, 

I  that  an  insurance  dt^partment  be  established,  and  a 

f     '  superintendent  appointed  by  law,  who  shall  have  su- 

i  I)ervision  and  control  over  all   insurance  comiKinies 

!  allowed  to  transact  business  within  the  State.     The 

community  is  deeply  interested  in  this  matter,  and  de- 

I 

mands  the  legislative  protection. 

Our  laws  in  relation  to  life  insurance  companies  are 
defective  and  need  jevision  and  correction.     Without 

■  the  protection  refeircnl  to  thi^se  laws  bear  unequally 

upon   our  own  and    foreign   companies.     The  latter, 

^  being  protected  by  legislative  enactment,  are  enabled 

'  to  transact  an  immenft*e  amount  of  business  within 

the  limits  of  this  Commonweiilth,  whilst  our  compa- 
nies, having  no  such  [protection,  can  do  but  little  in 
other  Staters.  The  consequence  is,  that  foreign  com- 
panics  can  readily  afford  to  pay  a  license  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars  to  conduct  their  extensive  operations  in 
Pennsylvania,  whiU*t  our  companies  would  be  sorely 
:  oppressi»d  by  the  imposition  of  the  same  license  tax  in 

States  where  their  operations  are  exceedingly  limited. 
And  yet  these  other  States  have  retaliated  upon  our 

{,;, ;  license  law,  by  adopting  its  provisions  and  demanding 
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from  our  companies  the  same  amouttt  of  HcetiBe  in  each 
Btate  that  we  demand  of  tlieir  companies  in  oom. 
This  is  not  only  oppressive  to  our  own  neglected  com- 
panies, but  it  fails  tti  furnish  a  just  and  equitable  rev- 
enue from  the  various  companies  for  the  amount  of 
business  transacted.  The  tax  should  be  made  to  bear 
equally  upon  all  companies,  whether  home  or  foreign, 
and  be  adjusted  proportionately  to  the  extent  of  their 
several  operations.  This  arrangement  would  be  just 
to  all — oppressive  to  none.  The  abolishment,  there- 
fore, of  the  license  law,  and  the  substitution  in  ita 
place  of  a  reasonable  and  equitable  tax,  would  meet 
the  approbation  of  all  companies,  in  favor  of  equa! 
and  exact  justice,  whether  belonging  to  this  or  any 
other  State.  At  "he  same  time  it  would  insure  a 
larger  income  to  the  Treasury.  For  instance,  there 
are  thirty-seven  life  insuranc«  companies  from  other 
States  doing  businuss  in  Pennsylvania,  who  each  pay 
a  license  of  five  hundred  dollars,  making  the  sum  of 
eighteen  thousand  and  five  hundred  dollars.  Not  one 
of  these  companies  would  object  to  paying  an  equal 
tax  of  say  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  upon  the  amount 
of  their  business.  This,  in  the  aggregate  of  the  thirty- 
seven  companies,  is  more  than  five  millions  of  dollars, 
on  which  a  tax  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  would  be 
twenty-flve  thoueaud  dollars,  increasing  the  revenue 
of  the  State  from  tiiis  source  more  than  six  thousand 
dollars,  and  at  the  same  time  equalizing  the  fax  in 
accordance  with  the  business  done  and  profits  received. 
An  efficient  law,  'Establishing  an  Insurance  Depart- 
ment, such  as  is  recommended,  would  meet  this  and 
all  matters  connected  with  the  subject  of  insurance,  in 
all  its  branches. 

THE  AVONDALB  DISASTER. 

The  recent  disaster  in  the  Avondale  Coal  Mine,  in 
Luzerne  county,  is  siill  fresh  in  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
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pie.  It  caiispd  a  ihrill  of  horror  to  spread  through- 
out tlio  countrj;  and  eveu  in  Europe  it  haB  been  pro- 
ductive of  the  most  painful  euiotions  aud  deepest  sor- 
row lor  the  suffeieis.  Women  aud  children  who  had 
been  accustomed  to  itgard  the  occupatiou  of  the  miner 
as  one  of  ordinary  cliaracter,  now  look  upon  it  as 
fraught  with  dauger,  aud  part  with  relatives  and 
friends,  when  about  to  pursue  their  perilous  occupa- 
tion with  fearful  forebodings.  And  even  the  sturdy 
miner,  hiamelf.  trembles  at  his  dangerous  calling,  aud 
demauds  greater  protection  than  has  hitherto  been 
alforded. 

The  history  of  this  terrible  calamity  seems  to  be  aa 
follows:  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  (ith  of  Septem- 
ber last,  one  liundre<]  and  eight  men  entered  the  Avon- 
dale  Mine  to  prosecute  their  avocation.  None  of  them 
anticipated  danger  as  they  descended  the  fatal  shaft; 
not  one  supposed  that  he  was  entering  a  tomb  in  which 
he  was  doomed  to  be  buried  alive.  Hut  the  destroying 
angel  hovered  over  them,  and  the  shaft,  constmcted 
principally  of  combustible  materials,  having  become 
ignited  from  some  ciiusc,  yet  undetermined,  was  soou 
a  sheet  of  flame,  and  huge  burning  timbers  came  tum- 
bling from  above,  'Choking  up  with  fire  and  smoke  tlie 
only  avenue  of  escape.  Kensible  of  their  peril,  the  un- 
fortunate men  sought  a  place  of  safety,  but  it  was 
not  to  be  found.  They  cried  for  succor,  but  no  earthly- 
arm  could  give  theiu  help;  hopeless  they  huddled  to- 
gether, and  clasped  iu  each  others  arms,  met  death  in 
one  of  its  most  frightful  and  agoniitiug  forms. 

Whilst  this  fearful  scene  was  transpiring  below,  the 
immense  wooden  structure  above  the  shaft  took  fire, 
and  burning  with  frightful  rapidity,  was  soon  reduced 
to  a  crumbling  mass.  Thousands  of  men,  women  and 
children  soon  »uiToanded  the  place,  and  being  unable 
to  afford  the  slightest  relief  to  their  suffering  friends 
below,  tilled  the  air  with  lamentations,  appalling  even 
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to  the  stoute&t  hearts.  Never  hefoi-e  was  a  scene  more 
heart-rending  witnessed  within  the  limits  of  this  Com- 
mon wealth,  and  it  is  trusted  that  through  jour  prompt 
and  efficient  legislative  action,  another  such  will  never 
be  permitted  to  occur. 

The  minee  in  maur  cases  are  constructed  and  man- 
aged in  the  most  aelflsh  and  parsimonious  manner,  the 
owners  exacting  tli<.*  largest  amount  of  profit  from 
them,  for  the  least  possible  outlay;  consequently  some 
of  them,  like  that  of  Avondale,  are  nothing  but  un- 
derground mau-ti-aps,  without  any  other  outlets  than 
wooden  chiinnies,  and  these  constantly  liable  to  be- 
come bhizing  volcanoes,  through  which  escape  is  im- 
IKissible.  The  livcis  of  so  useful  a  class  of  men  as  our 
miners  should  not,  and  must  not  be  permitted  to  be 
thus  sairiflced  upon  the  altar  of  human  cupidity.  Yet 
a  reprehensible  neglect  to  give  them  that  protection 
by  law  which  their  valuable  services,  at  best  laborious 
and  dangerous,  unquestionably  deserves,  renders  our 
mining  system  worse  than  that  of  any  other  country, 
whilst  our  mining  interests  are  une<]ualed  by  those  of 
any  other  part  of  the  world. 

The  most  appaltiu!>  accidents  on  record  have  been 
traced  to  unsafe  niethods  of  ventilation,  and  more 
fMpecially  to  the  employment  of  furnaces  at  or  near 
the  bottom  of  the  shafts.  Where  the  furnace  is  used, 
and  the  smoke  is  carried  through  a  wooden  chimney, 
it  seems  almost  certain  that,  sooner  or  later,  by  the 
inevitable  accumulation  of  soot  or  carbon  upon  the 
fi-ame-worii,  it  must  ignite  from  the  ascending  sparks 
or  from  the  heat  of  the  furnace,  and  a  conflagration 
ensue.  To  guard  against  this,  it  should  he  made  ob- 
ligatory, if  the  ventilating  furnace  be  still  allowed,  to 
build  the  chimnies.  tlie  sides  of  the  shaft,  and  the  buila- 
ings  surrounding  it  at  the  top  with  incombustible  ma- 
terials. Ituteven  thin  precaution  is  not  a  sure  safeguard, 
for  the  fire  is  liable,  at  any  moment,  to  communicate 
65— Vul.  VIII— 4th  Ser. 
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with  the  '*ftre-damp''  or  other  gaseous  vapors,  that,  de 
spite  of  all  known  means  of  prevention,  will  generate 
in  the  best  regulated  mines.  The  propriety  of  dis- 
pensing entirely,  therefore,  with  the  furnace,  has  re- 
ceived the  serious  consideration  of  scientific  miners 
and  engineers,  and  the  fan,  in  many  instances,  has 
been  substituted,  which  being  worked  by  machinery 
at  the  surface,  produces  a  more  constant  current  of  air, 
dispenses  it  more  fieely  through  the  gangways  and 
chambera,  and,  in  all  respects,  accomplishes  the  ab- 
ject desired  with  better  effect;  and  when  the  shafts 
and  surface  buildiu;»s  are  fire-proof,  without  the  possi- 
bility of  danger.  This  system  of  ventilation,  with  ad- 
vantages so  pali>ably  obvious,  will,  no  doubt,  be  uni- 
versally adopted,  i^ut  the  very  nature  of  mining  op- 
erations subjects  them  to  other  dangers.  The  walls 
and  roofing  of  the  mines,  from  the  effects  of  blasting 
and  other  causes,  fn»(|uently  give  way  and  fill  up  the 
gangways  so  as  to  render  them  impassable,  as  in  the 
more  recent  eahnnilv  at  Stockton,  which  resulted  in 
the  death  of  ten  persons.  Hence  it  is  absolutely  nec- 
essary, and  should  be  imi>eratively  demanded,  that 
every  mine  should  have  more  than  a  single  avenue  of 
ingress  and  egress.  Whether  as  regards  fire,  or  any 
other  source  of  dan«;er  to  which  the  miner  is  exposed, 
this  is  his  surest  promise  of  safety.  Whatever  system 
of  ventilation  may  \n  approveil,  or  safety  lamp  adopt- 
ed, the  means  of  ei^icaiK*  from  the  mines,  when  danger 
occurs,  will  dei>end  very  materially  upon  the  provision 
made  for  the  exit   )f  the  miner. 

The  b(»st  metho^J  of  (constructing,  ventilating  and 
working  tin*  mines,  slionld  be  unhesitatingly  adopted; 
and  the  system  adopted  rigidly  enforc(»d.  Tlie  inquiry, 
therefore,  into  the  causes  which  i)roduced  this  shock- 
ing catastrophe — the  vaiious  theories  that  have  been 
promulgated  concerning  it,  the  remedies  for  the  pre- 
vention   of    similar   occurrences    hereafter,    the    con- 
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struction  and  ventilation  of  (^ollieriee,  and  the  modes 
of  coiidu<-ting  their  operations  so  that  the  operatives 
may  prosecute  theii*  labor  without  imperilling  their 
lives,  are  proper  subjects  for  legislative  consideration. 

Such  laws  as  yoo  may  enact  can  most  certainly  he 
enforced  by  competent  inspectors  in  the  mining  dis- 
tricts, wlio  should  he  chosen  with  strict  regard  to 
character,  integrity,  capability  and  scientific  know- 
ledge; and  whose  ditties  should  be  so  speciflcally  de- 
fined that  they  cannot  he  misnaderstood. 

I,  therefore,  moat  ^^spectfully  and  earnestly  recom- 
mend that  this  wholi?  subject  receive  the  attention  its 
iuiportauce  deniands,  and  that  a  law  be  passed,  so 
general  in  its  character  and  so  stringent  in  its  pro- 
visions, that  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  will 
never  agaiu  be  ap^KiUed  by  a  calamity,  within  her  lim- 
its, so  sad  as  that  of  Avondale. 

BOARD  OP  PUBLIC  CHARITIES. 

In  accordance  with  an  act  of  the  lust  Legislature,  a 
Board  of  I'uhlic  Charities  has  been  appointed,  con- 
sisting of  the  following  gentlemen,  viz:  Oen.  Thomas 
L.  Kane,  for  five  years;  F.  B.  Pennimau,  Esq.,  four 
years;  Hon.  O,  Dawson  Coleman,  thrw  years;  George 

L,  Harrison,  Esq.,  two  years;    and  one 

year.  The  board  oi-ganized  by  ele<'ting  Gen.  Kane, 
President,  and  Hon.  Wilmer  Worthlngton,  Secretary 
and  General  Agent.  From  the  establishment  of  this 
hoard,  and  especially  from  the  high  character  and  qual- 
iflcations  of  the  gendemen  who  have  coneented  to  as- 
sume its  inijiortant  trusts  and  reKponsihililies,  we  have 
reason  to  ho)>e  for  the  most  beneficial  resultH.  This 
change  in  the  mannsement  of  our  charitable  affairs  is 
deemed  of  the  highr>i<t  importance  by  many  person*  in- 
timately conversant  with  the  workings  and  manage- 
ment of  these  institutions. 

A  thorough  review  of  all  the  establishments  receiv- 
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ing  appropriations  from  the  State  by  this  board,  will 
give  an  assurance  to  the  Legislature  and  the  people, 
which  they  have  never  heretofore  possessed,  that  their 
benefactions  will  be  worthily  bes1:owed  and  properly 
employed. 

j-  Some  time  during  the  present  session,  the  board  will 

present  to  the  Legislature,  a  report  of  the  conditioD 

i'  and  requirements  of  the  various  institutions  that  have 

been  recipients  of  appropiiations  from  the  State,  with 
such  recommendations  as  may  be  deemed  necessary; 
and,  therefore,  no  information  concerning  them,  ex 
cept  the  annual  I'eports  of  the  superintendents,  will  at 

'i  present  be  laid  before  vou. 


GEOLOGICAL  SURVEY. 

(Many  prominent  rilizens  have  represented  that  there 
exists  great  necessity  for  a  more  complete  geological 
and  mineralogical  survey  of  the  State  than  at  present 
exists. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  the  developments  of  mineral 
wealth  that  would  r(*sult  from  such  a  survey  would  be 
immense,  and  the  beneficial  returns  to  the  State  would 
nianj'  time®  more  than  reimburse  the  Treasury  for  the 
exi>en8es  attending  :1,  including  the  printing  of  re- 
ports, maps,  iV:c.,  siilTlcient  for  the  information  of  the 
people. 

Should  the  legislature  concur  in  these  views,  and 
pass  a  law  authorizing  such  a  mirvey,  it  will  meet  with 
Executive  approval. 

INSPECTION   OF  GAS. 

At  the  last  session  a  law  was  parsed  creating  tbe 
office  of  in8i)ector  of  gas  and  gas  metres  for  the  county 
of  Allegheny;  and  in  accordance  therewith,  I  have 
appointed  an  inspector  possessing  the  necessary  sci- 
entific (lualilications. 

The  necessfity  for  such  a  law  has  been  long  and  ex- 
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tensively  felt,  anl  it  has  been  earnestly  demanded  by 
a  targe  numlier  of  highly  reepectable  citizens,  whose 
opinions  are  eminently  worthy  of  eonwderation.  1 
therefore  respectfully  recommend  that  the  juet  and 
equilTible  pruvisioud  of  the  Allegheny  county  law  be 
extended  to  other  counties  in  which  gas  is  largely  con- 
sumed. 

REVISION   OF   THE   CIVIL   CODE. 

The  law  on  thin  subject  does  not  contemplate  a  full 
report  from  the  ('ommisuiouei's  to  revise  the  general 
statutes  of  the  State,  before  the  session  of  1871.  It 
mar,  however,  be  im!K>rtant  to  state  that  his  work  has 
so  far  progressed  as  to  make  il  almost  certain  that  it 
will  be  completed  and  ready  for  the  press  so  soon  after 
the  close  of  the  present  session  as  will  allow  time  to 
bring  witliin  the  code  such  of  your  enactments  as  may 
with  propriety  be  incorporated. 

The  Gomntissionpi's  will  report  for  your  considera- 
tion, the  revised  school  laws,  as  the  present  edition 
is  exhausted,  and  it  would  be  incxitedient  to  re-print 
them  when  they  might  be  superseded  by  others  in  the 
course  of  the  current  year-. 

A  general  road  hiw,  and  one  for  the  support  and 
maintenance  of  th^-  poor,  luive  heretofore  been  re- 
ported but  not  definitely  acted  upon,  and  the  frequent 
demands  made  for  such  enactments  to  correct  many 
existing  abuses,  and  supply  a  common  public  want, 
render  it  desirable  that  these  enactments  should  re- 
ceive your  early  attention. 

The  State  census  will  be  tal^en  daring  tlje  year,  and 
the  hiw  for  its  regiilntion  having  in  It  some  provisions 
not  now  re^iuired,  a  revised  bill  will  be  presented  by 
the  Commissioners  for  legislative  action. 

In  view  of  the  changes  which  the  revised  code  is  ex- 
pected to  produce,  it  is  desirable  that  no  more  laws 
of  a  general  character  be  enacted  than  is  indispensably 
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necesBary,  as  they  might  oceaciou  a  necessity  for  a  re- 
vision of  what  has  already  received  appropriate  at- 
tention, and  cause  delay  in  the  completion  of  the  work. 


■■    !*  STATISTICS. 


A  great  inconvenience  has  long  been  felt  in  every 
department  of  the  (executive  and  legislative  branches 
of  the  governmnt,  for  the  want  of  properly  reeord^ni 
statisftical  information,  relating  to  the  development 
and  growth  of  the  resources  of  the  Commonwealth. 
It  is  impossible  for  any  State  officer  to  reiK)^  the  ac- 
tual or  even  approximate  amount  of  any  of  our  great 
natural  resource©,  and  it  cannot  be  ascertained  from 
year  to  year  the  amount  of  coal  mined,  petroleum  pro- 
duced, lumber  cut  or  iron  manufactured,  without  spc^ 
cial  reference  to  those  who  have  charge  of  the  indus- 
tries growing  out  ot  these  products.  At  very  little 
cost  and  labor,  statistics  relating  to  all  these  objects 
could  be  gathered  and  annually  (embraced  in  a  i*epart 
to  be  made  to,  and  published  by  the  legislature.  The 
value  of  such  information  would  be  of  incalculable 
importance  in  an  official  way,  as  well  as  in  the  general 
business  of  the  country.  It  would  stimulate  comi>eti- 
tion,  exhibit  the  inexhaustible  materials  within  our 
borders,  and  give  our  people  and  others,  a  more  per- 
fect idea  of  our  wealth  and  resources.  The  ri^coin- 
mendation  made  last  year  for  the  establishment  of  a 
desk  for  the  collection  and  pi*eservation  of  statistics 
relative  to  exports  and  imports,  agriculture,  manufac- 
tures, coal,  ii-on,  oil,  lumber,  &c.,  and  for  the  collection 
of  mineral ogical  and  geological  specimens,  and  other 
things  that  may  be  deemed  appi-opriate  to  such  a  de- 
partment, is  resi^ctfully  renewed,  with  the  suggestion 
that  the  duties  be  attached  to  the  office  of  the  Librarian 
and  his  Assistant,  with  a  reasonable  increase  of  com- 
pensation, and  an  api>ropnation  for  the  same. 
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PRISON  DISCIPUNE. 
In  iiet'oi'dauce  with  a  liiw  approved  April  13.  1867, 
Mahlnn  H.  Dickinson.  E»«i..  of  I*hiladflphia,  was  ap- 
pointed "to  visit,  for  phiIaQthi-0]Hc  purposes,  the  pris- 
ons and  almshouses  in  the  various  counties  of  the  Com- 
monwealth." His  (second  report,  which  is  herewith 
presented,  emhraces  a  vast  amount  of  useful  informa- 
tiOD,  and  will  be  found  highly  interesting  and  worthy 
of  mature  consideration.  It  will  he  seen  that  while 
some  of  our  county  prisons  have  beeen  construoted 
and  are  heing  conducted  with  strict  regard  to  the 
proper  objects  of  panishment,  others  are  utterly  unfit 
for  any  such  purposes,  and  ai-e  a  disgrace  and  reproach 
to  a  civilized  age  aad  a  Christian  people.  The  Com- 
missioner,  in  regard  to  some  of  these,  describes  them 
"as  being  unsafe,  where  prisoners  could  not  be  held 
unless  loaded  with  chains,  where  the  sexes  were  not 
separated,  where  there  was  no  discipline,  or  any  effort 
made  towards  the  moral  or  i-eligious  improvement  of 
the  inmates;  the  buildings  totally  unfit  for  the  pur- 
poses of  a  prison;  and  where  the  prisoners  became 
schooled  in  vice,  and  eventually  graduated  prepared 
for  a  life  of  lawlessness."  In  some  of  the  prisons  the 
cells  are  represented  as  contracted  dungeon^,  into 
which  not  a  ray  of  toinshine  or  a  draft  of  pure  air  can 
enter,  and  in  which  a  human  being  could  not  possibly 
live  through  a  lengthy  term  of  sentence.  And  in  still 
others,  in  consetiuence  of  the  want  of  proper  accom- 
modations, all  classes  of  criminals,  from  the  most  har- 
dened and  aged  to  the  youth  of  tender  years,  are  per- 
mitted to  congregate,  and  indulge  rn  card  playing,  pro- 
fanity, and  almost  every  species  of  immorality  and 
crimt'.  Under  such  circumstances,  I'eformation,  which 
is  the  gi-and  object  of  divine,  and  should  be  of  all  hu- 
man laws  'and  punishments,  is  rendered  imposuble; 
whilst  hideous  lessons  of  vice  are  taught  and  learned, 
to  he  practiced  when  future  opportunity  occurs.    This 
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is  all  wrong,  and  a  is-meily  for  the  L'\il  should  by  all 
means  be  applied.  >To  commuuit;  haa  a  moral  or  le- 
gal right  to  inflict  {lunishment  as  a  mere  retaliatory 
measure,  or  in  sueh  a  manner  as  to  eudanger  the 
health  and  life  of  the  criminal,  to  deadeu  him  to  all 
the  better  sensibilities  of  bis  nature,  and  to  absolutely 
harden  him  to  the  oommiasion  of  crime. 

The  commissionem  appointed  "to  inquire  into  the 
various  systems  oi  prison  discipline,  as  practiced  in 
other  States  and  countries,  as  compared  with  what  is 
known  as  the  Pennsylvania  system,"  will  submit  jou 
their  report  at  an  early  day,  from  which  you  will  learn 
that  the  capacity  of  our  penitentiaries  is  at  present 
competent  for  the  safe  keeping  and  proper  punishment 
of  all  offenders  of  the  higher  grades,  and  that  work- 
houses and  houses  of  correctiou  are  needed  for  those 
whose  crimes  are  of  a  more  trivial  character,  and 
whose  reformation  .md  future  usefulness  may  be  ac- 
complished by  a  humane  system  of  discipline,  such  as 
will  be  recommended. 

THE  JUDICIARY. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  various 
parts  of  the  State,  re])resenting  that  the  pi-e»ent  Ju- 
dicial force  is  inadequate  for  the  purposes  designed. 
Since  the  number  of  judges  was  fixed,  the  business  of 
the  courts  has  greatly  increased,  with  oni'  rapidly  ex- 
panding population,  and  the  multiplication  of  com- 
mercial and  business  operations  of  our  giowlug  Com- 
monwealth. How  far  relief  should  be  afforded  is  well 
worthy  of  careful  consideration. 

In  one  district  of  the  Supreme  ('ourt,  over  seven 
hundred  new  oases  have  been  docketed  within  one  year. 
Many  of  these  involve  very  lai^c  amounts  .and  import- 
ant legal  principles  and  their  propi'r  consideration 
imposes  upon  the  judges  great  labor  and  resjwnsibility. 
In  the  otber  districts  of  this  court  the  argument  lists 
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are  also  becoming  s-j  croMded  that  it  is  impossible  to 
dispose  of  the  business  with  that  promptness  and  in- 
tellif^nce  deiiiaodeil  by  the  public  intei'ests;  and  es- 
pecially, with  one  of  the  judges,  as  now  required  by 
law,  assigDCd  to  duty  in  the  court  of  nisi  prius  at  Phil- 
adelphia. 1  iherefu'e  earnestly  recommend  an  addi- 
tional judge  for  this  court,  believing  it  a  public  ne- 
ce»8itY,  in  justice  to  the  many  suitors,  and  to  the 
judges  who  have  moi-e  work  than  should  be  required 
of  the  present  number  of  men,  let  them  be  ever  so  la- 
borious and  efBcieut, 

BOUNDARY  UNE. 

In  obedience  to  ''an  act  to  settle,  determine  and  lo- 
cate the  southern  boundary  line  of  the  Common- 
wealth," approved  March  20,  1869,  I  appointed  James' 
Worrall,  Esq.,  of  Uarrisburg,  and  Strickland  Kneass, 
Es*!-,  of  Philadelphia,  both  civil  engineer,  Commis- 
sioners on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania,  to  act  "in  con- 
junction with  like  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the 
State  of  Delaware.*' 

The  Governor  of  that  State  was  promptly  furnished 
with  a  copy  of  the  act,  and  informed  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Commissioners  under  it,  and  hi«  co-operation 
invited.  But,  so  far  as  I  am  advised,  no  action  of  any 
kind  has  been  taken  by  Delaware  on  the  subject;  and 
conseiiuently  the  work  contemplated  by  the  act  above 
referred  to  has  not  been  performed. 

Your  special  attention  is  invited  to  the  report  of 
our  Commissioners,  which  is  herewith  communicated. 

IN  HBMORIAM. 

It  is  eminently  proper  that  special  notice  should  be 
taken  of  the  decease  of  such  persons  as  have  occupied 
prominent  iK)sitions  in,  and  rendered  distinguished 
services  to  the  State.  Conspicuous  among  ibeae  were 
Hon.  Joseph  Ritner  and  Hon.  David  R.  Porter,  both 
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of  whom  died  durint!^  the  present  admiuistration.  Dur- 
ing their  eventful  lives  the}-  shared  largely  in  the  pub- 
He  confidence  and  regard,  and  filled  many  posts  of 
honor,  trust  and  resjionsibility,  including  that  of  Gov- 
ernor, with  difitinguifthed  fidelity  and  patriotism.  They 
were  conspicuously  identified  with  all  the  grave  and 
important  (piestious  of  State  i>olic3'  and  administra- 
tion, through  the  eventful  period  in  which  they  lived, 
and  contnbuted  largely  to  shai>e  and  strengthen  the 
firm  foundations  of  our  Commonwealth,  upon  which 
others  have  beeu  enabled  to  build  securely.  They 
have  passed  away,  ripe  in  years  and  full  of  honours; 
and  it  is  respectfully  submitted  whether  it  be  not 
projier  for  the  liegislature  to  take  »ome  appropriate 
notice  of  the  lameut<^l  death  of  these  two  distinguished 
public  servants. 

PARDONS. 

It  has  grown  into  a  custom  to  regard  an  application 
for  executive  clemency  as  an  indisi)eusable  ]>art  of 
the  machinery  of  •  riminal  justice.  Because  the  Ex- 
ecutive is  invested  with  the  power  to  pardon,  it  is  bj 
many  supposed  that  he  hjivs  not  only  the  right,  but  that 
it  is  his  duty  to  examine  into  every  allegation  of  error, 
and  give  a  favorable  response  to  everv'  applicant;  and 
hence,  petitions  for  ])aiHion  are  becoming  so  numerous 
that  the  mere  examination  of  them  is  exhaustive  of  a 
large  amounl  of  valuable  time;  at  least  an  hour  in 
c*ach  case,  exclusive  of  the  time  occupied  in  corre- 
si>ondeuce  with  th»^  judges,  district  attorneys  and 
other  parties.  Criminals  are  no  sooner  convicted,  than 
their  friends  and  other  interested  parties,  who  seem  to 
think  that  it  is  the  Governor's  constitutional  duty  to 
nullify  the  laws  instead  of  seeing  that  they  are  faith- 
fully executed,  pn»j>are  a  raid  upon  him,  and  employ 
in  their  importunities  for  pardon  every  device  that 
human  ingenuity  can  suggest;  and  if  but  a  tithe  of  the 
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representation**  set  forth  were  believed,  one  would  be 
led  to  supiHHiC  that  our  courts  are  daily  guilty  of  the 
grossest  blunders,  aud  that  justice  is  far  more  blind 
than  she  has  ever  been  painted  by  the  most  skillful 
artist. 

During  the  year  ynding  December  31,  1869,  there 
have  been  fifteen  hundred  and  fifty  applications  for 
j-ai-don,  of  which  iixty-two,  or  four  per  cent,,  were 
granted,  eleven  hundred  and  eight  rejected,  and  three 
hundred  and  eighty  lire  still  under  advisement. 

Forborne  reason,  n<it  etisily  understood,  it  seems  that 
public  sentiment  has  become  perverted  on  this  im- 
portant subject  of  pardons.  The  framers  of  our  gov- 
ernment, as  I  understand  it,  never  contemplated  an 
indiscriminate  use  of  the  pardoning  power.  It  was 
only  designed  for  the  correction  of  manifest  errors  or 
oppressions,  palpable  mistakes,  cases  of  after-discov- 
ered evidence,  and  others  of  exceptional  character. 
Both  the  theory  of  our  government  and  public  policy 
require  that  the  pardoning  power  should  be  kept  with- 
in these  reasonable  limits;  and  not  be  made  an  in- 
strument to  defeat  the  execution  of  the  laws  and  the 
administration  of  public  justice.  All  ordinary  cases, 
therefore,  are  wholly  outside  of,  and  in  conflict  with, 
the  principle  on  which  Executive  clemency  should  be 
based;  and  none  such  should  be  presented  for  con- 
sideration. It  is  earnestly  hoped  the  public  will  un- 
derstand and  act  in  accordance  with  this  view  of  the 
subject,  as  due  alike  to  the  Executive  and  a  projier 
regard  for  the  execution  of  the  laws, 

NATIONAL   AFFAIRS. 

Having  laid  before  yon  a  general  survey  of  the  af- 
fairs and  condition  of  the  State,  which  relate  to  the 
rouiiHon  welfare,  it  affords  me  also  the  highest  grati- 
fication to  add  that  the  amicable  intercourse  and  pleas- 
ant relations  which  have  so  long  existed  between  the 
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j^overiiiiii'iit  of  PeiinsylviiHin  and  tlie  yovcmmi'LtB  of 
iill  the  other  Ktatefg  iiud  of  the  Union,  contiuue  unim- 
I»aii-ed;  and  conseqiumtly,  our  reBolutton,  "to  preaerre, 
protect  and  defend"  these  fundamental  principles  of 
humanity,  ei|UJil  rifrlttB  and  ennal  justice  to  all,  uni- 
vereal  freedoui  and  a  united  lountry,  in  greatly 
strengthened. 

Tiie  general  I'eljiliona  of  tlie  National  Government, 
JI8  set  forth  iu  the  recent  annual  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent, continue  to  be  "peace  at  home  and  without  en- 
tangling alliance's  jliroad;"  the  rccon  at  miction  of  the 
States  lately  in  rebellion  is  being  rapidly  accomplished 
— tht'  revenues  ai-e  luilhfully  collected — the  National 
debt  is  being  liquidated,  at  the  rate  of  about  one  hun- 
dred million  dollai*s  per  annum,  and  repudiation  has 
been  emphatically  rftpudiated.  A  strict  and  uncom- 
promising adherence  to  this  policy  by  a  prudent  and 
economical  administration  has  already  restored  the 
National  character  to  the  fullest  confidence  iu  the 
mind»,  not  only  of  imr  countrymen  but  of  foreigners, 
and  has  allayed  all  spirit  of  discontent  that  might  have 
be<m  dangerous  to  the  stability  of  our  institutions. 

There  is  auother  subject  also  of  National  import- 
ance claiming  our  Attention,  because  it  directly  affects 
the  industrial  operaiious  in  which  Pennsylvania  is  so 
largely  intereatcsl.  Movements,  characterized  with  the 
givatpst  energy,  are  now  being  made  by  those  inter- 
esled  in  free  trade,  io  induce  Congress  to  take  such  ac- 
tion a«  will  permit  the  fit'e  introduction  of  steel,  iron 
and  iron  umtcrials  for  ship  building,  and  many  other 
modifications  of  the  taritf  lawH.  Should  such  efforts 
be  Buccessfnl.  the  ri-c^ult  must  jirove  disastrous  to  the 
great  coal,  iron  and  ullier  interests  of  our  Ktnte,  di- 
minishing the  prodaclion  of  iron  and  other  maiiiifac- 
lured  articles,  and  conse<|uently  the  consumption  of 
coal,  and  be  destructive  to  our  valuable  home  mnrketo. 
It  would  also  prove  disastrous  to  uiany  of  our  cap- 
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italists  and  working  people — depriving  them  of  all 
reaaonable  prospects  of  future  activity  and  remunera- 
ting wages — and  bring  our  producers  into  a  ruinous 
competition  with  pauper  labor  from  abroad.  So  far 
as  the  present  system  affords  protectioa  to  the  manu- 
factures, labor  and  [iroducts  of  Pennsylvania,  it  is  ob- 
ligatory upon  us  to  use  all  favorable  means  to  pre- 
vent any  reduction  of  existing  duties.  Our  miners,  la- 
borers aud  manufacturera  should  not  be  thrown  out  of 
employment  by  the  proposed  change  of  duties  on  for- 
eign imports,  wliicli  has  always  heretofore  resulted  in 
the  prostration  of  every  department  of  trade,  labor  and 
business,  and  entatltNl  upon  us  the  manifold  evils  of 
National,  State  and  individual  bankruptcy.  We  owe 
it  as  a  duty  to  our  constituents  to  instruct  our  Sen- 
ators and  re<iuefit  our  Representatives  in  Congress  to 
oppose  all  such  attempts.  For  the  same  reasons  we 
fliould  oppose  any  ri^-ciprocity  treatii's  by  which  the 
jieopk'  of  Canada  cau  gain  advantages  over  our  own 
lunibonuon,  farmers  and  other  producers,  within  our 
limits. 

While  acknowledging  the  rightful  constitutional  au- 
thority of  the  fienernl  (lovernment  to  dispose  of  all 
tjueslions  relative  to  national  atTairs,  and  while  in  no 
manner  seeking  to  interfere  with  the  exercise  of  that 
authority,  I  cannot  refrain  from  alluding  to  the  fact, 
that  for  moi-e  than  .'i  year  a  brave  people  in  Cuba  have 
been  struggling  for  iheir  independence  against  great 
odds,  in  the  face  of  barbarities  and  atrocities  which 
will  forever  be  a  foul  blot  upon  the  history  of  Spain. 
We  slumld  indet.'d  be  unmindful  of  humanity  and  of 
the  greatness  of  our  nationality,  if  we  omitted  to  no- 
lice  this  iiiitriotic  effort  by  the  Cubans  to  throw  off  the 
Sj)anisli  yoke,  and  like  our  own  ancestoi-s,  "to  assume 
uuioug  the  powers  of  the  earth  the  separate  and  etgual 
station  to  which  nature  and  nature's  God  entitle  them." 
The  ni-w  organization  ha«  abolished  slavery,  and  attest- 
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ed  its  right  not  only  to  onr  sympathy  but  to  recogni- 
tion, by  the  vigor  .in<l  dc'terini nation  of  its  reslBtanee 
to  tbi>  oppressiona  cf  the  mother  country.  AlmoBt 
from  (be  beginning  of  our  Kational  Government,  Cou- 
gresH  lias  furnished  nunierouH  precedents  for  the  ac- 
tion here  indicated,  tven  when  the  people  Btruggling 
for  liberty  were  not  npon  the  American  continent. 
They  recognized  Gr>!ece  in  lier  efforts  to  establish  her 
nationality  against  Turkish  opi>ression.  The  same 
spirit  prevailed  not  only  towards  Poland,  Italy  and 
Hungary,  but  to  Ir'.'land  in  all  her  movements  to  re- 
gain her  long  lost  nationality.  These  eountries  had 
the  uniitistakable  Kymi>athy  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  our  public  men,  in  every  branch  of  the 
government,  never  hositated  to  speak  in  their  defence. 
In  the  ease  of  the  French  revolution,  the  statf^men  of 
America  gave  f\ery  encomagenicut  lo  the  jwople  of 
that  country  to  establish  a  republican  form  of  gov- 
ernment. I'lwn  this  continent  there  are  numerous  in- 
stances of  active  sympnthii'S  with  the  struggles  of  the 
people  for  liberty  in  various  nations.  In  the  case  of 
Texas,  during  her  lonflict  with  Mexico,  she  not  only 
had  our  nndlMguised  friendship,  but  obtained  our  recojf- 
nitioa  of  her  independent  nationality,  and  soon  after- 
wards she  was  annexed  to  our  great  sisterhood  of 
States. 

It  is  in  singular  contrast  with  these  historic  prece- 
dents, that  the  p^-ojflo  of  Cuba  have  as  yet  received  no 
national  pucouragcnient  or  recognition,  while  they  are 
imitating  the  exampie  of  our  fathers,  who,  as  colonists, 
struck  down  the  hand  which  oppressed  them,  and  es- 
tablished for  themselves  a  free  and  independent  gov- 
ernment. There  is  no  question  but  that  the  patrioto 
of  Cuba  have  the  wirni  and  emphatic  sympathy  of  a 
great  majority  of  thi  people  of  this  and  other  States, 
and  I  but  give  utterance  to  what  is  an  abiding  senti- 
ment among  (he  masses,  when  !  declare  a  hearty  syra- 
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path;  with  the  people  of  that  Island  now  endeaToring 
to  oast  off  the  yoke  i.f  oppression  fastened  eo  long  npoD 
them  by  an  iutoleiunt  governraeut.  Tlie  gem  of  the 
Antilles  of  right  belongs  to  republican  rule,  and  is, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  covered  by  the  Monroe  doc- 
trine, 80  that  whatever  recognition  the  government 
might  extend  to  the  republicans  of  Cuba,  it  would  only 
amount  to  the  practical  enforcement  of  what  our  na- 
tion has  so  long  adviinced  in  theory,  ('uba  is  an  Amer- 
ican island.  Ueogruphically  it  belongs  to  the  United 
Ktutea.  its  nc<|uieition  has  been  a  leading  principle 
with  many  of  our  ablest  stateameu  from  an  early 
l)eriod  in  our  history.  Jefferson,  Madison,  Adams, 
(.'lay.  Van  Bui'en,  Ituchanau  and  many  otfaera  advo- 
cated the  iucorponuion  of  Cuba  into  the  Union.  It 
is  ho]H>d  the  time  wilt  soon  come,  if  it  has  not  already 
ai'fived.  when  by  the  enunciation  of  a  prompt  and  de- 
cided policy  11  brave  ]K«ple  may  be  i-ecognized  as  in- 
dependent, and  the  cause  of  republican  principles  re- 
ceive new  encouragi.ment, 

The  management  of  our  national  finances  is  one  of 
the  most  delicate  and  important  <)ueetions  now  under 
considenition  by  th--  American  i»eople,  and  while  it 
is  not  my  intention  ro  offer  any  plan  to  settle  a  matter 
which  seems  to  give  ho  much  trouble  to  many  of  our 
most  experienced  .Inanciei's,  a  few  suggestions  may 
not  be  out  of  place. 

It  will  be  i-cmembeiwl  that  by  the  establishment  of 
our  National  banks,  the  best  and  safest  paper  currency 
that  ever  existed  i;i  thie  nation  has  been  afforded. 
Great  caution  should  therefore  be  taken  not  to  mar  a 
system  that  has  been  so  generally  beneficial.  When 
the  gdvfrnment  established  the  National  banks,  our 
State  banks  were  taxed  out  of  existence  and  destroyed 
as  such,  but  in  many  instances  they  were  renewed  by 
the  solemn  enactment  of  Congress,  under  whose  super- 
vision tliey  were  promised  a  just,  kind  and  fostering 
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care.  It  eeeiUB  uujust,  therefore,  that  the  government 
should  propoBo  to  withdraw  a  part  of  their  cii-cula- 
tion  from  them  and  !',ive  it  to  new  ones  to  be  organized 
where  none  now  exist.  If  new  banks  should  be  cre- 
ated wherever  they  may  be  required  they  should  re- 
ceive their  circulation  from  an  increase  of  the  amount 
now  authorized  by  law.  The  circulation  to  be  the 
same  ne  the  banks  now  have  and  on  the  same  kind 
of  securities.  In  my  opinion  a  policy  of  expansion  of 
the  currency  should  be  adopted  that  will  give  ease  and 
comfort  to  the  peopl■^  and  that  will  cheer  up  and  re- 
assure our  business  meu  and  put  the  wheels  of  com- 
merce, uianufactui-H)  and  labor  in  fi:Il  operation.  It 
will  prevent  a  decline  in  the  revenues  derived  from  the 
tnrifl'  and  Internal  taxation  and  will  save  thousands 
of  citizens  from  the  crushing  effects  of  contraction.  As 
a  part  of  the  same  policy  there  should  be  no  hesitation 
about  the  abandonment  of  the  idea  of  reducing  the  cur- 
rency by  the  adoption  of  any  plan  to  curtail  the 
amount  of  legal  tenders  now  in  circulation. 

The  constant  and  natural  approach  to  specie  pay- 
ments is  the  only  safe  mode,  in  my  opinion,  to  accom- 
plish that  desirable  end.  Any  compulsory  law  that 
may  be  enacted  will  in  all  probability  be  a  failure.  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  r:ay  that  the  contraction  of  the  cur- 
rency at  this  time  would  be  productive  of  great  injury 
both  to  individuals  and  to  the  gencrnl  interests  of  the 
Nation.  I^et  there  be  a  liberal  encouragement  of  rail- 
roads, manufactuivs  and  every  project  that  will  afford 
employment  and  compensation  to  our  toiling  millions. 
Kncourage  a  vigorous  collection  of  the  revenues  on  lux- 
uries. Maintain  a  strong  treasury,  with  gold  sufBcient 
to  keep  a  check  upon  those  who  might  be  disposed  to 
disturb  the  natural  tendency  towards  specie  payments, 
or  for  the  purpose  of  speculation.  There  should  be  a 
steady  but  moderate  leduction  of  the  National  debt,  a 
funding  of  the  present  six  per  cent,  five-twenty  bonds 
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iu  others,  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest,  uot  by  compul- 
Bion  but  by  fair  dealing,  and  the  establishlDg  of  a  sink- 
ing fund,  at  fluch  a  :'ate  as  will  pay  off  tlie  debt  in  about 
thirty  years,  We  shall  then  not  only  find  the  busiDess 
of  the  country  reviving,  but  our  bu^ne»s  men  ready  to 
expand  thi'ir  operations  with  the  greatest  encourage- 
ment. 

The  foregoing  are  the  only  subjects  connected  with 
State  and  National  alfairs  that  1  have  deemed  of  suf- 
ficient importance  to  otfer  for  your  consideration  at 
the  present  time;  and  I  conclude  by  expressing  the 
hope  that  your  session  will  be  marked  by  harmony 
among  yourselves  and  the  members  of  the  several 
^tate  Deitartments,  and  your  deliberations  result  in 
lasting  benefit  to  the  Commonwealth. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 
Executive  Chamber, 

Hnrrisburg,  January  5,  1870. 


«— Vol  Vin— Ith  Ser. 
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PARDON  REPORT. 

Tabular  Statement  of  the  number  of  pardona,  remiBaioDs  of 
flnea  and  forfeited  recogDlEances,  (witb  the  yearly  average), 
refltoratlons  to  citlcenshlp  and  death  warrants  IsEoed  Imm 
the  year  ITSI  to  IB 69,  Inclustve,  together  with  the  nanaea  ot 
the  OoTeraore  by  whom  they  were  tssiied. 
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To  the  Assembly  \'etoing  "An  Act  to  Extend  the 
Term  of  Office  of  the  Constables  in  the  County  of 
Berks." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harridburg,  Januflry  5. 1870. 
Gentlemen: — 

I  CANNOT   APPROVE,   ASD   THEREFORE   KE- 
tiiro,  with  my  objectioiia,  Kenate  bill,  No.  1847, 
entitled   "An  Act  to  extend  the  term  of  office  of 
the  constables  in  the  county  of  Berks." 

There  are  many  good  reaBons  why  the  laws  on  the 
subjects  of  constables  should  be  uniform  over  the 
State;  I  am  aware  of  no  valid  grounds  on  which  Berks 
county  can  justly  claim  exemption  from  the  general 
laws  on  the  subject  Aside  from  this,  I  am  especially 
opposied  to  the  retrospective  feature  of  the  bill.  If 
the  people  are  to  have  the  right  to  elect  constables  for 
three  years,  it  is  proper  they  should  know  it  before  the 
election,  rather  than  legislate  men  into  offlce  for  three 
years  who  were  elected  for  only  one. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetofng  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Pottsville  Loan  and  Savings  Company,  Schuyl- 
kill County." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  5, 1870. 
Gentlemen: — 

HKREWITH    IS    RETURNED.    WITHOUT    Ap- 
proval, Senate  bill.  No  549,  entitled    "An  Act 
to  incorporate  the  Pottsi'ille  loan  and  savings 
company,  Schuylkill  county." 
The  ninth  section  of  the  eleventh  article  of  the  Con- 
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If  Btitution  is  as  follows:  "No  bill  shall  be  passed  by  the 
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[t  legislature  granting  any  powers  or  privileges  in  any 

case  where  the  authority  to  grant  such  powers  or  priv- 
ileges has  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  conferred  upoa 
f    jl  the  courts  of  this  Commonwealth." 

■    i  The  acts  of  12th  April,  1859,  and  of  12th  April,  1867, 

authorize  the  courts  to  incorporate  savings  fund  and 
loan  associations,  without  banking  or  discounting  priv- 
i?  ileges.     It  must  be  manifest  the  bill  under  considera- 

tion is  within  this  constitutional  prohibition;  and  the 
Legislature,  therefore,  has  no  jurisdiction  in  the  prem- 
ises. Had  banking  and  discounting  privileges  been 
conferred,  the  I^egislature  would  have  had  jurisdiction, 
jl,  j.^rovided    the    six    months'    advertisement   had    been 

:.;  made,  as  required  by  the  twenty-fifth  section  of  the 

;  first  article  of  the  Constitution.     But  it  is  not  pre- 

i  t(»nded  this  has  been  done. 

r 

i  It  is  claimed  the  courts  would  have  no  authority  to 

:'  confer  the  powers  contained  in  the  second  section  of 

the  bill,  as  to  married  women  and  minors  This  may 
be;  but  the  main  object  of  the  bill,  as  shown  by  its 
provisions,  and  title,  is  to  incorporate  a  loan  and  sav- 
ings institution,  and  this  the  courts  have  the  power  to 
do,  and  the  Legislature  has  not     It  has  become  quite 

!  too  common,  of  late,  to  insert  some  proviso  or  other 

clause  in  bills  of  this  character,  conferring  some  right 
or  privilege,  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts, 
and  then  to  insist  that  the  bill  must  be  accepted  as  a 
whole  on  that  account  This  can  not  be  permitted,  for 
it  is  too  plain  for  argument  that  such  a  course  would 

j  result  in  a  complete  nullification  of  that  clause  of 

the  Constitution  in  question.  If  special  powers  or 
privileges,  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts, 
are  needed,  let  them  be  claimed  in  bills  for  the  pur- 
pose, unencumbered  with  provisions  for  other  powers 
and  privileges  which  the  courts  have  the  right  to  con- 
fer, and  they  will  be  duly  considered.     But  part  of  a 
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law  can  not  be  approved  and  another  part  disapproved; 
and  lieuc't',  in  8uch  cases,  a  regard  for  the  GoustitutioD, 
mid  for  the  rights  of  the  public,  leave  no  alternative 
bnt  to  vi-to  the  whole. 

I  am  the  less  reluctant  to  withhold  my  approval 
from  such  enactments  as  this,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  courts  of  the  State  have  repeatedly  held  that  bills 
passed  iu  violation  of  the  Constitution  arc  null  and 
void,  and  confer  no  powers  or  privileges  on  the  corpo- 
rators Executive  approval  can  give  no  validity  to 
uncoustitiitional  enactments,  and  it  is  better  for  all 
concerned  that  such  legislation  should  be  arrested  at 
once,  before  innocent  parties  have  been  induced,  on 
the  faith  of  such  pretended  charters,  to  invest  their 
money. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Regulating  the 
Mode  of  Voting  at  Township  Elections  in  Saltlick 
Township,  Fayette  County." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisbarg,  January  5,  1870. 
Gentlemen: — 

UNWILLING  TO  ENCOURAGE  SPECIAL  LEGI8- 
lation,  Senate  bill.  No.  590,  entitled  "An  Act 
regulating  the  mode  of  voting  at  township  elec- 
tions in  Eltattlick  township,  Fayette  county,"  is  here- 
with returned  with  my  objections. 

The  general  law,  approved  SOth  March,  1866,  pre- 
scribed the  several  forniR  for  the  different  tickets  nec- 
essary to  be  voted  at  elections.  This  greatly  simpli- 
fied an  important  subject,  and  one  which  should  be 
regulated  by  uniform  laws  throughout  the  State,     But, 
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as  usual,  under  our  vicious  system  of  special  legisla- 
tion, no  sooner  was  the  general  law  on  the  statute 
book  than  numerous  local  laws  were  passed  for  sun- 
dry townships  and  boroughs.  Many  of  these  were 
disapproved,  and  all  of  them  ought  to  have  been;  and 
if  not  arrested  we  will  soon  be  back  again  where  we 
were  prior  to  1866,  voting  almost  as  many  different 
forms  of  tickets  as  there. are  election  districts  in  the 
Commonwealth,  or  as  human  ingenuity  can  devise. 

As  the  bill  under  consideration  comes  within  tlie 
general  principle  here  condemned,  it  cannot  be  ap- 
proved. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


t '  ; 
*  .  I 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "A  Supplement  to  an  Act. 
Entitled  *An  Act  to  Consolidate,  Revise  and  Amend 
the  Laws  of  this  Commonwealth  Relating  to  Penal 
Proceedings  and  Pleadings .'  " 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  5,  1870. 
Gentlemen: — 

AFTER  MATURE  CONSIDERATION  I  FIND  MY- 
self  unable  to  approve  Senate  bill,  No.  632,  en- 
titled ** A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  *Aii 
Act  to  consolidate,  revise  and  amend  the  laws  of 
this  Commonwealh  relating  to  i)enal  proceedings  and 
pleadings/"  and  herewith  return  the  same  with  my 
objections. 

This,  if  I  mistake  not,  is  one  of  the  bills  prepared 
and  passed  during  the  pendency  of  the  applications 
for  the  pardons  of  George  S.  Twitchell  and  Gerald 
Eaton.  Though  neither  better  or  worse  on  that  ac- 
count, it  bears  upon  its  face  evidence  of  hasty  and  in- 
considerate legislation. 
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The  bill  coDsists  of  two  sections,  aud  applies  only 
to  trials  for  murder  in  the  first  degree,  llie  flret 
section  proposes  to  repeal  so  mneh  of  the  thirty-third 
section  of  the  act  of  31st  March,  ISCO,  us  requires  a 
special  allowance  of  a  writ  of  error  or  certiorari  by 
lionie  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  by 
the  Attorney  (Jeneral.  The  effect  of  such  repeal 
would  be  to  allow  every  trial  for  murder  in  the  first 
deg!'ee  to  be  removed,  at  any  stage  of  the  proceed- 
ings, from  the  court  in  which  they  were  pending  to 
the  Supreme  <.'ourt,  without  any  cause  shown,  and 
lit  the  mere  pleasure  or  caprice  of  the  defendant.  It 
must  he  manifest  that  this  would  work  an  entire 
revolution  iu  the  administration  of  the  criminal  law 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  crime  of  murder  iu  the  first 
degree.  Practically  it  would  throw  nearly  all  such 
cases  into  the  Supreme  Court;  for  whenever  the  de- 
fendant would  apprehend  conviction,  he  would,  as 
a  matter  of  course,  remove  his  case  for  the  mere  par- 
pose  of  delay,  to  increase  his  chances  of  escape,  and 
in  the  vague  hope  that  something  might  turn  up  to 
his  advantage.  Are  not  the  learned  judges  of  our 
county  courts  competent  to  try  this  class  of  offenders? 
Is  it  not  proper  that  such  criminals  should  be  tried 
by  a  jury  of  the  vicinage?  Would  it  be  practicable 
to  pi'ocure  the  attendance  of  the  necessary  witnesses 
at  the  ends  of  the  State,  where  the  Supreme  Court 
for  the  most  part  holds  its  sessions?  Is  it  advisable, 
or  consistent  with  public  policy,  to  treble  or  quad- 
ruple the  delay  and  expenses  of  murder  trials,  and 
thus  discourage  the  prosecution  of  this  class  of  of- 
fenders? Has  our  Supreme  Court  nothing  to  do,  that 
the  Legislature  should  feel  justified  iu  imposing  upon 
it  the  vast  labor  of  these  murder  trials  by  jury?  What 
superior  claims  upon  the  public  have  alleged  mur- 
derers that  they  should  no  longer  he  tried  in  the  same 
courts  and  by  the  same  rules  as  other  men?    I  can 
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llnd  no  satisfactory  answer  to  these  grave  questions 
inside  this  bill,  or  outside  of  it;  and  hence  the  act  has 
my  most  unqualified  disapprobation. 

The  second  section  is  unobjectionable,  but  is  re- 
garded as  of  little  importance.  Practically,  so  far 
as  my  knowledge  and  observation  go,  a  writ  of  eiTor 
suspends  proceedings  until  the  action  of  the  superior 
court  is  known.  But  one  section  of  a  bill  cannot  be 
approved  and  another  disapproved,  and  entertaining 
the  views  that  I  do  on  the  first  section,  the  second 
falls  with  it. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Middleburg  Building  Association." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  5, 1870. 
Gentlemen : — 

THE  COURTS  HAVE,  AND  THE  LEGISLATURE 
has  not  authority  to  incorporate  building  asso- 
ciations. I  therefore  return,  herewith,  without 
my  approval.  Senate  bill,  No.  654,  entitled  "An  Act 
to  incorporate  the  Middleburg  building  association.'' 
I  have  so  frequently  disapproved  bills  of  this  char- 
acter, and  given  my  reasons  therefor,  it  is  deemed 
unnecessary  to  repeat  them.  Any  who  desire  may 
find  them  in  House  Journal  for  1868,  page  1039,  and 
House  Journal  for  1869,  page  54. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Declare  and 
Confirm  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  of  Butler  County  in  a  Certain  Case  of  Equity 
Pending  Therein,  in  Which  Said  County  of  Butler 
is  Plaintiff,  and  the  North  Western  Railroad  Com- 
pany, et  al.,  Defendants." 

Executive  Chamber, 
HiirrJBburg,  January  5, 1870. 
Gentlemen : — 

I  HEREWITH  RETURN,  WITH  MY  OBJECTIONS, 
■Senate  bill,  No.  023,  entitled  "An  Act  to  declare 
and  confinn  the  juriedictiou  of  the  conrt  ot  com- 
mon pleas  of  Butler  county  in  a  certain  case  of  equity 
pending  therein,  in  wliicli  said  county  of  Butler  ia 
plaintiff,  and  the  North-Western  railroad  company, 
et  al.,  defendants." 

From  the  preamble  and  body  of  this  bill  it  appears 
that,  after  considerable  litigation  in  the  courts  of  But- 
ler county,  it  became  doubtful  whether  or  not  the 
courts  had  jurisdiction  in  the  premises;  and  after  the 
litigation  has  continued  for  ten  yeara,  the  Legislature, 
by  this  bill,  propose  to  declare  and  confer,  or  "con- 
firm," the  jurisdiction  of  the  court.  On  general  prin- 
ciples I  am  wholly  opposed  to  legislative  interference 
with  pending  litigation;  and,  after  a  careful  esamiua- 
lion,  I  can  see  nothing  in  this  case  which  should  make 
it  an  exception  to  the  general  rule.  The  jurisdiction 
of  our  courts  is  de&ned  and  regulated  by  law;  and  it 
is  the  duty  of  litigants  to  consider  this  preliminary 
iliK'stion  before  commencing  procredings.  If  they 
neglect  it  through  carelessness  or  negligence,  and  com- 
mence proceedings  in  the  wrong  court,  or  before  -the 
wrong  tribunal,  they  should  take  the  consequences; 
and  have  no  right  to  call  upon  the  Ijeglslature  to 
help  them  out  by  ex  post  facto  laws,  declaring  or 
conferring  jurisdiction  where  none  before  existed. 
JNO.  W.  GEARY. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  **An  Act  to  Incorj>orate  the 
Masonic  Hall  Association  of  Allegheny  City,  in  the 
County  of  Allegheny,  State  of  Pennsylvania." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  5, 1870. 
Gentlemen: — 

I   HEREWITH  RETURN,  WITHOUT  APPROVAL, 
Senate  bill  No.  1082,  entitled  '^Vn  Act  to  incor- 
porate the  Masonic  Hall  Association  of  Allegheny 
city,  in  the  county  of  Allegheny,  State  of  Pennsylva- 


>? 


nia. 

Under  various  acts  of  Assembly  the  courts  have 
power  to  incorporate  hall  associations,  and  hence  the 
Legislature  has  no  power  to  do  it,  under  the  ninth 
section  of  the  eleventh  article  of  the  Constitution. 
My  views  have  been  so  frequently  given  on  this  sub- 
ject, at  length,  that  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  repeat 
them.  Any  who  wish  can  find  them  on  page  62,  of 
Senate  Journal  of  1809. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Providing  for  the 
Publication,  by  Borough  and  Township  Officers  in 
the  County  of  Centre,  of  Annual  Statements  of 
Public  Moneys  Received  and  Disbursed  by  Them.*' 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  5, 1870. 
Gentlemen : — 

UNABLE  TO  SEE  ANY  PUBLIC  NECESSITY 
for  Senate  bill.  No.  1120,  entitled  ''An  Act  pro- 
viding for  the  publication,  by  borough  and  town- 
ship officers  in  the  county  of  Centre,  of  annual  state- 
ments of  public  moneys  received  and  disbursed  by 
them,"  the  same  is  herewith  returned  without  my  ap- 
proval. 


; 
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To  require  "school  directors,  overseerB  of  the  poor, 
supervisors  of  rouds,  uud  all  other  borough  aud  town- 
ship officers,'"  who  receive  und  pay  out  public  moneys, 
to  annually  publish,  iu  two  newspapers,  detailed  state- 
ments of  such  receipts  aud  expenditures,  would  add 
greatly  to  the  burdens  of  taxation  wkhout  any  cor- 
responding public  benefit. 

It  is  not  believed  any  necessity  exists  for  such  an 
enactment,  or  that  any  public  intei«Bt  would  be  sub- 
served thereby.  The  subject  is  a  general  one,  and 
if  legislation  be  needed  it  should  be  supplied  by  gen- 
eral and  not  by  local  enactments. 

JNO.  W.  GEAEY. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Citizens'  Accidents  and  Life  Insurance  Com- 
.     pany." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  5, 187», 
(ientlemen: — 

AFTER  CAREFUL  EXAMINATION,  I  FIND  MY- 
self  unable  to  approve  Kenate  bill.  No.  12;U,  en- 
titled  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Citizens'  Ac- 
cident and  Life  insurance  company." 

In  the  main  it  is  in  the  usual  form,  and  creates  a 
corporation  with  all  the  usual  powers  and  privileges, 
for  the  purposes  indicated  by  the  title.  The  eleventh 
section  authorizes  the  courts  to  appoint  the  corpora- 
tion trustee,  assignee,  guardian,  committee  or  receiver, 
without  any  bond  or  other  security  than  the  capital 
stock  of  the  company. 

To  protect  the  public  in  all  these  important  interests 
the  corporation  is  authorized  to  have  a  capital  stock 
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of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.    The  location  of  the 

company  and  principal  place  of  business  is  to  be  at 

Pittsburg,  but  with  power  to  establish  agencies  wher- 

.,    ji  ever  it  pleases.    The  five  thousand  dollars  capital  re- 

j'   'J    !)  quired  to  be  paid  up  is  wholly  inadequate  for  the  pur- 

{;    I     ]  poses  contemplated  by  the  bill,  and  is  no  sufticient 

protection  to  the  large  public  interests  likely  to  be 
affected. 

I  have  so  frequently  given  my  views  at  length  upon 
insurance  companies  of  this  character,  it  is  deemed 
unnecessary  to  repeat  or  enlarge  upon  them.  They 
may  be  found  in  House  Journal  for  1869,  pages  1047-8, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


\    .     ■  To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  **An  Act  to  Incorporate 

the  People's  Safe  Deposit  and  Trust  Company." 

i 

Executive  Chamber, 

Harrisburg,  January  5, 1870. 

'  Gentlemen : — 

AFTER    CAREFT  L    CONSIDERATION,    I    FIND 
myself  unable  to  approve  Senate  bill,  No.  1235, 
entitled    "An  Act  to  incorporate  the  People's 
safe  deposit  and  trust  company,''  and  herewith   re- 
turn the  same  with  my  objections. 

The  eighth  section  of  the  ninth  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution declares  that  "no  bill  shall  be  passed  by 
5^       ;  the  Legislature  containing  more   than   one  subject, 

\  which  shall  be  clearly  expressed  in  the  title." 

In  the  face  of  this  prohibition,  I  have  grave  doubtR 
j  .  of  the  power  of  the  Legislature  to  include  in  any  one 

[  bill  the  numerous  subjects  and  powers  embraced  in 

the  present  act.    The  corporation  created  is  author- 
ized to  buv  and  sell  real  estate  without  limit,  and  to 


v; 
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reinvest  the  proceeds;  to  receive  ou  "depoBit  for  safe 
keeping,  jewelry,  plate,  Btoclw,  bond«,  money  and  val- 
uable property  of  every  kind;"  also  "to  receive  and 
hold  on  deposit  and  in  trust  •  •  •  estate,  real, 
personal  and  mixed,"  with  power  to  dispose  of  the 
same;  also  "to  purchase,  collect,  adjust,  settle, sell  and 
dispose  of  notes,  bonds,  obligations  and  accounts  of 
States  and  of  individuals  •  •  •  without  proceed- 
ings in  law  or  equity;  •  •  •  and  also  to  make  in- 
surance for  the  fidelity  of  persons  holding  places  of 
trust  and  responsibility;"  and  also  "to  i-eceive  ou  de- 
])osit  all  such  sums  of  money  as  any  court  of  common 
pleas  of  I'ennsylvauia  may  order  and  direct." 

Here,  then,  in  addition  to  the  objects  indicated  by 
the  title,  are  a  real  estate  agency,  a  savings  fund  asso- 
ciation and  an  insurance  company. 

If  all  these  things  can  be  construed  to  be  only  one 
subject,  I  fear  the  constitutional  prohibition  will  prove 
of  little  practical  value. 

Aside  from  this  question  of  constHutional  power, 
let  us  examine  the  bill  on  general  principles  of  right 
and  expediency.  As  security  to  the  public  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  all  these  manifold  trusts  and 
responsibilities,  the  amount  of  capital  stock  is  fixed 
at  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  with  the  privilege 
to  increase  the  same  to  one  hundred  thousand  doHars. 
But,  although  this  amount  of  capital  is  authorized, 
it  is  not  required  to  be  either  subscribed  or  paid.  On 
the  contrary,  the  com[mny,  in  strict  conformity  with 
the  provisions  of  this  law,  may  be  organized  for  busi- 
ness with  a  paid  up  capital  of  only  two  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars!  Surely  this  sum  is  wholly  inade- 
quate, and  is  practically  no  security  whatever  for  the 
proper  discharge  of  the  manifold  powers,  duties,  trusts 
and  responsibilities  enumerated  in  the  act.  It  would 
be  a  waste  of  time  to  argne  against  the  policy  of  each 
legislation  as  this. 
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It  might  be  that  these  great  powers  and  privileges, 
if  granted,  would  not  be  misused  or  abused,  but  that 
legisUition  is  essentially  vicious  and  dangerous  which 
authorizes  a  wrong  to  l>e  done,  and  assumes  that  the 
power  to  commit  it  will  not  be  exercised.  Moreover, 
this  bill  proposes,  in  addition  to  the  many  other  privi- 
leges, to  confer  upon  the  corporation  the  right  to 
charge  ten  per  cent,  per  annum  for  the  use  of  money. 
Intelligent  men  differ  in  opinion  on  the  question 
whether  or  not  the  law  should  allow  a  greater  rate 
of  interest  than  six  i>er  cent.,  but  no  good  reason  can 
be  imagined  why  corporations  should  be  permitted 
to  charge  ten  whilst  individuals  are  confined  to  six 
per  cent. 

Another  objection  to  this  bill  is  based  on  the  fact 
that  it  gives  the  proposed  corporation  no  locality.  It 
thus  bears  upon  its  face  evidence  that  it  is  intended 
for  mere  purposes  of  speculation,  and  not  to  subserve 
any  legitimate  want  in  the  business  community. 

The  public  has  a  right  to  demand  protection  against 
such  legislation  as  this;  and  I  feel  impelled  by  a  sense 
of  duty  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  withholding 
Executive  approval. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 


I 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  United  States  Reduction  Company.'' 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  5, 1870. 
Gentlemen: — 

SENATE  BILL,  NO.  i:na,  ENTITLED    *^\N  ACT 
to  incoi^porate  the  United  States  reduction  com- 
pany," is  herewith  returned  without  approval. 
In  the  first  place  the  title  is  not  in  conformity  with 
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the  eighth  section  of  the  eleventh  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  requires  the  object  of  a  bill  to  be 
clearly  expressed  in  the  title. 

The  present  bill  proposes  to  incorporate  what  has 
been  heretofore  known  as  a  mining  componj',  with 
most  of  the  usual  powers  and  privileges  conferred 
upon  such  corporations,  and  it  should  have  been 
named  in  the  title  accordingly. 

In  the  next  place  the  bill  fixes  no  amount  of  capital 
stock  for  the  company,  and  thus  leaves  room  for  tbe 
suspicion  that  the  object  is  to  escape  the  usual  taxa- 
tion on  ca,pital  stock  and  dividends. 

These  objections  are  considered  sufficient  to  require 
the  return  of  the  bill  to  the  House  in  which  it  orig- 
inated, for  further  consideration. 

JNO.  VV.  GEARY, 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "A  Supplement  to  an  Act 
to  Incorporate  the  Wyoming  County  Savings 
Bank." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Uarrisbnrg,  January  5, 1870. 
Gentlemen : — 

I  CANNOT  APPROVE  SENATE  BILL,  NO.  1319, 
entitled  "A  supplement  to  an  act  to  incorporate 
the  Wyoming  County  Savings  Bank." 
The  bill  proposes  to  authorize  the  corporation  named 
to  charge  ten  per  cent,  per  annum  for  the  use  of  money. 
My  reasons  for  not  allowing  this  privilege  to  corpora- 
tions, when  by  the  general  law  of  the  State  it  is  denied 
to  individuals^  hare  been  so  often  given  to  the  Senate 
and  House,  a  repetition  of  them  is  here  deemed  unnec- 
essary. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  '*An  Act  to  Empower  the 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  of  Luzerne 
and  Perry  Counties  to  Appoint  Auditors  to  Audit 
or  Re-audit  Bounty  Accounts  in  the  Several  Bor- 
oughs and  Townships  in  Said  Counties." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  5, 1870. 
Gentlemen : — 

SENATE  BILL  NO.  1345,  ENTITLED    '*AN  ACT 
to  empower  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the 
peace  of  Luzerne  and  Perry  counties  to  appoint 
auditors  to  audit  or  re-audit  bounty  accounts  in   the 
several  boroughs  and  townships  in  said  counties,"  is 
herewith  returned  without  approval. 

Protests  are  filed  against  this  enactment  on  several 
grounds : 

First.  Because  its  effect  would  be  to  arrest  the  pay- 
ment of  bounty  taxes,  under  an  apprehension  that 
the  whole  ©ubject  might  at  any  time  be  re-adjusted  by 
virtue  of  the  proceedings  authorized  by  the  act. 

Second.  Because  it  authorizes  the  re-opening  and  re- 
auditing  of  accounts  long  since  properly  audited  and 
settled,  to  the  great  detriment  of  those  who,  on  the 
strength  of  such  settlements,  may  not  have  preserved 
their  vouchers  and  papers;  and  this  too,  although  such 
settlements  may  have  been  entirely  just  and  satisfac- 
tory to  nine-tenths  of  the  persons  interested  therein. 

Regarding  these  objections  as  well  taken,  I  respect- 
fully return  the  bill  to  the  House  in  which  it  origi- 
nated, for  further  consideration. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  for  the  Incorpora- 
tion of  Trustees  for  the  Diocese  of  Pittsburg." 
Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  Jaouar;  5,  1870. 
Gentlemen: 

NOTVVITHSTANl>IN(}  A  DESIEE  TO  ACCOMMO- 
date  the  friends  of  Senate  bill  No.  1715,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  incorporation  of  trustees  for  the 
diocese  of  I'ittHbut';^,"  I  lind  myself  compelled  to  re- 
turn it  with  my  objections. 

By  (he  act  of  April  (i,  17yi,  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
by  thfi  acts  of  October  13,  1840,  and  March  26, 1867,  the 
several  courts  of  common  pleas  are  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  ci-eate  corporations  "for  any  literary,  char- 
itable or  religious  purpose." 

The  ninth  sectiou  of  the  elevmth  article  of  the 
Constitution  is  as  follows:  "No  IhII  shall  be  passed 
by  the  Legislature  granting  any  powers  or  privilegea 
in  any  caee,  where  the  authority  to  grant  such  powers 
or  privileges  has  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  conferred 
upon  the  courts  of  this  Commonwealth." 

I  can  not  hut  regard  the  bill  as  incorporating  a  com- 
pany for  religious  purposes,  and  therefore  clearly  with- 
in this  prohibition. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 

To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Declaring  Cer- 
tain Real  Estate  of  John  McCormick  Exempt  from 
Collateral  Inheritance  Tax." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  6,  1870. 
Gentlemen : 

I   HAVE  FELT  IT  MY  DUTY  HERETOFORE  TO 
return,  without  approval,  sundry  bills  proposlDg 
to  exempt  real  estate  from  collateral  inheritance 
tax. 

67— Vrt.  Vlll.— 4th  8ot. 
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Believing  Senate  bill  No.  1761,  entitled  "An  act  de- 
daring  certain  real  estate  of  John  M'Cormick  exempt 
from  collateral  inheritance  tax,''  to  be  in  principle 
substantially  the  same  as  those  I  have  disapproved^  it 
also  is  herewith  returned  with  my  objections. 

It  is  special  legislation  on  a  subject  which  should 
be  governed  by  general  laws.  If  the  law  imposing  col- 
lateral inheritance  lax  be  wrong  in  principle,  which  I 
am  not  prepared  to  admit,  let  it  be  repealed;  but  whilst 
it  remains  on  the  statute  book,  let  it  be  enforced  upoa 
all  alike.  Those  who  desire  can  find  my  viewa  more 
fully  stated,  in  former  veto  uiessages  on  this  subject, 
in  House  Journal  )f  1868,  page  96,  and  House  Journal 
of  1869,  page  1045. 

A  special  objection  to  the  bill  now  under  considera- 
tion, is  found  in  the  fact,  that  it  assumes  to  justify 
itself  on  the  ground  that  the  real  estate  in  queetion 
is  not  liable  to  the  tax.  If  not  liable,  then  why  enact 
a  law  to  exempt  it?  And  if  the  question  of  liability 
be  the  one  in  disputv^,  the  court,  and  not  the  Legisla- 
ture, is  the  proper  tribunal  in  which  to  have  the  ques- 
tion settled. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "A  Supplement  to  an  Act 
Incorporating  the  Germania  Savings  Institution." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Ilarrisburg,  January  5,  1870. 
Crentlemeu: 

HEREWrni  IS  RETURNED,  WITHOUT  APPRO- 
val,  Senate  bill  No.  1796,  entitled  *'A  supplement 
to  an  act  incorporating  the  Germania  savings 
institution." 
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It  is  eeldom  bo  short  a  bill  is  found  open  to  so  many 
objectioDB. 

The  eighth  Hectiou  of  the  eleventh  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution declares  that  ''no  hill  »hall  be  passed  by  the 
Legislature  containing  more  than  one  subject,  which 
shall  he  clearly  expreeeed  in  the  title." 

The  present  bill,  so  far  as  indicated  by  the  title, 
merely  purports  to  be  a  supplement  to  the  original  act 
incorporating  the  (lermania  savings  institution;  and 
yet  it  proposes  to  confer  upon  the  corporation  all  the 
usual  powers  and  privileges  of  a  safe  deposit,  truet  and 
guarantee  company.  It  is  very  doubtful  whether  the 
Legislature  has  the  power  to  do  what  this  bill  pro- 
poees,  in  the  face  of  the  constitutional  prohibition 
above  quoted.  Moifiover  the  enrolment  tax  has  never 
been  paid  on  the  original  act,  to  which  this  is  a  supple- 
ment ;  and  hence  there  is  no  law  in  force  to  amend,  or 
to  which  a  supplement  can  properly  attach. 

It  is  useless  to  go  through  the  forms  of  legislation 
when,  as  a  result,  no  laws  are  placed  on  the  statute 
book;  and  it  is  considered  against  public  policy  to  tbns 
encourage  the  non-payment  of  enrolment  taxes  due  the 
State. 

This  supplement  ])ropo8e8  also  to  authorize  the  cor- 
poration to  take  ten  per  cent,  interest  for  the  use  of 
money.  Intelligent  men  are  much  divided  in  opinion 
on  the  question  whether  or  not  the  legal  rate  of  inter- 
est should  be  increased.  But  it  mUst  be  manifest  tbet 
such  increase,  if  made,  ahould  be  by  general  law;  and 
no  good  reason  can  be  imagined  why  corporations 
should  be  allowed  to  charge  ten  per  cent,  interest, 
whilst  individuals  are  only  jtemiitted  to  charge  six. 
JNO.  W.  GEAET. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "A  Further  Supplement 

to  an  Act  Entitled      *An  Act  to  Establish  a  Board 

.    ji  of  Wardens  for  the  Port  of  Philadelphia,  et  cetera/  " 

';|    'A    ,  Executive  Chamber, 

Harrisburg,  January  5,  1870. 
Gentlemen: 
N   15TH   APRIL,   18G1),   1   RECEIVED   SENATE 
bill  No.  1850,  i^ntitled  "A  further  supplement  to 
an  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  establish  a  board  of 
wardens  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  et  cetera,*  ap- 
proved March  29,  1803/' 

Before  any  official  action  thereon,  but  after  the  Leg- 
islatui^e  had  adjourned  sine  die,  1  received  notice,  by 
an  extract  from  the  Journal  of  the  Houee,  that  the 
final  vote  on  said  bill  had  been  re-considered,  and  the 
bill  negatived,  with  a  request  that  I  should  withhold 
my  signature,  and  return  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

In  compliance  with  that  reiiuest,  the  bill  is  here- 
with returned  without  approval. 

J  NO.  W.  GEARY. 


Inaugural  Address  to  the  Assembly. — 1870. 

Fellow-Citizens : 

HAVING  BEEN  HONORED,  A  SECOND  TIME, 
by  the  voluntary  suffrages  of  my  countrymen 
as  their  choice  for  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  I  have,  in  the  presence  of 
God  and  of  thia  assembled  multitude,  renewed  the 
solemn  and  binding  obligation  reciuired  of  me  by  law, 
to  support  the  State  and  National  Constitutions,  and 
to  perform  with  fidelity  the  duties  devolving  upon  me 
as  (iovernor.  It  shall  be  my  constant  aim  and  moHt 
earnest  effort  to  observe  the  very  letter  as  well  as  the 
full  spirit,  meaning  jmd  intent  of  the  obligation  I  have 
just  taken. 
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Deeply  impressed  with  the  most  profound  grati: 
tude,  I  can  but  expj*e«s  my  most  hearty  thanks  to  the 
good  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  for  the  generous 
confidence  and  partiality  they  have  reposed  in  me  by 
le-election  to  the  nost  honorable  and  most  responsi- 
ble position  in  their  gift.  But  knowing  well  their  ex- 
actions and  requirements  of  one  who  occupies  a  posi- 
tion so  exalted,  it  is  with  extreme  diflBdence  I  again 
undertake  responsibilities  of  euch  vast  importance, 
which  even  the  boldest  and  most  gifted  might  hesitate 
to  assume.  And  however  determined  may  be  my  en- 
deavors to  realize  the  expectations  of  my  friends  in 
support  of  the  right,  and  to  battle  against  whatever, 
in  my  judgment,  may  be  wrong,  still  I  am  conscious 
of  the  necessity  for  ^)me  sustaining  power,  and,  there- 
fore, 1  unhesitatingly  acknowledge  my  dependence 
upon  the  enlightened  support  and  i)atriotism  of  my 
fellow-citizens,  and  niy  firm  reliance  upon  the  unerring 
wisdom  and  never  failing  aid  of  Him  who  controls 
alike  the  destinies  of  Individuals  and  of  nations. 

The  settlement  of  the  vexed  questions  growing  out 
of  the  armed  conflict  with  treason,  devolves  a  mighty 
responsibility  on  the  loyal  men  of  the  land.  Armed 
rebellion  was  signally  enished  by  the  force  of  ai*med 
loyalty,  and  the  government  has  triumphantly  estab- 
lished its  ability  successfully  to  suppress  domestic  in- 
surrection, however  gigantic.  The  war  itself  has 
served  to  stimulate  our  people  to  fresh  energies,  and  to 
the  development  of  new  enterprises.  Our  manufac- 
tories have  multiplied,  plenty  has  smiled  upon  our 
fields,  and  blessed  the  laboi^  of  the  husbandman. 
Peace  has  restored  our  people  to  their  homes,  and 
cheered  our  firesides.  The  rates  of  taxation  have  been 
reduced,  and  are  entirely  abolished  upon  real  estate  for 
the  use  of  the  Commonwealth.  Our  State  debt  is 
being  steadily  and  surely  liquidated.  Immense  sums 
have  been  paid  for  pi'nsions  and  other  charities.    TWie 
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caase  of  edncatioD  iius  advanced,  and  the  institutions 
for  the  support  and  tuition  of  the  soldiers'  orphans 
have  been  liberally  supplied.  Ruilroads  have  been 
constructed,  and  new  material  resources  developed. 
And  thus  our  State  and  Nation  ai-e  i-upidly  progressing 
in  the  attainment  of  those  elemeuts  of  greatness  which 
have  already  placed  our  country  in  the  foremost  rank 
of  the  powers  of  the  earth.  The  great  railroad  which 
binds  our  State  to  thu  Far  West,  and  it  in  turn  to  the 
oriental  nations,  hai^  been  completed,  and  all  our  ef- 
forts to  add  to  oui-  material  prosperity  have  been 
crowned  with  unparalleled  success. 

It  was  my  privilege  to  announce  from  this  stand, 
three  yfars  ago,  the  principles  which  would  guide  me 
in  the  admiuistratioQ  of  the  office  of  Governor.  At 
that  time  I  dwelt  upon  and  expressed  my  views  in 
reference  to  aJl  questions  then  occupying  a  share  of 
public  attention.  1  have  since,  from  time  to  time,  in 
messages  to  the  Legislature,  set  forth  the  condition  of 
the  State,  recommended  such  measures  as  1  deemed 
expedient  and  calculated  to  advance  her  interests,  and 
expressed  my  views  upon  the  various  topics  of  the  day 
that  were  of  State  or  National  importance.  And  hav- 
ing fully  reflected  thereon.  I  am  the  more  confirmed 
therein,  and  know  of  uo  reason  why  1  should  not.eu- 
dorse  and  reiterate  them  as  fully,  on  this  occasion,  as 
if  I  again  promuli^ated  them  word  for  word.  And 
now,  acknowledging  my  responsibility  in  its  broadest 
sense,  as  a  representative,  to  my  constituents,  and 
considering  the  magnitude  of  the  interests  which  have 
again  been  committed  to  my  charge,  I  feel  it  is  due  to 
the  people  and  incunibeni  n\ton  myself,  to  refer  them 
to  the  documents  indicated,  for  an  outline  of  the  gen- 
eral policy  which  is  intended  as  a  guide  for  the  in- 
coming administration,  rather  than  encumber  this  ad- 
dress, or  unnecessarily  delay  this  audience  with  their 
repetition.     I  have  no  new  pledges  to  make,  hut  confi- 


John  White  Geary.  1063 

dently  refer  to  the  Lccord  of  my  past  life,  aa  evidence 
at  least  of  my  zeal  and  devotion  to  the  best  interests 
of  ray  State  and  country,  and  for  the  rectitude  of  my 
intentions.  And  although  the  ability  which  I  bring  to 
the  discharge  of  such  high  dntiee  may  be  limited,  I 
shall  conHdently  rely  upon  the  kind  indulgence  of  my 
fellow-citizens  and  i  pou  a  conscientious  effort  to  up- 
hold unhlemlBhed.  and  transmit  untarnished  to  my 
successor  in  office,  and  to  i>oHterity,  the  fair  fame  and 
good  name  of  our  magniflceut  old  Commonwealth. 

Difficulties  of  no  ordinary  character  constantly  sur- 
round your  executive  officer  in  the  discharge  of  the 
many  duties  devolving  upon  him,  concerning  each  of 
which  there  may  he  conflicting  opinions.  It  being, 
thei'efore,  ImpossibK'  to  satisfy  all,  his  only  safe-guard 
is  to  adopt,  and  act  in  accordance  with  those  sterling 
and  beneficent  maxiius  to  which  the  early  fathers  gave 
utterance,  which  have  been  sanctioned  by  wisdom  and 
experience,  and  resulted  in  the  rapid  growth  and  pros- 
perity of  our  iuBtit  lit  ions,  and  the  liberty  and  happi- 
ness of  our  people. 

The  Constitution  vests  "the  supreme  Executive 
power"  of  the  Stat^  in  the  (Governor,  and  directs  that 
"he  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  exe- 
cuted,'" The  supreme  earthly  authority  recognized  by 
us,  therefore,  is  thi>  law — the  rightfully  determined 
will  of  the  people,  "No  citizen  is  so  exalted  as  to  be 
above,  and  none  so  low  as  to  be  beneath  its  power." 
The  Executive  is  as  much  the  subject  of  the  laws  of 
the  ^tate  as  the  humblest  individual  within  its  bor- 
ders. In  pursuance  of  tliese  principles,  and  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  laws,  I  have  endeavored,  during  my 
term  of  office,  faithfully  to  discharge  every  official  duty 
with  a  full  reference  to  my  sworn  obligation,  and  as  I 
t<hall  answer  at  the  last  great  day. 

It  should  be  our  earnest  effort  to   faithfully  dis- 
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charge  all  our  obligations  and  responsibilities,  both  aa 
citizens  and  magistrates.  We  should  ceaae  to  toler- 
ate anything  sls  ''politically  right,  that  is  morally* 
wrong,"  and  actively  proscribe  the  corruption  whigb 
too  frequently  marks  the  administration  of  public  af- 
fairs— an  evil  to  whi«.h  attention  cannot  too  frequently 
or  too  forcibly  be  invited.  No  sign  more  certainly  in- 
dicates the  downfall  of  free  institutions  than  the  in- 
difference of  the  peoplv  to  the  moral  depravity  of  those 
in  authority.  All  iiistory  warns  us  to  hold  to  our  in- 
tegrity as  we  value  our  national  existence.  Forcibly 
impressed  with  these  ideas,  1  call  upon  all  legislators, 
and  upon  all  good  citizens,  and  especially  upon  the 
conductors  of  the  public  press — the  ever  faithful  senti- 
nels of  a  free  people — to  aid  in  giving  that  tone  to 
public  sentiment  which  shall  purify  our  State,  and  re- 
lieve her  from  the  reproach  of  even  countenancing 
those  who  would  make  a  traffic  of  their  offices  in  viola- 
tion of  their  obligations.  Ix>ok  to  it  well  and  cloeely, 
fellow-citizens,  and  begin  at  once  to  teach  your  ser- 
vants that  the  ''public  will"  must  be  obeyed,  and  that 
the  "public  weal"  is  the  first  object  to  be  attained  in 
a  free  government.  If  you  permit  speculators  to  en- 
rich themselves  out  of  the  public  Treasury,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  corrupt  the  law-making  branch  of  the 
government,  you  pave  the  way  to  anarchy,  you  set 
the  example  which  tempts  to  crime,  and  offer  to  the 
world  an  evidence,  most  conclusive,  that  self-govern- 
ment is  a  failure. 

Owing  to  the  many  effort®  made  on  the  part  of  free 
traders  for  the  abolishment  of  the  natural  and  whole- 
some protection  now  afforded  to  our  home  industry 
and  to  labor,  I  consider  it  a  subject  which  claims  a 
portion  of  our  time  {»nd  attention.  If  our  national 
industry  and  natural  productions,  represented  by 
thousands  of  factories,  mines  and  other  sources  of 
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labor,  are  to  be  preserved,  there  should  be  no  reduc- 
tion of  duties  which  ehall  enable  the  underpaid  and 
overworked  population  of  the  Old  World  to  flood 
our  State  with  the  product  of  their  mines  and  work- 
shops at  the  cost  of  our  destruction.  The  articles  thus 
admitted  would  undersell  the  products  of  our  artlzans 
at  our  very  doors,  and  our  factories  would  be  closed, 
as  heretofore,  by  similar  causes.  This  will  throw  out 
of  employment  thousands  of  industrious  men,  and  en- 
tail ruin  upon  them  and  their  families,  merely  for  the 
benefit  and  aggrandizement  of  foreign  manufactures 
and  capitalists.  As  soon  as  our  industrial  arms  are 
paralyzed  and  competition  is  destroyed,  the  monopo- 
list can  command  his  own  price,  and  it  is  thus  clear 
that  the  policy  of  free- trade  can  never  permanently 
benefit  any  country  that  will  sanction  its  adoption. 
Impelled  by  every  feeling  of  interest,  humanity  and 
justice  for  our  artizans  and  laborers  we  should  unhesi- 
tatingly set  our  faces  against  this  heresy.  We  should, 
therefore,  not  only  earnestly  legislate  for  the  benefit 
of  capital,  but  for  the  toiling  sons  and  daughters  of 
our  own  country.  It  should  be  our  constant  effort  to 
improve  their  social  condition,  to  advance  their  in- 
tellectual status,  and  above  all  to  shield  them  from  the 
destitution  which  is  threatened  by  the  enemies  of  pro- 
tection to  our  industrial  pursuits. 

In  my  several  messages  to  the  Legislature  I  have 
taken  occasion  to  refer  to  a  subject  which  I  regard  as 
of  paramount  importance  to  the  prosperity  and  even 
the  stability  of  our  government.  No  nation  can  long 
exist  that  attempts  to  violate  any  of  its  obligations. 
The  most  prominent  among  these  is  the  faithful  pay- 
ment of  all  its  indebtedness.  No  good  reason  can  be 
given  for  the  repudiation  of  a  single  farthing.  I  said 
in  my  message  of  January,  1868,  "The  people  of  Penn- 
sylvania, ever  true  to  the  Union,  and  unswerving  in 
their  determination  to  preserve  its  honor,  integrity  and 
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perpetuity,  are  proud  and  free  to  assert  the  sacredness 
of  the  national  debt,  and  that  its  ultimate  payment  in 
full  must  be  aecui-ed."  In  my  message  of  1869, 1  called 
attention  to  the  same  siibjeit.  in  these  words:  "The 
voice  of  rennsylvaiiia.  as  well  as  that  of  a  majority 
of  the  States,  has  ut  the  ballot-box  proclaimed  to  the 
world  that  all  our  national  indebtedness,  no  matter 
how  beavy  the  burden,  will  be  paid  according  to  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  agreements  made  and  entered 
into  at  the  time  the  debt  was  contracted;  and  that  in 
this,  as  in  all  other  respects,  our  individual  and  na- 
tional honor  must  .md  shall  be  preserved."  These  sen- 
timents, so  clearly  expressed,  1  have  taken  frequent 
occasion  to  reiterate,  and  it  affords  me  great  satis- 
faction to  observe  lliat  many  who  have  heretofore  been 
hostile  to.  or  silent  on  this  most  important  subject, 
are  becoming  warm  in  their  advocacy  of  the  principles 
here  enunciated. 

Those  who  saved  ihi»  govermiieut  from  the  destruc- 
tion designed  by  trcanon,  are  they  who  will  perpetu- 
ate it  as  a  blessinjj;  for  future  generations.  All  that 
is  asked  of  the  people  is  to  strengthen  and  uphold  the 
hands  of  the  men  who  have  been  called  to  do  the  work 
of  reconstruction,  and  when  that  work  is  finished  in 
the  spirit  in  which  it  has  l>een  begun  by  the  present 
National  Adminiwtratiou.  we  will  have  a  government 
and  a  country  mighty  in  their  munificence,  glorious 
in  their  proeperit.v. 

The  preservation  of  the  i«'ai-e  and  (piiet  of  our  coun- 
try, maintaining  unsullied  our  national  honor,  and  the 
harmony  of  the  Union  are  amonf;  our  highest  duties. 
Let  us  encourage  I'lery  branch  of  home  industry,  ad- 
vance the  true  inteiests  of  moral.  ph>-sicnl  and  intel- 
lectual labor,  and  r'nichinp  forward  to  the  prixe  of  the 
manifi*8t  destiny  of  our  gloritnis  ('ommonwealth.  wt- 
may  hope  for  her  in'-reasing  prosperily,  and,  above  all, 
for  the  smiles  of  an  ajiproving  Providence. 
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I  earnestly  invoke  a  continuance  of  the  bleeBings 
and  favors  which  we,  as  a  people,  have  long  enjoyed, 
that  Pennsylvania  may  be  ever  ready  to  extend  her 
sympathies  to  those  struggling  for  liberty,  to  succor 
the  helpless  exile,  lud  be  an  asylum  to  the  persecuted 
and  oppressed;  and  thus  forever  identify  herself  with 
the  cause  of  equal  rights  and  with  the  intereets  of  uni- 
versal freedom,  justice  and  humanity.  Then  can  we 
with  truth  and  pride  proclaim,  "Long  live  the  Common- 
wealth," whose  guiding  principles  are  found  in  the 
motto  of  our  State,  "Virtue,  Liberty  and  Indepen- 
dence." 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Charles  S.  Minor  a  Trus- 
tee of  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  20,  1870, 
Senators: 

I  DO  HEREBY  NOMINATE,  FOR  THE  ADVICE 
and  consent  of  liie  Senate,  in  conformity,  with  the 
rtM]uirenient8  it  (he  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  the 
Oeneral  Assembly,  approved  April  14,  A.  D.  1845,  es- 
tablishing an  asylum  for  the  insane  poor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, Charles  S.  Minor,  of  the  county  of  Wayne, 
to  be  a  trustee  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Lunatic  hos- 
pital, for  the  unexpired  term  of  Francis  B.  Penniman, 
Esq.,  resigned. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 
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To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Bills  Pre- 
pared by  the  Commissioners  to  Revise  the  Civil 
Code. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  20,  1870. 
Gentlemen: 

I  HAVE  THE  HONOR  TO  TRANSMIT  HEREWITH 
sundry  bills,  prepared  by  the  commissioners  to  re- 
vise the  civil  code,  viz: 
One  creating  a  department  of  instruction  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  youth,  and  others,  of  the  Commonwealth. 
One  to  provide  for  taking  the  enumeration  of  tax- 
able Inhabitants  of  the  State;   and 

One  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  jioor. 
To  these,  and  also  to  another  bill  prepared  and  here- 
tofore submitted  by  the  commissioneiis  on  the  subject 
of  roads  and  highways  (and  now  in  the  hands  of  J. 
H.  Longenecker,  Esq.,  of  the  House),  your  early  and 
careful  consideration  is  invited. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 

REPORT    FROM    THE    COMMISSIONERS    APPOINTED    TO 

REVISE  THE  CIVIL  CODE,  VIZ: 

By  the  provisions  of  the  Joint  resolutions  of  April  8,  1868» 
the  commissioners  for  revising  the  general  civil  statutes  of 
the  State  are  required  to  have  their  work,  as  a  whole,  printed 
for  distribution  immediately  after  the  fall  election  of  1870. 
The  work  will  be  completed  and  ready  for  the  press  within  two 
or  three  weeks  after  the  close  of  the  present  Legislature;  dur- 
ing which  time  the  general  laws  of  this  winter's  enactment  will 
be  incorporated  into  the  revised  code. 

There  are  certain  subjects,  however,  which  appear  to  claim 
earlier  attention,  and  bills  have  been  prepared  for  them,  and 
which  are  herewith  respectfully  reported.  They  relate  to  "edu- 
cation;" "the  poor;"  to  "roads  and  highways,"  and  the  enum- 
eration of  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  State. 

The  last  edition  of  the  common  school  laws  having  run  out 
while  demands  were  constantly  making  for  them,  it  was  deem- 
ed more  advisable  to  revise  those  laws,  for  early  legislative 
consideration,  than  to  have  a  new  edition  struck  off,  when  in 
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all  probabUUr  it  would  In  a  short  time  have  to  be  dispeosed 
with. 

The  provisions  of  the  present  bill  are  based  upon  those  of 
the  old  laws,  but  with  such  modifications  and  changes  as  the 
able  and  efficient  State  Superintendent  has  himself  suggested. 
The  title  of  the  bill  Is  more  In  harmony  with  the  several  sub- 
jects It  treats  of  than  would  that  of  the  existing  laws  bs. 
The  section  in  relation  to  colleges  was  Introduced  with  a  view 
to  the  concentration  of  their  statistics  for  public  lutormatlon. 
The  one  forbidding  the  exclusion  of  the  Scriptures  from  schools 
was  to  prevent  agitation  tn  relation  to  them,  and  to  leave  to 
each  one,  old  and  young,  the  right  to  read  or  not  read  them 
in  the  schools,  as  iodlvldual  taste  or  pleasure  would  allow. 
The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  has  been  Increased  to  13,600, 
not  from  any  desire  manifested  by  the  present  one  that  he 
might  be  beceflted  by  It,  but  from  a  deep  conviction  of  the 
commissioners  that  the  services  rendered  are  more  than  an 
equivalent  for  tbe  compensation  allowed  him.  We  should  be, 
as  we  can  afford  to  be,  liberal  In  the  remuneration  made  to 
those  to  whom  Is  entrusted  the  mental  and  moral  training 
of  our  children;  and  in  proportion  as  this  Is  done,  will  the  com- 
petency and  efficiency  of  the  teachers  and  superintendents  be 
found.  Parsimony  here  cannot  fall  to  show  in  the  end  the 
lack  of  tbe  wisdom  and  policy  which  controls  it. 

A  new  apportionment  law  will  have  to  be  enacted  next  winter, 
and  in  view  of  this  the  bill  for  numbering  the  taxables  of  the 
State  has  been  prepared  and  is  now  reported.  Since  tbe  last 
enumeration  changes  have  occurred  In  relation  to  our  colored 
people,  and  the  bill  Is  made  to  accommodate  the  law  to  this 
condition  of  things.  In  no  other  material  respect,  except  Iq 
phraseology  and  arrangement,  does  It  change  tbe  law  from 
what  it  now  Is. 

The  bill  providing  tor  the  poor  was  heretofore  reported,  but 
was  not  acted  upon;  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  tbe  oae 
relating  to  roads  and  highways,  which  Is  now  in  the  bands  of 
a  gentleman  of  tbe  House  who  will  call  eax\y  attention  to  It. 

Many  and  pressing  applications  have  been  made  to  tbe  com- 
missioners for  Immediate  action  on  these  two  subjects.  In 
some  parts  of  the  State  It  is  represented  that  existing  laws 
are  wholly  inadequate  to  insure  proper  attention  to  tbe  roads; 
and  It  is  respectfully  requested  that  tbe  bill  for  tbe  correction 
of  the  evil  may  receive  due  consideration. 

DAVID  DERICKSON. 
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!,    \\  To  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate  Giving  Notice  of  the 

;'.  Appointment  of  F.  Carroll  Brewster  Attorney  Gen- 

I.  eral  of  the  Commonwealth. 

'J    \\    ;;  Executive  Chamber, 

Harrisburg,  January  21,  1870. 
To  the  Hon.  Chas.  H.  Stinson, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate: 
Sir: 
E   PLEASED   TO   INFORM  THE   SENATE   OF 
Penneylvania  that  on  the  26th  day  of  October 
last  I  appointed  and  commissioned  F.  Carroll 
Brewster,  Esquire,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  to  be 
Attorney  General  A  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 

Governor. 


I 
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To  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  Giving  Notice  of  the 
Appointment  of  Francis  Jordan  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  21,  1870. 
To  the  Hon.  Chas.  II.  Stinson, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate: 
Sir: 

BE   PLEASED  TO   INFORM  THE   SENATE   OP 
Pennsylvania  that  on  the  20th  inst.  I  appointed 
and  commissioned  Francis  Jordan,  Esquire,  of 
the  county  of  Bedfoi'd,  to  be  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth, agreeably  co  the  eighth  section  of  the  second 
article  of  the  Constitution. 

I  have  th:^  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 

Governor. 
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^Fo  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate  Giving  Notice  of  the 
Appointment  of  A.  L.  Russell  Adjutant  General. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisbnrg,  January  21,  187D. 
To  the  Hon.  Chas.  H.  Stinsou, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate: 
Sir: 

BE   PLEASED  TO   INFORM  THE   SENATE   OF 
Pennsylvania  that  on  the  8th  day  of  January, 
inst.,  I  appointed  and  commissioned  A.  L.  Rus- 
sell, Esquire,  of  the  county  of  Dauphin,  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral of  the  State  of  IVnnsylVania, 

■ 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
Governor. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  John  Youngnian  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Printing. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  21,  1870. 
Senators: 

1  HEREBY  NOMINATE,  FOR  THE  ADVICE  AND 
consent  of  the  Senate,  John  Youngman,  Enquire, 
of  the  county  if  Northumberland,  to  be  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  l*riJiting  from  the  15th  day  of  July, 
A.  D.  1869,  to  the  loth  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1870,  agree- 
ably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  approved  the  9th  day 
of  April,  A.  D.  1850,  <»n titled  "An  act  relating  to  public 
printing." 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
Governor. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  in  Relation  to  the 
Fees  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Quarter  Sessions  of  the 
Peace  of  the  County  of  Schuylkill." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Uarrieburg,  January  24,  1870. 
Gentlemen ; 

OPPOSED-ON  PRINCIPLE  TO  SPECIAL  LEG IS- 
lation,  I  cannot  approve  Senate  bill  No.  13,  en- 
titled "An  act  ID  relation  to  the  fees  of  the  clerk 
of  the  quarter  seaaions  of  the  peace  of  the  county  of 
Schuylkill." 

A  general  law  regulating  fees  was  approved  April 
2,  18<)8.  The  fourth  section  of  it  prescribes  the  fees 
for  the  clerks  of  thif  courts  of  quarter  sessiouH,  and  al- 
lows one  dollar  and  thirty  cente  for  all  proceedinga 
on  tavern  and  eating  house  licenses,  including  certifi- 
cate and  seal;  and  ihe  last  paragraph  of  the  section 
would,  no  doubt,  be  construed  to  authorize  the  same 
fees  for  the  wholesale  liquor  license.  These  fees  are 
believed  to  be  reaaouable  and  fair;  and  if  so  for  the 
other  counties  of  the  State,  why  not  for  Schuylkill? 
The  same eervicea  lendered  should  be  compensated  by 
the  same  fees  in  the  several  counties;  and  no  good  rea- 
son can  be  imagined  why  the  fees  for  services  in  one 
county  should  be  ovtv  one  hundred  per  cent,  more  than 
for  the  same  service  in  the  others,  as  proposed  by  this 
bill.  The  general  law  of  186S,  is  based  on  the  correct 
principle  of  uniformity,  and  I  am  unwilling  to  see  it 
frittered  away  by  MUch  local  enactments  as  the  one 
under  consideration.  If  Schuylkill  county  can  justly 
claim  exemption  from  the  general  laws  regulating  fees, 
so,  on  the  same  principle,  can  every  other  county;  and 
we  can  thus  encumber  the  statute  books  with  as  many 
laws  on  this  subject  1,8  there  are  counties  in  the  State; 
and  thus  perpetuate  and  multiply  inequality  and 'in- 
justice, in  manifest  violation  of  the  plainest  and  moet 
elementary  principles  of  sound  legislation. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Provide  for  the 
Appointment  of  a  Metropolitan  Police  for  the  City 
of  Philadelphia." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  February  10, 1870. 
Gentlemen: 

HAVING  CAREFULLY  CONSIDERED  SENATE 
bill  No.  29,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
appointment  of  a  metropolitan  police  for  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,"  and  although  actuated  by  a  sin- 
cere desire  to  conform  my  action  in  regard  to  it  to  that 
of  the  General  Assembly,  I  am  constrained  to  withhold 
the  Exf^cutive  sanction,  and  proceed  to  the  constitu- 
tional duty  of  giving  my  reasons  for  disapproving. 

In  the  first  place  the  title  is  not  in  conformity  with 
the  eighth  eectioi^  of  the  eleventh  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  declares  that  "no  bill  shall  be  passed 
by  the  Legislature  containing  more  than  one  subject, 
which  shall  be  clearly  expressed  in  the  title."  As  I 
read  the  bill  one  of  its  most  important  features  is  the 
election  of  five  police  commissioners,  and  yet  this  idea 
is  neither  clearly  ex]>re9sed  or  even  remotely  indi- 
cated by  the  title. 

Another  objection  to  the  bill  is  that  the  whole  six- 
teen pages  are  jumbled  together  into  one  section.  It 
is  usual  and  proper  to  divide  bills  of  such  lengths  into 
sections,  each  embracing  some  marked  feature,  and  to 
have  the  sections  arranged  according  to  some  natural 
order.  Although  this  is  only  a  matter  of  form,  I  am 
aware  of  no  good  reason  for  this  departure  from  usage, 
and  utter  disregard  of  all  sound  precedent. 

Much  as  has  been  said  about  the  character  and  in- 
c^flficiency  of  the  police  of  Philadelphia,  and  I  am  fully 
persuaded  many  of  them  are  not  such  as  the  good 
order  of  the  citv  demands.  But  whilst  this  is  an  ac- 
knowledged  evil,  and  a  proper  subject  for  legislative 
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consideratiou,  I  more  than  doubt  the  wisdom  of  the 
remedy  proposed  by  this  bill.  It  is  manifest,  however, 
that  it  is  a  most  important  one,  and  that  it  contem- 
plates an  entire  revolution  in  this  branch  of  the  city 
government. 

The  constitutional  authority  of  the  Legislature,  in 
a  period  of  profound  peace,  to  create  a  power,  such  as 
h  contemplated  by  the  "metropolitan  police  bill,"  to 
operate  over  the  whole  Htate,  or  any  part  thereof,  is 
a  question  of  great  magnitude,  and  one  which,  under 
a  republican  form  of  government  deserves  serious  con- 
sideration, as  it  involves  inherent  and  indefeasible 
rights  and  other  fundamental  principles  in  a  govern- 
ment established  for  the  benefit  and  happiness  of  the 
people. 

The  bill  under  consideration  is  fiuught  with  mo- 
mentous consequenii*»s  to  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
and  of  the  State.  And  the  position  that  the  power  can 
be  taken  away  from  so  large  a  i>ortion  of  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania,  without  their  consent,  for  a  period  of 
years,  and  lodgtHl  in  tlic  hands  of  six  persons,  is  to  me 
extraordinaiy,  untenable,  and  in  violation  of  the  spirit, 
meaning  and  intent  of  the  first  and  second  sections  of 
the  twelfth  article  of  the  Constitution.  The  second 
section  declares  "That  all  power  is  inherent  in  the  peo- 
ple, and  all  free  governments  are  founded  on  their  au- 
thority, and  instituted  for  their  peace,  safety  and  hap- 
piness." The  Constitution  sets  forth  in  such  plain 
and  unequivocal  terms  the  principU^  upon  which  a 
republican  governuu^nt  shall  be  conducted,  that  com- 
ment would  be  superfluous,  and  would  weaken  rather 
than  strengthen  the  ease. 

If  there  exists  any  right  or  authority  in  the  Legisla- 
ture to  concentrate  power  in  a  few  men,  for  a  term 
of  yeai's,  then  it  must  be  admitted  that  they  have  the 
right  to  do  it  for  any  number  of  years,  o**  to  make  it  a 
perpetuity. 
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To  recognize  the  right  to  legislate  thus  specially  for 
one  city  is  virtually  to  acknowledge  that  the  Legisla- 
ture has  authority  to  make  similar  enactments  in 
every  other  city,  borough,  village,  county  and  town- 
ship, within  the  State;  and  that,  by  the  <»ame  reason- 
ing, Congress  possesses  like  power  to  legislate  for  the 
different  States,  enact  a  grand  metropolitan  police  bill, 
and  secure  plenary,  executive,  legislative  and  judicial 
powers  in  the  hands  of  a  few  persons,  and  thus  ex- 
clude the  masses  of  the  people  from  all  participation 
in  the  government  of  themselves.  I  must  confess  that 
I  am  entirely  unprepai'ed  to  sanction  any  legislation 
so  mischievous  in  its  tendencies,  and  so  anti-republican 
in  its  character,  and  ^hich  is  calculated  to  uproot  and 
destroy  the  dearest  principles  and  privileges  of  the 
people,  which  underlie  the  institutions  of  our  well  regu- 
lated Commonwealth.  Justice  and  the  dictates  of 
sound  public  policy  require  that  the  citizens  of  every 
political  and  corporate  division,  however  great  or 
small,  should  be  permitted,  as  an  inherent  right  of  self- 
government,  without  "officious  intermeddling"  from 
any  quarter,  to  manage  their  own  local  affairs  in  their 
own  way,  through  officers  ©elected  at  the  ballot-box 
by  themselves. 

In  remarking  upon  this  subject,  I  have  elsewhere 
said:  "The  great  principle,  then,  upon  which  our  free 
institutions  rest,  is  the  unqualified  and  absolute  sov- 
ereignty of  the  people;  and  constituting,  as  that  prin- 
ciple does,  the  most  positive  and  essential  feature  in 
the  great  character  of  our  liberties,  so  it  is  better  cal- 
culated than  any  other  to  give  elevation  to  our  hope*, 
and  dignity  to  our  actions.  So  long  as  the  people  feel 
that  the  power  to  ^»lect  their  own  officers  and  adminis- 
ter their  own  government  abides  in  them,  so  long  will 
they  be  impressed  with  that  sense  jof  security  and  of 
dignity,  which  must  ever  spring  from  the  conscious- 
ness that  they  hold  within  their  own  hands  a  remedy 
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for  every  political  evil,  a  corrective  for  every  govern- 
mental abuse  and  usurpation.    This  principle  must  be 
upheld  and  maintained,  at  all  hazards  and  every  sacri- 
I     ji    .  fice — maintained  in  all  the  power  and  fullness — in  all 

:|    il    I .  the  breadth  and  depth  of  its  utmost  capacity  and  sig- 

nification. It  is  not  sufficient  that  it  be  acknowledged 
as  a  mere  abstraction,  or  theory,  or  doctrine;  but  as 
a  practical,  eubstantial,  living  reality,  vital  in  every 
part.'^ 

The  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  pay  the  neces- 
sary expenses  of  aer  government,  of  her  new,  im- 
portant, and  extender!  improvements,  and  the  interest 
on  her  immense  debt  (now  greater  than  that  of  the 
Commonwealth),  is  Pot  in  a  condition  to  increase  her 
liabilities,  and  if  a\\q  does,  it  ought  to  be  with  a  per- 
fect understanding  for  what  purpose,  and  to  what 
amount. 

The  salary  of  the  mayor,  who  now  performs  all  the 

functions  that  are  proposed  to  be  placed  in  the  hands 

!'.  of  thi«  board  of  police  commissioners,  is  four  thousand 

dollars,  while  the  salaries  of  the  six  commissioners, 
at  three  thousand  each,  one  clerk  at  fifteen  hundred 
dollars,  and  one  at  one  thousand  dollars,  a  committing 
magistrate  at  the  central  station,  say  three  thousand 
.1^  dollars,  and  a  clerk  at  fifteen  hundred,  and  that  of  the 

examining  physician,  three  thousand  dollars,  amount 
to  the  eum  of  twenty-eight  thousand  dollars.  To  which 
may  be  added  rents,  stationery,  printing  and  inciden- 
tals, at  least  twenty-two  thousand  dollars  more,  mak- 
ing in  all  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for  sal- 
aries and  expenses  for  the  official  department  alone. 

The  bill  says:  ^*The  said  board  shall  have  entire  con- 
trol of  all  the  i>olice  of  the  city,  and  shall  have  author- 
ity to  increase  the  force  of  patrolmen  ehould  they  deem 
the  same  necessary,  and  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of 
the  select  and  common  council  to  appropriate  sufficient 
moneys  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  board  and  said 
force." 
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This  is  ia  every  rc8i)ect  the  most  peifect  surrendt-r 
of  plenary  powers  of  the  many  to  the  few;  that  I  have 
ever  witnesBed.  Absolute  control  of  the  police? 
Power  to  increase  the  mimber  at  their  pleasure?  To 
ttz  the  wages  at  any  figure  without  being  subject  to 
any  check  or  supervision  from  aay  source?  Such  pow- 
ers are  not  exercised  by  the  autocrat  of  Russia.  The 
city  councils  and  the  people  seem  to  be  entirely  ig- 
nored by  the  bill,  except  that  "the  board  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  submit  to  the  councils  their  estimates 
of  the  sums  required  for  the  payment  of  official  salaries 
and  expenses,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  the  police 
force."  There  is  no  i  heck  or  audit  prescribed,  and  no 
matter  what  may  be  the  sum  required,  the  couucils 
must  provide  and  appropriate  the  amount,  and  the  peo- 
ple, already  overburdened,  must  meet  largely  Increased 
taxation,  to  supply  the  councils  with  the  necessary 
means  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  board.  And  after 
paying  the  fifty  thousand  dollars  before  mentioned,  to 
set  this  "Trojan  horse"  upon  its  legs  and  introduce  it 
into  Philadelphia,  no  one  can  estimate  the  increased 
expenses,  and  no  one  is  to  be  re^onsible  for  the  dam- 
ages that  may  occur  after  its  machinery  has  been  fully 
Het  in  operation. 

The  police  force  is  also  to  be  put  upon  a  war  foot- 
ing. Every  applicant  is  to  be  submitted  to  an  exam- 
iuation  by  "a  properly  qualified  physician,"  and  if  not 
found  entirely  competent  and  under  the  age  of  forty- 
five  years,  he  must  be  rejected.  Why  shall  trusty, 
able-bodied  and  experienced  police  officers  be  excluded 
from  the  force,  without  regard  to  piist  services  or 
present  efficiency,  merely  because  they  an?  over  forty- 
five  years  of  age?  It  is  probably  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  the  State  that  a  man  in  civil  life,  wlio  is 
otherwise  suitable  in  every  respect,  shall  be  proscribed 
when  he  may  have  :i(rved  his  country  faithfully  in  her 
armies,  and  attained  the  age  of  fotty-flve  years.     This 
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U9  monstrous  iujustiee,  and  an  ostracism  which  I  trust 
will  never  nieet  the  sanction  of,  or  be  tolerated  by  a 
brave  and  generous  people. 

I  have  not  had  time  to  call  your  attention  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill  as  fully  as  I  could  have  desired,  but 
I  think  I  have  pointed  out  sufficient  wrongs  in  this  at- 
tempt to  create  sueu  a  force,  appointed  by  a  concen- 
tration of  the  i>eople's  power  into  the  hands  of  a  few 
men,  chosen  by  legislators  from  every  part  of  the  State, 
who  are  fully  assured  that  their  own  constituents  would 
not  submit  to  any  such  inflictions  of  absolute  govern- 
ment and  taxation  upon  themselves  for  a  single  mo- 
ment. This  is  the  kind  of  legislation  which,  under  pre- 
tence of  securing  the  i)eace,  creates  discontent,  dissat- 
isfaction and  disturbance.  It  arouees  in  the  bosom  of 
every  man  who  knows  his  own  inherent  rights,  the 
most  detennined  op])osition,  and  frequently  the  most 
uncompromising  hostility  to  every  movement  by  which 
he  perceives  his  liberty  is  abridged,  and  makes  him 
wage  a  continuous  warfare  against  all  whom  he  con- 
ceives to  be  the  enemies  of  liberty,  whether  open  or 
concealed. 

Republican  government  cannot  long  exist  under  par- 
tial and  unequal  laws.  And  to  perpetuate  this  repub- 
lic with  all  the  blessings  which  cluster  around  it,  the 
State  I>egislature  must  enact  laws  bearing  alike  upon 
all,  with  equal  and  exact  justice  to  all,  without  preju- 
dice or  partiality. 

A  majority  in  the  Ktate  undertaking  to  legislate  to 
perpetuate  its  power  by  the  passage  of  laws  unequal, 
unjust  and  oppressive  toward  the  minority,  is  not  re- 
publican in  form  nor  democratic  in  principle,  and  must 
soon  sink  into  imperialism. 

For  these  and  other  reasons  I  cannot  give  the  Execu- 
tive sanction  to  this  or  any  other  act.  which  has  a  ten- 
dency to  take  from  the  people  any  portion  of  their  in- 
herent rights.  The  election  of  every  local  officer 
charged  with  the  duties  of  executive  authority,  or  with 
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the  executioQ  of  thu  lawe,  Bbould  be  submitted  to  u 
direct  popular  vote;  aaA  I  can  see  no  reasoo  why  the 
people  of  I'hiladelphia  should  be  made  an  exception 
to  this  rule,  and  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  choosing 
by  their  own  votes  thoae  who  shall  constitute  the  com- 
missioneiB  of  polic,  as  well  as  who  shall  be  their 
mayor,  select  and  common  council,  or  their  representa- 
tives in  the  Legislature. 

It  is  an  elemeulury  uxioui  that  every  government 
should  have  some  responsible  head,  and  in  a  republi- 
can government  that  responsibility  should  be  to  the 
people,  the  eource  .)f  all  iK>litical  power. 

Heretofore  the  major  of  Philadelphia  has  occupied 
this  position  of  trust  and  responsibility.  To  him  the 
people  looked,  and  had  a  right  to  look,  for  the  proper 
execution  of  the  laws  and  the  preservation  of  the  peace 
and  good  order  of  the  city.  If  he  has  failed  to  meet 
their  just  exp<(Ctations,  they  have  their  remedy  at  the 
ballot-box,  and  it  i^  fair  to  presume  they  will  avail 
themselves  of  it  at  the  first  lawful  opportunity.  Would 
it  improve  the  existing  condition  of  things  to  divide 
this  responsibility  among  six  commissioners,  of  whom 
ihe  mayor  would  be  but  one?  To  whom  would  they 
be  responsible  for  a  proper  discharge  of  duty?  Hardly 
to  the  Legislature  of  the  whole  8tate,  which  changes 
annually.  Not  to  the  qualified  electors  of  the  city, 
for  tbey  did  not  elect  them,  and  cannot,  under  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  bill,  iihoose  a  majority  of  their  successors 
for  three  years,  nor  a  new  board  for  five  years. 

Divided  responsibility  in  government  is  a  political 
heresy,  and  nearly  I'elated  to  no  responsibility.  What 
kind  of  an  army  would  that  be  which  had  six  com-- 
manding  ofllcers  all  of  ef)ual  rank?  And  what  sort  of 
n  State  administration  would  that  be  emanating  from 
six  governors,  all  of  eijual  power  and  authority?  And 
what  good  could  be  oxperted  of  that  police  organiza- 
tion which  is  to  be  governed  by  six  equal  and  irrespon- 
sible CO  mmifuti  oners? 
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If  the  people  of  I'hiladelpbia  desire  a  metropolitan 
police  bill,  let  the  commissioners  be  of  their  own  choos- 
ing at  the  ballot-box.  Let  them  be  "of  the  people,  for 
the  people,  and  by  the  people." 

To  mj  mind  these  objections  are  insuperable,  and 
the  bill  is  therefore  returned  for  further  considera- 
tion. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


1 . 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  **An  Act  to  Allow  the 
Writs  of  Error  in  Cases  of  Murder  and  Voluntary 
Manslaughter." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Uarrisburg,  February  10,  1870. 
Gentlemen : 

SENATE  HILL  NO.  20G,  ENTITLED  ^\N  ACT  TO 
allow  writs  of  error  in  cases  of  murder  and  volun 
tary  manslaughter,"  has  been  duly  presented  for 
Executive  approval.  I  have  given  it  as  careful  an  ex- 
amination as  time  and  other  duties  would  permit,  and 
am  constrained  to  return  it  to  the  Houae  in  which  it 
originated,  with  my  objections. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  whilst  appli- 
cations were  pending  for  the  pardon  of  George  S. 
Twitchell  and  Gerald  Eaton,  convicted  in  the  criminal 
courts  of  Philadelphia  for  the  crime  of  murder,  two 
general  bills  were  passed  by  the  legislature  intended 
for  the  relief  of  the  defendants.  Regarding  them  as 
hasty  and  inconsiderate  legislation,  and  calculated  to 
obstruct  and  defeat  the  ends  of  public  justice,  I  disap- 
proved them.  The  present  bill,  although  general  in  its 
provisions,  is  of  the  same  general  cliaracter,  and  is  well 
understood    to   be    intended    for    the   relief   of    Paul 
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Scboeppe,  lately  convicted  of  murder  in  tbe  court  of 
oyer  and  terminer  of  Cumberland  county,  Tbongb 
neitber  better  nor  worse,  or  entitled  to  any  leBB  careful 
consideration  on  thin  account,  legislation  under  sucb 
circumstances  in  seldom  of  a  character  to  commend 
itself  to  favor. 

The  flrat  section  autborizee  a  writ  of  error  in  all 
cases  of  murder  and  voluntary  manslaughter,  without 
an;  special  allowance,  and  as  a  matter  of  right,  to  be 
sued  out  upon  tbe  oath  of  any  defendant,  as  in  civil 
cases. 

The  second  section  provided  that  in  all  such  write, 
issued  under  this  act,  or  now  pending  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  "it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  judges  thereof  to 
leview  both  the  law  and  the  evidence,  and  to  determine 
whether  the  ingredients  necessary  to  constitute  mur- 
der in  tbe  &rst  degree  shall  have  been  proved  to  exist, 
and  if  not  so  proved,  then  to  reverse  the  judgment  and 
send  tbe  same  back  for  a  new  trial,  or  to  enter  euch 
judgment  as  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  require." 

Section  three  is  %s  follows:  "All  writs  of  error  now 
pending  in  the  Supi-eme  Court  on  any  case  of  murder 
or  voluntary  manslaughter  shall  be  held  regular  and 
of  force  to  remove  such  cases,  and  to  authorize  and  re- 
quire the  Supreme  Court  to  hear  and  determine  the 
same  with  like  effect  as  if  sued  out  after  tbe  passage 
of  this  act." 

When  a  man  is  on  trial  for  bis  life,  it  may  be  well 
enough  for  tbe  State  to  be  liberal,  and  even  indulgent; 
and  therefore  the  fii'at  section  of  the  bill  may,  perhaps, 
be  proper;  and  the  third  section,  being  only  temporary 
in  its  character,  might  be  considered  nnobjectionable, 
but  for  its  connection  with  the  second.  But  how  is  it 
possible  to  execute  tl>e  second  section,  without  utter 
disregard  of  the  conslitutiooal  rights  of  the  courts,  and 
a  plain  violation  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  land? 
Tbe  fifth  and  sixth  articles  of  the  amendments  to  the 
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Constitution  of  tbe  United  States  declare  that  no  per- 
son charged  with  criuie  shall  **be  deprived  of  life,  lib- 
erty or  property,  without  due  process  of  law;"  and 
that  'in  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall 
enjoy  the  right  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial,  by  an  im- 
partial jury  of  the  filiate  and  district  wherein  the  crime 
shall  have  been  committed,  which  district  shall  have 
been  previously'  ascertained  b}'  law;  and  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation;  and 
to  be  confront(Hl  with  the  witnesses  against  him." 

The  sixth  and  nintli  sections  of  the  IX  article  of  the 
Constitution  of  Pennmivania  are  as  follows,  viz: 

**Section  G.  That  tnal  by  jury  shall  be  a«  heretofore, 
and  the  right  thereof  remain  inviolate." 

'^Section  I).  That  in  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  ac- 
cused hath  a  right  co  be  heard  by  himself  and  his  coun- 
sel, to  demand  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation 
against  him,  to  meet  the  witnesses  face  to  face,  to  have 
compulsory  process  for  obtaining  witnesaes  in  his  fa- 
vor; and  in  prosecutions  by  indictment,  or  information, 
a  speedy  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  vicin- 
age. He  can  not  be  compelled  to  give  evidence  against 
himself,  nor  can  he  be  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty,  or 
property,  unless  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  the 
law  of  the  land." 

Such  is  the  constiiutional  law  of  the  land,  upon  this 
important  subject.  Tlu?  phras(»©  "due  process  of  law," 
*'trial  by  jury  as  heretofore,"  "judgment  of  his  peers," 
and  *'the  law  of  the  land,"  have  again  and  again  re- 
ceived, judicial  construction,  by  both  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  and  of  this  State.  They 
mean  that  the  propi^r  courts  must  declare  the  law,  and 
a  jury  of  the  vicinage  must  determine  the  facts.  With 
what  propriety  then  can  the  Legislature,  by  the  sec- 
ond section  of  the  bill  under  consideration,  undertake 
to  abolish  these  plain  constitutional  provisions,  and 
empower  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  pass  npon 
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the  facts?  To  make  a  personal  application  of  these 
principles,  the  defendant  having  already  been  tried  by 
"due  process  of  law,  *  before  "a  jury  of  the  vicinage," 
and  according  to  "the  law  of  the  land,"  it  is  proposed 
by  this  bill  to  give  him  a  new  trial,  before  a  new  tri- 
bunal, with  jurisdiction  8i)ecially  conferred  for  the  pur- 
pose, without  any  jury,  not  "to  be  confronted  with  the 
witnesees  against  him."  and  not  in  accordance  "with 
the  laws  of  the  land."  Surely  the  Legislature  has  no 
such  power  as  this! 

The  courts  have  again  and  again  decided  that  the 
Legislature  has  no  power  to  grant  a  new  trial,  even 
in  the  same  court,  and  aci'ording  to  the  usual  forms  of 
law;  and  much  less  have  they  the  power  to  grant  one  in 
another  court,  created  or  endowed  with  jurisdiction 
for  the  purpose,  and  in  defiance  not  only  of  all  the 
forms  of  law,  but  the  plainest  provisions  of  the  Fed- 
eral and  State  Constitutions.  The  power  to  order  new 
trials  is  judicial,  not  legislative.  Nor  can  it  be  said 
that  these  difficulties  are  obviated  by  the  fact  that  the 
defendant  waives  his  constitutional  rights,  and  de- 
mands the  proposed  law.  Constitutional  provisions 
cannot  be  destroyed!  or  nullified  by  the  waiver  or  cen- 
sent  of  any  criminal,  no  matter  how  formally  the  effort 
may  be  made.  In  the  case  of  the  Commonwealth  vs. 
Shaw,  7  American  Law  Register,  289,  it  was  ruled  that 
a  "waiver  by  consent  of  a  prisoner  in  a  criminal  case  is 
a  nullity."  And  if,  as  in  that  case,  the  prisoner  was 
incompetent  to  waive  his  right  to  a  trial  of  the  facts 
by  eleven  jurors  instead  of  by  twelve,  much  less  could 
he  consent  to  have  the  fact®  tried  without  any  jury. 
In  the  opinion  the  rourt  says: 

"The  authorities  demonstrate  that  a  trial  by  eleven 
jurors,  although  by  consent  and  at  the  request  of  a 
prisoner,  is  not  *by  the  law  of  the  land,'  but  contrary 
to  the  law  of  the  land.  Criminal  prosecutions  involve 
public  wrongs,  a  breach  and  violation  of  public  rights 
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and  duties,  which  dfTect  the  whole  comniunity,  coDsid- 
t'i'i>d  as  a  communit.v,  in  itB  social  and  aggregate  ca- 
pacity. A  man  may  do  what  he  pleases  with  that 
which  is  his  own,  ?i.it  in  a  government  no  man's  lib- 
erty or  life  is  exelusivelj  hia  own;  the  Commonwealth 
has  an  interest  in  both,  and  disdains  to  abridge  the  one 
01'  forfeit  the  other,  except  in  the  precise  manner  and 
form  she,  herself,  has  prescribed  and  pointed  oat.    "    " 

"If  one  juror  can  be  dispeneed  with,  or  oae  juror 
added,  then  no  reajwn  can  t>e  given  why  any  number 
may  not  be  dis|>eust.'d  with,  or  any  number  added.  Hie 
law  allows  no  addition  or  subtraction,  nor  any  other 
number  than  tlie  cumber  twelve."  To  the  same  ef- 
fect also  is  Cancemi  vs.  the  People,  in  the  New  Ytffk 
court  of  appeals,  4  Hmith's  rep.,  12U. 

Surely  it  cannot  be  necessary  to  argue  this  matter 
further.  Nothing  but  the  grave  importance  of  the 
(]ue8tious  has  induied^nie  to  say  so  much.  Bat  aside 
from  Iheee  constitiiiional  dilHculties,  I  do  not  see  how 
this  law  could  be  executed.  There  is  no  machinery 
in  the  bill  by  which  either  the  facts  to  be  passed  npon 
or  the  prisoner  could  be  taken  before  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court.  I  know  of  no  law  requiring  the  judge 
below,  or  any  body  else  to  write  down  the  evidence; 
and  even  if  taken  down  by  authority,  the  courts  have 
again  and  a^iain  held  llmt  it  is  no  part  of  the  record. 
If  the  bill  intended  the  notes  of  trial  taken  by  the 
judge  below,  or  by  inybody  else,  should  be  the  evidence 
to  be  passed  upon  liy  the  judges,  it  should  have  been 
so  declared.  And  if  it  intended  that  the  witnesses 
should  appear  before  the  judges  of  the  superior  court 
for  re-examination,  then  the  prisoner  would  also  have 
the  right  to  apjiear  there  and  meet  his  accusers  face 
to  face,  and  to  receive  judgment,  should  the  decision 
be  against  him.  But  the  bill  makes  no  provision  for 
any  of  these  things;  and  in  my  judgment,  for  these 
reasons  alone,  would  be  wholly  inoperative  if  approved. 
JNO.  W.  GEARY. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Relating  to  Ap- 
peals and  Transcripts  from  the  Judgments  of  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Uarrisburg,  February  12, 1870. 
Gentlemen; — 

HEREWITH    IB    RETURNED,    WITHOUT    Ap- 
proval, Senate  Bill  No.  20,  entitled  "An  Act 
extending  the  provisions  of  an  act,  entitled  "An 
Act  relating  to  appeals  and  transeriptB  from  the  judg- 
ments of  justices  of  the  peace,'  approved  the  2d  day 
of  March,  .\.  D.  1809,  to  the  county  of  Juniata," 

Without  expressing  any  opinion  on  the  merits  of 
the  bill,  it  is  disapproved  as  hasty  and  inconsiderate 
legislation;  and  because  it  would  amount  to  nothing 
if  approved.  It  proposes  to  extend  the  provisions  of 
a  former  act,  alleged  to  have  been  approved  the  second 
of  March,  1860,  to  the  county  of  Juniatu.  On  exami- 
nation it  turus  out  that  no  such  act  ever  was  approved 
on  that  day,  nor  can  any  be  found  of  the  exact  title 
given  in  the  present  bill.  It  is  probatile  an  act  of  2d 
March,  1868.  is  intended,  but  so  vague  a  probability 
is  too  indefinite,  and  the  bill  is  returned  for  correction. 
JNO.  W.  GEARY, 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Grand  Branch  of  the  Emerald  Beneficial  As- 
sociation of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania." 

Execntive  Chamber. 
Harrisburg,  February  11,  1870. 
Gentlemen: — 

HEREWITH  IS  RETURNED,  WITH  MY  OBJEC- 
tions.  Senate  bill.  No.  40,  entitled  "An  Act  to 
incorporate  the  Grand  Branch  of  the  Emerald 
beneficial  aBsociation  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania." 
By  the  Bwrt  section  of  the  act  of  6th  April,  1791, 
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the  Supreme  Court  was  authorized  to  incorporate  aa- 
Bociations  **for  any  literary,  charitable,  or  for  any  re- 
ligious purpose;"  and  by  the  first  section  of  the  act, 
approved  8th  April,  1833,  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
1791,  were  so  extended  as  to  include  **beneficial  socie- 
ties and  associations.-' 

And  bv  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  act  of  13th 
October,  1840,  the  several  courts  of  common  pleas 
were  empowerd  to  incorporate  associations  "for  any 
literary,  charitable  or  religious  purpose,  ♦  ♦  •  • 
or  beneficial  society  or  association.'- 

The  title  of  the  bill  designates  the  corporation  a 
•'beneficial  association,''  and  the  second  section  de- 
clares '*that  the  object  and  design  of  said  corporation 
as  a  benevolent,  beneficial  and  religious  organization, 
shall  be  to  promote  the  spread  of  the  great  funda- 
mental principles  of  faith,  hope  and  charity.-' 

It  is  therefore  manifest,  from  both  the  title  and  body 
of  the  act,  that  the  courts  under  the  law^s  above  cited, 
have  jurisdiction  over  the  whole  subject  matter. 

The  ninth  section  of  the  XI  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion is  as  follows,  viz: 

**No  bill  shall  be  passed  by  the  Legislature  granting 
any  powers  or  privileges,  in  any  case,  when  the  au- 
thority to  grant  such  powers  or  privileges  has  been, 
or  may  hereafter  be,  conferred  upon  the  courts  of  this 
Commonw^ealth." 

The  Ivcgislature,  therefore,  is  expressly  prohibited 
from  enacting  such  laws  as  the  one  proposed;  and  has 
no  constitutional  power  or  authority  to  create  such 
corporations.  Executive  approval  could  give  no  va- 
lidity to  such  legislation  as  this;  and  it  is  better  for 
all  concerned  that  it  be  arrested  at  once,  and  that  in- 
nocent parties  be  not  deceived  by  such  associations, 
assuming  to  act  under  corporate  authority  unauthor- 
ized by  law\  and  prohibited  by  the  Constitution. 

My  views  on  this  class  of  legislation  have  been  i^iven. 
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to  the  Legislature  so  frequeutly  aud  so  fully,  it  is 
deemed  uDnecessary  to  enlarge  upon  or  repeat  them. 
JNO.  W.  GEARY, 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Incorporating  the 
Sharpsburg  and  Etna  Savings  Bank." 

Executive  Cbaniber. 
Harrisburg.  February  12,  1870. 
Gentlemen : — 

SENATE  BILL  XO.  48,  ENTITLED  ".VN  ACT  IN- 
corporating  the  Hbarpsburg  and  Etna  Savings 
Banlt,"  is  berewitb  returned  with  my  objectionB. 

The  twenty-flfth  gectiou  of  the  flret  article  of  the 
Oonetitution  declares  that  "no  corporate  body  ahall 
be  hereafter  created,  renewed  or  extended,  with  bank- 
ing or  discounting  privileges,  without  six  months,  pre- 
vious public  notice  of  the  intended  application  for 
the  same,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by 
law." 

The  first  section  of  the  act  of  1st  June,  1839,  pre- 
scribes the  inanner  in  which  this  notice  shall  l>e  given, 
by  uew8p;)per  publication.  It  is  usual,  on  presentation 
of  a  bank  bill  conferring  banking  privileges  for  Execu- 
tive approval,  to  exliibit  the  lawful  evidence  of  publica- 
tion. No  such  evidence  has  been  jiroduced  in  this 
case,  although  the  friends  of  the  bill  have  been  iioti- 
lled  of  its  necessity,  and  action  on  the  bill  delayed  to 
afford  opportunity.  As  the  ten  days  are  about  to 
expire  I  have  no  alternative  but  to  return  the  bill  with- 
out my  approval. 

Aside  from  this  fatal  constitutional  objection,  there 
is  another  feature  of  this  bill  I  do  not  like;  and  I  deem 
it  proper  to  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  the  legislature 
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for  consideration  in  similar  cases.    The  same  section 
of  the  Constitution  already  cited,  declares  that  **no 
charter  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  shall  be  granted 
i  for  a  longer  period  than  twenty  years."    The  bill  under 

i)     1    '.  consideration  does  not  conform  to  this  requirement, 

but  merely  incorporates  the  subsequent  clause  of  the 
Constitution,  reserving  to  the  legislature  the  right 
to  revoke,  &c.  In  my  judgment  this  leaves  the  bill 
of  very  doubtful  constitutionality  on  this  point.  I  sug- 
gest, therefore,  for  the  interest  of  all  concerned,  that 
in  all  future  bank  bills  the  twenty  years'  limitation  be 
inserted,  and  thus  all  doubts  and  danger  on  this  im- 
portant  «]uestion  be  averted. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  **A  Supplement  to  an  Act 
to  Incorporate  the  Oxford  Gas  and  Water  Com- 
pany, Approved  the  24th  Day  of  March,  A.  D. 
1868." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  February  25,  1870. 
(lentlemen: — 

AP^TER  DUE   CONSIDERATION,  I   HEREWITH 
return,  without  approval,  Senate  bill,   No.   93, 
entitled    **A  supplement  to  an  act  to   incorpo- 
rate the  Oxford  gas  and  water  company,  approved  the 
24th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1858." 

The  first  and  third  sections  authorize  the  giving  of 
a  mortgage,  and  an  increase  of  taxation,  both  of  which 
are  usual  and  unobjectionable.  But  the  second  sec- 
tion authorizes  **said  borough  to  loan  to  said  Oxford 
gas  and  water  company  the  bonds  of  said  borough  for 
a  sum  not  exceeding  thirty-five  thousand  dollars,  and 
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to  take  from  said  gas  and  ^v'ater  compauy,  as  security 
for  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  aaid 
loan,  a  mortgage,"  &c.  It  may  t>e  this  would  be  u 
beneficial  arrangemeut  for  both  the  borougti  of  Ox- 
ford and  the  water  company;  and  had  the  I^gialature 
the  power  to  authorize  it.  I  would  not  interpose.  But, 
tlio  aeventh  section  of  the  eleventh  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution is  us  follows,  viz: 

"The  Legislature  shall  not  authorise  any  county,  city, 
borough,  tonnship  or  incorporated  district,  by  virtue 
of  a  vote  of  its  citizens,  or  otherwise,  to  become  a 
Glockholder  in  any  cmpany,  association  or  corporation; 
or  to  obtiiin  mouey  for,  01  loan  its  credit  to  any  corpo- 
ration, association,  institution  or  party.'' 

In  my  judgment  the  second  section  of  the  bill  is  in 
plain  violalion  of  this  constitutional  prohibition;  and 
this  makes  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  assign  any  other 
reason  for  withholding  approval. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "A  Supplement  to  the  Act 
Entitled  'An  Act  to  Modify  the  Existing  Auction 
Laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  to  Provide  more 
EfFectually  for  the  Collection  of  the  State  Tax  or 
Duty  on  .Auction  Sales  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia 
and  County  of  Allegheny,'  Approved  April  9,  A.  D. 
1859." 

Executive  Chamber, 
narrisbnrg,  March  4.  1870. 
Gentlemen: — 

HEBE\YTTn    IS    RETURNED.    WITHOUT    Ap- 
proval, Senate  bill.  Xo.  70.  entitled   "A  siipple- 
niiMit  (o  the  nit.  entitled  'An  Act  to  modify  the 
existing  auction  laws  of  this  Common wealfh.  and  to 
provide   more   effectually   for   the   collection   of  the 
e»— Vol.  VIII— 4th  8er. 
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State  tax  or  duty  on  auction  Bales  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia and  county  of  Allegheny/  approved  April  9, 
A.  D.  1859.-' 

The  act  of  1859  classitied  and  regulated  auctioneers 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  county  of  Allegheny, 
and  has  remained  the  law  on  that  subject  ever  since. 
The  fifth  section  provides  as  follows: 

**That  any  citizen,  as  aforesaid,  residing  and  doing 
business  not  less  than  five  miles  from  Independence 
Hall,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  paying  into  the 
State  Treasurv  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  and 
giving  bonds,  with  sureties,  in  the  sum  of  two  thou- 
sand doUars,  the  Crovernor,  thereupon,  shall  grant 
him  a  commission  of  the  fifth  ckiss  for  one  year,  &c." 

The  thirteenth  section  of  the  act  of  1859  provides, 
**that  those  doin^  business  in  the  city  of  Allegheny, 
shall  pay  but  one  half  the  rate  for  commissions  estab- 
lished for  those  doing  business  in  Philadelphia;  and 
that  those  doing  business  iu  said  county,  and  not  in 
any  city,  shall  jmy  one-fourth  the  rates  aforesaid.'- 

By  reason  of  that  clause  in  the  fifth  section  of  this 
act  of  1859,  re  hi  ting  to  residence  **not  less  than  five 
miles  from  Independence  Hall,  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia," that  section  has  been  construed  so  as  not  to 
apply  to  Pittsburg  or  to  Allegheny  city  or  county;  and 
the  auctioneers'  licenses  have  heretofore  rated  as  fol- 
lows: 

For  Pittsburg |600  00 

Allegheny  city 250  00 

Allegheny  county 125  00 

The  bill  now  under  consideration  proposes  to  extend 
the  provisions  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  1859, 
to  **the  county  of  Allegheny,"  and  the  effect  of  this 
would  be  to  fix  and  establish  a  new  schedule  for  auc- 
tioneers' licenses  as  follows,  viz: 

F'or  Pittsburg, flOO  00 

For  Allegheny  city, 50  00 

For  Allegheny  county 25  00 
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I  am  aware  of  do  decrease  id  population,  resourccB 
or  busioees  in  Pittaburg,  or  Allegheoy  city,  or  county, 
siuce  185y,  wbich  would  warrant  tliis  proposed  reduc- 
tion of  eighty  per  cent,  od  auctioneers'  licenses. 

Nor  is  this  presentation  of  the  case  answered  by 
any  reasonable  prospect  of  an  iacrease  of  auction  du- 
ties, or  perceatage  on  sales;  for  the  statistics  in  the 
Auditor  General's  report  sbow  that  neither  Pittsburg 
nor  Allegheny  pay  any  auction  duties  to  the  Common- 
wealth. 

In  justice  to  other  sections,  and  under  present  and 
prospective  demands  on  the  Treasury  of  the  State,  1 
do  Dot  feel  .warranted  in  sanctioDing  a  reduction  of 
the  public  revenues  as  proposed  by  this  enactment. 
JNO.  W.GEARY, 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Hellertown  Savings  Bank." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Barrisbarg,  March  4, 1870. 
flentlemen: — 

HEREWITH  la  RETURNED,  WITHOUT  AI'- 
proval.  Senate  bill.  No.  262.  entitled  "An  Act 
to  incorporate  tbe  Hellertown  Savings  Bank." 
The  twenty-fifth  section  of  the  first  ai^icle  of  the 
Constitution  declares  that  "no  corporate  body  shall 
be  hereafter  created,  renewed  or  extended  without  six 
months'  previous  public  notice  of  the  intended  appli- 
cation for  the  same,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  law." 

The  first  section  of  the  act  of  first  June.  1839,  pro- 
vides as  follows: 
"Whenever  any  citizen  or  association  of  citizens  of 
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this  Commonwealth  intend  to  make  application  to  the 
Legislature  for  the  creation,  renewal  or  extension  of 
any  corporate  body,  with  banking  or  discounting  privi- 
leges, it  sh«ill  be  their  duty  to  cause  a  notice  of  such 
intended  application  to  be  advertised  in  two  news- 
papers, printed  in  the  county  in  which  such  corporate 
body  is  or  is  intended  to  be  located,  at  least  once  a 
week  in  each  paper  for  six  months  before  the  meeting 
of  the  then  next  Ix^gislature,  and  also  in  one  paper 
printed  in  the  borough  of  Ilarrisburg,''  and  the  sub- 
stance of  said  reiiuired  notices  prescribed. 

The  evidence  of  advertisiMuent  has  been  produced, 
although  in  due  form,  it  is  manifest  th%  publication 
was  not  made  for  the  full  term  of  six  months,  as  re- 
quired. 

The  advertisement  in  one  paper  is  dated  on  the  7th 
of  July,  1S()9,  and  in  the  other  on  the  8th  of  July,  1869; 
and  the  aflidavit  proves  insertion  from  the  7th  of  July, 
1861),  to  the  nth  of  January,  1870;  and  the  other  affi- 
davit proves  insertion  of  the  notice  from  the  8th  of 
July,  1869,  to  the  7th  of  January,  1870.  Inasmuch  as 
the  Legislature  m(»t  this  year  on  the  4th  day  of  Jan- 
uary, it  is  manifest  the  advertisement  was  several  days 
leas  than  required  by  the  Constitution  and  law  herein 
before  recit(^.  The  Supreme  Court  has  long  since 
ruled  that  the  term  "months,''  in  a  law  or  sbatute, 
means  calendar  months;  and  a  notice  three  days  less 
than  the  legular  time  is  as  fatally  defective  as  if  it 
had  been  three  weeks  too  short.  The  Legislature  bad 
no  power  or  authority  to  pass  the  bill  without  the 
six  months'  previous  notice.  The  act  is  therefore  un- 
constitutional, null  and  void;  and  no  Executive  ap- 
proval could  give  it  vitality  or  force. 

These  views  make  it  unnecessary  to  consider  the 
provisions  of  the  enactment  or  to  express  any  opinion 
thereon. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing;  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Brookville  Gas  and  Water  Company." 
Exeviitivf  C'liamber, 
Uarrisburg.  Mairb  18,  1870. 
tit'iitleiueii:— 

HEREWITH     IB     RETURNED     WITH    OBJEC- 
tions,  Senate  bill,  No.  112,  entitled  "An  Act  to 
incorporate  the  Brookville  gas  and  water  com- 
pany." 

The  principal  objection  is,  that  it  makes  no  pro- 
vision for  damage  to  those  whose  property  may  be 
taken  or  injured  by  the  company.  The  Legislature 
has  no  right  to  authorize  the  taking  of  private  prop- 
erty, even  for  public  uses,  without  compensation  to 
the  owners;  nor  would  it  be  right  to  do  it  if  they  had 
the  power. 

I  regret  to  remind  the  Legislature  that  it  seems  to 
be  forgotten  by  the  framero  of  these  bills  creating 
gas  and  water  companies,  that  there  is  a  general 
law  on  the  subject,  approved  Utb  March,  1857.  As 
a  general  rule  a  much  better  bill  can  be  framed  in  a 
few  sections,  making  the  company  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  general  law,  than  by  tifleen  or  twenty 
sections  ignoring  that  law.  It  was  carefully  prepared, 
with  all  necessary  details,  and  has  stood  the  test  of 
trial  and  experience  for  thirteen  years;  and  I  recom- 
mend that  all  gas  and  water  companies  he  placed 
under  its  provisions.  There  would  seem  to  be  no  use 
in  having  general  laws  if  they  are  to  be  wholly  ignored, 
and  all  the  details  repeated  and  re-enacted  in  every 
special  and  local  bill. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Authorize  the 
Courts  of  Lycoming  and  Perry  Counties  to  Ap- 
point One  or  More  Commissioners  to  Take  Depo- 
sitions of  Witnesses." 

Executive  ChamlKT, 
Harrisburg,  March  25, 1870. 
Oentlenien : — 

SENATK  BILI>,  NO.  495,  ENTITLED  "AX  ACT  TO 
authorize  the  courts  of  Lycoming  and  Perry  coan- 
ties  to  appoint  one  or  more  commissioners  to 
take  depositions  of  witnesses,"  is  herewith  returned 
withoTit  approval. 

■Special  legislation  is  one  of  the  greatest  evils  of 
the  age,  and  should  only  be  resorted  to  where  upeeial 
reasons  exist;  and  es]>ecially  should  this  be  the  prac- 
tice in  matters  pertaining  to  the  adnriuistration  of 
piiblic  justice.  The  bill  is  unnecessary  so  far  as  it 
proposes  to  authorize  the  courts  named  to  make  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  taking  of  depositions,  for  by 
existing  laws  they  have  ample  powers  <'onferred  upoD 
them  for  this  purpose.  No  doubt. the  counties  of  Perry 
and  Lycoming  have  the  usual  number  of  justices  of 
the  peace  and  notaries  public,  before  whom,  as  else- 
where, depositions  may  be  lawfully  ta^en;  and  if  any 
good  reason  exists  why  depositions  should  not  be 
taken  before  these  ofllcers,  the  same  reason  no  doubt 
applies  to  the  other  counties,  and  the  matter  should 
be  regulated  by  some  general  law. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 
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To    the    Senate     Nominating     Commissioners    of 
Public  Charities. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  25,  1870. 
Senators: — 

IN  CONFORMITY  WITH  THE  ACT  OF  GENERAL 
Assembly,  approved  the  24th  April,  1869,  I  did, 
on  the  iBt  da,v  of  December,  A.  D.  1869,  appoint 
the  following  named  persons  to  be  commissioners  of 
public  charities,  to  wit:  Gen.  Thomas  L.  Kane,  of  the 
conntj  of  M'Kean,  for  the  term  of  five  years;  G.  Daw- 
son Coleman,  of  the  county  of  Lebanon,  for  the  term 
of  four  years;  George  L.  Harrison,  of  (he  county  of 
Philadelphia,  for  the  term  of  three  years;  and  on  the 
23d  inst.  I  also  appointed  Charles  A,  Wood,  of  Alle- 
gheny county,  for  the  term  of  two  years;  and  Hiester 
Clymer,  of  Berks  county,  for  the  term  of  one  year; 
which  appointments  are  hereby  submitted  for  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

JNO.  W.GEARY, 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Col.  E.  L.  Osborne  Major 
General  of  the  Ninth  Division  of  Uniformed  Mi- 
litia. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg.  March  25.  1870. 
Senators: — 

ON  THE  24TH  INflT.  I  APPOINTED  COL.  E.  L. 
Osborne,  of  the  county  of  Luzerne,  to  be  Major 
General  of  the  Ninth  division  of  the  uniformed 
militia,  composed  of  the. counties  of  Colambia,  Lu- 
zerne and  Wyoming,  subject  to  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  and  his  appointment  is  hereby  submitted 
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for  such  advice  and  consent,  agreeably  to  the  provis- 
ions of  the  act  of  the  4th  day  of  May,  A.  1).  1864,  en- 
titled **An  Act  for  the  organization,  discipline  and 
regulation  of  the  militia  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania/' 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  **An  Act  to  Provide  for  the 
Erection  of  a  District  Court  Within  the  County  of 
Luzerne/* 

Executive  (chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  25,  1870. 
(lentleinen: — 

AFTER  A  MOCT  CAREFUL  CONSIDERATION 
of  Senate  bill.  No.  920,  entitled  **An  Act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  erection  of  a  district  court  within 

the  countv  of  Luzerne,"  1  find  mvself  unable  to  an- 

•  •  I 

prove  the  same. 

This  bill  is  demanded  by  reason  of  the  alleged  ina- 
bilty  of  the  present  law  judges  of  that  county  to  per- 
form the  duties  in  th(»  regular  courts,  by  reason  of 
the  time  necessarily  occupied  in  performing  their  du- 
ties as  recorders  in  the  mayors'  courts  of  S<*rauton 
and  Carbondale.  I  am  credibly  informed  tlia<  pro- 
ceedings are  now  pending  before  the  Supreme  Court 
denying  the  right  of  the  president  judge  to  sit  as  re- 
corder in  these  mayors'  courts;  and  in  my  judgment  it 
is  premature  and  unwise  to  legislate  on  this  important 
subject  until  the  action  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the 
premises  shall  be  know^n.  If  it  shall  be  decided  that 
the  present  judges  have  no  right  to  sit  as  recorders, 
then  it  is  apprehended  that  the  Executive  would  have 
to  appoint  recorders  for  those  courts. 
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These  refordera,  by  reason  of  the  exteuuive  jiiiisdic- 
tion  of  those  iiiajorB"  courts,  would  have  to  be  men 
lenrned  in  the  law;  and  they  would  hare  to  be  puid 
out  of  the  State  Treasuiy  as  other  men  perfoiuiing 
judicial  duties.  In  this  event  there  would  be  piacti- 
i-alty  four  law  judges  for  Luzei'ue  county;  and  the 
present  bill,  if  approved,  would  create  a  fifth  one.  I 
doubt  very  much  whether  there  is  any  county  iu  the 
State,  except  Phi  la  del  phi  a  and  Allegheny,  in  which 
two  coniiK'tent  judges  can  not  satisfactorily  diaeharge 
all  the  duties  reijuired  of  them  by  law.  Under  these 
circumstances,  and  with  these  convictions,  I  feel  re- 
quired to  return  the  bill  without  approval. 

JNO.  VV.  UEARY, 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "A  Supplement  to  an  Act, 
Entitled  "A  Act  to  Incorporate  the  Allegheny  Trust 
Company,'  Approved  Deceinber  20,  A,  D.  1869." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Uarrisburg,  March  29,  1870. 

Oentlemeu: — 
I  REGRET  MY  INABILITY  TO  APPROVE  8EN- 
J^  ate  hill.  No,  503.  entitled  ''A  supplement  to  an  act, 
entitled  'An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Allegheny 
County  trust  company,'  approved  December  20,  A.D. 
1869." 

It  confers  banking  and  discounting  privileges  with- 
out the  six  months'  notice  having  been  given,  as  re- 
quired by  the  twenly-fifth  section  of  the  firgt  article 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  and  the  act  of  the 
Legislature,  approved  the  first  day  of  June,  1839. 

On  the  fourth  inst.  I  gave  to  the  Senate  my  views  in 
returning  Senate  hill.  No.  2C2,  entitled  "An  Act  to 
in(-orjK>rate  the  Hellertown  Savings  Bank,"  that  a 
repetition  of  them  here  is  deemed  nnnecessary. 
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This  bill  also  iiuthorizes  tbe  oompau}'  to  chuigi;  ten 
per  cent,  per  anDum  for  tbe  use  of  mone^'.  Whilst 
iitdividuaU  nre  by  law  allowed  to  charge  odI.v  six  per 
cent.,  I  ara  unable  to  »ee  tbe  propriety  or  justice  of 
allowing  corporations  to  charge  ten. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Alfred  L.  Pearson  Major 
General  of  the  Eighteenth  Division  of  the  Uniform- 
ed Militia. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg.  March  29,  1870. 
Senators: — 

Ifl.WE  THIS  DAY  APPOINTED  ALFRED  L,. 
Pearson,  of  the  county  of  Allegheny,  to  be  Major 
General  of  the  Eighteenth  division  of  tbe  ani- 
formed  militia,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Allegheny, 
.Vrmstrong,  Indiana  and  Jefferson,  Bubject  to  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  bis  appointment  ia 
hereby  submitted  for  such  advice  and  consent,  agree- 
ably to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  May  4,  1864,  enti- 
tled "An  Act  for  the  organization,  discipline  and  rega- 
lation  of  the  militia  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania." 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "A  Further  Supplement  to 
an  Act  to  Incorporate  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 
Relative  to  the  Collection  of  Taxes." 

Executive  Cliamber, 
Harriflbnrg,  Marcli  30,  1870. 
Gentleinea: — 

HOUSE  BIIX.  NO.  721,  ENTITLED  "A  FURTHER 
supplement  to  an  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of 
I'hiliidetphia,  relative  to  the  collection  of  taxes," 
was  received  by  nic  on  the  24'tli  lust.,  and  on  the  same 
day  approved,  at  the  eameat  solicitation  of  several 
members  of  the  city  councils  and  members  of  the 
House  of  EeprcBentatives.  From  credible  informa- 
tion since  received,  I  am  induced  to  believe  the  bill  aa 
presented  and  approved  by  me  never  actually  passed 
either  the  Senate  or  the  House,  although  a  bill  of  the 
same  number  and  title,  and  with  essentially  different 
provisions,  did  pass  both  Houses  at  the  same  time  the 
one  presented  for  approval  purports  to  have  been 
passed.  On  examination,  it  appears  that  the  bill  ap- 
proved when  presented  was  in  the  usual  form,  certi- 
fied by  the  Comparing  Clerk  to  have  been  compared, 
and  signed  by  the  Speakers  of  the  House  and  Senate, 
as  usual  in  other -cases.  How  did  the  false  and  fraud- 
ulent bill  which  did  not  pass,  get  substituted  for  the 
genuine  one  which  did  pass?  This  is  a  grave  ques- 
tion, irrespective  of  the  merits  or  demerits  of  these 
two  bills,  and  I  earnestly  invite  the  immediate  atten- 
tion.of  the  Senate  and  House  to  the  subject. 

If  this  novel  and  disgraceful  species  of  fraud  shall 
be  tolerated,  no  one  can  foretell  the  evil  consequences 
which  may  ensue;  and  the  Legislature  owe  it  to  them- 
selves, to  the  public  interests  involved,  and  to  the 
Executive,  whose  official  signature  lias  been  thus  se- 
cured to  a  fraudulent  bill  under  false  pretences,  to 
at  once  Institute  a  prompt  and  thorough  investigation. 
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to  the  end  ihat  tbf  guiltj'  parties  may  be  brought  to 
Hpeed.v  and  condign  punishment.  I  also  reeammend 
that  if  the  facts  be  found  as  alleged,  the  act  be  forth- 
with repealed. 

JNO.  \V.  (iEAKY. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Give  Effect 
to  the  Purposes  of  the  Will  of  Mrs.  Eliza  Howard 
Burd." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Htirnsburg.  April  1.  1870. 
Gentlemen : — 

SEN'ATl-:  mi.l,.  NO  78y.  ENTITLED  "AX  ACT  TC- 
t;iv('  etTect  lo  the  purjioses  of  the  will  of  Mrs. 
Eliza  Howard  Burd,"  is  returned  herewith  to 
the  Henate,  in  which  it  originated,  without  Executive 
approval, 

Tlie  title  lo  the  bill  seeiiia  lo  have  been  misconceived. 
Instead  of  giving  effect  to  the  will  of  Mrs.  Burd,  the 
act  proposes  to  make  a  very  material  alteration  iu 
that  instrument. 

By  tilt'  codicil  to  her  testament,  of  date,  December 
6.  is.'iti,  Mrs.  Ilnrd  devised  a  large  amount  of  prop- 
erty iu  iniKt  for  the  fotiiidalion  of  an  Orphan  asylum 
for  the  i-eieption  of  white  female  orphans  "of  not  less 
than  four  years  and  not  more  than  eight  years  of  9ge." 

The  act  iu  i|uestion  strikes  out  the  word  "eight," 
and  makes  the  limitation  n'ad.  ''Iwelve  years  of  age." 
If  the  Legislature  can  thus  modify  the  standard  of 
iidmiBsion  eKtablished  by  the  will,  it  conld  be  extended 
so  as  to  embrace  adults  of  fifty  years  of  afje.  We 
can  well  understand  that  the  testatrix  bad  suflleient 
reasons  for  establishing  the  limitation  found  in  her 
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will.  She  probably  did  not  design  tliat  the  asylum 
ahonld  be  a  mere,  niirsei'y,  und  heDce  she  llxed  fonr 
years  as  a  Diinimuui.  She  might  also  desire  that  chil- 
dren should  be  admitted  of  siieli  tender  jears  as  to 
guai'd  the  establishnient  from  all  possible  contamiDa- 
tion  of  evil  thoughts  or  bad  habits.  She  therefore 
assigned  eight  years  aa  the  uiaximuni  age.  This  would 
seem  to  be  eotirely  leaKonable.  But  whether  it  was 
discreet  or  otherwise,  no  on<-  nm  doubt  that  she  who 
established  tliis  noble  charity  had  the  right  to  pre- 
scribe the  terms  upon  which  its  bounty  should  be  ad- 
miuislered,  and  conceding  this  power  lo  her,  it  neces- 
sarily follows  that  the  will  is  beyond  Ihe  power  of 
legiwlative  iilteration. 

JNO.  \V.  GEARY. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  George  F.  McFarland 
State  Superinterident  of  Soldiers'  Orphans. 
Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg.  A])ril  5,  1870. 
Senators: — 

IHEllEDY  XOMIXATE.  FOB  THE  ADVICE  AND 
consent  of  the  Senate,  (Seorge  F.  .M'Farland,  Esq.. 
of  Ihe  county  of  •Juniii'ta.  to  be  State  Superin- 
tendent of  Soldiers'  Orphans,  for  the  term  of  three 
years,  to  be  computed  from  the  29th  day  of  April,  A. 
I>.  1S7II,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  9th 
April,  A.  D.  1867,  entitled  "An  Act  for  the  contin- 
uance of  the  education  and  maintenance  of  the  desti- 
luti>  orphans  of  the  deceased  soldiers  and  sailors,  and 
the  destitute  children  of  permanently  disabled  soldieii> 
r.nd  sailors  of  the  Slate." 

JNO.  \V.  OEARY. 
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To  the  Assembly  Nominating  Charles  S.  Minor  a 
Trustee  of  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital. 

Executive  Chambei-, 
Harrisburg,  April  4,  18TU. 
Senators : — 

ON  THE  20TH  DAY  OF  DKCEMBER,  A.  I>.  1869, 
I  appointed,  subject  to  llie  advice  and  consent 
of  tiie  ii^nate,  uiid  in  conformity  witli  the  re- 
(juirenients  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  airt  of  the  Gen- 
eral ABserablj,  approved  April  14,  A,  D.  1845,  eBtab- 
liijhiug  an  asylum  for  the  insane  poor  of  the  Common- 
wealth, Charles  S.  Minor,  Esquire,  of  the  county  of 
Wayne,  to  be  a  trustee  of  the  PenuBylvania  State  Ln- 
natii-  hOBpital,  for  the  unexpired  term  of  F.  B.  Penni- 
uian,  Esquire,  of  the  county  of  Allegheny,  resigned, 
said  term  being  until  the  first  day  of  February,  A.  1). 
1872. 

JNO.  \V.  tJEARY. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Trustees  o(  the  State 
Lunatic  Hospitl. 

Executive  Chamber. 
Harriaburg,  April  4,  1870, 
Senators: — 

I  DO  HEREBY  NOMINATE,  FOR  THE  ADVICE 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  in  conformity  with  the 
retfuirements  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of 
Assembly  of  the  14th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1845,  estab- 
lishing an  asylum  for  the  insane  poor  of  the  Common- 
wealth, the  following  named  persons  to  be  trustees  of 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Lunatic  hospital,  vi/.:  Henry 
Oilhert,  Esq..  of  the  county  of  Dauptiin;  Wm.  W. 
Rutherford,  M.   D.,  of  the   county  of  Dauphin,   and 
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George  Bergner,  Esq.,  of  the  county  of  Dauphin,  for 
the  term  of  three  years  eacli,  to  be  computed  from 
the  7th  day  of  February  last  past. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Facilitate  and 
Secure  the  Construction  of  anAdditional  Railway 
Connection  Between  the  Waters  of  the  Susque- 
hanna and  the  Great  Lakes,  Canada  and  the  North- 
western States,  by  Extending  the  Aid  and  Credit 
of  Certain  Corporations  to  the  Jersey  Shore,  Pine 
Creek  and  Buffalo  Railway  Company,  and  in  Like 
Manner  to  Aid  the  Construction  of  the  Pittsburg, 
Virginia  and  Cliarleston  Railway,  the  Clearfield  and 
Bnlfalo  Railway  and  the  Erie  and  Allegheny  Rail- 
way." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  April  7,  1870. 
Gentlemen; 

SENATE  BIIJ>  NO.  1070,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO 
facilitate  and  wcure  the  constructioh  of  an  addi- 
tional railway  connpction  between  the  waters  of 
the  Susquehanna  and  the  great  lakes,  Canada  and  the 
northwestern  Ktat?H,  by  extending  the  aid  and  credit 
of  cerlain  corpniiitious  to  the  Jersey  Shore,  Pine  Creek 
and  ItufTalo  railwny  company,  and  in  tike  manner  to 
aid  I  he  construction  of  the  Pittsburg,  Virginia  and 
Charleston  railway,  the  Clearfield  and  Buffalo  rail- 
way, and  the  Erie  and  Allegheny  railway,"  was  only 
presented  for  Execaiive  approval  on  yesterday,  the  Cth 
ir.sf. 

Ke^iarding  it  as  among  the  most  important  ever  sub- 
mitted for  considenition.  both  iii  the  prrnciplea  it  In- 
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volyea  and  the  consequences  of  my  action  thereon,  1 
have  examined  it  with  as  much  care  as  was  possible 
in  the  short  time  illowed,  and  the  pressure  of  other 
duties  at  tliis  late  stage  of  the  ses6»ion.  For  these  rea- 
sons, it  would  have  been  desirable  that  the  views  about 
to  be  announced,  should  have  bc*en  the  subject  of  more 
mature  reflection. 

Entertaining,  however,  firm  convictions  that  the  pro- 
posed measure  is  not  only  in  conflict  with  the  Constitu- 
tion, but  at  war  with  the  best  interests  and  true  pol- 
icy of  the  State,  it  is  deemed  an  imperative  duty  to 
guard  against  all  possible  mis-construction,  by  return- 
ing the  bill  promptly  to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  orig- 
inated, with  the  following  statement  of  the  reasons 
for  withholding  my  approval: 

There  are  in  the  sinking  fund  of  the  State,  nine  and 
one-half  millions  A  dollars  (19,500,000)  in  railroad 
bonds,  viz:  |6,(H)0,000  in  bouds  of  the  Pennsylvania 
railroad  company,  and  ^,500,000  of  the  bonds  of  the 
Allegheny  Valley  railroad  company,  the  payment  of 
the  latter  guaranteed  by  the  Philadelphia  and  Erie 
railroad  company,  tlie  Northern  Central  railway  com- 
pany, and  by  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  company. 
These  f  0,000,000  are  a  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
of  the  main  line  of  public  works,  sold  in  1857;  and  the 
13,500,000  are  bonds  substituted  for  a  like  amount  of 
bonds  which  were  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  other  por- 
tions of  the  public  works,  made  subsequent  to  1857. 
The  whole  |9,500,000,  therefore,  are  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  public  improvements  formerly  owned  by  the 
State;  and  the  bill  under  consideration,  if  approved, 
will  take  this  entire  sum  out  of  the  sinking  fund,  and 
distribute  it  among  the  four  railroad  companies  named 
in  the  bill,  in  the  proportions  therein  recited. 

In  the  consideration  of  this  most  imiwrtant  subject, 
two  questions  naturall.>  arise: 

First. — Has  the  Legislature  the  constitutional  power 
to  enact  this  law?  and 
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Secood. — If  the  i)ower  exists,  is  it  expedient  to  exer- 
cise it? 

If  the  lirst  qiiestiou  be  aoewei'ed  in  the  negative,  the 
bill  sliould  not  be  approved.  If  in  the  affirmative,  then 
the  ttecond  <)uestiiiii  a^suine^  a  grave  importance. 
What  then  are  the  written  constitutional  provisions 
bearing  upon  the  subject?  The  latter  clause  of  the 
twenty-fifth  section  of  the  first  article  6t  the  Constitu- 
tion declares  that  "So  law  hereafter  enacted  shall  cre- 
ate, renew  op  extend  the  charter  of  more  than  one  cor- 
pora ti6n." 

The  eighth  section  of  the  eleventh  article  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

"No  bill  shall  be  passed  bj  the  legislature  contain- 
ing more  than  one  subject,  which  shall  be  clearly  ex- 
pressed in  the  title,  except  appropriation  bills." 

The  proposed  act  is  not  an  appropriation  bill  within 
ihe  recognized  meaning  of  this  section  of  the  funda- 
mental law.  Everj-  one  familiar  with  the  history  of 
our  State  Constitution,  Imows  the  objects  for  which 
these  clauses  were  inserted  and  adopted.  Our  State 
had  been  cursed  wilh  omnibus  legislation,  enacted  by 
what,  in  common  K'gislative  parlance,  waa  known  as 
the  system  of  log-rolling.  Measures  which  alone  could 
not  stand  upon  their  merits,  and  which  often  had  no 
merits  on  which  to  stand,  were  fastened  together  in 
one  bill,  and  by  ingenious  combinations  of  local  in- 
terests, the  most  incongruous,  and  sometimes  iniqui- 
tous provisions,  were  forced  through  in  the  same  act. 
Essentially  diverse,  conflicting,  and  even  rival  and  hos- 
tile ititereHts  and  parties,  who  could  agree  upon  noth- 
ing else,  were  thus  induced  to  unite  in  a  common  raid 
1  |i(.n  the  Treasury  of  the  State.  This  evil  became  in 
liTiip  so  intolerable,  that  the  people  were  at  last  com- 
pelled to  protect  themselves  against  it;  and  they  did 
so.  by  these  plain,  constitutional  prohibitions.  The 
people  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  declared  and  wrote 
70— Vol.  VIII— 4th  Ser. 
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it  in  their  Constitution,  that  ^^no  bill  should  be  parsed 
by  the  Legislature  containing  more  than  one  subject;'* 
and  that  "no  law  hereafter  enacted  shall  create/ renew 
or  extend  the  charter  of  more  than  one  corporation/* 

It  is  contended,  and  with  some  show  of  plausibilitj, 
that  the  bill  under  consideration  embraces  but  the  one 
subject  of  raih*oad.s,  and  that  this,  and  this  alone,  is 
exprt'ssed  in  the  title;  and  that  the  act  does  not  cre- 
ate, renew  or  extend  the  charter  of  more  than  one  cor- 
I»oration.  Technically,  thid  may  be  so;  but  we  are 
considering  grave  qaestions  of  constitutional  law; 
where  different  rules  of  construction  must  prevail,  and 
judged  by  these  it  ib  clear  that  the  provisions  of  this 
act  are  in  manifest  violation  of  the  letter,  spirit,  intent 
and  object  of  these  plain  constitutional  provisions. 
In  tht^  case  of  the  ('ommon wealth  v».  Clark  (7  Watts' 
and  Sergt's  Rep.  127),  the  late  Chief  Justice  Gibson,  in 
delivering  the  unnuimous  opinion  of  our  Supreme 
Court,  said: 

"A  Constitution  is  not  to  receive  a  technical  inter- 
pretation like  a  common  law  instrument  or  statute. 
it  is  to  be  intc^rpreted  so  as  to  carry  out  the  great  prin- 
ciples of  the  (Tovernmcnt,  not  to  defeat  them/' 

Apply  this  authoritative,  sensible  and  well  estab- 
lished principle  of  constitutional  construction  to  the 
case  in  hand.  The  Constitution  declares,  in  substance, 
that  *'omnibus  legislation  and  log-rolling  enactments 
shall  cease;"  and  to  Ihat  end,  "no  law  hereafter  enacted 
shall  create,  renew  or  extend  the  charter  of  more  than 
(»ne  corporation;''  and  ''no  bill  shall  be  passed  by  the 
Legislature  containing  more  than  one  subject."  The 
bill  returned,  includes  four  different  railroad  compa- 
nies as  principals,  and  nine  others  as  guarantors;  and 
by  a  liberal  construction  assumes  that  they  all  con- 
stitute but  one  subject.  By  this  omnibus  system,  the 
proposed  act  combines  the  interests,  local  rivalries,  and 
cupidity  of  nearly  every  section  of  the  State,  from  the 
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Delaware  to  the  lakes,  and  has  thereby  secured  its 
passage.  The  severnl  oorporations,  it  is  true,  are  not 
tocbnii-ally  created  by  this  law,  but  were  first  incor- 
purated  by  other  bills,  with  the  manifest  intent  to  be 
followed  by  this  act,  which  artfully  combines  the  local 
interests  of  all  the  other  bene&ciaiy  companies, 
breathes  into  them  the  breath  of  life  by  the  apfffopria- 
tion  of  the  public  .iioneys,  and  secures  the  very  iden- 
tieal  ends  pfohibited  by  the  Constitution.  Thus,  by 
a  liberal  construction  of  the  act,  and  a  narrow  and 
technical  interpretation  of  the  Constitution,  the  sound 
rulea  and  principles  applicable  to  both  are  reversed  and 
misapplied,  and  the  effort  made  to  reconcile  the  statute 
with  the  prohibition.  The  attempt  is  a  failure.  The 
Constitution  cancot  be  evaded  or  nullified  in  any  snch 
manner.  As  ruled  by  Chief  Justice  (Sibson,  it  must 
■■be  interpreted  so  as  to  carry  out  the  great  principlee 
of  the  Government,  not  to  defeat  them." 

Bat  there  are  other  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
prohibiting  such  l^islation. 

The  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  sections  of  the  eleventh 
article  are  as  follows: 

Section  4.  "To  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  pres- 
ent debt,  and  any  additional  debt  contracted  as  afore- 
said, I  he  Legislature  shall,  at  its  first  session  after  the 
adoption  of  this  amendment,  create  a  sinking  fand 
which  shall  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  accruing  interest 
on  such  debt,  and  annually  to  reduce  the  principal 
thereof  by  a  sum  not  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars;  which  sinking  fund  shall  consist  of 
the  net  annual  income  of  the  public  works,  from  time 
to  time  owned  by  the  State,  or  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
<  f  I  lie  eame  or  any  part  thereof,  and  of  the  income  or 
I  rcicetds  of  sale  of  stocks  owned  by  the  State,  together 
wi^li  other  funds  or  resources  that  may  be  designated 
by  law.  The  said  sinking  fund  may  be  increased  from 
time  to  time  by  assigning  to  it  any  part  of  the  taxes  or 
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other  revenuee  of  the  State,  not  required  for  the  ordi- 
nary and  cnrrent  (;x[x?Dfes  of  goverotuent,  and  unless 
in  i-aue  of  war,  invasion- or  insurrection,  no  part  of 
the  said  sinlfing  fund  shall  be  used  or  applied  other- 
wise than  in  oxtingtiishment  of  the  public  debt,  nntil 
the  amount  of  wnch  debt  is  reduced  below  the  sum  of 
five  milliouH  of  dollars. " 

Section  3.  "The  credit  of  the  Commonwealth  shall 
not  iu  any  manner  or  event  be  pledged  or  loaned  to 
any  individual,  company,  cor]K>ration  or  association; 
nor  ehall  the  Conintonwc^alth  hereafter  become  a  joiot 
owner  or  stot-khoM^r  in  any  company,  association  or 
corporation." 

'Section  6.  ''The  Commonwealth  shall  not  assume  the 
debt,  or  any  part  thereof,  of  any  county,  city,  boroagh 
or  township,  or  of  muv  corporation  or  association,  un- 
less such  debt  shall  have  been  contracted  to  enable  the 
State  to  rep<.d  invueiou,  »uppr(.*ss  domestic  insurrec- 
tion, defend  itself  in  time  of  war,  or  to  assist  the  State 
in  the  discharge  of  iiny  portion  of  its  present  indebt- 
edness." 

These  three  sei-tions  are  i>art  of  the  constitutional 
amendments  adopted  by  a  vote  of  the  people  in  1857. 
They  speak  for  themselves,  and  in  no  doubtful  lan- 
guage. The  fourth  section  requires  the  Legislature 
to  create  a  sinkiug  fund,  to  consist,  among  other  things, 
•'of  the  net  annual  income  of  the  public  works,  from 
time  to  time  owned  by  the  State,  or  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  the  same;"  and  declares  further,  that,  '"un- 
less in  case  of  war,  invasion  or  insurrection,  no  part  of 
tite  tiinliing  fund  ihall  be  used  or  applied  otherwise 
than  in  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt."  How  is  it 
liossible  to  reeoncite  these  plain  declarations  of  the 
Constitution  with  th>>  provisions  of  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration? These  nine  and  a  half  millions  of  bonds 
are  the  proceeds  of  ihe  sales  of  the  public  works;  and 
they  are  in  the  siuldng  fund,  created  by  the  act  of 
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A|nil  ^2,  1858,  ID  .'iiiupliance  with  this  same  Bectlon 
of  the  fimda mental  law.  The  CoDKtitution  declares 
UB  plainly  as  language  cud  bo  direct,  that  "bo  part  of 
the  said  sioking  fund  shall  be  used  or  applied  other- 
wise than  in  exting^iishnient  of  the  public  debt."  The 
bill  proposes  to  apply  the  whole  of  the  nine  and  one- 
half  millions  to  the  construction  of  sundry  enumerated 
railroads. 

Thp  fifth  section  declares  that  "the  ci-edit  of  tht 
Comnion wealth  shall  not  in  any  manner  or  event  be 
pledged  or  loaned  to  any  individual,  company,  corpor- 
ation or  association."  This  bill  proposes,  not  tech- 
nically a  loan  or  ;>ledge  of  credit,  but  more,  it  pro- 
poses to  pay  for  the  construction  of  the  railroads  for 
these  corporations.  How  can  this  be  done  consistently 
with  the  conatitutional  prohibition?  Does  not  the 
greater  include  the  less?  In  principle,  or  substance, 
how  does  the  thing  authorized  differ  from  the  thing 
prohibited,  except  perhaps  in  degree?  True,  the  one 
prohibits  the  loan  <n-  pledge  of  credit,  and  the  other 
appropriates  the  money  to  pay  for  the  work,  but  the 
actual  result  is  the  same,  viz:  The  taking  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  of  [he  public  works  out  of  the  sinking 
fund,  and  appropriating  them  to  the  construction  of 
railroads. 

The  sixth  section  declares  that  "The  Commonwealth 
phall  not  assume  the  debt,  or  any  part  thereof,  of  any 
county,  city,  borough  or  township,  or  of  any  corpora- 
tion or  association." 

Technically  the  hill  under  consideration  may  not 
authorize  the  assumption  of  the  debts  of  these  railroad 
companies,  but  it  does  more.  It  actually  proridee  for 
their  payment,  and  takes  from  the  State  Treasury  the 
necessary  means  with  which  to  do  it.  These  are  all 
clear  violations  of  the  very  plain  provisions  of  our  writ- 
ten Constitution.  An  effort  is  made  to  escape  from 
these  concluBions,  under  the  ruling  of  the  Supreme 
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Court,  (n  the  case  of  Gratz  vs.  the  PennaylvaDia  rail- 
road company  (5  Wright,  447),  which  seemB  to  asauine 
that  these  honds  in  the  sinking  fund  are  not  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  works.  But  the  court 
in  that  case  juBtifies  its  opinion  oo  the  ground  that  the 
Act,  there  in  question,  authorized  the  Sinking  Fund 
ComnuSi»ioiiers  to  <.'xchange  depreciated  securities  for 
tho8<.>  of  more  value.  Here  the  attempt  is  to  authorize 
the  exchange  of  securities  confessedly  good,  for  others 
of  most  <|uestiouable  value.  This  I  regard  as  a  most 
imiwrtant  distinction,  and  one  on  which  the  legislatioo 
of  last  session  may  also  l>e  justified.  Moi-eover,  I  con- 
sider the  assumption  that  the  bonds  now  in  the  sink- 
ing fund  are  not  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  public 
works  as  wholly  untenable,  unwarranted  and  untrue. 
The  purchase  money  was  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
the  public  works,  at*  understood  at  the  time  and  ever 
since.  Not  only  the  flO0,OO0,  riniuired  by  the  law  pro- 
viding for  the  sale,  lo  be  paid  down  at  the  time  of  the 
bid,  but  the  whole  e^'ven  and  one-half  millions,  which 
the  same  law  designates  as  "the  whole  amount  of  sales 
to  he  paid  in  the  bonds  of  the  company,"  And  if  any- 
thing can  make  this  more  plain  it  is  the  fact  that  the 
same  men,  at  the  same  session  of  the  Legislature, 
passed  these  conetirutional  amendments  of  1857,  and 
also  the  act  for  the  sale  of  the  wain  line;  and  they 
naturally  used  the  ^iinie  wordM  and  expressions  to  ex- 
press the  same  ideas.  The  words  of  the  Constitution 
have  already  been  quoted;  and  the  twelfth  section  of 
the  act  for  the  sale  of  the  main  line,  approved  16  May, 
1857,  declares: 

"That  the  entire  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  said  main 
line  shall  be  paid  to  the  sinking  fund,  and  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  State  debt."  Surely  it  can  not  be 
necessary  to  argue  this  iiueetion  further.  It  is  very 
(tear  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  intended 
"hat  the  whole  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  works 
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tthould  go  into  tlie  linking  fuad,  and  should  be  appro- 
priated to  no  other  purpose  than  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt;  and  the  practice  of  the  government,  ever 
since  1857,  in  all  it^  departments,  has  conformed  to 
these  cODstitutionul  requirements.  No  manipulation 
of  woi'ds,  no  artfully  drawn  phraees,  and  no  subtle  dis- 
tinctioDS  or  contracted  or  misapplied  rules  of  interpret- 
ation, can  explain  away  these  plain  coastitutioDal  re- 
strictions on  the  power  of  the  Legislature,  or  enable 
it,  in  defiance  of  them,  to  bankrupt  the  Treasury  of  the 
t^tate  through  means  prohibited  by  the  fundamental 
law  of  the  land. 

Having  thus  demonstrated  the  unconstitutionality 
of  the  proposed  law,  1  might  well  be  spared  the  discus- 
sion of  its  expediency. 

It  is  possible,  however,  that  different  views  may  be 
entertalnM  as  to  the  legal  question  involved.  I  have 
therefore  deemed  it  proper  to  submit  the  following 
propositions  as  conclusively  establishing  the  inexpe- 
diency of  the  scheme: 

First. — By  the  terms  of  the  act  the  State  is  to  ex- 
change six  millions  ($f),000,000)  of  bonds  secured  by  a 
mortgage  upon  a  road  worth  many  times  that  amonot, 
for  six  millions  ($6,000,000)  of  bonds  to  be  issued  by 
a  company  as  yet  jnorganized  and  whose  road  is  not 
yet  commenced. 

Second, — The  contract  of  guaranty  required  by  the 
bill  is  illusory,  for  il  is  uncertain  who  is  to  execute  it, 
and  if  entered  into  by  responsible  parties,  it  binds  them 
to  nothing  except  the  construction  and  equipment  of 
the  contemplated  road.  The  manner  in  which  the  road 
is  to  be  constructed  and  equipped  is  wholly  unprovided 
fur.  Upon  this  vital  point  the  bill  is  entirely  and  omi- 
nously silent. 

Third.— The  interest  upon  the  six  millions  (f6,000,- 
00(1)  bonds  to  be  surrendered  is  payable,  according  to 
a  recent  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 


1 1 12  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

states,  in  gold.  Tlie  interest  on  the  bon<Iti  to  be  n»- 
ceived  would  lie  payable  in  currency. 

Fourth, — The  State  is  now  receiving  upoD  the  bonds 
to  be  surrendered  four  hundred  and  sixty  thousaDd  dol- 
lar»  (♦460,000)  per  annum;  and  under  existing  laws  is 
entitled  to  rect^ive  that  umonnt  annually  until  the 
whole  be  paid.  If  lEie  eoutract  of  guaranty  mentiODed 
in  tlie  bill  were  performed  to  the  letter,  the  State 
could  only  receive  three  hundred  thousand  dollars 
($:tO0,OOO)  per  annum  for  the  next  three  years.  The 
loHs,  therefore,  to  the  revenue  by  this  exchange  would 
be  oiie  hundriHl  and  sixty  thousand  dollars  (|160,000) 
annually  for  the  first  three  years,  and  thereafter  the 
whole  amount  would  be  lost  unless  paid  by  the  project- 
ed road. 

Fifth. — Other  bonds,  to  the  amount  of  three  millions 
and  a  half  dollars,  (|3,500,000),  most  amply  secured,  are 
\o  be  exchanged  for  eecond  mortgage  bonds  on  a  pros- 
pective railroad.  The  first  mortgage  being  already  au- 
thorized for  sixteen  thousand  dollars  (|14>,000)  per  mile, 
at  seven  per  cent,  interest. 

Sixth. — It  may  well  be  doubted  whether  the  proposed 
road  from  Jersey  Shore  would  be  a  success.  Almost 
every  new  road  through  such  undeveloped  regions  has 
experienced  a  period  of  insolvency.  The  connection 
of  the  State  with  similar  enterprises  presents  a  sad 
history  of  disiipppointmeiit  and  failure,  of  which  the 
Philadelphia  and  Eric  road  is  a  conspicuous  illustra- 
tion. The  competing  roads  already  in  existence  ren- 
der the  proposed  t;eciirity  entirely  hazardous  if  not 
worthless. 

Seventh. — '\r  aln-ady  stated  in  my  last  annual  mee- 
sage,  a  large  amount  of  the  debt  of  the  Oommonwenltb 
will  shortly  fall  due.  During  the  next  three  yeai-s  over 
nine  millions  of  dnlhus  (Jft.OOO.OOO)  will  mature.  Should 
the  securities  now  in  the  sinking  fnnd  he  ex- 
changed for  unavailable  bonds  the  State  conld  not  meet 


John  White  Geary.  !  1 13 

her  just  obligations;  this  n-uiild  iPad  to  renewals,  and 
tbese  would  in  time  impair  our  credit.  The  people 
have  declai-wi  and  have  the  right  to  exjK'ct  that  the 
debt  shall  be  paid  iirf,  as  provided  in  the  (.'onfltitntion, 
and  their  taxes  reduced. 

Eighth. — This  bill  propoees  to  remit  the  State  to  the 
pursuit  of  a  policy  of  pnblic  improvements  by  which, 
In  years  past,  she  identified  hei'self  with  enterprises 
of  doubtful  expediency,  and  which  her  citizens  have 
with  great  unanimity  condemned. 

Ninth. — On  what  sound  principle  of  public  policy. 
Ciiuality  or  justice  can  all  the  securities  of  the  State 
be  distributed  to  these  four  railroads,  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  hundred  others  in  the  Coniuuinwealth  ecjually 
meritorious,  and  to  the  exclusion  also  of  all  the  other 
interests  of  the  State?  What  have  the  great  agricul- 
tural, mining,  manufacturing  and  other  interests  done 
or  omitted  to  do  that  they  should  be  denied  all  partici- 
pation in  the  public  bounty? 

Other  objections  to  this  mesaure  might  be  stated, 
but  those  already  given  are  considered  sufficient  to 
satisfy  every  impartial  mind  that  the  proposed  scheme 
is  as  gross  a  violation  of  the  Oonstitution  as  of  sound 
Iiolicy. 

It  is  therefore  mo^t  respectfully  suggested  that  the 
bill  be  re-< considered  in  ttie  light  of  these  objections, 
which  may  not  have  been  fully  presented  during  the 
few  days  occupied  in  the  discussion  and  passage  of  this 
act. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 
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Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  Representatives  of 
Pennsylvania  in  the   United   States    Congress. — 
1870. 
Pennsjlvauia,  bs. 

THE    NAME    AND    BY 

the  authority  of  the  Com- 

moawealth  of  PennByWa- 

JOHN  W.  GEARY,  Gov- 

ernor    of    the    &aid    Common- 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

iVhtTf^aa,  in  and  by  Ad  Act  of  the 

Ucnoral   Asuombly   of   this  Common- 

f^y  wealth  approved  the  second  day  of 

i.jVvV::^^^ja!f  l^l'^'''-^'  *^'  ^'  **"*^  thousand  eight  hun- 
nJtaroH^^^dred  and  thirty-nine,  entitled  "An  Act 
i-eluling  to  the  elections  of  this  Com- 
moiiwealth,"  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the 
Governor,  on  the  receipt  of  tlie  returns  of  the  election 
of  Members  of  the  Houae  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 
to  declare  by  procbimation  the  name  of  the  persons 
returned  as  elected  In  the  respective  districts; 

And  Whereas,  the  returns  of  the  General  Election 
held  on  Tuesday  the  eleventh  day  of  October  last  past 
in  and  for  the  eeve7a]  districts,  for  representatives  of 
the  people  of  this  State  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Congress  of  ihe  United  States  for  the  term  of 
two  years  from  and  iifter  the  fourth  day  of  March  next, 
have  been  received  iu  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the 
above  recited  act,  whereby  it  appears  that  in  the  First 
District,  composed  of  the  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  FHfth. 
Rixth  and  Eleventh  wards  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
Samuel  -l.  Randall  ha»  been  duly  elected; 
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In  the  Second  IMstriot,  comi)OBed  of  the  First,  Sev- 
enth, Eighth,  Ninth,  Tenth  and  Twenty-eixth  wards 
of  the  city  of  rUiladvlphia,  John  V.  Creely  has  l>een 
duly  elected; 

In  the  Third  IMstrict,  composed  of  the  Twelfth,  Thir- 
teenth. Sixteenth,  Sevonteenth,  Eighteenth  and  Nine- 
teenth wards  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  Ijeonard  My- 
ers has  been  duly  elected; 

In  the  Fonrth  District,  composed  of  the  I-'ourteeoth, 
Fifteenth,  Twentiodi,  Twenty-first,  Twenty-fourth, 
Twenty-seventh  and  Twenty-eighth  wards  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  William  O.  Kelly  has  been  duly  elected; 

In  the  Fifth  District,  composed  of  the  Twenty-sec- 
ond, Twenty-third  and  Twenty-fifth  wards  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  and  the  county  of  Bucks,  Alfred  C.  Har- 
nier  has  been  duly  elected; 

In  the  Bixtb  District,  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Lehigh  and  Montgomery,  Ephraim  L.  Acker  has  been 
duly  elected; 

Id  the  Seventh  District,  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Chester  and  Delaware,  Washington  Townsend  has  been 
daly  elected;  , 

In  the  Eighth  District,  composed  of  the  county  of 
Berks,  I.  Lawrence  Getz  has  been  duly  elected; 

In  the  Ninth  District,  composed  of  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  Oliver  I.  Dickey  has  been  duly  elected; 

In  the  Tenth  district,  composed  of  the  countiee  of 
Lebanon  and  Schuylkill,  John  W.  Killinger  has  been 
duly  elected; 

In  the  Eleventh  District,  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Northampton,  Carbon,  Monroe,  Pike  and  Wayne,  John 
B.  Storms  has  been  dnlj  elected; 

In  the  Twelfth  District,  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Luzerne  and  Susquehanna,  L.  D.  Shoemaker  has  been 
duly  elected; 

In  the  Thirteenth  District,  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Bradford,  Wyoming,  Sullivan,  Columbia  and  Mon- 
tour, Ulysses  Mercup  has  been  duly  elected; 
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In  the  Fourteeotli  District,  coiD^xwed  of  tbe  couutiea 
of  Northhumberlami,  X'nioii,  Snydtr,  Juuiata  and  Dau- 
phin, John  B,  Packi!!-  has  bet-n  duly  elet-ted; 

In  the  Fifteenth  District,  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Cnmberland,  York  and  I'eir.r.  K.  I.  Haldeman  has 
been  duly  elected; 

In  the  Sixteenth  District,  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Adam«,  Franklin,  Fulton.  Uedford  and  F^omerset, 
Benjamin  F.  Myers  has  been  duly  elected; 

In  the  Seventeenth  District,  coniiMwed  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Cambria,  Blair,  Huntingdon  and  Mifflin,  B.  Mil- 
ton Speer  has  been  duly  elected; 

In  the  Eighteenth  District,  coniijosetl  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Centre,  Clinton,  Lycoming,  Tioga  and  Potter, 
Henry  Sherwood  has  been  duly  elected; 

In  the  Nineteenth  District,  composed  of  the  couu- 
ties  of  Erie,  Warren,  McKean.  Forest,  Elk,  Cameron, 
Jefferson  and  ClearHcld,  Glenni  W,  Scofield  has  been 
duly  elected; 

In  the  IVentieth  District,  oomposed  of  the  counties 
of  Crawford,  Venango,  Mercer  and  Clarion.  Samuel 
Griffith  has  been  duty  elected ; 

In  Ihe  Twenty-first  District,  compoeed  of  the  conn- 
ties  of  Indiana,  Westmoreland  and  Fayette,  Henry  D. 
Foster  has  been  duly  elected; 

In  the  Twenty-second  District,  composed  of  that  part 
of  Allegheny  connfy  south  of  the  Ohio  and  Allegheny 
rivers,  and  including  Nevil  Island,  Jnuies  S.  Xegley 
has  been  duly  elected; 

In  the  Twenty-third  Distrifct,  composed  of  that  part 
of  Allegheny  county  north  of  the  Ohio  and  Allegheny 
rivers,  and  Butler  and  Armstrong  counties,  Ebenezer 
UcJnakin  hae  been  duly  elected; 

In  the  Twenty-fourth  District,  composed  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Lawrence,  Beaver,  Washington  and  Greene, 
William  McClelland  has  been  duly  elected; 

Now  Therefore,  I.  JOHN  W.  GEARY,  Governor  as 
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aforesaid,  bave  ies-ied  this  my  Proclamation,  hereby 
publishing  and  declaring  that  Samuel  J.  Randall,  Joim 
V.  Creelj,  Leonard  Myers,  ^'^illiam  D.  Kelly,  Alfred 
C.  Harmer,  Ephraim  L.  Acker,  Washington  Townsend, 
1.  Lawrence  Getz,  Oliyer  1.  Dickey,  John  W.  Killinger, 
John  B.  Storm,  L.  D.  Shoemaker,  Ulysses  Mercur,  John 
B.  Packer,  B.  J.  Haldeman,  Benjamin  F,  Myers,  R.  Mil- 
ton Speer,  Henry  Sherwood,  Glenni  \V.  Scofleld,  Sam- 
uel (JriflBth.  Henry  D.  Foster,  James  g,  Negley,  Eben- 
ezer  McJunkin  and  William  McClelland  have  been  re- 
turned as  duly  elecLod  in  the  several  districts  before 
mentioned,  as  representatives  of  the  people  of  this 
State  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  CongresB 
of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  two  years  to  com- 
mence from  and  after  the  fourth  day  of  March  next. 

(iiven  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg  this  twenty-sixth  day  of  October, 
in  the  year  of  our  Loi-d  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy,  and  <it  the  Commonwealth  the  ninety- 
llfth. 

JNO.  W.  GEABY. 

By  the  Governor. 

F.  Jordan, 
Secretary  of  the  (^ommonweaJtb. 
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Proclamation  of  a  Day  of  Thanksgiving. — 1870. 
Pennsylvania,  88. 

IX    THE   NAME    AND     BY 
the  authority  of  the  Com- 
moDwealth  of  Peonsjlva- 
nia.     JOHN  W.  GEARY,  Giov- 
eruor   of   the    said    Common- 

THANKSOIVING  PROCLAMATION. 

a  continnunce  of  an  honored  State 
and  National  custom,  and  in  devout 
V  itcknonlodgmcnt  of  humaQ  dependence 
^  ij^l  upon  Almiyhty  favor,  I  do  hereby  ap- 
"Mj  iK)int  Thursday,  the  twenty-fourth  day 
of  November  next,  as  a  day  of  ^neral 
Thanksgiving  and  Praise,  being  the 
same  day  and  for  the  same  ends  and  uses  set  forth  by 
Ilia  Excellency,  the  J'resident  of  the  United  States,  ia 
his  Proclamation  of  the  twenty-first  iuBtant. 

Pennsylvania,  un»urpaRsed  in  blessings,  should  not 
be  surpassed  hy  any  in  aeknuwledging  her  gratitade 
to  God.  Ijft  us  then  as  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth 
abritain,  as  far  as  possible,  from  our  usual  avocatione 
on  that  day,  and  assemble  at  our  respc'Ttive  places  of 
worshijf,  and  let  us  there,  and  in  the  festivities  of  our 
assembled  families  at  our  cherished  homes,  rejoice  in 
the  goodness  of  God,  and  render  thanks  to  Him,  for 
Ills  loving  kindness  and  His  abundant  mercy  toward 
us.  l^et  our  thanksgiving  and  praise  find  expresBlon 
in  dedicating  the  day  to  deeds  of  benevolence  and  char- 
ity, and  in  minietering  to.  and  alleviating  the  wants 
of  the  poor,  the  needy  and  the  suffering;  so  that  all 
may  "rejoice  and  oe  exceeding  glad."  "To  do  good 
and  lo  distribute,  forget  not.  for  with  such  sacrifices 
God  is  well  pleased." 
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Let  us  invoke  Divine  favor  upon  our  beloved  State 
and  Nation,  and  pi*a,y  that  all  who  are  called  to  admin- 
ister their  governments  may  be  actuated  by  the  "spirit 
of  wisdom  and  uudei-standing,  the  spirit  of  counsel  and 
might,  the  spirit  of  knowledge  and  the  fear  of  the 
Lord," 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Uarrisburg  this  tweuty-eightli  day  of  Octo- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventy,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  nioetj- 
gfth. 

JNO.  W.  GEABY. 

By  the  Governor, 

F.  Jordan, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Proclamation  of  the  Cancellation  of  One  Million  Six 
Hundred  and  Two  Thousand  Three  Hundred  and 
Twenty  One  Dollars  of  the  Principal  Debt  of  the 
Commonwealth  through  the  Sinking  Fund. 

Peonaylvania,  ss. 

IN   THE   NAME   AND    BY 
the  authority  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Penneyiva- 
lia.    JOHN  W.  GEARY,  Gov- 
Tuor  of   the    said   Common- 
wealth. 


U'lifci-t-as,  By  tlie  third  section  of  th<? 
Alt  (if  Hie  General  AsBemblj  of  thin 
u 111 lunu wealth,  approved  tbe  twenty- 
^1^1  oeeund  day  of  April,  Anno  Domini  ooe 
vM/  ihoussnd  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight,  entitled  "An  Act  to  establish  a 
SinkiLg  Fund  for  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt,"  aud  by  the  supplement  thoreto,  approved 
tbe  tenth  day  of  April,  Anno  Domini  one  tbou»aud 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight,  it  is  made  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth.  Auditor  General 
and  State  Treasun-r,  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  created  by  said  tlrst  recited  Act  of  the  General 
A«8embly,  to  report  ouuimlly  and  certify  to  the  Gov- 
ernor the  amount  received  under  the  said  act.  tbe 
nmuuiit  of  interest  paid  and  the  amount  of  the  debt  of 
the  ('ommnnwealth  redeemed  and  held  by  them;  where- 
I  nipOD  tbe  Uorern<H'  fhall  direct  the  certificates  repre- 
senting llie  same  to  "tic  ruuccjjed.  nnil  on  pnch  canrolla 


I" 


iMiicul  aiul  liiia 
of  said  debt; 
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Five  per  cent,  loon  redeemed, fl,365,906  31 

Six  per  cent,  loan  redeemed, 246,400  00 

Relief  notes  cancelled, 15  00 


11,602,321  31 


Now  Thei-efope,  as  i-eqnired  by  the  third  section  of 
the  Act  of  the  General  AHsembly  Arst  above  men- 
tioned, I,  JOHN  W.  GEAEY,  Governor  as  aforesaid, 
do  hereby  issue  this,  my  Proclamation,  declaring  the 
payment,  canrellutiun.  extinguishment  and  final  dis- 
cbarge of  One  million  six  hundred  and  two  thousand 
three  hundred  and  twenty-one  dollars  and  thirty-one 
cents  of  the  principal  debt  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Given  under  my  Hand  «nd  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Uarrisburg  this  tenth  day  of  December,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sev- 
enty, and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  ninety-fifth. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 

By  the  Governor. 

F.  Jordan, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly. — 1871. 
Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  4,  1871. 
Gentlemen: 

AN  ALL-WISE  PROVIDENCE  HAS  PERMITTED 
you  to  assemble  under  circumstanceB  demand- 
ing profound  gratitude  to  the  Great  lawgiver  of 
the  Universe.  Our  acknowledgments  are  first  due  to 
Him  whose  hand  has  not  grown  weary  in  showering 
blessings  in  profusion  upon  the  people  in  every  de- 
partment of  industry-,  and  crowning  their  toil  with  rich- 
est rewards. 

71— Vol.  Vm— 4th  Ser. 
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The  circumstances  under  which  you  commcDce  the 
duties  of  the  present  session  are,  indeed,  auspicious; 
and  at  no  former  period  in  our  history  has  there  been 
greater  cause  for  felicitation  upon  the  inestimable 
blessings  we  enjoy,  and  the  happy  and  prosperous  con- 
dition of  our  great  and  growing  Commonwealth. 

The  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  is  alwaye  a 
matter  of  deep  interest  to  the  people,  and  perhaps  never 
more  so  than  now,  when  an  unusual  amount  of  neces- 
sary general  legislation  will  occupy  your  attention, 
and  questions  of  the  highest  importance  are  to  be  dis- 
cussed and  determined  upon.  I  sincerely  trust  your 
industry  and  faithfulness  in  the  pc^rformance  of  the  im- 
portant work  before  you  will  win  you  the  proud  title  of 
**the  working  Legislature." 

Amid  such  circumstances  our  attention  should  be 
directed  to  a  careful  review  of  all  the  most  important 
and  essential  interests  of  the  State;  and  in  the  exer- 
cise of  that  discretion  which  the  Constitution  has  con- 
fided to  the  Executive,  I  proceed  to  communicate  such 
information,  and  to  recommend  to  your  consideration 
such  measures  as  are  deemed  necessary  and  exi)edient. 

As  first  in  order  ;»nd  most  important,  I  will  present 
a  carefully  prepared  and  precise  statement  of  the  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  Commonwealth. 


I  ■ 


ii 


. 


I  j: 


FINANCES. 

It  affords  me  pleasurt^  to  congratulate  the  people 
upon  the  satisfactory  condition  of  the  Treasury.  Ev- 
ery demand  upon  it  for  ordinary  and  other  expenses 
has  been  promptly  i)aid,  and  the  public  debt  materially 
reduced,  which  has  inspired  such  public  confidence  in 
the  securities  of  the  Commonwealth  as  to  cause  them 
to  command  the  Liighest  premiums  in  the  market. 
The  operations  of  this  department  will  be  presented 
to  you  more  fully  and  in  detail  in  the  reports  of  the 
Auditor  General,  State  Treasurer,  and  Commissioners 
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of  the  SJDking  Fund.  The  following  statement  exhib- 
its the  receipts  and  diabursements  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  November  :I0,  1870: 


Balance   in    Treasury,    November   yo, 

1809, 11,400,863  49 

Ordinary    receipts    daring    the    fiscal 

year  ending  November  30, 1870, 6,336,603  24 

Total   in   Tpfasury   during  year 
ending  Nov.  30,  1870, 17,737,466  73 


Ordinary    expenses    paid 

during  the  year  ending 

November  30,  1870,  . .  .|2,866,832  09 

Loans,  &c.,  redeemed 1,702,879  05 

Interest  on  loans,   1,864,811  77 

6,434,522  91 

Balance  in   Treasury,  November 
30, 1870, 11,302,942  82 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 
The  public  debt  due  on  November  30, 

1869,  was, 132,814,540  95 

Deduct  amount  redeemed 

by  Sinking  Fund  Com- 

missioBers    daring    the 

fiscal  year  ending  No- 
vember 30,  1870, f  1,602,321  31 

Amount      redeemed      by 

Treasurer  during  same 

time, 100,537  74 

Total, 1,702,879  05 
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Total  public  debt,  November  30, 

187«, $31,111,661  90 


The  following  statement  ehowB  the  nature  of  the  in- 
debtedneBS  of  the  Commonwealth,  November  30,  1870: 

Funded  debt,  viz: 
Amount  of  overdue  loans,    |7U7,D50  33 
Amount  of  overdue  loans 

payable  in  1871,  interest 

6  i>er  cent, 2,7(ia,25«  00 

Amount  of  overdue  loans 

payable  in  1872,  interest 

6  per  cent., 4,731,300  00 

Amouut  of  overdue  loans 

payable  in  1872,  interest 

5  per  cent., 02,850  00 

Amount  of  overdue  loans 

payable  in  1877,  intereet 

6  per  cent., 7.8»0,550  00 

Amount  of  overdue  loans 

payable  in  1877,  interest 

5  per  cent, 3,577,700  00 

Amount  of  overdue  loans 
payable  in  1878,  interest 

5  per  cent., 305,000  00 

Amount  of  overdu*?  loans 

payable  in  1879,  interest 

6  per  cent 4«0.»00  00 

Amount  of  overdue  loans 

payable  in  1882,  ioterest 

5  per  cent., 1,138,950  00 

Amount  of  overdue  loans 

payable  in  1882,  interest 

4i  per  cent, 112,000  00 

Amount  of  overdue  lo<ins 
payable  in  1882,  ioterest 

6  per  cent, !),273,(»50  00 

f30,997,7OO  S3 
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Unfunded  debt,  viz: 

Relief  notes  iu  circulation     f'.l(),38L*  00 

Interest    certificates    out- 
standing,          13,086  52 

Interest     certificate's     un- 
claimed,    4,448  38 

Domestic  creditore'  certifi- 
cates,     44  C7 

113,961  57 

Total  public  debt,  Nov.  30,  1870, 
as  above  stated, 131,111,661  STt 


REDUCTION  OF  THE  PUBUC  DEBT. 

Ou  the.  fifteenth  day  of  January,  1867,  the  total  in- 
debtedness of  the  Htate  was  thirty-seven  million  seven 
hundred  and  four  thousuud  four  hundred  and  nine  dol- 
lars and  seventy-seven  cents.  Since  then,  and  up  to  No- 
vember 30, 1870,  the  sum  of  six  miUlon  five  hundred  and 
ninety-two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-seven 
dollars  and  eighty-seven  cents  has  been  paid.  Hie  re- 
duction during  the  year  ending  November  30,  1870,  is 
one  million  seven  hundred  and  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  dollars  and  five  cents. 

The  average  reduction  {>er  annum,  for  the  last  four 
years,  is  one  miUion  six  hundred  and  forty-eight  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  prior  to  the  first  of  July, 
1871!,  nearly  eight  million  dollars  of  the  public  debt 
will  be  due,  and  iu  order  that  the  Commonwealth  may 
continue  to  meet  all  its  obligations  promptly  at  ma- 
turity, I  recommend  that  such  provision  be  made  by 
the  Legislature,  aa  will  authorize  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  sell  all  the  assets  that  may 
be  in  their  possession,  and  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  debt;    or,  at  the  option  of  the 
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holders,  to  exchange  them  for  the  outstauditig  bonds 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  indebtednesB  of  the  State  might  be  paid  in  the 
following  manner:  As  already'  shown,  it  was,  on  No- 
vember 30,  1870,  about  thirty-one  million  dollars,  from 
which  amount,  if  the  said  assets,  |9,o00,000,  be  de- 
ducted, there  would  lemaiu  unpaid  f21,5OO,0O0.  After 
which,  estimating  (he  revenues  and  expenditures  to 
continue  as  at  present,  the  entire  liabilitiee  of  the 
State  could  be  liquidated  in  about  eight  years. 

If  this  mode  of  paying  the  State  debt  should  be  re- 
garded as  unnecessarily  rapid  and  oppresmre,  then  a 
movement  to  revise  and  modify  taxation  may  meet 
with  much  more  general  favor.  Our  debt  is  now  held 
firmly  by  those  to  whom  it  is  a  great  benefit  to  have 
so  secure  an  investment.  A  certain  reduptJon  of  one 
million  dollars  per  annum  on  it  would,  perhaps,  be 
more  satisfactory  to  them  and  to  the  people,  than  to 
strive  to  pay  it  off  so  hastily.  In  an  endeavor  to  force 
things  under  the  present  mode  of  taxation,  -there  ia 
great  danger  of  driving  capital  away  from  our  manu- 
facturing centres.  The  landholder  has  been  exempted 
from  taxes  on  his  land  for  State  purposes,  and  the 
burden  shifted  upon  the  active,  energetic  and  enter- 
prising portions  of  the  community,  who  have  always 
had  their  full  share  to  hear.  The  farmer  is  at  ease, 
and  runs  no  risk;  whilst  the  business  man,  merchant 
and  manufacturer  are  the  motive  power  of  the  com- 
munity, upon  which  the  farmer  himself  must,  in  a  great 
measure,  depend  for  a  realization  of  his  industry.  A 
more  liberal  policy  towards  those  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile, manufacturing,  railroad  and  mining  parsuits 
should  be  adopted.  Unless  these  interests  are  fos- 
tered and  kept  in  full  operation,  all  classes  of  the  peo- 
ple will  BufTei-.  They  are  the  very  life-blood  of  the 
State,  and  should  not,  in  any  way,  be  chilled  or  im- 
peded, by  over-burdening  them  with  taxation  for  the 
immediate  payment  of  the  enth%  State  liabilities. 
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The  foregoing  recommendationB,  in  my  opinion,  em- 
brace the  true  polti^y  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  if 
adopted,  will,  doubtless,  receive  a  hearty  response  and 
endorsemeut  from  the  people.  The  tax-payera  de- 
mand that  ail  their  social,  industrial,  commercial  and 
floanoial  operations  bhall  be  relieved  from  the  burdens 
of  any  more  taxation  than  may  be  necessary  for  the 
gradual  payment  of  the  debt,  as  is  last  above  indicated, 
and  to  defray  the  frugal  expenses  of  the  administra 
tion  of  the  government.  Economy  and  reform  should 
no  longer  be  advo(t'ited  as  glittering  generalities,  or 
mere  abstractions,  without  meaning  or  intent,  but  as 
vital,  living  realities. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  CONVENTION. 

Four  years'  expeiience  as  an  executive  officer  has 
given  me  abundant  opportunity  for  careful  observa- 
tion upon  the  workings  of  our  fundamental  law,  and 
the  legislation  of  the  State.  This  experience  has 
strongly  impressed  me  that  there  should  be  a  tborougb 
revision  of  the  State  Constitution,  with  sucb  amend- 
ments as  the  wisdom  of  a  convention  assembled  for 
that  purpose  would  undoubtedly  suggest,  and  an  en- 
lightened public  sentiment  demand. 

The  authority  for  holding  such  convention  is  found 
in  the  second  section  of  the  ninth  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  ia  declared  in  these  words:  "That  all 
power  is  inhereut  in  the  people,  and  all  free  govern- 
ments are  founded  on  their  authority,  and  instituted 
for  their  peace,  safety,  and  happiness.  For  the  ad- 
vancement of  these  ends,  they  have,  at  all  times,  an 
unalienable  and  indefeasible  right  to  alter,  reform,  or 
abolish  their  government,  in  sucb  manner  as  tiiey 
may  thinb  proper.*' 

The  last  convention  for  this  purpose  was  held  in 
1838.  During  the  thirty-two  years  which  have  since 
elapsed,  sundry  ajnendmcnts  have  been  made  by  joint 
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reeolutiouB  of  tbe  ticneral  Aasenibly,  and  in  compli- 
ance with  thv  tentb  article  of  tlie  Constitution,  were 
approved  and  ratified  by  a  majority  of  the  qualified 
voters  of  the  State.  The  most  important  were  those  of 
1850,  making  the  judges  of  the  courts  elective;  of  1857, 
creating  a  Kinking  Fund,  regulating  the  public  debt 
and  legislative  districls;  and  of  1864,  conferring  the 
right  of  suffrage  upon  those  engaged  in  the  military 
service  of  the  f^tate  or  Nation,  aud  imposing  sundry 
restraints  on  the  power  of  the  I^egiHlature.  These 
amendments,  though  important  and  valuable,  give  an 
incongruous  and  sort  of  patch-work  character  to  the 
Constitution,  and  are  not  consonant  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  times. 

This  is  a  progressive  ]>eriod,  and  our  State  has  out- 
grown its  fundamental  law.  That  law  should,  there- 
fore, be  made  to  keep  pace  with  the  age  in  which  we 
live.  The  existing  Constitution,  iuchidlng  the  amend- 
ments of  1857  and  1861.  impose  many  wholesome  re- 
strictions on  the  power  and  jurisdiction  of  the  Legisla- 
ture; but  experience  has  demonstrated  their  inade- 
quacy to  protect  the  people  against  the  evils  intended 
to  be  remedied,  an;l  especially  those  of  corporate 
power,  and  of  special  and  local  legislation.  The  pam- 
phlet laws  for  the  lust  four  years  show  that  the  gen- 
eral laws  for  each  session  made  only  about  one  hun- 
dred pages,  whilst  the  local  and  special  legislation  for 
the  same  period  amount  annually  to  about  thirteen 
hundred  and  fifty.  The  resulting  evils  are  manifold 
and  aggravated;  and  prominent  among  the  reasons 
and  suggestions  why  a  remedy  should  be  applied,  I  re- 
sepectfully  submit  the  following: 

First. — Different  nystems  of  laws  for  roads,  bridges, 
schools,  elections,  poor-houaes  and  many  other  things, 
are  enacted  for  the  several  counties,  townships  and 
boroughs,  on  subjects  which  ought  to  be  regnlated 
by  general  laws,  op.^rating  uniformly  upon  all. 
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Second. — It  is  imiiossible  for  the  citizens,  judgeB  of 
tlie  courts,  or  memhers  of  the  legal  professiOD,  to  ac- 
quire or  retain  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  varying 
systems  of  laws  in  their  respective  districts;  and  fre- 
quently on  removal  from  one  county  to  another,  oor 
people  find  themselves  under  almost  entirely  different 
codes. 

Third. — Practically,  the  whole  theory  of  our  Consti- 
tution and  government  is  subverted  and  destroyed  by 
the  present  system  of  local  enactments.  Representa- 
tive government  is  based  on  the  idea  that  the  laws 
shall  be  framed  by,  and  be  the  result  of,  the  collective 
wisdom  of  the  people's  representativee.  But  what  are 
the  actual  facts?  The  minds  and  efforts  of  the  mem- 
bers are  so  wholly  absorbed  by  private  and  local  bills 
that  it  is  almost  imposBible  to  get  a  general  or  public 
act  considered  or  passed.  The  special  and  local  bills 
are  usually  drawn  by  the  member  representing  the 
locality,  or  by  some  one  from  the  district  interested  in 
the  proposed  law.  By  what  is  called  courtesy,  it  is 
considered  a  breach  of  etiquette  for  any  member  of  the 
Senate  or  House  to  interfere  with  or  oppose  a  merely 
private  or  local  bill  of  any  other  member.  The  result  . 
is,  the  bills  are  passed  as  originally  prepared,  without 
examination  or  comparison  of  views — often  crude  and 
ill-digested,  and  without  regard  to  constitutional  re- 
ipiirements,  or  sound  public  policy.  Some  of  the  worst 
of  these  hasty  and  t).idly  considered  enactments  are  ar- 
rested every  year  by  Executive  interposition;  but  in 
the  nature  of  the  case,  the  veto  at  best  can  only  be 
made  a  partial  restraint  upon  the  evil;  and  nothing 
I'an  eradicate  it  short  of  constitutional  prohibition. 

Fourth. — Special  legislation  is  the  great  and  impure 
fountain  of  corruption,  private  speculations  and  pub- 
lic wrongs.  It  has  become  a  reproach  to  republican 
government  and  is  one  of  the  most  alarming  evils  of 
the  times.    Judicious  amendments  to  the  Constitntion 
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would  arrest  and  destroy  the  growing  evil;  and  it  is 
the  duty  of  every  patriotic  citizen  to  cooperate  in  all 
lawful  measures  to  effect  ao  desirable  a  consummation. 
In  the  enactment  of  laws  a  radical  change  is  demajid- 
ed.  Every  hill  presented  for  adoption  should  be  read, 
at  least  once  in  full, .  Ed  the  yeas  and  nays  be  recorded 
on  its  final  passage. 

Fifth. — It  is  important  that  the  State  ConstitutioD 
should  be  made  to  conform  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  (States  as  recently  amended. 

^ixtb. — The  subJL'ct  of  minority  lepresentatiou  is 
now  much  agitated,  and  is  receiving  a  large  share  of 
consideration  among  thoughtful  and  considerate  men. 
It  embraces  problems  of  great  political  importance, 
and  its  manifest  justice  commends  it  to  public  favor. 
Whilst  some  of  the  objects  it  proposes  might  be  ob- 
tained by  legislative  enactments,  the  general  principles 
involved  are  so  elementary  and  radical,  they  should 
if  adopted,  be  incorporated  into  the  fundajoental  law. 

Seventh. — The  members  of  the  General  Assembly 
should  he  increased  in  number. 

Eighth. — There  should  be  a  fundamental  limitation 
.  to  thf!  powers  of  corporations. 

Ninth. — There  is  iibsolute  necessity  for  greater  se- 
curity for  the  public  funds  and  for  their  proper  distri- 
bution. 

Tenth. — The  State  Treasurer,  Superintendeot  of 
Common  Schools,  and  a  Lieutenant  Governor,  the  lat- 
ter to  preside  over  the  Senate,  and  perform  the  dnties 
of  Governor,  in  case  of  his  absence,  sickneas  or  death, 
should  be  elected  iiy  the  people.  The  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, Secretary  of  State,  and  the  Adjutant  General 
should,  for  obvious  itasona,  continue  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Governor. 

Eleventh. — The  day  for  holding  the  annual  elections 
could,  with  great  propriety,  be  changed  from  the  sec- 
ond Taeaday  in  October  to  the  same  day  in  Noranber 
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OD  which  nearly  ail  the  snrronnding  States  now  bold 
theirs.  This  would  dispcDse  with  one  election  ev«7 
fourth  year,  and  prevent  iovasiOD  from  other  States 
for  the  purpose  of  interfering  with  our  elections,  as 
the  citizens  of  each  Btate  would  be  occupied  with  their 
own.  The  season,  too,  would  be  more  satisfactory  to 
the  people  of  the  bgricultura)  districts,  as  it  would 
not  interfere  with  the  harvesting  of  their  com  and 
other  summer  productions. 

The  necessity-  for  constitutional  reform  is  appre- 
ciated and  admitted  by  all  who  have  reflected  upon  the 
subject,  and  without  dlsticctiou  of  party,  the  press 
has  been  out -spoken,  »nd  has  almost  unanimously  sanc- 
tioned the  calling,  at  ao  early  day,  of  a  constitutional 
convention. 

For  these  reasons,  and  many  others  equally  import- 
ant which  might  be  enumerated,  I  earnestly  recom- 
mend that  the  Legislature  make  provision  for  a  con- 
vention to  thoroughly  revise  and  amend  the  Constitn- 
tion  of  the  Btate. 

REVISION  OP  THE  CIVIL  CODE. 

The  commissioners  to  revise  the  statutes  have  com- 
pleted their  work.  The  entire  laws  of  the  Common- 
wealth, including  those  of  British  origin,  except  such 
as  relate  to  crime,  jave  been  revised,  collated  and  sys- 
tematically arranged  in  a  volume  of  less  than  three 
hundred  pages,  or  about  one-third  the  size  of  Furdon's 
Digest.  Our  laws  are  the  accretions  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy  years.  Many  of  them  are  incongruoos 
and  disjointed  enactments,  which  have  been  increanng, 
from  time  to  time,  by  fragmentary  legislation,  without 
any  attempt  at  system,  logical  arrangement,  or  con- 
ciseness of  language.  From  the  examination  I  have 
been  able  to  give  the  revision,  I  am  satisfied  that  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duty,  the  commissioners  have 
exercised  great  diligence,  ability  and  a  conscIentiouB 
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deeire  for  itB  succe-isful  acvompliahmeat.  It  cannot 
be  presumed  that  a  work  of  Biicb  magnitude  ia  perfect 
in  ever;  particular;  and  bow  far  it  may  aoewer  the 
purpose  for  whicli  it  was  undei-taken,  remains  to  be  de- 
termined. That  it  ia  an  improvement  upon  what  it 
13  intended  to  supply  there  is  no  room  for  doubt.  It 
adheres  in  the  main  to  the  text  of  existing  laws,  with 
occasional  changes  to  meet  present  demands,  but 
which  were  not  needed  when  they  were  first  enacted, 
and  also  additional  provisions  which  the  prog;pesa  of 
the  age  requires.  The  work,  as  iM-eseuted,  might  prop- 
erly be  adopted,  without  material  changes,  making  it 
the  basis  for  such  ;imendments  as  time  and  necessity 
may  suggest,  or  as  may  be  recommended  by  the  joint 
committee  to  whicli  it  was  referred  for  examination 
by  the  Legislature  of  last  year.  It  will  be  seen  that 
some  of  its  provisions  have  been  framed  with  a  view 
to  throw  much  of  our  siiecial  legislation  into  the 
courts,  where  it  may  be  disposed  of  with  lees  incon- 
venience to  interested  parties,  and  a  great  saving  in 
our  Annual  expenditares. 

WRITS  OF  ERROR  IN  CRIMINAL  CASES. 

At  the  last  session  of  tlie  l>egislature  an  act  waa 
passed,  entitled  "An  Act  to  allow  writs  of  error  in 
cases  of  murder  and  voluntary  manslaughter."  The 
first  section  provide'^  that  a  writ  of  error  "shall  be  of 
right,  and  may  be  sued  out  upon  the  oath  of  the  defend- 
ant or  defendants,  as  in  civil  cases." 

The  second  section  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  all  such  cases,  to  review  both 
the  law  and  the  evidence. 

Before  this  enactment  the  law  required  the  defend- 
ant to  allege  that  dome  error  had  been  committed  by 
the  court  on  the  triiil,  and  to  show  cause,  within  thirty 
days,  why  the  writ  of  error  should  be  granted;  but 
this  law  gives  a  writ,  whether  any  error  is  alleged  or 
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not.  and  allows  tbe  dcfendaot  aeven  years  in  which  to 
issue  it,  according  to  the  practice  in  civil  cases.  Here- 
tofore the  Executive  did  not  ordinarily  issue  the  war- 
rant for  execution  of  any  criminal  until  the  expiration 
of  the  thirty  days  within  which  he  wa^  permitted  to 
apply  for  his  writ  of  error.  That  limitatioD  of  thirty 
days  being  now  virtaally  repealed,  and  seven  years  sub- 
stituted therefor,  is  it  expected  the  warrants  shall  be 
withheld  for  the  seven  years?  If  not,  when  may  it 
properly  issue?  And  if  issued  at  any  time  within  the 
seven  years,  may  not  the  criminal  supersede  it  at  any 
time  he  pleases  by  his  writ  of  error?  And  may  it  not 
be  reasonably  expected  that  this  will  be  the  practical 
result  in  every  such  case?  This  would  seem  like  tri- 
fling with  very  serious  matters;  and  1  respectfully  sub- 
mit whether  the  act  of  last  suBsiou  Bbould  not  be  re- 
pealed, or  very  materially  modified,  without  delay. 
In  my  message  of  lOth  February,  1870,  returning  tbe 
bill  with  my  objectijns,  I  gave  sundry  reasons  why  it 
should  not  be  approved,  and  the  views  therein  ex- 
pressed remain  unchanged;  and  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  State,  in  the  recent  Bhoeppe  case,  express  their 
opinion  of  this  enactmont,  as  follows: 

"It  is  not  improper  before  closing  to  say  a  few  words 
in  reference  to  the  act  of  1870,  to  draw  attention  to 
some  of  its  defects,  and  to  the  radical  change  in  onr 
crimiual  jurisprudence  it  will  produce.  It  was  passed 
for  this  case,  but  owing  to  the  Governor's  veto  it  came 
too  late.  It  is  another  evidf^nce  that  laws  which  are 
the  offspring  of  feeling  are  seldom  wisely  framed.  It 
commands  this  court  to  review  the  evidence,  and  to 
determine  whether  the  ingredients  to  constitute  mur- 
der in  the  first  degiee  were  proved  to  exist;  and  yet 
in  forgetfulnesB  of  the  former  law,  it  provides  no  means 
to  take,  preserve  and  bring  up  the  evidence.  This,  the 
first  attempt  to  act  under  it,  proves  its  inefficiency,  the 
judge  below  returniug  to  our  certiorari  that  he  was  not 
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able  to  make  the  return  of  tbe  evidence.  He  is  not 
bound  by  law  to  take  the  testimony  or  to  certify  to  It. 
A  bill  of  exceptions  brings  np  only  so  much  of  the  evi- 
dence as  may  be  re<iuired  to  explain  the  p(»nt  of  law 
contained  in  the  bill. 

"The  effect  of  thislawBeems  not  to  have  excited  atten- 
tion. It  haa  changed  the  whole  doctrine  of  the  crim- 
inal law  as  to  the  -speed  and  certainty  of  puni^ment, 
and  left  to  the  felon  both  the  hope  and  a  door  of  es- 
cape, not  only  from  the  law's  delay,  hut  by  prison 
breach,  and  all  the  various  means  of  avoiding  retri- 
butive justice.  At  Ihis  moment,  two  cases  occur  to 
my  memory  of  convictions  of  murder  in  Allegheny 
county,  delayed  by  dilatory  motions,  where  the  j»-i8on 
doors  opened  by  unknown  means,  and  the  prisoners  es- 
caped forever.  Any  murderer  may,  under  thia  law — 
though  like  Probst  lie  may  have  murdered  a  whole 
family — take  out  his  writ  of  error,  without  limitation 
of  time  or  condition, whether  in  prison  under  sentence, 
or  stepping  upon  tbe  trap  of  the  gallows,  with  cause, 
or  without  it,  and  suspend  his  case  until  the  next  term 
of  tbe  Supreme  Court.  No  one  could  condemn  him. 
if  the  death  warrant  not  preventing,  he  should  waii 
till  the  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  be  passed,  and  thei 
take  out  his  writ  of  error  to  delay  the  execution  of  hit 
sentence  for  a  whole  year.  That  only  security  to  the 
public,  the  examination  of  the  case  and  allowance  of 
the  writ  for  cause,  is  repealed." 

APPORTIONMENT. 
The  important  duty  devolves  upon  you  to  apportion, 
in  accordance  with  the  last  census,  the  representation 
to  the  General  Asesmbly  and  to  Congress.  This  will 
be  among  the  most  laborious  and  difficult  works  of  tbe 
session.  In  ita  performance,  it  is  presumed  and  trust- 
ed that  you  will  be  guided  and  governed  by  a  strict 
sense  of  justir<»  and  impartiality  to  all  parties  and  to 
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every  district  in  tbe  State,  bo  that  no  well-founded  rea- 
son be  given  for  complaint  or  censure. 

Under  the  laws  of  the  State  it  is  made  the  duty  of 
the  county  commissioners  of  the  respective  counties 
to  make  returns  to  tlie  Governor  of  the  septennial 
enumeration  of  taxables  on  or  before  the  first  Tuesday 
of  December.  Kot  one-fourth  of  these  returns  have 
yet  been  receivedalthough  tlie  attention  of  the  commis- 
siouere  was  invited  to  the  subject  by  special  circular 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth.  As  soon 
as  the  returns  come  to  hand,  the  necessary  abstracts 
will  be  made  out  and  forwarded  to  the  Tjegislatnre. 

COMMON  SCHOOLS. 

The  report  of  the  t^iiperiutendent  of  Common  Schools 
shows  that  there  are  now  within  the  State,  2,002  school 
districts;  14,212  schools;  2,^92  graded  schools;  13,100 
directors;  79  county  i'lid  other  superintendents;  17,612 
teachers,  and  828,891  pupils.  This  ia  an  increase  over 
the  preceding  year  nf  31  districts;  276  schools;  447 
graded  schools;  200  direi'tors;  3  superintendents;  470 
teachers,  and  13,138  pupils. 

The  cost  of  tuition  for  the  past  year,  was  $3,745,- 
475.81;  building,  purchasing  and  renting  school 
houses,  12,765,644.31;  contingencies,  $1,165,226.05;* 
other  expenditures,  $95,475;  making  a  total  of  $7,771,- 
761.20.  Estimated  value  of  school  property,  $15,837,- 
183.  Average  salary  of  male  teachers,  $40.65  per 
month;  length  of  cchool  term.  6.06  months;  and  the 
cost  per  month  of  each  pupil,  98  cents. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  live  normal  schools  are 
recognized  by  the  State.  These  are  intended  specially 
to  instruct  in  the  art  of  teaching,  and  to  furnish  suit- 
able teachers  for  the  common  schools.  The  many 
highly  qualified  instructors  that  have  graduated  there- 
in, afford  a  sufficient  assurance  of  their  success  and  • 
usefulness.     They  have  aided  materially  in  the  rapid 
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advaDcemeot  of  our  general  aud  widely  approved  edu- 
cational system.  Bince  their  recognition,  12,390  sta- 
deuts  have  been  received  into  them;  and  2,675  are  now 
enrolled.  Tliere  are  66  professors  and  tutors.  The 
libraries  contain  8,135  volnmes.  The  buildings  and 
grounds  arc  valued  ut  f364,667;  and  the  furniture  and 
apparatus  at  f75,0OQ.  Besides  the  schools  that  receive 
legislative  support,  there  are  in  the  State  601  private 
schools,  seminaries  and  academies,  employiug  848 
teachers  aud  haviug  24,815  students.  The  estimated 
value  of  their  property  is  |600,000,  and  the  annual 
amount  received  for  tuition  |380,000.  There  are  also 
thirteen  colleges,  with  157  professors  and  tutors,  aud 
2,805  students  enrolled.  They  own  much  valuable 
property,  and  their  libraries  number  95,000  volumes. 

These  statistics  wilt,  doublless,  prove  iutereating 
to  all  who  peruse  them,  and  those  relating  to  the  com- 
mon schools  merit  tbt  especial  attention  of  the  Legis- 
lature. The  prosperity  and  happiness  of  all  communi- 
ties dcpeud,  more  than  anything  else,  upon  their  gen- 
eral intelligence.  Idleness,  immorality,  crime  and  pov- 
erty abound  most  where  ignorance  prevails.  The 
grealcst  wealtb  a  people  can  possess,  and  the  highest 
political  freedom  and  power  they  can  attain,  are  based 
.  upon  and  derived  from  a  sound  and  generous  edncatlon. 
Freedom  from  the  many  evils  that  disturb  the  peace 
of  society;  social  harmony;  t^uod  and  healthful  gov- 
ernment; and  all  the  multiform  blessings  that  con- 
spire to  produce  human  happiness,  are  its  legitimate 
fruits.  Money  judiciously  exjwnded  by  any  commu- 
nity for  the  mental  training  of  its  youth,  cannot  be 
lost;  it  will  not  fail  to  return  in  due  time,  bearing  a 
liberal  interest.  The  admirable  workings  of  our  Penn- 
sylvania school  system  are  everywhere  admitted,  and 
its  great  success  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  generosity  of 
the  Legislatnre  by  which  it  hns  been  so  kindly  and  so 
beneflcentiy  nurtured,  and  it  is  sincerely  to  be  trusted 
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that  it  will  never  weary  in  thia  praieewoi-tby  work, 
whicli  haa  thus  far  been  bo  well  accomplished  and  ffo 
abundantly  rewarded. 

SOLDIERS'   ORPHANS'   SCHOOLS. 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  report 
of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Soldiers'  Orphans' 
Schools  for  the  year  terminating  May  31. 187W. 

Since  the  first  organization  of  these  schools  the 
whole  number  of  children  admitted  is  5,053,  And  dur- 
ing the  same  period,  the  discharges,  including  deaths, 
amount  to  l,u24,  leaving  3,529  in  the  schools  at  the 
close  of  the  year;  of  whom  2,137  are  in  "graded,"  and 
793  in  "primary  schools,''  and  599  in  "Homes." 

During  the  year  lurminating  May  31,  1871,  493  of 
these  will  be  dischart^ed  on  age;  in  1872,  177;  in  '73, 
599;  in  '74,  64(J;  in  '75,  64fi;  in  '76,  602;  in  '77,  584; 
in  '78,  410;  in  '79,  291;  and  in  '80,  the  remainder,  171, 
From  this  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  all  the  chil- 
dren now  in  the  schools,  on  reaching  the  age  of  sixteen, 
will  be  discharged  in  ten  years  on  age  alone.  The  re- 
inforcements to  the  schools  will  hereafter  consist  only 
of  children  born  prior  to  January  1, 1866;  consequently 
all  who  may  hereafter  be  admitted  must  come  in  dur- 
ing the  next  ten  yeara,  and  they  will  he  more  than-ab- 
sorbed  by  the  discharges  on  order.  The  number  dis- 
charged this  year,  on  age,  is  400,  and  on  order,  230,  and 
lo  have  died,  making  in  all,  645.  Should  the  rapidity 
of  the  discharges  on  order  continue  in  anything  like 
the  ratio  of  the  present  year,  it  will  not  require  more 
than  five  yeare  to  I'xhauat  the  greater  portion  of  the 
schools,  and  the  children  remaining  in  them  will  from 
time  to  time  have  lo  be  concentrated  in  a  few  of  the 
schools  which  shall  be  deemed  the  best,  to  close  up  the 
concern. 

The  expenditures  of  the  system  for  the  school  year 
ending  May  31, 1870,  are  as  follows,  viz; 
72— Vol.  VIII— <lh  Her. 
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For  edncatioD  and  tnaintenance  of  chil- 
.  dren  in  advaDced  schools, $283,900  67 

For  education  and  maintenance  of  cliil- 
dren  in  primary  acbools, 101,475  58 

For  education  and  luaintcnance  of  chil- 
dren in  home«, 65,266  42 

For  clothing,  shoes,  mending,  &c., 53,993  75 

For  partial  relief  of  13  children,  at  f30 
each, 390  00 

For  general  expenses, 9,100  00 

Total  expenses |514,126  42 

Total  appropriaiions, 494,700  00 

Balance,    |19,426  42 


The  mum  appropriated  is  for  the  amount  estimated 
by  the  Superintendent  in  his  reiiort  of  1869,  but  owing 
to  the  extreme  presf  ure  of  the  guardians  and  relattveB 
of  many  indigent  d<id  suffering  applicants,  the  Saper- 
intendent,  with  my  consent,  admitted  a  la^er  Dum- 
ber of  children  than  he  originally  estimated  for;  the 
balance,  as  above  stated,  has,  for  this  reason,  neces- 
sarily and  unavoidably  accrued. 

Under  an  act,  entitled  "An  Act  to  provide  meaoB 
for  the  establishing  a  soldiers'  orphans'  school  in  each 
State  Normal  Hchool  district  in  this  Commonwealth, 
now  destitute  tlipn>of,"  approved  April  15,  1867,  and 
a  supplement  tlien^to,  approved  March  25,  1868,  the 
Hum  of  twenty-one  thouBand  dollars  was  advanced  oot 
of  the  State  Trea<iury  as  a  loan  to  five  iustitutions. 
These  being  fully  established,  are  re-paying  this  loan 
at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  quarterly,  as  specified  in 
the  act.  Sixteen  thousand  eight  hundred  dollara  of 
this  loan  remained  unpaid  on  May  31,  1870,  and  owing 
io  the  change  of  the  form  of  settlements  Which,  by  law, 
went  into  operation  at  that  time,  it  was,  unexpectedly 
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to  tbP  Baperintendcnt,  deducted  from  the  appropriB- 
tioQ  by  the  accounting  officers,  and  conseqaeDtlj  bills 
for  education  and  maintenance  for  that  sum  and  the 
above  balance  remain  unpaid.  No  special  appropria- 
tion for  this  amount  ia  asked;  but  all  that  is  required 
is  the  passage  of  u  joint  resolution,  authorizing  ite 
payment  from  the  sum  appropriated  for  the  expensea 
of  the  current  year,  which,  in  consequence  of  a  reduc- 
tion in  prices,  I  am  informed  will  exceed  them  to  about 
the  amount  of  the  said  balance. 

The  early  passage  of  such  a  resolution  is  necessary, 
because  the  institutions  to  which  the  money  is  doe 
cannot  afford  to  wuit  long  for  it  without  serious  in- 
convenience. Provision  should  also  be  made  by  the 
Legislature  that,  as  the  said  sum  of  $16,800  is  re-paid 
in  quarterly  instalments  by  institutions  from  which  it 
ia  due,  it  shall  be  applied  to  the  reimbursement  of  the 
funds  appropriated  for  the  advances  thus  made. 

The  Superintendent  estimates  the  expenditures  for 
education,  maintenance,  clothing,  &c..  of  3.600  children 
during  the  year  terminating  May  31,  1872,  at  |500,000. 
After  a  careful  examiMition,  I  And  it  correct,  and  re- 
spectfully request  an  appropriation  for  that  amount. 
This  estimate  will,  it  is  believed,  enable  the  Superin- 
tendent to  admit  all  proper  applicants.  It  is  $20,000 
less  than  the  appropriation  for  the  current  year,  and 
it  is  confidently  anticipated  that  hereafter  each  suc- 
ceeding estimate  for  annual  expenses  will  he  much 
more  largely  decreased. 

I  have  personally  visited,  inspected  and  examined 
quite  a  number  of  these  schools  since  the  adjournment 
of  the  last  Legislature;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  pro- 
nounce them  superior,  in  all  respects,  to  any  ofber  in- 
stitutions of  a  similar  character  in  the  country.  The 
supervision  of  the  Superintendent  and  the  male  and 
female  inspectors  !ms  been  exceedingly  faithful  and 
eifeotive;  and  those  having  the  schools  in  charge,  with 
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but  few  exceptions,  liave  displayed  a  devotion  to  tfaeir 
duties,  and  to  the  iaterests  of  the  children,  as  unexcep- 
tionable as  if  dictated  by  the  purest  parental  affec- 
tion. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  these  children  is  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  features  of  the  schools.  Daring 
the  five  years  they  have  been  in  operation,  oat  of 
5,)»5a  children,  only  seventy-one  have  died,  which  is 
but  a  little  over  one  iiud  four-tenths  per  cent,  of  the 
entire  number  for  the  whole  time,  ot  less  than  tbree- 
teiiths  of  one  per  cent,  per  annum.  These  facts  are 
inconlestible  evidences  of  the  care  and  attention  that 
have.beeu  bestowed  u|ion  these  institutions. 

The  establishment  of  these  schools,  and  the  liberal 
eucouragemeut  and  support  they  have  received,  have 
met  the  approval  and  admiration  not  only  of  the  other 
States  of  the  Union,  but  of  the  eutire  civilized  world. 
Philanthropists  and  statesmen  from  foreign  nations 
are  constantly  making  inquiries  concerning  the  laws 
governing  mid  directing  the  operations  of  our  sol- 
diers' orphans'  schools,  their  management  and  the 
results,  and  give  freipient  assurances  of  nmjualifled 
commendation. 

Tile  foregoing  exhibit  ia,  1  trust,  sufficiently  satis- 
factory to  prompt  a  continuance  of  the  generous 
patronage  already  extended  to  an  institution  unsur- 
passed by  any  other  of  the  kind  iu  usefulness.  Its 
benefits  extend  beyond  the  mere  shelter,  clothing, 
feeding  and  education  of  the  sons  and  daughters  of 
our  heroic  dead,  lu  generations  far  remote  its  in- 
fluences will  stimulate  to  deeds  of  patriotic  ardor  and 
heroism.  Hereafter  the  defenders  of  our  country  will 
not  falter  when  they  reflect  that  should  they  fall,  they 
have  in  the  Commonwealth  a  parental  protector  of 
their  beloved  ones,  who  otherwise  would  be  left  deso- 
late and  neglected.  The  State  has  abundant  cause 
to  rejoice  in  what  it  has  done  for  its  soldiers'  orphatw. 
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and  to  be  proud  of  these  schools,  wliicb  uow  cousti 
tnte  the  brightest  jewels  that  adoru  its  crowD  and 
glory. 

AGRICULTURAL  COLLEGE. 

This  iustitiition  appears  lo  be  gradually  uccomplisli- 
iug  the  objects  for  which  it  has  been  liberally  endowed 
by  the  State.  It  has  about  sixty  students  who  are 
instructed,  not  only  in  the  ordinary  branches  of  litera- 
lure  tind  science,  but  in  all  the  field  operations  neces- 
sary fur  a  thorough  agricultural  educniiou. 

The  Experimental  Farms,  established  under  the  su- 
pervision of  the  ollicers,  have  thus  far  answered  their 
expectations.  The  experiments  therein  are  carefully 
recorded;  evei-y  incident  of  cultivation,  the  nature  of 
the  seed  coiuuiitted  to  the  soil,  its  inception,  growth, 
progress  and  results,  together  with  the  conducing 
causes,  being  accurately  noted.  The  publication  of 
these  observations,  made  in  dilTereut  parts  of  the 
State,  various  climates  and  soil,  under  the  guidance 
of  skilled  agriculturists,  will  impart  valuable  lessons 
for  the  benefit  of  the  practical  farmer,  and,  doubtless, 
be  the  means  of  establishing  a  "Science  of  Agricul- 
ture," having  its  foundation  in  the  wisdom  of  experi- 
ence. The  report  of  the  trustees  furnishes  a  full 
description  of  the  educational  and  financial  condition 
of  the  college,  together  with  the  progress  and  results 
of  the  Experimental  Farms  during  the  year  just  ended. 
MIUTART. 

Your  attention  is  invited  to  the  accompanying  re- 
port of  the  Adjutant  (ieneral,  for  the  details  of  the 
transactions  of  his  department  during  the  past  year. 
The  necessity  of  a  military  power  in  tlie  State,  sub- 
ordinate and  auxiliary  to  the  civil  authorities,  has 
been  so  fully  discussed,  and  so  generally  admitted,  as 
to  render  any  argument  on  the  subject  entirely  su|>er- 
(liiouR.     It  is  admitted,  on  all  hands,  that  a  thoroughly 
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organized  and  well  disciplined  military  force  coutrib- 
utes  essentially  to  the  maintenance  of  the  peace  and 
good  order  of  soiiety,  and  to  the  security  of  the  per- 
sons and  property  of  citizens.  It  has  been  my  desire 
and  aim  to  constitute  such  a  force,  to  aid  the  civil 
authorities,  should  au  emergency  arise,  in  the  sup- 
pression of  public  tumult  or  disorder.  This  has  been 
effected  more  successfnlly  than  was  at  first  antici- 
pated. In  186(1,  there  were  but  eight  volunteer  com- 
panies in  the  State;  at  the  close  of  186U,  tliere  were 
one  hundred  and  eighty-four;  to  which  number  one 
hundred  and  fifty-eight  companies  were  added  last 
year.  In  the  meantime,  thirty  have  been  disbanded, 
leaving  three  hundred  and  eleven  organized  and  active 
military  companies  now  recognized  by  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature, as  the  •■National  Guard  of  Pennsylvania." 

From  the  company  organizations  fourteen  regiments 
and  five  hiinalious  have  been  formed.  Whilst  I  am 
not  disposed  to  encourage  regimental  organizations 
of  cavalry  or  artillery,  they  being  unnecessarily  large 
and  expensive,  I  regard  separate  or  independent 
troops  and  batteries  of  these  branches  of  the  service, 
attached  to  brigades  or  divisions,  as  highly  important. 

The  quota  of  arms  due  Pennsylvania  has  been  drawn 
from  the  General  Goveriunent.  This  amounted  to 
forty-flve  hundred  breech-loading  ritle-muskets  and  ac- 
coutrements, with  a  proportionate  supply  of  the  proper 
ammunition.  These  have  been  distributed,  as  pro- 
vided by  the  fifty-seventh  section  of  act  of  May  14, 
1864,  in  such  manner  as  in  my  judgment  "will  most 
effectually  subserve  the  military  interests  and  neces- 
sities of  the  Commonwealth." 

As  heretofore  stated,  all  the  State  military  depart- 
ments created  during  the  war  have  been  merged  into 
that  of  the  Adjutant  General.  That  department  is 
now  the  depository  of  all  our  military  records,  the 
hnportance  and  value  of  which  are  constantly  indl- 
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cated  hy  the  daily  applicatioos  of  officialu  of  the  Gen- 
eral and  different  State  governments,  of  attorneys  and 
agents,  of  soldiers  themselves,  or  their  representatives, 
for  certificates  and  exemplifications.  The  Adjutant 
General  is  also  the  responsible  custodian  of  all  the 
militarj  property  belonging  to  the  Commonwealtli. 
I,  therefore,  recommend  that  his  deportment  receive 
the  favorable  conaideration  of  the  Legislature,  and 
the  continuation  of  such  appropriations  as  may  be 
required  for  its  efficient  administration. 

MIUTARY  HISTORY. 
The  Legislature,  in  1S64,  passed  an  act  authorizing 
the  Governor  "to  appoint  some  competent  person  to 
prepare  a  military  history  of  Pennsylvania  volunteers 
and  militia,"  who  had  been  or  might  thei-eafter  be  in 
the  field  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion.  In  con- 
formity therewith,  my  predecessor  appointed  Samuel 
r.  Betes,  Esq.,  to  perform  this  difficuit  and  responsi- 
ble undertaking.  He  commenced  the  tusk  with  zeal 
and  industry,  and  has  prosecuted  it  with  ability.  The 
work  has  proved  to  be  far  more  extensive,  and  re- 
quired a  much  greater  amount  of  labor  and  research 
than  was  at  first  contemplated.  Four  large  royal  oc- 
tavo volumes,  handsomely  printed  and  substantially 
bound,  have  been  produced,  and  the  fifth,  and  last 
volume,  will  be  completed  before  the  first  of  June 
next.  The  book,  itself,  affords  the  best  commentary 
or  criticism  of  the  manner  in  which  the  author  has 
discharged  his  duties.  It  puts  in  concise  form  and 
perpetuates  the  most  important  portion  of  our  history, 
which  otherwise  would  have  been  forever  lost.  Here- 
after it  will  'be  invaluable  to  the  Commonwealth. 

RIGHTS  OP  FRENCH  CITIZENS. 
By  the  seventh  article  of  a  Consular  Convention  be- 
tween France  and  the  United  States,  signed  Feb- 
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ruary  23,  1853,  it  was  stipulated  tliat  the  citizens  of 
the  respective  couutries  should  mutually  have  the 
same  rights  to  hold  real  and  personal  estate,  and  to 
enjoy  and  transmit  the  same.  My  attention  has  been 
invited  to  this  suhject  by  a  letter  from  Hon.  Hamilton 
Fish,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  dated 
May  9, 1870,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  commanication  from 
the  Minister  of  France  to  the  United  States,  resident 
at  Washington.  That  letter,  accompanied  by  said 
seventh  article,  and  a  copy  of  my  reply  tliereto. 
(marked  A  and  B.)  are  herewith  submitted  to  the  Leg- 
islature for  information,  and  with  the  recommenda- 
tion that  the  subject  be  carefully  considered,  and 
such  action  taken  thereon  as  will  make  the  statutes  of 
the  State  conform  to  our  obligations  under  the  pro- 
visiouB  of  said  convention. 

NATIONAL  CEHETTERIES. 

On  the  first  of  July,  1S70,  an  act  of  Congress  was 
passed  araendatorj-  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  Act  to 
establish  and  protect  National  cemeteries,"  approved 
February  22,  1S(J7.  The  object  of  these  laws  is  to 
])lace  under  the  National  Government  the  management 
and  preservation  of  these  cemeteries,  and  to  secure 
the  consent  of  the  several  States  in  which  they  are 
located.  This  consent  has  already  been  given  as  to 
the  cemetery  at  Gettysburg,  by  the  act  approved  April 
14th,  1868;  and  the  National  authorities  now  ask  for 
the  same  action  by  the  State  as  to  the  cemeteries  at 
Glenwood,  Lebanon,  Mount  Moriah,  Odd  Fellows'  and 
Woodland,  in  Philadelphia;  and  also  those  at  Har- 
risburg,  Pittsburg  and  York. 

Copies  of  a  communication  on  this  subject,  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  of  the  act  of  July  1.  1870, 
(marked  C  and  D.)  are  herewith  transmitted,  with  the 
recommendation  that  the  consent  of  the  State  be 
given,  in  compliance  with  the  laws  of  the  United 
States. 
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The  objeotiouB  heretofore  existing  to  the  payment 
of  the  apprnpriatioii  far  the  use  of  the  Antietam  cem- 
etery having  been  removed,  the  sum  appropriated  has 
been  paid  over  to  the  treasurer. 

IMMIGRATION. 

In  accordance  with  a  re^jueat  to  that  etTect,  I  sub- 
mit, for  your  cousideration,  a  copy  of  the  proceedingn 
of  the  Natiooal  Immigration  Convention,  (marked 
"E,")  which  was  called  by  the  Governore  of  the  West- 
ern States,  and  was  largely  attended,  at  Indianapolis, 
Indiana,  on  the  2.3d  of  November,  last.  The  main  ob- 
ject of  the  convention,  it  appears,  was  the  adoption 
of  such  resolutions  as  might  induce  the  different  States 
of  the  Union  to  importune  Congress  to  enact  such  laws 
as  would  afford  immigrants,  while  in  transitu  from 
other  lands,  and  upon  their  arrival  in  this  country, 
protection  against  the  abuses  to  which  they  are  now 
notoriously  subjected.  As  the  encouragement  of  im- 
migration, of  a  useful  character,  has  always  been  the 
approved  policy  of  our  government,  the  object  as  pre- 
sented, is  regarded  as  deserving  of  your  attention. 

THE  MILTORD  AND  MATAMORAS  RAILROAD. 

About  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture an  act  was  passed  and  approved,  entitled  ''A  sup- 
plemcut  to  the  Milford  and  Matnmoras  Railroad  Com- 
pany."  The  fourth  section  of  this  enactment  seems 
to  have  been  intended  to  take  from  the  State,  and 
give  to  the  company,  the  ten  thousand  dollars  bonus, 
paid  into  the  State  Treasury  annually  by  the  New 
Vork  and  Erie  railroad  company,  under  the  fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  26th  March,  1846.  Soon  after  the 
adjournment,  my  attention  was  directed  to  the  subject, 
and  to  guard  against  loss  I  caused  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral to  give  notice  to  the  New  York  and  Erie  railroad 
oompany  that  the  State  would  look  to  that  corporation 
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for  the  payment  of  the  annual  bonua,  as  heretofore 
DotwittMtanding  the  passage  lOf  the  aupplement  re 
ferred  to.  I  regard  the  matter  as  having  been  enactec 
and  approved,  through  inadvertence,  in  the  hurrj-  ol 
a  closing  session,  and  as  hasty  and  inconsiderate  leg 
islatioD,  at  varian^-e  with  the  settled  policy  of  tb( 
State,  and  highly  prejudicial  to  the  public  iateresta 
and  I  therefore  earnestly  recommend  its  immediate 
repeal,  or  at  least  so  much  of  it  as  relates  to  the  bonas. 

TELEGRAPH  UNES  AND  RAIUIOADS. 

The  question  of  the  assumption  of  the  control  of  the 
telegraph  linea.  and  the  chartering  of  railroad  com- 
panies within  the  State  by  the  General  GoveniiQent, 
was  partially  considerd  by  the  Legislature  at  its  last 
session,  and  is  now  receiving  considerable  attention. 
Regarding  the  subject  as  one  of  vast  importance,  in- 
volving the  sovereign  power  of  the  State,  the  intn-esta 
of  corporations  that  are  enfranchised  by  it,  and  of  oai 
citizens  who  have  investments  in  stocks  and  bonds 
amounting  to  many  millions  of  dollars,  1  most  ear 
nestly  invite  your  serious  examination  and  yoiip  earl> 
action  thereon. 

GBOLOOICAL  SURVEY. 

A  reliable  geological  and  mineralogical  Burrej 
would  be  of  incalculable  value  to  the;  State.  Withoat 
it  we  have  indefinite  ideas  of  our  vast  undeveloped 
mineral  wealth,  and  the  expense  attending  it  would 
be  utterly  insigniflcant  when  compared  with  the  bene- 
ficial results.  We  are,  at  present,  without  even  a  re- 
liable map  to  indicate  the  locality,  character  and  re- 
sources of  our  mineral  regions.  And  as  good  maps 
are  the  basis  of  all  useful  research  in  every  depart- 
ment of  science  and  the  arts,  especially  in  the  prac- 
tical sciences  of  geology  and  metallurgy,  the  first  st^ 
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toward  a  geological  survey  is  to  obtain  as  correct  a 
map  as  possible,  if  not  of  the  entire  State,  at  least 
of  such  imrts  thereof  as  are  of  the  most  importance 
to  be  studied  geologically.  This  will  be  a  work  of 
labor  and  time,  and  can  only  be  accomplished  success- 
fully by  triangulating  each  county  separately,  and 
from  the  county  maps  thus  acquired,  constructing  a 
complete  and  accurate  map  of  the  whole  State.  It 
is  neither  wise  nor  just  policy  to  delay  this  work  be- 
cause it  may  be  more  perfectly  effected  at  some  future 
time.  There  is  for  it  a  present  necessity,  and  the 
time  never  will  come  when  such  a  work  can  be 
rendered  perfect.  There  can  be  no  such  thing  as  a 
linal  geological  report.  New  developments  in  mineral 
resources,  as  well  as  additional  acquirements  in  sci- 
entific knowledge,  will  constantly  be  made  as  long  as 
the  world  exists. 

The  general  voice  of  the  business  community  and 
landownership  of  the  State  demands  this  survey.  It 
is  especially  called  for  by  the  oil  regions,  newly  dis- 
covered coal  field,  and  by  the  iron,  manufacturing  and 
railroad  interests.  Large  portions  of  the  State  re- 
main, to  a  great  extent,  unstudied  by  scientific  and 
practical  men.  The  old  survey  of  1836-41  did  a  good 
work,  but  it  is  of  little  value  now,  except  in  a  few 
localities.  Since  it  was  made,  wonderful  discoveries 
have  taken  place,  and  problems  of  structure  and  de- 
posit still  remain  unsolved,  doubtless  involving  many 
millions  of  dollars  in  value.  Then,  many  of  the  back 
counties  .were  comparatively  unsettled,  and  scarcely 
any  openings  were  made  in  our  mineral  districts,  ex- 
cept in  the  anthracite  coal  basins  and  around  Pitts- 
burg. Now,  the  State  is  full  of  trial  shafts  and  pri- 
vate explorations;  extensive  forests  have  been  cleared; 
roads  penetrate  what  were  inaccessible  regions;  rail- 
wavs  traverse  whole  counties  with  instrumental  field 
work;  many  thousands  of  oil  and  salt  wells  have  been 
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bored;  valuable  mines  put  id  working  order;  tlie  popn 
latioD  lias  advanced  in  intelligence  and  grown  mon 
observant  and  enterprising,  and  tlie  skill  of  the  geolo 
gist,  metallurgist  and  surveyor  lias  reacbod  a  highei 
degree  of  perfection, 

I'osterily  Iihs  its  claims  upon  us;  aud  it  should  b< 
considered  that  whatever  is  done  for  the  present  gen 
eration  is  so  much  accomplished  for  the  generationi 
that  may  follow.  One  important  function  of  a  geo 
logical  survey  is  to  jireserve  knowledge  for  future  use 
Science  is  coniiilative,  and  its  advanees  are  slow.  H 
must  collect  many  facts  before  it  arrives  at  trae  con 
elusions.  For  waut  of  a  proper  bureau  of  statistics, 
and  a  corps  of  observation  and  publication  to  collate 
and  relate  the  fads  of  our  geology  and  mineralogy 
as  they  have  a]>peared,  the  State  has  already  suffered 
severely.  Much  valuable  information  has  been  lost, 
never  to  be  recovered ;  and  but  little  certain  knowledge 
of  past  minin):!,  and  otlier  scientific  operations,  has 
been  preserved  to  govern  and  assist  the  future  en- 
gineer. The  sooner,  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  a  geo- 
logical survey  is  authorized,  the  better  will  it  be  for 
the  prospective  interests  of  the  State,  as  well  as  for 
its  present  necessities. 

BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  CHARITIES. 

Under  the  requirements  of  an  act,  approved  April 
2i,  1869,  1  appointed  Ave  commissioners  to  constitnte 
a  Board  of  Public  Charities,  who,  at  all  times,  have 
full  power  to  look  into  and  examine  the  condition  of 
all  charitable,  reformatory  or  correctional  institations 
within  the  State;  and  at  least  once  in  every  year  visit 
all  such  as  are  receiving  State  aid,  to  examine  every- 
thing connected  with  their  management,  and  espe- 
cially to  ascertain  whether  the  funds  appropriated  to 
them  are  economically  and  judiciously  expended.  The 
reqirisite  number  of  gentleaien,  poBseBsing  the  i 
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eary  qnaliflcations,  have  generously  consented  to  serve 
on  this  Board,  vsrhich  is  now  fully  organized,  and  the 
objects  contemplated  are  being  accomplished.  Early 
during  the  session  their  first  annual  report  will  be 
presented  for  your  consideration,  which  will  give  a 
full  account  of  the  extent  and  importance  of  their 
philanthropic  transactions  in  behalf  of  the  Common 
wealth. 

BATTLE  OF  GETTYSBURG. 

I  am  informed  that  the  picture  of  the  Battle  of  Get- 
tysburg, painted  by  order  of  the  I^egislature,  has  been 
completed.  As  this  valuable  production  is  the  prop- 
erty of  the  State,  I  deem  it  important  that  you  should 
appoint  a  committee,  with  whom  I  shall  be  pleased 
to  CO  operate,  to  take  it  in  charge  and  prepare  a  place 
suitable  for  its  accommodation.  This  should  be  made 
sufficiently  capacious,  and  so  ari*auged  as  to  afford 
an  opportunity  for  the  display  of  the  flags  and  other 
relics  of  interest  to  the  citizens  of  the  State,  and  to 
the  numerous  visitors  at  the  Capitol. 

DELAWARE  BOUNDARY  LINE. 

The  Legislature,  at  its  session  of  1869,  passed  an 
act,  entitled  "An  Act  to  settle,  determine  and  locate 
the  southern  boundarv  line  of  the  Commonwealth.*' 
In  conformity  therewith  commissioners  were  appoint- 
ed to  act  "in  conjunction  with  like  commissioners  on 
the  part  of  the  State  of  Delaware."  That  State,  how- 
ever, has  failed,  thus  far,  to  make  the  necessary  ap- 
pointments, and  the  work  consequently  remains  un- 
accomplished, and  the  boundary  line  is  not  definitely 
fixed. 

Under  ordinary  circumstances  this  might  not  be 
regarded  as  important;  but  when  it  is  considered  that 
there  is  a  material  difference  in  the  penal  codes  of 
the  two  States,  and  that  the  code  of  Delaware  con- 
taftis  certain   provisions,   and   authorizes   the   inflic- 
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tlon  of  puniBhmeDts  repugnant  to  ail  the  c-itizens  of 
Pennsylvania,  Berious  evils  may  some  day  arise  out 
oF  tbe  neglect  to  determine  this  tine.  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  tell  what  might  traiiapire,  should  the  State  ol 
Delaware  seize  upon  a  citizen  and  subject  bim  to  tbe 
disgraceful  and  abhorrent  punishment  of  tbe  pillory 
and  tbe  whipping  post,  who,  upon  Bubeeijuent  investi- 
gation, was  ascertained  to  bave  his  residence  in  Penn- 
sylvania. The  injured  party  would  bave  a  right  to 
demand,  and  we  would  be  compelled  to  grant  him 
satisfaction  for  tbe  wrong  bo  suffered.  This,  and 
other  reasons,  might  be  urged  for  the  immediate  set- 
tlement of  this  question.  Pennsylvania  does  not  de- 
sire, and  cauDot  atford,  to  come  into  collision  with 
the  State  of  Delaware. 

FISHERIES, 
Tbe  Supreme  Court  has  decided  that  the  law   re- 
quiring the  owners  of  dame  in  the  Sasqaehanna  river 

to  make  tlsli-miys  in  the  sainc,  at  least  in  cases  where 
(li.-y  h;L(i  [•iin.|i;is,-(l  ili.-ir  wiiiksi  from  the  Sijiie,  is 
uiir'iiMsiiriirioiuil  ami  void.  From  this  decision  it  doi-s 
uoi  iipprar  lluu  liic  Suili'  laiiiKH  have  siicl]  wiiys  con- 
sn'Ui'UMl  at  ils  own  rxjH'iisf.  Hut  ibis  does  not  seem 
;idvis;i!ili'  uiilil  i'iiiiiurr<'ni  lc;;islation  can  be  obliiiurd 
wiib  .Maryhuid.  thai  Siatt-  holdiug  both  banks  of  ib.- 
Sus.|ueliiini'a  liver  at  iis  niouili  and  for  many  miles 
al  ove.  The  subjecl  lias  lii-i'ii  brought  to  tbe  atteniiou 
of  .Miirybtn.i,  ilie  l.i-yislamn-  of  which  State,  at  ils 
last  session,  passed  a  law  jirovidiiig  for  tbe  aiJ]ioini- 
ineul  of  ■iiiiimissioneis  of  tisln-rics,  li)  r<'|>i>rt  al  its 
iifxi  session,  wliiili  will  nor  oeeiir  nniil  next  winter. 
Tbe  tishci'ies  iiiidei'  i-onsideralioii  are  neaily.  if  not 
.|uite.  as  nnieb  (b-teiioi'alcd  by  tbe  want  of  statutory 
laws  for  (heir  pn>rei|i,,u  as  by  the  niccbani-al  ot'.- 
slrmlions  in  the  streams. 

The  Xew  Kngland  Slates  and  New  \otk  have  eon. 
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menced  the  ezperinieat  of  fish  propagatiuo  in  the  large 
Btreama  north  of  us  on  quite  an  extensive  scale.  Their 
experience  will  be  useful  to  ub  when  all  obstacles  aris- 
ing from  the  divided  State  ownership  of  the  river 
shores  shall  have  been  obviated.  New  Jersey  appoint- 
ed fish  comuiiasioQers  at  the  last  Hession  of  her  Ijegis- 
lature,  aud  the  comraiBsioner  of  Peunsylvanra  is  now 
in  treaty  with  them  in  reference  to  needed  concurrent 
legislation.  The  subject  is  receiving  careful  atten- 
tion in  both  States  by  their  delegated  agents.  It  is 
hoped  that  Delaware  will  join  with  Pennsylvania  and 
New  Jersey  in  the  reforms  needed  on  the  Delaware 


STATE    LIBRARY. 

The  accumulation  of  hooks  belonging  to  the  State, 
by  pnrchase,  exchange  and  donation,  largely  exceeds 
the  capacity  of  the  cases  now  in  the  library  for  their 
accommodation.  Many  thousands  of  volumes,  of 
greet  value,  are  necessarily  stored  away  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  render  them  inaccessible  and  consequent- 
ly UBelesB.  I,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  Legisla- 
ture authorize  the  construction  of  a  sufficient  number 
of  alcoves,  to  accord  with  the  architectural  arrange- 
ment of  the  building.  These  can  be  completed  at 
moderate  cost,  which  will  he  more  than  compensated 
for  in  the  safe  keeping  of  the  books,  and  in  their  ac- 
cessibility and  general  usefulness. 

STATISTICS. 

Permit  me  to  renew  my  recommendations  concern- 
ing the  collection  and  properly  recording  of  statistical 
information  relating  to  the  development  and  growth 
of  the  various  resource^  of  the  Commonwealth.  Buch 
records  are  an  almost  indispensable  necessity.  The 
want  of  them  is  a  source  of  constant  perplexity  and 
annoyance  to  all  the  Rtate  oflficers.  and  to  others,  in- 
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eluding  United  States  ofBciala  and  representatives  ol 
foreign  Datioii«,  who  have  buBinesB  with  the  different 
departtuentB  of  the  State  governnieDt.  These  statiS' 
tics  might  be  gathered,  at  a  moderate  expenBe,  by  ac 
iatelligent  clerk  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  th€ 
books  lit  all  times  kept  open  for  inspection  in  the  of 
flee  of  the  Hecietary  of  the  CoDimouwealtb. 

LAND  DEPARTMENT. 
The  report  of  the  Surveyor  tJeneral  furnishes  a  de- 
tailed account  of  the  I>and  Office.  During  the  past 
fiscal  year  3,o8(l  patents  were  issued,  covering  537,880 
acres,  being  more  than  one-fifty-sixth  part  of  the  area 
of  the  State.  Tlie  great  amount  of  work  in  this  de- 
partment requires  several  additional  clerks.  The  in- 
security of  the  buildings  renders  necessary  additional 
iron  cases  or  »iifes  for  the  protection  of  the  muniments 
of  title  and  other  public  documents.  The  expenses 
of  the  ottice,  including  improvements,  was  f23,4UU, 
whilst  the  receipts,  from  fees  alone,  amounted  to  (54,- 
TIC  61. 

MINES. 

Herewith  is  submilted  the  report  of  the  Inspectors 
of  Mines,  filled  with  highly  important  statistical  in- 
formation, to  which  your  careful  attention  is  invited. 

The  necesxily  for  such  inspectors  is  demonstrated 
by  the  number  of  casualties  reported,  and  the  pro- 
priety of  extending  the  provisions  of  the  act  by  which 
it  lias  been  instituted  to  alt  the  mining  districts  in 
the  State,  forcibly  exhibited. 

YELLOW  FEVER. 
This  fearful  epidemic  made  its  appearance  nt  the 
Quarantine  station  in  June  last,  spreading  terror 
through  that  neighborhood,  and  causing  serious  alarm 
in  Philadelphia.  The  disease  assumed  its  worst  tyjte. 
and  the  percentage  of  mortality  was  extremely  large. 
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It  was  brought  to  the  Lazaretto,  from  Jamaica,  by 
the  brig  "Home,"  whose  captain  died  during  the 
voyage.  The  vessel  was  detained  by  order  of  the 
liazaretto  Physician,  who,  with  the  Quarantine  Master 
and  other  valuable  attaches  of  the  station,  fell  vic- 
tims to  the  pestilence.  The  second  mate  and  pilot 
of  the  brig,  in  violation  of  orders  to  the  contrary,  and 
also  of  the  health  regulations,  went  to  the  city,  where 
they  both  died;  and  it  has  been  inferred  that  the 
deaths  which  subsequently  occurred  there  are  partly 
attributable  to  their  imprudence. 

Upon  the  death  of  the  Lazaretto  Physician  and  the 
Quarantine  Master,  I  appointed  two  physicians,  both 
of  whom  were  known  to  have  had  much  experience  in 
yellow  fever,  to  fill  the  vacancies.  They  volunteered 
their  services  at  a  time  when  it  was  difficult  to  obtain 
persons  properly  qualified.  The  results  proved  the 
propriety  of  these  appointments.  Soon  after  they  en- 
tered upon  the  performance  of  their  duties,  the  dis- 
ease was  eradicated  and  the  station  restored  to  its 
u-sually  healthy  condition. 

Some  changes  seem  necessary  for  the  proper  man- 
agement of  the  quarantine.  In  my  opinion  the  Quar- 
antine Master  should  by  law  be  required  to  be  a  med- 
ical man,  qualified  to  act  as  an  assistant  to  the  Laza- 
retto Physician,  and  to  perform  the  duties  of  that  offi- 
cer, in  case  of  his  absence,  sickness  or  death.  Had 
this  been  the  case  when  the  late  physician  died,  the 
necessity  for  calling  assistance  from  without  would 
have  been  obviated,  and  the  sickness,  suffering  and 
mortality  lessened.  The  salary  of  this  officer,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  Lazaretto  Physician,  should  be 
materially  increased,  in  order  to  retain  comi)etent 
and  responsible  men  for  these  important  positions. 
The  salaries  now  paid  were  fixed  many  years  ago,  and 
are  inadequate  compensation  for  the  risks  and  services 
required. 

73— Vol.  VIII— 4  th  Ser. 
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Grateful  ackDowledgmeuts  aiu  (iiie  to  the  members 
ol  the  Boai-d  of  Health  for  their  excelleut  Hauitarj 
pi'ocautious  and  persoual  sei'vii-es  duriDf;  the  preva- 
lence of  the  epidemic,  and  also  to  the  attaches  of  the 
Quarantine  Station  for  their  fearless  devotion  to  duty 
in  the  time  of  danger,  and  their  constant  aiid  self- 
sacrificing  attention  to  the  wants  of  the  siek  and 
dying.  Had  it  not  been  for  these  faithful  and  efficient 
aervices,  by  which  the  progress  of  the  fever  was  ar- 
rested, Philadelphia  and  other  poimlous  districtM 
might  have  suffered  a  repetition  of  the  horrors  of 
former  years  when  this  dreaded  disease  made  such 
frightful  ravages. 

IN  MBMORIAM. 

Hon.  William  F.  Packer,  ex  Governor,  died  at  Wil- 
liamsport,  on  the  27th  of  September  last.  He  was  one 
of  the  self-made  men  of  whom  the  State  has  justly 
had  cause  to  be  proud.  In  early  life  he  distinguished 
himself  as  a  journalist,  and  in  the  many  public  posi- 
tions he  subsequently  occupied  he  acquired  a  high  rep- 
utation for  his  eminent  abilities  as  a  statesmau  and 
executive  ofticer.  During  his  public  career  he  filled 
the  offices  of  Canal  Commissioner  and  Auditor  Gen- 
eral, and  was  a  member  of  each  branch  of  the  General 
Assembly,  having  served  two  tenus  as  Speaker  of  the 
House.  His  last  public  trust  was  that  of  Chief  Mag- 
istrate of  the  Commonwealth.  He  was  over  sixty- 
three  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  has 
left  behind  him  an  untarnished  fame. 

Hon.  Wni.  W.  Watt,  late  a  member  of  the  Senate, 
departed  this  life  on  the  17th  of  November  last.  He 
had  served  four  successive  years  as  a  member  of  the 
Floiise  of  Representatives,  and  was  in  the  first  year 
of  his  Senatorial  term  at  the  lime  of  his  death.  He 
vas  well  known  and  highly  respected,  unassuming  in 
his  luanuers.  kind  and  courteous  in  his  deportment. 
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and  in  the  discharge  of  his  obligationn,  Whether  of 
a  public  or  private  nature,  he  won  the  esteem  of  those 
who  knew  him. 

The  Legishiture  wilK  I  trust,  not  fail  to  take  suita- 
ble notice  of  the  demise  of  these  two  distinguished  cit- 
izens, who,  during  their  life-time,  were  so  prominent  in 
rendering  services  for  the  public  welfare. 

PARDONS. 

Accompanying  this  communication  will  be  found 
the  report  of  pardons  granted  during  the  past  year. 
Compared  with  the  increase  of  crime,  and  the  great 
number  of  prisoners  in  the  county  jails  and  State  pen- 
itentiaries, the  number  is  less  thtin  that  of  former 
years.  In  exercising  clemency  towards  persons  con- 
victed of  crime,  I  have  strictly  endeavored,  under  all 
circumstances,  to  observe  that  caution  and  discretion 
contemplated  in  the  Constitution,  and  to  impartially 
administer  that  merciful  prerogative  and  extend  its 
beneficent  protection  only  for  the  correction  of  the 
errors  of  criminal  jurisprudence,^  the  relief  of  those 
who  may  have  been  '^cruelly"  or  "excessively"  pun- 
ished, and  those  around  whom  cluster  mitigations  and 
ameliorating  circumstances. 

The  number  of  applications  for  pardon  during  the 
past  year  was  twelve  hundred  and  forty,  of  which 
sixty-two,  or  five  per  cent.,  were  granted. 

The  commutation  of  sentences  for  good  behavior 
in  prison,  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  1869,  has  ef- 
fected favorable  results  in  the  conduct  of  prisoners, 
and  their  keepers  find  it  a  great  auxiliary  in  main- 
taining a  wholesome  pi'ison  discipline.  Its  beneficial 
effect  will  doubtless  be  manifest  in  the  conduct  of 
those  who  are  released  from  prison  because  of  its 
reformatory  influences,  and  it  is  believed  that  fewer 
( onvicts  discharged  under  it  will  return  to  criminal 
1  uisuitr?  thiuj  under  the  old  system. 
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GENERAL  REMARKS. 

The  cheerful  aspect  of  natioual  affairs  is  a  subject 
for  congratulation.  A  piudeuC  aud  patriotic  admiu- 
iHh-ation  has  given  to  the  country  the  substantial  frui- 
tion of  the  victories  obtained  iu  the  late  struggle  for 
freedom  and  the  Republic,  The  dissevered  States 
have  been  restored  to  the  Union;  peace  reigus  tri- 
umphant through  all  our  dominions;  the  national 
credit  is  established  beyond  the  possibility  of  success- 
ful  assault,  aud  returning  prosperity  abounds  in  every 
8late  and  department  of  the  government. 

The  doctrine  of  free  trade,  so  beneficial  to  foreign 
interests  and  so  inimical  to  American  industry,  if 
carried  out  to  its  legitimate  results,  would  soon  cause 
American  labor  to  be  absolutely  impoverished,  reduce 
the  free  and  liappy  millions  of  toilers  to  the  degraded 
condition  of  the  down-trodden  population  of  Europe, 
aud  capital  would  no  longer  seek  enterprises  thus  ren- 
dered uuremuuerative.  I'rotection  to  our  products 
and  manufactures,  when  rightly  viewed,  is  protection 
to  labor  against  competition  from  abroad.  I^bor  in 
the  United  States  commands  higher  wages  than  in 
any  oHier  country.  Consequently  our  working  men 
are  the  more  elevated.  Labor  is  the  foundation  of 
individual  and  natioual  wealth,  and  those  nations 
that  hare  most  thoroughly  protected  it  from  foreign 
competition  have  been  most  prosperous.  During  the 
late  war  the  talismanic  influences  of  protection  on 
our  home  industries,  and  upon  the  labor  and  capital 
invested,  were  obvious  in  developing  and  raising  them 
from  their  paralyzed  condition  to  the  substantial  pros- 
perity which  has  since  pervaded  the  country.  And, 
now,  when  it  has  been  so  transcendently  demon- 
strated, that  we  are  not  only  able  to  defend  ourselves, 
but  what  is  etjually  important,  "to  depend  upon  and 
live  upon  our  own  resources;"  and  ftiien  the  advo- 
cates of  free  trade  are  endeavoring  to  persuade  us  to 
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adopt  the  absurd  theory,  that  "tariffs  hinder  the  de- 
velopment of  industry  and  the  growth  of  wealth;"  why 
should  not  the  wisdom  of  the  government  make  availa- 
ble the  teachings  of  experience,  and  at  once  legislate 
for  the  good  of  the  people?  Why  should  it  not  pro- 
tect American  labor,  maintain  its  compensation,  give 
the  producer  a  home  market,  and  develop  the  unbound- 
ed resources  of  the  country?  The  duty  on  tea,  coffee 
and  tropical  productions,  and  all  inquisitorial  and 
other  taxation  under  the  revenue  laws,  except  upon 
luxuries,  whisky  and  other  liquors,  and  tobacco,  should 
be  repealed.  Fortunately  in  Pennsylvania  there  is 
but  little,  if  any,  difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject 
of  a  reasonable  protective  policy.  You  cannot  legis- 
late upon  his  subject,  but  you  can,  and  you  should, 
instruct  your  Senators,  and  request  your  Representa- 
tives in  Congress,  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  pre- 
serve us  from  the  baneful  influences  of  free  trade,  to 
which  the  emissaries  of  Great  Britain,  are  now  with 
syren  songs,  so  anxiously  and  industriously  endeav- 
oring to  lure  us  to  destruction. 

After  a  satisfactory  adjustment  of  duties  on  for- 
eign productions,  so  as  to  prevent  the  possibility 
of  undue  competition  from  abroad,  and  a  thorough 
revision  and  modification  of  our  system  of  internal 
taxation,,  a  limit  may  safely  be  placed  to  the  annual, 
reduction  of  the  National  debt,  say  to  fifty  million 
dollars,  except  when  great  prosperity  should  make 
the  treasury  over  plethoric,  and  then  the  occasional 
unexpended  balances  might  be  used  in  the  purchase 
of  additional  bonds. 

The  introduction  of  "Chinese  Coolie,"  or  "contract 
labor,"  is  one  of  the  greatest  evils  that  can  befall  the 
toiling  millions  of  our  country.  Their  presence  is  not 
only  degrading  but  impoverishing  and,  paralyzing  to 
our  patriotic  and  intelligent  workingmen.  It  is  a  new 
species  of  slavery,  equal  in  all  its  injurious  tendencies 
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to  thai,  tht  uxtiuguisiiiueiit  uf  wliicb  cost  the  nation 
Htii'li  immeaeo  treasures,  and  bo  many  thousands  of 
valuable  lives.  It  bUciuM  not  he  tolerated  for  a  sin- 
gle moineiLt.  as  its  results  will  virtually  he  to  dehasp 
Hud  force  our  workingmen  into  unnatural  rivalry  with 
the  dregs  of  the  Chinese  population.  Restnctive  laws 
agalnet  the  importation  of  this  kind  of  labor,  such  as 
would  stay  its  further  progress,  should  be  enacted 
without  any  unnecessary  delay. 

The  t-luiniB  against  Great  Britain  for  depredations 
upon  the  commerte  of  our  citizens,  by  the  piratical 
Mleamship  Alahamu  and  other  vessels,  and  the  dis- 
puted rights  of  our  fisheimen  in  the  eastern  waters, 
are  yet  unsettled  The  importance  of  these  issues 
have  caused  niui  h  bitterness  of  feelLug,  and,  to  a  con- 
siderable degree,  involve  the  peace  and  honor  of  the 
country.  The  alleged  cruel  treatment,  hy  England, 
of  American  citiiiens  charged  with  complicity  in  some 
of  the  Fenian  movements,  eqnalled  only  hy  the  hia- 
torir  honors  of  DiirtTuonlh  ;iii(!  Andcrsouvitle,  loii.llv 
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American  vessels.  These  measures  should,  and  no 
doubt  will,  receive  the  approval  of  the  people.  It 
is  also  gratifying  to  find  the  mercantile,  manufactur- 
ing, railway  and  other  interests  of  our  great  commer- 
cial city  of  Philadelphia,  moving  with  vigor,  and,  I 
am  asured,  with  success,  in  providing  the  means  nec- 
essary to  establish  a  first-class  line  of  American  iron 
steamships  to  run  between  that  city  and  European 
ports.  The  Legislature  will,  no  doubt,  grant  liberal 
franchises  to  effect  a  result  that  will  place  our  Com- 
monwealth in  advance  of  all  others,  in  the  construc- 
tion and  use  of  such  vessels  for  ocean  navigation. 
With  the  aid  and  facilities  which  the  National  and 
State  Governments  may  find  it  their  duty  and  interest 
to  extend,  it  is  hoped  that  this  enterprise  will  be  suc- 
cessful. The  construction  and  maintenance  of  steam- 
ers suitable  for  the  purposes  indicated,  would  con- 
sume large  amounts  of  our  great  staples — iron,  steel, 
coal  and  lumber — and  also  give  employment  to  thou- 
sands of  our  mechanics  and  citizens,  and  vastly  bene- 
fit all  branches  of  trade  and  industry. 

All  good  citizens  will  rejoice  when  the  last  disa- 
greeable vestiges  of  the  recent  civil  war  shall  have 
been  obliterated.  Since  the  cessation  of  open  hostili- 
ties, the  nation  has  set  the  whole  world  a  noble  ex- 
ample by  its  unprecedented  magnanimity  in  forgiving 
the  offences  and  restoring  to  citizenship  the  great 
mass  of  those  who  warred  against  its  peace  and  safe- 
ty. In  this  regard,  we  have  been  as  generous  in 
peace  as  we  have  been  invincible  in  war;  and  now 
but  comparatively  few  of  those  w^ho  sought  to  dis- 
sever the  Union  remain  as  aliens  and  strangers  to 
its  government.  The  supremacy  of  the  laws  has  been 
maintained,  and  their  power  is  no  longer  disputed. 
The  passions  that  excited  and  protracted  deadly  strife 
have  subsided,  and  we  are  again,  practically,  a  homo- 
genous people.    There  are,  doubtless,  here  and  there. 
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BOiue  disafTected  spirits,  but  their  numbers  are  too 
'ew,  and  their  power  too  insiguiflcant,  to  give  serious 
cause  for  the  uueasiness  or  alarm.  And  even  towards 
these,  conciliation  will  be  more  productive  of  good 
reBiilts  than  the  avenging  force  of  triumphant  power. 
It  is  greatly  to  be  desired  that  universal  peace,  amity 
and  national  fellowship  and  brotherhood  Bhoald  again 
prevail  throughout  our  country.  And  the  time  is,  I 
trust,  close  at  band,  when  this  grand  and  perfect 
consummation  will  be  effected  by  uniTersal  amneetj. 
It  would  efface  the  lingering  distinctions  which  are 
fostered  by  punishment  of  the  very  few  for  crimes  in 
which  very  many  participated,  and  remove  the  last 
pretext  for  hostility  against  a  government  whose  mag- 
nanimity is  the  crowning  glory  of  its  power.  It  will 
accord  with  enlightened  and  progressive  civilization, 
and  harmonize  with  the  tested  might  and  grandeur 
of  free  institutions.  It  will  present,  too,  the  noblest 
government  of  the  world's  history  as  impregnable  and 
indissoluble,  because  founded,  without  distinction, 
class,  birth  or  circumstances,  upon  the  virtue  and 
intelligence  of  all  its  people. 

The  employment  of  United  States  troops  at  elec- 
tions, without  the  consent  of  the  local  and  State  gov- 
ernments, has  recently  received  considerable  atten- 
tion and  reprehension.  It  is  regarded  as  an  interfer- 
ence with  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  State,  which 
was  not  contemplated  by  fhe  founders  of  the  general 
government,  and,  if  persisted  in,  must  lead  to  results 
disastrous  to  peace  and  harmony.  The  practice  is 
one  so  serious  in  its  character,  and  so  injurious  in 
its  tendencies,  as  to  merit  prompt  consideration,  and 
decisive  action,  not  only  by  the  General  ABsembly  but 
hv  Congress.  One  of  the  complaints  of  the  colonists 
against  the  nritish  King  was  the  oppression  growing 
out  of  the  assumption  of  this  power.  They  said,  "He 
has  kept  among  us  in  times  of  peace,  standing  armies. 
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without  the  consent  of  our  Legislature;"  and,  what 
is  especially  pertinent  to  the  case  in  point,  "He  has 
affected  to  render  the  military  independent  of,  and 
superior  to,  the  civil  power."  The  alleged  authority 
for  the  use  of  troops,  at  our  State  elections,  is  derived 
from  the  tenth  section  of  an  act  of  Congress,  approved 
May  31,  1870,  entitled  "An  Act  to  enforce  the  right 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  vote  in  the  several 
States  of  the  Union,  and  for  other  purposes,"  which 
authorizes  United  States  marshals  to  call  to  their  as- 
sistance, "such  portion  of  the  land  and  naval  forces 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  militia,  as  may  be  nec- 
essary to  the  performance  of  the  duty  with  which 
.  hoy  are  charged,  and  to  insure  a  faithful  observance 
of  the  Fifteenth  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States."  But  it  must  be  a  forced  construc- 
tion of  this  law  that  will  justify  the  presence  of  armed 
national  forces  at  our  places  of  election  when  no 
necessity  exists  therefor,  and  where  their  presence 
is  calculated  to  provoke  collision.  With  a  good  Presi- 
dent, the  exercise  of  the  power  referred  to  might  have 
no  injurious  results,  but  in  the  hands  of  a  bad  man, 
governed  by  personal  ambition,  it  might  prove  ex- 
ceedingly calamitous.  Unconsciously  a  good  Presi- 
dent might  be  induced  to  employ  it  wrongfully;  a 
bad  one  would  be  almost  certain  to  use  it  for  his  own 
advancement.  Under  any  circumstances,  in  my  opin- 
ion, it  is  unsafe,  and  antagonistic  to  the  principles 
that  should  govern  our  republican  institutions.  At 
the  last  October  election  United  States  troops  were 
stationed  in  Philadelphia  for  the  avowed  purpose  of 
enforcing  the  election  laws.  This  was  done  without' 
the  consent  or  even  the  knowledge  of  the  civil  author- 
ities of  either  the  city  or  the  State,  and  without  any 
expressed  desire  on  the  part  of  the  citizens;  and  as 
far  as  can  be  ascertained,  without,  existing  necessity. 
From  a  conscientious  conviction  of  its  importance,  I 
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have  called  your  attention  to  tbe  subject.  A  neglect 
to  have  done  so  might  have  been  construed  as  ac 
endorsement  of  a  measure  that  meets  m;  untiuallfied 
disapproval.  The  civil  authorities  of  Pennsylvania 
have  always  been,  and  are  still,  competent  to  protect 
its  citizens  in  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise, 
and  the  proper  and  only  time  for  United  states  mili- 
tary forces  to  intervene,  will  be,  wh<?n  tbe  power  ol 
tbe  Commonwealtb  is  exhausted  and  their  aid  is  law- 
fully required. 

The  celebration  of  the  Centennial  Birthday  of  Amer- 
ican Independence  is  exciting  uiucb  public  attention. 
It  will  be  an  important  era  in  the  history  of  the  nation. 
Congress  has  already  agitated  Ibe  aubject,  and  will, 
doubtless,  soon  take  action  In  relation  thereto.  The 
place  for  this  great  occasion  should  not  he  a  tguestiun 
of  controversy.  No  other  could  be  so  appropriate  as 
Philadelphia.  Around  the  Hall  of  IndeiK-ndence  clus- 
ter all  the  brightest  memories  of  the  eventful  period 
to  be  commemorated.  Thei-e  Congress  met;  there 
the  historic  bell  first  proclaimed  "liberty  throjigbout 
all  the  land — unto  all  the  inhabitants  thereof;"  there 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  fli-st  promulged. 
and  there  should  be  the  national  celebration  of  the 
one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  nation's  existenee. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  my  sincere  desire,  that  we  may 
cultivate  the.  spirit  of  good  will,  forbearance,  kindness 
and  charity,  and  unite  in  constant  efforts  to  promote 
the  public  good  and  general  prosperity. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  4,  1871. 
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Tabular  Statement  of  the  number  of  pardoas,  remlaaioDB  of 
flnea  and  forfeited  recognizance  a,  (with  the  yearly  aveTBge), 
reetoratlonB  to  citizenship  and  death  warrants  Issued  from 
the  year  1791  to  1E70,  inclusive,  together  with  the  names  of 
the  Governors  by  whom  they  were  issued. 


H      Will 
ST      Jam. 
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;  'i'o  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Relating  to  the 

li  Transfer  of  Stock  in  Corporations." 

'i  Executive  Chamber, 

Harrisbarg,  January  2,  1871. 
Oeatlemen: 

SENATE  BILL  NO.  1034,  ENTITLED  "AN   ACT 
relating  to  the  transfer  of  etock  in  corporationB," 
is  returned  h'irewith,  without  approval. 
The  object  of  the  proposed  statute  appears  to  be  the 
repeal,  by  the  Liegislature,  of  a  rule  established  by 
many  of  our  State  luriKirations,  which  requires  a  per- 

,  son  applying  for  leave  to  transft-r  stock,  standing  in 

his  name  astrustee,  to  produce  the  instrument  under 
which  he  claims  to  exercise  the  right  to  dispose  of  the 
stock. 

The  propriety  of  Ibe  rule  thus  established  cannot 
well  be  questioned.  Administrators,  guardians  and 
assignees  are  under  bond,  which  protects  those  fop 
whom  they  act.  They,  like  executors,  most  often 
times,  of  necessity,  sell  stocks  in  their  hands,  in  order 
to  pay  debts.  But  trustees,  appointed  by  marriage 
settlements,  or  other  similar  instruments,  are  rarely 
called  upon  to  convert  assets  for  payment  of  debts, 
and,  perhaps,  never  enter  security.  To  give  such  per- 
Bone  unlimited  power  to  transfer  valuable  stocks 
might  lead  to  disastrous  results.  The  deed  creating 
the  trust  might  prohibit  the  sale.  The  grantor  might 
be  williug  to  confide  in  a  certain  person,  as  trustee, 

!  for  collection  of  an  income  needed,  perhaps,  for  nec- 

essary disbursements  almost  as  eoon  as  received,  but 
might  be  wholly  unwilling  to  risk  the  mis-appropri- 
ation of  a  valuable  cstatt'.  The  deed  might,  therefore, 
contain  an  absolute  prohibition  of  sale.  The  same  re- 
straint might  be  interposed  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
viding for  an  accumulEition  or  an  anticipated  rise  in 

'  the  value  of  the  securities,  and  other  reasonable  mo- 

tives may  readily  be  imagined  for  such  a  restriction. 
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The  proposed  act  would  scatter  all  such  safe-guards 
to  the  wind.  Under  the  provisions  of  this  bill  it  is 
commanded,  that  ^^janks  and  other  corporations,  in- 
corporate<l  under  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth, 
shall  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  permit  the  tranefer  (of 
stocks)  ♦        ♦        i)y        ♦        ♦  persons,  ap- 

pearing to  be  the  l(?gal  owners  thereof." 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  mere  exhibition  of  an 
"appearance"  of  title  constitutes,  under  this  act,  a  per- 
emptory command  to  permit  a  transfer  of  stock.  It 
is  true,  that  a  proviso  to  the  act  gives  the  party  injured 
a  remedy  over  against  the  apparent  owner,  but  he 
would  have  his  right,  under  all  circumstance©,  and 
the  grant  of  it  is  a  sorry  palliation  for  the  wrong  not 
only  i)ermitted  but  commanded  by  the  preceding  pani- 
graph.  It  is  very  clear  that  these  views  were  not  con- 
sidered by  the  Legislature.  They  are  not  suggested, 
but  are  rather  concealed  by  the  peculiar  phraseology 
of  the  bill.  The  words,  trustee,  trust,  cestui  que  trust, 
do  not  appear  in  the  act.  Yet  it  is  evident  that  the 
whole  scope  of  the  proposed  law  is  to  enable  a  trustee 
to  transfer  stocks  without  exhibiting  the  deed,  which 
may  forbid  the  sale.  Instead  of  calling  him  trustee, 
the  act  describes  him  as  '*the  i>erson  appearing  to  be 
the  legal  owner."  The  cestui  que  trust  is,  in  like  man- 
ner, designated  as  "the  person  beneficially  interested," 
and  unles©  special  {ittention  were  directed  to  the  bill, 
even  a  careful  reading  of  it  would  convey  no  exact  idea 
of  its  meaning.  It  riquired  no  legislation  to  declare 
that  the  legal  owner  of  stock  could  transfer  it  or  re- 
ceive the  dividends.  But  read  in  the  light  of  a  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State,  it  is  manifest  that 
the  object  here  contemplated  is  the  legislative  repeal 
of  the  doctrine  of  a  judgment  deliberately  considered 
and  solemnly  announced.  Whether  the  act  is  aimed 
at  the  case  referred  to,  or  whether  the  controversy  re- 
ported therein  has  been  settled,  and  the  propoeed  stat- 
ute is  designed  for  other  trusts,  is  wholly  immateriaL 
Sufficient  for  our  purpose  to  \ltvo^  Wi«\.  Vckfc  >kv.^«^ 
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tribunal  of  the  Htate  has  decided  that  a  trustee  can- 
not compel  a  bank  to  permit  a  Irunsfer,  witbout  exlii 
bitioQ  of  the  paper  creating  the  truat.  (BajarO  va. 
The  Bank,  2  P.  F.  Suiith,  232.)  In  delivering  the  oxiiii 
ion  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  that  case,  Mr,  Justice 
Strong,  after  a  full  and  learned  review  of  all  the  au- 
thorities upon  this  subject,  says:  ''There  is  no  case  in 
which  it  has  been  ruled  that  a  trustee  of  stock,  whose 
certificate  shows  a  <!eclared  trust  for  another  named, 
has  a  right  to  transfer  it  without  showing  a  jiower  be- 
yond his  certificate.  It  never  has  been  decided  that  a 
corporation  may  disregard  the  rights  of  a  known 
equitable  stockholder.  It  would  be  an  anomaly  were 
there  any  such  decisions.  An  obligor  in  a  bond  muat 
take  notice  of  the  rights  of  an  eijuitable  assignee  of 
the  obligee.  A  stakeholder  cannot  very  safely  pay 
over  to  him,  who  bus  the  legal  right,  when  be  knows 
another  to  be  the  beneficial  owner.  With  equal  rea- 
son, at  least,  ought  it  to  be  held  illegal  for  a  corpora- 
tion to  aid  in  destroying  the  title  of  a  cestui  que  trust 
to  its  stock  without  being  satisfied  that  the  trustee  had 
authority  to  i)art  with  and  destroy  it." 

The  proposed  statute  tears  up  this  sound  and  just 
ruling  by  the  roots,  and  leaves  every  helpless  cestui 
<]ue  trust  at  the  uiercy  of  a  trustee  who  may  have 
given  no  security,  .nd  who  may  have  been  forbiddea 
by  his  vei-y  deed  of  appointment,  from  making  the 
transfer.  I  have  not  been  unuiindfnl  of  the  fact,  that 
this  bill  has  been  supported  by  able  and  learned  ar- 
guments, and  that  it  passed  both  Houses  with  great 
unanimity. 

But  I  venture  to  indulge  the  hope,  that  a  reflection 
upon  the  reasons  het-e  respectfully  submitted  for  your 
consideration,  will  siive  from  destruction  the  estates 
of  those  wlio  oftimt's  cannot  protect  theuiaelves.  and 
that  our  statute  book  will  be  spared  the  reproach  of 
such  unjust  and  dangerous  legislation. 

JOHN  W.  GEAHY. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Provide  an  Ad- 
ditional Judge  of  the  Several  Courts  in  the  Twenty- 
first  Judicial  District." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  2,  1871. 
Gentlemen : 

SENATE  BILL  NO.  52G,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO 
provide  an  additioual  judge  of  the  several  courts 
in  the  Twenty-firet  Judicial  district/'  is  herewith 
returned  without  approval. 

It  has  been  represented  that  the  necessity  for  this 
increase  in  the  judiciary  of  Schuylkill  county  is  to  be 
found  in  the  fact  that  there  is  a  large  arrear  of  busi- 
ness upon  the  dockets  and  trial  lists  of  the  court  of 
that  countv. 

On  the  other  hand  it  is  objected  that  if  the  recently 
established  criminal  court  had  been  allowed  to  relieve 
the  quarter  sessions  and  oyer  and  terminer,  the  civil 
business  could  all  Lave  been  despatched  in  due  and 
proper  season. 

It  is  unfortunately  the  fact  that,  notwithstanding 
complaints  of  an  excess  of  business,  a  new  court,  es- 
pecially provided  to  relieve  this  pre^ssure,  was  ob- 
structed for  several  }ears  in  the  discharge  of  its  func- 
tions, and  a  salaried  judge  compelled  to  remain  idle 
whilst  others  were  conii)laiuing  of  their  inability  to 
clear  the  trial  lists. 

It  should  be  und«^rstood  that  the  public  treasury  is 
not  to  be  unjustly  burdened  with  ^he  expense  of  ad- 
ditional law  judgeek  in  any  districts  of  the  State,  whilst 
the  courts  now  in  operation  are  not  in  session  the 
whole  time.  When  judges  find  that  the  devotion  of 
a  proper  amount  of  their  time  to  their  work  renders 
it  impossible  for  thom  to  try  all  the  cases  at  issue,  it 
will  be  time  enough  to  ask  for  an  increase  in  their 
numbers.     It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  a  judge  should 
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hold  a  conrt  every  duy,  or  tbat  he  should  actaaJlj  sit 
npon  Ibe  bench  twelve  hours  out  of  every  twenty-four. 
Time  is  needed  for  btudy,  for  examination  of  authori- 
ties, for  preparatioiis  of  opinions,  and  for  necessary 
vacations. 

But  it  is  surely  uot  asking  too  much  of  a  couuty 
judge  to  require  that  he  shall  hold  jury  trials  six 
months  in  every  year,  if  hia  businese  demands  such  an 
appropriation  of  time. 

I  am  informed  that  the  records  of  Schuylkill  county 
show  that  the  courts  of  common  pleas  and  quarter  ses- 
sions sat  for  jury  trials,  in  the  year  1869,  but  ninety- 
seven  days,  and  up  to  November,  in  the  year  1870,  but 
eighty-two  days. 

These  figures  conclusively  demonstrate  the  utter  in- 
expediency of  the  ;>roposed  bill. 

JNO.  W.  GEABY. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Granting  to  the 
School  Directors  of  the  Borough  of  Lebanon,  the 
Potters'  Field  of  that  Place  for  School  Purposes." 
Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  2,  1871. 
Gentlemen : 

HEREWIl'H  IS  RETURNED  TO  THE  SENATE, 
in  w  hich  it  originated,  bill  No,  968,  entitled  "An 
act  granting  to  the  school  directors  of  the  bor- 
ough of  Lebanon,  ihe  Potters'  field  of  that  place  for 
school  purposes." 

I  can  not  approve  of  this  bill.  It  does  not  dedicate 
a  certain  piece  of  puhlir  jiroperty  to  public  use,  but 
it  attempts  to  authorize  two  officers  of  a  school  board 
to  sell  a  lot  in  the  borough  of  Lebanon,  heretofore  need 
as  a  Potters'  field. 
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It  is  very  clear  that  the  land  referred  to  does  not 
belong  to  the  school  board.  The  title  is  probably 
vested  in  the  borough  or  in  the  county.  Without  the 
consent  of  the  owners,  no  valid  conveyance  can  be 
made  of  the  property,  and  as  beyond  all  question,  the 
State  is  not  the  proprietor,  it  is  difficult  to  understand 
how  she  can  authorize  any  men  to  sell  land  neither 
belonging  to  them  nor  to  the  Commonwealth.  This 
would,  if  carried  out,  be  confiscation,  not  legislation. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Town  Hall  Company  of  Greencastle,  Pennsyl- 
vania." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  2,  1871. 
Gentlemen: 

SENATE  BILL  NO.  1330,  entitled  "An  ACT  TO  IN- 
corporate  the  Town  hall  company  of  Greencastle, 
Pennsylvania,"  is  returned  herewith  without  ap- 
proval. 

The  act  of  May  7,  2855  (P.  L.  p.  477),  authorizes  the 
county  courts  to  incorporate  town  and  city  hall  asso- 
ciations. 

The  Constitution  (Section  9,  Article  11),  forbids  the 
I^egislature  to  grant  "any  powers  or  privileges  in  any 
case  where  authority  to  grant  such  powers  or  privi- 
lege® has  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  conferred  upon 
the  courts  of  this  Commonwealth.''  Independently 
of  any  constitutional  question,  sound  policy  requires 
that  the  time  of  the  Legislature  should  not  be  occu- 
pied with  the  consideration  of  local  and  private  bills, 
where  the  courts  of  the  county  are  open,  and  have  full 
power  to  grant  the  desired  charters. 
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It  is  only  by  discouraging  such  applications,  that 
the  Geueral  Assembly  can  be  relieved  of  that  pressure 
aod  importunity  which  have  ioflicted  serious  evils 
upon  the  community,  by  rendering  it  impossible  for 
the  Legislature  to  consider  fully  nnd  to  art  deliberately 
upon  questions  of  great  public  moment. 

If  a  fuller  statement  of  objections  to  such  legisla- 
tions as  this  is  deeirpd.  it  may  be  found  in  Uoune  Jour- 
nal for  1869,  page  62. 

JNO.  W.  OEARY. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Bear  Creek  Oil  and  Pipe  Company." 
Executive  Chamber, 
narrisburg,  January  2,  1871. 
Gentlemen : 

HEREWITH  IS  RETURNED,  WITHOUT  EXECU- 
tive  approval,  to  the  Senate  ,  in  which  it  orig- 
inated, bill  Xo.  95,  entitled  ".\.n  Act  to  incor- 
porate the  Rear  Cr;'ek  oil  and  pii)e  company." 

A  number  of  respectiibh'  citizens  of  ,\nn8trong  coun- 
ty have  remonstrated  against  the  approval  of  this 
bill  as  oppressive  to  the  oH  producers,  and  unjust  to 
the  property  holders  of  that  neighborhood. 

It  has  no  public  iu-(es»ity  or  good  to  recommend  it, 
and  the  grant  of  a  right  '"to  take,  appropriate,  use  and 
occupy  such  lands  ns  may  be  deemed  necessary  for 
•  •  building  tnnl;s  and  for  laying  down  pipes,"  is 
of  very  questionable  (spedioncy, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Granting  an 
Annuity  to  Elizabeth  F.  Rice,  Widow  of  P.  A.  Rice, 
who  Died  in  Libby  Prison  During  the  Late  War. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  2,  1871, 
Gentlemen: 

HEREWITH  IS  RETURNED,  WITHOUT  EXECU- 
tive  approval,  to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  orig- 
inated, bill  No.  858,  entitled  **An  Act  granting 
an  annuity  to  Elizabeth  F.  Rice,  widow  of  P.  A.  Rice, 
who  died  in  Libby  prison  during  the  late  war." 

This  bill  is  objectionable  because  it  seeks  to  eetab- 
lish  an  invidious  preferment  in  favor  of  one  widow 
over  all  the  widows  whose  husbands  perished  in  the 
war.  There  are  thousands  of  such  cases,  and  their 
misfortunes  are  well  worthy  of  the  sympathy  and  re- 
lief of  the  Legislature,  to  be  obtained,  perhaps,  through 
the  medium  of  a  general  law,  but  whilst  this  is  with- 
held it  would  seem  improper  to  make  partial  distinc- 
tions. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Merchandise  Loan  and  Deposit  Company  of 
Philadelphia." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  2,  1871. 
Gentlemen: 

HEREWITH  IS  JJETURXED  WITHOUT  EXECU- 
tive  approval,  to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  orig- 
inated, bill  Xo.  847,  entitled  "An  Act  to  incor- 
porate the  Merchandise  loan  and  deposit  company  of 
Philadelphia." 
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Tliis  act  proposes  to  incorporate  a  pawnbrokiog  es- 
tablishmeut,  with  a  capital  of  |200,00t),  capable  of  ex- 
pansion to  tl,000,OllO,  and  to  create  secret  liens  upon 
personal  property. 

I  regard  both  of  ibese  objects  as  contrary  to  sound 
policy. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Open  East 
Tacony  Creek  Lane,  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Uarrisburg,  January  2,  X871. 
Gentlemen : 

HEREWITH  18  KETUKNED  WITHOUT  EXECU- 
.    tive  approval,  to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  orig- 
inated, bill  No.  1678,  entitled  "An  Act  to  open 
East  Tacony  Creek  lane,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia." 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  proposed  lane  is  called 
for  by  any  re<iuiren]ent  of  public  convenience;  it  has 
been  strongly  objectt'd  to,  and  the  responsibility  of  de- 
ciding upon  the  merits  of  these  measures  should  not  be 
thrust  upon  the  Legislature  and  Executive  depart- 
ments. The  courts  of  the  several  counties  have  the 
power  to  open  all  needful  roads.  Before  them  the  par- 
ties petitioning  and  objecting  can  be  fully  heard,  and 
the  evidence  on  both  aides  imjjartially  considered.  To 
these  forms  all  sucli  applications  should  be  referred. 
To  permit  them  to  t^^in  their  suit  by  appeals  to  the 
Legislature,  without  notice  to  parties  who  may  be  op- 
posed to  the  project,  is  to  open  a  door  possibly  for 
fraud,  certainly  for  injustice. 

JNO.  W.  GEABY. 
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To  the  Assembly,  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Extend  the 
Time  for  the  Payment  of  Enrolment  Tax  upon  the 
Act  to  Incorporate  the  Richland  Street  Railway 
Company." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Ilarrisburg,  January  2,  1871. 
Gentlemen : 

HEREWITH  IS  RETURNED  WITHOUT  APPRO- 
val,  Senate  bill  No.  933,  entitled  "An  Act  to 
extend  the  time  for  the  payment  of  enrolment 
tax  upon  the  act  to  incorporate  the  Richland  Street 
railway  company." 

Having  on  the  llth  day  of  April  last,  approved  a 
general  law  extending  the  time  for  the  payment  of 
enrolment  taxes  for  one  year,  from  the  first  day  of 
May,  1870,  it  is  considered  unnecessary  to  approve  any 
special  acts  for  the  fame  purpose. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Supplementary  to 
the  Act  Relating  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Quar- 
ter Sessions  of  Allegheny  County." 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harri»burg,  January  2,  1871. 
Gentlemen: 

HEREWITH    IS    RETURNED,     WITH    OBJEC- 
tions,  Senate  bill  No.  185,  entitled  "An  Act  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  relating  to  the  clerk  of 
the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  Allegheny  county." 

The  bill  imposes  on  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter 
sessions  the  duty  of  making  out  and  furnishing  lists, 
every  three  months,  to  the  county  treasurer  and  Aud- 
itor General,  of  all  licenses  granted  in  the  county  of 
Allegheny,  with  the  dates  of  granting  and  the  names 
of  the  parties  to  whom  granted,  &c. 
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B,V  till-  fniiitteuth  tc-itiou  of  thi-  act  of  lltb  March, 
1S34,  it  ia  provided  that:  "The  clei'ks  of  the  several 
courts  afyresaid,  Hball  immediately  aftM-  each  term, 
make  out  atid  deliver  the  said  licenses  to  the  treasurei-B 
of  their  reapective  counties,  for  which  they  shall  take 
receipts;  and  within  ten  days  thereafter  they  eLall 
transmit,  under  seal,  to  the  .\uditor  General,  a  list  of 
the  □.imea  of  all  persons  to  whom  licenses  may  hare 
been  granted  at  suc'n  preceding  term," 

The  returns  here  re()uired  by  law  are  considered  suf- 
ficient for  all  practical  purposes,  and  wluit  good  could 
result  flora  compelling  tidditioual  returns  of  tbe  same 
tilings,  every  three  months,  is  nut  apiMirent. 

Moreover,  this  is  ii  proper  subject  for  general  ami 
uniform  taws;  and  if  the  statute  of  1834  needs  change 
or  amendment,  let  il  lie  amended  by  Home  general  en- 
actment, for  the  whole  Ktale,  and  not  by  a  xpecial  and 
local  act  for  onlj-  one  county. 
^^^^^^^^^^H  J^()-  W.  GEARY. 


To  the  Asscmhlv  W-min-  "An  Act  KeL:u]alii\. 
rcc<  of  ilic  SlieritT  of  iho  Cminiy  of  Terry." 


TJai 


Exciilive  Cliaiiiher, 
isbiir}:.  •Tnniiiu-y  2.  1S71. 


IFIXn  MVSFr.F  rXATil.K  TO  .M'IMiOVK  SKN 
ate  bill.  No.  !)-(S,  culilled  "An  Ad  rc-iiliilinf;  tli.- 
fcea  of  the  slierilV  of  tli.'  county  o(  Perry." 
Prior  lo  the  2d  of  April.  ISC^.  the'  fees  ..f  slicrilVs.  and 
oilier  rounly  i.fliciTs.  were  fixed  and  rc^'iilalnl  by  n 
]:lr^'l'  number  of  Bi.eci:il  eTiiictmeiils  c)ri  tb;il  sitbji-r'i. 
<tii  Hint  <l;iy  an  ad  was  piissed  maliiii^'  ;i  aiiiforni  fve 
bill  for  iH'arJy  nil  the  counties  of  Ihe  Slate.     Tbe  bill 
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now  under  consideration  proposes  to  make  the  county 
of  Perry  an  exception  to  this  general  law,  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  fees  of  sheriff,  and  to  allow  that  officer 
in  that  county,  "the  actual  costs  and  expenses  of  ven- 
due criers,  by  him  employed  in  all  «ales  of  real  and 
personal  property,"  and  twenty  per  centum  on  all 
other  sheriff's  fees  in  addition  to  the  rates  fixed  bv  said 
act.  This  change  is  not  demanded  by  any  public  ne- 
cessity, but  is  merely  local  and  special  legislation  for 
the  benefit  of  the  sheriff.  Pen*v  is  bv  no  means  the 
least  of  our  counties,  and  on  the  same  pretexts  a 
dozen  others  might  ask  similar  changes;  and  ere  long 
we  would  again  have  as  many  fee  bills  as  we  have 
counties  in  the  State,  or  as  existed  iirior  to  the  gen- 
eral law  of  1868.  Since  that  date,  believing  in  the 
sound  policy  of  general  laws,  I  have  withheld  Execu- 
tive approval  from  numerous  bills  of  this  class,  and 
can  see  no  sufficient  reasons  for  making  this  an  excep- 
tion to  the  general  rule. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "A  Supplement  to  an  Act 
Entitled  *An  Act  Relating  to  Assignees  for  the 
Benefit  of  Creditors  and  Other  Trustees.*  " 

Executive  Chamber. 
Harrisiburg,  January  2,  1871. 
Gentlemen : — 

SENATE  BILL,  NO.  235,  ENTITLED  "A  SUPPLE- 
ment  to  an  act  entitled   ^An  Act  relating  to  as- 
signees for  the  benefit  of  creditors  and  other 
trustees,' "  is  herewith  returned,  with  the  following 
objections: 
The  first  section  of  the  bill  is  harmless,  but  consid- 
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ered  of  no  aee,  becanse  sabstantlally  only  a  re-eDact- 
ment  of  existing  law.  It  is  believed  that  tbe  fifteenth 
and  sixteenth  sections  of  the  act  of  June  14,  1836,  the 
act  of  March  17,  1838,  and  the  first  section  of  the  act 
of  April  6,  1859,  confer  all  the  powers  asked  by  tbe 
first  section  of  the  bill  now  under  consideration. 

However  tliis  may  he,  the  second  section  is  the  really 
objectionable  one,  and  can  not  be  approved.  It  au- 
thorizes the  removal  of  a  trustee,  merely  because  he 
resided  out  of  tbe  State  when  appointed,  even  though 
he  may  be  a  resident  of  the  State  and  properly  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  hla  appointment  at  the  time 
bis  discharge  is  demanded.  I  can  imagine  no  suflii- 
cient  reason  for  finch  legislation  as  this.  It  is  the 
policy  of  our  laws  to  permit  owners  of  property  to 
dispose  of  it  by  deed  or  will  as  they  please,  and  if  they 
see  proper,  to  appoint  trustees  to  take  charge  of  it 
for  those  beneficially  interested.  In  the  nature  of 
the  case,  these  trustees  are  selected  because  of  their 
integrity,  character  and  fitness  to  discharge  the  da- 
ties  imposed  upon  them;  and  generally,  it  can  make 
no  difference  whether  one  trustee  resides  in  the  same 
State  with  the  cestui  que  trust  or  not.  The  material 
question  always  is,  does  he  faithfnlly  discharge  his 
duties?  If  not,  the  law  has  amply  provided  for  his 
removal ;  but  if  he  does,  it  would  be  against  both  pab- 
tic  policy  and  individual  interest,  to  remove  him  on 
a  mere  question  of  residence,  and  especially  in  the 
obnoxious  form  proposed. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY. 
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Code,   Civil  (See  also  Civil  Code).   Report  of  Commissioners  on  the,   106S. 
Coffroth,  Alexander  H..  member  of  Congress,  444. 

Coleman,   G.  Dawson,   nominated  commissioner  of  public  charities,  1095. 
Collateral  inheritance,  121. 
Colonial  Records.  Index  to,  191. 
Commissary  General  W.  W.   Irvin,   398. 

John  W.   Mcl^ne,   369. 
Commissioners  to  revise  penal  and  corporation  laws,  78. 
Congress.    Members  of.   838. 

1858,  84. 

1860.  262. 

1862.  442. 

1864,  639. 
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Couch,  General  D.  N.,   Letter  from,   604. 

Court.  Act  conferring  special  Jurisdiction  upon  the  Butler  county,  1049. 

District,   in  Luzerne  county,   1096. 

of  nisi  prlus.  Veto  of  abolition  of.  393. 

Supreme.    Election  of  Ocorgre  Sharswood  to,   841. 
Election  of  John  M.  Read,  Judge,  82. 
Veto  of  modification  of,  315. 
Courts,    constitutional   amendment   prohibiting-   Intrusion   of   special   legisla- 
tion upon  prerogative  of.  590. 

Criminal,   for  Dauphin,   Lebanon  and  Schuylkill  counties.  921. 

Fees  of  Schuylkill  county  clerk  of.  1072. 

in  certain   counties.    Veto  of   increase   of  Jurisdiction  of  Justices   of   the 
peace.  255.  j 

of  Lancaster  county,   Special  legifilatlon  for,  63.  ' 

of  twenty-flrst  district,   Additional  Judge  for,  1167. 

over  turnpike  and  plank  road  companies.   Veto  of  Jurisdiction  of,  700. 

to  appoint  commissioners  to  take  dt-positlons  of  witnesses  vetoed,  1094. 

Veto  of  extension  of  district  and  associate  Jurisdiction  In  county,  123. 
Covode,  John,   member  of  Congress,  86,   264,  744. 
Crane,  Charles  H.,   Surgeon  United  States  Army,   Letter  from,  626. 
Creely,  John  V,,  member  of  Congress,  1115. 
Criminal  code  commission,   1859,   111. 
Cross,  J.   Buchanan,  Cancellation  of  pension  to,  470. 
Cuba.  Relation  to  United  States,  1038. 
Culver,  Charles  V.,  member  of  Congress,  642. 
Currency,  Act  for  equalization  of,  436. 

question,  10. 
Curtln,   Andrew  Q.,   unsuccessful  candidate  for  State  Senator.   4.  ' 

Biographical  sketch,    323. 

Inaugural  address,   1861,   326. 

Valedictory  message,  1863,  498. 

Inaugural  address,   1864,  545.  « 

Absence  In  Cuba,  697,  708. 

> 

DAMAGES,  Rebellion,  661. 
Dauphin  county  register  of  wills.  Veto  of  combination  of,  with  clerk 
of  orphans'  court,  148. 
criminal  court  for,  921. 
Davis,   William  Morris,   member  of  Congress.   263. 
Dawson,  John  L..  member  of  Congress.  444,  642. 
Death  penalty,  887. 
Debt,   State,  see  also  sinking  fund. 
State,  12,  1123.1125. 
1869.  90. 
1860.   173. 

1863,  450,   453,  512. 
1865,   644.  746. 

1866.  no. 

1868.  844. 

1869.  936.  937. 

1870.  1004. 
interest  on  the,  550. 

Delaware,    Boundary  between  Pennsylvania  and,   1033.   1149. 

Veto  of  a  pier  in  the.   680. 
Denlflon,  Charles,  member  of  Congress,  443,  641,  744,  839. 
Derickpon,    David,   Communication  from,    1068. 
De  Witt,   William  U.,   appointed  State  Librarian.  228. 
Dickey.  Oliver  I.,  member  of  Congress,  927,  930,  lll.'i. 
Priminick,    William  H.,   member  of  Congress.   K6. 
Dix.   John  A.,   Secretary  of  the  Treasury,   Letter  from,  SiiO. 
Dock,   George,  nominated  asylum  trustee,  fw,   .340,  560. 
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Pleury  oil  company,  Veto  of  SDeclal  Incoriwratlon  of,  67. 
Florence,   Thomaa  B.,   member  of  Congresa,  85. 
Forney,  Wien.  State  Librarian.  495.  733.  972. 
Foster,  Henry  D.,  member  of  Congress,   1116. 

William  B.,  Jr.,  Letter  from,   69. 
French  citizens.  Rights  of,  1143. 
Fry,   General  James  B.,  Letter  from,  567. 
Funk,  Lewis  H.,  Superintendent  of  Public  Printing,  558. 


GAS  INSPECTION,   1028. 
Legislation  needed  concerning  illuminating,  872. 
Geary,  John  White,  Biographical  sketch,  769. 

Inaugural  address  as  Governor  of  Kansas,  773. 

Inaugural  address,  778. 

Second  inaugural  address,  1060. 
Geological  survey.   1028,    1146. 
Gettysburg,  Battle  of.  Result  of,  519,  528,  78L 

National  cemetery,  520,  535,  730,  860. 

Painting  recommended  of  battle  of,  730. 
of  battle  of,  1149. 

Proclamation  preliminary  to  the  battle  of,  502. 

to  Harrisburg,  Road  from,  127. 
Getz,  J.  Lawrence,  member  of  Congress,  743,  930,  1115. 
Gibson.  Colonel  A.  A.,   Relief  from  command  of  regiment  requested,  617. 
Gilbert,   Henry,   nominated  asylum  trustee,   802.   1102. 
Gllflllan.    Calvin  W.,   member  of  Congress,   931. 
Gloasbrenncr,  Adam  J.,  member  of  Congress,  641,  744. 
Government  bonds,    Guaranteeing,   349. 
Green,   A.  W.,   nominated  asylum  trustee.   '5. 

Miles,  nominated  asylum  trustee,  340,  500. 

Traill,  asylum  trustee,  915. 
Griffith,  Samuel,  member  of  Congress.  1116. 
Gross,  Daniel  W.,  asylum  trustee.  438.  684,  915. 
Grow,   Galusha  A.,  member  of  Congress,  86,   263. 


HALDEMAN,  Richard  J.,  member  of  Congress,  981,  HI 
Hale,   James  T.,   member  of  Congress,   86,   263,  444. 
Reuben  C,  Quartermaster  General,   169. 
Hall,  Chapin,  member  of  Congress,  86. 
Hancock,   General  W.  S.,   Letter  from,  660. 
Harmer,  Alfred  C,  member  of  Congress,  7,  1115. 
Harpers  Ferry  raid,  193,  197. 
Harrisburg  Female  Seminary,  Veto  of  exemption  from  taxation  of  property 

used  by,   156. 
Harrisburg  to  Gettysburg.   Road  from,  121. 

Harrison,  George  L..  nominated  commissioner  of  public  charities,  1096. 
Hartman,  Samuel  B.,  Revocation  of  extradition  of,  996. 
Hazlchurst,  Isaac,   unsuccessful  candidate  for  governor,  5. 
Hellertown  savings  bank,  1091. 

Henry,   Alexander,   Major  of  Philadelphia.   Letter  from,   472. 
Hickman.  John,  member  of  Congress.   85,   263. 
Heister,   William  M.,   Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,   9. 
Highway,   see  road. 

Taxation  for  a  turnpike.   49. 

Veto  of  special  legislation  for  vacating  a.  34,  56. 
Hineline,   Charles  D..   Superintendent  of  public  printing,  143,  242. 
Hospital,  Marine,  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Erie,  816. 

75— Vol.  VIII.— 4th  Ser. 
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LABOR.  Chinese.  1156. 
Payment  for,  by  store  orders,  466,  644. 
Land  Department  In  1870.  1152. 

Veto  of  act  to  quit  titles  to.  125. 

Warrant,  Veto  of   refund  of  money  paid  on  a,  314,  SCfi. 
Lands,  Sale  of  State,  98. 

Sums  due  for  unpatented,  523. 

Veto  of  legislation  relative  to  sale  of  unseated,  891. 
Law,   ReKistry,  946. 
Laws,   See  also  civil  code. 

civil  code  of.   Revision,  864.  948.  1029. 

E^Kecution  of,  793.  ^ 

penal,  Revision  of,  78. 

I>enal  code.   Veto  of  amendment  to,  1046. 

revenue.  Commission  on,  437. 

tax.   Revision,  866. 
Lawrence,  George  V.,  member  of  Congress,  642,  745. 
Lazear,  Jesse,   member  of  Congress,  264,  444. 
Lebanon  county.  Criminal  court  for,  921. 

Veto  of  grant  of  Potters  field  of,  for  school  purposes,  1168. 
Lee,   C.  C,   Assistant  Surgeon,  I^etter  from,  <26. 
Legislation,   Careful.  866. 

Objections  to  special,   191. 

Omnibus,   constitutional  amendment  against,   590. 

Public  notice  of  certain,  866. 

Special,  constitutional  amendment  limiting,  590. 

Special,  disapproved,  755. 
Legislature.  See  assembly. 
Legitimation  of  Mary  Allen.  24. 

Lehman,  William  R..  member  of  Congress.  262,  264. 
Lewis,  Ellis,  nominated  commissioner  on  penal  code,  78. 
Librarian.  State,  William  R.  DeWltt,  228. 

Wlen  Forney,  495,   733,  972. 
Library,  State,  1859,  110. 

1860,  187. 

1861,  285. 
1870,   lir.1. 

Lincoln.   Abraham.   Character  of.  332.  "  • 

Day  of  humiliation  and  mourning  for,  688,  689. 

Monument  to,  802. 

New  York  resolutions  in  support  of,  338. 

Ohio  resolutions  in  support  of.  346. 

Passage  through  the  State  of  remains  of,  686. 

Reward  of  $10,000  for  assassin  of,  687. 
Loan  certificates,  State,  108. 
Longnecker,  Henry  C,  member  of  Congress,  85. 
Louther,  W^iUiam,   nominated  asylum  trustee,  802. 
Lunatic  asylums.  111,  863. 

hospital  trustees.   55.  142.  230.  438.  496.  560,  684,  802.  915.  974.  1067,  1102. 
1102. 
Luzerne  county.   Bounty  taxes  in,   1056. 

District  court  in,  1096. 

Veto  of  consolidation  of  register  of  wills  and  clerk  of  courts  in,  74. 
Lycoming  county  courts.  Legislation  in,  1094. 

Veto  of  act  relative  to  treasury  of,  895. 

Veto  of  transfer  of  part  of  Brady  township  from.   249. 

MCALLISTER.  Archibald,  member  of  Congress.  444. 
McCall,  George  A..   Major  General,  399. 
McClellan.   General  George  B..  note  by.  475. 
McClelland.  William.  Revenue  Commissioner,  437. 

member  of  Congress,   1116. 
McCormick,    John,    Estate   not   exempted    from,  collateral   inheritance   tax. 
1067. 
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Monument,  Mexican  war,  109. 

Mont  Alto  Iron  Company,  Veto  of,  157. 

MontiTomery,  William,  member  of  Coniress,  M. 

Montour  county  and  the  State  tax,  966. 

Moorhead,  J.  K.,  member  of  ConsrresB,  86,  264^  444,  642,  744. 

Morley.  Thomas,  Veto  of  canal  damage  claim  of,  206. 

Veto  of  legislation  relating  to  claim  of,  898. 
Morrell,  Daniel  J.,  member  of  Congress,  744,  981. 
Morrill.  Justin  S.,  Letter  from,  687. 
Morris,  Edward  Joy,  member  of  Congress,  85,  262,  408. 
Mount  Joy  Bank  vetoed,  234. 
Murder,  Convicts  for,  1867,  805. 

in  Pottsville,   Relative  to.  827. 

of  John  Casey,  Reward  for  peri>etrator8  of,  90S. 

of  Pennsylvanians  in  Mississippi,  810. 

Veto  of  writs  of  error  in  cases  of,  1080. 
Myers,  Amos,  member  of  Congress,  444. 

Benjamin  F.,   member  of  Congress,  1116. 

Leonard,   member  of  Congress,  443,  640,  748,  1116. 


NEOLEY,  JAMES  S.,  member  of  Congress,  9S1.  1116. 
New  York  and  Carbondale  Coal  Company  vetoed,  227. 
boundary  between,  828. 
Normal  department  in  Greene  Academy  vetoed,   117. 

schools  in  1860,   184. 
North  Carolina,   proposed  national  convention  to  amend  the  United  StatM 

Constitution,  813. 
Northumberland  county.  Veto  of  speciad  poor  taxes  for,  168L 


OQLESBY.  R.  J..  Governor  of  Illinois,  Letter  from,  808. 
Ohio  river.  Navigation  of,  552. 

Omnibus  legislation.  Constitutional  amendment  against,  690. 
O'Neill.  Charles,  member  of  Congress,  448,640,748,980. 
Ordnance  of  State,  1863,  459. 
Orphans,  Soldiers',  Schools  for,  560. 
Osborne,  E.  L.,  nominated  major  General,  1095. 


PACKER  Iron  Company,   Vetoed.  200.  • 

John  B.,  member  of  Congress,  931,  1116. 
William  Fisher,  Biographical  sketch,  8. 
Inaugural  address,  6. 
Valedictory  remarks,  800. 
Death  of,  1154. 
Painter,  W.  P.  I.,  Superintendent  of  public  printing,  860. 
Paper  money,  10,  106. 

local,  in  Scranton,  20. 
Paper,  Veto  of  special  act  to  encourage  the  manufacture  of,  140. 
Pardon.   Repeal  of  a,  to  J.  Buchanan  Cross,  470. 
Pardons,  death-warrants,  etc.,  issued  by  the  Govercors  from  1791  to  1868,  884. 

1868.  876,  882,  917. 

1869.  954,  959,  960. 

1868,  Concerning,  917,  1034.  1042.  U55,  1168. 
Paris  exposition.  State  at,  873,  950. 
Patronage,  Executive,  Reduction  of,  115. 
Patterson,  R.,  Letters  from  General,  380,  881. 
Patton.  John,   member  of  Congress,  264. 
Pearson,  Alfred  L.,  nominated  Major  General,  1098. 
Pedlar.  Veto  of  legislation  for  a,  in  Schuylkill  county,  41. 
Pennl  code  revision,  78,  190. 

Veto  of  amendment  to,  1046. 
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Relief  issues.    See  sinkingr  fund. 
Reserve  corps.  On  the.  562. 

Officers  of  Fennsylvania,  473.  489. 
Resources  of  the  State,  788. 
Revenue  laws.  Approval  of  amendments  to,  733. 

Commissioners  on,  437. 

revision,  522. 
Reynolds,  James  L.,  Quarter  Master  General,  558. 

Letter  from,  676. 

monument,  858. 
Richmond  and  Schuylkill  Railroad  Company,  212. 
Ritner,  Joseph,  Death  of,  1033. 
River,  Ohio,  Navigation  of.  552. 
Road.    See  also  hig^hway,  turnpike. 

and  path,   Legislation  for  Mount  Washington,  889. 

Juries  in  Pennsylvania.  911. 

Special  legislation  to  keep  a  railway  off  a  public,  38. 

State,  in  Berks  county.  Veto  of  a,  224. 
in  Chester  county,  79. 

stock.    Veto  of  authority  for  certain    townships   to  subscribe   for   turn- 
pike. 914. 

Veto  of  a  York  county,  127. 

Bloom  township  special  legislation,  161. 
Johnstown  and  Scalp  Level,   146. 

Jurisdiction  of  courts  over  turnpike  and  plank,  companiM,  700. 
special  legislation  closing  a,  78. 
Roads,   highways  and  bridges.  Act  relating  to,  664. 
Roberts,  R.  Biddle,   State  Agent,  Report  of,  531. 
Ruggles.  G€neral  George  D..  Letter  from.  489. 
Russell.  A.  L.,  Adjutant  General,  437.   1071. 

Letter  from,   577. 
Rutherford,  William  W..  nominated  asylum  trustee,  1102. 


SALARIES,  Official,  too  low,  517. 
School.    See  also  Harrisburg  Female  Seminary, 
bill.   Veto  of  Wattsburg,   145. 
directors,  of  right  of  eminent  domain.   Veto  of  extension  to,  46. 
directors,   to  levy  a  bounty  tax.   Veto  of  authority  for,  962. 
district,  Veto  of  erection  of  independent,   out  of  parts  of  two  townahips 

in  separate  counties,  130. 
property.   Taxation  of  Merkleville,   132. 

Veto  of  sale  of  certain,  983. 
purposes.  Extension  of  limits  of  Beallsvllle  for,  222. 
system  in  1859,  99. 
Schools,   in  1860,  182. 
-    1861,  278. 

1865,  657. 

1866,  756. 

1867,  784. 

1868,  850. 

1869,  940. 

1870,  1011.  1135. 

County  superintendents  of,   185. 

Military  instruction  in,  433. 

Normal,  101.  164,  184,  279. 

of  Allentown.  Veto  of  act  excluding  children  under  six  from,  240. 

Soldiers'  Orphans.  942,  1013. 

State  Superintendent  of  Common.  Thomas  H.  Burrowes,  230. 

Charles  R.  Coburn,  495. 

James  P.  Wickersham,  765,  985. 
Veto  of  uniting  public,  of  Carmichaels  with  Greene  Academy.  117. 


mmonwHlth  WJlllun  M.  Hcl(l*r.  19. 

711,  i<m. 

ttM.  BlmoD  Cuncnm,  RaalfnaUoD  or,  Ut. 
ntarr  ft  SUla,  Icttar  trtaa.  m.  *n. 


n  PhltadelphlB,  V«to  of  Inooniontlao  ot,  IM. 


ilonai  tDt*rf«tinc*  with.   M. 


Index.  1 195 

Bchogli  For.  W).  Wi.  Ut.  UU.  1137. 
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SavcniKntr,  BtatE.  SU. 

SpMr.  R.  Mlllon,  nH-mber  or  ConsTtBi.  llie. 

BUnton.  Edwin  U.,  Lelter  tn>m.  H!,  Ma.  JIT. 

auilillca.    Collection  o!.   r»^mmeiidea.    1161, 

Butuary  HbII  Id  the  National  Opltol,  Ms.  Sn, 

airrrtH.    JalDM  P.,    R.venue  CommtMloner.   137, 

Btflvena,    ThadilEUi.    mfmtar  o(  CongrrBS,  86,  MS.   M».   Ml,   la.   Wl.   HI. 

storm*.  John  B..  member  of  Congreae.  HIS. 
Btre*t  kciilBtion.  V«tD  or  Bloamaburg  special,  in. 

StroUH.  Mycr,  member  or  Congregg,  »l.  Ml. 

Buffra«e,  Conatltutlonal  amendincnt  eitendiDg  rigbt  of.  to  uldkn,  EM. 

Sugar  Valley  and  WMte  Deer  turnpike.  MS. 

Sunbury  and  Brie  Railroad.    Bee  Railroad. 

Burcaon  General  Jo«ph  A.  Phmipi,  «•. 

Burseoni  for  provisional  second  Penna/lvanla  beavj  artlllerr.  <tE. 
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VAN  AUKBN,  Daniel  M..  member  of  Congress,  744,  980. 
Vcltengruber  case.  Veto  of  changre  of  venue  In,  127. 
Venue  In  Veltengruber  case.  Veto  of  change  of,  127. 
Vermont  soldiers.   Kindness  of  Philadelphia  to,  675. 
Verree,  John  P.,  member  of  Congress,  85,  262. 
Veteran  corps,  659. 
Veto  of  abolition  of  court  of  nisi  prlus,  393. 

act  authorizing  James  Y.  Brady,  late  Justice  of  the  peace  to  continue  his 
duties.  763. 

authorizing  sheriff  of  Allegheny  county  to  tax  certain  costs,  898. 

changing  venue  from  Beaver  to  Fayette  county,  491. 

excluding  children  under  six  from  Allentown  schools,  240. 

for  bridge  over  schuyllcill  in  Philadelphia,  388. 

for  equili^atlon  of  the  currency,  436. 

for  fencing  Cleveland  and  Pittsburg  Railroad,  232. 

for  relief  of  James  Clark,  907. 

for  relief  of  John  Mong,  314,  366. 

for  relief  of  Philadelphia  and  Trenton  railroad,  682. 

for  sale  of  North-Western  Railroad,  206. 

legalizing  certain  military  elections  in  Montour  county,  397. 

relating  to  actions  of  ejectment.  199. 

advertising  of  vendors  of  foreign  merchandise  in  Philadelphia,  540. 

appeals  and  transcripts  from  Judgments  of  Justices  of  the  peace,  1085. 

auctions  in  Beaver  county,  896. 

Chambersburg.   Greencastle  and  Hagerstown  railroad,   72. 

commutation  of  death  punishment  in  certain  cases,  887. 

courts  of  Lancaster  county,  63. 

entry  of  Judgments  in  Bucks  county,  541. 

entry  of  Judgments  in  Philadelphia,  585. 

estate  of  Levi  D.  Seltzer,  236. 

late  treasurer  of  Schuylkill  county.  676. 

lateral  railroads,  207. 

market  companies,  539. 

Pennsylvania  railroad,  818. 

Petroleum  Bank,  611. 

Philadelphia  police,  247. 

Pittsburg,  Kittanning  and  Warren  Railroad,  i:S. 

the  poor  directors  in  Wai^hington  county,  210. 

publication  of  legal  notices  in  Philadelphia,  b87. 

Richmond  and  Schuylkill  Railroad  Company,  212. 

road  Juries  in  Philadelphia  county,  911. 

roads,  highways  and  bridges,  664. 

sheriffs'  sales,  69. 

Supreme  Court,  315. 

treasurer  of  Lycoming  county,  895. 

Venango  Bank,  612. 

West  Chester  Railroad  Company,  217. 

to  change  place  of  elections  in  Potter  county,  988. 

to  exempt  loans  to  the  city  of  Reading  from  taxation,  960. 

to  vacate  Oak  alley  in  Easton,  384. 
of  added  incorporation  of  Fayette  County  Railroad  Company,  6L 
of  added  legislation  on  a  State  road  In  Chester  county,  79. 
of  additional  Judge  In  the  sixth  Judicial  district,  43. 

in  the  twenty-first  district.  1167. 
of  Allegheny  Trust  Company,   1097. 
alteration  of  charter  of  Emporium,  893. 
amendment    to    Incorporation    of    Philadelphia,    providing    for   recording 

all  city  legislation  in  the  office  of  the  recorder  of  deeds,  471. 
American  steam  Plow  Manufacturing  Company,   231. 
auction  legislation,   1089. 
Aughwlck  Mining  and  Exploring  Company,   890. 
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variouB  corporations,  228,  229,  268.  254,  257. 

a  WatUburs  school  bill,  145. 

Whitney  street  legislation  In  Philadelphia,  IBS. 

writs  of  error  in  cases  of  murder  and  manslaughter,  1080. 

Wyoming  county  savings  bank,  1066. 

York  and  DUlsburg  Railway,  899. 

a  York  county  road  bill,  127. 
Veto  power.  Governor  Packer  on  the,  7. 
Vincent.  General  T.  M.,  Letter  from,  604,  606.  615. 
Virginia,  Henry  A.  Wise,  Governor  of,  Letters  from,  197. 

resolutions  on  slavery,  840. 
Volunteers.    See  also  Military. 

VlolaUon  of  good  faith  to  the,  618. 
Voting.    See  sufltrage. 


WAUjACE,  John  W.,  member  of  Congress,  264. 
War.    See  also  Rebellion, 
changes,  518. 

Claims,  Veto  of  certain,  629. 

of  1812,  pension  vetoed,  218. 
Wardens,  on  Philadelphia  port,  1060. 
Warren  railroad.   Pittsburg.  Kittannlng  and,  238. 
Washington  county  poor  directors,  210. 
Waterman,  A.  Q.,  nominated  asylum  trustee,  230. 
Watt.  William  W..  Death  of,  1154. 
WatUburg  school  bill.  Veto  of  a,  145. 
Weights  and  measures,  875. 

Decimal  uniform,  848. 
West  Virginia  on  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio,  552. 
Westminster  College,  Veto  of  education  of  teachers  in,  160. 
Wlckersham,  James  P.,  State  Superintendent  of  public  schools.  766,  985. 
Wilhelm,  Colonel  Thomas,  Letter  from,  626. 
Will  case,  Burd,  1100. 
Williams,  Henry  W.,  elected  to  supreme  bench,  994. 

Thomas,  member  of  Congress,  444,  642,  744. 
Wilmot,  David,  unsuccessful  candidate  for  Governor,  5. 
Wilson,  Stephen  F.,  member  of  Congress,  641,  744. 
Wise,  Henry  A.,  Governor  of  Virginia,  Letters  from,  197. 
Women,  Penn  Asylum  for  Indigent.  81. 
Wood,  Charles  A.,  nominated  commissioner  of  public  charities,  1096. 

John,  member  of  Congress,  86. 
Woodward,  Charles  W.,  member  of  Congress,  888,  980. 
Worth.  Jonathan.  Governor  of  North  Carolina.  Letter  from,  815. 
Wounded,  Measures  for  sick  and,  1868,  462. 
Wright,  Hendrlck  B.,  member  of  Congress,  899. 
Writs  of  error  in  criminal  cases,  1182. 
Wyoming  county.  Veto  of  legislation  relative  to  officials  of,  893. 


YELLOW  fever  in  1870,  1168. 
York  county  road  bill.  Veto  of,  127. 
Youngman,  John,  Superintendent  of  public  printing.  901,  990,  1071. 


rwOOVi  brothers.  Murder  of,  in  Mississippi.  810. 
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